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" MASTER SYMEOL OF POWER
h t ? This eacly Tith-century A oweel] as baing a bovee, the caslle was a symbol
h; h' a ]_S a Cas E b picture shows a king of power. Caernacfon in MNerth Wales, begun

instrueting o masher masen, fengether with a walled town n 1283,
who was in chavge of Uwe wiars one of & series of castles built

M caestle's consteuction, He by Edwared [ of England in b

ANY OF THE GREAT fortifications of the Middle carzies a sel square. Some arder Lo overawe the Ll
. ; § : Kings butlt numerous peopbe of Wales,

Ages are still standing today, often dominating the castles but only lived F T

in them ecvasionally, -3

surrounding countryside. Why were they originally
built and who lived in them? A castle was the
fortified private residence of a lord. The lord could
be a king or a lesser baron but in either case the

Maii store —
feriver o2 Lo W
of pnredred

TALL TOWERS el : i : e
castle was a home as well as a stronghold. A mark San Glmlgnare, Raly, s an axbrenys e N e
of lordship, it was safe against the cavalry charge of example of what hapgered when rival i, \“‘x 1 g SRS
. ; A : families clashed. Here 72 Lall castles ciiriai < e B
knights, so safe that it could withstand a continuous were built in the same town, of sl =
assault or siege by an enemy. A castle was also a community, which 14 survive today.
with many staff: the constable or castellan looked (LIY AN NEW il

Coastle walls or boild i:ngs weTe aften
replaced, to make repairs or to
tuild in new defensive features
At Falaise, France, the castle
wits EiVeR & Spenre tower by
[Tenry Lin the 12th contury
and a ronnd on by Bing

ﬁf._' Wan gastle in Turkey was begun
A, B30 During the Middle
Ames ik was repaited by the
Seljuk and Citoman Twrks,
e and was later lived in by
) Armnenian Christians,

after the buildings and defences; the marshal
was in charge of the horses, garrison, and
outside servants; the chamberlain
oversaw food and drink: and the

steward ran the estates and finances. b e |
the carly 15th ;I':ill';;:imm
e casble
n'|_|':l'|‘r."rel'! MEETING PLALCE
Nraddack Castles were offen the scenes of

imporiant mectings akout stade
affairs, This pachane showws thae
micehing of Kichard I and his uncle
the Make af Gloaosster that fook
place at Pleshey castle.

ANCESTOR e T e

At Myoenine, Grocee, a strong, ©

fortified palace was built in abowt 1250 6.4, Ml rocey
The Lion Gabe guards the entrance. Such a kT T

statc-mun building is ned a trwe castle, even b for castle
though it has large stone forlificalions,

TR0 AGE
The lizpe warthworks at Maiden casile,
Englard, are actually the remains of 2
Celtie palisaded settlement bailt on a
Bl Shome-Age sife [ wias dhus
trore Jike a forlified fomen than
acastle [Lwas captugaed

by the Bonsans,

- L

*Ltkﬁm '
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The first castles

THE EARLIEST CaSTLES appeared in the
9th and 10th centuries, when the
empire created by Charlemagne in
modern France, Germany,
and Morth Italy was
collapsing as a result of

raids by peoples such as Vikings and

T'uIa-r‘l,'an-. Lords built castles for

protection and as bases for their

soldiers. Most of these castles were

built of earth and timber. The

simplest was the ringwork: an

enclosure surrounded by a ditch

with an earth rampart inside it.

A strong timber fence (or palisade)

was built on top of the rampart. In the

11th century motte and bailey castles became

popular. An earth mound (or motte) was built

next to a vard (or bailey). soil, although

ok 'I'nfl'l.nd
"""'I'.' :|11'||.'|1' of rammmed
ni L=1".|r]|, e f bhis micthod has

Ben Fornd e Ehie read miokte ot | [1:«.|:|:|1.._,...

LAST REMAING

A mtte with bwo hnil':!:f!"r was built at
Yoeldien, FinE,L'lnd_. Frq:-'l:-.:.bl}' gewn after this
Mosman corgquest. The ditehes wene fesid by
a local streame Ofben a srassy moand like
this is all that remains of an i.l.:r]:,' castle.

Shalles |

Cizst fee yard . Ear TIMBER TOWER
or biiley - wrd ph tuare of a
k. mes fromm tha Bayeux
Tapestry. It iz supposed fo
shosy the castle at Kennes, the
.;|F||T;|I of 'I;ntr.an].'. The w
palisade around the top
encloses a timber fower, 11 it
wrre nok for i'.-'il:l.'ur-'_w I3k
aonld nod
kno whant thasse
towrers booked like

FLESHEY
The large motte and bailey at Pleshey, England, was built
by the
could be erected ina mather of month: .
wrhich ideal when the Normans were ina hostile
COnTY oy castle has onge moke and one bailey, bul
somelimnes there were bwn masties o bwo badleys.

H‘"lm AMD BJ’L[L'E‘.I 3
increasinpgly bauilt in thae 11kh ared I"l'h Uriider

irtyard, or bailay, probec iy
. -1
rhh_h and palisade and with an entrance
Lifting berid draw 'I'1'|-'|i oF v a tinbe
Within the bailey nd worksho
perha .F-.ﬂ chapel. Th.q' rn|:||.1:-

The |:1.-1.'|. 1T 4 |:L'l|.'l WAL
~rie b b ]1.-:'.11'].' for acli
wers hiad many raoms, buat i ther
yor for  watchtower on the motke, a

S
i
i ’H.-.;.Imm.‘
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The great tower

DuriNG THE TENTH CENTURY lords began
to build castles out of stone, A large stone

: tower could become the main military and
residential building of a castle. Because they needed skilled
masons to plan and build them, and were expensive and slow
ko put up, few such towers were built until the 11th century.
They are now often known as keeps, but in their day they
were called great towers or donjons. The Normans |
liked great towers with massively thick stone
walls, and built several after their conquest of
England in 1066, Many more were built in the
next century. They were stronger than walls
of wood and did not burn. Attackers had to
use other ways to destroy them, such as
chipping away at the corners with picks, or
digging tunnels beneath (undermining} the
foundations to weaken them. Later round
or many-sided towers had no sharp angles
and gave defenders a better field of fire.

PRISON
Cireat towers kad many different uses, Here
the TDuke of Orleans, capluced by the English
at the Battle of Apgincourt in 1415, awails his
ransonn He is beld o the White Tower, in
the middle of the Tower of Londoen.

Dl wedndioes
prrsnle ware figh

HOARTMMNGE
The ectagenal tower
at Pravins, France (boile
in abouk P13 is shown
et with wosden

; hoardings (pp. 28-29)
sHELI that were added Lber.
As slone defences becarne minre commion, the wosden palisades
around e top of a matte {pp. $-20 were somatimes replaced willy
store walls for added strength. Structures like this are oow called shell
Eeeps, This ring-work is at Bestormied, Cornwall, also has Jow stone
swalls and provides a roomy coortyard within e walls,
GREAT HALL
Crme fleor of e greal

tower of Hedingluam
Castle wis wsed as e
great ball, inowhel
the Lerd and his
housebold lived and
aber, T ligghul Uee hall,
Targe aleoves were Jet
ineler e Lhickness of
the walls, Doors in
somne of the alooves
lead to Lavatorics

o pootns fmaral
chambers) let into
the walls. The lewel

Hig-zng drcoradion,
r_l:up.l'rﬂhlll".!.llrirr.'l'u_:;::
1|lf.'|'.'.:" 1200 ::ul!ury

EELTIMG WARM
1o waoden

build ingﬁ the fore
s e 1o an
opea Tzt in the

rovicleila of Llwe flods, s e B il

Bzt will & sborse bower e
gablery, seb within the

ﬁrL‘i.‘-]i'Ili".‘a- could be bullt '.'.'il:ll. which runs Tigj“

inbes the thickoess of the
wall, The flue passed
thrcagl L wall bo Lhe
autsicle and carezed
much of the smoke
away from the oo,

around the hall,

Windme in
whroe

10

EOUND HEAD MANYSIDED TOWER Flag of
The windows at The 1EHh-cenhary castle al cashie
Huedingluam Oirfoed, England, is polygonal, e
bivve ound [rstead of fowr shiarg aormers
arches by pieal of te buildess expermmeanted
thie abyle called with shallower angles. These,
Bomanesgue or bemertlier with round Lewees,
moeman, helped guard agatret
undermining,

PO ApC RIS
far sdip the ealey
af ik

iiall qeal®;

(aoie kacking

et e mentsk

HEDINGHAR CASTLE
Tl geeat tower al Hedingham, England, vwas bailt in

feir burret, ;
frﬁ;:ﬁ:;r;‘ 2 aboal 1740 by Aubrey de Vere [Lis not a large keep but
e i P sbill las the inferior sirengthened by am arch on the first

arsd second feors, The doprway was originally
prolecled By a stene forcuilding, bot anly
parl of this has survived,

Finely cuf facizg
sl fashiiar)

Chiiirters fir
the Jowd's

famuily

Eﬂl’k?;l,r.lf the
ezt fil
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Concentric castles

FREJ}u'I THE MID 13TH CENTURY castles
were built with rings of stone walls one
inside the other, These are called
concentric castles. The outer wall was
fairly close to and lower than the inner,
sometimes so low that it seemed no
more than a barrier against siege
engines. But it meant that archers on the inner walls
LLJLJ.].I-.I shoot over the heads of those on the outer,
bringing twice the fire power to bear on an enemy. If
besiegers broke through the outer wall, they would
still be faced with the inner wall. Sometimes towers
could be sealed off, leaving the enemy exposed on the
wall-walks of the outer wall. In older castles the great
tower and curtain wall were sometimes given an outer
ring of walls, making three separate lines of defence.

wlziihis
Lot ¥ A
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WATER DEFEMCES
F :1.1'|..:|'|.'"|-. trspired by

l._.:lL.J.'lhl.Il
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FRLCMCEL TASTES
The T4th century
pobyclromme (bxany
coloused) jug is b Lyplcal
French style. The flear
ttles are from Saurmur
castle and bear heraldic
pictures, The Aewr-de-lvs
was wsod in French royal
arres and bogame the
syinbel of the French
vyl hioase, 18 therefon:
apprared In the coats-of-
arins of a number of
related families,

Castles on the Loire

M any cASTLES were built along the River Loire in
France. Doue-La-Fontaine, probably the oldest known
keep, was one of the first. French castles developed
during the reign of Philip Augustus (1180-1226) with

" powerful keeps, enclosures, round towers, and towers
Polyeheome 156 oy bee (like a beak) on which the outward-facing side is
drawn out like a ship’s prow. Flying turrets jutted from
walls without reaching the ground, and towers often
had tall, conical roofs. In the 15th century, French castles

became more luxurious.

Rape for
fmun'l'ug
Bracket

o
cay aheel

Strany
TR
lF.r.zl Tk

Ty WINDER

@ At Saumur, water could be brought up from an
underground well using these winding wheels.
The wheels are made of wood and the toeth
of ane micsh with holes in the aother.

LORDS AMD LADMES
French nobles always
felt treosalves 4o be
among the leaders of
fashiom and Fronch
concis wens e
centres of elogance.
These lozds and Ladies
wof the furn af Bhe 1610
century are dressed in
Expensive nokes,

14

THE VIMEVARDS

The illustzation of Seplamber
fram thae Duke of Bl‘.'-:rr}"s Tris
ricites heares of about 1416
shoaws the grape lacvest in

thae vinu:,.':'m.:l below ihe
whitevished walls of Saumuoy
casthe, The losver windows
have iron grilles bo slop people
putting in. The upper parts,
althoagh machicolated, have
Eantisdie Godhic-siyle carved
traceres, The barlican gate
bivs buth a small and lacge
Ligking Lridme, O dts left ane
syl ptiing lalrine blocks
swhach drop waste inte difches.
Tix thzie lefi is the tall chimney
of Lhe Kibchen, selated bo
guard against spreading, fize,

Placden EMTRAMCE
teeth Stane steps now lead up to
the entrance at Spamur, which is
flanked either side by flying turrets.
The machicelations in the middle Coriner
allowred materials to be dmpped on Fonier
cnemics altacking the gate, On the
right, a concave ramp enablbes E\-::-udr:-
to be dragged or barmels ralled
U 4T doen it

SAUMUR rigitl

Sanvmar Casle may have
Crimg B Bt a5 easly as the
farnly Tikh condury but has boen
siebwitle several Umes, By the
15tk cendury B lsad & faine-tale
appearare cormplebs with
colden wenthercocks, as
shoswm i a pichare from
the Cruke of Berry's book,
the Tris riches kenres, 1t
bevame a camfortable
residence but was
abandoned in the I7th
cenlury when the west
wing fell down. [Fwas
them used as a prison
anrd Bareacks but was
Taber pestored,

P T b

13
Il

o
| 8B

P R e

Blarr frerned coathy
ranriel rr.r.:,"

Mactvolafivis

Bdarr
dimwer

WELL
The courtyard at Saumur
hins a well with a Large

Llndl'rgm:lnd water kank.

This tank extends vadaer

thee covrred swall hoose

ani the lefe, which
contains the '|.-.'i|:|di:|:.:r

e hamism foz ifking
I..'|r~_.'_;-:: bnackarks.
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A SIEGE

The weall-towers are packed with
soldiers iy this T3th-century Spanish
wall freseoof (e attack on Mallerea. Cn

Dlevaratine filse
amichicniilions
i the o

Castles in Spain

thiwg Bt
Jiw r.'d;l:‘ﬂﬂpﬁ ik riglil, astall sling is abowt b be released.
S fior dropping This was o sling attached to a wonden pole
’ i raissifes which extended the range its shome or
CAIN AT BLELIMuers ihiooral from lead bullel could be huried.

A.D. 711 until the Christians took their last
stronghold, Granada, in 1492, The Muslims £
= . used a different style from the Christians, §
1-&?',15:&2:‘:;};&13 for example building square or wedge-
ufSegovia reluiltin  shaped towered aleazabas (garrison forts),
s ealled a gran e @it enemies, the Christian knights, built
m:ij_:'j::;;gﬁ;:ﬂl‘ﬁﬁ torres del homenaje (tower-keeps) which
Theearlier keepwas  wWere often round. From the 14th century
seperated from the oy the Christians pushed south; they
1wy Lo el -
built castles more like those found
in England and France. Later still,
conflicts between king and nobles
led to a style of fortress that
mixed Moorish and

Christian styles,

Oebigonnid e

— Dalf CASTLE PALACE
decoratngm I]mu'_il}r'infl1:4_'nru-d I:-_1_," Moorsh
styles, ol Real die Mansanares,
north af Madeid, was built in
1473 far the First Duke of e
Infantadao [tis adereet squane
in shape and & sursowirded
wwith bws =t of walls svath
round bwers. In 1450 the
Ik Dhzkeer acdefed tee gallery,
turret, ind ball decocalion,

ALL A GAME

The Moors Dived in S]:!.'lin addier
I:|'||:_1.' |:|:||'||:||.||:_~1'|,~|.'| it in ehue Ath
century, They established a
civilization here which in
rrany waws wis well in
advanee of Chrisban
Eurclpq. From the 1ith
century Christians,
i;|'||_'|1ll\.']ir'.j; n‘-'lif'.:il:-u:-i srcdors
af ml_':nk-kniahtr:. triiedd Lo
s S-]'.b.}in Frovm Ehe.
THere twen Mowsrs [.'-J:l:.'

En'-“ diaded o |:I,'|ITI'| of chiess. GRANADA
'1'.-'.l|r:r i ::eur e 14992 {he Lowen of Granads
il Clenaiy i sotllern Spaln, the st Moorish

gliery steonehold in Spain, fell o
the Clirgslians, The Alhambro is
Eortified palace scten a nearby hill
artd is [ull of the most beautitul
Moorish decoration, like these
graceful arches arcond a
courtvard.

fnner
crarhizn
waf!

Ciml-af
iwrned

Cheker
clrtain
LT
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Castles in Germany

I whaT 15 NOW GERMANY, many princes and nobles
lived in castles under the leadership of an emperor.
As central control broke down in the 13th century
many lesser lords also built castles, some as bases for
robbery. German castle design was often influenced
by the landscape. Many castles took
advantage of the hills and mountains.
Others were built along the banks of the
Rhine. In flatter areas the Wasserburg, a
castle protected by a T.*Dfige I]'I?Elf, w}z::s
seen. The Teutonic Urder of monk- ; R o
knights built brick castles like e e g et Bl castl
blockhouses, containing residential ~ tsina e post i e oo put
and religious areas set around a
rectangular courtyard. Most

e T s

LOMG DOCURATION
Schioss Mespelbrunn at Spessact,
Bavaria, began s o madieval castle and

POTTERY

This bype af pottery is
knovwn as Bhenish ware
bevatss it was made in

the Rhincland. large 11th and 12th-century
It weas ofien exported to .
athier comtries. Those castles were later given a

s woald kave bean “thrown”
an 2 potters wheel and pacily
alaed to add colour,

surrounding wall with
flanking towers.

HILLTOE HOME
Cochom castlie ik on a hill

everlooking the River Mosclie, 1t was probably
Bepwn b about 1020, Thae tall fowver ar Berglried is
tvpically Goerman, Thie castle was wsed as a toll

Soonl slatlon, and there was s chain b bar tee gver,

Ml body
for ciler

AT 1N

Thir emstranae bt tha
castle of Pialsgrafenstein
iz gandied by a wosdin
portoullis sheathed ininon,
Instead of moving up and
down sloks within the gate
passane, thi- ]'.u,:-rtrulli.'-i i sek
againzt the wall and slides
thraugh slets cut in stone
brackets, Above the lEfking
chains are the curved arches
of rachizelations On the
rig_hl! af the #ate % a0
-q,:-];.l-l,'ninl_rI deferdid |:|:,-' a
winixden shuller.

LICKN JLIG
Tl aquatnanile swas o tvpe of
oetal or pediery jug filled ot the top
ard with a spout o pour water For washing
hands o mealtimes, Different forms werne
rincle, fncluding jugs in the shape of
knights on horseback, This German
copper-alloy lon has o man sisting astride
its Luck, pulling, its cars.

THE EMNCLOSURE
This view from the tower of
Lhe Plalzprafenstein shows
the dormestic buildings: set

elfry o againet the inner side of the
?,”'ﬂ'm"l enclosure walls. A covered
SR

wipcklen pallery runs
alongside these buildings.
I the middle is one of the
civcular twrrets which
covers e angle whipro
bwern sl 1s meset.

[SLAMD CASTLE
The five-sided tower of the Mfalzgrafenstein
wis bullt as a toll-station oo an Bhnd i e
Rhine by King Lucdwip [ of Bavaria in 1327,

A CASTLE RE-USEDx
The hesagonal enclesure of the
Plalzgrajensiein was added
Belweeen about 13538 and 142
Lo creale a lurret fortress, &
tvpe of castle typical of
western Germany. Useful
ever after the end of the
Middle Apges, it was
strengthened further
in 1607, when one
e s given
'|_'|n:H;|_'udi.11.5 Tasbon.

Cam morts

HOME DOMPORTS

The latring or privy

hias a wisden sesek Lo

give added

comfort.
Ponden
f||3-|:|r|f|'r|g
for dirfenee

Wirie
Seenielesnd -

celnry bastiog
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Cartized from preimons page

LOOK T HEAYEN
Ther pesindesd ceiling of
the r.lt.'lF-uI in the
Marksburg gives
somer i of e
typ of inderiar
decontlion used,

Castles on crags

In some areas, especially in Germany,
castle-builders took advantage of hilly or
mountainous countryside. The steepness
made assaull by men or siege engines

e difficult, and rock foundations deterred
R mining. When central control broke

down in Germany in the mid-13th
century and many of the lesser German
barons built castles, they found that one
of the cheapest ways was to circle the
top of a crag with a wall. This was often
rebuilt with flanking bowers as these
became comman in the rest of Europe,
A deep ditch was dug on the weakest
side, or a very high mantle wall erected.
IF all sides needed equal protection,
the walls might surround a central tower.
Otherwise the domestic buildings were
fortified and set around the courtyard to
form a type of castle called a Randlanshurg.

swnall, hooely
rowors Takker

tzan great
bl

FLOMOE TILE

This tile oz Froo L
Marksburg, Ik shows how lords
tricd to brighben up whal musl

hivwer been radber cold and
uncomdastable rooms,

GROWING CASTLE

The central toawer al the
Marksburg, rear the Rhioe
in Germany, dates from
the carly Middle Az

and has gradually been
surroumnded by Inter
defences. 18 s snadl dving usmets in
French style, but the arched frieses rising
abewe thae walls aze bypleal of the Bhineland.

Giezed eartbenioire Kirred door
n;n;ul'él:s r.r.l]'

Melal

Floae rises
f.||rr.l.'|_g.||
thiskmas
o caslle
wrif]

Ladle
WALL SI"ACE
Lfnd- This niche in dhe wall kas been
fufformed given a shelf and filled with
fran pan! jugs behird a barred door.
WELCOME GLOW

Food was cooked over the kitchen fine

in medieval castles (sec pp. 40-41]. This
kitehen fireplace in Plalzgrafenstein has a
mietal cooking pet hanging over the fire, Pots
and bowls sland ready on the shelf above
ard a meetal Ladie and a skimmer hang Lo one
stdle, Because kitchens had fires, tvere was
always a possible danger. Semetines (he
kilelen was put in a separate building,
BUILDING WORK sometimes it was separated from the

This Cermnn illustzaticn great hall by 3 passage, which gave

portravs the Tiblical story ofthe some added safcty.

Tower of Babel, Althaugh the

Lower was supposed o have

been built long befare the

Medleval period, the workers

are wsing the methods that

Geeman builders would have

usad bo comstmact a castle.

Carciehar LICHTEMSTELN
e NG This castlo in 'r"."i.iﬁtu:lnhurg wis |'.'l|.':.;l.|:|'|. i bz E-l'll.‘]:r'
Yoo 13th century and s divided tnle o noclberm and a
sonrllvern part, This levout 2 (e pesals of the castle
By oocupied by several prerabers of a family al
y ) oned, This dypeof Fertification 15 somclines soen in
Mirclioedebines

Cermany. Both pacls have a square of reclangular
walellosver. The northeen section alsa has a round
bevees and a Bomanesgque chapel; the southeen part
hirs Brali-gimbered frontages on e a couryvard,

FACT OR FICTIONT
This gun-tating,
2 cavalryman appears
in a German military
design manual of the early 13th
century, The gun is attached to his
chest and sbepdicd by pored fixed
to the sadd e Tt is nat kooswn
whodher or not tha d-:-r-:ign
s ever used.

Wiknlen helfry

Dhrrpratioy
__ﬁlriur

CHARNGING MEEDS

11 is satd thal Usds svndow was
filled in during the Thirty Years
War in the 17h cenlury, leaving

a slaggered amew leop lo be
used In Henes of tronble,

Hlail cith larye
RUTAR [l

Carsimase
TR Tl
.!r'nul.!lr.:.'!_:"':'
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The chapel

Thie crapEL was an important room in a Christian
castle, because inhabitants were expected to join in
regular services. In early towers the chapel was
often on the top floor or in an upper room m
Thedead were  the entrance building. As caﬂtléas developed,
wrapped incloth — the chapel became part of the domestic range
iﬂﬁiﬁiié'ﬂl?ﬁlmiﬁ‘;?ﬂ of buildings. It might be decorated with
carved stonework and wall paintings
that aften illustrated a Bible story,
because few people could read the
Bible itself and so many relied on
pictures. The clergy were among
the few who could read and write
and so, in addition to their
religious duties, they looked after
the documents relating to the
castle. A chaplain therefore often

1e lerks to help him. FAITH AND POLITICS
e P This 13th-century itlustration shows Thomas Arundel,

archbishop of Canterbury, England, preachin Ll cause
of Henry [V, Banisled by Richard 11, Henry IV landed in
England in 1359 swith Thomas and, supportiad by
a group of nobles, seized the crown. Medieval
churclunen were often mixed up with political
inlriges, Bishops did not woek in castle
chapels; the mest powerful of e beld
castles in theis own eight,

Seene af Y
e o
K Mlayi

ROYTALCUP
The Bowval Gold Cup was made
in abaut 1380 for dhe Duke
af Boroy in France and has
been in the p-u‘al:i&l.i‘.‘-.l‘l.
af boith E:na[ir;h and
French kings, [ is
ciecorted incoloured
eramcls with scenes
of saints’ lives -

.".-'I:lgfn:nhl:'l.'.lh'.:f
Ing it eyl

TEACHING IM STONE

The entruoe Lo e
chapel at the castle
of Locles g France

redigos teaching disbes [roen (he Late
wis alwvays 12th century, The
presant in every doorway s carved
rmesdiznval with figures
Firnasa bl . which were
desigtnd e help
leach people
who were
unable to read.
Shatur of
IF) lll'h'JuF
Sqint Perer
Carpinys -I.IIF'
arimais arel
aietiinl
boasts
Haly
waler
shimp

This mitee {lishop's haty
was probably Becket's

SEAL
Tockel's seal slwows an
early mitre worn sidg-om,
Lates bisliops, Llike
Thomas Arundel om the
oppreite page, were their
mikres froni-on, as
bishops do today.

Thenmis
Skt 11
prayer al

e aflar

Paleyr

MARTYRDOIM

This piece of alabaster

is carved with a scomie

of e death of Themas
Becket i 1770, though the
kauighita all wear armaeaar
of the Iate 1436 conbhory,
wlen the carving wes
miaghe, Brcket was
apchbishop {lf{_'.rlnfﬁl:lur_:,r
under Heary [Lof
Emgland, bt thi fwo mien
constantly argued. Adter
an angry oartbaerst |:|:.-'
Henry, four knights
murdered Becket in

his owen cathadral,

He was soon hailed ag
a=aink andgd Canterbaory
becamue i groat sheine

Foor pilirims.

Stevwed il broad,
skt -sectionesd hlagde

s,
-

o

&N

e .'1-1-'._- >
AT PR DR T

Frasl
aercding
Hecke!




Laying a siege

IF surrROUNDING a castle and trying to starve the defenders
into submission did not work, attackers could try to take it
by force. They could tunnel under the walls to bring them
down, or come up inside the courtyard. Defenders might
place bowls of water on the ground so that any
tunnelling activity made the water ripple. Then they
could dig countermines to break into the tunnels,
leading to a fierce struggle underground. They
could also try to break down the walls using

Sy e

5”.“3 woith
sl HEAVE!

CHIPTING AWAY i A Sling, || MOUTHPIECT CATAPULT
Uncler aover of a shed Ell'tlllEI'}I’ or b-:'l ftering rams S] l.l'["lfj" under | ! Erom Hae 12U This late 15th-century design for a catapalt relies on nzissile A fsam -::_.J' ey hawl en ropes to pull down
onwheels miners pickaway — movable sheds. Defenders lowered hooks to contury, heralds springy arms o throw the missile. Another type of A o SEREI. L opea
kequess al Lse wall base. Inserted y : were wsad | catapult, the mangon, kad been in use since Koman {07 gyniurs) were probably permaneatly within
=l'L-.'-::--:n:I props were then burned catch the heads of hﬂttﬁ]‘]l‘lg rams, ox _*‘-3 dn:L:rlu-:tiELﬂm?der h::'l'rET]t i thesl;msdnn created By a waooden Beam bnwr:lmbn&cdingm h:ﬂﬂrutl:;trd by ]'J.-Efimld.u.‘i.
o make the wall collapse, Baw 1 : Huair loed laced Belween Dwistod ropes or haic to ur Lacge Large machines were produced on site. Catapalts
: o drﬂppﬂd atinesses o cushion the ! bef;]ilﬁ!l]:.n}' -.-.-:m :I:c:::-.-silun:;gh the air. v were also used by defenders 1o destroy the

hide od the ;
¥ wei.;l.mfrﬂ:ﬁtﬁté : blows. A direct assault over the walls
.-""—'.'

meant using scaling ladders to hook @
on to battlements; this was
dangerous as defenders pushed

besieger's engines,

e Lord s ooal-of-
arms for
reviogiailion,

Pipating
T

Baleived for
Eevpang femsing
o sheins

PWheel
Yo them away with forked poles. 4
shisfd a
A wonden tower is used Lo Siiiy
watch cover a bur:iug_ﬁi casile, wrcting
o Cnur:rrm:r.i_!.:{r} oy fitler,
MOVABLE SHIELIY ﬁ PFEQPLE POWER
Archers and crosshowmen The traction Lrebuchel, sehich ’
uged these shiclds bo protoct probebly appeared S the mid-12th Large stones for
Lhemselves while Inving to pick cenhary, e a feam ol men bavling reset s sl

off defenders and covering, L TS the zlort end of a beam,
assaulls, s piveding wp the other end svith
its sl This opened to

release a large slene,

HEAYYWELICHT .:';i::'.ill.' af
Ropes far That counterpoise trebuched, which ﬁ;s..rd
I aved it T 3 o
fanling probably appeared o the lale 121 {

i:\:u.lurrl.',t:hu;.:l a I.'Il.l:.""l." Trw ol Holp
aartly andd slenes insbead of
mranpaer o pall dosn
tlear arom aned send a missile

Elying tnla The ade

KEEP YOURE HEAT) LIP
Severed enemy heads were sometinmes Wik
thircwnn Lo demosalize the opposition. e
Messengers with rejecked temms
rright e trussed upina
trebuchet, or dung or
dead anirnals thrown
fo sprend disease

o

i mamy, =L ol 2
N g

— —— T
e e ey e g s e i e

Bane cand

GLANT CROSSBOW
The ballista had been i wse sinee the time of the
ancient Girocks. [Eased twisted mopes that held the bwo
arms of a hnge crossbow, Some medieval forms used the
tension of a singgle lrge bow aem, A winch or sometimes a
woaden serew pulbed back the sliding tiller 1o draw the
oord. Thie ballista was an anli-personnel weapon. It
was useful to besioipers oy |.|j5--1'-.‘.~'|.l.I'|:I:_|';il'|h‘I sorkies [whien
defenders would rush ol of (e castle and mount
surprise attack an el enemiesh defenders could
s it 0 pack off attackers,

N

Whoorder roferd,
reimforced
wirh anetd

t.
| 4

1
i
5l
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Men and missiles

(CASTLES HAD SPECIAL features to ==
protect the defenders while allowing &=~
them to shoot at their enermues, e
Battlements and loopholes enabled
archers to cover a wide area in front of the |
castle. The gaps (or crenels) in the battlements “
were sometimes fitted with shutters to deflect ,I\ o
et i issiles. The stone parts of the battlements o
:1;-1:: EEJ}ET“;‘.'.?:’.‘IL‘.E (the merlons) might also have loopholes
wriveror thesashore,  TOT @rchers to shoot through. To guard
Eﬂ;:ﬂfﬁ Resicgiry against missiles, surprise attacks
contaired sealing lndders WSOTtiES) by the garrison, and
graven wooden towers assault by relief forces, besiegers
tncross the walls. n]ight Sul‘[ﬂumj thE:i]‘ HnE‘S With
pallisades. Sometimes they
moved on but left a timber
“siege castle” full of men

to watch the castle. .("

il

=

2
Jimy s ma

m

T

Cranek hopuile

SNAaRROYW LODOPHOLES
Thass hisles woene usually
splayed an the inside ko
doren an embrasure ar
opien chiamber within
this wall. The rcher

WWrddass oo

WINIFLASS

Fm:-h*.l‘.-l:,' s jur;l: 1 Somie croeshows werne =0

tis aaredr siche isf this, e P poweriul that a svindlass swas
SR A I receied tor draw Back the thick

kmiking through the 2=
bl antil WL LI Y e i cored atkachod b Ehae Bose-arm.

camie within rmgee. '- - Tuming thi- handlies seound up
Then bie wold e i thir weined s camds which were
mrweer b Lo centoe .‘_ -"' attached by howkes by e cord
of the embrasure lo T be = i of the B, Mulleys redzeed the
shioet. Enemy S . = effort needed to pull the cord.

marksmien way lave

pok some arrews rough == g
Feplurbes, eapecially if —
shieding af close range,

"kl

Croschoqy rord

Eoape
Aarm T .

!

A

ARROYWS
Tl byl camae @0 prorminenc:
in the 120 cantuey. [Leould send
ik acroms ad leasd 300 ey (95 ),
A Jongleveman could shoot about
12 arvews in the
ke J8 tok Lo load a
crpssbow, but the
slrengih reeded to pull
Ehie Baosw meant thal they
puzeded pepular practice,

'I-*.-'m-:l'flrsf.‘nfr I'-':,'.Erh:'r_ﬂ'nlh:l'.'jrq_l.:
[UARHEL
Coreesbiows shast short
arrovs cnlled bBolls, Because
of their Foaaresicded heads !E'u."_g.'
wirne o lso known as |:|uur:ulri.
Frivm carre, the sld Freach
Stirvap wasrd doir foar,

Kook le lnfky
B strlicg

Pinodien shalt frem poiek

B e
Cord almicun Back

Siirrap

THE CROSSEOW
Crossboivs were power bl
bk =low 0 pelead, For fhis

reason ther use i o casthe was
icenl, becansse the

ooy iman <onld
! w,  prepare his weapon
ach  from behind the satety

The bolts were
careied i quizer
sluayg fooan dine
WeAsl; o cashle ;
Py coadd e ! |
siepplied fromm |

Darrels

uf the walls, In somue
Cases p socond
1 crossbow might be
| foaded by an
assiskant while the
| CIOSSTOWITLLL WS
; IR aiming the first
| 5 . S oo, o speeding

GOIMNG UY

Spiral slaircases were comumen in mcdicval
casdles, Each stair ended in a chronlar slab enad
the rext stair wins Iadd with this end over the
o below, so creating {he oylindrical newl
poct, Such stais edten spiral up in a clockwise
direction; this may kave been deliberately dune
1o hamper an attacker fighting his way up the
stairs, whose weapon (in his right hand] woulld
keep hilling the stonewark.

SURKEMDTR

Thae burglers of Calais surrender
tur the English king Edward 11110
1340, The victor recvived thie keys
of the stronghold. Defenders
who pelused to surrendes
izaediabely faced
looLing, pillage, and
deatls if they were
defeated.

SHIELTDIEDR
Besicging erosbowmen
also nevded protection

when r-['lm-.']in;;_;_
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Iricks of defence

TE FirsT OBSTACLE faced by someone attacking a castle was a wet or
dry moat. A moat made it difficult for attackers to bring siege engines
near to the castle. If dry, stakes might be planted to slow an enemy
and make him an easier target. The gatehouse was an obvious weak
spot, s0 a defensive work or barbican was sometimes placed in front to
guard the approach. A drawbridge and portcullises gave extra
protection. The porteullis was an iron-covered wooden grille moving
up and down in slots either side of the entrance passage. [t was raised
by a winch in a room above and could be dropped quickly if danger
threatened. Drawbridges over the ditch took several forms, including
simple wooden platforms which were pulled back, lifting bridges

. attached by chains to pulleys, and turning
bridges pivoted like a see saw.

GATEHOUSE

In Ehiz axample the passage
is fTanked by buge lowers,
Mizsailes could Be dropped
o anatbacker through slols
e T arely,

DROPFING 1IN
The gate passage al Bodiam
has se-called “murder holes™
Crsenefridvesl in the rool socold water
could be poured deawn to put cul
flres, Scalding waler, het sand, or
adher offensive sulsfanoes might be
also drapped on enemies swhe
rranaged to get i,

FLARING BASE

Thar szl Mugien

[P CUinstled in f‘-.':l].'duﬁ.

[taly, has asmall ouber wall
or shepirze, This wall has a
HF‘].‘I}'L"!J-:I"J.E et [zallied &
batter or falush, so that
missiles dropped from above
wionld bounce aut fowirds
bl ey, 1 also thickened
the wall, giving added
probiection against affcks

by Batering raoms, wedesming,
o1 bomEGserdment. The cestle
was rebaill in dhe vears 1442-
S as an eacly expezinnent
againsl arlillery, so Lhis
axarple was also destpned o
deflect enemy canren balls,

Corid sipparting
spachicoimiod
parapt

Hadier
or s

GUN I'"ORT

STICKING OUT
The Pralesrafenstetn on the
Brhize has @ oumbes of hoardings
built oot from e tops of ils walls,
Thiese ave wooden censtractions
with gags in the foor allowing
defenders Lo drog missiles on
attackers ab the feot of the wall
without having to cxpose
Lrerrsalves by leaning out over
tlee Battberrents, Hot water, rods
Lt sand, or secks might be

MACHICOLATIONS tliecvn, as well as quicklime -
Slachleolations were sione vorsions of Bailing eal, beloved of film-
wooden heardings and appeared in the makess, is rarely mentioned.

12th cemtury, The battlements futhed
beyond the walls and were supported on
slone corbels, Gaps left between the ; ;
covbels allowned affensive matecial to be Bidz fur ﬂ_!'.‘n'ﬂ'ui’.'.'f.'llr
dropped on cnemies at the will base. arel shofng irongh

LIFTIMNG FRIDGES

The hezeale bridge had ehains attached
b weiscchen bems weighied af the rear,
This end dropped when released,
lifting the front
if thar I:lriﬂEL*
P T
im thar syl

T |I|I'|

Manwscript showing lifting bridge Pedesérion and rati lfting
wilh wooden beams and chains bricdpes at Langeais, France

Foovinid fenwer,
fezs Tivnerahhe

to wieers dinan
sl agles

Lavnthile

Ly the Tate 141h century keyholi-shaped
gun-porls appearcd, Round parts were
usually for handguns whili harisondtal
glats were for small cannon mounted
Behind walls, This cxample is from the
Pialzgrafenstein in Gormany.

5|'l.'-|'|'-' rouf fo fhmcn
aff neies il

Timber
i pport

Michraraheted

/ perapet

Trerret for
ahseromlion

CLURTAING

AND FLANKS
Tl Thth-cenlury
casile al Bodiam,
England has
strelches of
curtain walls
protected by
fanking towers
which jut cnak
bevvand the

wall face,
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Fasinet . ,'-.-" 3 The garris On

T'iE BoDY OF SOLDIERS who lived in a castle and
defended it was called the garrison. In early castles,
especially at times of unrest, these men might be
knights who lived permanently in their lord’s castle.
In return for accommaodation they fought for the
lord and guarded the castle. Gradually more knights
settled on their own estates and the duty was
performed using a rota system. A knight stayed in
the castle for a set period, then he was replaced by
another man. In the 14th and 15th centuries it was
common for hired soldiers to be used to guard
castles, It was once thought that the lord’s
rooms were sometimes built over the gate
because of fear of betrayal.

Mdl crertaior
fir aiidail)

i

N Fart of
R shiiald

Sieel
gichatiel

UNDER SIEGE
The garrison was vital in Hmes of siege
Iy thies German manuscript of the erly
Lt century the women of the casthe
help oud the hard-pressed defenders.

1ORSE DECOR

In the 14th and 15th centuries the
bridle and breast straps of horses
wate aflen decorated with
epatmelled pendants mids
of copper-alloy. This
o bears the arms
of the Berkaley
famnily.,

Jrepmins

MIAM OF STELL

Ty the later T4y century, as
shoavn I:l:,-' this skome Iigum af St
Ceorge, a knight's limbe were often
enclosed in steel plates and a coat-oli-plales was worn
wrder a tight quilted or cloth garment called a jupon
Tlie stee] heloset, called @ basinoet, 35 fidfed wills o
curtain of mail o protect thee s3des of the Tead and
neck, This figure carrics a shield, although theze
were becoming bess commin |:|:.-' Eliis daime,

Dhezgor canislesn

KM IGHTLY DUTIES
Castlezs wsually had only a small gaerizon in peacetime, arad
even in fime of traable seldiers waee usually counted in fens rather than
it hund reds, The garrison provided a ready supply of knights, men-at-
arms, and squires when a Lord needed them. Armed men were ] el
ot only in fime of war, Lards wsed them for escort dubics, fo protect
them en the roads, espedally from mbbers in weoded ansas. In this
14th-century picture the acrival of mailed men is greeted by
Fantares Eoomn the castle,

Fonnal-tepped
sivield, fypically
{talicn in shape

Bl's]nur's

mitre

MEDALLICES
This silver medallion cormes from Blorence,
Ialy, and dates 1o the 14th century. The right-
hand shield may show the arms of e Cresc
Farmily, suggesting that it could have belonged
toone of that Family's retainess.

AN
hagr

CILEY HCAR
This 15thecentury horse pendant was,
Tike the ethers, cest in copper-alloy and
Aecorated with eoamol. The decoralion I
shows a wild boar and a bishop's milre. il
The pendant has been cul down

aned mearnbed.

FIGEITING MAN

Enightz who garmsened
Herman castles had coats af
miail, leel helmets, and
lazpe woeden shislds,

Armz af
Cresey

Sursily

Wpra zehidhe

drenrrkonr

MULBERRY BLSH

Thiz badge af & mulbercy bush

belenged to a retriner of the Mowbeay

famaly. Fellowers of nable familiesolten

ware metal badpes like this, or doth
badges stitched to thedr cothing

for identificatian.

el . and was wom as o pendant.

IFHACON
Thisbadge

dates from the
15th century and
depicts a drygan,
This createne was a
carmman ermbalem in
hezaldry. The badge i
decorated with cnamal,

THORN IN THE 5112E
Castles were not just
fertified dwellings. They
were bases from which
soldiers contralled the
surrounding countryside.
Thas meant that an
invader had to detach
coaldiers o fake castles, ar
eun the risk of his supply
Livies bedng cut.
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Welsh |:-1'|11.-.'\-:
{iru:l'f:,'dd falls ko bis doath
trying tor escapee from e

Toweer oof London in 1244,

MANACLES
This iron collar is attached
toa chain, which was in
furn secuned tothe wall
of & room in Loches
castle Toadd to
The discomitiort,
thar coallnT
wo:iE;h:-: abouk
T kg (35 1t
Tisawr en of
rank weoaeld be
kept insuch
conditions.

YALULTS
Aopect at Chillon castle, Franee, has an
iron ring attached, o which prisomers wen:
manacled to provent thom escuping,

The castle as prison

A CASTLE SEEMS AN IDEAL FLACE for keeping prisoners. In medieval
tlimes most prisoners were political or state prisoners. Some of them
were captured noblemen awaiting the payment of ransom money.
They were given good living conditions, because they were valueless
to their captors if they died. Such men might even give their word of
honour not ko escape, in return for some freedom. Most rooms called
“dungeons” were probably cellars — only the ones with difficult
access may have been prisons. These were sometimes called oublieftes,
a French word suggesting that the prisoners were left
and forgotten. Criminals were not imprisoned in
castles in the Middle Ages. They were usually
punished by fine, mutilation, or execution. More
castles were used as prisons after the Middle
Ages. In fact, most stories involving torture,
imprisonment, and execution taking
place in castles belong after the Middle
Agres, in the 17th and 18th centuries.

Locking
fror Fing

Part of anstle COOD KING RICHARD?
cntiaiig prisan The English king Richard 11 was zaid
ber Juawe ordered the murder of his
tweis pepduons, Edweard Voand
Bickirrd, in e Tovwer of Loaden in
T4B3. Tlee princes were kept in the
Tovwer b pravenl nobles feom using
themas ravals for the theene, Maobedy
Eroaws whe really killed thern or

exactly when they died,

il ) renr
chin atfeckal
ter Teatid

Sarned el

A PRISON
The ke ab Leches, Erance, was used asa
prison foamn the 15t century. This example,
togpebher with a few ollers such as the Tower
of Eomdan, are aken b impdy that Blocsd and
death weerne commmmion by sach places, T
et stories of prisoness’ misery
bulomng in lator fires, when
citstles were used for
peditical executions or
s camntat jaals,

VICTIN?

This picture shows
Edweard % with

his parents

Edward IY and
Elizabeth Woodwville.

Bagner |!:'|"-'|'.I'I'.'IH
fenir-de-dyz, the
Lrditional

heraldic syehal
of Frapoe

S

DEATH BY BLIESNIMNG

Those whin rehased fo follow the
stake religion wene sounelintes
burned at the stake. Many
burnings took F]i'll."l.'
during the 16th
conhary.

y MATDOF ORLEAMS FF WIETH
' This 19th-cenbury salue is of [oan HIS HEATD
L of Arc, a young Frenchweman from Thir sovoind wwas
' Oirleans who was buered at the wsecd in Burope for

skake for witelerafll in 1431 becanse I‘-'f“h'!'-'ldil'lfg. as in This
of her leading role in vickorics ower picture of 1415, The
thie Enygrlish. Slee was Imprisoned in victim waits blind felded
the castle at Rovea dugng her irial. forr the fatal Blow,

Shonild grille
I qf
Tiord v

Wnasdier

Window

henuch
v

Srvall
I
o fior
passing
Joumi aped
wrnk e
PREIRET
e

BARREI} VIEW
A strong wooden grille confines the prisener 1o his reom in
e castle al Loches, Prisoners wers ofben allowed (o have
erniich myore space than in this szaall cell,
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Fligh inaer soalia close fo onter High Taeang fower

walls ewable defendess do divect
Angled tafns Frices Cirees of fire oi1 ereniy
retopging sl

Cortimandes’s
fjuarlers

Crusader castles

For over 200 vEARs European Christians fought

the Muslims to try to win control of the Holy Land

by launching expeditions called crusades. They were
impressed by huge Byzantine and Muslim fortifications
and took over Muslim strongholds to encourage European
settlers. They built castles to guard roads and to help

them attack nearby towns. By the late 12th century such
castles were being used as border posts,

T : HOSTITALLER STRONGHOLD
administrative centres, safe havens, and Keak des Chavallens I Eyria s aeiel 2 R fomres s o Agesdue! o chrsel
which swas rebuilt in the 1240 centucy B ghts hler tigct !
LTIy bases. Gfl‘EI’I, the crusaders used gﬂﬂd BESIEGED Haspitaller, the other great erder of wacrier monks, The curlali water i castie
sites for castles, PlElEES p[g['{gcted 0T ﬂ'u:‘EE This 13th-contury Halian manuaseripl shows reclangular casthe was Ei".'n.':; ar mﬁluur;i;ﬂlgnh-.-ajl_am ival! CHARGE!
7 . ' Crusnders trying to break inbo Antioc, This cily make a complex stracture thit wilhsiood many sieges. _y . i
sides by a sea or river; they built strong o o largs Hal W svieof the Firek iisade’ s [his Jalian picture of a Turkish
walls and ditches to guard the fourth (1095-1095) could nok sucround 3, in aple of he “&fﬂf:ﬂéﬂﬁ foson the gadly
B . 7o size of their army. o they had 4o guacd against i e I"':'Uﬂg]_ ,
side. Elsewhere, rapid building was stiies Biom the: gabes baiildins s 1?%53:?% out l;imnr}:f
i aver them. European acfists koew that {he . ) Ath 1Y, i :
necessary, so _SIITI[JIE I'EEEELHnglEII‘ croscent was a Muslim symibel, and thought iL ;ﬁ.!..!:']F]iJEIHLSJELEH (1} Tmﬁ mailmll}'c:d on
enclosures with corner and was used on the defenders’ shaelds,  Fir} Likcans QFCLCCE X YRAES
. dimally reaciied afterwards.
flanking towers appeared. Jerusabens in 1099,
Breaking anto the
Battlewients I ENIGES: E?sﬁtjsn‘:lﬂgﬂl

Thr sl of the Endghis Templaz shows Lo

knights an ane horse, suggesting el
criginal poverly. This
ordiar of warrier-
mnonks was foemed

beran killing
and looling, This
picture of the fall
af the ity wras

Mizin toeer i 1115, Thev Loak :Il.'li.l.li.ll'." during the
their nae frem 15th cenlury,
{heir headquarters, hanpe the laler |
which was mear the ™ style of armeur wom ITGth-centiiry
Temple in Jerusalem, by the soldiers. Turkich coldier
MAILED KNIGHT Sall oo T :
Crusaders, like this i el B Loy Lot Lo = KERAE MUSLIM FORTRESS befony o i
knight of abouwt 1250, T L 3 This castle stands en 2 narrow The castle al Qateana, Jordan shows one typical Miachizulations Cne-shaped Nisroze
st i shict of mil, neck of land in the Jerdanian design of fortification built by the Muslins aflee profecting dooray eremeilufises Erre SIS
a cloth surcoat, desert, It is izolated from the the departure of the crusaders. It was built using
and a helm on nearby town, and from the lewcal limestore and its defensive featurss include
the head. approach at the ather end, by machicolations and Veshapod arrow slils.

ditches cutin the rack. The
edher sides have natural
steep rock slapes, A lower
courlyard on one side
gave the defenders two
Tevels from which

to fire, Biailt in 1143,

it was =0 cffective

in disrupting the
cormrmunications of the
Muslims that it was
atacked several Gmaes
Tt bl v weisfd-miomth
sicge by the Muslim
Feader Saladin in T1ES
before the caste fell,

Wall o e
;‘ullrl’&nlrd

slowie spleses
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Castles in Japan

Forrresses HAD BEEN BUILT in Japan since the Yamato period
(A.D. 300-710). Sometimes these were temporary strongholds,
but by the 14th century more permanent fortifications of
wood were beginning to appear. The 16th and early 17th
centuries, a time when castles were in decline in Europe,
saw the heyday of castles in Japan. The reasons for this
were the political instability in Japan and the use of
small firearms. Cannon were not highly developed
there, so warriors could shelter behind castle walls,
safe against the handguns and cavalry of their enemies.
MNatural hill sites were used if possible;
otherwise platforms of rammed earth
were built and faced with dressed
stone blocks. Rivers, lakes, or the
sea provided natural moats,

MANY BAILEYS
Castles aften contained many r.‘1.'|u:r|:_'.-'.‘||:'d.5_. which }:E]'-'I
the main tosweer 2 sate distanee from altempls (o sct it on
fire Prﬂgmﬁihnmsh this -::-:a-url::r':.'l:l‘du was somelimes like
El:IiTI.E; r'h.muah & masi. An atbacker woiild have ko ]
through all the baileys before getbing to the main tower, .

MEW MONEY
levasy was thae first
“nif Ehie Taskargawi
Shoguns, lmpersal
cdfbcinls whe bescame
this most powerful
men in Japan. He
reorganized Japan’s
ridietary Sysbetn Ly
the late 16th century. |
Cast or Beaten slabs
Silver oodn, of gold or stlver
1601 were wsed for colns,

SWORD FOLISHING
Polshers work en lethally sharp
samural weapons, In the later Lath
Cenlury, samuTai warrioes obben
lived im Jarge castles, as the
daimyos (provincial rubers)
began to replace thedr many
sroall fortrisees with single
huge castles, often built
i tonis, Such castles
becams administrativis
cenbres as well as fortnesses.

SAMURAL
Thr samnuzad wWias In many ways
sicnilar to the fewdal knight of Eurtope.
Hiz was a trained warrior who served
a load and expected to be served
by preasants and merchants, His
armour was made ina wniguae
WAy, It consisted of imon
plates Laced bogether.
Beraume of Hhe damp
clirmate the imon
wis Lacquered to
=op it ru.*:l:inE.
This rerour was
cffective against the very
sharp swoards used, which were
thie mark of the samarmi. This
plcture shows a samuri warrior
{'ru:us.na'ing thi- L.lj'i rivier in TTH4

ATTACKING THE GATE
The assault on the Sanje palace (1180 shows
a common method of altack. This was rarcly
successful, unlike slarvation or Betrayal.
Sometimes the garrison shot the attackers in
the courbyard. Stege lechnbgues were similar
tov thisee used in Europse, although mines
were ot wsed wnlil the later 16th contury.

LAYERED TOWER.

There were often several fowers ina cstle, to allosy the
defenders to fire on the enemy from different angles, The
gates also often had single-storey towers over theo, The
lieart of the castle was the madin fower swwhich, built on an

Flighly decorabel earthen mound, was several storevs high. In Later castles
gakle indicates the hase was prodected by stone, while the strocture
the greaf poer abovre was made of wood. To reduce the ﬁ.‘rl:_l'iSk,.
af Hhe dord woden parts of the bowers were often thickly

plasterisd and the gates covered with
iran plabes. Towers like this
g akt Hirsejt castle served

BADGE
Famibly badges were as comsand centres,
kmowen as “mon”, walbcliowers, and storage

areas, In the upper floors

They were painted an
were quarters for the lond,

items such as arreoer

and banners. This is Woaden
the butterfly mon ,.a-Tf Lpper
of the Ashikaga r storey
family.

Pagenia-lite
rif auel
bl

operhing
Slarrout

g

{Hiner
fritsnenors
af timibvrs

Cranona floor
r:l.rah,-.'rrr_-:fby
dreasied

shome stahs
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THE 11ALL waS the main room in the castle. Tt was used for
eating, sleeping, and carrying out castle business. The day in
the hall began early with breakfast, which consisted of bread
soaked in ale or watered wine, eaten after Mass. The main meal, where
formality and good manners were expected, was taken at about ten or
eleven in the morning. In the evening there were various suppers,
which often ended in overeating and drunkenness, Servants with
ewer, basin, and napkin poured water over the hands of important
guests before and after meals; other people washed at basins near the
doors. Later the trestles were removed to make room for entertainment and
eventually the stuffed palliasses used for sleeping. Only rich people had
proper beds. During the 13th century the lord began to distance himself from
the larger household, and extra rooms were built for him and his close family.

12th-century
copper-alloy
hanging Lanp

Halider for
cardie

Modir
drip-oilcher

HEAKTH ASND HOME
Early hallz had a fireplace in the midd e of
Ll secnn bl these were Later abandaomed
in Favone of wall fireplaces, which had
thie advantage of o ue o crry
anway the smake. The lord™s table
wins aften near the fire dor warmth
and was placed at ance end so the
I conled survey this whale Rall.
CIfber an o raised |:1L'|I:E|:-n:|1 ur
daiz it might be the |1|'||_1_.- fablis
wwith e legrs and o elodie

Sifver
burid frelds
sl widiy b
heralilic aris of i
fhe Cosad of Flaeudrs

FLOOREDH Giddvdd st
A 1ath-century Gile illasitates the legend
of Tristan, The floors of reval palaces,
rich halls, and abbews waene
decoraied with many tiles like
This, Carpeds wore somaetimes
arnported as lexuries from
the East, but they were
weually hung om Hhae

walls, like tapestrices.

Miple-avood

corr

— Boiol mie
Seeen wevy
Simely et
miaple epod

Aniod
decoralian

TOLE HEALTH?

Weooden coversd bowls wone
somebies used for drinking toasts. Thoey were
called mazers, an old word for maple, the wood
wsend Lo rnakee the bowels, This rich 15th-century
Flemish example kas a gilded silver (ool
It probably belonged e Louis de Male,
Connt of Flanders. Other procioas
wessels in the hall inchzded the sall
cellar, This was placed in front of the
principal guest ab mrnltimes; soalles
“zalts” were placed on ather tablas,
Lesser folk snt ol the sl

Decordive
el
feTeRge

CANDLESTICH

Animals and plants decazate shis laba
|2ﬂ1.-i:|:'rl.l'll.l'_!|' rnppc'rhilll.-::-_'g.' e
camd lestick. Cand les weere masd e From
amiral Fats, O Lamyps wwere wlsn vaed,

FORMAL MEALS
These fook placis
in the grest kall.
Somictimes there
wras a lesser hiall

where thee castle
consfable

corducted
bisiness,

-

Llaaar fo firicyr
s pater
conripand

ROYAL HALL
Sbeps froso the hall at Lochies, France,
Lo ol 1o the Battlements, marked by
the round beweer. OFben the certain
weall formcd one side of the kall. This
saved money on building bazt large
witidewes could not e plerced on
this zide of the hall. Farly halls had
beem made of Hmiber, but steas
became increasingly comimon.
Because of the smell and fine
risk, the lord wsually buil
Tuis ball well aveay fram

the castle Kitchen.

STEEF RCHIF

The castle at Loches on the River

Loire in France has 2 keep aof e
11tk and 124h conburies with oy
later additions. Thie roval hall with
ils stepped gable is associabed with
the 13th-century king, Charles VIIL
whose mistress Angres Sourel lived
at Lochaes and is Buried there.

Bt lemieeils
af grgd hall

Copinal,
shale-ronerad

\ Circuler tigeer overfpnks {-ﬂ:l_r'h"'!" Her
Faaddiemendts, fo géie @ good wpiksdoas of
iy aof Hhe srereoaond g arair sraid hall
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The kitchen

Iy THE MIDDLE AGES, the heat for cooking was provided by fires.
Accidental fires could be disastrous, so the castle kitchen was often
housed in a separate building in the courtyard. But this meant that
the food cooled as it was carried to the table. So it became more

HOOKING OUT THE FLICH
A L4 th-century oook uses

flesh-hooks to common for the kitchen to be joined to the castle hall by a
oy passage. It might contain an open hearth or ovens set into the

rreaf.

walls. In addition there could be a range of other rooms
nearby — a pantry (for storing food), a buttery (for
bottles), a bakehouse, and perhaps even a brewhouse
with a tank to soak barley and kilns to dry the grain.

LSEINMMER

‘.'-'I';m}' fonds woere oooked
I:|:,' h-r.i]ing them in weatker. & tool

like thiz skimmer coald b wsaed to
rermove small itoms from e cauldron.
The hot water would drsin away Laroigh
thir heles, Thenes was :lri;._',i.r.all}' H |-:'r:|:_.;_
wogden hanadle b prewent the cook's

fingers from getting burnt,

Soncket fa ¥,
dake bawlie

Hipdes throurgh
mefideh reader
ol drarm

CORE OF THE FROBLEM
This ::-.'u-;qcr' is Fn:-h:bl}' an
apple corer. [E conld be
pushed inte the middle of
the apple to remonve the cone.

T frehe remiows core,
.'.r:l:.'.‘l.'g e oy exlible purls Freodier
Jinantle

LEGS TO STAND O
Cooking pols with legs
cortld stand right in the fire,
The long handle helped to
prevent bumt fingers,

KMIFE

As beday, knives of all siees were used i the

kitchen for custing, earving, and boning.

FLESH-HIREK
This was a tool with metal prongs thit
wire somelimes bent inko hooks. Using the
wosden handle, the flesh-hoeok could ke
Hoaked Lhrust into a pieoe of meat to il it inko or oot
prarg of o cauldren of boiling water. This was a
cominon way of cooking maeat

SFITTED CLEAYER

Im this Tith-century The conk would cut
pictums, several animals up animial carcaises
are turned oo a spit so with a cleaver. It had a
that thew roast Tnrge, deep Blade, becase it
e :,-_T]LL'- WS |.'II'|.‘II.IE]1.1: dinwn l['l:n::-u_gh
msan an tha the meat like an axe The

lixft puts a log wight of the blade, as well as
o thee fize using its sharp, curved edge, lalped
aleng forked stiek. to cut throwugh the fesh,

Dhecumiliin
il s-

il sautil

FASHIONABLE FOT
Bar the 13h condury,
pots made of iran,
bronzae, or coppaer were
gradually replacing those
miade From sartheonwvace.
Raonnd -batbomed oies, ke
this broree laver oe cauldron,
wre designed to be bung from
chains over a five This one has
boen Livened up with mouldings of
animal faces. Each attachment for tha
hanging chain is shaped like 2 woman's
face. The badestyles kelp to dabe the pot 4o
bl early 158k centwry,

SUGAT LOAVES

Whate sugar was a costly
rarcly in Europe = it had

to ke Bronpht from the

East. The lowest qualiby
of refiined sugar was the
contical koaf shown here,

whieh was made from
wliide paste, Powedered

while sugar, somchomes
Mavoured with spices or

[ewviers, was a luxury.
There was alao brown
supar ancd maolasses,

which came from Sdcily.

feanry Flale

Chinins o
g

Cn;rlyjr:g
dawdic

HAMGIT
Early-15th- This flat-botomed pol was hung
sy over the fire, probably from o hook
Juirsdyly in thie top of e fireplace,

Spout in
shape af
aniznal’s

frar

JuG

Hnn}'jugs wore made
of pottery, often with the
preen plaze vpical of
redieval ware. [ order foe
meakoe thiem moee aftrachive,
potters somelines moulded
Faces oz aninsals inka the
sucfaoe. Hepa Lhene is a
decorative spout shaped
like mm adzoal's head.
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BOWL T sinapend Jike
This 12 th-oenbuey Bronze bowl Iz face
i called o Hansa bowl, The
Hansa was a leapue of
Morth Evrepean trading
forvns and these bowls
wrpe widely used, Metal
Eoavls woere Clearid
afler use by boiling,
Haerr i bean and then
subbing vigorously

At table

A vARIETY OF FO0DS was served in the castle hall. Beef and mutton were the
main meat dishes, but venison was eaten after a successful hunt. Because
there was no refrigeration, animals were kept near the kitchen until ready for
slaughtering. Otherwise meat was salted to preserve it. Rich sauces were

wilha soft clath.
usetul to disguise the taste of over-ripe meat in winter. Poultry and eggs
Pligrsant were often eaten, wild birds of all kinds ended up on the menu, and game
g : was popular. The meat might be eaten with onions, garlic, and herbs from the LA sttt
after conkiy castle garden, and the most common vegetables were dried peas and beans. :

jug has been made with a
firee stacing up, and the legs
hawe foot shaged like anamal
paws. A pug like this might
bave contaaned hippocras, o
drink made Coom wine
erised will honey
and heibs,

Fish was served on Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday, and also during Lent.

| Salted herrings were comimnon, but the castle fishponds provided freshwater

: A species too, At feasts or roval meals, more exotic items, such as peacock or
crane, were served. The most
spectacular dish was the chef’s
subtlety, a mixture of sugar, paste,
marzipan and jelly, painted and
moulded into shapes such as
castles, ships, and hunting scenes.

Plaim,

sifrfheinivere

freizh —

DEIMNE, ANYONE?

Crude podbery jugs wene wsed (o by L %
carry alie oF wie for e ondinary A——— ST
diners, Hops were unknewn until the

Ldier Ml Ages, w0 boer wias made
Fronm Baclew, wlhical, oats, or a mlstare
of all theee. Wornen knovwn as ale

wives, or maonks in monasterles,
i the Bresvang,

WHAT
A DI5H
Sore animals
were made to
Lol alive for
presentation at
takle, for example
by eeplacing
fealhers, Medieval
people often liked
their food to be
artificially coloured
with fruit ar
viegetable juioes,

Handie

BAMQLUET
Muliles were aiten served by papges who wens training o
become squires. In this 15(h-century picture most people silen
benches — only the rich used chairs, Feople had persanal knives ; :
and spoons {pp. +8-43], but forks were almost unknown, - Aninral fot
OlfLen, twe dimers would share a bowl ar evena cup,

FELITHFUL FARL

Castles aften hnd walled
Earcil:n:: with oechard=
whiere fruit like this
conled b grow,
.'".]'.!F!l-u:i and prars
e in maartlern
latitudes; furtiver
south rew
figﬁ, BrAps,
oz, anl
lemons.

FUDDING

Thas is an almordd milk pudding,.

Mk wras used mainly For

cooking rather than drinking,
and puddings Tike this wen:
considered delicacies, Cne

4 was custard, o pastry case

called a coffin, filled with a
s of mead, herbs, dates,
woges, vinegat, and egps,

FREAD PLATES

Flag pieces of stale bread,
called Lrenchers, were s o i P R L e, S e %,
used as plates, They scaked g8 L e : g R T 34 3
up the pravy and, if wneaten M . o - i : i LN ;
atterwazds, could be given to
fhwe poor of theown to the dogs.
Whale wleat bread was the moest comman
arnd wastel was the finest white bread, eaten by
e gicl, Geain For the bread come froom bl oo and
{ie bieead was baked in the castle kitchen o bakehouse.

Peyder Pewter bored 1ot
plate drenrmted edge
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Hisd N
ke benl i
Hhoe ks

The entertainers

Lz v A cASTLE was not all work and
warfare. Hunting and hawking were greatly
enjoyed by all and brought useful additions
for the table. Some outdoor pastimes were
quite dangerous — there were
tournaments for the knights, and
bouts of wrestling or rough ball
games, Adults even played
children’s games such as
hoodman blind, when a
person’s head was covered and
he or she had to chase the other
players. To while away the hours indoors, people played
board games and listened to musicians or storytellers. The
storytellers recited the great heroic epics of champions
such as Roland, troubadours in southern France sang of
their love for ladies, and chivalric romances, such as tales
of King Arthur’s knights, were also popular. Much of this
entertainment was provided by travelling minstrels and
players, who moved around, but
some kings and nobles kept a jester,
or fool, to entertain them.

GAMEBLERS
Bl allen gambled
at dice and became
quitle addiched to it

Thick gloes
pruiects Sleore
fromr B bird'e

!'R.IIHFI'.I faefisms

ROYALPLEASURE

This lead badge shows a king riding

willy hils faleon, All ranks of socicty

eijoyed falocnry, although some spoecies
of bind were reserved for the nobiliby.
Faloonry was a skill that had fo be learned bt

theve was a great pleasune in working birds with
a decoy bird Lor Jured and watching thedr soaring
Might and their akility to plummet down through

the air (or stoop) tosciae their prey.

Leather
Jesses feep
hird ow
Y fist

HAWEK BELLS

Bells were attached to the
Lird's leg g0 Lhat the Lalooner
ke weliere the creature was,

BIRCHIN THE HANT
People aften had a close
relationship with their falcons.
A lord mrdght keep a faloon in
his charakber, although they
wirg usually kept in special
buildings called mews, Some of
Lhe equiproent wsed in faleomry,
such s the heod, camie to
Europe from the Middle Tast
at Bhe tims of the crusades.

GARDENER™S WIHHLD

Castle pardens wore u:-:u:l]l:." will
terded, nat least beenzse thoey graw
Terchs nrd fruit for the bl 'I'Ill::,'
wirs als pleasant ]:ll:.mlﬁ For bords
and ladies ko =trall and talk.

EEATIMNG TIME
The moare jolly
rredicval tanes had
a strong drum beat,
which somictimes
had quite a complax
pattern. Thuse souall
drums, in a picture [rotm
thir micd-1dth-cendury
Laztirell Psaltez, are called
nakers, A very large
drum wiss somelimes
crcied om Hee hack sehile

s ol sdrack L

HURLRY-GUREFY
A Tl=century musician is plodng
a hardy-gurdy, This was played by
tuening a handle which sounded all
(e slrings at emae b produce
drome-like sound, The fingees of the
olles land were then wsed to
prodduce the reguired nobes.

Hallegped-onl
coapt's horr

Leather
Jezird

Peallen
fiphis

# BALL GAMES
This 13th-cenhury
Ball game with
curvid sticks may
Tz an early versicn
of hockey. The ball
used was quite Targe
and was probakly
rade of leather.

MIMSTREL
A 1Sth-cenbuey masician plays a
harnpipe, so-called becauze its wonden
]:"Te = coqunecled by aleathor band to
a hellvwved-out cow's horn, Dancing,
bex Hhe uocomnpaniment of msicians
playing instewments like this, was very
popular, The earlicst forms involved
everyone helding hands in a ring or
a long chain. Later there were more
danees for couples, Minstrels alse sang,
sometimes accompanied only by the harp.
Early songs oflen dealt with war; later
Tove songs and those with a religious
theme becatre popular. Theze were
sone songs that reminded people
T Jerusalem was ruled By
Muslims and urging Cheistian
crusades by win it back.

Cligqier-
board paiters
aflen woarn by
ehlertaiers

WHAT A FOCHL
The jobr of the foal or jester was to
make people laugh. He might wear
a cap and bells and carry a bladder
ot a stick (the stapstick) and hos
jokiess could e wery crude. He was
somelimes allowed to say things to
his master that others dared not.




THE LAY

This lacky of the carly 15th century
wermald ouan thie leenzsehaold in lee
husband s absence and clwek lis
nearby manors, She also bad to
crberiin visifoes 4o the castle, grL'l:"IJ'I:'lg
them at the gabe and being there to say
farcwell. She wies i charge of the castle
Eitchens and thee maenn, HH]II'_'HJ;I'.:,]L =l sl
not normally cowake bl food Teorsell, o her

Women and children

T HiE MOST IMPORTANT woman in the castle was
the lady, the wife of the lord. The families of knights ¢
might also live in the castle, and the children of other

F i : 2 TOGETHERNESS spane time shie woold enjoy huoting,
lords might be trained there. High-ranking women Enights and nobles dancing, ard playing chess and
aftern marred an heincss .‘:'u||-'|'.'.|.'|'.": R:al'ry et her board gL,

had their own ladies-in-waiting to attend them and
there were also female servants, Laundresses

for her Iand. In spite of this Plagkar!

inauspicious start, conaples

. - ' aften grow closis Meople SIGMS OF WEALTH
3 cleaned soiled clothing and seamstresses repaired : Rl e b asdlas Ladics fiked to vwear
HIGH AND LOW it. Women of all classes learned how to spin, weave, SITE SADDILE Chutesgh pesti Sl St L
. Sth. o : 5 4 a i I3 51_. I'-r :m}.n:mu WLLIL O LT - i
1Pﬂ;sleTm;}?a];I§t:?t;f;u and SEW" H:Fld Slﬂm'l.'-_" ladies ﬂ'!:- rank were skilled at En:c;r:l';f{'_',' 'llzfg':'::m:‘?._u I.-|.1v:li?;th- :|1l:|r.|r|51J|._?" Feaacl tor et Tuis attractive, h-f:.;mw nf Firtle
Iabourer shows the diterences  2Ibroidering in gold and silver threads, century Canterbury Tales, had permission to marry. ife Mfe N ramnpy
in thir classos of socieby. The been marricd sevenal Howes R 'E"E';' w'a:""' 4 i
peasant is shown, as often in and showed Ehnt waanen e ;5]1':' £ ln:mrm_'
pictures, digzing with - sometimes had a degree Amitiest LA g
her back bt of indlependence. Late-13th {-!EHI.IT}'
Y English gilt brooch Lo sivap
HEAD OF STONE
This T4th-century stone corbel, —
carved L represent a woman, Engl'ish CIM S Ti,q?rl-
o julbed from a wall to take 4 brooch it
the weight of an arch or beam. Wimpile, q.{.{.uw‘l'-'r
The woman wears a wimple, F?-‘"L'“Ff fo 2
a piece of linen which passed [ fuair :
wnder the chin. Th wimpte Dy ik Patiers hid solid
wis papular throaghoat the "‘b&?im B 543]
Middle i"-r,'f.‘ﬁ and was often o5 Ln. = 21
A P and could beslipped % Sidoless
e S aves ardinary beather LT slircond
Hair o A i E i shioes i e syealler & 4 i
ition and age. wias bad They were X |
Posl useful wlhen ratn el B
mele tracks and oo g
el ranncds very maeddy. i i 4 R
I' \ .‘: Tl 5 = '
rl | | ] I:" n { ; i
Salid ! |t LU
Tonadie 18 e
st [ F_: e B
PLAYING AT 1 ; ) 11-1 .
SOLDIERS - | i B
Thils Jittle metal toy sword ‘-H"'"-‘:-r._,_ s
and helmet are copics of full- o ; :

st items vsed inowar, Thay wore
probably played with by young
bowvs who might one day use real
arms in hattle,

£ 2
4

: CHREISTINE DE FISAN

This well-educated warman wrate
¢ poerns and other works in the Iate 14th
cenfury and becamice i professinna)
writer in the carly 15th century,

e — E

Children

When only about seven, a boy
fram a nable family might be sent to

ek kg e | b

a castle, often that of a relative, to become c'h'lﬂ;?ftll-.m”:gf E%ﬁmus
. “hildbirth wa ] A
a page and learn good manners. After for maedeal knowledpe in the
about seven years he u_ruu]d l:_negm tor brain Midul le Ages was limited and
as a squire, perhaps being kiughtcd when stanclards of hygiene were low,
about 21, Girls were also sent to another M;n:tr'FMU_Pi_Lurﬂ and hﬂhﬂ-:-&ﬁﬂ-l:md
: : b Families were still oflen
castle l.'D be tﬁughr h}];:hﬁ ]ad‘:; :11.1 Eh'; Arts Large. Muoblawomen somedimes
of sewing, home-making, and how to give their babies Lo wet-nurses
behave correctly - especially in tu breasi-feed rather than
Flelmet fromt of the gentlemen, doing this themselves,
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EING'S OOIN
This geld coin is
a balla, mads for
Edmurd, King
of Ricily,

Carving
knile

Framriled
ars, s
befmern
1E7) aed
fer]

Bt T
W R e
T e R R e e s, o,
e e, Portrail of
RN i o e lor

ks Maresece

A CASTLE WAS HOME TO A LORD, who could be anyone from
a minor baron to the king himself. A large castle could be
used as an administrative base by a powerful lord, who
could also live there in comfort. The lord’s rank meant that
he enjoyed the luxury of privacy, with his own chamber.
Kings and great lords, who had several castles and houses,
would appoint an official called a castellan to run the castle
in their absence. But if during a siege the castellan felt it
necessary to surrender, the laws of war said that he should
first send word to his lord for permission te do so. The king
would also entrust some of his castles to local
officials such as sheriffs, who
could govern part of the country
using the castle as a base. Such
castles were usually built in
towns and would often be
connected to the town walls.

Dops ke greyvlounds
wore valued buanting
COMPATtions

HOMECOMING

A 1Sth-century koight refurns hom,

T b wiviringg a large steel helmet called
a basinet. A look-out watches from his
lofty percl o kigh foswer.

o

HAT TRICK
This loed wears &
chaperon, a distinctive
15 e lury hat, It
cveloped from the d@8
s, with the Face-
ppening worn on the
tap af e hizad, The
Tony; “tail”, originally  F
the back of the hood, Gt
iz called a liripipe.

PHRSOMAL ITEMS
A loed would wseally kave
ks owwn cullery, which
maghit be kepl ina leather
waran Tlese are lwoof a set
ol Tomtr kndves which are
dsoraled with the heraldic
arens of Jehn the
Fearlezs, Duke
of Baurgundy.

e i
..1 s '

KEEMNG EIT
The Lord was a kgt and was expociod to fight
for his king if ovcessary, Many proctized by taking
part in tournaments, wihene mosnbed knights foeght
in fromt of admiring bedics, Koights could enter ¢ither
1he beam g (Ll l:|.||.|l'|'.1.'f:l 0 .-li|'|r_';|l." cantibal with
Tamaes {the jousath, In this I.'-I'|I.--..'\v:'|'|l|.1rrl.I piciure, hwo
knights kave shatlersd their Tinces against one
anotler and are fighiing with swosds,

Ealing
Rt ____._“._-._. T T e e O i |
Wﬁxﬁ@fﬁ*ﬂf YA AR
= P -_-'.'L.? I"ﬂ o ! ) )

AN j_,.q {.

IVIDRY CASKET = .
Caskets conlained personal
- i apd carma in
varsows shaes. This French
exampbe i made from sy
and 15 carvesd with soemes
from the Romance of the
Chateleime de Vergy, Ik was
monvcde o the second quisrtes
of the [4th centusy,

DISPLAY
Losds displayed thelr wealth
rok only on theimzelves but alzo
aai bl fasuly and pelalners,
This varly 15H-century tuckle,
fowigil af Chaleis i Gresos,
in made of silver.

Pradand
wilk J'm.l'g:

Wonfen hose

UNDERWEATR
Im the Ttk amed 1500 conburice
A mman would wear a doullel
berreath his B, Linder the
derabliok was 4 shirt, In conirast Lo
the cuter ganments, the shirt was
|.]|.1EIr_' FI'I_"'IiJI and functional, Bocaase
8 ws o msisd 4o (e aliin L wnan
made of linen, to prevent itching.
Woollen hose would be attached o

the bnwoer exze of the doulble: |.‘1:|.' Foirfnd
small beoes called posinits, Bnatlarr
P

Cutlar of
dizrenr sivird

THE LCELR

Aen who looked afler soall casileos,
lurlinlhﬂ:.' in thi emseliled p-h‘“rnd between
the Ilth and Tth centunies, were not akways
too fusay about their dress. But those in
charge of Lt casibiss were offen keon bo
impress u‘iﬂ"::i::l‘u richoui=s of their clotkae,
enpecially on formal cocasions such as feasts
ora roval visie, This 15th-century lord wears
a long tormal gown called a houppelande,

Coliar weith
hadae

Gl decoralion
T
srlper pptal

Belt cirrying
s

Siloer

Wil

SHOWEING DR
ﬂ This cariy 4th-oentuny
! mount ks made from

;;_t|l silves and was
worm o Bele Like
o Uher buckle at the top o
ﬂ Ehks page, ik weas fourd

¥ at Chaleis in Geeeow,

o |"Jn':-,

1 k]

F Ty

i
1
|

=

e
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PFreshin Iy this larye

W‘ wrheed ez makes
.-;' i the diskef fune

Fabrics and textiles

IN THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD people usually
made their own clothes, either spinning
and weaving the cloth themselves, or
buying linen in large amounts and
making up garments when needed.
Wool was the most common textile,
and was often woven with goat's

(o Crrizwe fiprand
m:ﬂ' currsvrs s
Ll il liege U

hair to make chamlet, an ideal DYING FOR A LIVING G
T { 3 Clotly comld D coloared by T Warier’e |
n:thn.ﬂ] for making clothes. The o rhoeytis atiolic 8 ,|I|.:I.'r_1'h_:'1.r';'r.!“nr:-::'l 5
rich mlg]."ll wear garmen ts of more natural dye, Such dyes were it aifirend
i : awally made by boili
expensive cloths, such as linen or SRl S L GOLENG e
silk. Everyone wore underclothes of ploats i war, Dutiemsilk
itlse at beft afs
linen, because they were comfortable bt ne allif) Aias s
next to the skin. Varieties of silk wsful whitener.
increased during the Middle Ages, .
with types called samite, damask S e
. i sl L l.:"'.-"-"'.-"
(from Damascus), and talfeta roued “ i ; il
5 = [T
becoming available. Ball of I ;‘ :
weisallin - Ty
i cad _,.r"’-”

WORKING WITH Wo0L T

Onoe sheared fromm the shoep and washed, the v

o wwvas carded — steoked svalh a loothed s i

] Lo untangzlie it anad make e strands poind in 3
Chotrehears one direction. These strands were Uhien v
LT A LRASRD argund a distaff and fingeruls of wool pulled
Wos] was shianed away and twisted into a thread,

Sharp Trom tha sheep using, ___
fnmer large shears, Smalles

wersions wollld be wsed 1o ol
the ot Linlikor scivsars, wlsich
Tsave twoo armis that pived at the contne,
the amns of shears ane edned a1 one end
arel they cut when the oo ames ane pocuod
socether so that the blades slide over vach other,
The roumnded ond of the shears i springy, onad the

hL‘IdE’:‘- l.:lﬁl'l lll.ltvl,'lm_"til.'u'l..ll.},' h'hl."ll: :'.-':l."l-l'l."ﬁ!.

ndge Al
PN

Shararing
sharirs

Leatherworking

Shoes, sacleles, clathing,
scabbards, belts, and straps
for pieces of asmour woere jusl
some af he ilems made from
Teather, Moulded leather was
even used o make picces of
armour, as an allemative to
steel, 1t was also used Lo
make jugs and buckels, Many
I-;..:lllwrﬂl:liufln were skilfully
decorated with cuts, pricked,
or moulded designs,

SFRFINNING A YARY
Aot |'.:iT|‘-i and woamnen wiene Ll

10 5pin. This H1]1.~.;ws|1sr:.,' ALY 2

N wesing a spindle wheel, With this device,
X 1 a puash of the large wheel korps the distalf

I ! tuming,. so that the vam windson loil it is
| pulbod oul into a thevl, This technique could be used to prosduee
3 3 aliffeeent R:l'.hh“-\- q:-!’},f..\:n.i.'mﬁf wool 2t as Blache?, was waed

i for ibems ke boed covers, The coarsest Ly pes. russcks and burels,
sere sed rn.-.:-r:!t}r iw e P, Woollen AT WS woven into cloth
an a leom. Knibang |.||1l:." Bewan in the 15th centary and iz some
'p'!.1|.;|:-; nnl}" Became o cradl a century laaber.

SHARFBLALDE
This komife was weed fog
unthing, Ihnmlqh hide. The
leathorworkor manned the
handie back ansd forwvand
sov Ehat the wehoele blade
slivest Ehmmeeh the beather,
Leatherwarkers still use
ol Tike this doday.

e

AT WORERK

This 15thecenbusy piclisne
shasws [wathesworkers

af el trade
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[n the fields

T #iE PEOPLE WHO LIVED and worked in a castle had
to eat, and horses and hunting dogs had to be fed.
Much of the food was grown in the surrounding
fields, which belonged to the lord of the castle. The
SOWmG workers who tilled these fields lived in villages
Seedwascamied — nearby. In times of trouble they and their animals

i bag ¢ . u ] 1
e could seek shelter within the castle walls. Producing 1, JRUNING :

. w k & 3 In Alarch the vines svere prunesd satha
prertheeartily - food was hard work in the Middle Ages. It meant short-Handlad bOlveok. which could ot the
managed lo ke getting up very early in all weathers, at all times of branches back to ensure good growth.

et thesed the year, in order to plough the fields, sow the seed,
and harvest the crops in autumn, In sunny areas
vines were grown to produce wine. Beer brewed
from barley was popular in northern Europe;
the water was so dirty that drinking it could
make people very ill.

PLOUCHENG

Tha frun ploughsbhare
furnid over a furrow in
the eartlhy peady for planting
exisps, Usaeally the plough
wan palled By exen, Eight
animils woere gometimes
wsied, bl generally it was
fowr or less, as shown on
this 1dlecentury Lile, The
peasamta gbned 1oaether
o provide engagh animals
o pael] thie plough,

SICKLE
The sickle was wisd (o cut crops
in _I'ul].'. thees sialls |.|¢||'|g_ Lol half-cut
to provide straw for caltle. The wheat
or barley would then b theethed to

HE]:'..'II.'.J':-L" ok e Eraln, which the

miller grownd down o make

o for |'.lrb.".,'||,|~:|1,'|.|k'in|;.

WM OWING
Ears anl This enindature, froo the early 150ecenlery
aEabng gf Teds ricies henres of thae Duke of Beery In
cCImaner Fraroe, shovws the maonsh of June, 183
wlieal pepresented by men wsing seythes Wo cul

Lhe hay and bwo women lssing wp the
hiy 1o winnow it The haw provided
winter foedder for cattle

lonsickle | &% HEAVE! “kﬁﬁ_‘
| This 14 h-century :
\ haycart is being
P puashad uphill. Solid e - S
| collars on Lhe 4 R et o -
' 3 herses enabled - i .
\ I‘l ﬂmm topull 4

; sl

’ -r'.‘H l‘i d p.rﬁf"
!ﬁliﬁﬂ

r.iq]

--u.rl

WINE
Thie vimis ane bidng carefully lended in
this 15th-rentury Flemish plctuse, Cnoe ripe, the
grapes were pioked and packed in large casks
whire banefond winrkers noad them 1o squach
ot theeir foioe. This was oollected and feft to
ferment until il fommed wine.

HARD WOEEK
This 15 th-tentuey illustsaticn
from the Book of Howes of the
Dhachess of Hurgund.:.r
shamws Ehe taak dor
March: hoeing the
grommnd to brisak

up the topseil f
for planting.

ASE
A multbpurpose
Eoel, Hhue axe could
ber sl For felling sanall
breess, for chopging up
firewel, o fur culling logs.

BILLHOOK
This oo
veas wied
for pruning.
It hod

long cubing
E\'IE aned a
ek

0N OF THE S00L
The peasant was nod wseally allowed bo leave
U Lamd his family workod, He was a seel o
villein, which for some was liile dilfenest from
being a slave, exoopd that madieval pexiants
had 1o fieed themnselves from what ¢ i
The bord took a peroentage of the -n'ups?l
hirnself and the peasant had bo grisd grain
in the lord's mill, for o price. A peasant’s life
wias often very hard. | be was dependent on
the weather, and ruined crops smeant
Eamine, The Black Death RElled many
peasants in the 1th centiery aead they
brevame more vilued by the wpper
classes as a result of this,

Codrie
wondivi
FITCHING BN dunie
The pitchfork had

two prongs, called
tines, and a lang
wiooden shatt, 1t
wits mpinly 1sed for
H'Il.'llﬂil-'lg il
sheaves, or andles,
of hiy, and pitching
ERem wpr an o
'h.'.'lEl.'I'.'I.

Wirnr
LRI

Touicgh Inadler
ity o
hand soork

J'..-.nr.l'|rr-|'-.rl||

Leativer
g




COTSWOLD SHEL

Midseval shoep were smaller and thinmers
ihan shevp today and their meat would
Pmlul:ll!.' T By bt Bemclior oy oaf. Butk
they wiire Viory wsciul animals. Their skins

were wsid fo ke |".I||-|:h1'|1-q'1'|l for 1.1.1'i‘.ir|_g o

and their weol was vieal for clothing,. In the
I5th century English oawmners made fortunes
by =eelling weol to make cloth.

SWEETENERS
SuEar was gare and
enprnsive, s by
wids eften waed dor

Animals in the castle

A\ CASTLE NEEDED ANIMALS to provide food for the occupants.
Some animals could be kept in the courtyard, others grazed in
the fields and were brought in at night or at times of danger.
Many of the animals would be killed as winter came - there
would not be enough fodder to feed them all until the spring,.
The carcasses would be salted or smoked to preserve them and
hung in storerooms. Medieval farm animals looked different
from those of today. Medieval animals were smaller and gave
less meat, milk, or wool than their modern counterparts. But
some of the old breeds have survived, or

have been "bred back”, and show what
these animals were like. To add
variety to the table, wild animals
were hunted as extra food. a

MAONTH BY MONTH | |

Thas 12th-centuny ivory %II'II,-,_-
gt counler 5 partofa 1
sk, Each ore shows familiar 5 < 8y
countey scenes that portray %,
aifferent menths of the year.

swectening, These [ b

bevkevpers use .

Al s P s |||'.i|IrII|1?'II.I
wicker-work stz of Aries represenitod by
bechives, ; ;

si:.rlllil wmadie af
srtickrr-senrk

FRESH EGA25
Chickens conzlol ba Lefl Lo
serfch arausd brsdde
g costle constyarnd,
They rvight b thed
B0 A ep b slog
them wandering,

TOREER

Mediewal pips, like
those before tham,
were mikich mose Hie
wilkd haoars i shapse and
wene mpwchere mar as lal
as modermn pigs In
modieval Englind they
wen nad onlby wachul e
providing poek, they
e SO e b
as petrievers, like moesleen
diogs, aned were paed
swhen poaching,

e I'.'lrnl'rrh/ :

of il Foar

Hhy g

LITTal |"|TI'I".||II-H.:; k=

|'.4||.'.3,;,
eirrevd
froris

HAONT CORAT
Ceoats prvided mflk
and were uniuay
exbers in the caslle
courtyanl, Haps soals
probably aesived in Europe inthe 14th contury, 4
beaught by crusadees reluening from the Haoly
Lard. Thir masiwe comes from Sit fohn Bagot,
o swhone pack ey were presentod. In 1280
#ehtl’s hieasd wias adsded to the Bagot
fuindlys coat-pf-arms,

Cherk, Rainy
<, Pt drenl

CONEY
Busbbits wose eauzht fof fosd, g

and for thebre fur, whkich was
called coney, A ferret was pud
Aovwtn ot e aid the ralist
caushb by o met as B bslted ast
ol another. Rabbit burrows oz
e were specially sel
o andd looked atlee by
o efficial wlyy was
[ called o warrener,

FHEASANT

The Bomans probably
introduced pheasants Lo
England. Feaple unted s
with boavs or faleons s provide
A sonree of additional foogd,

IPAMBNAGEH
Ta overoomie winter fosd hl‘lLIl‘-l.]ﬁn."'S-_. priis contld T deiven
into the Incal woodband in Movernber. Flese, ax this 151h=
cenhary picture shows, people knocked down acosmns from
nak Erees for the ].'liES foal, Thae pHEs Al liked Beechimasl,
The ripght b pasture pigs in a fores! was known as pannage.

A Alfneiiy
i Brincil cnd
.
Wil forn
apniat = R
e |I-€:|r|

el i e
Mildie A ]

Lo, dfubouy

_.,,a-""" TriF .l.u.;*;l-: il

& AR 1 anaer

Liitder — entile soere
i soierce of itk @s
LOIMEHORY wall s wpeat
Linlike the cattle of today,
whtose horns are remoeed for
sabely, medicval catlle could have
'\ very long horns indoeed. Longhomn
i cattle may be descended from the
iy wild catthe first domesticatod in the
: Stone Age. Cattle proncidod meat,
| amwd their hides were lanred to
sraakee bealler, The sbeers wene
{ karreod Lo a plough by a
wosmben voke (horses wiene
fok ofben used for this task).
The cows were milked, as
s ewes and she-goats.
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VALLT i

In order b carny the voeight
of a stone roof, builders of the

The castle builders

Morman period used & funne] ijl.':u!r
effect called 2 barred vault. By ;:—.'m:::r}m
¥ crossing two of these at right- v
ONCE A SUITABLE SITE with fresh water was found, the lord angles.a groined -.-ﬁn was
employed a master mason, often on contract, to help plan and eyl o Cse
+ = rs oL
build the castle. Such highly respected men would employ a clerk wpurrds froem @ coenes. str, v,
arifcd eLdrsicre

to sort out the accounts and obtain building materials. The master
— mason would take charge of the building work.
o HOWEBAR :
% vy Under him were an army of workers. Hewers cut
blacks of 1o stone at the quarry; freemasons cut the fine

Papaped b prafect
soediers or g lery

STRAMGHT MAM T
A Lesrd falka willy W
his miudir Buson, ]
ey Sergies i
Tuenb line, The

VATTLE AND DALE

My &of Hh bukldisgs In

: ¥ L . A costlie courtyand might
! m—-”l—‘-'M'l‘ﬂ_ﬂE' T & b Eimbner=f rmesl, Thae

stor el Lo Sl ; . . ' s
be mamharded blocks of building stone (known as ashlar) and uqﬁfkﬁﬁiﬁ'i.ﬁ? h ﬂﬂﬁf’;";,‘m; ok
b st g Carved decorative mouldings; roughmasons and ... .. J—— hangiog straight GliE g W PR B
. . : ' % anderyy 1
lul-:*ﬂt::":,[iml layers built the walls. There were many other eloly colf on s head :=|'|.'|p1.'5-:-1E:|L- fﬁ:{;ﬁﬂ.’;‘h:““ o e el O wattle), plastesesd with
PR workers doing specific jobs, from carpenters to HOCE LG R BIKR 0 ITene o - ey : b CE b a ik of driw,
p , senl up 1o (e workmasn waiting Flumb line amud, and manare,
well-diggers, smiths to stone-porters. at the top of the bailding, iy i g ol
Sy vy
. COUCY-LE-CHATEAU | it
CHISELLENG IT OUT s b -
Fom e 1 cny e il e DG e s o Fepengy il
0 e, Feplecing axes Thi= i i) s pueg =, i ¥
cutting. Masons used a mallet and chisel to al Aksne in Fmr:-.lll Wi E_ F o i of gron! Meper
CArViE ljmmli‘-l:‘dﬁiﬂn-“ :i!'l.!l.'hhh.'llllll". hl.l.l]lh!lh"i.‘ﬁl t-.l:. ]rﬂ{ 1:‘;5 - i .‘J

by Ceukor Enguereand 1L
The tower was very strengly r
Eouailt, writh great prebas
intersecting in the middle, |
Even it pn enemy broke into
o of the nickes, the wall
azch azcand B would
prevent thie storewark
Frorm {c_:-'ll.:p::ing.

MYIDERS
By setking a distange
bk e Llye Bvice

aros, dividers could
be “walked™ acgess a
prece of slone o fix a
oeasureenent, They
could alse e used
Like & compass,

Findom rurh

ko seribee cireles P ORI —

(] ol 14 L0
Fr'r.r'l_llnm uurth :
-h§ it il

MEN AT WORK ";I;;J'.""?h { sl
Workers supply slone Blocks using 3 wooden ramp and a hipe H"“"--.______
of wheetharmow. Often rough stene-and-mostar walls were
Faced with ashlar. If the whole wall wias nod (200, ashlar Enitraduge is -‘H‘M
wothd e put arcund doors, windiws, and Tophobe ginal hooer o et Vi

Stoure arcied
LT'-_rSd' du pzab e
eNdETIce

TROWEL

Mlorbar was maxed and Ditd oo with a trosel.
It weas e by onixing saedd arad linus; the
Tatter was sometimes provided by buaming
Timestooe on sile, Mortar boand sogethes tha
rubble walls of rough stone and the fine ashlar
facings. I was also vsed dn building the brick
e selich
apmeaced in the
]:E._F-: aiddle
A,

M L3Ebmcenbaey
e Lses o pulley
o bl wgr o baskel
Eull ef sk,

SHAIING LI
Shaping st
was skilled work,
A Lathepentury
AL ins Pl
A fine squared
stone Block 10
enre i1 will i,

MASONTS CHISEL

Chisels were usad for autting ard dressing

atone, altheugh some stane was soft cnaugh to

b cut with a daw, A smithy was noeded on site
because the tools wore aut quickly.

w ey B

Syt

1
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The woodworkers

Wooben castLes were far more common than those of stone before

the 12th century. Professional woodwaorkers were needed to cut the
timber for palisade fences and walkways, the gate tower, molle tower,
bailey buildings, and sometimes facings (called revetments) covering the
slope of the motte and the bailey ditch banks, When stone castles became
popular, some of the defences might still be made of wood. In addition,
large amounts of wooden scaffolding were needed as the building rose
up. Courtyard buildings were often made of wood or built with a
wooden frame. Even in stone buildings wood was used for roof and
ceiling beams and floors, Inside, carpenters made doors, shutters,
partitions, panelling, and furniture. During a siege they would make
catapults and other engines (see pp. 24-25} to help defend the castle.

FITCHET: REHIE fr—- Ridge fapex Kizfter
Highe-pitched roafs woere wsed to cover of Foaf? [srpparts raof
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PLANE TOSEE

Callar purkiv

Wl plate frcfiere
o s anallh

Heams o planks 1 HOLDIT
WOTiE E;,I-.'ve:n i Sovesal melhasds
srcath fwish by wire used Lo

cunmct pleoes of
sl Usaallv a
b s madie by cubting the ends so Lhat
ome piece fthed snugly indo or over e ollee.
Wonden pegs were ammered theough
drilled holes b strengthen e bopd,

planing.

WOODEN LEAVES

This doay has v leaves or
panels, Main castlie doors wene
minde of rmassively thick planks,
somelimes strengihened by iron
banads, Thay were held shat by
locks anad woden drawbars,
brams which =lid inbo boles @nthe
whall ko bar the door, Twaslcaved
decrs might instead be seoned
b a piveting bar attached to the
closr by o contral pin,

HOARDINGS

Resmevirble wooden hoardings
weera supported on Bears
pushed inko holes called putlog
bl Bzl dhie Batthaments,
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I —.
=
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SAW MOINT
Tliese sawyers are culing o I::r*gl: prisa of
woad with a twochanded saow. Somelinnes
a saw-pit was used, the lower-ranking man
standing in the
pid, where he
veis shiovered
wilh shavings.

Auges

Harmer

TOOLS OF THE TRALIE
The tools used by madisval carpeniers
were very similar fo those of today.
Thi DLIFET Wk bwisted arowind lo bare
hebes; thie hand s cud smoall picoes
of wiorsd, The medal paels wene
mde by @ svith (pp, @-al],

BAD WIIHKER
This early 14h-cenhary tile from Tring, Eagland,
shows a masler ceaftsman belling off o worker for
cutting a beam too short. Workers of various ;
'F"'""E""“"“:i"'""f“ were organized into Eui|d5_. willy pules
and standards of quality to e keptup,

her BT

Hand
PRt

CARPEMTER
Skillodd wondworkers were always in demiand
becaase of the Large namber of abjects made

from this material. Unlike today, large arcas of
country=ide were covesed in weedland and fozost,
and imbor was carefully managed to makie sune
supplivs wen: always to hardd, Onee o castle was |
Bailt thare wics alweays need for o carponber to

ripair or replice damaged items, or woodwork
damaged by insects, fungus, of damp.

Al

Herenind @y

Adzie (fior rlrll.iu"l.;

sligers from the sarfice) Cheisel
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CLOSE WKLE
1§ a searmstress needed
A shimble b prasess
her finger, a
mietalworkes had s
miake i, This one
might have been
boaght from a markel,
a s, ora travelling
m-r'rd1.1:|.1.

atting
eelye

Metalwork

METaLs oF ALL KINDS were used in castles.
Iron was needed for a number of different
everyday things, from horse shoes and
harnesses to parts for siege engines, door
hinges, tools, and hoops for barrels. Nails,
b:::tE large and small, were used in their
thousands for joining wood to construct
palisades, wooden buildings, and parts of
buildings such as roofs and doors. All these
items had to be made by a metalworker (or
smith) in the castle itself. The lord would
frequently buy armour for himself and his
knights from local merchants. A rich lord
might even have some of his armour made

abroad. But weapons and armour were -

in constant use. They were damaged =}
in training and rivets

would work loose. The 7%,

castle armourer repaired 7, ;.,";‘“ﬂ 2

damaged equipment. ,:? e
.H 'I. -

AN

Enips were for custing,
shevts of motal to givie s
basic shape to work o,

HOLIY DN )
Tomgs wese for éf,__
holding mectal when it

was boing hammened,

cspodally wwhen il

was o 7

MIMPERS

Suine!

Jusbeuzer

Metal tools

These medieval tools are
little different from those
used today. Armourers had
extea tools, such as a huge pair
of snips, set vertically with one
end fixed to a block, to cut
sheets of steel for making
plate armour.

The pincers could cul

through wire. They have

i A pivoling loop handle
o hiold them dosed.

STRIEING & TEOSE

The amaths in his 15th-tentuny manuscript
are busily hammering metal into shape over
a zolid irom anvil, their fools hanging behind

thien. Some anvils had a “beak™ a1 one ond.

which was used to shape metal obect= fike
horseshaors, but the anval weed by armsouners
weds often a sippde cubse of iron. Most smiths

el wotkshops were housod in a scparate

g buklding to peduee the risk of the fest
of the castle catching fire.

ARMEL ANMUF DANGLEROUS

Arrnor and woapons like

s Rk those af this 16Eecenbiry
R0 dnight were often domaged

[ in baltle or leamament

An armouser who could

i repair, seplace loper

ar braken fvels, and make

picees of mail and plate

|I£ __ armour when needed was
avaluable aswed in a castle.

COFFER

A soith sha
coppeT in this
[4th-cenbury
manuscript. Softer
than other metals,
copper was used for
decorative waork,

TABELEWARELE "
Each diner had a perional
=poon that had fo be iﬁwi.ﬂl:-'
muade Like this Iiﬂir{‘eliml}'
example, many W fide
from copper-alloy, Wealthy
pm,—_-ru LII siley uult-;'r:.'.

'J':HF.;{HII nir.'ll.r
cwroedd shape

Lagp far
leathers

E1th=-cont ry

14 .‘j1-1:|:11.l1.|::}'
h!i::up

stirrup

STIRRLUPS

Thise were an essentind part of o knight's equipment.
'.I'.|1-|-_'_1_,-' wera wori wilh ||,'||.‘|g,; EITRTRES far leathors] so thad the
kright risd slr.].ighl:-lc;'}:.\q-.d. T, bepethor with a hiEl'l-
backed saddle, made him dallicult to unherse in battle.
Civilians somelinmes usid s il’l‘l,l]"h fexr p\'n’:,'-d.'l.:.' riﬂEnE,

and as b went on sLi ri s became the mrle.

AMOULDED
Soame kemms weTe
made by meliing
markal aned

auringg ik fnko
E.-::-'Lﬂ-il?z'l'hiﬁ
| Sthe-cenbury
Figaire is oade
froms Lead,
which muell= at a
lenw bermpezature
andd was therelore
LR fo asd an fhas
vy, Load was
vften used for
frakiing ladges.

FORGE
This I'h~century picdlure of a
fionge shows thal mclalwoskers
e 54l wsing aimilar boods aml
!.:_-c_hlﬁ-quh as thelr mwadieval
counterparts,

Figure

Frarnsled desoralinm tarh

the Latin fexd Ave Mana

Iithor [2th

ceniuTy
hor=e=hoe

Seidtent raetind
penrad in fere

Mould

EEYS
Beya, individually cast in
pieaelds, locked evenything
[roen casket (o castle,

Kraajr

WELL SHOEY

Huorsoshods wene & ficoeadiy
of life until the 2Mh contuasy.
The shovs protectod the
hersa's hoeds aned o
emablod the horse b move
over rocky of stony grosnsd,
Sopme madicval ko kad &
bump {or calkind st elthes
end, which helped the Farsa
fo grip. Al this was very
irmportant R mdasnbed
kmights who needed 1 rlde
anywhere in oeder 1o defeal
their enemies,
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Castles in decline

AR
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By THE END OF THE 15TH CENTURY, castles '.'?r__,

were losing their military importance, "f"h _

Societies gradually became more stable, . _ﬁﬁﬂﬁ_.‘,m“#",;,ﬂ Sl
R i P O |

and people demanded more comfortable i o

s

living conditions. Gunpowder appeared in
N Europe in the early 14th century, but did not
SPLOSIVE FIONEER have any great effect on castles at first — they
Joger Taconwasa - yyere still being built 200 years later. From

tived in Ergland and the 16th century on, some castles continued
Frare in the 13th in military use, especially in danger areas

TURES ATTACK

[y 1452 the Turks managed o
Break into the heavily fociified
city of Constantineple {1ow
Istanhul), which was oo of
the 1ost !itrtr:l&l'l-:ll.dﬁ of e

century. He was : 4 % Chriztinn Byzantine cmpize, The
particulazly well like .a'jﬂ.lﬂtﬂﬁ, a b‘l,lﬂ:E[' 2one rﬂtﬂﬂtlng weslern foemidable walls wore attacked by Tand
kranwn for his weitings 1 ) . and sea, and the Turks vsed nuemenous
o scienee and Eurﬁpe me Eh’E 'Iurkb' Dt er ca EtIES WETE llEEd guns fo make koles in the walls,

technolagy and was he a5 army barracks. Fortified tower-houses were
e e still built in places such as Scotland,

I;'l:npnwd-.'r._J'lis relipa WhE'I'E riots or [aidE b_"é.i" ﬂEighbDllrE
appered ina book .
publishisd in 1242 made protection necessary. But
many castles fell into ruin,
their stones being stolen
and used in buildings
elsewhere. In the 18th
and 19th centuries there
was new interest in castles as

symbols of the medieval world.

DTEAL
The fort at Daeal, England, was
Taailt by Henry V1L in the 15505 as
part of a chain of samilar defenocs on
the [in%[}i:-;h coaat, The Lo, reunded
gun platborme peesent less of a farget to
canoon and deflect erermy missiles,
but fortificalions using arrow-heed
shaped bastions were already
taking over in Eurape.

WVASE GUN
The earlicst pictures of cannen are English and appear in
1226, They show a vase-shaped olgect whiich wauld have
been strapped down to @ wooden stand, Such guns shot
large metal darts and may lave been aimed against
doors fo frighten defenders from coming out,

Trow sleaps 1o Miczzle
aecire barne!

Wowmder filer . Bemmuiaiile froesi-lack

cordnining ponoder cnrge

CANMNON
Huge guns called bombards were developed to : Riopes far
Blast walls with cnarmens sfone balls, Smaller cannoen, ke this oarryiny
peplicn, were also increasingly vsed, This one has ropes for caerying,
but by the 1501 cenfury seme cannan had wheels,
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FAIRY-TALE CARTLE

The Gezman castle of Mewschwanstein was
built kv King Ludwig of Bavaria in the e 19th
century. [Lis one of several 15th-contury crstles
crealed by people whe were influcnced by a
remantic image of the medieval wazld.

St
Bl

I - Gt
R Flates, i
st

Tinped 2l

B @ & atev] plates
rice e
—_— apisidp

" Shes!
hyieier o
fat-shield

HANDOGLUNNER
Early hand guns were fired cither by a hot wine
pressed against the ewch-hole, or by a glowing slow malad

miecdie froz oard soaked in saltpetre [potassium nitrabe]. Seane gens
hiad a lag on the Bedfoim b hook ever walls andd absorb recoil. Inside a

castle, guns could be fired through round loopholes in the walls o

Loargg horieontal slots for larger weapons, which could be fired 2l a

besieger's cannon or earthwarks, Later, guns were often arranged in

sroups, and this lechnique Jed to the boilding of forts designed to hold
ballertes of guns, Unlike medieval castles, thase forts
were wsually built and run by the state.
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