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A Note to Parents and Teachers

DK READERS is a compelling program for beginning 
readers, designed in conjunction with leading literacy experts, 
including Dr. Linda Gambrell, Professor of Education at 
Clemson University. Dr. Gambrell has served as President of 
the National Reading Conference and the College Reading 
Association, and has recently been elected to serve as 
President of the International Reading Association.

 Beautiful illustrations and superb full-color photographs 
combine with engaging, easy-to-read stories to offer a fresh 
approach to each subject in the series.

 Each DK READER is guaranteed to capture a child’s 
interest while developing his or her reading skills, general 
knowledge, and love of reading.

 The five levels of DK READERS are aimed at different 
reading abilities, enabling you to choose the books that are 
exactly right for your child:

Pre-level 1: Learning to read 
Level 1: Beginning to read 
Level 2: Beginning to read alone 
Level 3: Reading alone 
Level 4: Proficient readers

 The “normal” age at which a child begins to read 
can be anywhere from three to eight years old. Adult 
participation through the lower levels is very helpful 
for providing encouragement, discussing storylines, 
and sounding out unfamiliar words.

 No matter which 
level you select, you 
can be sure that you are 
helping your child learn to 
read, then read to learn!
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“My naMe is 
Methen, and this 
is my friend Madja. Our 
lives are in great danger! 

We are caught in a 
fiendish plot hatched by 
a corrupt official. As the 
son of a respected priest, 

nothing in my life has 
prepared me for this.  

My days have been spent 
at scribe school, learning 
to read and write. Madja 

is a servant girl in a 
nobleman’s court. Like 
me, she is 13 years old, 

but our paths had never 
crossed until the evening 
of the banquet at Lord 

Ini’s palace.”

Curse Of the CrOCOdile GOd
Methen’s story takes place 4,000 years ago in Ancient 
Egypt. It is the year 1795 bCe, and the ruler of Egypt is 
Pharaoh Sobekneferu. Our hero and his new friend Madja 
live in a town near Hawara in northern Egypt. Turn to 
page 42 to see a map of Ancient Egypt and a timeline, 
then let the story begin....

   Look out for the DID YOU KNOW? facts on every page.          Words in bold appear in the glossary on page 42.



 �

the silver moon lit our 
way across the desert 

as my father led me  
into town. 

i never even 
wanted to go.

father made me.

it is the wish of lord ini 
to meet you, methen.

   Look out for the DID YOU KNOW? facts on every page.          Words in bold appear in the glossary on page 42.
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...MY lord and MaSTEr...

ThEn i Saw hiM...

whY doES lord ini 
havE PowEr 

ovEr YoU, FaThEr?

i’d bETTEr waTch 
whaT i SaY.

...lord ini.
FaThEr, who iS ThaT  
Man wiTh lord ini? 

Shh! qUiET!

hE’S ThE ovErSEEr oF 
all ThE PriESTS in 

ThE SOBEK TEMPLE and 
cloSE To ThE PHARAOH. 

hE iS MY lord and 
YoUrS, Too, METhEn.

	 DID	YOU	KNOW?   The land of Ancient Egypt was in North Africa.                  The civilization of Ancient Egypt began about 6,000 years ago.



 �

FaThEr Told ME hE 
waS KEnaMUn, ThE 
CHIEF EMBALMER.

ThErE waS 
SoMEThing aboUT 
hiM i didn’T liKE.

i waTchEd hiM SlidE 
inTo ThE ShadowS.

hE waS argUing 
wiTh SoMEonE...

...a SErvanT girl.

c...can i hElP 
YoU, Sir? 

can i hElP 
YoU?

i cannoT  
TalK now!

ShE Saw ME waTching...

...and hEadEd 
Toward ME.

	 DID	YOU	KNOW?   The land of Ancient Egypt was in North Africa.                  The civilization of Ancient Egypt began about 6,000 years ago.
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where?

can you meet 
me tomorrow, 
aFter SunSet? the weLL, By the 

KItchen Gate.

nothInG.

what were you 
SayInG to that 

servant, methen?

PSSt! In here!She waS waItInG For me.

the next evenInG... ...I crePt out.

     DID YOU KNOW?   Most Ancient Egyptian towns were surrounded by high walls.            The houses had flat roofs, which were used as an extra room.



 �

I am madja, a Servant 
at lord ini’s palace.

I am methen.
what IS your trouBLe?

It IS not eaSy to SPeaK 
aBout. I am BeInG 

Forced Into marriage.

 to whom wILL 
you Be GIven?

the man whoSe handS PuLL out 
the entrails oF the dead!

not Kenamun??!!

I am to Share the 
houSe oF the chIeF 

emBaLmer.

     DID YOU KNOW?   Most Ancient Egyptian towns were surrounded by high walls.            The houses had flat roofs, which were used as an extra room.



 
DID YOU KNOW?   It took 70 days to make a mummy.     Anubis was the god of embalming - he had a jackal’s head.
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there were three men, 
but i couldn’t see 

their faces.

they crept 
off into the moonlight. 

but then...

...one turned...

...it was him...

we hid quickly.

he is so old and he 
owns a wife and 
three mistresses 

already!

...kenamun!

shhh! someone 
is coming!

  DID YOU KNOW?   The first Egyptian pyramid was built in 2650 bce.     Pyramids have a square base and four triangular sides. 



 
DID YOU KNOW?   It took 70 days to make a mummy.     Anubis was the god of embalming - he had a jackal’s head.
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what are 
they up to?

we followed them, 
keeping our distance.

they were heading 
toward the pyramid.

kenamun and 
the other men 
passed by us. 

all three carried 
wooden sticks.

one of the men 
had a limp.

  DID YOU KNOW?   The first Egyptian pyramid was built in 2650 bce.     Pyramids have a square base and four triangular sides. 



 12                    DID YOU KNOW?   Ra was the Sun god.       The Great Pyramid was made of more than 2 million stone blocks.

What in the 
name of Ra?!

they began to climb 
up the pyRamid!

....the men pRised aside 
a huge stone.

methen, 
be quiet!

using the sticks...



 13                    DID YOU KNOW?   Ra was the Sun god.       The Great Pyramid was made of more than 2 million stone blocks.

the passageWay 
Was hot and daRk. 
the aiR Was stale.

it Was a secRet 
passageWay leading 

into the pyRamid.

let’s folloW!

madja, look!

they vanished into 
the pyRamid!Tomb robbers!
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Don’t move!

it was kenamun 
anD his men.

we waiteD till 
they were past.

listen...someone 
approaches! Quickly! up here!

let’s see where they 
have been.

        DID YOU KNOW?   Pyramids had trap doors to capture robbers.                  A curse was a calling on a god to do someone harm. 
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“...anD cast his soul into the 
pit of everlasting pain.”

it’s the burial 
chamber!

we saw a light aheaD. these jars 
have been 

openeD.

it was then that i saw the 
writing on the wall.

it was clear why 
kenamun haD come.

“curseD be he who 
Desecrates my tomb.”

“may the great goD 
sobek tear his limbs...”

what Does it say?

        DID YOU KNOW?   Pyramids had trap doors to capture robbers.                  A curse was a calling on a god to do someone harm. 



 16         DID YOU KNOW?   The burial chambers were full of treasure.     The massive stone blocks weighed about 2 tons (2 metric tons).

Terrified, we 
reTraced our sTeps.

we musT leave!

The enTrance sTone 
has been puT back 

inTo place!

Then iT goT worse.

iT won’T move! 

are you 
alrighT?

iT’s Too heavy.



 17         DID YOU KNOW?   The burial chambers were full of treasure.     The massive stone blocks weighed about 2 tons (2 metric tons).

i knew ThaT madja 
was Terrified.

so was i.
whaT abouT The 

The curse?

we’ll have To use The  
coFFin To push 
The door open .

we raced back To The 
burial chamber.

we have no 
choice.

no!

iT’s no use.

we were Trapped,
buried alive!
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THUD!

Aim AT THe 
Door.

THUD!

one... ...Two...

...THree!

AnD AgAin...HArDer 
THis Time!

we smAsHeD THe 
coffin HArD 

AgAinsT THe Door.

wHooooAH!...

sUDDenly iT 
gAve wAy.

   DID YOU KNOW?   In Ancient Egypt, eyes were a symbol of protection.   Coffins had eyes painted on them so that the dead could “see.”
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we’ve exposeD 
kenAmUn’s 

secreT enTrAnce.

lorD soBek 
proTecT Us!

oH no! 

He will sUspecT 
His own men.

BUT we HAD To finD oUT 
wHere He HAD HiDDen THe 

sTolen TreAsUre.

we DiDn’T know wHAT 
kenAmUn woUlD Do.

   DID YOU KNOW?   In Ancient Egypt, eyes were a symbol of protection.   Coffins had eyes painted on them so that the dead could “see.”



 20

THE NEXT DAY, 
NEWS SprEAD 
of THE THEfT.

soldiers WErE 
EvErYWHErE.

TAkiNg A riSk, i WENT To 
fiND kENAmuN... ...iN THE 

house of 
the dead.

WHEN i goT THErE, THEY WErE 
buSY mAkiNg mummies.

juST AS  i STArTED 
To look ArouND...

i WAS vErY 
frigHTENED.

	 	 DID	YOU	KNOW?   It took 70 days to make a mummy.     Anubis was the god of embalming (making mummies).
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gET ouT!

WHAT ArE You DoiNg 
HErE, boY?

i’ll TEAcH 
THEm To 

croSS mE!

kENAmuN muST THiNk 
THAT HiS oWN mEN...

...THE forEmAN 
grAbbED mE. 

THE forEmAN HANDED 
Him A scroll.

iT muST HAvE bEEN 
AbouT THE mESS AT 

THE pYrAmiD.

...HAD goNE bAck for 
THEir oWN gAiN!

You’D bETTEr 
lEAvE, boY!         

juST THEN kENAmuN 
ArrivED from ToWN.

	 	 DID	YOU	KNOW?   It took 70 days to make a mummy.     Anubis was the god of embalming (making mummies).
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I had to ask father about the 
fate of the pyramId thIeves.

he Is a priest In 
the temple  
of sobek.

next mornIng, I went 
to work wIth father. 

I waIted whIle he 
prepared the offerings.

the curse of 
sobek lay heavy 

on my head!

the rItuals seemed 
to take forever.

          DID YOU KNOW?   Sobek was half man, half crocodile.              Real crocodiles lived in the Temple of Sobek.
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I couldn’t waIt  
any longer. 

he answered, ”sobek 
wIll be avenged!” 

but madja and I 
had commItted 
sacrilege, too. 

we hoped sobek would 
have mercy on us!

I asked father.

          DID YOU KNOW?   Sobek was half man, half crocodile.              Real crocodiles lived in the Temple of Sobek.



 24	 				DID	YOU	KNOW? Ancient Egypt grew up alongside the Nile River.      People in Ancient Egypt went almost everywhere by boat.

There iT is! 

LisTen...someone’s 
down There.

have you heard abouT 
nakhT and oLd iahames 

wiTh The Limp? 

i meT madja ThaT 
evening by the nile.

we decided To search 
kenamun’s boat.

Two guards were TaLking.

no, whaT’s happened?



 25	 				DID	YOU	KNOW? Ancient Egypt grew up alongside the Nile River.      People in Ancient Egypt went almost everywhere by boat.

...Lord ini suspecTs 
poison!

kenamun knows  
abouT poisons!

The guards LefT.

risking aLL, we 
made our way 

down To The boaT.

They were found 
in The deserT...

...no marks on 
Their bodies...
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hurry!

there’s nothing here!

i knew we had to 
be quick... 

...i didn’t realize 
how quick!

i stood guard as Madja 
started to search the boat.

there was no sign of any 
stolen treasure.

	 	 DID	YOU	KNOW?   The Nile River flooded every year.                 The river was full of dangerous animals such as crocodiles and hippos.
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perhaps she has been 
led astray.

one sound...

...one Move...

...and you die!!

i will teach 
you not to 
snoop into 
My affairs!

now, why would My  
betrothed be searching 

My private boat?

how would 
you like to 
swiM hoMe?

ha! ha! My blood turned cold.

	 	 DID	YOU	KNOW?   The Nile River flooded every year.                 The river was full of dangerous animals such as crocodiles and hippos.
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PREPARE THE 
bRATs FOR 

THEIR sWIM!

PLEAsE FORGIVE ME, 
METHEN. I bROUGHT 

THIs UPON YOU.

DON’T sPEAK 
LIKE THAT, 

MADJA!

KENAMUN TOOK 
Us OUT ONTO  

THE RIVER.

...WE THOUGHT THIs WAs 
 LORD sObEK’s REVENGE.  

bUT JUsT THEN...

HA! HA! HA!! 

THE sERVANTs FORCED Us 
TO sTAND...

sILENCE!

         DID YOU KNOW?   Hippos weigh about 2,500 pounds (1,000 kg).      The Ancient Egyptians hunted hippos with spears.
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LOOK OUT, 
MAsTER!

HIPPOS!

AHHHHH!

HELP!

IN THE CONFUsION,  
WE MADE OUR EsCAPE.

         DID YOU KNOW?   Hippos weigh about 2,500 pounds (1,000 kg).      The Ancient Egyptians hunted hippos with spears.
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hurry!

we swam for 
the shore with 
the hippo right 

behind us.
Look out!

find them, 
idiots!

we’re not safe 
yet—Look!

we hid in the papyrus 
reeds aLL night.

    DID YOU KNOW?   Papyrus grows up to 10 feet (3 meters) tall.    The Nile is the longest river in the world—it flows for 4,160 miles (6,695 km).
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we returned 
to the town.

there, we headed for the 
paLace of Lord ini.

we woke at dawn 
and reaLized kenamun  

and his men were gone.

what shaLL 
we do now?

we must teLL 
Lord ini.

he wiLL save us.

    DID YOU KNOW?   Papyrus grows up to 10 feet (3 meters) tall.    The Nile is the longest river in the world—it flows for 4,160 miles (6,695 km).
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I explaIned who my 
father was...

...and we were granted an 
audIence wIth hIs lordshIp.

...trumpets blared and the 
doors were flung open.

we were explaInIng our 
IncredIble story when...

It was the 
pharaoh!

the mIghty sobekneferu!

           DID YOU KNOW?   Sobekneferu was a female pharaoh.           She sometimes wore a fake beard to look like a male pharaoh.
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the pharaoh 
glowered at us.

lord InI explaIned 
our busIness. 

I do not lIke 
what I hear.

go, brIng kenamun  
here!

why are these
 chIldren here, 

lord InI?  

           DID YOU KNOW?   Sobekneferu was a female pharaoh.           She sometimes wore a fake beard to look like a male pharaoh.
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when kenamun arrived, 
he denied everything.

it is a shameful 
falsehood, your majesty! 

where is the evidence?

i swear by sobek that 
we are honest. 

why was iahames 
killed, sire?

ignorant slave! 
slay her!

did he know 
too much?

	 									DID	YOU	KNOW?   The Ancient Egyptians called Egypt “Kemet.”       “Kemet” means “black land”—the soil left by the Nile flood water was black. 
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harsh words, 
kenamun.

is she not your 
betrothed?

i beg your majesty... 

...order a search of  
the house of the dead.

so be it!

 ...you die!
but, children, if 

nothing is found...

	 									DID	YOU	KNOW?   The Ancient Egyptians called Egypt “Kemet.”       “Kemet” means “black land”—the soil left by the Nile flood water was black. 
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at the house of the 
dead, they searched 

the piles of natron...

...and opened pots.

...unraveled bandages...

they found nothing!

kenamun gloated.

i had to think 
of something!

there was one 
other place…

...it had to be 
worth a try!

	 	 DID	YOU	KNOW?   Natron was used for drying out bodies.   Mummies were wrapped in up to 20 layers of bandages.

take them away to the 
place of execution!
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hey!
stop him!

up close, the body 
was revolting.

...i prayed  
i was right.

as a rough hand 
grabbed my shoulder...

what?!!!

look!

	 	 DID	YOU	KNOW?   Natron was used for drying out bodies.   Mummies were wrapped in up to 20 layers of bandages.
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i handed the precious 
object to lord ini.

the soldiers turned 
to kenamun.

suddenly, he pushed 
lord ini away...

i can explain...

...knocked over a table 
of natron pots...

this amulet was 
made for the 
last pharaoh.

	 				DID	YOU	KNOW?   An amulet was meant to bring good luck.   Ancient Egyptian amulets were sometimes shaped like scarab beetles.
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he ran at great speed 
toward the river...

a cloud of natron 
stung our eyes...

...and human bodies!

seize him!

...while kenamun 
sprinted out of the 
house of the dead.

...where he stole 
a small boat!

	 				DID	YOU	KNOW?   An amulet was meant to bring good luck.   Ancient Egyptian amulets were sometimes shaped like scarab beetles.
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They’ll never 
caTch 

me now!

ha!  
hey! iT’s  

noT safe!

whaT?!

i’ll have To swim!

horus  
proTecT me!

The owner of The boaT  
had been mending  

a leak... 

The crocodile 
seemed To appear 

from nowhere.

	 					DID	YOU	KNOW?   Small reed boats were pushed along with poles.      Nile crocodiles have up to 68 sharp teeth. 

noooo!!!
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The curse of lord sobek 
had come True!

kenamun swam for 
his life...

...buT he couldn’T 
ouTswim The gods.

The end
	 					DID	YOU	KNOW?   Small reed boats were pushed along with poles.      Nile crocodiles have up to 68 sharp teeth. 

he’s gone To face The 
jusTice of osiris!
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Ancient egypt  

town                            pAge 5 
Most towns in Ancient Egypt were 
crowded with many houses, crammed 
together in unplanned streets.  
The houses were made of mud bricks 
baked in the sun.

Sobek temple                pAge 6
Sobek was the crocodile god. He was 
praised all over Egypt in temples, 
where priests guarded, cared for, and 
worshipped the god’s image day and 
night. The priests even prepared 
meals for the god. 

phArAoh                      pAge 6 
At the top of Egyptian society 
was the king called a pharaoh.  
He was considered a god by 
the Egyptians and above  
the normal rules of 
society. Most pharaohs 
were men, but a 
few women ruled  
Ancient Egypt at 
different times. 

GLOSSARY

Ancient Egypt flourished in 
North Africa from about  
4000 bce to 332 ce. It grew 
up on a strip of fertile land, 
never more than a few miles 
wide, that lay on either side 
of the Nile River. Fed by rains 
falling to the south, the Nile 

snakes through the 
African desert until 

it reaches the 
Mediterranean 

Sea.

EGYPT
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Great Pyramid 
at Giza

Thebes

Valley of 
the Kings
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Female pharaoh 
Hatshepsut

Picture of Sobek on  
the temple wall
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Rameses III

Pharaoh Sobekneferu 
comes to the throne
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unites Egypt
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mArriAge       pAge 9
Most marriages in Ancient Egypt 
were arranged by the girl’s father and 
mother. Girls would marry at around 
13 years of age and boys at 16.  
A scribe could draw up a contract 

giving equal rights to husband  
and wife.

chief embAlmer       pAge 7
The Chief Embalmer was 

in charge of mummifying 
bodies to preserve 
them. The Ancient 
Egyptians believed 
this helped people live 
forever. The Chief 
Embalmer wore a 
jackal’s mask that 
symbolized Anubis, 
the god of the dead. 

lord ini’S pAlAce          pAge 9 
Lord Ini was a rich nobleman who 
lived in a large palace. The house 
was expensively decorated, and the 
interior walls were brightly painted 
with pictures of people, ducks, and 
lotus flowers (a type of lily). 

ServAnt       pAge 8 
Madja is a servant who 
works for Lord Ini. 
Servants were often 
prisoners brought to 
Egypt from other 
countries during wars. 

They were made to 
work for rich people 
and had no rights or 
freedom. 
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Prisoners of war
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Burial ChamBer   Page 15
The body of the pharaoh was buried in 
the burial chamber hidden deep inside 
the pyramid. Its whereabouts were 
meant to be a secret, but since many 
helped build the temple, the room was 
often easy for robbers to find.

TomB roBBers   Page 13 
The pyramids were full of valuable 
things that the pharaoh might need in 
the afterlife. Although the tombs had 
secret passages and rooms, they were 
easy for robbers to dig their way into.

Pyramid      Page 11 
The pyramids were burial tombs for 
the pharaohs and their queens. The 
biggest one ever built was the Great 
Pyramid built during the reign of 
Pharaoh Khufu (2589–2566 bce).

WriTing    Page 15
Ancient Egyptian writing was a type 
of picture writing called hieroglyphics. 
Only scribes like Methen could read 
and write.

enTrails      Page 9 
The entrails are the internal organs of 
a dead person, such as the intestines. 
These were removed when a body was 
mummified and stored in special jars.

Liver Lungs Stomach Intestines

The Great Pyramid

The burial chamber

A scribe writing 
hieroglyphics
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sCroll     Page 21 
Scribes wrote on sheets of papyrus 
paper that were rolled up into scrolls. 
Papyrus was a plant that grew beside 
the Nile River.

mummies   Page 20
The embalmed bodies of 
the dead were called 
mummies. After they were 
dried out and the organs 
removed, the bodies were 
usually wrapped in bandages.

house of The dead   Page 20 
Dead bodies were mummified in the 
House of the Dead in a ritual that 
lasted 70 days. They were dried so 

that they did not  
rot and then 
usually wrapped  
in bandages.

Coffin   Page 17 
The mummy was placed 
in a wooden coffin case 
that was often shaped 
like a person. The coffin 
was often painted with 
pictures and hieroglyphics.

soldiers    Page 20 
Soldiers were workers forced to serve 
the pharaoh. They carried spears and 
shields but wore little armor.

GeneralSoldier

Mummy 
wrapped in 
bandages

Coffin case
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Offerings                    Page 22  
The priests prepared food and other 
offerings for the gods. Sobek, the 
crocodile god, was offered honey  
cakes and meat. 

avenged                      Page 23  
Methen’s father believes the god 
Sobek will harm the pyramid thieves 
in return for their wrongdoing, which 
means Sobek will be avenged.

The nile                      Page 24  
The civilization of Ancient Egypt 
depended on the Nile River. Every 
year, the river flooded the surrounding 
countryside, making the land better 

for growing crops when the 
water receded. 

PriesT   Page 22  
Priests like Methen’s 
father performed 
important religious 
ceremonies, or rituals. 
They were important 
people in Egyptian life.

BOaT                          Page 24  
Nile boats were made of bundles of 

papyrus reeds. Cargo boats 
transported heavy goods 

such as building stone.

sacrilege                     Page 23  
Offending a god is called sacrilege. 
Methen and Madja believe they 
offended the god Sobek by entering 
the pyramid and breaking a coffin. 
They believe they were cursed by him. 

Priest

Only the priests could 
approach the shrine of Sobek

Nile River

Nile at its 
highest level

Flood water

Farmland

Town

Papyrus cargo boat

Stone being 
transported
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sOBekneferu              Page 32  
The mighty Sobekneferu was a 
female pharaoh who reigned for 
about four years. Her name means 
“Beauties of Sobek.”

PaPyrus reeds            Page 30  
Papyrus reeds grew on the banks of 
the Nile. They were used for many 

things including 
boats, baskets, 
ropes, and 
paper.

hiPPOs                         Page 29  
The Nile waters were 

home to hippos, who 
were a danger 

to boats.

BeTrOThed                  Page 27  
Madja is betrothed to 
Kenamun, which means she is 
going to marry him.

A hippo hunt

The pharaoh

Scribe

People paying their 
respects to the 
pharaoh
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ExEcution                   PagE 36  
The most common punishment in 
Egypt was beating, but serious crimes 
could be punished by execution, which 
means being put to death. 

natron                       PagE 36  
Natron was a saltlike substance used 
to dry out dead bodies when they were 
being made into mummies. The white 
powder was mined from dry lake beds 
near the Nile River.

PrEcious objEct          PagE 38  
Precious objects, such as the amulet 
Methen found, were valuable items. 
They were put in the tomb in case  
the pharaoh needed them in 
  the afterlife.

osiris                          PagE 41  
Osiris was the god  
of death and rebirth.  
He judged the dead 
in the Underworld. 
Only those 
who had led 
good lives 
were 
granted 
eternal 
life. 

Horus                          PagE 40 
Horus was 
an Egyptian 
god with a 
hawk’s head. 
The Horus-
eye was a 
symbol of 
healing and 
protection.

Natron powder being 
poured on a dead body

Prisoners being beaten

A Horus-eye

Osiris and his 
wife Isis

Horus

This necklace is  
a precious object 
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