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A Note to Parents and Teachers

DK READERS is a compelling program for beginning 
readers, designed in conjunction with leading literacy experts, 
including Dr. Linda Gambrell, Professor of Education at 
Clemson University. Dr. Gambrell has served as President of 
the National Reading Conference and the College Reading 
Association, and has recently been elected to serve as 
President of the International Reading Association.

	 Beautiful illustrations and superb full-color photographs 
combine with engaging, easy-to-read stories to offer a fresh 
approach to each subject in the series.

	 Each DK READER is guaranteed to capture a child’s 
interest while developing his or her reading skills, general 
knowledge, and love of reading.

	 The five levels of DK READERS are aimed at different 
reading abilities, enabling you to choose the books that are 
exactly right for your child:

Pre-level 1: Learning to read 
Level 1: Beginning to read 
Level 2: Beginning to read alone 
Level 3: Reading alone 
Level 4: Proficient readers

	 The “normal” age at which a child begins 
to read can be anywhere from three to eight 
years old. Adult participation through the 
lower levels is very helpful for providing 
encouragement, discussing storylines, and 
sounding out unfamiliar words.

	 No matter which level you select, you can 
be sure that you are helping your child learn 
to read, then read to learn!
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 �

The Terror Trail
Sabina and Publius’s story takes place nearly 2,000 years 
ago at the time of the Roman Empire. It is the year  
145 ce and Antoninus Pius is emperor. Rome has 
conquered many lands. Antoninus Pius and the powerful 
Roman army are determined to stop any rebellions, such 
as those occurring in North Africa. Turn to page 42 to 
see a map and timeline, and then let the story begin....

“My name is Sabina 
and this is my brother Publius.  

I am 11 years old and my brother 
is a year younger. Publius and 

I enjoy riding horses and like 
to race each other. I usually 
win! We live in Mauretania 

in North Africa with our 
father Juba. His time 
as a foreign soldier in 

the Roman army is just 
ending, and he is to be 

rewarded by becoming a 
citizen of Rome. But our 
hopes of a quiet life with 

father seem over. We have 
just heard that the mighty 
Roman army is marching 

on our village....”

		  Look out for the DID YOU KNOW? facts on every page.					     Words in bold appear in the glossary on page 42.



 �

the roman fort 
at sitifis, 

mauretania.

		  Look out for the DID YOU KNOW? facts on every page.					     Words in bold appear in the glossary on page 42.

you have served 
rome well, juba.

your citizenship is 
well deserved.

as is your place in 
the senate, hortalus.



 �	  DID YOU KNOW?   According to legend, Rome was founded in 753 bce.   	 The city was said to have been started by twin brothers, Romulus and Remus. 

...but the fighting 
continues here in 

mauretania. roman attacks  
on rebels are  

getting harsher.

your children live in  
a village nearby  
don’t they, Juba?

Yes, Sabina  
and Publius.

I warn you, Juba, as  
a friend, get them 
out of here—FAST!

our time in  
the roman army may 

be at an end...



 �	  DID YOU KNOW?   According to legend, Rome was founded in 753 bce.   	 The city was said to have been started by twin brothers, Romulus and Remus. 

it’s father!

Let me through! 
Emergency!

race you 
to him!

thank goodness. 
I’m not too late!



 �

…to DESTROY  
the village!

	     DID YOU KNOW?   The eagle was the symbol of the Roman Empire.	 Roman soldiers carried banners with metal eagles on top into battle.

the romans  
are coming...

we’ve very  
little time.

listen, children.  
I’m a citizen of 

rome now.

but father 
looked worried.

he’ll listen to  
a fellow roman.

I’ll talk 
to their 

commandER.

whatever happens, 
rome WILL protect us!



 �	     DID YOU KNOW?   The eagle was the symbol of the Roman Empire.	 Roman soldiers carried banners with metal eagles on top into battle.

Father rode bravely 
toward the Romans…

Hail! in the 
name of rome...

ready!

Shoot!

urghhh!

take aim!



 10	   DID YOU KNOW?   The Roman army was divided into groups called legions.	 About 5,500 male citizens served as soldiers in each of the 30 legions.

father!

thwaaack!

children, get 
inside!

We ran for 
our lives! 

outside the 
battle raged.

our people fought 
bravely...

They’ve shot 
juba! 



 11	   DID YOU KNOW?   The Roman army was divided into groups called legions.	 About 5,500 male citizens served as soldiers in each of the 30 legions.

…but the romans 
were invincible.

what have  
we here?

no barbarian rebels 
must escape.

orders are 
orders!



 12	     DID YOU KNOW?   Prisoners of war were often taken to Rome to be slaves.	 Slaves did all the hard work, such as mining, road building, and cleaning.

so 
what!

you’ll join the 
other prisoners!

 our village 
was burned to  

the ground.

we were bound 
and led away.

then loaded  
onto a ship.

our father 
is juba, 
a roman 
citizen.

...slaves!

no longer free but...



 13	     DID YOU KNOW?   Prisoners of war were often taken to Rome to be slaves.	 Slaves did all the hard work, such as mining, road building, and cleaning.

...and of father...

all we had now 
were tears…

…and memories 
of home...

…lying dead on  
a battlefield.



 14	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Roman soldiers wore heavy metal armor.		  Even so, they could march up to 30 miles (50 kilometers) a day.

the ship took 
us to italy.

our guards 
were fair but 
very strict. food break!

we’ll camp here 
for the night. 

don’t even 
think about 

escaping!

we’ll see 
about that!

sshh!



 15	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Roman soldiers wore heavy metal armor.		  Even so, they could march up to 30 miles (50 kilometers) a day.

my Dad is a 
metalworker.

I’ll do 
yours, too.

you’ve picked 
your lock!

brother, no!  
it’s too risky!

the boy just 
laughed and 
slipped away.

later that night, 
one boy saw his 

chance to escape...

pssst!

publius,  
wake up!



 16	      DID YOU KNOW?   The city of Rome was the capital of the Empire.	 About 1 million people lived in Rome by the second century ce.

publius found out the 
next day why I stopped 

him from going...

...when they brought  
the runaway back.

the Next slave 
who runs will die!

no one 
else tried.

meanwhile, back 
in mauretania...

you need to get your 
strength back first, juba.

find...my children...



 17	      DID YOU KNOW?   The city of Rome was the capital of the Empire.	 About 1 million people lived in Rome by the second century ce.

in rome, publius 
and i were 

displayed at a  
slave market.    

i must look for  
my children!

goodbye, juba! 
Good luck!

our father was a 
roman citizen!

shut up, 
slave!

publius tried to 
defend me against the 
slave dealer, brutus...

…and felt the 
sting of his whip.

ow!



 18	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Most villas were owned by rich nobles.		  The villas had luxuries such as baths, gardens, and even heating.

she seems 
ok.

welcome, 
children!

I’m drusilla, the 
housekeeper.

we decided it was best 
not to mention  

father again. 
we had been bought 

by a rich noble 
who owned a villa 
outside the city.

 no one believed 
us anyway.

having once been  
a slave herself…

…Drusilla took  
pity on us.



 19	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Most villas were owned by rich nobles.		  The villas had luxuries such as baths, gardens, and even heating.

we were really 
lonely at first.

they 
worked  
us hard.

publius as  
a stable lad...

…and me as 
a housemaid.

by day, we were 
too busy to think 

about home.

we soon got used  
to the routine.



 20	  DID YOU KNOW?   The Romans were the first to use miles to measure distance.	 A Roman mile was equal to about 1,000 double steps.

but at night, we missed 
father terribly.

have you seen any 
slaves from africa?

some came past 
about a month ago.

we didn’t know he 
was still alive...

...and searching 
for us!

they were heading 
for rome.



 21	  DID YOU KNOW?   The Romans were the first to use miles to measure distance.	 A Roman mile was equal to about 1,000 double steps.

drusilla was kind and 
we had enough to eat.

we just had to keep 
out of the way of the 
owner’s rowdy sons.

are you ok, 
publius?

one day, the owner 
arrived to check 

on his estate.

yes, master, 
and his 

sister, too.

A new 
slave?

i’m here to check on my 
boys’ education.



 22	 	 DID YOU KNOW?    The Romans spoke a language called Latin.	 The Latin alphabet was the same as the English, but had no J, U, or W.

the next day, the 
master’s boys were 
at their lessons. hadrian, what 

is a noble’s 
finest quality?

dignity, 
professor. 

it…er…wins 
respect.

precisely!

and remember, 
dignity is hard 

to win…

…but easily lost.

ooooff!

hadrian treated us well—
unlike his brother...



 23	 	 DID YOU KNOW?    The Romans spoke a language called Latin.	 The Latin alphabet was the same as the English, but had no J, U, or W.

are you 
ok?

what are you 
doing, hadrian?

a noble never 
stoops for  

a mere slave!

I’m going to 
get rid of that 

slave girl!

...but i couldn’t let them 
part me from publius.

that night...

quiet, my 
beauty!

...I knew death was 
the punishment for 

runaway slaves...



 24 	 DID YOU KNOW?  Romans built straight, wide roads.	       The roads were paved with stone to make travel smoother and quicker.

we rode  
all night.

then, just as we were 
nearing rome...

what’s that 
ahead?!

runaway 
horse!

look 
out!

perhaps we 
can help!

quick, 
after it!



 25	 DID YOU KNOW?  Romans built straight, wide roads.	       The roads were paved with stone to make travel smoother and quicker.

grab the 
reins!

woah! steady! 
it’s all right!!

he offered 
us work as 

stable hands.

thank 
you!

we’re from A 
chariot-racing 
team—the blues.

later that day, we 
were in rome again.

you ride 
well!



 26	      DID YOU KNOW?   About one-third of the people of Rome were slaves.	 Owners had the right to beat, torture, or even murder their slaves.

we followed the blues 
to their stables.

come on, 
boy!

but suddenly…
mmmmmphhh!

here they 
are, brutus!

don’t try to 
deny it!

escaped, eh?

now, how did 
those two 
get here?

you know death is the 
fate of runaway slaves!



 27	      DID YOU KNOW?   About one-third of the people of Rome were slaves.	 Owners had the right to beat, torture, or even murder their slaves.

 instead of killing us, 
brutus sold us to  
a laundry owner.

i washed 
togas all day.

he would have 
beaten us...

oi! you 
scum!

publius worked 
bleaching clothes.

the fumes were 
poisonous.

publius often 
passed out.

the overseer 
was merciless.

..but the laundry owner 
didn’t allow cruelty.



 28	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Roman coins were made of silver or gold.		  Most coins had the face of the emperor stamped on them.

we slept at 
the laundry.

it’s the overseer! 
he’s a thief!

no! it was him! 
he’s a thief! look!

but next morning,
the overseer blamed me.

then, one night we were 
woken by a strange sound.



 29	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Roman coins were made of silver or gold.		  Most coins had the face of the emperor stamped on them.

Your overseer informs  
us that you refuse to 
pray to the emperor.

BUT...what 
for?

BUT... i can 
explain!

leave and never  
come back!

overseer,  
i trusted you.

you’re under 
arrest!

but later, the 
overseer returned  
with some guards.

THE OVERSEER HAD 
HIS REVENGE.



 30	  DID YOU KNOW?   Rome had many public baths, which people paid to use.	  They bathed in large hot and cold pools and relaxed with friends.

meanwhile, father had 
tracked down the slave 

dealer, brutus, to the baths.

brutus, the 
slave dealer?

who are 
you?

I am juba, a roman 
citizen from mauretania.

i don’t know what you’re 
talking about.

i believe you sold 
my children.



 31	  DID YOU KNOW?   Rome had many public baths, which people paid to use.	  They bathed in large hot and cold pools and relaxed with friends.

now, get 
lost!

i warn you, brutus – 
i have powerful friends.

Like who?

senator 
hortalus!

i see... and have 
you spoken to him 

about this?

not yet, but 
i will.

you’ll be hearing 
from me!

he’s got to be 
stopped!



 32	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   The Tiber River ran through the city of Rome.		  The Colosseum was a giant open-air stadium built in about 80 ce.

that’s 
him!

crack!

brutus has got 
plans for him!

put him in  
the cart!

what about his 
documents?

he won’t 
need them... 

...where 
he’s going!



 33	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   The Tiber River ran through the city of Rome.		  The Colosseum was a giant open-air stadium built in about 80 ce.

we were brought before  
a magistrate.

Our owner was a christian. 
he was sentenced to death 

for treason.

his slaves were sent to 
the colosseum.

after the gladiator 
fights… …We cleaned up.

we were to be 
arena slaves, the 

worst job in Rome!



 34	      DID YOU KNOW?   Arena beasts included elephants and lions.	               There were also giraffes, rhinoceroses, camels, and crocodiles.

get a move on!  
the prisoners 
are on next!

we were no 
better than the 
arena beasts...

...waiting for death.

we wished father 
was alive…

…to save us!

brutus!



 35	      DID YOU KNOW?   Arena beasts included elephants and lions.	               There were also giraffes, rhinoceroses, camels, and crocodiles.

You’ll never get 
away with this!

make sure he’s on the 
noon execution list!

poor wretches!

it’s the prisoners  
for execution!

then, among the 
condemned we saw… ...FaTHER!

here’s the money.



 36	    DID YOU KNOW?   The beasts were kept in cages below the arena.	            About 9,000 beasts were killed in the first 100 days after the Colosseum opened.

ssshh! 

no, I’ve got  
an idea!

I’ll save 
him!

HOW CAN FATHER HAVE 
BEEN CONDEMNED  

TO DEATH?

WE MUST HELP...

ready?...heave!

come on!

it’s moving!!

we’ve got to 
think fast!



 37	    DID YOU KNOW?   The beasts were kept in cages below the arena.	            About 9,000 beasts were killed in the first 100 days after the Colosseum opened.

Publius rushed to 
try to save father.

publius?!!

oh, my son! 
my son!

the lions ran 
toward the arena.

we had opened  
the lions’ cage.

what…?!!!

look 
out!

aarghhh!



 38	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Ramps and trapdoors led up to the arena.		 The Emperor of Rome was the most powerful man in the world.

more guards arrived and 
killed the lions.

they grabbed father.
run, children, 

run!

the guards 
seized us, too.

get off!

they marched us 
into the arena.

but our plan 
didn’t work.



 39	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Ramps and trapdoors led up to the arena.		 The Emperor of Rome was the most powerful man in the world.

we thought we would 
die a horrible death.

courage, 
children!

is this part 
of the games, 

hortalus?

what do you 
mean, sire?

our fate was in the 
emperor’s hands!

prepare yourselves 
for death!

 stop! I am a  
roman citizen!



 40	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Entertainment in the Colosseum was free.		 About 120 official games were held a year, usually to mark religious festivals.

by the gods! It’s…

...juba!

excuse me, sire, 
but he’s telling 

the truth!

juba,  
my friend!

hortalus!
how did this 

happen?

it was Brutus,  
the slave dealer…

we will 
find him!



 41	 	 DID YOU KNOW?   Entertainment in the Colosseum was free.		 About 120 official games were held a year, usually to mark religious festivals.

later...

No!!!

we were finally together 
again, as a family.

...brutus paid for his 
crimes in the arena!

he met the end he had 
planned for father.

the end
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Fort                              Page 5 
The Romans built huge, fortified camps 
along their frontiers. The job of the 
soldiers who lived in the forts was to 
keep invaders out and to make sure the 

local people were obeying 
Roman laws. 

GLOSSARY

Ancient Rome
The Roman civilization began in the city of Rome 
in central Italy. The city was surrounded by fertile 
farmland and became rich and powerful. Rome built up 
a huge army and began conquering other lands.  
These lands became part of the Roman Empire, which 
was at its most powerful in the second century ce.

1000 bce2000 bce3000 bce (before common era)

753  c. 3100

Beginning of 
Greek civilization

King Menes 
unites Egypt
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a
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Roman forts were 
like small towns

Stone walls were up to 
6 feet (2 meters) thick

c. 1400

Traditional date 
for the founding 

of Rome
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Invincible                    Page 11
“Invincible” means “unbeatable.”
The Roman army was so powerful 
that for a long time it was almost 
impossible to beat.

Barbarian                   Page 11
The Romans believed  
that the foreigners  
living outside the  
Roman Empire were  
uncivilized people.  
They called them  
barbarians.

Ship                             Page 12 
Roman ships transported goods, 
soldiers, and slaves around the Empire. 
The Mediterranean Sea linked Italy to 
other parts of Europe as well as North 
Africa and Asia. 

TIMELINE

2000 ce1000 ce1 ce 

1969

US astronauts 
land on 

the Moon
410

Rome 
invaded by 
barbarians

Augustus 
becomes first 
Roman emperor

YOU ARE HERE

1492

Columbus sails 
to America

Roman Army                 Page 6 
Male citizens of Rome had to serve  
in the army for 25 or 
26 years. Most were 
legionary soldiers.

Citizenship                    Page 5
A Roman citizen had 
many rights and freedoms. 
Most citizens were born in 
Rome and were descended 
from Romans. Some 
foreigners, such as Juba, 
from countries conquered 
by Rome were given 
citizenship after serving  
in the army.

Rebels                           Page 6
The Romans conquered 
many lands. The people 

from those lands who rose 
up against Roman rule 

were called rebels by 
the Romans.

Commander                 Page 8
The Roman army was made up of 
legions, each containing 5,500 men, 
most of whom were legionary soldiers. 
Each legion had a commander, or 
leader, called a legatus. He took his 
orders directly from the emperor. 

Senate                           Page 5 
The Senate was a kind of parliament 
where noblemen met to discuss 
important issues and run the Empire. 

A legionary 
soldier

27

(common era)

A rebel warrior 
from Britain

A barbarian 
from Germany
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Education                   Page 21 
In Ancient Rome, only rich families 
could afford to send their children to 
school. Boys were usually given more 
education than girls. Lessons included 
reading, writing, oratory (speaking in 
public), and arithmetic.

Villa                           Page 18 
A Roman villa was a large country 
house built around a courtyard.  
Villas were owned by wealthy Romans 
as places of relaxation.

Slaves were taken to the market to be 
sold by dealers—people like Brutus, 
who made money from buying and 
selling slaves. Slaves could be 
expensive, so buyers checked 
them over carefully to make 
sure there was nothing 
wrong with them!

Slave market              Page 17 

Slaves                         Page 12 
Prisoners of war from foreign lands like 
Publius and Sabina were often taken 

back to Rome to 
be sold as slaves. 
Slaves were 
people owned by 
Roman citizens 
or the Empire. 
They worked 
hard, usually 
for no pay, and 
had no rights. 
A few slaves 
eventually 
gained their 
freedom.

This country villa 
is at the center of 
a farming estate

A Roman classroom 
for older boys. Girls 
were not usually 
educated after the 
age of 11

Boy practicing 
oratory

Greek schoolmaster— 
the Greeks were 
respected as the most 
learned people in  
the Empire
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Chariot-racing team  Page 25  
Chariot racing was the oldest and 
most popular Roman entertainment. 
The chariots were light, two-wheeled 
carriages pulled by 
four horses that 
raced each other 
around a track.

Togas                         Page 27 
Roman men wore loose outer 
garments called togas. They were 
made of cotton or silk.

The Blues	               Page 25 
By Publius and Sabina’s time, there 
were four famous chariot-racing teams 
identified by the colors they wore: red, 
blue, white, and green.

Dignity                       Page 22 
The boys’ teacher is probably a  
Greek slave. He is teaching them 
some of the ideas that Romans had 
about how to behave. Dignity, which 
means behaving in a way that will 
gain the respect of others, was an 
important quality.

The noble Roman 
family stayed in 
luxurious rooms  
in the villa

Some villas 
even had their 
own pools

Slaves worked in 
the house and 
on the farm

The Red chariot-
racing team

The Blue chariot-
racing team
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Christian                    Page 33 
A Christian believed in the teachings 
of Jesus Christ, who died around  
30 ce. For a while, Christians were put 
to death for refusing to worship  
the Emperor, but eventually 
Christianity became the main religion 
of the Roman Empire.

Magistrate                 Page 33 
Roman law had strict rules that citizens 
had to obey. Most crimes were dealt 
with by officials called magistrates, 
who decided on the punishment.

Baths                          Page 30 
Most Roman towns had public baths 
where men and women could wash 
and relax.

Documents                 Page 32 
Romans carried written documents 
that identified them as citizens.

Overseer                    Page 27 
A person who watches over and 
directs the work of others.

Pray to the Emperor Page 29 
The Romans worshipped many gods 
and goddesses. The Emperor was also 
believed to be a god, and Romans 
were expected to pray to him, too.

Revenge                       Page 29 
Revenge is to do harm to someone in 
return for the harm that they have 
done to you. The overseer gets revenge 
on his master for being fired by him.

Some Roman gods and goddesses

Men and women bathed 
at different times

A Christian ceremony
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Treason                      Page 33 
Treason was the serious crime of 
harming the Empire and was punished 
by death. Soldiers who committed 
treason were beheaded, which the 
Romans thought was a merciful death.

Colosseum                   Page 33 
The Colosseum in Rome was 
a big stadium that seated around 
50,000 spectators. They watched 
the entertainment, which included 
gladiator fights and animal fights.

A soldier being put to 
death for treason

Under the arena 
floor, there were 
rooms used for 
storing scenery, 
weapons, armor, 
and even dead 
bodies

Arena floor

The audience sat 
in rows of seats
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