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-10 Barcelona’s Highlights

With warm, crystal-clear waters lapping its sandy

shores and mountains nuzzling up to its northern

edge, this glittering jewel in the Mediterranean is

blessed with desirable geographical genes. Ffrom

the buoyant, revamped port area to the atmospheric

medieval streets of the Barri Gotic and the beauti-

ful Modenista buildings of the Eixample, Barcelona

has it all. A host of treasure-filled museums, archi-

tectural wonders, lively beaches and enchanting Sagrada Familia

9 94 The enduring symbol

squares provide the icing on the cake. of the eity and its
Modernista legacy is
this church, Gaudi's
other-worldly piece de
résistance. Piercing the
Barcelona skyline are
eight of the twelve
planned spires (above)
that have so far been
built. See pp8-10.

Barcelona’s Top 10

La Ramb,la . . AVINGUDA GRAN VIA DE LES
Barcelona's centrepiece, this 1-km-
(0.6-mile) long, thriving pedestrian i,
thoroughfare (above) cuts a wide 4, D”"w:,
2 Ray
swathe through the old town, oo S 7 ChRRER DE TAMARIT
UsTE b
from Placa de Catalunya to Utey 2
the glistening Mediterra-
nean. See pp12-13.
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Parc de la
Ciutadella
Barcelona Cathedral A verdant oasis
Dominating the heart in the city centre,
of the old town is this mag- Barcelona's largest
nificent Gothic Cathedral park is criss-crossed
(above), with a soaring, with pleasant paths.
elaborate facade and a It boasts a zoo,
graceful, sun-dappled two museums
cloister containing palm and a lavish
trees and white geese. fountain (right).
See pp14-15. See pp16-17.

Share your travel recommendations on traveldk.com




Museu Nacional

d’Art de Catalunya
The stately Palau Nacional
(right) is home to the
Museu Nacional d/Art de
Catalunya (MNAC), which

La Pedrera

Unmistakably Gaudi,
this Modernista marvel
(below) seems to grow
from the very pavement
itself. Fluid and eerily

alive, its curving fagade
sprouts writhing wrought-
iron balconies. A cluster
of mosaic chimneys keeps
watch over the rooftop
like shrewd-eyed knights.
See pp20-21.

holds one of the most

extensive collections of
Romanesque art in the
world. The works were
rescued from churches
around Catalonia in the
1920s. See pp18-19.
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Fundaci6
Joan Miro
An incomparable blend of art
and architecture, this spa-
cious museum, awash with
natural light, showcases the
2 work of Joan Miré, one of
S S Catalonia’s greatest 20th-
Jclon OF VLAVOUA century artists. Paintings,
sculptures, drawings and
textiles represent 60 prolific
years. See pp22-3.
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Parc de la A
Ciutadella Museu Picasso

@l Housed in a medieval
palace complex, this museum
charts Picasso’s rise to fame
with an extensive collection of
his early works, including nume-
rous masterful portraits painted at
the age of 13. See pp24-5.
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Barceloneta

Palau de

la Musica
Catalana
No mere concert
hall, the aptly named
Palace of Catalan
Music (left) is one
of the finest, and
most exemplary,
Modernista build-
ings in Barcelona.
See pp26-7.

Museu d’Art Contemporani
& Centre de Cultura
Contemporania
The city’'s gleaming contemporary art
museum (above) and it's cutting-edge
cultural centre have sparked an urban
revival in the El Raval area. See pp28-9.
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-l0 sagrada Familia

Nothing prepares you for the impact of the Sagrada Familia. A tour de force of
the imagination, Antoni Gaudi's church has provoked endless controversy. The
church was only partially complete when Gaudi died in 1926 and, as a work in
progress, it offers the unique chance to watch the eighth wonder of the world in
the making. During the last 80 years and at incalculable cost, sculptors and ar-
chitects have added their own touches to Gaudi’s dream. Now financed by over
a million visitors each year, it is estimated the project will be complete by 2026,
the 100th anniversary of Gaudi's death.

Passion Fagade

Q Try sitting in a
terrace bar on nearby
Avinguda Gaudi and
drinking in the view
of Gaudi's master-
piece illuminated
at night.

0 For the best photos,
get to the temple
before 8am: the light
on the Nativity
Facade is excellent
and the tour buses
haven't yet arrived.

Look out for the
cryptogram on the
Passion Facade,
where all the
numbers add up to
the age of Christ at
the time of his death.

o Entrances: C/Marina

& C/Sardenya e Map G2
© 93208 04 14 « Metro:

Sagrada Familia.  Open:

Oct-Mar: 9am-6pm
daily; Apr-Sep:
9am-8pm daily

o Adm: €12 or €16,
including guided visit.

o Guided tours: May-
Oct: 11am, 1pm, 3om &
5pm daily; Nov-Apr:
11am & Tpm daily

e Limited DA

Top 10 Features

[4] Nativity Facade

[2] Passion Facade

[3] Spiral Staircases

[@] Spires

[5] Hanging Model

[6] Nave

[7] Rosedoor Cloister
Crypt Museum

[9] Apse

Unfinished Business

Nativity Facade

Gaudi’s love of nature is
visible in this facade (above). Up
to a hundred plant and animal
species are sculpted into the
stone, and the two main columns
are supported by turtles.

Passion Facade
Started in 1978 and comple-
ted in 2002, this fagade by Josep
Subirachs represents the pain
and sacrifice of Jesus. The
difference between the Gothic Spires
feel of Subirachs’ style and the For a close-up
intricacy of Gaudi's original work look at the gargoyles
has not been without polemic. and mosaic tiling on
the spires (left), scale
Spiral the bell tower stairs —
Staircases orride up in a
These helicoidal stone > lift. The views
stairways, which wind 2 = are equally
up the bell towers, r RN Spcctacular
look like snail shells. e (see p55). Not
They allow access s for sufferers of
to the towers. i vertigo.

For more churches in Barcelona See pp38-9




Hanging Model
This bizarre contraption in the
crypt museum is testimony to
Gaudi’s ingenuity. Gaudi created
this 3D construction — made of
chains and small weighted sacks
of sand — as a model for the ar
ches and vaulted ceilings of the
Colonia Guell crypt. No-one, in
the history of architecture, had o
ever designed a building like this. Sagrada Familia Floor Plan
Nave
The immense central body of the temple,
now almost complete, is made up of leaning,
tree-like columns with branches spreading out
across the ceiling. Inspired by towering redwood
trees, the overall effect is that of a stone forest.

Rosedoor Cloister

In the only cloister to be finished by Gaudi,
the imagery is surprisingly modern. Thought to
be inspired by the anarchist riots that began in
1909 (see pp30-31), the devil's temptation of man
is represented by the sculpture of a serpent
wound around a bomb-throwing rebel.

@ 0l doJ s,euojadieg

Crypt
Museum
Gaudi now lies in the
crypt (left) and his
tomb is visible from
the museum.
Renovated to include
audio-visual exhibits,
the museum offers in-
formation about the
temple's construction.
The highlight is the
magquette workshop,
producing scale
plaster and stone
models for the
Apse ongoing work.
Adorned with
lizards, serpents and
two gigantic snails,
the apse was the

Sight Guide

The entrances to the

first section of the
temple to be
completed by Gaudi.

Unfinished Business

The church buzzes with
activity: sculptors dangle
from spires; stone masons
carve huge slabs of stone;
and cranes and scaffolding
litter the site. Observing the
construction in progress
(left) enables visitors to
grasp the monumental
scale of the project.

Sagrada Familia are on
C/Sardenya (along with
the gift shop and one
of the bell tower lifts)
and C/Marina. On the
C/Marina side, there
are stairs (and another
lift) to the other bell
towers, and stairs to
the museum below.

If you don't want to pay
the charge to use the
lifts (€2), be warned —
it's quite a climb.

For more sights in the Eixample See pp102-5




o

Left Spiral staircase Right Detail of doorway, Passion Facade

a |0 Key Sagrada Familia Dates

1882

The first stone of the Sagrada
Familia is officially laid, with
architect Francesc del Villar
heading the project. Villar soon
resigns after disagreements with
the church’s religious founders.

1936
The advent of the Spanish
Civil War brings construction of
the Sagrada Familia to a halt for
some 20 years. During this time,
Gaudi's studio and the crypt in
the Sagrada Familia are burned
by revolutionaries, who despise
the Catholic church for
siding with the nationalists.

1883

The young, up-and-com-
ing Antoni Gaudi is com-
missioned as the principal

@ Barcelona’s To

1987-1990

architect. He goes on to
devote the next 40 years
of his life to the project:
by the end he even lives
on the premises.

1889

The crypt is complet-
ed, ringed by a series
of chapels, one of which
is later to house the
tomb of Gaudi.

1904

The final touches are
made to the Nativity
Facade, which depicts
Jesus, Mary and Joseph
amid a chorus of angels.

1925

The first of 18 bell
towers, 100 m (328 ft) in
height, is finished.

1926

Stained-glass window

Artist Josep Maria
Subirachs (b.1927) takes
to living in the Sagrada
Familia just as his famous
predecessor did.
Subirachs completes the
statuary of the Passion
Facade. His angular,
severe and striking
sculptures draw both
criticism and praise.

2000

On 31 December,
the nave is at long last
declared complete.

2010-2026

The vaults of the
crossing and the apse
have been renovated.
The completion of the
entire Sagrada Familia is

forecast for 2026, though this
depends largely on funding. The
building of the Sagrada Familia —

On 10 June, Gaudi is killed
by a tram while crossing the
street near his beloved church.
No-one recognizes the city's
most famous architect.

as Gaudi intended - relies on
donations. With so many
paying visitors pouring in
daily, construction work is
gaining momentum.

For more on Modernista architecture See pp32-3




Top 10 Gaudi Sights
in Barcelona

[4] Sagrada Familia

[2] La Pedrera (1910)
See pp20-21

[3] Parc Giell (1900)
See p112

[4] Casa Batll6 (1905)
See p33

[5] Palau Gtiell (1890)
See p81

[6] Bellesguard (1875)

[7) Finca Guell (1887)

Casa Calvet (1899)

9] Colegio Teresiano (1890)

Casa Vicens (1885)

Antoni Gaudi (1852-1926)

Trencadis-tiled lizard, Parc Giiell

Antoni Gaudi

A flag bearer for the late 19th-century
Modernista movement, Antoni Gaudf
is Barcelona’s most famous archi-
tect. A devout Catholic and a
strong Catalan nationalist, he
led an almost monastic
existence, consumed by his
architectural vision and living in
virtual poverty for most of his life.
In 2001, he was bedtified and
there are currently moves within
the Catalan Catholic Church to
declare him a saint.

Gaudr's extraordinary legacy
dominates the architectural map
of Barcelona. His name itself comes from the Catalan
verb gaudir, “to enjoy”, and an enormous sense of
exuberance and playfulness pervades his work. As
was characteristic of Modemisme, nature prevails,
not only in the decorative motifs, but also in the very
structure of Gaud/'s buildings. His highly innovative
style is also characterized by intricate wrought-iron
gates and balconies and trencadis tiling.

Chimneypot,
Casa Vicens

Trencadis Tiling

Gaudi's revolutionary use of trencadis tiling, a
decorative art form which consisted of smash-
ing up ceramics and piecing them back together
in mosaic patterns, is particularly prevalent at
Parc Guell. Another fine example of this
technique is the rooftop of La Pedrera where
some of the chimneys were tiled using
hundreds of broken cava bottles.

Sign up for DK's email newsletter on traveldk.com
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|0 La Rambla

There may be no better place in the country to indulge in the Spanish ritual of
the paseo (stroll) than on this wide, pedestrian street that is anything but pede-
strian. An orgy of activity day and night, La Rambla is voyeuristic heaven. Spray-
painted human statues stand motionless among the passing crowds; buskers
croon crowd-pleasing classics; caricaturists deftly sketch faces;
bustling stalls create an open-air market of bright bouquets
and chattering parakeets; and round-the-clock kiosks sell

Street performer

© Kick back at the Café
de I'Opera at No. 74
(see p42) and soak
up the Rambla
ambience with a cool
granissat (crushed
ice drink) in hand.

(® Be wamned: La
Rambla is rife with
pick-pockets.

o Map L2-L6 o Metro:

Catalunya; Liceu;
Drassanes e Gran Teatre
del Liceu: open
11:30am-1pm daily (€4);
guided tour of the main
building: 10am (€8.70);
guided backstage tour:
9:30am (€10); box office:
open 1:30-8pm Mon-
Fri, one hour before the
performance Sat & Sun
o Mercat de La Boqueria:
open 7am-8pm
Mon-Sat e DA

e Palau de la Virreina:
open 11am-2pm, 4-8pm
Tue—Fri, 117am-8pm Sat
& Sun; free;

special exhibitions at
Espai 2 €4.10

o DA o Arts Santa
Monica: open
11am-9pm Tue-Sun;
free o Església de
Betlem: open
8am-1:30pm &
5:30-8pm daily

everything from The Financial Times to adult videos.

Top 10 Attractions

[4] Gran Teatre del Liceu
[2] Monument a Colom
[3] Mercat de La Boqueria
[@] Flower & Bird Stalls
[5] Font de Canaletes
[6] Mir6 Mosaic
[7] Palau de la Virreina
Arts Santa Monica
[9] Bruno Quadras
Building
Església de Betlem

Gran Teatre del Liceu

The city’s grand opera house (above), founded in 1847,
brought Catalan opera stars such as Montserrat Caballé to
the world. Twice gutted by fire, it has been fully restored.

Mercat de
La Boqueria
A cacophonous shrine to
food, this cavernous market
has it all, from stacks of
< fruit to
suckling
pigs and
writhing
lobsters.

Monument a Colom

Pointing resolutely out
to sea, this statue (above
right) of Christopher
Columbus (1888) commem-
orates his return to Spain
after discovering the
Americas. An elevator takes
visitors to the top for sen-
sational views (see p54).

For sights in the Barri Gotic & La Ribera See pp70-73




Flower &

Bird Stalls
Will the real Rambla please
stand up? Amid the here-
today-gone-tomorrow street
performers and tourists,
the true Rambla old-timers
are the flower and bird
stalls that flank the pede-
strian walkway. Many
of the stalls have been
run by the same families
for decades.
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Font de Canaletes

Ensure your return to the
city by drinking from this
19th-century fountain, inscribed
with the legend that anyone
who drinks from it “will fall
in love with Barcelona and
always return”
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Palau de la

Virreina
This Neo-Classical palace
was built by the viceroy
of Peru in 1778. The
Palace of the Viceroy's
Wife, as it translates, is
split into Espai 2 for mixed
media and Espai Miserachs
for photography.

Mir6é Mosaic
Splashed on the
walkway on La Rambla
is a colourful pavement

mosaic (above) by
Catalan artist Joan
Miré. His signature
abstract shapes and
primary colours unfold
at your feet.

Bruno Quadras

Arts Santa Monica
Once the hallowed
haunt of rosary beads and

murmured prayers, this
former 17th-century
monastery was reborn in
the 1980s. Thanks to a
massive government-
funded facelift, it is now
a cutting-edge contempo-
rary art centre. Temporary
exhibitions run the gamut
from large-scale video
installations to sculpture
and photography.

For sights in El Raval See pp80-83

Building
Once an umbrella factory,
this playful, late 19th-cen-
tury building (left) is fes-
tooned with umbrellas.

Església de Betlem

A relic from a time
when the Catholic Church
was rolling in pesetas (and
power), this hulking 17th-
century church is a
seminal reminder of when
La Rambla was more
religious than risqué.




°|0 Barcelona Cathedral

From its Gothic cloister and Baroque chapels to its splendid, 19th-century facade,
the Cathedral, dating from 1298, is an amalgam of architectural styles, each
one paying homage to a period in Spain’s religious history. Records show that
an early Christian baptistry was established here in the 6th century, later
replaced by a Romanesque basilica in the 11th
century, which gave way to the current Gothic
Cathedral. This living monument still functions
as the Barri Gotic’s spiritual hub.

v

‘ Top 10 Features

¥ Barcelona’s Top 10

Main entrance

© Bask in the Cathe-
dral’s Gothic glory at
the outdoor terrace
of Estruch café on
Placa de la Seu.

@ Organ and choral
concerts are usually
held monthly; enquire
at the Pia Almoina.
Watch sardanes -
Catalonia’s regional
dance - in Placa de
la Seu (6pm Sat,
noon Sun).

o Placa de la Seu

o Map M3 e 93 342

82 60 o Metro: Liceu,
Jaume [ o Cathedral:
8am-12:45pm,
5:15-7pm Mon-Fri
(until 6pm Sat & Sun);
Church and cloister free
access, lift to roof
€2.50, choir €2; choir
and museum €5
(1:30-4pm) e Casa de
[Ardiaca: open Sep-Jul:
9am-8:45pm Mon-Fri,
9am-Tpm Sat; Aug:
9am-7:30pm Mon-Fri;
free o Museu Diocesa:
open Jun-Sep: daily;
Oct-May: Tue-Sun
(daily in Dec); €6 o DA

[4] Main Facade
[2] Choir Stalls
[3] Cloister
[4] Crypt of Santa Eulalia
[5] Capella del Santissim
Sacrament i Crist
de Lepant
[6] Capella de Sant Benet
Capella de Santa Llcia
Nave & Organ
[9] Pia Aimoina &
Museu Diocesa
Casa de LArdiaca

Main Facade

Flanking the en-
trance of the 19th-
century facade (right)
are twin towers,
Modernista stained-
glass windows and 100
carved angels. A seven-
year restoration was
completed in 2010.

Choir Stalls
The lavish choir stalls

(1340), crowned with wooden

spires, are decorated with

colourful coats of arms (left)

by artist
Joan de
Borgonya.

Cloister
Graced with a fountain, palm
trees and roaming geese, the cloi-
ster dates back to the 14th century.
The mossy fountain is presided
over by a small, iron statue (right)
of Sant Jordi (St George).

For more churches in Barcelona See pp38-9




Crypt of Santa

Eulalia
In the crypt's centre lies
the graceful alabaster
sarcophagus (1327) of
Santa Eulalia, Barcelona's
first patron saint. Reliefs
depict her martyrdom.

-

f

Capella del

Santissim
Sacrament i
Crist de Lepant
This 15th-century
capella (chapel)
features the Crist
de Lepant, which,
legend has it, guided
the Christian fleet in
its 16th-century
battle against the
Ottoman Turks.

Cathedral
Floor Plan

Capella de Sant Benet

Honouring Sant Benet, the patron saint of
Europe, this chapel showcases the 15th-century
altarpiece Transfiguration of the Lord (below) by
illustrious Catalan artist Bernat Martorell.

Capella de

Santa Llacia
This lovely Roman-

esque chapel is

dedicated to Santa

Llucia, the patron
saint of sight and

@ 0l doJ s,euojadieg

vision. On her saint's
day (13 December),
the blind (els cecs)
arrive in large
numbers to pray at
her chapel.

Nave & Organ

The immense nave (below) is supported by
soaring Gothic buttresses, which arch over 16
chapels. The 16th-century organ looming over the
interior fills the Cathedral with music during services.

Pia Almoina &

Museu Diocesa
The 11th-century Pia
Almoina, once a rest
house for pilgrims and
the poor, houses the
Museu Diocesa, with
Romanesque and
Gothic works of art
from around Catalonia.

Casa de L'Ardiaca

Originally built in the 12th century, the Archdeacon’s
House sits near what was once the Bishop's Gate in
the city’s Roman walls. Expanded over the centuries,

Cathedral Guide

The most impressive
entrance to the Cathe-
dral is its main portal
on Placa de la Seu.

As you enter, to the
left lie a series of
chapels, the organ and
elevators that take you
to the terrace for
phenomenal views of
the Barri Gotic (see
p55). The Casa de
[Ardiaca lies to the
right of the Cathedral's
main entrance (at
Carrer Santa Llucia 1);
the Museu Diocesa is
to the left (at Avinguda
de la Catedral 4).

it now includes a leafy patio with a fountain.

For more sights in the Barri Gotic & La Ribera See pp70-73
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°l0 Parc de la Ciutadella

Unfolding languidly just to the east of the old town, this green, tranquil oasis
provides a welcome respite from the city centre. Built in the late 1860s on the
site of a former military fortress (ciutadella), the park was artfully designed to
offer Barcelona’s citizens an experience of nature (shady corners, paths and
greenhouses), recreation (rowing boats on the lake) and culture (two
museums). The 1888 Universal Exhibition was held here and in preparation

Con

Statuary on the Cascade
Fountain

g Pick up a picnic at
the bustling Santa
Caterina food market
(northwest of the
park), or have a drink
and a snack in the
pretty outdoor café,
El Drac, next to the
Natural History
Museum.

 Main entrance:

Pg Pujades ® Map R4

® Park: open 8am-
sunset daily; free; ® DA
® Zoo: open Nov-feb:
10am-5pm daily; Mar-
May & Oct: 10am-6pm
daily; Jun-Sep: 10am-
7pm daily; €16, children
€9.60; ® DA » Museu de
Ciencies Naturals
(Castell dels Tres
Dragons) & Museu de
Ciencies Naturals (Edifici
Geologia): open 10am-
6:30pm Tue-Sat,
10am-2:30pm Sun; €4
joint ticket (includes
admission to Jardf
Botanic); DA

the city’s great Modernista architects were brought in
to work their magic. Lluis Doménech i Montaner
created the Castell dels Tres Dragons (today the
Natural Science Museum) and a young Antoni Gaudi
helped design the flamboyant Cascade Fountain.

Top 10 Sights

[4] Cascade Fountain

[2] Arc de Triomf

[3] Parc Zoologic

[@] Llac

[5] Antic Mercat del Born

[6] Museu de Ciencies Naturals
(Castell dels Tres Dragons)

[7] Museu de Ciencies Naturals
(Edifici Geologia)

Hivernacle & Umbracle

[9] Parlament de Catalunya

Homenatge a Picasso

Cascade Fountain

One glimpse of this
Baroque-style fountain
(right) and you'll guess
Gaudi had a hand in its
creation. Winged horses
with serpent tails rear over
a waterfall and cherubs
play amid jets of water.

Arc de Triomf

The grandest entrance
to the park is the Arc de
Triomf (above), designed for
the 1888 Exhibition by Josep
Vilaseca i Casanoves. Topping
the arch are angels tooting
horns and offering wreaths.

(14
e

Parc Zoologic

These colourful flamingos are just some of the stars
at this child-friendly zoo, which also has pony rides,
electric cars and a train (see p62).

For sights in the Barri Gotic & La Ribera See p70-73




Llac

Located in the centre
of the park is a placid,
man-made lake (above),
where it's possible to
rent a boat for half an
hour or more.

Parlament de

Catalunya
Housed in the lovely Palau
de la Ciutadella (below),
1891, is the Catalonian
Parliament, where José
Montilla (the President of
Catalonia) and other
political groups meet. In
front is the Placa dArmes
and a graceful water-lily
pond with a sculpture
(1907) by Josep Llimona.

Antic Mercat del
Born
The outline of
Barcelona’s medieval
streets, houses, shops
and palaces are revealed
below this old market.
The foundations date 3 3
from 1714, the year
Felipe V and his French
allies entered the city.
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Park Plan
Castell dels Tres Dragons
Domeénech i Montaner’s striking building is now
part of the Natural Science Museum. The centrepiece
is a huge whale skeleton, which hangs amid scores
of stuffed animals, including a sabre-toothed tiger.

Homenatge a

Picasso
Antoni Tapies toasts
Picasso’s cubist legacy
with an abstract crea-
tion of his own. Tapies’
Homage to Picasso - a
large glass cube filled
with furnishings and
abstract objects —
requires some mental
gymnastics to
decipher its meaning.

Edifici Geologia

Roam to your heart's
content among 15,000
minerals, 14,000 rocks
and over 100,000
palaeontological pieces,
including a collection
of Catalonian fossils.

Hivernacle &

Umbracle
The late 19th-century
Hivernacle and Umbracle
greenhouses (above) are
currently empty pending
renovation work. The latter
was designed by architect
Josep Fontseré, the former
by Josep Amargds.

Park Guide

Two metro stops provide
access to the park: to
approach through the
grand Arc de Triomf,
disembark at the metro
station of the same
name. If you're heading
to the zoo, get off at
Barceloneta metro stop,
which is within easy
walking distance.

For more of Barcelona’s parks See pp56-7
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(-5 "
“10 Museu Nacional d'Art de Catalunya
Incorporating one of the most important medieval art collections in the
world, the Museu Nacional dArt de Catalunya (MNAC) is housed in the
majestic Palau Nacional, built in 1929. The high point of the museum is
the Romanesque art section, consisting of the painted interiors of churches
from the Pyrenees dating from the 11th and 12th centuries. There is also
the Thyssen-Bornemisza Collection, with works from the Gothic period
to the Rococo; the Cambd Bequest, with works by the likes of Goya
and Zurbardn, and a collection of works by Catalan artists from

the early 19th century to the 1940s.

Palau Nacional fagade

© On the first floor
there is a top-notch
restaurant in
impressively elegant
surroundings. There’s
also a great café in
the Oval Room.

@ There are spectacular
city views from the
patio by the main
entrance. There's
a summer café
here, too.

* Palau Nacional,

Parc de Montjuic

® Map B4

e Metro: Espanya

© 9362203 76

® www.mnac.cat

e Open 10am-7pm Tue-
Sat, 10am-2:30pm Sun
* Adm: €8.50; con €6

(valid for two days within

one month; free first
Sun of the month;
includes audioguide,
available in several
languages)

* Guided tours by
appointment ® DA

Top 10 Exhibits

[4] Murals: Santa Maria de Taill

[2] Frescoes: Sant Climent
de Tall

[3] Crucifix of Batllo Majesty

[4] The Madonna of the
Councillors

[5] Cambo Bequest

[6] Thyssen-Bornemisza
Collection

Ramon Casas and
Pere Romeu on a
Tandem (1897)

Confidant from the Batllé
House (1907)

9] Woman with Hat and Fur
Collar (1937)

Numismatics

Murals: Santa Maria

de Taill
The well-preserved interior of
Santa Maria de Taill (c.1123)
gives an idea of how incre-
dibly colourful the Roman-
esque churches must have
been. The symbolism con-
centrates on Jesus's early
life, with scenes of the Wise
Men and John the Baptist.

For more sights in Montjuic See pp88-91

Romanesque Art Gallery

Modern Art; Drawings,
Prints and Posters

Gothic Art Gallery

Renaissance and
Baroque Art

Library

Frescoes: Sant

Climent de Taill
The Taull interior (left),
is a melange of Byzantine,
French and ltalian
influences. The apse is
dominated by Christ in
Majesty and the symbols
of the four Evangelists
and the Virgin, with the
apostles beneath.




Crucifix of Batll6 Majesty

This splendid, mid-12th-century wooden carving
(right) depicts Christ on the cross with open eyes
and no signs of suffering, as he has defeated death.

The Madonna of

the Councillors
Commissioned by the city
council in 1443, this work
(left) by Lluis Dalmau is rich
in political symbolism. It
reveals the head council-
lors, supported by saints
and martyrs, kneeling be-
fore an enthroned Virgin.

Thyssen-Bornemisza
Collection

Cambo Bequest

Catalan politician Fran-
scesc Cambd (1876-1974)
bequeathed his enormous
art collection to Catalunya;
two large galleries contain
artworks from the 16th to
early 19th centuries, includ-

A small but fine selection of
Baron Thyssen-Bornemisza's
vast collection. Among the

ing Titian's Girl Before A
Mirror (c. 1515).

magnificent paintings are Fra
Angelico's sublime Madonna
of Humility (1433-5) and a

charmingly domestic Madonna

and Child (c.1618) by Rubens.

Ticket office
7y w

d .| Stairs down,_
to temporary
exhibitions/_-

g
> Ground
J Floor

Woman with Hat

and Fur Collar
Picasso's extraordinary
depiction of his lover
Maria-Therése Walter
shows him moving be-
yond Cubism and Surreal-
ism into a new personal
language, which would
become known simply
as the “Picasso style"

Ramon Casas and
Pere Romeu on a

I Tandem

Main
Entrance

Numismatics

The public numismatic
collection dates back to
the 6th century BC and
features medals, coins
(including those from the
Greek colony of Empuries,
which had its own mint
from the bth century
BC), paper money and
15th-century ltalian bills.

This painting (above) de-
picts the painter Casas
and his friend Romeu, with
whom he began the bohe-
mian tavern Els Quatre
Gats (see pp44-5).

Confidant from

the Batll6 House
Among the fine Moderni-
sta furnishings are some
exquisite pieces by Antoni
Gaudi, including this un-
dulating wooden chair
(left) designed for confi-
dences between friends.

Gallery Guide

The Cambo Bequest
and the Thyssen-
Bornemisza Collections
are on the main floor,
off the Oval floor. On
the first floor are the
Modern art galleries,
the photography and
numismatics collections.

For information on the Font Magica, located at the bottom
of the steps that lead up to the Palau Nacional See p89
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°l0 La Pedrera

Completed in 1910, this fantastic, undulating apartment block, with its
out-of-this-world roof and delicate wrought ironwork, is one of the most
emblematic of all Gaudi’s works. La Pedrera (the Stone Quarry), also known as
Casa Mila, was Gaudi's last great civic work before he dedicated the rest of his
life to the Sagrada Familia (see pp8-10). Restored to its former glory during
the 1980s, La Pedrera now contains a museum dedicated to the architect, the
exhibition centre of the Caixa de Catalunya, a furnished museum apartment,
as well as private residences. What makes La Pedrera so magical is that
every last detail, from door knobs to light fittings, bears
the hallmark of Gaudi’s visionary genius.

Top 10 Features

[4] Facade & Balconies
ot [2] Roof
Fagade, La Pedrera £l ESp?‘ Gaud
© Duwing thelSRE [a] El Pw; de La Pedrera
months. atoraenTt [5] Interior Courtyard: C/Provenca
on the roof (9pm- 6] Gates
midnight Fri & Sat) [@] Temporary Exhibition Room
allows visitors to Interior Courtyard:
enjoy a drink and live Pg de Gracia
music amid the ® Auditorium

spectacular surround- La Pedrera Shop
ings. Reservations

essential (see p47).

@ For more information
on temporary
exhibitions held
here, check the
website of the Caixa
de Catalunya
(http://obrasocial.
caixacatalunya.es)

—_— The strikingly surreal
* Pg de Gracia 92 Facade & Balconies rooftop sculpture park
¢ Map E2 Defying the laws of grav-  (above) has chimneys
* 902400973 ity, La Pedrera’s irreverent resembling medieval
* Metro: Diagonal curved walls are held in place warriors and huge
¢ Open: 9am-8pm daily by undulating horizontal ventilator ducts twisted
(Nov-Feb: 9am-6:30pm;  beams attached to invisible into bizarre organic forms
mid-Jun-late Jul: girders. Intricate wrought-iron  (below); not to mention
9am-midnight Fri & Sat balconies (above) are a perfect good views
with reservation - 902 example of the artisan skill so  over the
400 973) integral to Modernisme. Eixample.
* Adm: €10; con €6;
Audioguides €3; Free Espai Gaudi
admission to the tempor- A series of drawings, photos, -+ f"
ary exhibition space. magquettes and multimedia displays helps /
visitors grasp Gaudi's architectural Jal
wizardry. The museum is housed in the
breathtaking, vaulted attic with its 270
brick arches forming skeletal corridors.

For more on Modernista architecture See pp32-3




El Pis de

La Pedrera
This furnished Modern-
ista flat (right), decorat-
ed with period furni-
ture, is a reconstruction
of a typical bourgeois
flat of late 19th-century
Barcelona. It provides
an engaging contrast
between the staid
middle-class conserva-
tism of the era and
the undeniable wacki-
ness of the outer
building itself.

La Pedrera Shop

Interior Courtyard:
Pg de Gracia
Like the first courtyard,
here, too, is a grand, ornate
staircase (left). This one is
adorned with a stunning,
floral ceiling painting.

Auditorium

The auditorium, housed
in the basement, hosts
regular events such as
conferences and concerts.
The adjacent garden offers
visitors a pleasant glimpse
of greenery.

A wide range of Gaudi-related memorabilia includes
replicas of the warrior chimneys in ceramic and bronze.

P | For more on Antoni Gaudi See p11

Interior Court-

yard: C/Provenca
A brigade of guides
takes a multitude of visi-
tors through here each
day. A closer inspection
of this first courtyard
reveals its beautiful
mosaics and wall paint-
ings lining a swirling,
fairytale staircase.

Gates

The mastery involved
in these huge, wrought-
iron gates reveals the
influence of Gaudi's
predecessors - four gene-
rations of artisan metal-
workers. The use of iron
is integral to many of
Gaudi’s buildings.

Temporary

Exhibition Room
This gallery space, run by
the Caixa de Catalunya,
holds regular free art ex-
hibitions. It has shown
work by Marc Chagall,
Salvador Dali, Francis
Bacon and others. The
ceiling (above) looks as if
it has been coated with
whisked egg whites.

Sight Guide

The Espai Gaudi (attic),
El Pis (fourth floor) and
the rooftop are all
accessible by lift. The
Temporary Exhibition
Room is located upstairs
from the Pg de Gracia
courtyard. The court-
yards, staircases and
shops are accessible
from the entrance on
the corner of Pg de
Gracia and C/Provenca.
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°l0 Fundacio Joan Miré

This superb tribute to @ man whose legacy as an artist and as a Catalan is
visible city-wide was founded in 1975 by Joan Mir6 himself, who wanted it to be
a contemporary arts centre. The museum holds more than 11,000 examples of
the artist's colourful paintings, sketches and sculptures. The 400 or so on display
trace Mird’s development from an innovative Surrealist phase in the 1920s to
his place as one of the world’s most challenging masters in the 1960s.

Facade, Fundacio Joan Miro

© The restaurant-
café here is one of
the best dining
options in the
area (see p93).

@ In summer, live
experimental music
is showcased in the
Fundacié auditorium,
usually on Thursday
nights.

The gift shop has

an original range of
Miréesque curiosities,
from tablecloths to
champagne glasses.

o Av Miramar,

Parc de Montjuic

o Map B4

09344394 70

o www.fundaciomiro-
ben.org

o Metro to Paral-lel,
then funicular; or metro
to Pl. Espanya, then bus
61 or PM (also called
193); or buses 50 or 55
from the city centre

o Open: 10am-7pm Tue,
Wed, Fri & Sat (until
8pm Jul-Sep)
10am-9:30pm Thu,
10am-2:30pm Sun

* Adm: €8.50 (complete
collection), con €6; €4
(temp exhibitions) ® DA

Top 10 Works of Art

[ Tapis de la Fundacio (1979)

[2] L'Estel Matinal (1940)

[8] Pages Catala al Cla de
Lluna (1968)

[4] Home i Dona Davant un
Munt d’Excrement (1935)

[5] Serie Barcelona (1944)

[6] Font de Mercuri(1937)

[7 Sculpture Room

Terrace Garden

[@l Visiting Exhibitions

Espai 13

Tapis de la Fundacio

This immense, richly-
coloured tapestry (right)
represents the culmination
of Miré's work with textiles,
which began in the 1970s.

L'Estel Matinal

This is one of 23 paintings
on paper known as the Constel-
lation Series. The Morning Star’s
introspective quality reflects
Mird's state of mind at the out-
break of World War II, when he
was hiding in Normandy.
Spindly shapes of birds, women
and heavenly bodies are sus-
pended in an empty space.

Pages Catala

al Cla de Lluna
The figurative
painting Catalan
Peasant by Moonlight
(left) dates from the
late 1960s and
depicts two of Mirg's
favourite themes:
earth and night. The
figure of the peasant,
a simple collage of
colour, is barely
decipherable, as
the crescent moon
merges with his
sickle and the night
sky takes on the
rich green tones
of earth.

For more on contemporary Catalan art, visit MACBA See pp28-9




Home i Dona Davant

un Munt d’Excrement
Tortured, misshapen and lurid
semi-abstract figures attempt to
embrace against a black sky.
Mird's pessimism at the time of
Man and Woman in Front of a
Pile of Excrement (right) would
soon be confirmed by the
outbreak of Spain’s Civil War.

Serie Barcelona
The Fundacié holds the only complete
set of prints of this series of more than 50
black-and-white lithographs. This important
collection is only occasionally on display.
Font de Mercuri i —
Alexander Calder
donated the Mercury = The
Fountain to the Fun- ==
daci6 as a mark of his
friendship with Mir6.
The work was an
anti-fascist tribute,
conceived in memory
of the attack on the
town of Almadén.
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Sculpture Room

This room (above) focuses on Mird's sculp-
tures from the mid-1940s to the late 1950s
when he experimented first with ceramic,
then bronze and finally with painted media
and found objects. Outstanding works include
Sun Bird (1946-9) and Moon Bird (1946-9).

Terrace Garden
More of Mird's vibrantly
colourful and playful sculptures
are randomly scattered on a
spacious terrace (right), from
which you can appreciate city
views and the rationalist archi-
tecture of Josep Lluis Sert's
geometric building. The 3-m Visiting The New Gallery
(10-ft) tall Caress of a Bird Exhibitions Extension
(1967) dominates the terrace. Over the years,
these temporary The Fundaci6 celebrat-
Espai 13 exhibitions (usually ~ ed its 25th anniversary
This space showcases the held in the west in 2001 by opening an
experimental work of new art- wing) have inclu- extension (known as
ists from around the world. The  ded retrospectives  Sala K) to house
exhibitions, which are based on  of high-profile 25 Mir¢ paintings on
a single theme each year, are artists such as long-term loan from
usually radical and often make Rothko, Warhol a private collection.
full use of new technologies. and Magritte.

The Fundacid’s collection is vast; only a portion of it is on
show at any one time.
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Museu Picasso

Pay homage to the 20th-century’s most acclaimed artist at this treasure-filled
museum. Highlighting Pablo Picasso’s (1881-1973) formative years, the museum
boasts the world’s largest collection of the artist’s early works. At the tender
age of 10, Picasso was already revealing remarkable artistic tendencies. In 1895,
aged 14, he and his family moved from the town of La Corufia to Barcelona,
where Picasso blossomed as an artist. From precocious schoolbook sketches
and powerful family portraits to selected works from his Blue and Rose periods,

Entrance, Carrer Montcada

© The museum has a
café with outdoor
tables in summer. It
offers a changing
menu of daily
specials at
lunchtimes.

(@ The Museu Picasso
is housed in a
Gothic palace
complex, replete
with leafy court-
yards, all of which
can be explored.

 C/Montcada 15-23

* Map P4 ¢ 93 256 30 00
® WWW.muSeupicasso.
ben.cat ® Metro: Jaumel
¢ Open 10am-8pm Tue—
Sun e Guided tours: noon
Sat & Sun (Catalan), 6pm
Tue & Thu (Spanish), 4pm
Tue & Thu (English);
(reservations essential,
email museupicasso_
reserves@bcn.cat)
 Adm: €9 (guided tour);
€5.80 (temporary shows);
free first Sun of month
(nermanent collection)
and every Sun 3-8pmy;
carnet for unlimited adm
all year €10; €15 (for
families) ® DA

the Museu Picasso offers visitors the rare chance to
discover the artist as he was discovering himself.

Top 10 Exhibits

[l Hombre con boina (1895)

[2] Autoretrato con peluca (1896)

[l Ciencia y Caridad (1897)

[4] Menu de Els Quatre Gats
(1899-1900)

[8] Margot & La Nana (1901)

[6] E/ Loco(1904)

[7 Arlequin (1917)

Caballo corneado (1917)

[9] Hombre sentado (1917)

Las Meninas Series (1957)

Hombre con boina
This insightful portrait
(below) reveals brush strokes
—and a subject matter — that

are far beyond a child who
has just turned 13. No pup-
pies or racing cars for the
young Picasso; instead, he
searched for the oldest men
in the village and painted their
portraits. The artist signed this
portrait P Ruiz, because at
this time he was still using
his father’s last name.

Autoretrato

con peluca
At 14, Picasso painted a
series of self-portraits, in-
cluding Self-portrait with
Wig, a whimsical depiction
of how he might have
looked during the time of
his artistic hero, Velazquez.

Ciencia y Caridad

One of Picasso's first
publicly exhibited paint-
ings was Science and
Charity. Picasso's father
posed as the doctor.

For more museums See pp40-41




Menu de Els

Quatre Gats
Picasso's premier
Barcelona exhibition
was in 1900, held at
the Barri Gotic café, Els
Quatre Gats (see p45).
The artist’s first commis-
sion was the pen-and-
ink drawing of himself
and a group of artist
friends in top hats, which
graced the menu of this
bohemian hang-out.

Margot & La Nana

Picasso's Margot (centre)
is an evocative painting depic-
ting a call-girl as she waits for
her next customer, while La
Nana captures the defiant
expression and stance of
a heavily rouged female
dwarf dancer.

El Loco

The Madman (left) is a fine
example of Picasso's Blue
period. This artistic phase, which
lasted from 1901 to 1904, was
characterized by melancholic
themes and sombre colours.

Arlequin

A lifting of spirits led to Picasso's Neo-Classical
period, typified by paintings like Arlequin, celebrating
the light-hearted liberty of circus performers.

Caballo corneado

The anguished horse
in this painting later
appears in Guernica, which
reveals the horrors of war.
This work gives viewers
the chance to observe the
process that went into the
creation of Picasso’s most
famous painting.

Hombre sentado

Works such as Man
Sitting (right) confirmed
Picasso's status as the
greatest Analytic Cubist
painter of the 20th century.

Las Meninas Series

Picasso's reverence for Veldzquez culminated in
this remarkable series of paintings (below), based
on the Veldzquez painting Las Meninas.

Gallery Guide

The museum is made up
of five inter-connected
medieval palaces. The
permanent collection is
arranged chronologically
on the first and second
floors of the first three
palaces. Temporary exhi-
bitions — usually show-
casing one modern artist
— are housed on the
first and second floors
of the last two palaces.

For more sights in the Barri Gotic & La Ribera See pp70-73
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-l0 Palau de la Misica Catalana

Barcelona’s Modernista movement reached its aesthetic culmination in this mag-
nificent concert hall (1905-8), designed by renowned architect Lluis Doménech i
Montaner. The lavish facade, ringed by mosaic pillars and brick arches, just

hints at what awaits within. Doménech’s

"

‘garden of music” (as he called it)

unfolds beyond the front doors, with each surface of the ornate foyer, from pillars
to banisters, emblazoned with a flower motif. The concert hall - designed so that
its height is the same as its breadth - is a celebration of
natural light and forms, climaxing in a stained-glass,

golden orb skylight that showers the hall with sunlight.

Fagade, Palau de la Misica
Catalana

© For a pre-concert,
cocktail, settle in
at the Modemista
stained-glass bar just
beyond the foyer.

@ Look out for Els
Diumenges Al Palau,
well-priced concerts
on Sunday evenings.
There are four cycles
during the year, so
check in advance.

Buy tickets for the
shows and guided
tours from the box
office round the
corner at C/Sant
Francesc de Paula 2:
(90 244 28 82), open
10am-9pm daily.

e Sant Pere Més Alt

o Map N2 o 90 244 28
82 o www.palaumusica.
org e Metro: Urquinaona
o Guided tours every
half hour: Sep-Jul:
10am-3:30pm; Aug &
Easter: 10am-6pm (no
advance booking)

* Adm: €10 e Limited DA

Top 10 Features

[] Stained-Glass Ceiling
[2] Stage

[3] Stained-Glass Windows
[4] Busts

[5] Horse Sculptures

[6] Chamber Music Room
[7] Lluis Millet Hall

Foyer & Bar

[9] Facade

Concert & Dance Series

Stained-Glass

Ceiling
Topping the concert hall
is a breathtaking, stained-
glass inverted dome ceil-
ing (right), surrounded by
40 angels. By day, light
streams through the fiery
red and orange stained
glass, illuminating the hall.

Stained-Glass

Windows
Blurring the boundaries be-
tween the outdoors and the
interior, Domenech encircled
the concert hall with vast
stained-glass windows to
let in sunlight and reveal
the changing times of day.

The main, semicircular stage (above) swarms with
activity — even when no-one's performing. Eighteen
mosaic and terracotta muses spring from the backdrop,
playing everything from the harp to the castanets.

For more on Modernista architecture See pp32-3




Busts

A bust of Catalan composer Josep
Anselm Clavé (1824-74) celebrates the
Palau’s commitment to Catalan music.
Facing him across the concert hall, a
stern-faced, unruly-haired Beethoven
(above) represents the hall's classical
and international repertoire.

Concert &

Dance Series
Over 300 concerts
and dance shows are
staged each year,

The towering facade
(below) reveals Modernista
delights on every level. An
elaborate mosaic represents

Horse Sculptures

Charging forth from the ceiling are
winged horses (by the sculptor Eusebi
Arnau), infusing the concert hall with
movement and verve. Also depicted is a
representation of Wagner's chariot ride
of the Valkyries, led by galloping horses
that leap toward the stage.

Chamber Music Room
Designed as a rehearsal space,
the semicircular, accoustically-sound
Chamber Music Room is a smaller
version of the massive concert hall
one floor above. In its centre is an
inlaid foundation stone commemorating
the construction of the Palau.

Lluis Millet

Hall
Named after
Catalan composer
Lluis Millet, this
immaculately
preserved lounge
boasts gorgeous
stained-glass win-
dows. On the main
balcony outside
are rows of
stunning mosaic
pillars (right).

Foyer & Bar

Modernista architects worked with
ceramic, stone, wood, marble and glass,
all of which Domeénech used liberally,
most notably in the opulent foyer and bar.

Orfeo Catala

Perhaps the most
famous choral group
to perform here is the

the Orfe¢ Catala choral

society, founded in 1891.

and seeing a show
here is an experience
not to be missed.
For traditional Cata-
lan dance and choral
singing, look out for
the Cobla, Cor, i
Dansa series (usually
begins February).

Orfeo Catala, for whom
the concert hall was
originally built. This
90-person chorus
performs regularly and
holds a concert on 26
December every year.
Book in advance.

For more sights in the Barri Gotic & La Ribera See pp70-73
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10 Museu d’Art Contemporani &
Centre de Cultura Contemporania

Barcelona’s sleek contemporary art museum looms in bold contrast to the
surrounding area. Together with the nearby Centre de Cultura Contempordnia
(CCCB), the Museu dArt Contemporani (MACBA) has provided a focal point for
modern Barcelona since its opening in 1995, and has played an integral part
in the rejuvenation of El Raval. MACBA's permanent collection includes a slew
of big-name Spanish and international contemporary artists, while excellent
temporary exhibits feature everything from painting to video installations. The

ddl 4 B

Gallery space, MACBA

© Snack at the nearby
restaurant Pla dels
Angels (on Carrer
Ferlandina), which
offers budget-priced
nouvelle/Catalan
food to a hip crowd.

* MACBA

* Plaga dels Ange/s

* Map K2

* Metro: Catalunya

© 93412 08 10

* www.macba.cat

o Open late Sep-late Jun:
11am-7:30pm Mon &
Wed-Fri, 10am-8pm Sat,
10am-3pm Sun; Jul-Sep:
11am-8om Mon, Wed &
Fri, 117am-midnight Thu,
10am-8pm Sat,
10am-3pm Sun

o Adm: €7.50 (all floors);
€6 (temporary
exhibitions); €3.50 (all
floors) Wed ¢ DA

* CCCB

o Montalegre 5 ¢ Map
K1 o Metro: Catalunya

© 933064100 e www.
ceeb.org o Open:
11am~8pm Tue-Sun (to
10pm Thu) e Adm: €4.50;
free first Wed of month,
8-10pm Thu and 3-8pm
Sun

CCCB serves as a crossroads of contemporary culture with
cutting-edge art exhibits, lectures and film screenings.

Top 10 Features

[A1 Interior Corridors

[2] Visiting Artist's Space

[3] Revolving Permanent Collection
[4] Facade

[5] Capella MACBA

[6] A Sudden Awakening

[7] Thinking & Reading Spaces

El Pati de les Dones/CCCB

[9] Temporary Exhibitions/CCCB
Plaga Joan Coromines

Visiting Artist’s

Space
The raison d’etre of
MACBA is this flexible
area showing the best in
contemporary art. Past
exhibitions have included
Zush and acclaimed
painter Dieter Roth.

Interior Corridors

Space and light are omni-
present in the walkways be-
tween floors. Look through
the glass panels onto the
Plaga dels Angels for myriad
images before you even
enter the gallery spaces.

Revolving Permanent

Collection
The permanent collection
comprises over 2000 — mostly
European — modern artworks,
10 per cent of which are on
show at any one time. All
major contemporary artistic
trends are represented. This
work (right) by Eduardo Arranz
Bravo is titled Homea (1974).

For more museums See pp40-41




Facade

American architect Richard Meier's stark, white,
geometrical fagade makes a startling impression
against the backdrop of this dilapidated working-class
neighbourhood. Hundreds of panes of glass reflect
the skateboarders who gather here daily.

o

Temporary

Exhibitions/CCCB
Unlike MACBA, exhibitions
at the CCCB tend to be
more theme based than
artist specific. Home to
both a festival of cinema
shorts (Sep) and the Sonar
techno festival (Jun), the
CCCB always manages
to be at the forefront of
the latest cultural trend.

Capella MACBA

One of the few
surviving Renaissance
chapels in the city has
been converted for use
as MACBA's temporary
exhibition space. It is
located in a former
convent across the Placa
dels Angels.

A Sudden

Awakening
One of the only pieces
of art on permanent
display is Antoni Tapies’
deconstructed bed
(1992-3), with its bedding
flung across the wall in
disarray (above). Its pre-
sence to the right of the
main entrance underlines
Tapies' importance as a
key player in the world
of Catalan modern art.

Thinking &

Reading Spaces
Pleasant and unusual
features of MACBA are
the white leather sofas
between the galleries.
Usually next to a shelf
of relevant books and
a set of headphones,
these spaces provide the
perfect resting spot to
contemplate — and learn
more about - the art.

El Pati de les Dones/CCCB

This courtyard (left) off Carrer Montalegre
forms part of the neighbouring CCCB. An ultra-
modern prismatic screen provides a mirror
reflecting the 18th-century patio — a magical
juxtaposition of different architectural styles.

Placa Joan

Coromines
The contrast between
the modern MACBA,
the University building,
the Tuscan-style CCCB
and the 19th-century
mock-Romanesque
church make this
square one of the
most enchanting in the
city. It is home to the
terrace restaurants of
MACBA and CCCB.

. For more sights in El Raval See pp80-83

Sights Guide

The MACBA and

CCCB have separate
entrances, though they
share the Placa Joan
Coromines courtyard.
The CCCB is accessible
from C/Montalegre and
MACBA from the Placa
dels Angels. Both multi-
level galleries have
flexible display spaces.
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Left La Setmana Tragica, 1909 Right Olympic Games, 1992

o0 Stages in Barcelona’s History

BC:The Founding of a City

Barcino, as the city was first
known, was founded in the 3rd
century BC by Carthaginian Hamil-
car Barca. It was taken by the
Romans in 218 BC, but played
second fiddle in the region to the
provincial capital of Tarragona.

4th-11th |
Centuries: Early |
Invasions
As the Roman Empire | ¥
began to fall apart in
the 5th century, the
Visigoths took over
the city, followed by
the Moors in the 8th
century. Around AD
800, Charlemagne
conguered the area
with the help of the
Pyrenean counts.
12th-16th
Centuries: The
Middle Ages
During this period, Barcelona was
the capital of a Catalan empire
that included much of modern
Spain and parts of the Mediterra-
nean. The city’s fortune was built
on commerce, but as neighbouring
Castile expanded into the New
World, trading patterns shifted and
the Catalan dynasty faltered.
Barcelona fell into decline and
came under Castilian domination.

1638-1652: Catalan Revolt

In reaction to the oppressive
policies set out in Madrid, now
ruled by the Austrian Habsburgs,

Poster, 1929 Intemational Exhibition

various local factions, known as
Els Segadors, revolted. Fighting
began in 1640 and dragged on
until 1652, when the Catalans and
their French allies were defeated.

19th Century:

Industry & Prosperity
Booming industry
and trade with the
Americas brought
activity to the city.
Immigrants poured
in from the country-
side, laying the
foundations of pros-
perity but also the
seeds of unrest.
The old city walls
came down, broad
Eixample avenues

| were laid out and

| workers crowded the
old city neighbour-
hoods left behind by
the middle classes.

PAN

1888-1929:The Renaixenca

This new wealth, showcased
in the International Exhibitions of
1888 and 1929, sparked a
Catalan renaissance. Modernista
mansions sprouted up, and the
nationalist bourgeoisie sparked a
revival of Catalan culture, particu-
larly of literature, theatre and art.

1909-1931: The
Revolutionary Years
But discontent brewed among
workers, Catalan nationalists,
communists, Spanish fascists,
royalists, anarchists and

Share your travel recommendations on traveldk.com




republicans. In 1909, protests
against the Moroccan war sparked
a brutal riot, the Setmana Tragica
(Tragic Week). Lurching towards
Civil War, Catalonia passed under
a dictatorship before being
declared a Republic in 1931.

1936-1975: Civil War

& Franco
At the outbreak of war in 1936,
Barcelona’s workers and militants
managed to fend off Franco’s
troops for a while. The city was
taken by Fascist forces in 1939,
prompting a wave of repression,
particularly of the Catalan language
which was banned in schools.

1975-1980s: Transition to

Democracy
Franco’s death in 1975 paved the
way for democracy. The Catalan
language was rehabilitated and,
following the introduction of a
new democratic constitution in
Spain, Catalonia was granted re-
gional autonomy. The first Catalan
government was elected in 1980.

1992-Present Day: The

Olympics & Beyond
Barcelona was catapulted onto
the world stage in 1992 with the
highly successful Olympics. To-
day, the city remains socialist in
politics and ready to perceive it-
self as both Spanish and Catalan.

Civil War, 1936

Top 10 Historical
Figures

Guifré the Hairy

The first Count of Barcelona
(d. 897) is regarded as the
founding father of Catalonia.

Ramon Berenguer IV

He united Catalonia and
joined it with Aragon by marry-
ing Princess Petronila in 1137.

Jaume | the Conqueror

This 13th-century warrior-
king (d. 1276) conquered the
Balearics and Valencia, laying
the foundations for the empire.

Ramon Llull

Mallorcan philosopher and
missionary, Llull (d. 1316) is
the greatest figure in medieval
Catalan literature.

Ferdinand the Catholic

King of Aragon and Cata-
lonia (d.1516), he married
Isabel of Castile, paving the
way for the Kingdom of
Spain's formation and the end
of Catalan independence.

Idlefons Cerda
19th-century urban planner
who designed the Eixample.

Antoni Gaudi
An idiosyncratic and devout
Modernista architect, Gaudi

was responsible for Barcelona's '

most famous monuments.

Francesc Macia

This socialist nationalist
politician proclaimed the birth
of the Catalan Republic (1931)
and Catalan autonomy (1932).

Lluis Companys

Catalan president during
the Civil War. Exiled in France,
he was arrested by the Gesta-
po in 1940 and returned to
Franco, who had him executed.

Jordi Pujol

A centre-right regionalist
politician, Pujol's Convergéncia
i Unié coalition ruled Catalonia
from 1980 to 2003.
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|0 Modernista Buildings

Sagrada Familia

Dizzying spires and intricate
sculptures adorn Gaudi's magical
masterpiece. Construction began
at the height of Modernisme, but
is still in progress more than a
century later. See pp8-10.

La Pedrera

This amazing apartment
block, with its curving facade
and bizarre rooftop, has all of
Gaudi's architectural trademarks.
Especially characteristic are the
wrought-iron balconies and the
ceramic mosaics decorating the
entrance halls. See pp20-21.

Palau de la

Musica Catalana
Domenech i Montaner’s magnifi-
cent concert hall is a joyous
celebration of Catalan music.
Ablaze with mosaic friezes,
stained glass, ceramics and sculp-
tures, it displays the full glory of

g N

Chimneys and rooftop, Casa Batllo

the Modernista style. The work
of Miquel Blay on the facade is
rated as one of the best exam-
ples of Modernista sculpture
in Barcelona. See pp26-7.

Hospital de la Santa

Creu i de Sant Pau
In defiant contrast to the
Eixample's symmetrical grid-like
pattern, this ambitious project
was planned around two avenues
running at 45-degree angles to
the Eixample streets. Started by
Domeénech i Montaner in 1905
and later completed by his son in
1930, the hospital pavilions are
lavishly embellished with mosaics,
stained glass and sculptures by
Eusebi Arnau. The octagonal
columns with floral capitals are
inspired by those in the Monestir
de Santes Creus (see p124), to
the south of Barcelona. See p103.

Fundacio Tapies

With a rationally plain facade
alleviated only by its Mudéjar-
style brick work, this austere
building, dating to 1886, was
originally home to the publishing
house Montaner i Simon. It bears
the distinction of being the first
Modernista work to be designed
by Domeénech i Montaner, which
explains why it has so few of the
ornate decorative touches that
distinguish his later works.
Home to the Fundacio Tapies,
it is now dominated by an
enormous sculpture by the
contemporary Catalan artist,
Antoni Tapies. See p104.

A ticket for La Ruta Modernista includes discounted entry
to many Modernista buildings and a map/guide See p133




Casa Batllo
lllustrating Gaudi's nationalist
sentiments, Casa Batllo, on La
Mansana de la Discordia (see
p103), represents an
allegory of the legend
of Sant Jordi (see p39).
The roof is the dragon's
back and the balconies,
sculpted in the form
of carnival masks,
are the skulls of the
dragon’s victims. The
polychrome facade
reveals Gaudi's
remarkable use of
colour and texture.
® Pg de Gracia 43 ® Map
E2 ¢ Open 9am-8pm daily
© 93216 03 06
® Adm €16.50 ¢ DA

Casa de les Punxes

Casa Amatller

The top of Casa Amatller’s
facade bursts into a brilliant display
of blue, cream and pink ceramics
with burgundy florets. Architect
Puig i Cadafalch’'s exaggerated
decorative use of ceramics is
typical of Modernisme. Tours
include the Modernista apartment,
a slide show in Amatller's former
photography studio and describe
the neo-medieval vestibule. ® Pg de
Gracia 41 e Map E2 e Tours

Casa de les Punxes

(Casa Terrades)
Taking Modernisme’s Gothic and
medieval obsessions to extremes
that others seldom
dared, Puig i Cadafalch
created this imposing,
castle-like structure
between 1903 and
1905. Nicknamed the
"House of Spines”
because of its sharp,
needle-like spires rising
up from conical turrets,
its true name is Casa
Terrades. The flambo-
yant spires contrast
with a facade that is, by
Modernista standards,
sparsely decorated.
® Diagonal 416 e Map F2
e Closed to public

Casa Lleo Morera

Ironwork, ceramics, sculpture
and stained glass come together
here in a synthesis of the deco-
rative and fine arts. The interior
of this house, by Doménech i
Montaner, has some superb
sculptures by Eusebi Arnau and
some of the finest Modernista
furniture in existence. ® Pg de
Gracia 35 ® Map E3 e Closed to public

& temporary exhibition:
10am-8pm Mon-Sat, 10am-
3pm Sun; tours noon Mon-
Fri © 93487 72 17  www.
amatller.org ® Adm €10 ¢ DA
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Left Plaga de Catalunya Right Placa Reial, Barri Gotic

°|0 Perfect Squares

Placa Reial

The arcaded Placa Reial,
in the heart of the Barri Gotic,
is uniqgue among Barcelona'’s
squares, with its old-world
charm, gritty urbanization and
Neo-Classical flair. It is home to
majestic, mid-19th-century build-
ings, Gaudi lampposts, a slew of
happening bars and clubs, and an
entertaining and colourful crowd
of innercity denizens. See p72.

Placa de Catalunya

Barcelona's nerve centre is
the huge Placa de Catalunya, a
lively hub from which all the
city’s activity seems to radiate.
This square is most visitors first
real glimpse of Barcelona. The
airport bus stops here, as do
RENFE trains and countless
metro and bus lines. The
square’'s commercial swagger is
evident all around, headed by
Spain’s omnipresent department
store, El Corte Inglés (see p139).
Pigeons flutter chaotically in the
square’s centre, lively Peruvian

~gig
Café, Plaga Sant Josep Oriol, Barri Gotic

bands play to booming sound
systems and hordes of travellers
- from backpackers to tour
groups — meander about. To add
to the melting pot, the square is
allegedly home to 25 people
(mostly homeless immigrants).
& Map M1

Placa del Rei

One of the city’'s best pre-
served medieval squares, the
Barri Gotic's Placa del Rei is
ringed by grand buildings. Among
them is the 14th-century Palau
Reial (see p71), which houses
the Salé del Tinell, a spacious
Catalan Gothic throne room and
banqueting hall. ® Map N4

Placa de Sant Jaume
Weighty with power and
history, this is the administrative
heart of modern-day Barcelona.

The placa is flanked by the
city’s two key government
buildings, the stately Palau de
la Generalitat and the 15th-
century Ajuntament. See p71.

Sign up for DK’s email newsletter on traveldk.com




Placa de Rius

iTaulet
The progressive,
bohemian area of
Gracia, a former
village annexed by
Barcelona in 1897 still
exudes a small-town
ambience, where
socializing with the
neighbours means
heading for the
nearest placa. Topping
the list is this atmos-
pheric square, with an
impressive clock tower rising out
of its centre. Bustling outdoor
cafés draw buskers and a
sociable crowd. ® Map F1

Placa de Sant Josep

Oriol & Placa del Pi
Old-world charm meets café
culture in the Barri Gotic's leafy
Placa de Sant Josep Oriol and
Placa del Pi, named after the pine
trees (pi, in Catalan) that shade
its nooks and crannies. The lovely
Gothic church of Santa Maria del
Pi (see p38) rises between the
two squares. ® Map M3 & M4

Placa Comercial

The buzzy Passeig del Born
culminates in Placa Comercial,
an inviting square dotted with
cafés and bars. It faces the 19th-
century Born Market (see p72),
which is being transformed into
a cultural centre and exhibition
space. ©® Map P4

Placa del Sol

Tucked within the cosy
grid of Gracia, this square is
surrounded by handsome 19th-
century buildings. As evening
descends, it becomes one of the
most lively spots to start your
night-time festivities, along with
all the Barcelonins who mingle on
the outdoor terraces. ® Map F1

Facade, Placa del Pi

Placa de

Santa Maria
The magnificent
Església de Santa
Maria del Mar (see
p76) imbues its name-
sake plaga, in the El
Born district, with a
certain spiritual calm.
Bask in its Gothic am-
bience, people watch,
and soak up the sun
at one of the outdoor
terrace cafés. ©® Map N5

Placa de la Vila de Madrid

Mere steps from La Rambla
(see pp12-13) is this spacious
placa, graced with the remains of
a Roman necropolis. A remnant
of Roman Barcino, the square sat
just beyond the boundaries of
the walled Roman city. A row of
unadorned 2nd-4th-century AD
tombs were discovered here in
1957. The complete remains are
open to the public. ® Map M2
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°|0 Charming Churches & Chapels

Barcelona Cathedral
Barcelona’s magnificent
Gothic cathedral boasts an eye-
catching facade and a peaceful

cloister. See pp14-15.

Església de Santa

Maria del Mar
The elegant church of
Santa Maria del Mar
(1329-83) is one of the fin-
est examples of Catalan
Gothic, a style character
ized by measured simplicity.
A spectacular stained-glass
rose window illuminates
the lofty interior. See p76.

Capella de Sant

Miquel & Església al
Monestir de Pedralbes
Inside the Monestir de
Pedralbes (see p111)is a
Gothic cloister and the
Capella de Sant Miquel,
decorated with murals by
Catalan artist Ferrer Bassa in
1346. The adjoining Gothic
church contains the alabaster
tomb of Queen Elisenda, the
monastery's founder. ® C/Baixada
del Monestir 14 ¢ Map A1 ¢ Open Oct-

Mar: 10am-2pm Tue-Sat, 10am-3pm Sun;

Apr-Sep: 10am-5pm Tue-Sat, 10am-3pm
Sun (church also open 7-8:30pm)

Església de Sant Pau del
Camp
Founded as a Benedictine mon-
astery in the 9th century by
Guifre Il, a count of Barcelona,
this church was rebuilt the follow-
ing century. Its sculpted facade

Santa Eulalia,
Barcelona Cathedral

and intimate cloister with rounded
arches bear all the trademarks of
the Romanesque style. See p83.

Església de Sant Pere de
les Puelles
Built in 801 as a chapel for
troops stationed in
4. Barcelona, this església later
) became a spiritual retreat
" for young noble women.
The church was rebuilt in
the 1100s and is notable
today for its Romanesque
central cupola and a series
of capitals topped with
carved leaves. Look out for
two stone tablets depicting
a Greek cross, which are
from the original chapel.
& Pl de Sant Pere ® Map P2
e Open 8:45am-1pm, 5-7:30pm
Mon-Fri; 8:45am-1pm, 4:30-
6:30pm Sat; 10am-2pm Sun

Església de Santa

Maria del Pi
This lovely Gothic church with its
ornate stained-glass windows
graces Placa del Pi (see p37).
& Pl del Pi e Map L3 e Open
9am-1:30pm, 4:30-9pm daily ® DA

Capella de Santa Agata

Within the Palau Reial (see
p71)is the medieval Capella de
Santa Agata, with its 15th-century
altarpiece. The chapel can only
be visited as part of the Museu
d'Historia de Barcelona (see p40).
& Pl del Rei ¢ Map N3 e Open 10am-8pm
Tue-Sat (Oct-May: 10am-2pm, 4-7pm
Tue-Sat), 10am-3pm Sun ® Adm
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Temple Expiatori del

Sagrat Cor
Mount Tibidabo is an appropriate
perch for this huge, overthe-top
Neo-Gothic church, topped with
a gold Christ with outstretched
arms. The name Tibidabo takes
its meaning from the words, “I
shall give you" (tibi dabo), uttered
by the Devil in his temptation of
Christ. Zealously serving the
devoted, the priest here per-
forms the Eucharist throughout
the day. ® Tibidabo ¢ Map B1 ¢ Open
10:30am-7:30pm daily

Capella de Sant Jordi

Inside the Palau de la
Generalitat (see p71) is this fine
15th-century chapel, dedicated to
Catalonia’s patron saint. ® P/ Sant
Jaume e Map M4 e Guided tours 10:30am-
1:30pm 2nd & 4th Sun of month

Església de Betlem

La Rambla was once dotted
with religious buildings, most
built in the 17th and 18th
centuries when the Catholic
Church was flush with money.
This església remains one of
the most important functioning
churches from this period. ® ¢/
Xucla 2 « Map L3 ® Open 8am-1:30pm
& 5:30-8pm daily ® DA

Gothic nave, Capella de Santa Agata

Top 10 Catalan
Saints & Virgins

Sant Jordi

Catalonia’s patron saint is
Saint George, whose dragon-
slaying prowess is depicted
all over the city.

Virgin Merce

She became the female
patron saint of Barcelona in
1637. The most raucous
festival in town is the Festes
de La Merceé (see p64).

Virgin of Montserrat
Catalonia’s famous “Black
Virgin” is the city's patron virgin.
e

Santa Eulalia

Santa Eulalia, Barcelona's
first female patron saint, was
martyred by the Romans
when they took the city.

Santa Elena

Legend has it that Saint
Helena converted to Christian-
ity after discovering Christ's
cross in Jerusalem in 346 AD.

Santa Llacia

The saint of eyes and
vision is celebrated on 13
December, when the blind
come to worship at the
Santa Llucia chapel in the
cathedral (see pp14-15).

Sant Cristofol

Though officially stripped
of his sainthood as there was
little evidence he existed,
Saint Christopher was once
the patron saint of travellers.

Sant Antoni de Padua

On 13 June, those seek-
ing a husband or wife pray
to the patron saint of love.

Santa Rita

Deliverer of the impossible,
Santa Rita is prayed to by
those searching for miracles.

Sant Joan

The night of Saint John
(see p64) is celebrated with
giant bonfires and fireworks.
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|0 Museums

Museu Nacional d’Art

de Catalunya
Discover Catalonia’'s Romanesque
and Gothic heritage at this impres-
sive museum, housed in the 1929
Palau Nacional. Striking medieval
frescoes and a collection of
Modernista furnishings and art-
works are highlights. See pp18-19.

Fundacié Joan Miré

The airy, high-ceilinged
galleries of this splendid
museum are a fitting resting
place for the bold, abstract
works of Joan Miré, one of
Catalonia’s most acclaimed 20th-
century artists. See pp22-3.

Museu Picasso

Witness the budding - and
meteoric rise — of Picasso’s
artistic genius at this unique
museum. One of the world's
largest collections of the painter's
early works. See pp24-5.

Museu d’Art Contem-

porani & Centre de
Cultura Contemporania
Inaugurated in 1995, MACBA

Fundacié Tapies

Works by Catalan artist Antoni
Tapies are showcased in this
graceful Modernista building.
Venture inside to discover Tapies’
rich repertoire, from early collage
works to large, abstract pain-
tings, many alluding to political
and social themes. See p104.

Terrace, Fundacio Tapies

Museu d’Historia de

Barcelona (MUHBA)
Explore the medieval Palau Reial
and wander among the splendid
remains of Barcelona’s Roman
walls and waterways at the city's
history museum. The museum is
partly housed in the 15th-century
Casa Padellas on the impressive
medieval Placa del Rei. See p71.

is Barcelona's centre for
modern art. Combined

Museu del FC
Barcelona

with the neighbouring

This shrine to the city's

CCCB, the two buildings
form an artistic and
cultural hub in the heart
of El Raval. Both regularly
host temporary exhibi-
tions: the MACBA
showcases contem-
porary artists; the CCCB is more |
theme-based. See pp28-9.

EC

Badge, FC B:

football club draws a
mind-boggling number
of fans paying homage
to their team. Trophies,
posters and other
memorabilia celebrate
the club’s 100-year
history. Also visit the adjacent
Camp Nou Stadium. See p111.

I
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Museu Maritim
Barcelona’s formidable sea-
faring history is showcased in
the cavernous, 13th-century
Drassanes Reials (Royal Ship-
yards). The collection, which
spans from the Middle Ages
to the 19th century, includes
a full-scale replica of the Real,
the flagship galley of Don
Juan of Austria, who led the
Christians to victory against
the Turks during the Battle of
Lepanto in 1571. Also on display
are model ships, maps and navi-
gational instruments. See p81.

Museu Frederic Mares
Catalan sculptor Frederic
Marés (1893-1991) was a
passionate and eclectic collector.
Housed here, under one roof,
are many remarkable
finds amassed
during his travels.
Among the vast
array of historical
objects on display
are Romanesque
and Gothic reli-
gious art and
sculptures, plus
everything from
dolls and fans
to pipes and
Virgin, Museu ~ walking sticks.
Frederic Mares ~ See p72.

CosmoCaixa Museu

de la Ciencia
Exhibits covering the whole
history of science, from the Big
Bang to the computer age, are
housed in this modern museum.
Highlights include an interactive
tour of the geological history
of our planet, an area of real
Amazonian rain forest, and a
planetarium. ® Teodor Roviralta 47-51
® Map B1 e Open 10am-8pm Tue-Sun
o Adm (free first Sun of month)
® DA e www.cosmocaixa.com

Top 10 Quirky

Museums/Monuments 7%

Museu de Carrosses
Fanebres
Late 19th-century hearses
reveal how Barcelonins of
the past met their maker.
& C/Sancho dAvila 2 ¢ Map G3

Centre d’'Interpretacio
del Call

Artifacts from Barcelona's

medieval Jewish community.

& Pl de Manuel Ribé ® Map M4

Museu de la Magia

A museum devoted to
magic, with a collection
dating from the 18th century.
& Carrer Oli 6 ® Map N4

Museu dels Automates

A colourful museum of
human and animal automa-
tons. @ Parc dAtraccions del
Tibidabo ® Map B1

Museu de la Xocolata
A celebration of chocolate,
with interactive exhibits, edible
city models and tastings.
& Pl Pons i Clerch  Map P4

Museu de Cera

Over 350 wax figures,
from Marilyn Monroe to
Franco and Gaudi. ® Ptge
de la Banca 7  Map L5

Museu del Calcat

Footwear from all ages,
including shoes worn by
famous folks. ® P/ de Sant
Felip Neri 5 ¢ Map M3

Museu del Perfum
Hundreds of perfume
bottles from Roman times to
the present. ® Pg de Gracia

39 e Map E2

Cap de Barcelona

Pop artist, Roy Lichtenstein’s *

"“Barcelona Head"” (1992).
& Pg de Colom ® Map N5

Peix

Frank Gehry's huge shim-
mering fish sculpture (1992).
& Port Olimpic ® Map G5

Many museums are free one day a month See p140
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Left Café de I'Opera, La Rambla Right Waterside dining, Port Vell

°l0 Cafés & Light Bites

Café Bliss

Hidden down a tiny side
street, in one of the loveliest
Gothic squares in the old city, is
this delightful café. There is a
bright terrace, comfy sofas and a
range of international magazines
and newspapers to browse
through. It is perfect for coffee,
cakes, light meals or a romantic
drink in the evening. See p78.

Café de I'Opera

Kick back at this elegant, late
19th-century café while being
tended to by vested cambrers
(waiters). This former xocolateria
(confectionary café) — named
after the Liceu opera house
opposite — still serves fine gooey
delights such as xurros amb
Xocolata (strips of fried dough with
thick chocolate). It's perfect for
people-watching on La Rambla.
Q La Rambla 74 ® Map L4

Bar Lobo

Drac Café

This tiny outdoor café is
located next to the Castell dels
Tres Dracs (now the Natural
History Museum). It has
cushioned wicker chairs, huge
fans and a menu of fresh
sandwiches, tapas and light
meals. © Parc de la Ciutadella
® Map Q4 ® Closed Dec-Feb

Bar Lobo

This chic café is a popular
brunch spot during the day, but it
really comes alive in the evenings.
From Thursday to Saturday, the
second floor becomes a hip club,
with guest DJs and a chill-out
space. & Pintor Fortuny, 3 ® Map Q4
® 934815346 ® Closed Sun eve and for
occasional events ® DA

Madame Jasmine

This relaxed, arty café is
furnished with flea market finds,
and the mismatched tables and
chairs give it a boho-chic feel.
There are delicious croissants at
breakfast, huge salads at lunch-
time and killer cocktails in the
evenings. © Rambla de Raval 22
® Map K4 ® 60 788 04 43

Bar Kasparo

This laid-back, outdoor café
serves a sprightly menu of fresh,
international fare with an Asiatic
twist, including chicken curry and
Greek salad. After the sun dips
beneath the horizon, a barlike
vibe takes over, fuelled by beer
and cider. ® PIVicenc Martorell 4
® Map L2 ® Closed Jan

All food and drink names are given in Catalan, but in many cases
the Castilian variant is used just as commonly.




Café Salambo

Stylish evidence of Gracia's
intellectual and literary character,
this airy, lofty café draws arty
locals. While away the afternoon
over a steaming café amb llet or
munching on fresh salads and

entrepans (sandwiches). See p115.

Cafée Salambo

Laie Llibreria Cafe

Tuck into a generous buffet
of rice, pasta, greens, chicken
and more at this charming,
long-running Eixample café-
bookshop. You can also opt for
the well-priced vegetarian menu,
including soup, salad and a main
dish. See p108.

Granja Dulcinea

The xocolateries and granjes
along Carrer Petritxol (see p74)
have been satiating sugar crav-
ings for decades. Among them
is this old-fashioned café with
to-die-for delights, from xurros
amb xocolata to strawberries
and whipped cream. In the
summer, delicious orxates and
granissats are on the menu. ® ¢/
Petritxol 2 ® Map L3 ® Closes at 9pm

El Jardi

This outdoor café-bar
occupies a corner of the Gothic
courtyard in front of the medieval
hospital of Santa Creu. It is a
great spot for a quiet drink, and
there is live jazz in the summer.
During the winter gas heaters
are brought outside. See p87.

Top 10 Café Drinks

Café amb llet

Traditionally enjoyed in the
morning, café amb llet is an
ample cup of milky coffee.

Tallat & Cafe Sol

Need a fortifying caffeine
fix? Try a tallat, a small cup
of coffee with a dash of milk.
A café sol is just plain coffee.
In the summer, opt for either
one amb gel (with ice).

-
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Cigalo

For coffee with a bite, try
a cigalo (carajillo), which has a
shot of alcohol, usually conyac
(cognac), whisky or ron (rum).

Orxata

This sweet, milky-white
drink made from a tuber (tiger
nut) is a summertime favourite.

Granissat

Slake your thirst with a cool
granissat, a crushed-ice drink,
usually lemon flavoured.

Aigua

Stay hydrated with aigua
mineral (mineral water) — amb
gas is sparkling, sense gas, still.

Cacaolat

Chocolate lovers swoon
over this chocolate-milk con-
coction, one of Spain's most
popular sweet drink exports.

Una Canya & Una Clara

Una canya is roughly a
quarter of a litre of cervesa
de barril (draft beer). Una clara
is the same, but with fizzy
lemonade mixed in.

Cava

Catalonia’s answer to
champagne is its home-grown
cava, of which Freixenet and
Codorniu are the most famous
brands.

Sangria

This ever-popular concoc-
tion of red wine, fruit juices,
and liquors is ordered at cafés
throughout the city.

For tips on dining and standard opening hours See p138 & p140
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Left Cinc Sentits Right Comerg 24

°|0 Best Restaurants & Tapas Bars

Cal Pep

The line-up at this
traditional, boisterous
tapas bar includes top-
notch cured hams and
sausages, truita de
patates (potato ome-
lette), fresh mariscs
(shellfish) and an array of
daily tapas specials. See p79.

Noti

In a city where style often
triumphs over substance, Noti
stands out as a glorious exception.
The decor is as stylish and
glamorous as the crowd, but
doesn't draw focus away from
the main event — the exceptional
Mediterranean and French
cuisine, prepared with flair and
originality. See p109.

El Asador d’Aranda

This palatial restaurant,
perched high above the city on
Tibidabo, dishes up the best in
Castilian cuisine. Sizeable
starters include pica pica, a tasty
array of sausages, peppers and
hams. The signature main dish is
lechazo (young lamb) roasted in a
wood-fired oven. See p117.

Paella

Wall tile advertising
Barcelona restaurant

Kaiku
This unassuming,
beachfront restaurant
makes possibly the
best paella in the city.
It is on the menu as
arros del xef, and is
prepared with smoked
rice and succulent
shellfish. The desserts are great
too. In the summer book a table
on the terrace and enjoy the
views and sea breeze. See p1017.

Inopia

It may be off the beaten
track, but this bar is a must for
dedicated foodies. The menu has
gone back to basics, offering
classic tapas such as croquetas
and patatas bravas, prepared
with the finest local ingredients.
The tuna and tomato salad and
anchovy-wrapped artichoke are
both excellent. See p109.

Bar Ra

A funky, flowerfilled oasis in
El Raval, this juice-bar-café-res-
taurant is the place for organic,
multi-cultural cuisine. Start your
day with muesli or muffins and a
fresh papaya or pear juice. The
lunch and dinner menu might in-
clude Japanese tofu, Peruvian
ceviche (raw seafood marinated
in lemon) or a Cuban chicken and
mango chutney dish. See p87.

Cinc Sentits

This elegant restaurant is
known for its innovative cuisine.
The tasting menu, created by

All food and drink names are given in Catalan, but in many cases
the Castilian variant is used just as commonly.




chef Jordi Aretal, can be paired
with specially chosen wines. The
set-price lunch menu, available
from Monday to Friday, is a
bargain. See p109.

Casa Leopoldo

This comfortable, family-run
restaurant serves some of the
finest Catalan cuisine in the city.
Fresh seafood is the highlight,
with innovative platters of bacalla
(salt cod), llenguado (sole) and
gambes (prawns). See p87.

Bar-Restaurante
CanTomas
A cheap, no-nonsense tapas bar
in the uptown area of Sarria.
Every tapas-lover knows that the
city’s best patates braves and
patates amb alioli are found
here. Ask for the doble mixta
to sample both. See p117.

Outdoor terrace, Bar Ra

Comerg 24

Perhaps one of the most
adventurous restaurants in the
city, Comerg 24 has an innovative
head chef, Carles Abellan. The
constantly changing menu
consists of a series of platillos
(small dishes), which fuse an
extraordinary variety of flavours
and textures. Try the quail
lollipops, sea urchins with foie
gras ice cream, or gold-wrapped
macadamia nuts. See p79.

For price categories See p79

Top 10 Tapas

Patates Braves

This traditional tapas
favourite consists of fried
potatoes topped with a
spicy sauce. Equally tasty
are patates heaped with
alioli (garlic mayonnaise).

Calamars

A savoury seafood option
is calamars (squid) a la
romana (deep-fried in batter)
or a la planxa (grilled).

Pa amb Tomaquet

A key part of any tapas
spread is this bread topped
with tomato and olive oil.

Croquetes

A perennial favourite
are croquettes; tasty fried
morsels of bechamel, usually
with ham, chicken or tuna.

Musclos o Escopinyes

Sample Barcelona’s fruits
of the sea with tapas of tasty
mussels or cockles.

Truita de Patates

The most common tapas
dish is this thick potato ome-
lette, often topped with alioli.

Ensaladilla Russa

This “Russian salad” in-
cludes potatoes, onions, tuna
(and often peas, carrots and
other vegetables), all generous-
ly enveloped in mayonnaise.

Gambes al’allet

An appetizing dish of
fried prawns (shrimp) coated
in garlic and olive oil.

Pernil Serra

Cured ham is a Spanish
obsession. The best, and most
expensive, is Extremadura’s
speciality, Jabugo.

Fuet

Embotits (Catalan sausa- - ==
ges) include the ever-popular
fuet, a dry, flavourful variety, L ‘
most famoqsly produced_ in Bt
the Catalonian town of Vic. .

For tips on dining and standard opening hours See p138 & p140
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Elephant

°l0 Night-time Hot Spots

Elephant

Housed in a Modernista villa,

filled with candles and Moroccan
lamps, this swish nightclub
attracts a fashionable young
crowd. But the real highlight
is the garden, where lounge
beds with diaphanous white
drapes, fountains and giant
elephant statues add an
exotic touch. In winter,

the outdoor dance floor

is transformed into a
spectacular tent. See p176.

Decoration,
Elephant Club

Marsella

Founded in 1820, this
atmospheric throwback, run by
the fifth generation of the Lamiel
family, sits in the heart of the
Barri Xines (see p82). Marsella is
one of the few places in town
where you can enjoy the potent
drink absinthe (absenta). Settle
in at one of the wrought-iron
Modernista tables, surrounded
by ancient mirrors and old
religious statues, and test your
mettle with the potent yellow
liquor that is specially bottled for
the bar. See p86.

Sala BeCool

Otto Zutz
A swanky Barcelona night-
life institution, this three-storey
disco is on the itinerary for well-
heeled media types. The
music verges on the main-
stream, with big-name DJs
spinning everything from
techno to contemporary
favourites. See p116.

CDLC
This trendy restaurant
turns into a lively club as
the evening goes on. It
has a great location right on
the beach and features
guest DJs. Serves a range of
cocktails. See p100.

Arena Madre

This gay disco, located in a
basement, has an unpretentious
atmosphere. Well-known for its
dark room, Arena Madre also
hosts leather shows, stripteases
and comic performances. Music
is mainly handbag house and
Latin, while Sunday is 80s night.
& Balmes, 32 ® 93 487 83 42
® Open 12:30pm-5:30am daily ® DA

La Terrrazza

Located inside the Poble
Espanyol (see p97), La Terrrazza
is one of the most popular
summer nightclubs in Barcelona.
The patio becomes the dance-
floor, the porches are bars and
the garden provides a refreshing
chill-out area. ® Poble Espanyol, Av
Marqués de Comillas ® Map A3 ® Open
Thu-Sun (May-Sep) ® Adm

For tips on drinking and standard opening hours See p138 & p140




Sala BeCool

This stylish club has become
a staple on Barcelona's busy
party scene. Situated in the chic,
uptown Sant Gervasi neighbour-
hood, the multi-functional space
has everything from live music,
to club nights and theme parties.
Downstairs there are hugely
popular DJ sessions offering
electro, techno and minimal
music from Friday to Saturday;
upstairs plays the latest indie
hits. The website has a complete
listing of the full weekly
programme. See p116.

Inside Razzmatazz

La Pedrera de Nit

If Gaudi's undulating Pedrera
rooftop (see pp20-21) looks
surreal by day, experience it at
night for full effect. On Friday
and Saturday evenings between
mid-June and late July, La Pedrera
opens up its magical rooftop for
a night of live music and cava
drinking. Wander among Gaudi's
mosaic chimneys, illuminated
against the night sky, while
enjoying jazz, flamenco fusion
or tango. ® C/Provenca 261-265
e Map E2 e Reservations essential:
call 90 210 12 12 ¢ Adm # DA

Jamboree

Venture underground - quite
literally — to this popular, hopping
jazz club-cum-nightclub in a
vaulted space beneath Placa
Reial. Nightly live jazz sessions
kick off around 11pm. DJs take
over later with dance-inducing
sounds. See p77.

Jamboree

Razzmatazz

This is nothing less than the
city’s best all-round nightlife
venue. Music bands from around
the world have played at
Razzmatazz, and concerts have
included Antony and the
Johnsons, the Arctic Monkeys
and Roisin Murphy. On Friday
and Saturday nights (Tam-6am),
the venue is divided into five
clubs, each with its own distinct
individual theme. The club
regularly hosts international
guest DJs, including big names
such as Jarvis Cocker, Shaun
Rider and Peter Smith among
others. See p100.
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For more bars & clubs in the old town See pp76-7 & p86
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Left Club scene, Sitges Right Restaurante Castro

°l0 Gay & Lesbian Hang-outs

Antinous Llibreria-Cafe

Antinous is a popular, gay
meeting point just off the
southern end of La Rambla. The
café incorporates a
spacious shop,
stocking gifts, books
and videos, and has
a small bar area with
exhibitions. Pick up a
copy of Nois, a free
magazine available in
most gay venues,
which gives the
lowdown on the gay
scene. ® C/Josep
Anselm Clavé 6  Map L6
® Closed Sun ® DA

Dietrich Gay Teatro Café

A gay venue with a mixed
door policy, Dietrich is a trendy
club with attractive golden walls
and an internal garden. As well
as playing house and garage
music, it features performances
by drag artists, dancers and acro-
bats. ® Consell de Cent 255  Map D3

Restaurante Castro

This ultra-chic restaurant
offers hefty portions
of Mediterranean
cuisine with an
exotic twist. The
heavy duty decor of
industrial-style black
chains and metal
is toned down by
soft lighting and
relaxing music.
Make a reserva-
tion, as this is one

Party-goers at a club

of the most popular gay restau-
rants in town. ® C/Casanova 85

e Map D2 93 323 67 84  Closed Sun
lunch e €EEE o DA

Sauna
Casanova
This gay sauna (for
men only) is ultra-
clean, and includes

Turkish baths,
Jacuzzis and saunas,
as well as a handy
bar and internet
service. There are
also private cabins,
some with video
players. ® C/Casanova 57  Map D3

° Adm

Zeltas

One of the hottest club-bars
in town, Zeltas has trendy decor,
in the style of a loft apartment,
and really pulls in the crowds.
A heady mix of testosterone,
potent drinks and pumping
house makes this a prime spot
to mingle with some of
Barcelona's beauties. ® C/Casanova
75 ® Map D3

Books, Antinous Lliberia-Cafée

b-guided (see p134) is available from selected stores and venues; it
gives more information on gay-friendly restaurants, bars and shops.




Martin’s

This exclusively gay club
(men only on Saturday nights) is
at the top of the Passeig de
Gracia. Spread over three floors,
there is a big dance floor, several
bars, a pool area and a dark
room. The atmosphere is hard-
core without being sleazy.
& Passeig de Gracia 130 ® Map E1
e Adm

Metro

Metro has two dance floors,
one playing house, while the
other has a free-and-easy music
policy and a pool table. The club
only livens up around 2am. You
can sometimes pick up free
tickets at nearby Dietrich restau-
rant, another gay haunt. ® ¢/
Sepllveda 185 ¢ Map J1  Adm e DA

Loft

A huge music bar with dance
floor, this is a perennial favourite
to start the night in the Gaixample.
Great cocktails, minimalist
decor and DJs who know how to
work a crowd mean it's always
packed. ® C/Casanovas 75 ¢ Map D3

Punto BCN

This relaxed, friendly bar has
stayed in vogue for many years
on a fickle gay scene. It gets
impossibly busy around midnight
at weekends and the music is
loud, but it's a good place to get
fired up for a night out and get
the latest on what else is hap-
pening in town. ® C/Muntaner 63
e Map D3 ¢ DA

Beaches

In summer, gay men
gather for some sun, fun and
plenty of posing in front of the
Club de Nataci¢ Barcelona on
Barceloneta beach near Placa
del Mar; the Marbella beach is
also popular. ® Map E6

The “Gaixample” around the intersection of C/Casanova and

Top 10 Gay Hot
Spots in Sitges

XXL
Popular with the in-crowd,

with nice decor, a good drinks ..

selection and techno music.
& C/Joan Tarrida 7

Parrots

A classic Sitges meeting
point, this bar has drag queen
waiters and a lovely outdoor
terrace. ® Placa Industrial 2

El Mediterraneo

This multi-space bar with
its original design is open in
summer only.
& (/St Bonaventura 6

Trailer

Sitges' oldest gay disco is
always packed with friendly L
faces. ® C/Angel Vidal 36  Adm &+

Organic

Organic is a hot disco on
the gay scene, frequented by
a fashion-industry crowd.
& C/Bonaire 15 ® Adm

Beaches

The beach in front of the
Hotel Calipolis in Sitges' centre
is a gay magnet, as is the
nudist one on the way to the
town of Vilanova.

Night-time Cruising
The pier just past Hotel
Calipolis is one of the busiest
cruising spots. Prime time is

between 3am and dawn.

L'Atlantida

Shuttle buses take
party-goers to this hugely
popular, summer only, beach
front club. ® Platja les coves

Privilege

One of the best gay music
bars in town, Privilege has a
different theme every night.
& Carrer de Bonaire 24

El Hotel Romantic

A simple, gay-friendly hotel,
with a pretty garden. ® C/St
Isidre 33 93 894 83 75

C/Diputacio, is the heart of Barcelona’s gay scene.
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Left Handbags, Avinguda Diag

| Right Shop front, Passeig de Gracia

°|0 Best Shopping Areas

Passeig de Gracia

Barcelona’s grand avenue
of lavish Modernista buildings
is fittingly home to the city's
premier fashion and design
stores. From the international big
league (Chanel, Gucci, Swatch)
to Spain's heavy hitters (Loewe,
Camper, Zara, Mango; see p139),
it's all here. And topping the inte-
rior design list is the perennially
popular Vingon (see p106). Side
streets reveal more sublime
shopping, notably Carrer Consell
de Cent, which is dotted with art
galleries, and carrers Mallorca,
Valéncia and Rosellé. ® Map E3

Bulevard Rosa & Bulevard

dels Antiquaris
Opened in 1978, Barcelona's first
fashion mall, Bulevard Rosa, is
still one of its classiest, with
over 100 shops showcasing
clothes, shoes and accessories
by Spanish and international
designers. The adjoining Bulevard
dels Antiquaris is a spacious
mall, with over 60 antiques and

Shopping crowds, Portal de I'Angel

arts shops. ® Bulevard Rosa: Pg

de Gracia 53 ® Map E2 ¢ Open 10:30am-
9pm Mon-Sat ® Bulevard dels Antiquaris:
Pg de Gracia 55-57 ® Map E2 e Open
10am-8:30pm Mon-Sat

Placa de Catalunya

& Carrer Pelai
The city’s booming centrepiece
is also its commercial crossroads,
flanked by the department store
El Corte Inglés and the shopping
mall El Triangle, which includes
FNAC (books, CDs, videos) and
Séphora (perfumes and cosme-
tics). Lined with shoe and clothing
shops, the nearby Carrer Pelai is
said to have more pedestrian
traffic than any other shopping
street in Spain. ® £ Corte Inglés: Pl
de Catalunya 14 © Map M1 e Open 10am-
10pm Mon-Sat ® El Triangle: C/Pelai 39
e Map L1 e Open 10am-10pm Mon-Sat

Portal de I'Angel
Once a Roman thoroughfare
leading into the walled city of
Barcino, today the pedestrian
street of Portal de I'Angel is
traversed by hordes
of shoppers toting
& bulging bags. The
= street is chock-full
of shoe, clothing,
jewellery and acces-
sory shops. ® Map M2

Rambla de

Catalunya
The genteel,
classier extension
of La Rambla, this
well-maintained

Sign up for DK’s email newsletter on traveldk.com




street offers a

refreshing change

from its cousin’s more
down-at-heel carnival
atmosphere. Chic

shops and cafés, as

well as their moneyed
customers, pepper

the street’s length,

from Plaga de Catalun-

ya to Diagonal. You'll J
find everything from =
fine footwear and
leather bags to linens
and lamps. ® Map E2

Avinguda Diagonal

Big and brash, traffic-choked
Diagonal is hard to miss, a caco-
phonous avenue that cuts, yes,
diagonally across the entire city.
It is a premier shopping street,
particularly west of Passeig de
Gracia to its culmination in Lllla
mall and the large El Corte Inglés
department store near Plaga
Maria Cristina. Lining this long
stretch is a host of high-end
clothing and shoe stores
(Armani, Loewe and Hugo Boss
among them), interior design
shops, jewellery and watch
purveyors, and more. ® Map D1

Carrer Portaferrissa

From zebra platform shoes
to bellybutton rings and pastel
baby T-shirts, this street’s other
name could well be Carrer
“Trendy" Along this strip you'll
find ElI Mercadillo (see p75) mini-
mall, crammed with hip little
shops selling spiked belts, frame-
less sunglasses, surf wear and
the like. Just off this street is
Galeries Malda, Barcelona’s first
shopping gallery, with a range
of shops and a cinema showing
original-version independent and
Bollywood films (see p67).
Q Galeries Malda: Pl del Pi 1 ¢ Map M3
e Open 10am-1:30pm & 4-8om Mon-Sat

Storefront,
Carrer Portaferrisa

Gracia

Old bookstores,
family-run botigues de
comestibles (grocery
stores) and bohemian
shops selling Indian
clothing and acces-
sories cluster along
Carrer Asturies (and its
side streets) and along
Travessera de Gracia.
A string of contempo-
rary clothing and shoe
shops also lines Gran
de Gracia. ® Map F1

El Born

Amid El Born's web of streets
are all sorts of art and design
shops. Passeig del Born and Car
rer Rec are dotted with innova-
tive little galleries (from sculpture
to interior design), plus clothing
and shoe boutiques. This area is
by far the best for original fashion
and accessories. ® Map P4

Maremagnum

This modern shopping and
entertainment centre on the
water’s edge is open every day
of the year, including Sundays.
All the main clothing chains can
be found, along with cafés and
restaurants. ® Muelle de Espana 5
e Map N5 e Open 10am-10pm daily

Joanic

Gracia ()
TRAVESSERA DE GRACIA

Ay
4
b,
4

Hospital =
Clinic 5

2 CARRER D'ARAGO = CARRER D'ARACO

= ixampley
: S e
AVINGUDA  GRAN  VIA *DE — LES _CORTS

Catalunya Q

CATALANES

7
7
2,
2,
s

E_LA MARINA

g
S
&
5
(]

Ciutadella =

CARRI

Parcde ¢

Montjuic BOR )

1 miles 2 0—km ———1

For tips on shopping and standard opening hours See p139

0l doJ s,euojadieg




Barcelona’s Top 10

Produce, Mercat de Santa Caterina

°l0 Most Fascinating Markets

Mercat de La Boqueria

Barcelona’s most famous food
market is conveniently located on
La Rambla (see pp12-13). Fresh-
ness reigns supreme and shop-
pers are spoiled for choice, with
hundreds of stalls selling every-
thing from vine-ripened tomatoes
to haunches of beef and moist
wedges of Manchego cheese. The
city's seaside status is in full evi-
dence at the fish stalls. ® La Rambla
91  Map L3 ¢ Open 7am-8pom Mon-Sat

Els Encants

Barcelona's best flea market,
Els Encants (east of the city) is
where you'll find everything
from second-hand clothes,
electrical appliances and toys to
home-made pottery and used
books. Discerning browsers can
fit out an entire kitchen from an
array of pots and pans. Bargain-
hunters should come early. The
market is due to relocate nearby
in 2011. ® Pl de les Glories Catalanes
e Map H3 ¢ Open 7am-5:30pm Mon,
Wed, Fri & Sat ® www.encantsbcn.com

Fira de Santa Llicia, Placa de la Seu

Fira de Santa Llucia

The Christmas season is
officially under way when local
artisans set up shop outside the
Cathedral for the annual Christmas
fair. Well worth a visit if only to
peruse the row upon row of caga-
ners, miniature figures squatting
to fer caca (take a poop). Uniquely
Catalan, the caganers are usually
hidden in the back of nativity
scenes. This unusual celebration
of the scatological also appears
in other Christmas traditions.
& Pl de la Seu ® Map N3 e Open 1-23
Dec: 10am-8pm (times may vary) daily

Book & Coin Market at

Mercat de Sant Antoni
For book lovers, there’s no better
way to spend Sunday morning
than browsing at this market
(west of the city). You'll find a
mind-boggling assortment of
weathered paperbacks, ancient
tomes, stacks of old magazines,
comics, postcards and lots more,
from coins to videos. ® C/Comte
d'Urgell ® Map D2 ® Open 8am-3pm Sun




Fira Artesana,

Placa del Pi
The Placa del Pi (see
p37) brims with
natural and organic
foods during the
Fira Artesana, when
producers bring their
goods to this corner
of the Barri Gotic. The
market specializes in
home-made cheeses
and honey - from clear clover
honey from the Pyrenees to
nutty concoctions from Morella.
& Pl del Pi ¢ Map M3 e Open 10am-2pm
& 5-9pm 1st & 3rd Fri, Sat & Sun of month

Fira de Filatelia i

Numismatica
Spread out in the elegant Placa
Reial (see p72), this popular
stamp and coin market draws
avid collectors from all over the
city. The newest collectors’ items
are phone cards and old xapes
de cava (cava bottle cork foils).
When the market ends (and
the local police go to lunch),
a makeshift flea market takes
over. Old folks from the barrio
and immigrants haul out their
belongings - old lamps, clothing,
junk — and lay it all out on cloths
on the ground. ® P/ Reial ® Map L4
e Open 9:30am-2:30pm Sun

Cheeses, Fira Artesana,
Placa del Pi

Mercat de Santa

Caterina
Each barri has its own
food market with
tempting displays but
this one boasts a
spectacular setting.
The building was
designed by Catalan
architect Enric
Miralles (1955-2000).
& Av Francesc Cambé 16
e Map N3 e Open 8am-2pm Mon,
8am-3:30pm Tue, Wed & Sat,
8am-8:30pm Thu & Fri

=== |

Mercat del Art de la Placa

de Sant Josep Oriol
At weekends, local artists flock to
this Barri Gotic square to sell their
art and set up their easels. You'll
find everything from watercolours
of Catalan landscapes to oil paint-
ings of churches and castles. ® P/
de Sant Josep Oriol ® Map M4 e Open
11am-8:30pm Sat, 10am-2pm Sun

Mercat dels Antiquaris
Antiques aficionados and
collectors contentedly rummage
through jewellery, watches, can-
delabras, silver trays, embroidery
and assorted bric-a-brac at this
long-running antiques market in
front of the Cathedral. ® Pidela
Seu ® Map N3 e Open 10am-9pm Thu

Mercat de

Barceloneta
The striking Barcel-
oneta covered market
overlooks an expan-
sive square. As well as
produce stalls, there
are a couple of excel-
lent restaurants includ-
ing the Michelin-
starred Lluganés. ® P/ ae
Font 1, Barceloneta ® Map
F6 ® Open 7am-3pm Mon
& Sat (& 5pm-8:30pm Tue-
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210 City Views

Tibidabo

The mountain of Tibidabo
is the best vantage point for
a bird's-eye view of Barcelona.
Thrill-seekers opt for a spin on
the Tibidabo fairground attraction
(see p111) called La Atalaya, a
rickety basket attached to an
ancient crane-like contraption
which gives a 360-degree view
of Barcelona, the sea and the
Pyrenees. A less giddy option
is the Torre de Collserola (see
p111) with its transparent lift
rising up 288 m (945 ft). And
for those who wish to keep
their feet firmly on solid ground —
cocktail in hand - settle in at
the Mirablau bar. See p116.

Castell de Montjuic

Montjuic offers myriad view-
points. The best is from the castle
and gardens with their superb
panoramas over the port and the
city. Take the cable car up to the
castle and walk down through
ever-changing vistas to the Font
del Gat café to enjoy a cool drink
in its romantic gardens. See p89.

Barcelona from Castell de Montjuic

Les Golondrines &

Orsom Catamaran
The sea offers a less vertiginous
view of the cityscape. Glide out
of the harbour on the pleasure
boats known as golondrines or
try the exhilarating trip under sail
on an enormous catamaran. Both
trips offer ample views of the
city and of the Port Olimpic area
(see p133). © Les Golondrines, Portal
de la Pau ® Map L6 e Call 93 442 31 06
for times ® www.lasgolondrinas.com
® Orsom Catamaran, Portal de la Pau
® Map L6 e Call 93 441 05 37 for times
® www.barcelona-orsom.com

Cable Cars

The swaying cable cars that
glide slowly between the Port
and Montjuic are something of
a Barcelona landmark. To those
not afraid of heights, they reveal
hidden aspects of the city and
provide a pleasurable way to get
to Montjuic (see p133). ©® Miramar,
Montjuic/Port de Barcelona e Map C5,
D6 & E6 # Open daily Apr, May & Oct:
10am-7pm; Jun-Sep: 10am-9pm; Nov-
Mar: 10am-6pm ¢ Adm

Mirador de Colom

At the end of La Rambla, the
statue of Christopher Columbus
offers a good vantage point for
viewing the city. The column,
rising 80 m (262 ft), was built in
1888. The elevator that whisks
visitors to the top has, fortu-
nately, been renovated since
then! ® La Rambla/Drassanes ® Map L6
® Open May-Oct: 9am-8:30pm daily;
Nov-Apr: 10am-6:30pm daily ® Adm




Sagrada Familia

When work first
began, Gaudi's magical
church lay on the outskirts
of the city and Barcelona
would have been just a
shadow in the distance.
Almost a hundred years
on, the church is located
in the heart of the Eixam-
ple and the bell towers
offer dizzying vistas of the

entire city. An added bonus View of the city and Casa-Museu Gaudi, Parc Giiell

are the wonderful close-ups of
the extraordinary Sagrada Familia
itself. See pp8-11.

El Corte Inglés

The top floor of this depart-
ment store has a glass-fronted
cafeteria and restaurant — an
excellent place to lunch or just
have a coffee. From here there
are views of the nearby Placa de
Catalunya, the old town and the
Eixample. The enormous store
below stocks just about anything
you might need to buy. ® Plde
Catalunya 14 © Map M1 e Free e DA

Parc Giiell

In the north of the city,
Gaudi's monumental Modernista
park presents spectacular views
across Barcelona and out to the
Mediterranean from its various
terraced levels. Trees and
patches of woodland act as
welcome shade from the fierce
summer sun. See p112.

Barcelona Cathedral

From the heart of the Barri
Gotic, the Cathedral rooftop
offers one of the least changed
vistas in the city. Look out over
the ramshackle rooftops — some
dating to the 12th century — and
the narrow alleys that spill out in
all directions. There is a small
charge for the elevator to the
top. See pp14-15.

Helicopter Rides

For a bird's-eye view of
Barcelona, consider a helicopter
ride over the city. Cat Helicopters
run tours of between five and 35
minutes over the city and as far
as Montserrat. The five-minute
tour over the port area costs €45
per person (maximum five
people for each journey). ® Mol
Adossat s/n ® Map D6 e Call 93 224 07
10 or check wwwi.cathelicopters.com for
more information ® Adm
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Left Barceloneta beach Right Parc de Joan Miré

°l0) Parks & Beaches

Parc de la Ciutadella

Barcelona’s largest land-
scaped park offers a serene
antidote to city life. Once the
location of the 18th-century
military citadel, this lovely 19th-
century park is now home to
the zoo, the Catalan parliament,
two museums and a boating
lake. There is an attractive
outdoor café next to the Castell
dels Tres Dracs (in the south-
western corner). See pp16-17.

Parc Giiell

Originally conceived as a
suburban estate to the north of
the city, Parc Guell is like a sur
real, Asian terraced farm. Twisting
pathways and avenues of col-
umned arches blend in with the
hillside, playfully fusing nature and
fantasy. The esplanade, with its
stunning, curved, mosaic bench, is
the park’s centrepiece. From here

Cascade F Parc de la Ciutadell

there are spectacular views (see
pb5) of the entire city and of the
fairy-tale gatehouses below.
Gaudi's former home is now the
Casa-Museu Gaudi. See p112.

Jardins del Laberint

d'Horta
These enchanting Neo-Classical
gardens date back to 1791, making
this elegant park one of the oldest
in the city. Situated up above the
city, where the air is cooler and
cleaner, the park includes themed
gardens, waterfalls and a small
canal. The highlight is the enor-
mous maze, which has a statue
of Eros at its centre. See p113.

Parc de Cervantes

Built in 1964 to celebrate
25 years of Franco rule, this
beautiful park on the outskirts of
town would have been more
appropriately named Park of the
Roses. There are over 11,000
rose bushes of 245 varieties;
when in bloom, their aroma
pervades the park. People pour
in at weekends, but the park is
blissfully deserted during the
week. ® Av Diagonal ® Off map

Jardins de Pedralbes

These picturesque gardens
lie just in front of the former Palau
Reial (royal palace) of Pedralbes
- now home to the Museu de
Ceramica and Museu de les Arts
Decoratives (see p112). Under the
shade of an enormous eucalyptus
tree and near a small bamboo
forest is a fountain by Gaudi,

All the city parks are officially open from around 10am until dusk.




which was only
discovered in 1983.
® Av Diagonal 686

e Off map

Parc de

Joan Miro
Also know as Parc
de I'Escorxador, this !
park was built on
the site of a 19th-
century slaughter-
house (excorxador).
Dominating the
paved upper level of
the park is Miré's
striking 22-m (72-ft)
sculpture, Dona i Ocell (Woman
and Bird, 1983). Elsewhere there
are three children’s play areas
and a couple of kiosk cafés.
& C/Tarragona ® Map B2

Parc de I'Espanya

Industrial
Built on the site of a former
textiles factory, this modern
park, by Basque architect Luis
Pefa Ganchegui, has emerged
from an expensive restoration
project. It's a very appealing
space, with ten strange light-
house-style towers that line the
boating lake and an enormous
cast-iron dragon, which doubles
as a slide. There's a good terrace
bar with a playground for the
kids. ® PI de Joan Peiré ® Off map

City Beaches

The beaches of Barcelona
were once insalubrious areas to
be avoided. With the 1992
Olympics they underwent a
radical face-lift and today the
stretches of Barceloneta and the
Port Olimpic are a major people
magnet. Just a short hop on the
metro from the city centre, they
provide the perfect opportunity
for a refreshing Mediterranean
dip. The beaches are regularly

Parc de I'Espanya Industrial

cleaned and the
many facilities in-
clude showers,
toilets, childrens’
play areas, volleyball
nets and an open-air
gym. There are
boats and surfboards
for rent. Be warned:
bag snatching is
endemic. See p97.

Castelldefels

Just 20 km
(12 miles) south of
Barcelona are 5 km
(3 miles) of wide,
sandy beaches with shallow
waters. Beach bars entice week-
end sun worshippers out of the
afternoon sun for long, lazy sea-
food lunches and jugs of sangria
aplenty. Windsurfers and pedalos
are for hire. ® Off map e Train to
Platja de Castelldefels from Estacié de
Sants or Passeig de Gracia

Premia/El Masnou

Arguably the best beaches
within easy reach of Barcelona,
just 20 km (12 miles) to the north,
these two adjoining beaches lure
locals with gorgeous golden sand
and clear, blue waters. ® Train to
Premia or EI Masnou from Plaga de
Catalunya or Estacio de Sants
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Explore Barcelona’s parks by bike
For details on bicycle hire See p131 & p133
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Left La Rambla Right Cyclist, Passeig Maritim

10 Walks & Bike Rides

La Rambla & The Port

From Plaga de Catalunya,
stroll the length of Barcelona's
most famous street, La Rambla
(see pp12-13), stopping en route
to enjoy the street performances.
Turn left at the port and admire
the luxury yachts as you follow
the water round to Barceloneta.
Continue along Pg Joan de Borbo
and turn left down any of the
side streets that lead to the sand
and sea. ©® Map M1

Barri Gotic

Wandering this network of
atmospheric, ancient streets is
the best way to experience the
old town. Take a short stretch of
the busy C/Portaferrisa (see p57)
from La Rambla and turn right
down tiny C/Petritxol (see p74),
with its confectionery shops and
jewellers, to the Església de
Santa Maria del Pi. Continue
down C/Rauric, left onto C/Ferran
and up to Placa de Sant Jaume
(see p71). Turn left onto C/Bisbe
leading to Placa de la Seu and the
Cathedral (see pp14-15). ® Map L3

Parc de Collserola

Eixample

For some of the city’s most
breathtaking Modernista gems,
walk the length of Pg de Gracia
south to north, past the Mansana
de la Discordia (see p703) and La
Pedrera (see pp20-21). Turn right
onto C/Mallorca, which leads to
Gaudi's Sagrada Familia (see pp
8-11). Take a left along C/Marina,
past the church’'s awe-inspiring
Nativity Facade, and head up Av
Gaudi to Hospital de la Santa Creu
i de Sant Pau (see p103). ® Map E3

Tibidabo

Get high above the city by
following the gently climbing Av
del Tibidabo from the FGC station.
Then follow signposts to the right
through the steep wooded park,
Font del Raco, and continue until
you arrive at Plagca Doctor
Andreu with its terrace bars and
panoramic city views. ® Map B1

Montjuic

Take in the city's green scene
with an amble around Montjuic's
verdant slopes. The initial climb

The CCCB (see pp28-9) offers occasional guided walks in English
during the year. For more on walking tours See p133.




to the grandiose

Palau Nacional (see
pp18-19) from

Plaga d'Espanya is

eased by a series of
escalators. From the
palace, veer left and b
continue along the 'S
main road, stopping

off at Jardi Mossén

Jacint Verdaguer (see p94) be-
fore continuing round to Miramar
for a spectacular view. ® Map B3

Parc de Collserola

It's difficult to believe that this
serene nature reserve lies just 10
minutes drive from the metro-
polis. Explore its delightful hiking,
biking and nature trails on foot or
by mountain bike. Take the funi-
cular train to the top of Tibidabo
and head towards the Torre de
Collserola (see p111), turning off
on any one of the colourcoded
woodland paths. A tourist infor-
mation point provides maps and
further information. ® Tourist Info:
Carretera de Vallvidrera a Sant Cugat, km
4.7 ® Map E3 » Open 9:30am-3pm daily

Coastal Bike Ride

Breeze along the city’s
coastal cycle path and take in
seaside Barcelona. Pick up the
path from the bottom of La
Rambla and follow it north to
Barceloneta, where it runs along
the beachfront, past the shiny
Port Olimpic as far as the Platja
Levant. ® Map B3

Diagonal Bike Ride

From Pedralbes to the sea,
this route along the city’s most
elegant boulevard gives you a
clear idea of Barcelona’s size.
The tree-lined cycle path follows
Diagonal; start at the top (Zona
Universitaria) and continuing
through the new city of Diagonal
Mar until you arrive on the other

Backstreet, Barri Gotic

side of the city just
a stone's throw
from the Besos
River. ©® Map A1

Les Planes

Just a 15-minute
ferrocarril ride from
Placa de Catalunya
(in the direction of
Sant Cugat) is the picturesque
spot of Baixador de Valvidrera.
Perfect for an out-of-town stroll,
there is a steep path through the
woods, which opens up into a
beautiful, green valley. In
summer, there are barbecue facili-
ties where you can throw on your
own steaks. ® 4 km N of Barcelona

Costa Brava Coastal Path

At the end of the Platja de
Sant Pol in Sant Feliu de Guixols
is the start of a beautiful, coastal
path that winds north through
shady tamarind trees with views
of rocky coves and the Mediterra-
nean. Around the headland and
down a stairway, you will find
the fabulous beach of Sa Conca,
voted the sixth best in Spain.
& 75 km NE of Barcelona
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Bike rental is available from Barcelona Bici, Mirador de Colom
(tel: 93 285 38 32). For more on bike rental See p131 & p133.
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Left Bernat Picornell outd:

°l0 Activities in Barcelona

pool Right S

Sunbathing & Swimming
Head to the city beaches
(see p57) to cool down and escape
the stifling heat. Barcelona boasts
a wide range of fabulous beaches,
from Barceloneta, lined with bars
and restaurants, to the reclaimed

beaches of Vila
Olimpica, Bogatell and
Mar Bella. ® Map F6-H6

Watersports

A wide variety of
activities is on offer in
the jet-set surround-
ings of Port Olimpic
and neighbouring
beaches, including
dinghy sailing and
windsurfing. For the
experienced, boats are
available for hire from
the Escola Municipal de Vela; for
the beginner, there are classes.
& Escola Municipal de vela ® Moll de
Gregal ® Map G6 ® 93 225 79 40 ¢ Open
9:30am-8pm daily

Swimming

Set in the green environs of
Montjuic, the outstanding out-
door pool of Bernat Picornell is
surprisingly uncrowded, especially
in summer. Renovated for the
Olympics, it has sun loungers,
an ice-cream stall and a huge
electronic timer with which
swimmers in training or fitness
enthusiasts can time their
sprints. ® Av del Estadi ® Map A4
e Open 7am-midnight Mon—-fri, 7am-9pm
Sat, 7am-8:30pm (to 4pm winter) Sun
* Adm ¢ DA

Volleyball, Platja de Nova Icaria

hers, Platja de la Barcel

Pitch-&-Putt Golf
The Costa Brava is emerging
as one of Spain’s top golf desti-
nations but if you're looking to
tee off in town, your best bets
are the nearby pitch-and-putt
courses in Badalona and Cas-
telldefells. ® Castell de
Godmar, Badalona, 5km NE
Barcelona e 93 395 27 79
e Open 8:30am—dusk daily
& Canal Olimpic ® Castell-
defels, 20 km S Barcelona
® 93636 28 96 ® Open 9am-
9pm Tue-Sat (to 8pm Sun)

Beach Volleyball

On weekend
mornings year-round
you can pick up a
volleyball game at
Platja de la Nova
Icaria. It is best to go with enough
people to form a team, but you
are usually welcome to join in an
ongoing game. ® Map H5

Horse Riding

The municipal riding school,
Escola Municipal d’Hipica La
Fuixarda, in Montjuic offers
classes for riders of all levels.
An hourlong session is €15 for
adults and €12 for children.
There are also Shetland ponies
for small children. Take the
Metro Espanya and then bus
number 50. It is based in La
Fuixarda, which is also a popular
climbing venue. ® Av Montanyans 1,
Montjuic ® Map B4 ¢ 93 426 10 66
® Open 5:30-8om Mon-Fri, 9am-1:30pm,
5-7pm Sat & Sun

For more on Barcelona’s parks & beaches See pp56-7




Biking Top 10 Spectator s

Hire a city bike from
Barcelona Biking and breeze Sports & Events

around Barcelona. Mountain FC Barcelona Football

bikes are also available for rent Tickets to see this side are
. . rare; book online or by phone.

here. ® Barcelona Biking ® Baixada de ® Sep-Jun * 93 496 36 00/902

Sant Miquel, 6 ¢ 65 635 63 00 189 900 o www.fcbarcelona.com

Pool & Billiards IFt{CD E_sp?nvotl et
NaRzd S easler to get tickets
|ove|?/hg§f;S§;Taempboéolv?/LSrrsc‘a s f(_)r this first-divisigon foo_tba\l
o M side; they play at Estadi del
there are pool and billiard tables RCD Espanyol. (see p90).
for rent upstairs, not to mention Q Sep-Jun ® 90 266 69 02
good drinks, tasty food, a
friendly ambience and a lively,

arty crowd (see p115).

FC Barcelona
Basketball
The team of the city's second
favourite sport play at the
Sardanes Palau Blaugrana. ® Sep-May
These traditional Catalan * 90 218 99 00/93 496 30 00
dances (see p65) takelplace Bl e
regularly all over the city and at The theraitien (Eles ) i
most local festas. Far from being  whole city before culminating
exclusive, they often involve up to  at the Plaza d'Espana. ® Early
200 people and there's no reason ~ March ¢ 90 243 17 63
why you can't be one of them. The
ist office (see p134) can pro- D O pat
t?“”'?‘f © . P p This tennis tournament
vide information on these events. attracts some big names.
& mid-late Apr ® 93 203 78 52

0l doj s,euojadieg

Fronto
Egalitarian tennis or poor
man's squash, all you need is a

Cursa El Corte Inglés

A 11-km (7-mile) run with
; thousands of participants.
tennis racket and ball to beat Q May or Jun ® 90 112 21 22

against the wall to enjoy this o
popular pastime. The city’s parks La Volta Ciclista

are full of free fronté courts; one de Catalunya
Cyclists warm up for the more

of the most central can be found S 50 European events with

on La Rambla. It is called Fronto this testing route. ® late May- "
Colom and is at La Rambla 18. Jun 93 431 82 98

Montmelo

Motor racing, including
Formula 1, regularly comes to
this circuit. ® Apr—May ¢ 93
57197 71 ® www.circuitcat.com

Cursa La Merce

A 10-km (6-mile) run
through Barcelona's centre.
S Late Sep ¢ 010

Catalunya Rally
Top-class rally-driving in
spectacular surroundings.

® Oct ® ww.rallyracc.com
Biking in Barcelona

For walks & bike rides in and around Barcelona See pp58-9
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Left Children at play, Port Olimpic beach Right Penguins, Parc Zoologic

°l0 Attractions for Children

Parc d’Atraccions

del Tibidabo
With its old-fashioned rides, the
only surviving funfair in the city is
a delight. The attractions include a
rollercoaster, a House of Horrors,
bumper cars, a ferris wheel and
the Museu dels Automates (see
p41), with animatronics of all
shapes and sizes. There's also a
puppet show, picnic areas,
playgrounds and plenty of bars
and restaurants. See p171.

Parc Zoologic

The zoo has an enormous
adventure playground where chil-
dren can run wild. There are also
dolphin shows in one of the
aquariums. Other activities for
children include guided tours and
workshops. The “farm” area has
goats and rabbits that younger
children can stroke. See p16.

Museu Maritim

Ancient maps showing
monster-filled seas, restored
fishing boats and a collection of

Children, Parc Zoologic

ships’ figureheads give a taste of
Barcelona’s maritime history.
Well worth a look is the full-size
Spanish galleon complete with
sound and light effects. Set in the
vast former medieval shipyards,
the Drassanes, this is an
absolute must for any budding
sea captain. See p817.

LAquarium

One of Europe’s biggest
aquariums, this underwater king-
dom is made up of 21 enormous
tanks brimming with nearly 400
marine species. The highlight of
a visit is the Oceanari, where a
walk-through glass tunnel will
bring you face to face with three
huge grey sharks — named Drake,
Morgan and Maverick — lurking
in 4.5 million litres (990,000
gallons) of water. See p97.

Jardins del Laberint
d’Horta
The main feature of this excep-
tional park is the huge, hedged
maze where children can live

Share your travel recommendations on traveldk.com




out their Alice in Wonderland
fantasies. Unfulfilled expecta-
tions of mad hatters are made
up for by an enormous play area
with a bar and terrace. The park
is particularly busy on Sundays.
See p113.

Montjuic

Cable Cars
Unlike the nerve-jangling
cable-car ride across the
port, these smaller,
lower-altitude cable car
trips are a better option if
you have children with you.
The ride to the Montjuic
summit also has the added
appeal of the castle (see
p89) at the top, with
cannons for the kids to
clamber on. ® Parc de
Montjuic  Map C5 e Open
Nov-Mar: 10am-6pm daily;
Apr, May, Oct: 10am-7pm
daily; Jun-Sep: 10am-9pm
daily ® Adm

La Rambla

Your shoulders will be aching
from carrying the kids high
above the crowds by the time
you reach the end of Barcelona’s
main boulevard. Fire eaters,
buskers, human statues decked
out as Greek goddesses - you
name it and it's likely to be keep-
ing the hordes entertained on La
Rambla. Put a coin in

Human statue,
La Rambla

frolicking in the sand. The Port
Vell and Port Olimpic platges
(beaches) offer a good choice of
well-equipped play areas to keep
the little ones entertained.
Numerous bars and restau-
rants make finding refresh-
ment easy, too. See p97.

Boat Trips
Barcelona's
golondrines (see p133)
make regular trips out
of the port, providing a
fun excursion for older
children. Younger kids,
however, will probably
prefer paddling around in
a rowing boat on the lake
at the Parc de la Ciutadella.
See pp16-17.

Museu d’Historia
de Catalunya
This child-friendly

museum traces Catalonia's
history through a range of
dynamic, interactive exhibits. The
best of these allows visitors to
get dressed up as medieval
knights and gallop around on
wooden horses. Very popular with
Catalan school groups, it's equally
enjoyable for visitors. Every Sat-
urday, the museum hosts a story
hour when Catalan legends are
re-enacted for children as well as
other children's activities. See p97.

the human statue’s
hat and be rewarded
with a sudden move,
or, if you're a child,
the gift of a tiny 2,
lollipop. See pp12-13. | Mentiic

City Beaches

For kids, there's
more to going to the
beach in Barcelona
than just splashing in
warm waters and

Parc de
Montjuic
o B

Paral-lel (2}

Eixample

4km ﬂi] "3 0/463/'2‘[‘ ?B]
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Festes de la Merce

¢l0) Catalan Folk Festivals & Traditions

Festes de la Merce

Barcelona’s main festival is a
riotous week-long celebration in
honour of La Merce (see p39).
The night sky lights up with fire-
works, outdoor concerts are
held, and there’s barely a bottle
of cava left in the city by the
festival's end. Processions and
parades feature gegants (giant
wooden figures operated by
people). ® Week of 23 Sep

Gegants, Festes de la Merce

El Dia de Sant Jordi

On this spring day,
Barcelona is transformed into a
vibrant, open-air book and flower
market. Men and women ex-
change presents of roses, to
celebrate Sant Jordi (see p39)
and books, in tribute to Cervantes
and Shakespeare, who both died
on 23 April 1616. ® 23 Apr

La Revetlla de Sant Joan

In celebration of Saint John,
and the start of summer, this is
Catalonians’ night to play with
fire and play they do, with gusto.
Fireworks streak through the

night sky and bonfires are set
ablaze on beaches and in towns
throughout the region. ® 23 Jun

Festa Major de Gracia

During this week-long festa,
(the largest party of the summer),
revellers congregate in Gracia's
decorated streets. Parades, open-
air concerts, fireworks and plenty
of beer and cava fuel the infec-
tious merriment. ® Mid- to late Aug

Carnaval in Sitges

The buzzing beach town of
Sitges (see p121) explodes during
Carnaval, celebrated in flamboyant
fashion. Over-the-top floats parade
among drag queens, lip-synching
contests and a fresh-off-the-
beach crowd warmed by sun
and plenty of beer. ® 3-4 days Feb

Festa de la Patum

The village of Berga (90 km/
60 miles north of Barcelona) hosts
one of Catalonia’s liveliest festi-
vals. The event gets its name from
the folks who used to chant pa-
tum (the sound of a drum). Streets
spill over with merrymakers as
fireworks crackle and dwarfs,
devils and dragons dance atop
parade floats. ® Corpus Christi (May)

Festes de Sant Medir

A 10th-century hermitage is
the focus of a very picturesque
pilgrimage featuring carriages
and costumed attendants on
horseback. Sweets are thrown
from the carriages, which is a
treat for the kids. ® Around 3 Mar

The English-language website www.spain.info has a section

dedicated to Spanish festivals.




Castells

Castells is one of Catalonia’s
most spectacular folk traditions.
Trained castellers stand on each
other's shoulders to create a hu-
man castle — the highest tower
takes the prize. The crowning mo-
ment is when a child scales the
human mass to make the sign of
the cross. Castells are often per-
formed in Placa Sant Jaume. ® Jun

Sardanes

“The magnificent, moving
ring” is how Catalan poet Joan
Maragall described the sardana,
Catalonia’s regional dance. Sub-
dued yet intricate, it is performed
to the tunes of the cobla, a tradi-
tional brass and woodwind band.
Sardanes can be seen in Placa
de la Seu and Plaga Sant Jaume
year round (see p14).

Catalan Christmas &

Cavalcada de Reis
The Nadal (Christmas) season
begins on 1 December with the
arrival of the festive artisan fairs.
On 5 January is the Cavalcada de
Reis, the spectacular Three Kings
Parade. In Barcelona, the kings
arrive by sea and are welcomed
by city officials in front of
transfixed children.

Castells

.
Top 10 Music, Theatre
& Art Festivals

Festival del Grec
Barcelona’s largest music,
theatre and dance festival.
® Late Jun-Jul ® 93 316 11
11 0r 80 711 77 00

Festival del Sonar

This electronic music and
multimedia festival has techno-
logy fairs and musical events. |
& Mid-Jun ® www.sonar.es

Festival Internacional
de Jazz
Big-name and experimental
live jazz. ® Oct-Dec ® 93 481
70 40 » www.theproject.es

0l doJ s,euojadieg

Sitges International
Film Festival
The best fantasy film festival in
the world. ® Early Oct
e www.sitgesfilmfestival.com

Festival de Musica
Antiga j
Concerts of early music in the
Barri Gotic and LAuditori. ® Apr
& May e www.auditori.org

Classica als Parcs

Classical music concerts
are held in the city's parks.
Q Jul

Festival de Guitarra
International guitar festival.
& Mar-Jun ¢ 93 481 70 40
® www.theproject.es

Festival de Musiques
del Moén
Ethnic and world music at LAu-

Festival de Flamenco
A week of outstanding
flamenco music at the CCCB
in the Raval. ® Late May
© 93443 43 46

Concerts de LEstiu
The Poble Espanyol hosts
live outdoor concerts during
July. Past performers have
included George Benson and
Jeff Buck. ® Jul
® www.theproject.es

Tickets for Festival del Grec & Festival Internacional de Jazz are 65
available from the Caixa de Catalunya ticket line: 90 210 12 12.
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Left Teatre Grec Right Gran Teatre del Liceu

°|0 Performing Arts & Music Venues

Gran Teatre del Liceu

Phoenix-like, the Liceu has
risen from the ashes of two
devastating fires since its inaug-
uration in 1847. Now one of the
greatest opera houses in Europe,
it has an innovative programme
and is famed for performances
by home-grown talent, including
one of the “three tenors”
José Carreras, as well as
Montserrat Caballé. ® La Rambla
® Map L4 © 93 485 99 14  Guided tours
10am daily ® Adm e DA

Palau Sant Jordi

The star of the Olympic build-
ings, this stadium is normally
home to Barcelona’s basketball
team (see p61). It doubles up as
the city's main arena for macro-
concerts, which have included
Madonna and U2. See p90. ® Box
office: 93 426 20 89 » Open for visits
10am-6pm (8pm Jul & Aug) Sat & Sun
* Free e DA

Teatre Grec

The most magical and enig-
matic of all Barcelona’s venues,

Concert, Palau de la Musica Catalana

this open-air amphitheatre, set in
thick, verdant forest, makes an
incredible setting for ballet, music
or theatre. Only used for shows
during the summer arts Festival
del Grec, the gardens are open
all year to visitors. See p90.

® Tickets: 90 210 12 12 e Open for visits
10am-dusk daily e Free

Palau de la Musica

Catalana
Domenech i Montaner's epic
Modernista gem regularly serves
up the best in jazz and classical
music. It has lost some of its
prestige to the Auditori, but it
still hosts some performances
for the annual guitar festival and
attracts many visiting world mu-
sic artists. See pp26-7.

Auditori de Barcelona
Located near the Teatre Na-
cional, this large auditorium is
home to the Orquestra Simfonica
de Barcelona. Acoustics and vis-
ibility are excellent and, in addi-
tion to classical music, it hosts
regular jazz concerts. ® C/Lepant
150 ® Map G1 © 93 247
9300 » DA

Harlem Jazz
Club
This is one of
the longest surviving
clubs for jazz and
blues. Admission
usually includes a
drink, and some
shows are free. See
p77.Q 93 310 07 55

For Catalan speakers, the Teatre Nacional de Catalunya
(93 306 57 00) is a fine showcase for Catalan drama.




Mercat de les Flors

The venue of choice for dance
and performance theatre groups,
such as La Fura dels Baus and
Comediants, whose incredible
mixture of circus and drama is
easily accessible to non-Catalan
speakers. ® C/Lleida 59 ® Map B4
© 93426 18 75  www.mercatflors.org

Club Apolo

An old dance hall, with velvet
covered balconies and panelled
bars, this place has reinvented
itself as one of the city's leading
nightclubs. It attracts the latest
in live techno and dance music.
& C/Nou de la Rambla 113 ¢ Map K4
© 93 441 40 01 ® www.sala-apolo.com

Harlem Jazz Club

JazzSi Club -Taller

de Musics
Conceived as a multi-functional
space, the JazzSi Club offers
music workshops, lessons and
daily concerts in the auditorium.
The jazz, Cuban, flamenco or
rock performances start between
7:30 and 9pm, and dinner is
available from Monday to Friday.
& Requesens, 2  Map J2 ® 93 329 00 20
o www.tallerdemusics.com/jazzsi-club/
* Adm

Razzmatazz

This is one of the city's
most famous venues. Hosting
concerts several nights a
week, the club’s five areas
offer a wide range of musical
styles. See p100.

Top 10 Version
Original Cinemas

Verdi

One of the original VO
cinemas, with five different
screens. ® C/Verdi 32 © Map
B2 ¢ 93 238 79 90

Icaria Yelmo Cineplex

An incredible 15 screens
all showing original version
films. ® C/Salvador Espriu 61
® Map H5 ® 90 222 09 22

Casablanca

An old style, two-screen,
cinema, which has retained
its character. ® Pg de Gracia
115 @ Map E2 © 93 218 43 45

Boliche

A four-screen cinema
showing mainly European
films. ® Av Diagonal 508
e Map ET » 93 451 00 51

Mélies Cinemes
Two-screened repertory
cinema. ® CVillarroel 102
e Map J1 ® 93 451 00 51

Renoir-Les Corts
Multi-screened cinema
with lots of Spanish and Eng-
lish films. ® C/Eugeni d'Ors
12 @ Map A2 ¢ 93 490 55 10

Verdi Park

Four-screen version of
the original Verdi. ® C/Torrijos
49 » Map F1 * 93 238 79 90

Renoir Floridablanca

A multiplex that shows
films from around the world.
& Floridablanca 135 © Map C3
© 90222 16 22

Malda

A small cinema showing
independent and Bollywood
movies. ® C/del Pi 5 e Map M3
® 93317 85 29

Filmoteca

The Catalan government'’s
repertory cinema runs three
VO shows daily. ® Av Sarria
31-33  Map D1 © 93 410 75 90
e Closed Aug

0l doj s,euojadieg

Barcelona’s many versi6 original (original version) cinemas provide 67
plenty of options for non-Catalan-speaking film aficionados.
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Left Museu d'Historia de la Ciutat Right Salo de Cent, Ajuntament

Barri Gotic & La Ribera

HOUGH HARD TO IMAGINE TODAY, there was a time when Barcelona was

just a small Roman village (named Barcino) encircled by protective stone
walls. Over the centuries, the village grew, culminating in a building boom in
the 14th and 15th centuries. The Barri Gotic (Gothic Quarter), a beautifully
preserved neighbourhood of Gothic buildings, medieval places (squares)
and atmospheric alleys, exists today as a splendid reminder of Barcelona’s
medieval heyday. The web of ancient, treasure-filled streets in this compact
area is best explored by aimless wandering. The barri’s centrepiece - and its
religious and social heart - is the 13th-century Cathedral and surrounding
complex of period buildings. Nearby, the stately Placa del Rei (see p36) is
ringed by some of the best preserved medieval buildings in the area. Extending
east of the Barri Gotic is
the ancient barri of La
Ribera, which includes EI
Born (see p72). Here, the
lovely Carrer Montcada
is lined with medieval
palaces - five of which
house the must-see -
Museu Picasso. Roman Arch, Carrer Paradis
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For sights & attractions on La Rambla See pp12-13




Barcelona Cathedral

Soaring over the Barri
Gotic is Barcelona's
mighty Cathedral dating
from 1298. See pp14-15.

Museu Picasso

Discover the youthful
repertoire of one of the
20th-century’s most re-
vered artists. See pp24-5.

Palau de la Musica
Catalana
The city’s most prestigious
concert hall is @ monument to
both la musica Catalana and to
Modernisme. See pp26-7.

Placa de Sant Jaume

The site of the Placa de Sant
Jaume (see p36) was once the nu-
cleus of Roman Barcino. With
these roots, it seems fitting that
the square has become home to
Barcelona's two most important
government buildings: the Palau
de la Generalitat (seat of the
Catalan government) and the
Ajuntament (city hall). Look for the
detailed carved relief of Sant Jor
di, Catalonia’s patron saint, on the
16th-century Generalitat facade.
Within is the lovely 15th-century
Capella de Sant Jordi (see p39),
designed by architect Marc Safont.
A highlight of the Gothic Ajunta-
ment is the lavish red-and-gold
Sal6 de Cent, where the Council

Cathedral spire

of One Hundred ruled the
city from 1372 to 1714.
Also of note is the Pati dels
Tarongers, a graceful patio
with orange trees. ® Palau
de la Generalitat ® Pl de Sant
Jaume © Map M4 e Open
10:30am-1:30pm 2nd & 4th Sat
& Sun of month for guided tours
(ID/passport required) ® Free

& Ajuntament Pl de Sant
Jaume e Map M4 e Open
10am-1:30pm Sun for guided
tours (11am in English) ® Free

Conjunt Monumental

de la Placa del Rei
In the heart of the Barri Gotic
is the beautifully preserved,
medieval Placa del Rei (see p36),
presided over by the 13th- to 14th-
century Palau Reial (royal palace).
The impressive palace complex
includes the Sal6 del Tinell, a
massive hall crowned by Gothic
arches, where Ferdinand and
Isabel welcomed Columbus after
his 1492 voyage to the Americas.
The medieval Capella de Santa
Agata has a beautiful 15th-century
altarpiece by Jaume Huguet.
A visit to the Museu d'Historia
de la Ciutat gives access to the
Palau Reial and to one of the
largest underground excavations
of Roman ruins on display in
Europe. ® PI del Rei ® Map M4 e Open
10am-8pm Tue-Sat, 10am-3pm Sun (Oct—
May: closes 2-4pm, 7pm) e Adm e DA

Left Italianate facade, Palau de la Generalitat Right Mosaic pillar, Palau de la Musica Catalana

For more on Barri Gotic squares See pp36-7
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El Born
If you're hankering for a proper
martini or perhaps some
alternative jazz, then look no
further than El Born, a musty-
turned-hip neighbourhood, which
was “reborn” several years ago.
Students and artists moved in,
attracted by cheap rents and
airy warehouses, fostering an
arty vibe that now blends in
with the area’s old-time aura.
Experimental design shops
share the narrow streets with
traditional, balconied buildings
strung with laundry. The bustling
Passeig de Born, lined with bars
and cafés, leads onto the lively
Placa Comercial, where the
cavernous Born Market (in
operation 1870-1970) is now
being converted into a cultural
centre and exhibition space.

Placa Reial

Late 19th-century elegance
meets sangria-swilling café
society in the arcaded Placa
Reial, one of Barcelona’s most
emblematic and entertaining
squares. The placa is planted
with towering palm trees and
encircled by stately, 19th-century
buildings. The Modernista
lampposts were designed
by a young Gaudi in 1879.
At the square's centre is
a wrought-iron fountain
representing the Three
Graces. The square is
the best place to start a
big night out, with a
cluster of restaurants,
bars and cafés that
draw the hoi polloi —
including all sorts of
shady pickpockets.
& Map L4

Museu Frederic Mares

This fascinating museum
houses the life collection of
wealthy Catalan sculptor Frederic

Medieval arch,
Museu Frederic Marés Sh|p hangs near one of

Placa Reial (1850s)

Mares. No mere hobby collector,
the astute (and obsessive) Mares
amassed holdings that a modern
museum curator would die for.
Among them, an impressive array
of religious icons and statues —
dating from Roman times to the
present — and the curious
“Museu Sentimental’] which
displays anything from ancient
watches to fans and dolls. Also
worth a visit during summer is
Café d'Estiu (see p78) on the
museum’s patio. ® Pl de Sant lu 5-6
e Map N3 e Adm e Closed for refurbish-
ment until summer 2011, but highlights
of the collection are projected onto giant
screens in the courtyard. The Café
d’Estiu remains open.

Església de Santa

Maria del Mar

The spacious, breathtaking

interior of this 14th-
century church, designed
by architect Berenguer
de Montagut, is the
| city's premier example
| of the austere Catalan
| Gothic style. The church
is dedicated to Saint

’l_m‘ Mary of the Sea, the

patron saint of sailors,
and an ancient model

the statues of the Virgin.
Dubbed “the people's church’
this is the city’s most popular
spot for exchanging wedding
VOWS. © Pl de Santa Maria 1 © Map
P5 e Open 9am-1:30pm, 4:30-8pm

Share your travel recommendations on traveldk.com




Disseny Hub

Housed in a pair of adjoining
medieval palaces, the gallery
features temporary exhibitions
showcasing aspects of architec-
ture, graphic and communica-
tions design, product design and
fashion design. It also hosts de-
tailed talks on design themes.
The goal is to promote know-
ledge and understanding of the
design world. The small but ultra-
cool museum shop sells funky
clothes, accessories and design
collectables. ® C/Montcada 12-14
® Map P4 ¢ Open 10am-7pm Tue-Sat,
10am-8pm Sun e Adm; free 3-8pm Sun
* DA

Museu Barbier-Mueller

d’Art Precolombi
Pre-Columbian art and artifacts,
spanning 3,000 years, are exhi-
bited in the 16th-century Palau
Nadal. Sculpture, ceramics and
detailed gold and silver pieces
represent the rich artistic tradi-
tions of the Aztecs, Mayans and
Incas. Temporary exhibits explore
the diversity of these civilizations.
& C/Montcada 12-14  Map P4 ¢ Open
11am-7pm Tue-Fri, 11am-8pm Sat & Sun,
® Adm; free 1st Sun of month and every
Sun 3-8pm ¢ DA

Interior, Església de Santa Maria del Mar

Roman Barcelona

@ Starting at the Jaume |

T metro, enter the ancient
walled city of Barcino on
C/Llibreteria, once the main
road to and from Rome.
Head right up C/Veguer to

descend into a fascinating
underground web of Roman
walls and waterways via
the Museu d’Historia de
Barcelona (see p71). Also
visible here are the remains
of a 2nd-century workshop
and an ancient bodega, a
source of much Roman
merrymaking. Back above

at the terrace of Café-Bar
3 L'Antiquari (see p78) and
bask in Barcelona's Gothic
glory days. Stroll towards
the Cathedral's spires
along C/de la Pietat. Turn
right onto C/Bisbe, once a
Roman thoroughfare, then
right again on Av de la
Catedral to visit the Pia
Almoina (see p15), where
you can view a section of
the Roman aqueduct and
ride a glass elevator past
Roman wall remains.
Backtrack to Placa Nova,
once the Roman gateway

Afternoon

Stop for lunch at the Reial
Cercle Artistic, a late 19th-
century artists’ society.
Ignore the “members only”
sign; the restaurant is
open to the public, and its
tranquil balcony terrace pro-
vides a welcome breather
from the crowds far below.
After lunch, head up Av del
Portal de I'Angel and turn
left onto C/Canuda to Placa
de la Vila de Madrid (see
p37). The square is a

fitting end to your Roman
ramble, for here are the
necropolis remains, where
Romans were laid to rest.

For more museums See pp40-41

Placa del Rei (see p36) and ¢

ground, pause for a cafe sol =

to Barcino, cross the placa |
and continue along C/Arcs. |

N by
ok
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Left Carrer del Bisbe Centre Església de Sant Just i Sant Pastor Right Placa de Sant Felip Neri

°10 Best of the Rest

Carrer del Bisbe

Medieval Carrer del Bisbe is
flanked by the Gothic Cases dels
Canonges (House of Canons) and
the Palau de la Generalitat (see
p71). Connecting the two is an
eye-catching Neo-Gothic arched
stone bridge (1928). ® Map M3

Carrer de Santa Llucia

At weekends, amateur opera
singers perform on this medieval
street, home to the Casa de
I'Ardiaca (see p15), which has a
ravishing little patio. ® Map M3

El Call

El Call was home to one of
Spain’s largest Jewish communi-
ties until their expulsion in the
15th century. The dark streets of
this ghetto are so narrow it is
said you can tie a handkerchief
across their width. ® Map M4

Carrer Montcada

The “palace row” of La
Ribera is lined with Gothic archi-
tectural gems, including the 15th-
century Palau Aguilar, home to the
Museu Picasso (see pp24-5), and
the 17th-century Palau Dalmases
with its Gothic

Carrer Regomir &

Carrer del Correu Vell
You'll find splendid Roman remains
on Carrer Regomir, most notably
within the medieval Pati Llimona.
Two Roman towers are revealed
on nearby Carrer del Correu Vell,
and there are Roman walls on the
leafy Placa Traginers. ® Map M5

Placa de Sant Felip Neri

Sunlight filters through tall
trees in this hidden oasis of calm.
The placa is home to the Museu
del Calgat (see p41). ® Map M3

Carrer Petritxol

This well-maintained medieval
street is lined with traditional
granges and xocolateries (cafés
and chocolate shops). Also here
is the famous Sala Parés art gal-
lery, founded in 1877 which once
exhibited Picasso, Casas and other
Catalan contemporaries. ® Map L3

Església de Sant Just i
Sant Pastor
This Gothic church (1342) has
sculptures dating back to the 9th
century, and 5th-century visi-
gothic baptismal fonts. ® Map M4

chapel. ® Map P4 Catalunig 00
Placa de
Ramon

Berenguer el Gran

This square boasts

one of the largest

intact sections of

Barcelona’s Roman

walls. ® Map N3

Església de

Santa Anna
Mere paces from
La Rambla is the
unexpected tran-
quillity of this
Romanesque
church, with a leafy,
156th-century, Gothic
cloister. ® Map M2

onp,
H0E s -
e

For more Barcelona squares See pp36-7




Left Escriba Confiteria i Fleca Centre La Manual Alpargatera Right Guanteria Alonso

°10 Shops: Gifts, Garments & Goodies

Escriba Confiteria i Fleca

If the glistening pastries and
towering chocolate creations
aren’t enough of a lure, then the
Modernista store-front certainly
is. Buy goodies to go, or enjoy
them on the spot in the small
café. ® LaRambla 83 ¢ Map L3

Como Agua de Mayo

Try this tiny boutique for
original fashion and footwear by
Spanish designers. The style is
feminine and glamorous and the
prices are surprisingly affordable.
& C/Argenteria ® Map N4

Cocotte

Divine women's fashions,
accessories and toiletries are
found in this loft-style store.
Among the labels are top
Spanish and French names, such
as Hoss, Intropia and See by
Chloé. ® C/Rec 65 ¢ Map P5

Atalanta Manufactura

This shop's delicate, hand-
painted silks are created in an on-
site workshop. Unusual designs
include a Klimt-inspired, gilded
silk. ® Pg del Born 10 e Map P5

Casa Colomina

Sink your teeth into torrd,
the Spanish nougat-and-almond
speciality. Casa Colomina, estab-
lished in 1908, offers a tantalizing
array. ® C/Portaferrissa 8 ® Map L3

Cereria Subira

Founded in 1761, this is
Barcelona's oldest shop. Today
you'll find it crammed with every
kind of candle imaginable.
& Baixada Llibreteria 7 ® Map N4

L'Arca de I'Avia

Amazing antique clothing
from flapper dresses to boned
corsets, silk shawls, puff sleeved
shirts and pin-tucked shirt fronts.
There's also a selection of
antique dolls and fans. ® C/Banys
Nous 20 e Map M3

Guanteria Alonso

This long-established shop
is still the place to visit if you
are looking for colourful hand-
painted fans, handmade gloves,
delicately embroidered shawls,
ornamental combs and other
traditional Spanish accessories.
& C/Santa Anna 27 ® Map M2

La Manual
Alpargatera ®
What do the Pope,
Jack Nicholson
and legions of
Barcelonins have in
common? They buy
their espadrilles
(alpargatas) here.
S C/Aviny6 7 ® Map M4

de
© Do nes.
2 @@ adjoining shop sells
top quality Spanish
delicacies, including
hams, cheeses and
olive oil. ® C/Agullers 7

() Catalunya

R Vila Vinateca
One of the

city’s best wine

merchants stocking

wines and spirits. An

For tips on shopping and standard opening hours See p139
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°10 Cocktail & Conversation Spots

Schilling

Fronted by large windows
overlooking the throngs on Carrer
Ferran, this spacious bar draws a
sociable mix of both visitors and
locals. ® C/Ferran 23 ¢ Map M4

Bar LAscensor

An old-fashioned, dark-wood
ascensor (elevator) serves as the
entrance to this dimly-lit, convivial
bar frequented by a cocktail-swil-
ling crowd. ® C/Bellafila 3  Map M4

Café del Born Nou

This café is located opposite
the Mercat del Born, and offers
coffee and cakes, as well as a
range of salads, sandwiches and
light meals. It attracts a relaxed,
arty crowd, who linger over their
newspapers with a coffee.
& Plaga Comercial 10

Ginger

An elegant bar that serves
fine wines, champagne, cava,
cocktails and a variety of original
tapas to a glamorous crowd.
& Palma de Sant Just 1 ¢ Map N4
e Closed Mon, Sun

Glaciar

Occupying a
prime corner of
Placa Reial, this at-
mospheric café-bar
brings in all types.
Grab a spot on the
terrace with a front-
row view of the
placa activities.
® Pl Reial 3 ® Map L4 .

() Drassanes  (6)
oM

g CO

opostG®

(%) Catalunya

@®:

Maria Mulata

Intimate and inviting, this
bar serves good mojitos and
caipirinhas. Cinema night is on
a Monday, on the weekend DJ
sessions take over and Sundays
are for chilling out. ® C/Ample 27
® Map M5

La Vinya del Senyor

A classy, yet cosy, bar
attracting wine lovers from all over
the city, who come to sample a
rich array of Spanish and interna-
tional varieties in the company
of other wine aficionados.
& Pl Santa Maria 5 ® Map N5

Cactus Bar

The main draw of this little
bar is the terrace with a couple
of tables underneath an elegant
stone arcade, which have a
perfect view of Passeig del Born.
® Passeig del Born 30 ® Map P4

Gimlet

The original cocktail bar in El
Born, the intimate, 1950s-style
Gimlet pours nice (read: potent)
cocktails to a local clientele.
& C/Rec 24  Map P4

Mudanzas
This long-time
favourite hang-out
has circular marble
tables, black-and-
white tiled floors
% e and an informal,
deFrancald | “everybody's wel-
| come” vibe. ® ¢/
Vidrieria 15 ¢ Map P5

Rong
N4 Sy
e

Jaume |

Unless otherwise stated, bars, clubs & music venues

are open daily.




Left Sidecar Factory Club Right Jamboree

510 Clubs & Music Venues

Jamboree

This Barri Gotic institution
has live jazz every night (11pm-
Tam). It then evolves into a dance
club, with DJs spinning every-
thing from hip-hop to R&B and
salsa. © P/ Reial 17 ® Map L4 ¢ Adm

Sala Monasterio

This small and atmospheric
basement bar has a little stage
for live gigs. World music,
jazz and blues are most popular,
but the eclectic programme
features most kinds of music.
® Passeig Isabel Il No. 4

El Pilé 43

This hip little bar is packed
with funky 1960s and 1970s
retro furniture, all of which is for
sale. Sink into a sofa, sip a
mojito and ponder which items
could be squeezed into a
suitcase. © C/Agla 4 ¢ Map L4

Harlem Jazz Club

Dark and smoky, this kick-
back jazz haunt features a choice
line-up of jazz and blues, flamen-
co fusion, reggae and African
music. ® Comtessa de Sobradiel 8
o Map M5 e Usually free
® Closed Mon, concerts
start 10:30pm

g Catalunya

| Liceu

 “Po
e d®

Fantastico
Club
Pop, electro pop,
and candy-coloured
decor make this
club a hit. ® Passatge
Escudellers 3¢ Map L5 |

Drassanes . qon
ISSRC

0
e
H
3
4
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Karma

The hippie origins and
1970s glamour at this club are
as popular as ever. ® P/ Reial 10
o Map L4 e Adm e Closed Mon

Magic

Live music is played at this
rock club at weekends by new,
up-and-coming Spanish bands.
After the show, the dancing goes
on until 5:30am. ® Pg Picasso 40
e Map P4 e Adm e Closed Sun-Wed

Sugar

This red-lit, busy cocktail
bar is conveniently located near
the Placa Reial, and is a very
popular pre-club hangout.
& C/Rauric 21

Al Limon Negro

The eclectic “Black Lemon”
restaurant-club features ethnic
and world music concerts, perfor
mance art and occasional art
exhibitions. ® C/Escudellers Blancs 3
e Map L4 e Closed Mon

Sidecar Factory Club

Barcelona's music scene is
like a motorbike to which Sidecar
is inseparably bound.
They say the
American 6th fleet
once hired the
whole venue and
made merry. Music,
theatre, cabaret,
video and good food
can all be found.
& Pl Reial 7 ¢ Map L4
e Adm e Closed Sun

onp,
A0 s, e
e

@

Estaci6,
de Frangaldh

For Barcelona’s best nightlife See pp46-7
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Left Terrace, Café-Bar LAntiquari Centre Ice cream, Café d'Estiu Right Café-Bar del Pi

710 Cafés & Light Eats

Cafe d’Estiu

Tucked away on the patio of
the Museu Frederic Marés (see
p72) is this alluring, sun-strewn
terrace café, replete with stone
pillars, climbing ivy and orange
trees. ® Plde Sant Lluc 5-6  Map N3
® Closed Mon & Oct-Mar ¢ DA

La Bascula

This quirky café, set in an
old chocolate factory, has several
vegetarian dishes and a range of
tasty cakes on the menu. ® ¢/
Flassaders 30 ¢ Map P4 ¢ 93 319 98 66

Cafe-Bar LAntiquari

In summer, bask in the old
town'’s medieval atmosphere at
the Placa del Rei terrace. By
night, sip Rioja in the intimate,
rustic basement bodega.
& C/Neguer 13  Map N4

Cafe-Bar del Pi

The Església de Santa Maria
del Pi casts a shadow over this
café's terrace. And if you're in
that kick-back-and-do-nothing
mode, street artists keep you en-
tertained. ® P Sant Josep Oriol 1
o Map M4 e Closed Tue, 7-30 Jan

Cafe Bliss

Take a break from exploring
the Gothic Quarter at this friendly
café. It serves divine cakes, light
meals and snacks. Ask for a table
outside. ® Plaga Sants Just i Pastor
o Map N4 © 93 268 10 22

Drac Café

The best option for a coffee
in the Parc de la Ciutadella is this
charming outdoor café. Serves
salads, dips and sandwiches.
& Parc de la Ciutadella ® Map Q4

Caelum

Uptairs sells honey, pre-
serves and other foods made in
convents and monasteries all over
Spain. Downstairs you can sample
all the delicacies in a café on the
site of 15th-century baths.
& C/Palla 8 ® Map M3 e Closed Mon lunch

Venus Delicatessen

Colourful and inviting, this
café-restaurant serves great cof-
fee and tea as well as fresh fare,
including innovative salads such
as "Erotica’} with asparagus, tuna
and tomato. ® C/Aviny6 25 ¢ Map M5
o Closed Sun, 7-30 Jan

Teteria Salterio

Sit back and
relax with tea and
sweet Arab cakes.
Do not miss the
Sado, an Oriental
style pizza with a
variety of fillings.
& Sant Domenec del Call 4
® Map M4 e Closed Mon
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La Granja

Pallaresa
This family-run xo-
colateria has long
been serving up
thick hot chocolate
and xurros (fried
dough strips) for
dunking. & C/Petritxol
4 ¢ MapL3

RO/\/[]
%y Pee

<)

Estaci6
de Franca ™

For more cafés in the Barri Gotic See pp42-3




Price Categories
For a three-course
meal for one with half
a bottle of wine (or
equivalent meal), taxes
and extra charges.

€ under €15
€€ €15-25
€€€ €25-35
€€€€ €35-45
€€€EEE over €45

-10 Restaurants & Tapas Bars

Agut d’Avignon

A French-Catalan restaurant
housed in a 17th-century building.
Home-style cuisine with a twist
includes duck with figs and goose
flavoured with pears. ® C/Trinitat 3
® Map M4 e 93 302 60 34 e Closed three
weeks in Jan e €EEEE

Cal Pep

Taste delicious tapas, includ-
ing the finest cured hams, at this
established eatery. ® Pl de les Olles
8@ Map P5 93310 79 61 e Closed Sat
dinner, Sun, Mon lunch  €€€€

Cafe de I'’Academia

Superb Catalan cuisine and
top-notch desserts are served at
this restaurant in an 18th-century
building. ® C/Lledé 1 ¢ Map N4 e 93
31500 26 # Closed Sat & Sun e €€

Comerg 24

The highlight of this innova-
tive restaurant is the constantly
changing menu. Each platillo (little
plate) blends unique flavours to
create an exquisite dish. ® ¢/
Comerg 24 o Map P4 ¢ 93 319 21 02
e Closed Sun and Mon e €€€€

Senyor

Agut

For over 75 years, this friendly,
family restaurant has been de-
lighting patrons with excellent
Catalan cuisine at decent prices.
& C/Gignas 16 ® Map M5 ¢ 93 315 17 09
e Closed Sun eve & Mon, one week in
Jan, Aug e DA e €€€€

Taller De Tapas

This is part of an excellent
small chain with several branches.
There is a set lunch menu, or try
the seafood tapas, which is par-
ticularly good. ® Plaga de Sant Josep
Oriol 9 ® Map M3 ¢ 93 301 80 20 ® €€

Salero

The “Salt Cellar” has an all-
white interior offset by flickering
candles. An innovative menu
features Mediterranean-Asian
fusion cuisine. ® C/Rec 60 » Map
P5 93319 80 22 ¢ Closed Sun ® €€€

El Xampanyet

An old-fashioned bar popular
for the fizzy cava and range of
simple tapas. ® C/Montcada 22
e Map P4 e 93 319 70 03 e Closed Sun
eve, & Mon o €€

Govinda

Parellada
Excellent Catalan
cuisine, including
speciality bacalao
(cod) and butifarra
(sausage), is the
deal at this restau-
rant. ® C/Argenteria
37 ¢ Map N4 ¢ 93 310 |
50 94 » €€€ |

®
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This soothing
eatery offers vege-
tarian Indian main
dishes and delec-
table desserts, but
no alcohol. ® P/ Vila
de Madrid 4-5 ¢ Map M2
© 9331877 29 ® Closed
Sun eve & Mon eve
e DA e €€

/PO/VD
A De
Sy
Pee

@
®

Estacig
de Francaled |

Unless otherwise stated, all restaurants accept credit cards.
For tips on dining and standard opening hours See p138
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Left Plaga de Joan C ines Right Col glésia de Sant Pau del Camp

El Raval

HE SLEEK, SHINY, WHITE WALLS of the Museu d’Art Contemporani
(MACBA) juxtapose the decrepit, ramshackle tenement buildings; Asian
grocery stores sell herbs and spices next to what were once the most decadent
brothels in Europe; and smoky, decades-old bars share dark, narrow streets
with high-ceilinged art galleries showcasing video installations. The old-town
barri of El Raval is a traditional working-class neighbourhood in flux. Over
the last decade it has been undergoing an enthusiastic urban renewal, led
by the arrival of the MACBA. The barri now even has its very own Rambla,
a pedestrian street called La Rambla del Raval. Not surprisingly, all
of this has sparked a real-estate boom, with renovated old-fashioned flats
now commanding top-tier prices and acting as
a magnet to the city’s young, savvy crowd.

Around Town - El Raval
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For sights & attractions on La Rambla See pp12-13




Museu d’Art

Contemporani
An eclectic array of
work by big-name
Spanish and interna-
tional contemporary
artists is gathered in
the city’s contem-
porary art museum.
Excellent temporary
exhibitions feature
everything from
mixed media to
sculpture and photo-
graphy. See pp28-9.

Centre de Cultura

Contemporania & Foment
de les Arts Decoratives
Housed in the 18th-century Casa
de la Caritat, the CCCB is a focal
point for the city’s thriving contem-
porary arts scene. It hosts inno-
vative art exhibitions, lectures,
film screenings and more, includ-
ing multimedia and technology
fairs during the popular Festival
del Sonar (see p65). A medieval
courtyard is dazzlingly offset by a
massive, angled glass wall, which
has been cunningly designed to
reflect the city’s skyline. Nearby,
Foment de les Arts Decoratives
(see p84) is an umbrella organ-
ization of art and design groups,
founded in 1903 and housed in
the restored, Gothic-style, 16th-
century Convent dels Angels.
Here you'll find exhibits, lectures
and debates (open Mon-Fri).
See pp28-9.

Museu Maritim

Barcelona’s mighty
seafaring legacy comes
to life at this impres-
sive museum housed
in the vast, 13th
century Drassanes
Reials (Royal
Shipyards). Wander
beneath looming

Central salon cupola, Palau Giiell

Gothic arches and
relive Barcelona's
maritime history
through exhibits of
model ships, old
maps and figure-
heads. A highlight is
the full-scale replica
of the royal galley,
commanded by Don
Juan of Austria
during the Battle of
Lepanto in 1571.
Entrance also
includes a visit to
the Pailebot Santa Eulalia (see
p98), a restored wooden sailing
ship dating from 1918. ® Av de les
Drassanes ® Map K6 ¢ Open 10am-8pm
daily ® Adm

Palau Giiell
For an artist, a wealthy patron
spells survival. The luck of young
Gaudi turned when count Eusebi
Guell recognized his talents. In
1886, Guell commissioned Gaudi
to build a mansion that would set
the count apart from his wealthy
neighbours. The result is the Palau
Guell, one of Gaudi's earliest
works. An imposing facade gives
way to an elaborate interior of
lavish pillars and carved wooden
ceilings, while the rooftop has a
melange of mosaic chimneys.
Due to restoration work, only the
stables are open to visitors. The
building is due to reopen in
summer 2011. © C/Nou de la
Rambla 3-5 ¢ Map L4 e Open
10am-2:30pm Tue-Sat ® Free

Puzzle table, Museu d’Art Contemporani

. For more on Antoni Gaudi See p11
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Around Town — El Raval

82

La Rambla del Raval

This palm tree-lined, pedes-
trian walkway is the latest
attempt by city planners to spark
a similar social environment
to that of the city's famed La
Rambla (see pp12-13). So far it
is off to a creaking start, with
barely a fraction of the crowds
that ply the original Rambla. Its
advocates, however, are quick
to point out that La Rambla del
Raval is far better than the two
dark, run-down streets that
formerly existed here. New
shops, bars and cafés mean
it could well rival its cousin
in years to come. ® Map K4

Carrer Nou de la Rambla

In the first half of the 19th
century, El Raval’'s main street was
a notorious strip of cabarets,
brothels and other nocturnal dens.
Today it still bustles with transac-
tions, but of a different sort.
Frayed-at-the-edge local eateries,
ethnic grocery stores, and dis-
count clothing and shoe shops dot
the street. And nightspots, such as
the atmospheric London Bar (see
p86), which have conserved their
age-old identity and fixtures, lure
partying visitors. ® Map J5

Carrers Tallers &

Riera Baixa
Looking for bootleg CDs of
Madonna's European tour? Or

—

Record shop, Carrer Tallers

Shoppers, Carrer Taller

vintage blue-and-white French navy
tops once favoured by the likes of
Picasso? Dotting Carrers Tallers
and Riera Baixa, in the heart of El
Raval, is a host of vintage music
and clothing shops selling every-
thing from vinyl to the latest CDs,
original Hawaiian shirts and
Dickies workwear. On Saturdays
from 11am to 9pm, Carrer Riera
Baixa hosts its own market, when
the stores display their wares on
the street. ® Map L1 & K3

Barri Xines
The first thing locals will say

when you ask about the Barri

Xinés is that it no longer exists;

the second is that the name has

no real connection with the Chin-

ese (Xinés). Both statements are

true. This barri, unfolding south
from Carrer Sant Pau
towards Drassanes,
was once one of Eur
ope’s most infamous
neighbourhoods, in-
habited by the poor
and working-class and
rife with prostitutes,
pimps, strippers and
drug dealers. Today,
due to enthusiastic
clean-up efforts, mere
vestiges remain of the

- Sign up for DK’s email newsletter on traveldk.com




barri's previous life (though some
alleys still hint at illicit activity). As
for the name, the area has nothing
to do with the Chinese, but was
named in the barrio’s early-1900s
heyday as a general reference to
its large immigrant population. To-
day you can browse in cheap thrift
shops and small grocery stores by
day and barhop your way through
the area by night. ® Map k4

Antic Hospital

de la Santa Creu
A rich reminder of the neighbour
hood’'s medieval past is this Gothic
hospital complex (1401), which is
today home to the National Library
and various cultural organizations.
Within, you can wander a pleasant
garden surrounded by Gothic
pillars. ® Entrances on C/Carme &
C/Hospital 56 ® Map K3 e Courtyard open
9am-8pm daily ® Free

Cloister, Església de Sant Pau del Camp

Església de Sant

Pau del Camp
Deep in the heart of El Raval is
this Romanesque church, one of
the oldest in Barcelona. Originally
founded as a Benedictine
monastery in the 9th century
and subsequently rebuilt, this
ancient church reveals a 12th-
century cloister. ® C/Sant Pau 101
e Map J4  Open 10am-1:30pm, 4-7pm
Tue-Sat. Mass 8pm Sat, noon Sun
* Adm

A Ramble in El Raval

@ Start your ramble mid-

T morning by perusing the
innovative temporary art
exhibits at the CCCB (see
p81). Here the two world’s
have meshed harmoniously.
The eye-catching blend of
old-meets-new in this cut-
ting-edge art space prov-
ides a fitting introduction
to El Raval's new identity.
Head south along C/Monta-
legre to the Placa dels
Angels. Sip a coffee be-
neath the Gothic arches of
the restored Convent dels
Angels, which houses the
café-restaurant and art and
design exhibition rooms
of Foment de les Arts
Decoratives (see p81).
Round off your art amble
with a trip down nearby
C/Doctor Dou, which is
speckled with commercial
art galleries. If you're look-
ing for contemporary art
to jazz up your home, pop
into Ras (see p84).

Afternoon )

From here, it's a short saun-
ter to Mercat de La Boque-
ria (see p12). Walk along C/

salem, and go into the back
entrance of this cavernous
market. Make a beeline for
El Quim de La Boqueria
@ (stall 584-585) where you
can pull up a stool and dig
into fresh fare from baby
prawns drizzled in olive oil
and garlic to steamed mus-
sels. After, head to the me-
dieval gardens of the Antic
Hospital de la Santa Creu,
off C/Hospital, and take in
the Gothic ambience of pil-
lared arcades and court-
yards. Then, get to Marsella
) (see p86) and kick-start the
evening with an absinthe
before making for London
Bar (see p86) with its
Modernista decor.

Carme, turn left onto C/Jeru-
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Around Town - El Raval

Left Galeria dels Angels Right Window, Foment de les Arts Decoratives

710 Galleries & Design Shops

Galeria dels Angels
Emerging and established
contemporary artists from home
and abroad are shown at this
cutting-edge photography,
painting and sculpture gallery.
& C/Pintor Fortuny, 27  Map L2
e Closed Sun & Mon

Transformer

This store on one of the
most arty streets in El Raval
stocks an innovative range of
lamps, furnishings, ceramics and
handmade jewellery. It is a good
place to find unusual gifts. ® ¢/
Doctor Dou 16 ¢ Map L2 e 93 3071 89 05

Espai Ras

Exhibits at this architecture
and design gallery and bookstore
include architectural models,
video installations and graphic
design. ® C/Doctor Dou 10
e Map L2 e Closed Sun & Mon

Bagués Joieria

Iconic Barcelona jeweller
since 1839 with an international
reputation. Each piece is hand-
made using traditional

La Capella

This Gothic chapel is now
a contemporary art gallery, run
by the city and dedicated to
emerging artists. ® C/Hospital 56
® Map K3 e Open noon-2pm & 4-8pm
Tue-Sat, 117am-2pm Sun

Foment de les Arts
Decoratives (FAD)
Check out the ongoing
exhibitions hosted by FAD, a
century-old arts, crafts and
design organization.
Q Pl Angels 5-6 ¢ Map K2
o Closed Sun

La Xina A.R.T.

The very latest on the con-
temporary art scene features at
this innovative gallery, started
by four local artists in the late
1990s. ® C/Doctor Dou 4 ® Map L2
o Closed Sun & Mon, Tue-Fri mornings

Loring Art

Multimedia and digital
design are spotlighted at this
trendy bookshop space.
& C/Gravina 8 ® Map L1
e Closed Sat & Sun

methods. ® La Rambla
105 © Map L3 e Closed Sun

Sant
Antoni

E
E
Nomon I
This shop sells a
range of stylish, often I
enormous, contempo- l
rary wall clocks, some I
made of unusual ma- |
terials such as granite. :p,,,. e o,
Q C/dels Angels 14 » Map | %,
K2 e 93 318 65 85 l
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The Air Shop

A range of fun
inflatable products by
young designers are
for sale and on display
here: flower vases and
accessories to furniture
and all kinds of
personalised items.
Q C/Angels 20 « Map k2
e Closed Sun & Mon am

P &
3

e
(5 Liceu

{9 Drassanes

Art aficionados gather at galleries for openings once a month
(Tue-Thu). Enquire at individual galleries for more information.
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Left Mies & Felj Right Shop window, Revélver Records

“10 Vintage & Second-Hand Shops

Mies & Felj

A labour of love for two Cata-
lan brothers and a Dutch woman,
this shop is packed with vintage
furlined leather jackets, Chinese
dresses and racks of old jeans.
& C/Riera Baixa 4-5  Map K3

Holala

Rummage for an outfit at
this three-floor vintage store,
with everything from original silk
kimonos to army pants and
colourful 1950s bathing suits.
& C/Tallers 73 © Map L1

Discos Edison’s

This record shop has been
attracting eclectic music hounds
since 1979 with a fantastic vinyl
collection, including Catalan folk,
Broadway tunes and Spanish
pop. ® C/Riera Baixa 10 ® Map K3

Lailo

In this theatre-turned-vintage
store, you'll find everything from
glitzy 1950s cocktail dresses
to 1920s costumes. ® C/Riera
Baixa 20 » Map K3

Wilde Vintage

This dimly-lit, boudoiresque
boutique is lined with vintage
sunglasses in every shape and
colour, from aviator shades to a
pair of cat's-eyes specs from the
1960s. © C/Joaquin Costa 2 ® Map K2

Blow by Le Swing

If you're looking for Chanel
shoes, a Dior coat or a YSL
evening gown, this chic, boudoir
style boutique is definitely the
store for you. There are some
wonderful accessories too.
& C/Doctor Dou 11 ® Map L2

Smart & Clean

Hip young Barcelonians
swear by this secondhand store
with clothes mostly from the 60s
and 70s. © C/Riera Baixa 7 ® Map K3

Discos Tesla

This tiny, but well-stocked,
record and CD store focuses on
alternative music from decades
past. It is the kind of place where
you can hum a few lines of a
song and the owner will track it

Revoélver
Records
The speciality here is
classic rock — as
shown by the wall
art depicting The
Rolling Stones and
Jimi Hendrix. One
floor houses CDs, the
other a huge selection
of vinyl. ® C/Tallers 11
e Map L2

©
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down. ® C/Tallers 3

e Map L2

2

Catalunya® Gl Joe Surplus
One of Spain's few

army and navy surplus

stores, where you can

find bags, backpacks

and clothing from the

Russian, Israeli and US

| militaries.

& Ronda Sant Antoni 49

® Map K1

&) Liceu

) Drassanes

For tips on shopping and standard opening hours See p139
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Around Town - El Raval

Left Zelig Right Zentraus
510 Bars & Clubs

Bar Almirall

The Modernista doors swing
open to a young, friendly crowd
at Barcelona's oldest watering
hole. Founded in 1860, the bar
has many original fittings, plus
eclectic music and strong cock-
tails. ® ClJoaquin Costa 33  Map K2

Zelig

Intimate and welcoming, this
gay-friendly cocktail bar is a great
place to start the night. There are
excellent cocktails — including a
mean mojito — and light snacks.
& C/Carme 116 ® Map K2

Bar Resolis

Formerly an old-fashioned
neighbourhood bar, this is now
an appealing boho-chic tavern
with a small terrace. Wine and
cocktails accompany delicious
tapas. © C/Riera Baixa 22 ® Map K3

Marsella

This dimly lit Modernista
bar serves up cocktails and
absinthe to long-time regulars
and first-timers. ® C/Sant Pau 65
* Map K4

Betty Ford’s

A laidback cocktail bar on
lively Carrer Joaquin Costa, Betty
Ford's has a soothing chill-out
vibe. ® Carrer Joaquin Costa 56
® Map K1

Moog

Big-name DJs spin techno
and electronica, but for a boogie
to classic 1980s hits head for the
second floor. ® C/Arc del Teatre 3
® Map L5 ® Adm

Boadas Cocktail Bar

This smooth little cocktail
bar, founded in 1933, continues to
mix the meanest martinis in town
for an elbow-to-elbow crowd.
& (/Tallers 1  Map L2 ® Closed Sun

London Bar

This cluttered bar has long
been de rigueur, once with the
likes of Picasso, Hemingway and
Miré. Sip cocktails and enjoy the
original Modernista furnishings.
& C/Nou de la Rambla 34 ® Map K4
e Closed Mon

La Pendltima

Zentraus !

One of the most | = )
stylish bars in the area, | ©antoni
Zentraus has a trendy
red-black-and-white
decor and cool lighting.
A restaurant until
Tam, the tables are
cleared once the DJ  |earatiel,
gets going. ® Rambla de iy
Raval 41 © Map K4 “
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A small, quirky bar
featuring a collection
of Barbie and Ken
dolls in unusual
positions. It's a gay-
friendly spot, and is
perfect for the first
drink of the night.
Alternative music is
predominantly played.
& C/Riera Alta 40
® Map J2

£ Liceu

a Drassanes

For Barcelona’s best nightlife See pp46-7




Ca Llsidre

Price Categories
For a three-course
meal for one with half
a bottle of wine (or
equivalent meal), taxes
and extra charges.

€ under €15
€€ €15-25
€€€ €25-35
€€€€ €35-45
€€€€€ over €45

°10 Good-Value Eats

Biblioteca

The walls at this elegant
restaurant are lined with antique
books. Food is prepared with
fresh market ingredients, and
you can watch the cooks at work
in the open kitchen. Book in
advance. ® C/Junta de Comerg 29
e Map K4 o Closed Sun

Anima

A sleek, minimalist restaurant
that serves sophisticated Mediter
ranean cuisine. Great value lunch
menu. Q C/Angels 6 © Map K2 ¢ 93 342
49 12 e Closed Sun & lunch in Aug ® €€€

Ca Llsidre

Picasso, Tapies and even
Woody Allen have dined on Cata-
lan fare at this long-time artists’
hang-out. ® C/Flors 12 ¢ Map J4 © 93
441 11 39  Closed Sat (in summer), Sun,
Easter, Aug, Christmas e €EEEE

Silenus

Mediterranean food is served
in a loft-style space hung with local
artists’ work. Try the ostrich.
® C/Angels 8  Map K2 » 93 302 26 80 »
Closed Sun e €€€

El Jardi

Located in one of the prettiest
spots in the city, El Jardi serves
delicious, light cuisine, such as
soups, salads and crépes. © C/de
Hospital ® Map K3 e Closed Mon e €

Imprevist

In an old warehouse, this
café-restaurant, owned (and deco-
rated) by Catalan artists, offers
a global menu. ® C/ferlandina 34
e Map J2 @ 93 342 58 59 e Closed Sun
lunch e €€€

Mama Cafe

Organic Mediterranean dishes
(many vegetarian) are served in
this airy café-restaurant. Contem-
porary art is projected onto the
wall. ® C/Doctor Dou 10 ® Map L2 * 93
301 29 40 e Closed Sun & lunch Aug ® €€€

Libélula

The contemporary, rustic
decor complements the fresh
Mediterranean fare here. Organic
produce is used where possible,
and menus change according to
the season. ® C/Reina Amalia 28
® Map J4

Las Fernandez

The original menu
features dishes from | @ Ameni
the El Bierzo area in ]
Leon, such as steak
with Bierzo peppers.
& C/Carretas 11

130¥0.0 3LW0D

Tivs 30 vavo
c
@

@

® Map J3 ® 93 443 20 43 4, careeR NOU O 1A

e Closed Mon, daily
lunch, three weeks Aug
o €€€

Universitat

L'Havana

Despite the name,
8 this eatery serves
superb Catalan cui-
sine. Try the selection
of classic dishes such
as pigs' trotters, or the
fresh fish of the day.
& C/Lle6 1 e Map K2 ® 93
302 21 06  Closed Sun eve,
Mon e €€

Catalunyu.o

@ Ol

RAMBLA

) Drassanes

For tips on dining and standard opening hours See p138
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Left Palau Nacional Right Estadi Olimpic

Montjuic

juic

AMED THE "JEWISH MOUNTAIN", after an important
Jewish cemetery that existed here in the Middle Ages,
this sizeable and mountainous park rises 213 m (700 ft)
above the port. The park itself was first landscaped for
the 1929 International Exhibition, when the elegant
Palau Nacional and the strikingly modern Mies van
der Rohe Pavilion were also built. During the following
decade, the area fell into general disuse and soon became
synonymous with decline. Together with the grim shadow
cast over the hill by the castle, which for years acted as a
slaughterhouse for Franco’s firing squads, it is little short of
miraculous that Montjuic is now one of Barcelona’s biggest
tourist draws. However, as the main site for the 1992
Olympics, held on its southern slopes, Montjuic was given a
comprehensive face-lift and the area was transformed
into a beautiful green oasis, with two fabulous art
Statue, Castell de Montjuic - 5e0ms and a host of stunning sports facilities.
All these elements are interconnected by a network of exterior escalators
and interlaced with quiet, shady gardens, which offer dazzling views over
Barcelona and a welcome respite from the bustle of the city.

Around Town — Mont
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For more on Barcelona’s history See pp30-31




A R,

Fountains, Palau Nacional

Palau Nacional &

Museu Nacional
d’Art de Catalunya
The Palau Nacional is home
to the Museu Nacional d’Art
de Catalunya which exhibits
Catalonia’s historic art collec-
tions. Boasting one of Europe’s
finest displays of Romanesque
art, the museum includes a se-
ries of breathtaking, 12th-century
frescoes, rescued from Catalan
Pyrenean churches and pains-
takingly reassembled in a series
of galleries here. See pp18-19.

Fundacié Joan Miré

One of Catalonia’s most rep-
resentative painters, Joan Miré
(1893-1983), donated many of the
11,000 works held by the museum.
Housed in a stark, white building
designed by his friend, architect
Josep Lluis Sert, the collection —
the world’s most complete array
of Miro's work — has been
extended to include 25 new
pieces by him. See pp22-3.

Font Magica

Below the cascades and foun-
tains that splash down from the
regal Palau Nacional is the Magic
Fountain, designed by Carles

Buigas for the International
Exhibition of 1929. As darkness
descends, countless jets of water
are choreographed in a mesmer-
izing sound and light show.
When the water meets in a
single jet it can soar to 15m (50ft).
The extravagant finale is often
accompanied by a recording of
Freddie Mercury and Montserrat
Caballé singing the anthem
Barcelona as the fountain fades
from pink to green and back to
white before silently and grace-
fully disappearing. ® Av de la Reina
Maria Cristina ® Map B4 e May-Sep:
every 30 minutes 9:30-11:30pm Thu-Sun;
Oct-Apr: every 30 minutes 7-8:30pm Firi
& Sat ® free e DA

Castell de Montjuic

Castell de Montjuic

Dominating Montjuic’s hill,
this gloomy castle was once a
prison and torture centre for
political prisoners. At the end of
the Spanish Civil War, 4,000
Catalan nationalists and repub-
licans were shot in the nearby
Fossar de la Pedrera, now a
grassy field overlooked by thick
stone walls. After such a tragic
history, the castle is entering a
happier phase: it is being develop-
ed into an international peace
centre, but visitors can still climb
the sturdy bastions for superb
views of the port below. ® C/Castell
e Map B6 e Open Tue-Sun e Free

The funicular connects Metro Paral-lel with the Fundacié Joan Mird
and the cable cars that continue up to the Castell de Montjuic.
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Around Town — Mont

Estadi Olimpic

The stadium was first built for
the 1936 Workers” Olympics, which
were cancelled with the outbreak
of the Spanish Civil War (see p31).
Today, the original Neo-Classical
facade is still in place, though the
stadium was rebuilt for the 1992
Olympic Games (see p317). It is
home to Espanyol football team
(see p61). The nearby Museu
Olimpic i de I'Esport is an interac-
tive museum dedicated to all as-
pects of sport. ® Av de I'Estadi ® Map
B5 ¢ Museum: open 10am-6pm (to 8pm
Apr-Sep) Tue-Sat, 10am-2.30pm Sun.
Stadium not open to visitors. ® Adm e DA

Teatre Grec

This beautiful, open-air
amphitheatre (see p60) was
inspired by the Classical ideas of
what was known as Noucentisme.
This late 19th-century architec-
tural movement was a r