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The family yard is the place where 

you and your family can play and 

relax together. It may well be a 

refuge from the outside world, but 

most importantly, it is a place where 

the whole family feels at home. 

Some family yards are 

straightforward play areas, for 

allowing little ones to let off steam 

during the day, while others come 

alive at night, when children are 

sleeping and friends come to visit. 

Perhaps you want to produce fresh 

fruit and vegetables for family 

meals, or make it a place to learn 

about wildlife. Find the features  

that most appeal to you.

Inspiring 
family  
yards



8

Play areas
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Pictures clockwise from far left
Play garden  

Playhouse and slide

Flower maze 

Sandbox
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Outdoor living

Pictures clockwise from top left
Secluded hide-away

Outdoor fireplace  

Hammock  

Barbeque
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Encouraging wildlife
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Pictures clockwise from far left
Pond  

 
Nesting box  

Path through long grass  

Bird bath  

Wild flowers  

see pp.88–89
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Pictures clockwise from top left
Wind chimes  

Herbs  

Furry plants  
Clematis 

tangutica

Seedheads  

Scabiosa stellata

Sensory gardens and yards
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Pictures clockwise from top left
Summer house  

Hedge dividers  

Privacy from being overlooked  

Improvized hideaway  

Creating privacy
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The vegetable patch
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Pictures clockwise from left
Vegetable garden

Fruit trees

Herbs  

Produce
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Outdoor play

Pictures clockwise from top left
Treehouse  

Swings  

Chess  

Fitness logs  
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A family yard is not just for children. 

The yard can be designed so that 

every member of the family—young 

or old, and even the family pet—is 

drawn to spend time there. Think 

about what each member of your 

family needs from a yard before you 

start laying it out. Then, once you 

have made these decisions, there are 

a number of practical choices to be 

made. Will you go for hard or soft 

surfaces? Which plants will be most 

appropriate? How can the space 

accommodate animals? This section 

guides you through the options for 

your family’s needs. 

Getting 
started
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Planning your backyard

Family space 
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For a young family

Play equipment  

Water and sand play  

Storage  

see pp.108–109

For older children

Privacy  

Fun and exercise  

Lawn  
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Planning your yard continued

For adults

Greenhouse  

Entertaining areas  
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For the elderly

Paths and planting  

Wildlife  

For the disabled

Hard landscaping  

Sensory planting  
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Grass 

Lawns and alternative surfaces



Decking

29

Gravel  Tiles  
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Boundaries

Covering wire fences  

Espaliered pear on wall Clipped hedging around bench

Boundaries
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Artistic fencing

Hedge as planting backdrop Planting along wall
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Logs with sitting areas  

Raised beds



Shallow

33

Sleepers  Bricks

Wicker 
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Bird nesting box

Features for wildlife



Log pile  
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Flowers for butterfliesBird feeders

Insect house 
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Choosing plants

Sturdy plants

Tough and pliable  

Border edgings  

Choice of plant  

Cotoneaster horizontalis

Artemisia schmidtiana 
“ ”
Bergenia
Buxus sempervirens
Carex flagellifera

Cordyline australis
Cotoneaster horizontalis
Hakonechloa macra 
“ ”
Hebe “ ”

Liriope muscari
Mahonia  media 
“ ”
Miscanthus sinensis 
“ ”

Nandina domestica
Phyllostachys nigra
Sarcococca confusa
Stipa tenuissima
Trachycarpus fortunei

Cordyline australis Cotoneaster horizontalis

Many plants recover quickly from blows, but you will have to prune out 
dead growth to ensure that they continue to thrive.

Carex flagellifera Phyllostachys nigra

Carex flagelliera
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Low-maintenance plants

Plants  

Surfaces  

Care  

Choice of plants  

Anemone hupehensis 
. japonica

Aucuba japonica 
“ ”
Berberis darwinii

Choisya ternata 

Euonymus fortunei 
“ ”
Fatsia japonica

Fuchsia “ ”
Geranium himalayense 
“ ”
Hebe cupressoides 
“ ”

Phormium “ ”
Picea glauca . 
albertiana “ ”
Sedum 
Yucca filamentosa

Fuchsia “Mrs. Popple” Phormium “Sundowner”

Slate chippings on the surface of the soil look good and cut down on 
weeding and watering.

Geranium himalayense Anemone hupehensis
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Choosing plants continued

Plants for quick results

Annuals  

Lathyrus odoratus
Thunbergia alata

Bulbs  

Sprouts  

Choice of plants  Helianthus

Ipomoea

Calendula
Centaurea
Cosmos
Eschscholzia californica 
Helianthus

Hyacinthus “ ”
Ipomoea
Lathyrus odoratus
Narcissus “ ”
Tulipa “ ”

Helianthus Ipomoea purpurea

When growing annual bedding plants, keep them fed and watered if 
you want them to grow fast and flower well.

Zucchini Lettuce
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Sensory planting

Scent  

Sound  

Touch  

Choice of plants  Lonicera

C. atrosanguineus

Alchemilla mollis
Briza media
Lavandula stoechas
Melissa officinalis
Miscanthus oligostachyus

Nandina domestica
Nigella damascena
Papaver somniferum
Pennisetum 
alopecuroides

Phlomis fruticosa
Phyllostachys nigra
Physalis alkekengi
Platycodon grandiflorus
Senecio cineraria

Stachys byzantina “
”

Stipa tenuissima
Trachelospermum 
jasminoides

Lonicera periclymenum Papaver somniferum

Harvesting seeds allows children to get hold of and manipulate 
plants and feel their different textures.

Physalis alkekengi Stachys byzantina “Big Ears”

Physalis 
alkekengi Stachys byzantina
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Waterfall

Water features

see pp. 
102–103
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Timber decking  Wildlife pond Formal pond  

Fountain  Planting  Bubble pool  
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Pets in the backyard

Dogs  

Goldfish Guinea pigs  

Chickens
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Cats  





Here are a number of manageable 

projects that will help you to create 

interest within your family’s yard 

and gardens. There are quick, fun 

projects to spark children’s interest, 

such as a cress head, a miniature 

wild animal garden, and a 

scarecrow, as well as features for 

wildlife—a bird food garland and a 

home for native bees. If you have 

more time and expertise, there are 

some larger projects, such as a 

useful and accessible raised bed, and 

a fragrant checkerboard of planting 

and paving that is fun for children to 

leap and jump around on, but 

attractive for adults too.

Family 
friendly 
projects
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Growing sunflowers

As your sunflowers grow, tie the 
plants to bamboo canes to stop them 
from being blown over. Water them 
regularly and, for the best results, 
give the plants a regular feed.

Tip for success
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Once the seeds have germinated, keep the plants well 
watered. If you have started early, you may need to 
transplant into a larger pot while the plant is still indoors, 
in order to keep it growing strongly.

3

Fill a 3½ in (9 cm) pot with seed compost. Biodegradable 
pots, such as those made from coir fibers, are particularly 
useful as they can be planted directly into the ground, but 
seedlings will do just as well when grown in plastic pots.

1 Plant one seed per pot, pushing it just below the surface. 
Sow in spring indoors or in a heated greenhouse. Seeds 
can also be planted directly into the ground in late spring 
and early summer, but for the largest plants, start early.

2

Pot your seedling into a larger pot or out into the ground 
when roots start showing through the bottom of the pot. 
When all danger of frost has passed, plant into ground 
that has been prepared with plenty of garden compost.

4
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Alfalfa sprout heads

Decorate several pots with different 
faces, using permanent markers, 
stick-on eyes, or even bits of wool 
stuck on with glue to make ears, 
mouths, and noses.

Tip for success
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Once the paper is wet, lift the pot out and leave to drain. 
Measure out a small handful of alfalfa seeds and lightly 
scatter them over the surface. Don’t sow too many as 
dense growth can lead to the stems rotting.

3

Once you have decorated your pot, make sure it has good 
drainage holes. If necessary, make your own with a drill  
or a sharp pair of scissors. Fill it with a multi-purpose 
compost, leaving around a 1¼ in (3 cm) gap at the top.

1 A piece of blotting paper will help to keep the seeds 
moist. Cut a circle just smaller than the top of the pot, 
place over the compost, and press it down firmly. Place 
the whole pot into a bowl of water to soak.

2

Put each container into a paper or plastic bag and leave in 
a bright, warm place, such as a windowsill. Check every 
day and remove as soon as the seeds have germinated. 
Water regularly and cut and eat when large enough.

4
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Bird food garland

Bird cake is made with suet and so is 
quite slippery. After it has set, tie a 
knot at the bottom to stop it from 
slipping off. A small twig tied into the 
knot would make it really secure.

Tip for success
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Roll the peanut butter-covered cone in the seed mix, 
making sure there is no peanut butter left showing when 
you have finished. You can also press seed into the cone 
with your fingers to get a good amount in.

3

Pine cones make a useful base for bird food. A quick bird 
treat can be made by filling one with fat- and energy-rich 
peanut butter, a particularly good food in winter. Smear it 
over the pine cone, pushing it into all the gaps.

1 Choose a good-quality bird seed mix, as cheaper ones can 
occasionally be bulked up with split peas, dried rice or 
lentils (only good for larger species), or even dog biscuits. 
Make a pile on a flat surface.

2

Suspend the cones from a length of raffia, string, or any 
other cord you have on hand, and hang it between 
branches of a tree or sturdy shrub, or between two upright 
posts of a pergola. Squirrels will probably enjoy this too!

4
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Bird food garland continued

Gently ease the cake from the container. If it doesn’t come 
out easily, stand the container in a bowl of warm water so 
that the suet melts slightly. Alternatively, you can let the 
birds eat the cake from the container.

7 8

Bird food cakes are also easy to make. Slowly melt a pack 
of suet or lard in a saucepan and stir in some wild bird 
food mix. You can also add dried fruit, nuts, pinhead, 
oatmeal, or even cake.

5 Make a hole in the bottom of some empty yogurt  
(or similar) pots. Thread through a length of string and 
then fill each pot with the suet and bird seed mixture. 
Leave in a fridge until cool and set.

6

For fruit and nut chains, thread a mixture of dried fruit and 
peanuts onto lengths of string using a needle with a large 
eye and a sharp point. Some peanuts contain a toxin that 
can kill birds, so buy from a reputable dealer.
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Tie the treats to the raffia, then sit back and wait for the 
birds to discover them. At Christmas, this would make a 
festive decoration for a large conifer, giving the birds a bit 
of pampering at a tough time of year.

11

Dried or fresh apple rings look attractive and are sought 
after by robins, thrushes, and wrens. Core and slice an 
apple, then tie together to create a chain. This is a good 
use for windfalls that have slightly gone over.

9 To put all of these bird treats together in a bird food 
garland, choose a spot with two sturdy branches with a 
gap between them and firmly attach a piece of raffia. 
Make sure it is not close to the ground.

10
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Planting an obelisk

Many climbers need help to stay 
attached to their support. Use a soft 
garden twine and tie in a figure of 
eight to prevent the stem from 
rubbing against the structure.

Tip for success
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Spread the stems out and tie to the obelisk. This will need 
doing regularly as the plant grows. The general rule is to 
tie tightly around the support and loosely around the 
plant, to allow stems to expand and thicken.

3

Position your obelisk on an area of bare soil and push 
firmly into the ground. Placed on the corner of a bed, it 
will be prominent and dramatic, while further back, it will 
add solidity to the rest of the bed.

1 Dig a hole a short distance from the structure, larger than 
the plant’s pot. Add compost to the base of the hole, then 
position the plant, leaning inward toward the obelisk. 
Backfill with soil, firm and water in well.

2

To soften the impact of the new structure, plant around  
its base. You may want to mix a few bedding plants —for 
instant, summer-long color—with some perennials, which 
will flower and hide the obelisk base each year.

4
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When constructing your scarecrow’s 
cross frame, use two nails, spaced 
slightly apart, to keep the horizontal 
piece firmly in place and prevent it 
from spinning around.

Tip for success

Making a scarecrow



57

Take a length of string or twine and tie it tightly around 
the bottom of the shirt to create a waist. This will also 
allow you to stuff the main part of the body without all of 
the stuffing falling out. 

3

Create a cross frame from two lengths of wood. This will 
provide the basic shape of the body. Choose a postion 
near any particularly vulnerable crops and use a mallet to 
knock the vertical piece firmly into the ground.

1 You will need a selection of old clothes that you are happy 
to discard. Alternatively, look in thrift stores or garage 
sales for a suitable outfit. Feed the horizontal piece of 
wood through the shirt arms and secure.

2

Just as with the waist, the sleeves of each shirt need 
tightly binding up to allow for successful stuffing. At a 
later stage, you could decide to sew or tie on a pair of 
stuffed gloves to give the scarecrow hands.

4
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Straw is the traditional stuffing material, and will give an 
authentically rustic look if bits are left sticking out. It is 
also environmentally friendly, should any escape. However, 
you could also use the innards from old pillows or quilts.

Making a scarecrow continued

Attach the pants by creating suspenders, tied through the 
belt loops on either side (or use real suspenders, of you 
have a pair). Make them secure by tying string through 
the back belt loop and around the frame.

7

5 The pants will need to be stuffed before they are attached 
to the “body.” Before starting to stuff, hold them up 
against the scarecrow first to see how long you should 
leave the legs, then tie string at that point.

6

Use an old pair of boots or shoes to finish off the body. If 
you are sure that you are not going to be using them 
again, make a hole in the back of the boot to allow you to 
tie them on to the base of the pants.

8
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No scarecrow is complete without straw hair, ideally 
sticking out from beneath an old hat. Secure across the 
center of the head using a needle and thread, and then 
flatten it down a little. You could also use wool.

11

An old pillowcase stuffed with straw—pulled down over 
the top of the frame—makes a good base for a head as it 
can be molded into the right shape and creates a blank 
canvas on which to draw a face. 

9 Once you have roughly the right shape, tie a piece of 
string around the base of the pillowcase, also wrapping it 
around the frame. Button the shirt up as high as necessary 
in order to hide this away.

10

Finally, some felt eyes, a nose, and a mouth will give the 
scarecrow a character of his own. Pens might run in the 
rain so instead use pipe cleaners, buttons, and old scraps 
of material; in fact, anything that can be sown into place.

12
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Bee house

Tie the raffia or string loosely around 
the base of the pot and then carefully 
push it upward, toward the rim. As 
the sides of the pot widen, so the 
hold tightens.

Tip for success
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Stuff the gaps around the stalks with moss or dried grass 
to hold them firmly in place. Try to ensure that all stalks 
are pointing toward the ground, so that rainwater does 
not pour into the holes.

3

Use sharp pruners, loppers, or a hacksaw to cut short 
lengths of bamboo stalks. Don’t worry about the thickness 
of the bamboo stalks; the natural variation in size will 
attract a range of different bee species.

1 Fill the base of a small terracotta pot with a thick layer of 
modeling clay and push the cut bamboo stalks into it. 
Continue until the pot is full and the stalks are sitting 
snugly inside the rim.

2

Tie a piece of raffia or gardening twine around the pot 
and use the excess twine to make a loop for hanging the 
pot from a hook. Or attach it to a wall in a sunny position 
sheltered from the wind, close to nectar-rich plants.

4
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Patio plantings checkerboard
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Measure the pavers and then, on opposite sides of the 
area, mark out the measurements with sticks and stretch 
twine or string between them. Repeat on the other edges, 
making sure the lines are parallel and perpendicular.

3

Clear your chosen checkerboard area of all grass and 
weeds and then rake it over, making the area as flat and 
even as possible. At the same time, remove any stones you 
come across.

1 Use a wooden board—such as a scaffolding plank—to 
compact the soil, making it more even and easier to lay 
the pavers on to. Move it gradually across the area, 
walking across it each time it is laid.

2

The squares on which the pavers are going to be laid 
should be covered with sand to a depth of about 2 in  
(5 cm). This will give the pavers something to bed into, 
and will make laying and levelling much easier.

4
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Patio plantings checkerboard continued

Put the paver carefully in its place and use the wooden 
end of a mallet gently to knock the corners until it is level. 
It is essential to use a small spirit level here, checking the 
level in all directions.

7

After you have put all of the sand in place it will need to 
be leveled out and consolidated. This is most easily done 
by “firming” it down lightly, all over the square, with the 
back of a rake.

5 Mix up a wet mortar of four parts sand (half and half 
sharp sand and building sand) to one part cement or use a 
ready mix. Place a trowel-full in each corner and one in 
the center. This will firmly hold the paver in place.

6

To bring the planted squares up to the level of the paved 
squares, fill in with topsoil. This will help with 
maintenance in the long run, particularly if you are sowing 
grass and will need to run a mower over the pavers.

8
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Water your plants in and then keep them well watered for 
the first season, until they are well established. Weed 
regularly until the plants knit together. New grass seed 
will need several months before it can be walked on.

10

Plant up your squares. We have used a creeping thyme, 
but other good choices would be Soleirolia soleirolii, 
chamomile “Treneague”, or grass. Grass could be sown 
from seed in the fall or spring or cut pieces of turf to fit.

9

Children are bound to create their own stories of stepping 
stones over swamps and fast-flowing rivers but they can 
also use colored (and temporary) chalk to make a game of 
hopscotch—and enjoy the scent when they miss a step.

11
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Making a raised bed



67

Dig out strips of turf wide enough to accommodate the 
timbers. Pressure-treated, softwood sleepers are an 
economical alternative to rot-resistant hardwoods like 
oak. You could also consider buying reclaimed hardwood.

1 Lay the timbers out in situ and check that they are level 
using a spirit level, or a plank of wood supporting a 
shorter spirit level. Check the levels diagonally between 
timbers, as well as along their length.

2

Ensure the base is square by checking that the diagonals 
are equal in length. For a perfect square or rectangular 
bed, it is a good idea to have the timbers pre-cut to size at 
a local lumber yard.

3
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Arrange the next set of timbers, making sure that these 
overlap the joints below to give the structure added 
strength. Check with a spirit level before screwing in the 
final set of fixings, as for step 5.

6

Using a rubber mallet, gently tap the wood so that it butts 
up against the adjacent piece; it should stand perfectly 
level and upright according to the readings on your spirit 
level. Remove soil as necessary.

4 Drill through the end timbers into the adjacent pieces at 
both the top and bottom to accommodate a couple of 
long, heavy-duty coach screws. Screw firmly into position, 
securing the base ready for the next level to be built.

5

For the extra drainage required by plants, such as 
Mediterranean herbs and alpines, part fill the base with 
construction rubble or chippings. Then add sieved topsoil 
that is guaranteed free from perennial weeds.

7

Making a raised bed continued
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With a spirit level, check that the bricks are aligned and 
slightly below the surface of the turf; use a rubber mallet 
to gently tap them into position. Once set in place, you 
will be able to mow straight over the bricks.

3

Using a spare brick to measure the appropriate distance, 
set up a line of string to act as a guide. Dig out a strip of 
turf deep enough to accommodate the bricks plus 1 in 
(2.5 cm) of mortar.

1 Lay a level mortar mix in the bottom of the trench as a 
foundation for the bricks. Set them on top, leaving a small 
gap between each brick. Although this design is straight, 
mowing edges can also be fitted around curves.

2

Finally, use a dry mix to mortar the joints between the 
bricks, working the mixture in with a trowel. Clean off the 
excess. The mowing edge makes maneuvering the mower 
easier, and minimizes the need to trim.

4

How to make a mowing edge How to make a mowing edge
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Spring bulbs
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Fill the pot with compost (use bulb-planting or multi-
purpose), to within 6 in (15 cm) of the rim. If using 
multi-purpose compost, improve its drainage by mixing in 
one part horticultural grit to every three parts of compost.

3

Choose a container with good drainage holes and then 
cover them with broken terracotta pots or tiles. They 
prevent the holes from getting clogged up with compost, 
which would stop water from draining away.

1 Some sun-loving bulbs, such as tulips, need really good 
drainage as they need to be kept fairly dry when dormant. 
They will not do well if sitting in moist soil. When planting 
these, add a layer of gravel to aid drainage further.

2

As a rule, bulbs should be planted at three times their own 
depth. Make sure the shoot (the pointed end) is facing 
upward. Then top up the pot with compost to within 2 in 
(5 cm) of the rim, to allow for easy watering.

4
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Miniature landscape

Gravel spread over the compost will 
help to conserve moisture in the 
summer. You might also choose to 
use it as a path meandering through 
your chosen landscape.

Tip for success
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Arrange your plants while still in containers, also deciding 
where best to position your animals. Think about other 
props you might want to use, such as rocks and pebbles. 
Give all the plants a good soak before planting.

3

Choose a large, shallow tray, such as a seed tray. If there 
are no holes in the base, you will need to make some 
using a drill or sturdy pair of scissors. To aid drainage 
further, add course sand or gravel.

1 Fill the container with compost to about 1¼ in (3 cm) 
below the rim, carefully keeping the gravel evenly spread. 
Once it is full, position the major features, such as large 
pebbles and rocks or homemade fences and buildings.

2

Plant up your miniature garden. A good plant for linking 
your chosen small plants is the tiny-leaved Soleirolia 
soleirolii (mind-your-own-business), which makes an 
excellent “lawn.”

4





The following planting recipes will 

show you how to use plants in an 

imaginative and family friendly way, 

to interest and entertain children, 

parents, and grandparents. The 

symbols below are used in each 

recipe to indicate the conditions the 

plants prefer.

Key to plant symbols

   Plants given the RHS Award 
   of Garden Merit

Soil preference

 Well-drained soil

  Moist soil

  Wet soil

Preference for sun or shade

Full sun

  Partial or dappled shade

  Full shade

Hardiness ratings

  Fully hardy plants

  Plants that survive outside in mild 
   regions or sheltered sites

  Plants that need protection from frost 
   over winter

Planting 
recipes 
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Nymphaea “Pygmaea Helvola” Nymphaea “Pygmaea Rubra” 

Myriophyllum aquaticum 

Typha minima Nymphaea “Froebelii” 

Pond in a pot

Border basics
Size
Suits
Soil
Site

Shopping list
Nymphaea “ ”
Nymphaea “ ”
Typha minima
Myriophyllum aquaticum

Planting and aftercare

Alternative plant idea
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Foeniculum vulgare “Purpureum” Salvia officinalis “Purpurascens” 

Rosmarinus officinalis Petroselinum crispum 

Allium schoenoprasum Borago officinalis 

Herb border

Border basics
Size
Suits

Soil
Site

Shopping list
Foeniculum vulgare 
Salvia officinalis 
Rosmarinus officinalis
Petroselinum crispum
Allium schoenoprasum

Planting and aftercare

Alternative plant idea
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Aster amellus “King George” Rudbeckia fulgida var. deamii 

Border basics
Size

Suits

Soil

Site

Shopping list
Aster amellus
Rudbeckia fulgida deamii

Solidago

Planting and aftercare

Verbena bonariensis

Butterfly paradise
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Sedum Solidago “Goldenrod” Echinacea purpurea 

Alternative plant idea



82

Gunnera manicata Cordyline australis “Red Star” 

Astilbe x arendsii Fatsia japonica 

Cordyline australis “Variegata” Catalpa bignonioides 

The giant garden

Border basics
Size
Suits

Soil
Site

Shopping list
Cordyline australis 
Cordyline australis 
Fatsia japonica
Gunnera manicata
Astilbe arendsii

Sowing and aftercare

Alternative plant idea
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Canna “Durban” 

Musa ornata Verbena bonariensis 

Dahlia “Grenadier” Dahlia “Bishop of Llandaff” 

Tropical paradise

Border basics
Size
Suits
Soil

Site

Shopping list
Musa ornata 
Canna 
Verbena bonariensis
Dahlia 

Sowing and aftercare

Verbena 
bonariensis

Dahlia

Musa basjoo

Alternative plant idea
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Rosa “Felicia” Geranium pratense 

Lavandula angustifolia “Hidcote”  

Sisyrinchium striatum Rosa Pink Bells 

Heaven scent

Border basics
Size
Suits

Soil
Site

Shopping list per border
Rosa 
Geranium pratense
Sisyrinchium striatum
Lavandula angustifolia 

Planting and aftercare

Alternative plant idea
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Leucanthemum vulgare Papaver rhoeas 

Agrostemma githago Centaurea cyanus 

Chrysanthemum segetum Anthemis punctata 

Meadow planting

Border basics
Size
Suits

Soil

Site

Shopping list

Leucanthemum vulgare
Papaver rhoeas
Agrostemma githago
Centaurea cyanus
Chrysanthemum segetum
Anthemis arvensis

Planting and aftercare

Alternative plant idea



89



90

Strawberry Wild strawberry

Tomatoes Mentha spicata (mint)

Petroselinum crispum (parsley) Allium schoenoprasum (chives) 

Snack garden

Border basics
Size
Suits

Soil
Site

Shopping list

Planting and aftercare
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Caltha palustris Cirsium rivulare “Atropurpureum” 

Hemerocallis lilioasphodelus Iris sibirica 

Iris ensata Geranium “Brookside” 

Wildlife garden

Border basics
Size
Suits

Soil
Site

Shopping list
Caltha palustris
Cirsium rivulare
Hemerocallis lilioasphodelus
Iris sibirica
Iris ensata
Geranium 

Planting and aftercare
Caltha palustris
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Alpine strawberry flower Angel wings begonia

Alpine strawberry in fruit Begonia Cocktail Series

Strawberry tower

Border basics
Size  
Suits  
Soil  
Site  

Shopping list

Begonia

Planting and aftercare
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Ocimum basilicum (basil)  Tagetes French group 

Thymus serpyllum ‘Variegatus’ (thyme) 

Tomato Viola tricolor 

Companion planting

Border basics
Size
Suits
Soil
Site

Shopping list

Tagetes

Planting and aftercare

Alternative plant idea
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This section addresses some of the 

major concerns and hazards that can 

be created when planning your 

family’s yard and gardens. Older and 

frailer members of the family will 

need to have easy access to the yard 

if they are going to enjoy it in its 

entirety. For young children, it is 

important to know which plants are 

poisonous and to consider the safety 

of gardening chemicals and water 

features. Pets can cause problems in 

your yard and gardens, but there are 

solutions. Finally, this section covers 

storage ideas that will allow tools 

and toys to be hidden away at the 

end of the day.

Taking care 
of your 
family  
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Access

Wide and level paths  

Level seating on slopes  

Well lit steps  
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Hard edging to raised beds  

Stepping stones  

Handrails  
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Safety

Clean algae from paving  

Lock pesticides away

Protective clothing  

Learning about safety
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Pond cover  

Wasp traps  Stake toppers  

Thorns and sharp leaves  
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Pets 

Confine small animals  Separate area for chickens  

Fence dogs in  Collars on cats  
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Use chicken wire  Dense planting Site bird feeders in the open  

Common problems with dogs in yards

Dead, yellow circles will form unless you 
can water immediately after.

Dogs love to dig, so protect any precious 
plants from their attentions.

Try to prevent your dog from disturbing 
neighbors in their yards.

Precautionary measures
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Plants to avoid

Allergies  

see pp.138–139

Euphorbia schillingii  Echium vulgare  Ruta graveolens  

Hazel  Hawthorn  

Common skin irritants



107

Aconitum  

Digitalis 

Calla palustris  
Calla palustris

Laburnum  Ipomoea purpurea  

Colchicum autumnale “Pleniflorum’  

Nerium oleander  Ricinus communis “Carmencita” Taxus baccata “Fastigiata” 

Common poisonous plants
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Storage

Tool rack  

Back yard shed

Lift-up lids on seating

Dealing with back yard clutter
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Recycling bins

Simple shelving Lids on sandboxes  

Composters and water barrels  





A family yard should be filled with 

garden plants. This plant guide has 

been arranged in useful sections so 

that you can easily choose plants 

that will suit your family’s needs. 

The symbols below indicate the 

conditions the plants prefer.

Key to plant symbols

   Plants given the RHS Award 
   of Garden Merit

Soil preference

 Well-drained soil

  Moist soil

  Wet soil

Preference for sun or shade

Full sun

  Partial or dappled shade

  Full shade

Hardiness ratings

  Fully hardy plants

  Plants that survive outside in mild 
   regions or sheltered sites

  Plants that need protection from frost 
   over winter

Plant guide
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Anemone hupehensis var. japonica  

H S

Euonymus fortunei “Emerald ‘n’ 
Gold” 

H S

Fuchsia “Mrs. Popple” 

H S

Geranium himalayense “Gravetye”  

H S

Hydrangea arborescens “Annabelle” 

H S

Ophiopogon planiscapus 
“Nigrescens”  

H S

Low-maintenance plants
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Phormium “Sundowner”  

H S

Picea glauca var. albertiana “Conica” 

Picea glauca albertiana

H S

Pittosporum “Garnettii” 

Pittosporum

H S

Pulmonaria officinalis Cambridge 
Blue Group 

H S

Sedum (Herbstfreude Group) 
“Autumn Fire” 

H S

Viburnum x bodnantense “Dawn”  

H S
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Aucuba japonica “Crotonifolia”  

H S

Bergenia  

H S

Brachyglottis “Sunshine Improved”  

H S

Buxus sempervirens  

H S

Carex flagellifera 

Carex flagellifera

H ½ S

Choisya ternata Sundance 

H S

Sturdy plants (Au–Gr)
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Cordyline australis  

H S

Cotoneaster horizontalis 

H S

Elaeagnus x ebbingei “Limelight”  

H S

Erigeron karvinskianus  

H S

Geranium “Johnson’s Blue”   

H S

Griselinia littoralis “Variegata”  

H S
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Hakonechloa macra “Aureola”  

H S

Hebe “Red Edge”  

H S

Lavandula angustifolia “Hidcote”   

H S

Liriope muscari  

H S

Nepeta “Six Hills Giant” 

H S

Olearia macrodonta 

H S

Sturdy plants (Ha–Vi)
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Phormium tenax 

H S

Phyllostachys nigra f. henonis 

P. nigra

H S

Santolina chamaecyparissus 

H S

Sarcococca confusa 

H S

Stipa tenuissima 
Stipa tenuissima

H S

Vinca major “Variegata” 

H S
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Amaranthus caudatus  

H S

Centaurea cyanus  

H S

Cosmos bipinnatus “Sonata Pink” 

H S

Eschscholzia californica 

in situ

H S

Helianthus 

H S

Ipomoea purpurea 

H

Easy quick-flowering annuals
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Lathyrus odoratus 

H

Moluccella laevis  

in situ

H
S

Salvia viridis 

H
S

Tagetes 

H
S

Tropaeolum majus Alaska Series 

H S

Zinnia 

in situ

H S
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Fava beans 

H S

Calabrese  

H S

Carrots  

H S

Zucchini 

H S

Lettuce  

H S

New potatoes 

H S

Easy edibles
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Peas 

H

Pumpkins 

H S

Spring onions  

H S

Strawberries 

H S

Sweetcorn  

H S

Tomatoes 

H S
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Chamaemelum nobile “Treneague” 

H S

Cosmos atrosanguineus  

H S

Lavandula stoechas  

H S

Lonicera periclymenum “Serotina”  

H

Matthiola incana Brompton Series 

H S

Melissa officinalis 

H S

Scented plants
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Mentha suaveolens “Variegata”  

H S

Pelargonium crispum “Variegatum”  

H S

Philadelphus “Manteau d’Hermine”  

H S

Rosa “Zéphirine Drouhin” 

R

H S

Thymus citriodorus 

H S

Trachelospermum jasminoides  

H
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Betula pendula 

H S

Briza maxima 

H S

Lunaria annua “Variegata” 

H S

Milium effusum “Aureum” 

H S

Miscanthus sinensis 

H S

Nandina domestica 

H S

Noisy plants
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Nigella damascena 

H S

Papaver somniferum 

H S

Pennisetum alopecuroides 

H S

Phyllostachys nigra 

H S

Physalis alkekengi “Chinese Lantern” 

H S

Platycodon grandiflorus 

H S
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Alchemilla mollis  

H S

Antirrhinum 

H
S

Arbutus unedo 

H S

Artemesia “Powis Castle” 

H S

Corylus avellana “Contorta” 

H S

Foeniculum vulgare 

H S

Tactile plants
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Phlomis fruticosa  

H S

Prunus serrula 

H S

Salvia argentea  

H S

Senecio cineraria 

H S

Stachys byzantina “Lamb’s Ear”  

H S

Stipa gigantea 

H S
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Agapanthus “Blue Giant”  

H S

Allium giganteum 

H S

Beta vulgaris subsp. cicla “Bright 
Lights” 

H S

Calendula officinalis “Art Shades” 

H S

Callistemon citrinus “Splendens” 

H S

Canna “Richard Wallace” 

H S

Bold and colorful plants
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Solenostemon scutellarioides 

H S

Crocosmia “Lucifer” 
Crocosmia

H S

Hedychium coccineum  

H S

Impatiens niamniamensis 

H S

Kniphofia uvaria “Nobilis” 

H S

Osteospermum  

H S
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Buddleja davidii “Fascinating” 

H S

Crataegus monogyna 

H S

Echinops ritro 

H S

Hedera helix 

H

Leucanthemum vulgare 

H S

Limnanthes douglasii 

H S

Plants to attract wildlife
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Primula vulgaris 

H S

Pyracantha “Mohave” 

H S

Rosa rugosa 

H S

Rosmarinus officinalis “Roseus”  

H S

Sedum spectabile “Brilliant”  

H S

Sorbus aucuparia  

H S
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Cardiocrinum giganteum  

en masse

H S

Catalpa bignonioides  

H S

Chusquea culeou  

H S

Cyathea australis 

Dicksonia antarctica

H S

Cynara cardunculus 

H S

Dicksonia antarctica 

H S

Oversized plants
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x Fatshedera lizei 

H S

Fatsia japonica 

H S

Gunnera manicata 

H S

Musa basjoo 

H S

Rheum palmatum  

Gunnera manicata

H S

Trachycarpus fotunei  

H S
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Androsace carnea   

H S

Arenaria tetraquetra 

H S

Asplenium ceterach 

H S

Campanula garganica   

H S

Daphne petraea “Grandiflora”  

H S

Draba mollissima 

H S

Plants for creating mini landscapes
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Hebe ochracea “James Stirling”  

H S

Raoulia hookeri 

H ½ S

Salix apoda  

H S

Saxifraga x irvingii  

H S

Sedum acre   

H S

Sempervivum tectorum  

H S
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Camassia leichtlinii subsp.  
suksdorfii  

H S

Convallaria majalis "Albostriata"   

H S

Crocus "Gipsy Girl" 

H S

Fritillaria meleagris 

H S

Galtonia candicans  

H S

Gladiolus communis subsp.  
byzantinus 

H S

Easy bulbs for planting
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Hyacinthus orientalis 

H S

Iris "Harmony"  

H

Lilium candidum 

Lilium candidum

H

Narcissus "Tête-à-tête"  

H

Nectaroscordum siculum  

H S

Tulipa "Spring Green"  

H
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Clematis “Nelly Moser”  

H S

Cornus kousa var. chinensis  

H S

Cydonia oblonga 

Cydonia oblonga

H S

Echinacea purpurea “Augustkönigin” 

H S

Hebe “Amy” 

H S

Helenium “Sonnenwunder”  

H S

Plants for hayfever sufferers
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Ilex x altaclerensis “Golden King”  

Ilex

H S

Magnolia liliiflora “Nigra”  

H S

Malus 

H S

Prunus 
Prunus

H S

Rudbeckia fulgida var. sullivantii 
“Goldsturm”  

H S

Verbena bonariensis  

Verbena bonariensis

H S



Index
  
A

Aconitum 
Agapanthus

Agrostemma vulgare
Alchemilla mollis

Allium 
A. giganteum
A. schoenoprasum, see

Amaranthus caudatus
Androsace carnea
Anemone hupehensis 
 japonica

Anthemis 
 A. arvensis
 A. punctata 
Antirrhinum

Arbutus unedo
Arenaria tetraquetra
Artemisia 
 A.
 A. schmidtiana
Asplenium ceterach
Aster amellus

Astilbe arendsii
Aucuba japonica

B
, see 

 Platycodon grandiflorus

Begonia
Berberis darwinii
Bergenia
Beta vulgaris cicla

Betula pendula

see 
 Phyllostachys nigra

see 
 Thunbergia alata

see Calla palustris

see Callistemon

see Buxus sempervirens
Brachyglottis 

Briza
 B. maxima
 B. media 

see  
 Matthiola incana

Buddleja 

see Buddleja
Buxus sempervirens 

C

Calendula
C. officinalis

Calla palustris 
Callistemon citrinus 

Caltha palustris
Camassia leichtlinii 
 suksdorfii 
Campanula garganica

Canna

Cardiocrinum giganteum
see Cynara  

 cardunculus
Carex flagellifera

Catalpa bignonioides

Centaurea
C. cyanus

Chamaemelum nobile

see Cosmos 
 atrosanguineus 
Choisya ternata 

Chrysanthemum segetum
 see   

 Trachycarpus fortunei
Chusquea culeou
Cirsium rivulare
 

C.
C. tangutica 

Colchicum autumnale 

see Solenostemon 
 scutellarioides 

Convallaria majalis 
 
Cordyline 

C. australis
C. a.
C. a.

see Corylus 
 avellana

see Centaurea 
 cyanus
Cornus kousa chinensis

Corylus
 C. avellana
Cosmos

C. atrosanguineus
C. bipinnatus

Cotoneaster horizontalis 

 Santolina chamaecyparissus
see Malus

Crataegus
C. monogyna

Crocosmia

Cyathea australis
Cydonia oblonga 
Cynara cardunculus

D
see Narcissus

Dahlia

Daphne petraea

Dicksonia antarctica 
Digitalis
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see Cornus
Draba mollissima

E
Echinacea purpurea
Echinops ritro 
Echium vulgare

Elaeagnus ebbingei 

Erigeron karvinskianus 
Eschscholzia californica 

Euonymus fortunei 

 E. f. 
Euphorbia schillingii 

F
Fatshedera lizei 

Fatsia japonica

Foeniculum vulgare, see

see   
 Pennisetum alopecuroides

 see Digitalis
see 

 Lavandula stoechas
see  

 Tagetes
Fritillaria meleagris

F.

G
Galtonia candicans 

 G.
 G. himalayense

G
G. pratense

see Hedychium 
 coccineum
Gladiolus communis
 byzantinus

see Stipa 
 gigantea

see also

Griselinia littoralis 

Gunnera manicata

H
Hakonechloa macra

see Crataegus

see Corylus
see  

 Nandina domestica

Hebe  
 H.

H. cupressoides

H. ochracea

 H. 
Hedera helix

Hedychium coccineum 
Helenium

Helianthus
Hemerocallis lilioasphodelus  
 

see Ruta 
 graveolens

see Lunaria
see Lonicera 

see Sempervivum 

Hyacinthus
H. orientalis 
H. 

Hydrangea arborescens

I J K
Ilex altaclerensis

Impatiens niamniamensis

Ipomoea 
 I. purpurea
Iris 
 I. ensata 

I. 
I. sibirica 

see Hedera helix
see 

 Anemone hupehensis 
  japonica

 Musa
 basjoo

see Phlomis 
 fruticosa
Kniphofia uvaria

L

see   
 Alchemilla mollis

Lathyrus odoratus
Lavandula 

L. angustifolia

L. stoechas 

see Melissa 
 officinalis

Leucanthemum vulgare

see also

Lilium candidum
see 

 Convallaria
see Liriope muscari

Limnanthes douglasii
Liriope muscari
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Lonicera

L. periclymenum
see Nigella

 damascena
see 

 Amaranthus caudatu

Lunaria annua

M
Magnolia liliiflora
Mahonia media

see also
Malus 

see Calendula
Matthiola incana

Melissa officinalis 
Mentha 

M. spicata 
M. suaveolens

see Choisya ternata
Milium effusum

 see
 Soleirolia soleirolii

see Mentha
Miscanthus
 M. oligostachyus

M. sinensis

Moluccella laevis

Musa 
 M. basjoo 
 M. ornata
Myriophyllum aquaticum

N
Nandina domestica 
Narcissus

N. 
Tropaeolum

Nectaroscordum siculum 
Nepeta 
Nerium oleander

see 
 Phormium
Nigella damascena

Nymphaea
N.

 N.
N.

O

Ocimum basilicum, see

Olearia macrodonta 
Ophiopogon planiscapus

see Papaver
 somniferum

Osteospermum

see 
 Leucanthemum vulgare

P Q

Papaver 
 P. rhoeas 
 P. somniferum

Pelargonium crispum 

Pennisetum alopecuroides 

Petroselinum crispum, see

Philadelphus

Phlomis fruticosa
Phormium
 P. 
 P. tenax 
Phyllostachys nigra

P. n. henonis
Physalis alkekengi
Picea glauca 
 albertiana

see Mentha 
 suaveolens
Pittosporum

Platycodon grandiflorus

see Papaver

Primula vulgaris

Prunus
 P. serrula 
Pulmonaria officinalis

Pyracantha
see Briza

R

Raoulia hookeri

Rheum palmatum 
Ricinus communis

Rosa 
 R.

R. 
R. rugosa
R.

Rosmarinus officinalis, see  
 

 see Sorbus
Rudbeckia fulgida 

see Ruta graveolens
Ruta graveolens
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see Salvia

Salix apoda 
Salvia
 S. argente

S. officinalis

S. viridis

Santolina chamaecyparissus
Sarcococca confusa
Saxifraga irvingii
Scabiosa stellata 

Sedum 
 S. acre 

S.
 S. 

S. spectabile

Sempervivum tectorum
Senecio cineraria

Sisyrinchium striatum

see

see 
 Fritillaria meleagris

see Antirrhinum
Soleirolia soleirolii 
Solenostemon scutellarioides 

Solidago 

Sorbus aucuparia

Stachys byzantina

Stipa
 S. gigantea
 S. tenuissima 

see Helianthus 

see Lathyrus  
 odoratus

T

Tagetes
 T.

Taxus baccata

Thunbergia alata
Thymus

T. citriodorus 
T. serpyllum 

Trachelospermum jasminoides 

Trachycarpus fortunei

Tropaeolum majus 

Tulipa
 T.
 T. 

Typha minima

U V

Verbena bonariensis

Viburnum bodnantense

Vinca major

Viola tricolor

W 

see Nymphaea

see Betula 
 pendula

Y Z

Yucca filamentosa 
Zinnia 
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