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A Note to Parents and Teachers

DK READERS is a compelling program for beginning 
readers, designed in conjunction with leading literacy experts, 
including Dr. Linda Gambrell, Professor of Education at 
Clemson University. Dr. Gambrell has served as President of 
the National Reading Conference and the College Reading 
Association, and has recently been elected to serve as 
President of the International Reading Association.

	 Beautiful illustrations and superb full-color photographs 
combine with engaging, easy-to-read stories to offer a fresh 
approach to each subject in the series.

	 Each DK READER is guaranteed to capture a child’s 
interest while developing his or her reading skills, general 
knowledge, and love of reading.

	 The five levels of DK READERS are aimed at different 
reading abilities, enabling you to choose the books that are 
exactly right for your child:

Pre-level 1: Learning to read 
Level 1: Beginning to read 
Level 2: Beginning to read alone 
Level 3: Reading alone 
Level 4: Proficient readers

	 The “normal” age at which a child begins 
to read can be anywhere from three to eight 
years old. Adult participation through the 
lower levels is very helpful for providing 
encouragement, discussing storylines, 
and sounding out unfamiliar words.

	 No matter which level you select, 
you can be sure that you are helping 
your child learn to read, then  
read to learn!
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The Price of Victory
Pylades’s story takes place about 2,500 years ago in 
Ancient Greece. It is the year 416 bce, and as the athletes 
prepare for the Olympic Games, the Greek city-states of 

Sparta and Athens renew their rivalry.  
Turn to page 42 to see a map and timeline, 

and then let the story begin....

“My name is Pylades and I 
am 11 years old. I live with my 
parents and brother and sister 
in Athens. My older brother 
Kinesias is an athlete. He has 

been training really hard so 
that he can bring glory 

to our home city of 
Athens at the Olympic 

Games. But we are 
worried because the gods 
have sent signs warning 

Kinesias not to compete 
in the Games. We do not 
want to offend the gods 
but Kinesias is the best 

runner in all Greece. I must 
find a way to let him race!”

		  Look out for the DID YOU KNOW? facts on every page.					     Words in bold appear in the glossary on page 42.



 �

it WAS early 
evening in the 
city-state  of 

sparta.

a secret meeting WAs 
about to take place.

Welcome! we are here to 
discuss the olympic games.

		  Look out for the DID YOU KNOW? facts on every page.					     Words in bold appear in the glossary on page 42.



 �

It is the race with the 
greatest glory for  

us, a warrior people.

do you 
understand, 
Lykourgos?

Yes, sir! i will 
win For the 

honor of Sparta!

the shame of 
losing would be 

unbearable. I will 
win... 

...at all costs!

A spartan must 
win the  

race-in-armor. 

	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Sparta had the best army in Greece.		  In Sparta, boys left home at age seven to train as soldiers.



 �

Myrtilos? Are 
you there?

myrtilos at your 
service, sir... 

kinesias from athens 
must not compete in 

the games.

stop him—by 
any means! 

...stagehand, spy... 

...remover of 
nuisances......for the 

right price!

this should 
cover it!

	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Sparta had the best army in Greece.		  In Sparta, boys left home at age seven to train as soldiers.



 �

every day after school,  
i watched my brother kinesiaS 

training for the games.

no one could 
catch him!

Go, kinesias, 
For athens!

Hmm, i can see 
why lykourgos 

is worried.

but he needn’t 
fear much longer.

HE WAS RUNNING IN 
THE RACE-IN-ARMOR.

in athens...

	    DID YOU KNOW?   Athens was the wealthiest city-state in Greece.  	  		                Its money came from trading with lands around the Mediterranean Sea.
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You looked 
invincible, brother.

i went to GReet kinesias 
after training. 

later, we went to 
uncle’s house for  

a symposium.

it was only my 
second Party.

don’t be 
nervous!

no one will 
be watching 

you.

	    DID YOU KNOW?   Athens was the wealthiest city-state in Greece.  	  		                Its money came from trading with lands around the Mediterranean Sea.

only the gods are 
invincible, pylades.



 10

welcome, sirs.

when you win the race-
in-armor, kInesias...

uncle’s other guests 
were already eating 

and talking. 

excuse me, 
sir...

...but athene alone can 
grant me victory.

but kinesias became the 
center of attention.

	      DID YOU KNOW?   Guests at symposiums lay on couches.					            The all-male guests discussed important matters of the day.



 11

later, as 
we were 
leaving... kinesias went 

very pale.

without speaking, 
he handed the 
message to me.

“attend not the 
games, kinesias!” 

“i have spoken!”

signed by 
athene!

...A slave gave 
kinesias a slate.

a stranger 
left you 

this!

	      DID YOU KNOW?   Guests at symposiums lay on couches.					            The all-male guests discussed important matters of the day.
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let me see!

   	           DID YOU KNOW?   Girls in Athens did not go to school.				        They stayed at home to learn household crafts such as weaving.

Next morning, I was still 
troubled by the message.

if this is true, the 
goddess will surely 

give you a sign.

all day long, 
kalonike’s words 
haunted me. I kept 

looking for a sign.

then, i saw it...

I SHOWED 
THE SLATE TO 

MY SISTER 
KALONIKE.

SHE WAS AS 
FRIGHTENED AS  

WE WERE.



 13   	           DID YOU KNOW?   Girls in Athens did not go to school.				        They stayed at home to learn household crafts such as weaving.

pylades?

it was a bad 
omen!

the owl was a 
sign of athene.

as i turned, i saw 
something fall from 

a window above.

pylades! where are 
you going?

kinesias?

look 
out!

i chased it through 
the agora.  

suddenly, i heard  
a familiar voice.

...an owl... 
in daytime!



 14	        DID YOU KNOW?   Athene was the patron goddess of Athens.				                     “Soothsayer” means “person who tells the truth.”

crash!!

I saw it fall from 
the window above. 

what was it?

it was a statue... 
of athene!

was this the sign 
kalonike foretold?

that was close!

we must find out 
what this means!

too close!

kinesias was 
shocked.



 15	        DID YOU KNOW?   Athene was the patron goddess of Athens.				                     “Soothsayer” means “person who tells the truth.”

I cannot 
be sure.

...to consult a 
soothsayer.

we went to the 
edge of town...

...the future!

it is said he is 
able to tell...



 16	    DID YOU KNOW?  The most important gods lived on Mount Olympus.				    Delphi was about 110 miles (180 kilometers) from Athens.

we consulted another 
soothsayer.

...or perhaps not.

perhaps it is 
a warning...

the gods are 
unclear.

i can’t tell!

useless! all of 
them, useless!

the others weren’t 
any better.



 17	    DID YOU KNOW?  The most important gods lived on Mount Olympus.				    Delphi was about 110 miles (180 kilometers) from Athens.

apollo will 
not fail us.

we need the 
oracle at delphi.

we left at once 
for delphi.

Brrr!
I’m freezing!

we’ll get no 
answers here!

this journey is 
tiring me out!

Ha! My plan is working. 
kinesias will be in no 
fit state to compete.

it was a long,  
exhausting trip.



 18	        DID YOU KNOW?   People came from all over Greece to Delphi.			                      The Ancient Greeks believed Delphi was the center of the world.

Delphi.

the Center of 
the world.

we obeyed 
the rituals.

we waited...

the signs were favorable 
so we were admitted to 

the temple.

we were led to 
the chamber of 

the oracle.

we sacrificed 
a goat.



 19	        DID YOU KNOW?   People came from all over Greece to Delphi.			                      The Ancient Greeks believed Delphi was the center of the world.

hear, ye, The 
words of apollo.

You must always 
honor the gods.

and with 
that it 

was over.

...while the priestess 
communed with the gods.

finally, she spoke.

...and 
waited...
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To honor zeus i must 
go to the games!

but to honor  
athene I must stay 

at home!

go back to the place 
where the statue fell...

...ask 
AROUND...

	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Zeus was the most powerful Greek god.					     Festivals were days of feasting dedicated to the gods.

we returned home... ...tired...

but kalonike 
wasn’t giving up 

that easily.

...and confused.
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...see what you 
can find out.

this is the place. come in!

THIS WAS 
HIS ROOM.

that’s odd!
my statue OF ATHENE 

is missing!

	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Zeus was the most powerful Greek god.					     Festivals were days of feasting dedicated to the gods.

the owner made masks 
for the theater.

BUT he moved 
out yesterday. 

he had taken a lodger 
during the festival. 



 22	 	      DID YOU KNOW?   Only men acted in Greek plays.					     The largest theaters could seat up to 17,000 spectators.

Do you know where we 
might be able to find 

your lodger?

well, you could try 
the theater.

his name is 
myrtilos!

thanks!

We raced to
the theater.

the audience were 
taking their seats.

let’s find the stage 
manager.



 23	 	      DID YOU KNOW?   Only men acted in Greek plays.					     The largest theaters could seat up to 17,000 spectators.

an actor pointed 
him out to us.

myrtilos? you’ll 
find him up on the...

wait!

hey!

he spotted us and 
tried to get away.

stop him!
but in 

seconds...

...he was over the other 
side of the stage.



 24	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Dionysos was the god of the theater.				    Serious plays were called tragedies and funny plays were comedies.

the man reached 
out for something 

to hold onto...

stop him!

oOof!

in his rush, he 
pushed someone 
out of the way.

thug! 

he was getting away!

...as he fell.



 25	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Dionysos was the god of the theater.				    Serious plays were called tragedies and funny plays were comedies.

hey! 

the theater was 
in uproar.

...but he had 
dropped something.

stop! 

what is 
it?

the villain made 
his escape...

it’s his 
seal!



 26	        DID YOU KNOW?   The Greeks were the first to try democracy.			                 “Democracy” means “people power,” but only Greek men had a vote.

i think it’s 
spartan.

oh... 

...magistrate 
gopolos...

...hello, 
father...

The assassin 
dropped this.

...council members!

assassin?



 27	        DID YOU KNOW?   The Greeks were the first to try democracy.			                 “Democracy” means “people power,” but only Greek men had a vote.

athens has 
become too 
dangerous.

we thought 
kinesias was being 
warned by athenE.

but it was a 
spartan spy.

they mean to stop  
him from competing.

this is worrying 
news indeed.

gentlemen, my son’s 
life is clearly 

in danger.

we must get him to olympia 
as soon as possible.



 28	    DID YOU KNOW?   Athens had a navy of more than 300 ships.						      Athenian warships were called triremes.

later, at 
a secret 

location...

myrtilos?

i bring you 
news!

speak!

i followed 
them, sir.

they went to the 
docks and hired a ship.

they leave tomorrow 
for olympia.

then we must 
work fast!

later, at the docks.



 29	    DID YOU KNOW?   Athens had a navy of more than 300 ships.						      Athenian warships were called triremes.

i want the 
money now! no, half now...

...half when  
they’ve drowned.

get your tools!  
this looks like the right 

spot to make a hole.

that’s it!

that should 
fix them!



 30	       DID YOU KNOW?   The Greeks traded goods such as olive oil.				    There were many Greek settlements around the Mediterranean coast.

the next day. kinesias, father, and I 
said our goodbyes.

good luck, 
kinesias!

may the gods be 
with you!

we set sail...

...for olympia...

....leaving all 
our worries...

...far behind.



 31	       DID YOU KNOW?   The Greeks traded goods such as olive oil.				    There were many Greek settlements around the Mediterranean coast.

we made good 
progress at 

first.

suddenly, the wind 
strengthened.

i thought it looked 
dangerous.

but the sailors didn’t 
seem worried until...

we’ve sprung  
a leak!.

crraacckk!

crraasshh!



 32	     DID YOU KNOW?   Greek ships carried goods such as wine and grain.	 The waterline is the level the water reaches up the side of a ship.

it’s...no...good...
the crew struggled, but 

the ship had A hole below 
the waterline.

...we can’t stop it!

abandon ship!

may athene 
preserve us!



 33	     DID YOU KNOW?   Greek ships carried goods such as wine and grain.	 The waterline is the level the water reaches up the side of a ship.

it seemed impossible to 
swim to the shore.

i’ve got you 
father!

shall i kill 
them now?

...bUT ONLY just.

what the...?

we made it...



 
34	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   The helots were the workers in Sparta.					     They were treated very harshly by their Spartan masters.

Stop! these are 
no pirates!

they hated their 
masters, the 

spartans...

...but showed us 
much kindness.

we took the road 
to olympia.

the next day, we 
said goodbye.

we had been 
rescued by 

helots!



 
35	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   The helots were the workers in Sparta.					     They were treated very harshly by their Spartan masters.

at the 
olympic camp...

...our fellow athenians 
welcomed us warmly.

I have a race 
to win! 

you’re right!

time to start 
training!

go, kinesias!

not far away, Lykourgos 
was hoping for good news...

welcome, myrtilos! 
is the job done?

it is... go, kinesias!

go, kinesias!

go, kinesias!



 36	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   The Olympic Games lasted five days. 						      They were first held in about 776 bce.

go, kinesias!

go, kinesias!
go, kinesias!

go, kinesias!

it can’t be!

you had 
better be...

don’t 
worry, sir...

...I - I’m taking 
care of it.

...or my friend 
will take care 

of you!

we took part in the 
opening ceremony.

kinesias was in perfect 
health again.

with the full moon, the 
games finally arrived.



 37	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   The Olympic Games lasted five days. 						      They were first held in about 776 bce.

...for zeus’s 
honor.

a hundred oxen 
were sacrificed...

then, it was 
nearly time for 

the big race.

can i help you 
with your 

armor, master 
kinesias?

now’s my 
chance!

No, just some 
water!



 38	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Greek armor included helmets and shields.				    Twenty-five athletes took part in the race-in-armor.

that was 
quick!

the favorite, 
eh?

thwack!

you won’t be winning 
any races...

...with me in 
your armor!

look, there 
he is!

good luck, kinesias!



 39	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Greek armor included helmets and shields.				    Twenty-five athletes took part in the race-in-armor.

so...myrtilos has 
failed again.

It is up to you 
now, friend.

...anyway 
you can!

the race-in-armor 
began.

stop him...

time for a little 
accident!

Arghhhhh!



Lykourgos paid me! 

 40	      DID YOU KNOW?   About 20,000 spectators watched the Games.				         The race winner was given a crown made of olive leaves.

kinesias!

What!? YOU!!

Spare his life, 
O merciful gods! Mercy! I’ll 

tell all… 

my head’s 
sore!

I raced to my 
brother’s tent.

for athens!

...he was determined 
to compete.

Though a little 
unsteady...



 41	      DID YOU KNOW?   About 20,000 spectators watched the Games.				         The race winner was given a crown made of olive leaves.

The race was 
restarted.

The outcome was 
never in doubt!

all praise, 
Athene! A VICTORY 

beyond price!

Kinesias was 
the champion!

the end



42

Stagehand                    Page 7 
Myrtilos worked at the 
local theater helping 
move scenery 
around the 
stage.

Ancient Greece  

Sparta                           Page 5 
The city of Sparta was in the south 
of Greece. The male Spartans were 
full-time professional soldiers who were 
highly trained. Their army was feared 
across the land. 

The Olympic Games 	     Page 5
Athletic games were held all over 
Greece but the most famous were those 
held every four years at Olympia—the 
Olympic Games. There were horse-
and-chariot races, as well as many 
events similar to those at a modern 
track-and-field competition.

GLOSSARY

Ancient Greece was one of the 
richest civilizations the world has 
ever seen. It flourished around 
2,500 years ago in southeastern 
Europe. Greece was made up 
of several powerful city-states, 
including Athens and Sparta, that 
fought each other for control. This 
beautiful land had a coast on the 
Mediterranean Sea and included 
many islands. The sea linked Greece 
to the known world, spreading its 
influence across Europe.

1000 bce2000 bce3000 bce (before common era)

c. 3100

King Menes 
unites Egypt

c. 2000

Earliest Greek-style 
civilization on the 

island of Crete
776 

First Olympic games 
are held (according 

to tradition)

Soldier Spartan woman 
and child

Actors 
performing  
a play at  
a Greek 
theater
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Asia 
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Spartan slave
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School	                Page 8
Only young male citizens went to 
school in Athens. They studied 
reading, writing, music, and  
physical education

Athens     		      Page 7 
Athens was the wealthiest and most 
powerful of the city-states. It was  
a center of arts and learning.

TIMELINE

2000 ce1000 ce1 ce (common era)

1969

US astronauts 
land on 

the Moon
1492

Columbus sails 
to America

Romans seize 
control of 
mainland Greece

146

Gods         		      Page 9 
The Greeks believed in many gods and 
goddesses, who were immortal (they 
lived forever). The gods were very 
powerful and interfered in  
human lives. 

Teacher Pupil

Hephaistos, the god of fire 
and metalworking

Dionysos, the 
god of parties

Ares, the god of war

Aphrodite, the 
goddess of love

Slave

An Athenian family

The Parthenon,  
a temple 
dedicated to 
Athene

YOU ARE HERE
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Sign/omen	 Pages 12 and 13	
The Greeks believed that the gods 
spoke to them through signs, which 
could be anything! An omen could be 
a sign of good or bad luck.

Slave	 	               Page 11	
A slave was someone owned by  
a Greek citizen. Slaves were usually 
foreigners captured in war. They did all 
the hard work for no money.

Agora		               Page 13
Every Greek city had a bustling market 
square known as the agora. It was full 
of stalls selling everything from books 
to pigs and blankets.

Athene	               Page 10	
Athene was the goddess 
of war, wisdom, and 
household crafts.  
She was said to have 
founded the city of 
Athens. Her symbol 

was the owl, which 
was also the symbol 
of the city. The 
Parthenon temple 
in Athens was 
dedicated to her.

Symposium	                Page 9
The Greeks held private parties called 
symposiums. These were evenings of 
drinking and talking held after  
a meal. Entertainment was provided 
by musicians and dancers.
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Rituals 	 	   Page 18	
Rituals are things that have to be 
done, such as saying particular words, 
to honor a god. 

Apollo            	  Page 17
Apollo was the god 

of fortune-telling 
and truth, as 
well as music 
and the Sun. 
The Temple 

of Apollo 
at Delphi 
housed the 
oracle.

Sacrificed	              Page 18	
Animals were sacrificed, or killed, to 
please the gods. The Ancient Greeks 
sacrificed valuable animals such as 
goats or oxen to honor the gods.

Oracle at Delphi    	   Page 17	
Oracles were places where people 
could speak to the gods. Delphi, 
a town on the slopes of Mount 
Parnassos, was home to the most 
famous oracle in Ancient Greece. 
There, a priestess called a Pythia 
spoke to the gods. She passed the 
gods’ messages on to the people who 
came to ask for advice.

The Temple of Apollo

Communed	              Page 19	
The priestess communed with Apollo, 
which means she communicated with 
the god to find out his message.

Priestess	              Page 19	
A priestess was a woman who performed 
ceremonies in honor of the gods.

An ox being 
sacrificed

The Oracle chamber
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Masks	                        Page 21	
Masks were worn by actors on the 
stage. Wearing a mask meant that an 
actor could play more than one part. 
The exaggerated expressions of the 
masks made it clear what emotion the 
actor was trying to put across.

Lodger	              Page 21
A lodger is someone who pays to stay 
in someone else’s house.

Theater	               Page 21	
The Ancient Greeks were the first 
people to put on plays in special 
buildings called theaters. All their 
theaters were built outside with  
the seats cut in a semicircle into  
the hillside and the stage below. 

Zeus	                         Page 20
The Olympic Games took place in 
honor of Zeus, who was the king of 
the Gods. Zeus threw thunderbolts at 
anyone who broke his laws. 

Zeus and his 
wife, Hera

Seats

Stage

Masks were made 
from a kind of pottery 
called terra-cotta
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Council 	  	  Page 26
The Council of Athens was made up 
of 500 men. They proposed new laws 
that were discussed at the citizens’ 
Assembly, a meeting of all the male 
citizens. A group of citizens known as 
a jury voted on whether or not a man 
was guilty of a crime.

Audience 	  	  Page 22	
The audience is the people who go to 
watch a play. In the Greek theater, 
they sat on stone seats.

Docks 	             Page 28	
The docks at Peiraieus, 5 miles  
(8 kilometers) from Athens, were 
where the Athenian ships came in and 
out and were loaded and unloaded. 
Many ships were kept there.

Assassin	  	  Page 26
An assassin is a person hired to kill 
someone else for money.

Seal                            Page 25	
Citizens of Greece often carried  
a seal. This was a metal stamp that 
was pressed onto a lump of warm wax, 
lead, or clay. The wax was stuck to  
a letter to show who it was from.

Seal with 
owner’s mark

Wax with the 
impression left  
by the seal

The Council and 
Assembly members  
vote on laws by 
raising their hands A jury votes by placing 

tokens into pots

Fishing and 
merchant ships 
in the docks
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Opening Ceremony     Page 36 
A special event to mark the start of 
the games. The athletes took part and 
performed special tasks.

Race 	                          Page 37
The Olympic Games included races, 
discus, long jump, wrestling, and 
javelin throwing. Kinesias’s event, the 
race-in-armor, was the most exciting 
and difficult. The athletes raced in full 
armor, including helmets and shields. 

Helots	               Page 34 
In Sparta, the helots were the slaves. 
They were descendants of people 
conquered by the Spartans. Helots 
were forced to work 
as farmers and give 
half of what they 
produced to 
their Spartan 
masters.

Ship	               	  Page 28
Greek merchant ships traveled the 
Mediterranean Sea trading goods. 
The ships were made of wood and 
were pushed along when the wind 
caught the sails.

Sails were made 
of cloth

A wooden 
merchant ship

The race-in-armor



BOOK CODE BOOK TITLE  • level 4 • Grid B • 228 x 150 mm US

Don’t miss...

Instruments of Death

A gripping story of intrigue  
and death at the court of the  
First Emperor of China.

Curse of the 
Crocodile God

A terrifying tale of tomb 
robbers in Ancient Egypt.

The Terror Trail

A breathless tale of faith 
and justice in Rome’s 
arena of death,  
the Colosseum. 



by Stewart Ross
and Inklink

READERSGRAPHICGRAPHICREADERSGRAPHICGRAPHIC

$3.99  USA
$4.99  Canada

1

DK READERS
Stunning photographs combine with lively illustrations and 
engaging, age-appropriate stories in DK READERS, a multilevel 

reading program guaranteed to capture children’s interest while 
developing their reading skills and general knowledge.

Discover more at
www.dk.com

Travel back to Ancient Greece  
and witness a tale of rivalry and 
sabotage at the Olympic Games.

STEW
ART RO

SS and IN
KLIN

K

I S B N 978-0-7566-2567-2

9 7 8 0 7 5 6 6 2 5 6 7 2

5 0 3 9 9

D
K Publishing

TH
E PRICE O

F V
ICTO

RY
READERS

GRAPHIC
GRAPHIC

With DK READERS, children  
 will learn to read—then read to learn!

   •
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Learning 
to read

Beginning 
to read

Beginning  
to read alone

Reading 
alone

High-frequency words 
Picture word strips 
Labels to introduce and reinforce vocabulary

Word repetition, limited vocabulary, 
and simple sentences
Picture dictionary boxes

Longer sentences and increased vocabulary
Information boxes full of extra fun facts
Simple index

More complex sentence structure
Information boxes and alphabetical glossary
Comprehensive index

•
•
• 
 
• 
•
•

Proficient 
readers

Rich vocabulary and challenging sentence structure
Additional information and alphabetical glossary
Comprehensive index 
 
Comic-book story to encourage reading
Map, timeline, and illustrated glossary
Information on the history behind the story

READERS
GRAPHIC

Printed in China

4


	Preliminaries
	Contents
	The Price of Victory
	Map and timeline
	Glossary



