THE GUIDES THAT SHOW YOU
WHAT OTHERS ONLY TELL YOU







EYEWITNESS TRAVEL

BOSTON




Wl

SRR

‘gng Lo
i 8 -
i 8
i

ji 4 1§ mn
i

'!iﬁ-rl.

nm - i o

o | AL
i R e

Wi
Far
i [ii
LA
Iﬂlua

TR = LS
Tt O e e
(] 00 (O DL L
0 Iy Ot e Lo
o O o e b
00T O L LD
o 1 O oL L
ol ol by
0 ot ot 0o LD
ol ol
i rI| I ot O

- .

uw Ty t|“T|

Tilusl
arimw || (]
s nmin o
UL 1|
flufl T nln
1| i n II
i e nln
Hllll 1 ] !I !!1!!
P nm
e o
e i
wena i
e inln
ﬂ UL In| II
wE inlh
Lo nin
flavnn nfa
| b
mm LT
ﬂi:mt' g_%
ail, 12X
£ i
(A L h1]
I
BN
FICE: =50
AL




EYEWITNESS TRAVEL

BOSTON

MAIN CONTRIBUTORS:
TOM BROSS, PATRICIA HARRIS, AND DAVID LYON

.
.
'.

LLLLLEL

il ELL

e B
‘= I REE




LONDON, NEW YORK,
MELBOURNE, MUNICH AND DELHI
www.dk.com

PROJECT EDITOR Marcus Hardy

ART EDITOR Nicola Rodway
EDITOR Simon Hall

U.S. EDITOR Mary Sutherland

DESIGNERS  Elly King, Nikala Sim

MAP CO-ORDINATORS Dave Pugh, Casper Morris
DTP Maite Lantaron
PICTURE RESEARCHER Brigitte Arora
PRODUCTION Michelle Thomas
CONTRIBUTORS
Tom Bross, Brett Cook, Patricia Harris, Carolyn Heller,
David Lyon, Juliette Rogers, Kem Sawyer
PHOTOGRAPHERS
Demetrio Carrasco, Linda Whitwam
ILLUSTRATORS
Stephen Conlin, Gary Cross, Richard Draper,
Chris Orr & Associates, Robbie Polley, John Woodcock
MAPS
Ben Bowles, Rob Clynes, Sam Johnston,
James Macdonald (Colourmap Scanning Ltd)
Reproduced by Colourscan, Singapore
Printed and bound by South China Printing Co. Ltd., China

First American Edition, 2001

1112131410987654321

Published in the United States by DK Publishing,

375 Hudson Street, New York, New York 10014
Reprinted with revisions 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2011
Copyright © 2001, 2011 Dorling Kindersley Limited, London
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

WITHOUT LIMITING THE RIGHTS UNDER COPYRIGHT RESERVED ABOVE,
NO PART OF THIS PUBLICATION MAY BE REPRODUCED, STORED IN OR
INTRODUCED INTO A RETRIEVAL SYSTEM, OR TRANSMITTED, IN ANY FORM,
OR BY ANY MEANS (ELECTRONIC, MECHANICAL, PHOTOCOPYING, RECORDING,
OR OTHERWISE) WITHOUT THE PRIOR WRITTEN PERMISSION OF BOTH THE
COPYRIGHT OWNER AND THE ABOVE PUBLISHER OF THIS BOOK.
Published in Great Britain by Dorling Kindersley Limited.

A CATALOG RECORD IS AVAILABLE FROM THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS.
ISSN 1542-1554
ISBN 978-0-75666-973-7
Front cover main image: The red brick Old State House,
Boston, Massachuselts

MIX

Paper from
responsible sources

FSC™ C018179

wwwifsc.org

CONTENTS

HOW TO USE THIS
GUIDE 6

The information in every
DK Eyewitness Travel Guide is checked regularly.

Every effort has been made to ensure that this book is as up-to-date
as possible at the time of going to press. Some details, however,
such as telephone numbers, opening hours, prices, gallery hanging
arrangements, and travel information are liable to change. The
publishers cannot accept responsibility for any consequences arising
from the use of this book, nor for any material on third party
websites, and cannot guarantee that any website address in this
book will be a suitable source of travel information.

We value the views and suggestions of our readers very highly.
Please write to: Publisher, DK Eyewitness Travel Guides,
Dorling Kindersley, 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL, Great Britain,
or email: travelguides@dk.com

<] Rowes Wharf, part of new development along Boston’s waterfront

Tiffany window in the Arlington
Street Church, Back Bay

INTRODUCING
BOSTON

FOUR GREAT DAYS
IN BOSTON 10

PUTTING BOSTON
ON THE MAP 12

THE HISTORY OF
BOSTON 16

Federal-style houses, Beacon Hill
district (see pp42-5)




BOSTON AT
A GLANCE 26

BOSTON THROUGH
THE YEAR 34

BOSTON
AREA BY AREA

BEACON HILL AND
WEST END 40

OLD BOSTON AND
THE FINANCIAL
DISTRICT 54

NORTH END AND
THE WATERFRONT 66

CHINATOWN AND
THE THEATER
DISTRICT 78

Memorial Church steeple,
Harvard Yard (see pp110-11)

View of the Back Bay skyline, with the John Hancock Tower (see p97)

TRAVELERS’
NEEDS

WHERE TO STAY 130

RESTAURANTS,
CAFES, AND BARS 138

SHOPPING IN
BOSTON 152

ENTERTAINMENT IN
BOSTON 158

SPORTS AND OUTDOOR
ACTIVITIES 164

CHILDREN’S
BOSTON
168

BACK BAY AND ' !

SOUTH END 88

FARTHER
AFIELD 100

THREE GUIDED
WALKS 120

Trinity Church, Back Bay
(see pp94-5)

SURVIVAL GUIDE

PRACTICAL
INFORMATION 174

TRAVEL
INFORMATION 180

BOSTON STREET
FINDER 186

GENERAL INDEX 192

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Pumpkins for sale, a
regular sight in the fall




HOW TO USE THIS
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

his guide will help you

get the most from your

visit to Boston, providing
expert recommendations and
detailed practical information.
The opening section, Intro-
ducing Boston, maps the city
and sets it in its geographical,
historical, and cultural context.
Boston at a Glance is an
overview of the city’s main

i sights plus three recommended
walks, using maps, photographs,
and detailed illustrations. The
sights are arranged in two
groups: those in Boston’s central
districts, and those a little farther
afield. Tips for hotels, restaurants,
shopping, entertainment, and
sports can be found in Travelers’
Needs, while the final section,
Survival Guide, contains practical

attractions. Section two, Boston
Area by Area, starts on page 38
and describes all the important

advice on everything from public
transportation and telephones
to personal safety.

Window at First
Baptist Church
(see p92)

FINDING YOUR WAY AROUND THE SIGHTSEEING SECTION

Each of the six sightseeing areas is color-
coded for easy reference. Every chapter
opens with an introduction to the area it
covers, describing its history and character.
For central districts, this is followed by a

Street-by-Street map illustrating a particularly
interesting part of the area; for sights farther
away, by a regional map. A simple numbering
system relates sights to the maps. Important
sights are covered by several pages.

Introduction to the Area

OLD BOSTON AND THE ‘ 1 For easy reference, the sights
FINANCIAL DISTRICT -

are numbered and plotted on an
area map, with “I” stations shown
where belpful. The key sights (bistoric
buildings, churches, museums, and
open-air sights) are listed by category.

Color-coded
thumb tabs
mark each area.

~ A locator map
shows where you
are in relation to
other areas of

the city center. Locator map

jonial Boston

The area shaded in pink is
shown in greater detail on
the Street-by-Street map.

2 Street-by-Street Map
This gives a bird’s-eye view
of interesting and important
parts of each sightseeing area,
with accurate drawings of all
the buildings within them. The
numbering of the sights ties in
with the preceding area map
and with the fuller descriptions
on the pages that follow.

A list of star sights
recommends the places
that no visitor should miss.

\ Suggested
walking route




HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 7

BOSTON AREA MAP e et i s bt
The colored areas shown on fm""“ i

this map (see inside front cover)
are the five main sightseeing
areas of central Boston (exclud-
ing the Farther Afield section.)
Each is covered in a full chapter
in the Boston Area by Area
section (pp39-127). The areas
are also highlighted on other
maps throughout the book. In
Boston at a Glance (pp26-37),
for example, they help you to
locate the most important sights
that no visitor should miss. The
maps’ colored borders match
the colored thumb tabs at the
top corner of each page.

Numbers refer to each Practical information lists all the
sight’s position on the information you need to visit every
area map and its place sight, including a map reference to

in the chapter. the Street Finder maps (pp186-191).

Detailed information

“l Don each sight

All the important sights are described
individually. They are listed to follow
the numbering on the area map at
the start of the section. The key to
the symbols summarizing practical
information is on the back flap.

Wi

A visitors’ checklist provides
the practical information you
will need to plan your visit.

Boston Center

Story boxes provide details on
famous people or historical events.

4 Boston’s Major Sights
These are given more extensive
coverage, sometimes 1wo or more
Sfull pages. Historic buildings are
dissected to reveal their interiors;
museums and galleries have
color-coded floor plans to belp
you find important exhibils.

Stars indicate the / Captions provide more detailed /
most interesting sights. information about specific sights.
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10 INTRODUCING BOSTON

1
Bell tower and steeple of Old
North Church

HISTORIC BOSTON

and afternoon opportunities
to enjoy the city’s prime
historical and cultural attractions,

e Historic North End

* Elegant Old State House
* King's Chapel

TWO ADULTS allow at least $80

Morning

Start in the North End (see
Pp68-9), Boston’s oldest
neighborhood. Hanover
Street is full of Ttalian cafés
and bakeries and east from
here is the Paul Revere Mall
(see p72), where an eques-
trian statue commemorates
the patriot. Continue to the
lovely 18th-century Old
North Church (see p71),
followed by a stroll through
Christoper Columbus Park
(see p73) for great harbor
vistas. For lunch, head to
Quincy Market (see p64)

or Durgin Park (see p143),
with its local specialties.

* A walk along the waterfront

Public Garden

Afternoon

Refreshed, head to the Old
State House (see pp60-61),
the one-time seat of the
British colonial government.
Nearby is the simple King's
Chapel and Burial Ground (see
p58). Continue to the Old
South Meeting House (see
p59), where rousing speeches
led to The Boston Tea Party
(see p75). End the day
relaxing in popular Boston
Common (see pp46-7).

CULTURE & FRESH AIR

¢ Impressive Trinity Church

¢ Masterpieces in the
Museum of Fine Arts

¢ Isabella Stewart
Gardner Museum

¢ Boston skyline from
Back Bay Fens parkland

TWO ADULTS allow at least
$110-125

Morning

Start the day on the
lovely open space
that constitutes Copley
Square (see p96), which
is dominated by the beautiful
1877 Neo-Romanesque Trinity
Church (see pp94-5), with

its soaring interior
spaces richly
decorated with
murals and stained-
glass windows.
Then, for a bit

of morning retail
therapy, walk a
short distance to
either of two
up-scale urban
malls: Copley Place
(see p99) or the

Prudential Center

Stained glass,
Trinity Church

FOUR GREAT DAYS IN BOSTON

s well as being compact and
walkable, Boston also has
an extensive subway
system (the “T”), which makes
neighboring Cambridge easily
accessible. These four sug-

with eclectic shopping as an
added bonus. All the places
mentioned here are cross-
referenced to other parts of the
guide so you can ponder more
= detailed information then tailor
gested days offer morning gronseduckinthe €ach day’s outing to your
personal interests. Price guide-
lines include transportation,
food, and admission charges.

(see p98), where all your
needs are catered for
under one roof. In addition,
Boylston Street (see p96)
and parallel Newbury Street
(see p93) also overflow with
some of the city’s most
stylish stores and fashion
boutiques. At the Copley “T”
station, board a train for the
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
(see pp104-7), the largest art
museum in New England,
with collections ranging from
the ancient world to the 20th
century. After allowing ample
time to roam the galleries,
head to the upper level
of the West Wing to
enjoy a leisurely lunch
in Bravo, the MFA’s
classy restaurant with
walls, as one might
expect, adorned with
a rotating exhibition
of some of the
museum’s contem-
porary artworks.

Afternoon

After lunch, head

to another Boston
cultural treasure
nearby: the Isabella
Stewart Gardner Museum
(see p103). Here, European
masterpieces are among the

Boston Symphony Orchestra performing

<] Boston harbor, 1853




FOUR

GREAT DAYS

IN BOSTON

highlights of the collection.
After all this culture, take a
breath of fresh air and enjoy
a stroll amid the waterways,
marshes, and footbridges

of Back Bay Fens, one of
the jewels of the area known
as The Emerald Necklace

(see p103). This rambling
parkland also has enchanting
views of Boston’s soaring
skyline. If you would like

to extend this cultural day
into the evening, make your
way to Symphony Hall,

the acoustically fine-tuned
home of the acclaimed
Boston Symphony Orchestra
(see p160), for a classical
music fest. Or, just a block
away, audiences regularly

fill Jordan Hall for concerts
and recitals presented
by students of the
New England
Conservatory of
Music (see p160).
Alternatively, if you
are in the mood for
drama, Boston
University’s
Huntington Theatre
(see p160) stages
first-rate productions,
while the Colonial
Theater (see p160), in
the Theater District, presents
tours of recent Broadway hits.

CAMBRIDGE ACADEMIA

¢ Bustling Harvard Square

¢ Harvard Yard architecture

¢ European masterpieces in the
Harvard University Museums

e MIT campus and museums

TWO ADULTS allow at least $95

Morning

Catch a Red Line train across
the river to the college town
of Cambridge (see p108),
emerging at Harvard Square.
This is the site of the nation’s
oldest and most prestigious
university. Immerse yourself
in the scholarly atmosphere
by visiting Harvard Yard (see
pp110-11), surrounded by
lecture halls and dormitories
that cover a broad spectrum
of American architecture.
From here head to the
eminent Harvard University

John Harvard
Statue

. ]

Grand architecture at Harvard Yard

Museums (see p112-14).
Head to the Sackler, a
museum dedicated to Asian
and Near Eastern art that
is currently housing a
selection of exhibits
from all of the Harvard
art museums until
the Fogg reopens in
2012 or 2013. Make
your way back to
Harvard Square, where
Sandrine’s Bistro
(see p149) offers a
good-value lunch.

Afternoon
After lunch, visit the Harvard
Museum of Natural History
to see the scientifically
accurate glass flowers.
For another cultural
experience, ride a No. 1
bus to the MIT Campus (see
p121) to savor avant-garde
20th-century architecture
and Alexander Calder’s
12-m (40-ft) high stabile
La Grande Voile. Catch the
subway back to central
Boston from Kendall Station.

A FAMILY DAY

* Get wet on the Boston
Duck Tour

¢ Swan Boat lagoon “cruise”

¢ Tropical fish in the New
England Aquarium

¢ Hand’s-on fun in the
Children’s Museum

FAMILY OF FOUR allow $235

Morning

Get children acquainted
with this kid-friendly city by
joining Boston Duck Tours
(see p185), which provides
narrated sightseeing tours in
World War IT-era amphibious
vehicles. The downtown tour
includes the Charles River,
an exciting way to view the
city’s skyline. Then stroll
through the Boston Public
Garden (see pp46-7), locale
of bronze duck sculptures.
Real ducks also swim on the
park’s lagoon, and you can
join them aboard a pedal-
powered Swan Boat. Take
the subway from Arlington
“T” station to Aquarium

“T” station, where the New
England Aquarium (see
pp76-7) has a huge tank
full of tropical fish, sharks
and stingrays. For lunch,
enjoy a sandwich on home-
made bread from Sel de la
Terre (see p144).

Afternoon

Walk across the bridge

to the highly interactive
Children’s Museum (see
p75). Permanent features
include a rock-climbing wall,
a construction zone, a maze,
and a science playground.

Swan boats in Boston Public Garden

11
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T

Putting Boston on the Map

Boston is situated along the United States’ northeastern
Atlantic coast on Massachusetts Bay. Founded in the
early 17th century around a large natural harbor at the
mouth of the Charles River, the modern city now covers
an area of 49 sq miles (127 sq km) and has a population
of 600,000. Boston is the capital of Massachu;:___.____.—-_
setts and a major center of AmerV =
history, culture, and learning. _ /
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INTRODUCING BOSTON

Greater Boston

The city of Boston is made up of 20

separate districts, with the central city

focused around the harbor on the Shawmut .
Peninsula. Much of the city lies within \ i
Suffolk County, although the greater

Boston area also covers parts of Norfolk

and Middlesex Counties. Boston is well

served by major road, rail, air, and

sea links, and has a good public

transportation system, including

a modern subway network.
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THE HISTORY OF BOSTON

vidence of human occupation in Massachusells dates from
around 7500 B.C. By around A.D. 500 Algonquin Indians
were widespread in the region. Hunter-gatherers, they fished,
Jfarmed beans and pumpkins, and hunted moose and deer. They
were made up of seven tribes, the closest geographically to present-

day Boston being the Massachusetts, Wampanoags, and Nipmuicks.

Other tribes in the region
included the Nausets around
Cape Cod, the Pennacooks far-
ther north, and Pocumtucs
and Mohicans to the
west. Their dialects
came from the same
language, and their
physical features
were similar. Each
tribe lived in close-knit
communities of approx-
imately 250 people.

THE FIRST EUROPEANS
During the Age of the Vikings,
Norsemen from Scandinavia
adventured far from home, reaching
North America. The coastal land of
Vinland discovered by Leif Erikson
in around A.D. 1000 may well have
been on the Massachusetts coast.
French and Spanish fishermen
fished here in the mid-15th century
and the Italian-born explorer John
Cabot led an English expedition to
the New England coast once in 1497
and again in 1498. A few years later
Miguel Cortereal sailed from
Portugal to Massachusetts, where his
ship was wrecked. His name was
found carved on a granite rock with
the year 1511. Throughout the 16th

Artist’s impression of the
Viking Leif Erikson’s ship

century, the English, French,
Portuguese, Spanish, and Ital-
ians explored the East Coast,
whaling, fishing, and
trading with the natives.
In 1602 the English-
man Bartholomew

Gosnold sailed to

Massachusetts, land-

ing on the peninsula
he called Cape Cod
and traversing the island
he would name Martha’s
Vineyard after his daughter. He
returned to England with furs from
the natives and sassafras to be used
medicinally. In 1607 James I of
England offered land in the New
World to two companies. What is
now Virginia he gave to the London
company, led by Captain John
Smith. To a group from Plymouth,
England, he assigned New England
and land as far south as what
is now Delaware. The Plymouth
Company set out in 1607 to found a
colony along the Kennebec River in
present-day Maine, but the harsh
winter led the company to return to
England. John Smith’s Virginia expe-
dition was more successful. In May
1607 he arrived in Jamestown, where
he founded a permanent colony.

TIMELINE

Viking casket

| 1000

1497 John Cabot leads English
expedition to New England coast

1608 Puritan
separatists flee
England for the
Netherlands

| 1500

500 Algonquin tribes inhabit land
stretching from Canada to Florida

1602 English explorer Bartholomew Gosnold
names Cape Cod and Martha’s Vineyard

1000 Viking explorer Leif Erikson is
thought to have reached Massachusetts

1511 Portuguese Miguel Cortereal

explores Massachusetts
land to Plymouth
Company

<] Inhabitants of Boston watching the Battle of Bunker Hill (see p20)

1607 James I assigns
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THE PILGRIM FATHERS

In 1614 John Smith traveled to the
northeast and published his findings
in a book entitled A Description of
New England. This land would
become a haven for people who were
victims of religious persecution,
especially Puritans, who did not
adhere to all the beliefs and rituals of
the Church of England. One group of
Puritan separatists had already left
England to seek greater freedom in
The Netherlands, but had faced
economic hardship there. Lured by
Captain Smith’s reports,
they returned to
England to seek a grant
for land in the New
World. Joining other
Puritans led by William |
Bradford, they set out
from Plymouth in two
ships, the Mayflower
and the Speedwell.
Quickly discovering that
the Speedwell was
leaking, they returned |
to Plymouth, crammed
into the Mayflower, and
set sail again on
September 16, 1620.

Meeting of John Winthrop with
local native in around 1630

The first Thanksgiving at Plymouth, Massachusetts, celebrated by the Pilgrim Fathers in 1621

Two months later the 102 Pilgrims
arrived at Cape Cod. Before
disembarking, they formulated the
“Mayflower Compact,” agreeing to
govern themselves democratically with
“just and equal laws...for the general
good of the colony.” The Pilgrims
named their new home Plymouth
and soon made friends with the
natives. On April 1, 1621, Governor
John Carver and Chief Massasoit
signed a peace treaty. They celebrated
the first Thanksgiving that year sharing
provisions with their native hosts.

FOUNDING OF BOSTON
Charles T assigned land
40 miles (65 km) north
5 of Plymouth colony,
near the Charles River,
to the Massachusetts
Bay Company, a large
group of Puritans. In
the spring of 1630 over
1,000 Puritans departed
in 11 ships bound for
Massachusetts. Some
settled in Salem and
other communities
along the Massachusetts
Bay. The vast majority,

TIMELINE

1614 Captain John Smith
explores the Northeast

1636 Harvard

1630 John Winthrop and
Puritans settle in Boston

University is founded

1652 First American coin
produced in Boston

Pine-tree 1686 James II

shilling, appoints Sir

J the first Edmund
U.S. coin Andros as
governor

1610 1630

11650 | 1670

1621 Governor
John Carver and
Chief Massasoit sign
peace treaty

1620 The Pilgrims
land at Plymouth

1638 Anne Hutchinson banished
from Boston for religious beliefs

1635 Boston Latin School opens

1640 First English-language
book printed in America

1660 Quaker Mary Dyer
hanged on Boston Common

1684 Charles II nullifies the
Massachusetts Bay Charter
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however, followed John Winthrop,
their newly appointed governor, to
the mouth of the Charles River.
Across the river lived a recluse,
an Anglican clergyman, William
Blackstone. He learned that disease
was rampant among the
Puritans due to the scarcity
of fresh drinking water,
and invited them to
move their settlement
over the river. Winthrop
and his followers were
quick to accept. They
first called this new
land Trimountain, but
soon renamed it

SEEDS OF REBELLION
The British had passed the Navigation
Acts to encourage the colonists to trade
only with them, but when the colonists
refused to obey, Charles II withdrew
the Massachusetts Bay Charter in
1684, putting the colony
under the control of the
king. His successor
James II appointed Sir
Edmund Andros as
royal governor. After
James II lost power,
the colonists arrested
their governor and in
1689 established their
own government. But in

Boston after the town
in England they had
left behind. In 1635
they established the Boston Latin
School, the first public school in the
British colonies. A year later the
Puritans founded a university, named
subsequently after John Harvard,
who had bequeathed it his library.
Although the Puritans had come to
Massachusetts in pursuit of religious
freedom, they often proved intolerant
of others. Anne Hutchinson was
driven out of Boston in 1638 for not
conforming to the Puritan
tradition. Many Quakers were
also beaten, fined, or banished.
The Quaker preacher Mary
Dyer was hanged for religious
unorthodoxy on June 1, 1660
on Boston Common. In 1692
after several girls in the town of |
Salem accused three women of
witchcraft, mass hysteria broke
out throughout Massachusetts,
and many innocents were tried,
and hanged. No one felt safe
until Governor William Phips
put an end to the trials in 1693.

Mary Dyer with other condemned
Quakers, before being hanged in 1660

View of the commercial port of Boston in about 1730

1691 William and Mary
granted a new charter
to the Massachusetts
Colony, combining the Massachusetts
Bay and Plymouth colonies and
recognizing a bicameral legislature.
Later, the British and French started a
long series of battles over New World
territory. France finally ceded control
of Canada and the American West,
but the cost of war had taken its toll
on the British, and the colonists were
asked to pay their share in taxes. The
seeds of rebellion were sown.

1691 William and Mary grant new
charter to Massachusetts Colony

| 1690 [1710

1692 Women in Salem
accused of witchcraft

1689 Colonists oust Governor Andros

Execution for witchcraft

at Salem in 1692 1763 France cedes control

of Canada and the West

1730 1750

1754 French and Indian Wars between
the French and the British begin
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Revolutionary Boston
2 It was in Boston, the most important city
in the 13 British colonies, that ideas for
independence were nurtured and the
American Revolution born. The colonists’
main quarrel with Britain lay in taxation.
The Stamp Act of 1765, and the later
Townshend Acts, which placed duties on
imports, inflamed colonists because they
had no vote. “No taxation without rep-
resentation” became a common cry. -
The so-called “Sons of Liberty,” led by =~ The Boston Tea Party (1773)
Td"‘“e' Samuel Adams, demanded and received {72 protest at laxation, Boston
™ the repeal of the Stamp Act. However, patriols boarded three British
attempts to enforce the Townshend Acts led to the ~ East India Company ships and
Boston Massacre, a tragedy which signaled increas- hrew their cargoes
ingly poor relations between Britain and its colonies. ¢/ fea into Boston
Harbor (see p75).

THE BOSTON MASSACRE (1770)

At the time of the Townshend Acts,

British troops were sent to Boston to protect
customs commissioners. Bostonians often
scoffed at the soldiers and threw stones. On
March 5, 1770 the jeering got out of hand.
Shots were fired and five Americans fell.

Old State
House (see
pp60-61)

Five Americans were killed
when British troops shot
into the crowd.

The Battle of Bunker Hill (1775)
In June 1775, militiamen from all over
New England bhad traveled to Boston to
wrest control of the city from the British.
The Americans lost the ensuing battle,
the bloodiest of the Revolution.

TIMELINE
British 1773 Tea Act gives British East India
1765 British Parliament Revenue Company monopoly. Boston Tea Party
passes the Stamp Act stamp
1765 1770

1767 Townshend Acts

place duties on imports 1770 Five Americans

killed in Boston Massacre

1766 Repeal of the Stamp Act
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Evacuation of Boston 1776
Following the Battle of Bunker
Hill, Boston remained under
British control. For almost a
year American troops lay siege
to the city, until in March 1776
George Washington master-
minded a strategy that led

the British finally to evacuate.

John Hancock

A key participant in

the Revolution, Hancock
was chosen as a delegate
of Massachusetts to
attend the first ever
Continental Con-
gress, beld in 1774.

British soldiers were
sent to protect customs
commissioners.

Declaration of Independence (1776)
Events surrounding the Battle of Bunker Hill and
the evacuation of Boston inspired insurrection
throughout the 13 colonies. This led, in July 1776,
to the signing of the Declaration of Independence.
Freedom from Britain finally came in 1781.

PAUL REVERE'S RIDE

On April 18, 1775 the British
planned to march to Lexington
to capture Samuel Adams and
John Hancock, and then on to
Concord to seize arms. To warn |
of the arrival of British troops,
sexton Robert Newman hung
lanterns in the tower of the Old
North Church (see p71) and, so
legend has it, Paul Revere
f undertook his “midnight ride.”
o 3 Revere’s ride is immortalized in
: : Longfellow’s epic 1863 poem

\ { ; Tales of a Wayside Inn. During
= £ ) the ensuing skirmish at Lex-
ington Green, eight American
militiamen were killed — the
first battle of the American
Revolution had been fought.

Warning lights in the
Old North Church

|

1774 Intolerable
Acts passed; Boston

1776 Siege of Boston ends. Declaration of
Independence adopted by Continental Congress

Harbor is closed

1781 General
Cornwallis surrenders
at Yorktown, Virginia

1775

[ 1780

1775 Midnight ride
of Paul Revere

1777 U.S. victory at Battle of Saratoga
is the turning point of the war

™

— /010 Union,
— A 107ICA’S [i1S!
— 110li0nal flag

1783 U.S. and Britain
sign Treaty of Paris
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ATHENS OF AMERICA
With the end of the Revolutionary
War, Boston’s population began to
grow and its economy flourish. Its
port boomed, and trade, with China
in particular, flourished. Some
Bostonians made their fortunes at
sea; others started profitable textile
mills. A number of old Boston
families — the Cabots, the
Lowells, the Lodges — rose
to great prominence boast-
ing of their lineage, their
wealth, and their Yankee
independence. The United
States elected not one but
two members of the Adams
family (both Boston residents)
to the presidency: John Adams
(1797-1801) and his son John

John Adams’ wife Abigail,

one of the nation’s most revered first
ladies, made an early call for women’s
rights when she admonished her
husband to “remember the Ladies,”
for “we ...will not hold ourselves
bound by any law in which we have
no voice, or representation.”

Boston soon earned a reputation as
the intellectual capital of the new
United States. The Boston Athenaeum
(see p49), both a museum and

Abigail Smith
Quincy Adams (1825-1829). Adams(1744-1818) (he oldest free library in the

library, was first organized in
1807 “for the promotion of literary
and scientific learning.” Eminent
Bostonians (see pp30-31) at this time
included the essayist Ralph Waldo
Emerson, who formed the Trans-
cendental Club, naturalist Henry
David Thoreau, novelist Nathaniel
Hawthorne, poet Henry Wads-
worth Longfellow, whose
epic poem made famous
the midnight ride of
Paul Revere (see p21),
James Russell Lowell,
the first editor of the
Atlantic Monthly, and
poet, diarist and edu-
cational reformer Oliver
Wendell Holmes (see p45) .
The Boston Public Library,

U.S., was founded in 1852.

Initially most of Boston’s European
settlers came from England, but from
1846 Boston attracted thousands
of immigrants driven out of Ireland
by the potato famine. When the
Irish first arrived they settled in
overcrowded tenements along the
city’s waterfront and faced discrim-
ination from the city’s residents,
especially its social elite, the Boston
Brahmins (see p45). Signs went up

The Boston Athenaeum, first organized in 1807 but later housed in this building, which was designed in 1846

TIMELINE

1787 Constitutional Convention held in Philadelphia

1789 Inauguration of George Washington as president

1812 War
with England

1825 William Ellery
Channing founds American
Unitarian Association

| 1800 1820
1786 Daniel 1796 John Adams elected
Shay’s as second president 1807 Boston Athenaeum is founded
rebellion

George Washington (1732-99)
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Irish immigrants, who poured into mid 19th-century Boston

around the city with the words “No
Irish Need Apply.” But despite these
obstacles, the Irish rose in stature and
by the end of the 19th century would
dominate Boston politics and other
areas of the city’s life.

THE ABOLITION MOVEMENT
Some of America’s most vehement
anti-slavery sentiment originated in
Boston. William Lloyd Garrison (see
p30) published the first issue of The
Liberator on January 1, 1831 calling
for the unconditional abolition of
slavery: “I will not equivocate ... I
will not excuse ... I will not retreat a
single inch ... and I will be heard.”
Not all Bostonians sym-

S N

)

and popular stopping-off points
were the Second African
Meeting House, the home of
Lewis Hayden (a former slave),
and John J. Smith’s barbershop
on the corner of Howard and
Bulfinch Streets. When the first
shots of the Civil War were
fired on Fort Sumter on April
12, 1861, President Abraham
Lincoln immediately asked
volunteers to enlist. The state
of Massachusetts answered the
call first, sending 1,500 men within
four days. As soon as African
Americans were admitted to the
Union forces, black soldiers started
training in Boston. The Boston
Brahmin, Colonel Robert Gould Shaw
(see p30) led these men (the 54th
Regiment of the Massachusetts
Volunteer Infantry) in an assault on
Fort Wagner, South Carolina — Shaw
and 62 members of the regiment lost
their lives. The battle is still re-
membered for the role played by
African Americans, and a monument
(see p47) to it on Boston Common
was dedicated on May 31, 1897.

pathized with his cause. To
escape from angry mobs he
once had to seek safety for
the night in a Boston jail.
Garrison and other aboli-
tionists (Charles Sumner,
Wendell Phillips, Frederick
Douglass) gave rousing anti-
slavery speeches in Faneuil
Hall (see p63), and accounts
of their fiery oratory spread
across the United States.
The city also played an ac-
tive role in the underground
railroad. Fugitive slaves
were assured a safe haven,

1846 First influx of Irish
immigrants into Boston

1840

Mural in the Boston
Public Library

1831 First issue of
William Lloyd Garrison’s
abolitionist newspaper,
The Liberator

1852 Boston Public
Library founded

1861 First shots
at Fort Sumter
begin Civil War

| 1860
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1863 The 54th Massachusetts
leads assault on Fort Wagner

1865 General Robert E. Lee surrenders. The Union is
preserved. President Abraham Lincoln is assassinated
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GROWTH AND DESTRUCTION

The end of the Civil War in 1865 led to
a decline in shipping, but the Industrial
Revolution, specifically in
cotton and wool manufac-
turing, enabled Boston to
thrive again and grow
both in size and pop-
ulation. The Back Bay
had been filled and
some of the neigh-
boring towns already
annexed. However,
on November 9, 1872,
Boston suffered a ter-
rible setback as flames
from a fire that started in
a dry goods store spread
to warehouses downtown,
destroying 765 buildings. Newspaper
headlines declared a loss of $250
million with “rich men beggared in a
day.” The city recovered quickly,
though, rebuilding and revitalizing
textile and shoe manufacturing.

Public institutions also continued to
flourish. The Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston (see pp104-7) was opened in
1876, and the Boston Symphony
Orchestra (see p160) founded in
1881. The first subway in the United
States, the “T,” opened in 1897. In

The Great Fire of Boston,
November 9, 1872

Boston and the surrounding areas
educational establishments such as
Harvard, Radcliffe, the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
(M.I.T), the New England
Conservatory of Music,
and Boston University
all played their part in
making the city a
mecca for young
students. The re-
nowned collector of
art Isabella Stewart
Gardner (see p103), a
rich, famously out-
spoken, and well-con-
nected woman, opened her
house to the public on
New Year’s Day, 1903.

THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY
Following World War I, changing
political and cultural attitudes
across the U.S. increasingly left
government clashing violently with
the wishes of the people. Life in
Boston was no exception. The Boston
Police Strike of 1919 marks one of
the most dramatic chapters in the
U.S. Labor movement. As many as
1,290 policemen filed complaints
over low wages, unsanitary stations,
and lack of overtime com-
pensation and sought affili-
ation with the American
Federation of Labor (A.F.L.).
When the strike started,
mobs smashed windows and
looted stores. After a skirmish
with state militia, in which
two were wounded and nine
killed, A.EL. president Samuel
Gompers persuaded the
police to return to work.

However, this was not just

Harvard University students rowing on the Charles Rivi

er, 1896 a time of conflict, but also

TIMELINE

1897 The “T,” the U.S.’s first sul
1872 The
Great Fire
of Boston

1884 First Irish
mayor, Hugh
O'Brien, elected

1905 “Honey Fitz"
elected mayor

bway, opens.

1919 Boston Police
Strike results in riots

[ 1875 [ 1900

[ 1925

1876 Museum

of Fine Arts, Museum 1912 1914 James Michael Curley
Boston opened of Fine Fenway elected mayor for the first time
Arts, Park opens

1881 Boston Symphony Boston

Orchestra formed

exhibit

1903 Isabella Stewart Gardner opens her house to the public
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one when popular culture came to
the fore. One way this manifested
itself was in spectator sports, which
began to enjoy unparalleled pop-
ularity. Fenway Park in Boston, home
to the Boston Red Sox, had opened
on April 20, 1912. The Boston Red
Sox won the World Series four times
before 1918. Supposedly cursed by
the sale of slugger Babe Ruth to the
New York Yankees, they did not win
the World Series again until 2004.
Prominent politicians from this time
included John F. Kennedy’s grand-
father, John F. Fitzgerald,
or “Honey Fitz,” as he was
known, who was elected
mayor in 1905. The flam-
boyant James Curley,
son of Irish immigrants,
who became mayor,
congressman, and gov-
ernor, and spent time
in jail for fraud, be-
came a legend in his
own lifetime.

Babe Ruth (1895-
1948) in an ad for
chewing gum

POST-WAR POLITICS

The most famous Boston-born
politician was John F. Kennedy, the
great-grandson of an Irish potato
famine immigrant. In 1960 he became
the U.S’s first Catholic, and youngest
elected, president. His brother, Robert,
served as attorney general and U.S.
senator for New York. The Irish, how-
ever, were not the only immigrants to
enter politics. Michael Dukakis, the
son of Greek immigrants, was elected
governor in 1974, becoming Demo-
cratic presidential candidate in 1988.

The late 20th century saw extensive
immigration from the Caribbean,
Southeast Asia, Pakistan, and India,
adding new talents and cultural
traditions to city life.

John F. Kennedy, perhaps the most famous of all
American politicians, born of Boston Irish stock

CITY RENAISSANCE

In the late 20th and early 21st centuries,
Boston built a prosperous economy
based on finance, medicine, and
higher education, revitalizing the city’s
cultural life and gentrifying historic
neighborhoods. In 2004 the Boston
Red Sox broke their curse and won
baseball’s World Series, transforming
Boston’s ethos from resignation
to aspiration. The Big Dig — a 20-
year, $15-billion project to bury the
1-93 highway — finally ended in 2005,
providing new tunnels and bridges.

Spending leisure time in boats on the Charles
River, evidence that Boston is prospering

1960 John F.

1988 Governor Michael
Kennedy elected

Dukakis becomes

1993 john F.
Kennedy Library
and Museum

2006 Deval Patrick
elected as first African-
American governor of

president Democratic presidential (see p102) opens Massachusetts
candidate
1950 [ 1975 [ 2000 2025
4 2004 Red Sox ‘
‘ win World 2010 Museum of Fine
Y Series Arts, Boston (see

1962 Edward
Kennedy elected
to U.S. Senate

1963 John F. Kennedy
assassinated

TRV

pp104-7) opens Art
Michael Dukakis, of the Americas wing
Democratic presidential
candidate in1988







INTRODUCING BOSTON

Ithough it is a small, compact
Acity, Boston offers a wealth of
attractions that draw visitors

from all over the world. Indeed the
range of attractions can exceed that
of much larger cities in the U.S. The
sights in the center and a little way out
of Boston are covered in the Area by
Area section of the book. There are
historic neighborhoods, such as

BOSTON'S TOP TEN ATTRACTIONS

BOSTON AT A GLANCE

Beacon Hill and Back Bay; examples
of some of the best Federal architec-
ture in the U.S., such as the
Massachusetts State House; and beau-
tiful examples of late 19th-century
opulence such as Trinity Church. The
treasures of the Museum of Fine Arts
and the Harvard Museums are also
shown. A selection of Boston’s best is
featured below.

Beacon Hill
See pp42-5

Museum of Fine
Arts See pp104-7

rinity Church
See pp94-5

0Old North Church

See p71 See pp110-14

Old State House
See pp60-61

Massachusetts State House
See pp50-51

New England Aquariu
See pp76-7

John Hancock Tower
See p97

Boston Common
See pp46-7

<] Trinity Church, reflected in the John Hancock Tower
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Boston’s Best: Museums

The city of Boston’s Athenian self-image is
manifested in dozens of museums, galleries,
and archives. Wealthy 19th-century patrons stocked
art museums that have now become world-class
collections, the best example being the Museum
of Fine Arts. Likewise, Boston’s leadership in
scientific inquiry has created first-rate natural
history and science collections. Museums such as
the John F. Kennedy Library and Museum provide
insight into some of the city’s most compelling
and influential historical figures, while a strong
architectural heritage means that some of the Museum of Science
museum buildings are also very beautiful. A favorite family destin-
ation, this museum
has more than 550
interactive exhibits,
Harvard ! i that explain the laws
University Museums Y of nature and the
These museums house 4 science of computers.
a diverse range of -
collections: European
Art, archaeology,
natural history, and
Asian and Near Eastern
Art. The Sackler Museum
(right) displays highlights
of the art collection.

Isabella Stewart
Gardner Museum

This Venetian-style palazzo
stands as Isabella Gardner
left it— filled to the brim
with fine old masters and
modern paintings. Her
taste in art was considered
by many to be impeccable.

Museum of Fine Arts

One of the largest museums in North
America, the MFA is famous for its
Greek, Roman, and Egyptian art,
and French Impressionist paintings.
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Otis House Museum

Designed by Charles Bulfinch (see p53),
this bouse ushered in the Federal style of
architecture. It presents a snapshot of life
in the early days of the American Republic.

New England Aquarium
This aquarium displays
a buge array of creatures
from the world’s oceans.
The researchers at
| the aquarium are
also involved in key
| international fish
and whale conser-
vation programs.

Institute of

Contemporary Art

Boston'’s first new major art
museum to open in nearly a
century. It occupies a prime spot
on the South Boston waterfront.

0 meters 500
——
0 yards 500

Nichols House Museum
An elegant Federal-style bouse l
on Beacon Hill, this museum
offers a glimpse of the domestic life

of the 19th-century social elite. li x

B John F. Kennedy

/ ’:H':’ Library and Museum
The nation’s 35th
president is celebrated
here — video clips of the
first president to fully
grasp the power of the
media make this a
compelling museum.
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Eminent Bostonians

Phillis
Wheatley
(1753-84)

Founded as a refuge for religious idealists,
Boston has always been obsessed with
ideas and learning. Mark Twain once
| observed that “In New York they ask
what a man is worth. In Boston they
ask, ‘What does he know?”” This
insistence on the power of ideas has
made Boston a magnet for thinkers and
doers, and a hotbed of reform movements
and social revolution. Education has always
been one of the city’s leading industries.

Consequently, Boston is disproportionately represented
in the honor roll of American intellectual life. Bostonians
are generally considered to be liberal minded, and tend
to occupy the left flank of American political thought.

REFORMERS, RABBLE
ROUSERS, AND
REVOLUTIONARIES

Malcolm X (1925-65), one of Boston’s many famous residents

Even while Boston was still
in its infancy, Bostonians
began to agitate to do things
differently. Anne Hutchinson
(1591-1643) was exiled for
heresy in 1638 (she moved
south to found Portsmouth,
Rhode Island), while friend
and fellow religious radical
Mary Dyer died on the
Boston Common
gallows for Quak-
erism in 1660 (see
p19) . Spokesman for
the Sons of Liberty
and part-time brewer
Samuel Adams
(1722-1803)
incited Boston
to revolution in
the “Boston Tea
Party” (see p75).
The city bubbled

Abolitionist William Lloyd
Garrison (1805-79)

over with 19th-century reform-
ers, including Dorothea Dix
(1802-87), who championed
the welfare of the mentally
ill, and William Lloyd Garrison
(1805-79), publisher of The
Liberator, who was one of
America’s most strident voices
calling for the abolition of
slavery. Malcolm Little (1925~
65) spent his adolescence in
Boston before converting to
Islam in prison and emerging
as the charismatic Black
Muslim leader Malcolm
X. Like Malcolm X,
Nguyen Tat Thanh
(1890-1969) spent
part of his youth in
Boston, working for a
time in the restaurant of
the Omni Parker House
Hotel (see p58).
Traveling much
of the world in his
20s, he was later to
assume the name
Ho Chi Minh.

BOSTON BRAHMINS

In 1860 Oliver Wendell
Holmes (1809-94) dubbed
Boston’s prosperous merchant
class the “Boston Brahmins
... a harmless, inoffensive,
untitled aristocracy” (see p45).
Any suggestion that the
Brahmins were unaccom-
plished, however, could not
be farther from the truth. Julia
Ward Howe (1819-1910) was
a prominent abolitionist and
later a crusader for women’s
rights. She also penned the
Unionists” Civil War marching
song, “The Battle Hymn

of the Republic.” Brahmin
Colonel Robert Gould Shaw
(1837-63) led the all-Black
54th Massachusetts Regiment
in the Civil War, and Major
Henry Lee Higginson (1834—
1919) survived the war to
found the Boston Symphony
Orchestra in 1881.

Many famous authors were
also Brahmins, notably the
Lowell clan: James Russell
Lowell (1819-91) was the
leading literary critic of his
day, Amy Lowell (1874-1925)
championed “free verse” and
founded Poetry magazine,
and Robert Lowell (1917-77)
broke the barriers between
formal and informal verse in
American poetry. The Brah-
mins’ greatest chronicler was
the noted historian Samuel
Eliot Morison (1887-1976).

The Brahmins persist
through business partnerships,
family trusts, and intermar-
riage, as highlighted in their
ditty: “And this is good old
Boston, The home of the bean
and the cod, Where the Low-
ells talk to the Cabots, And the
Cabots talk only to God.”

INVENTORS AND
ENTREPRENEURS

Innovation has always been
a way of life in Boston.
Donald McKay’s (1810-80)
East Boston clipper ships
revolutionized international
sea trade in the 1850s.
Working in his Cambridge
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Edwin Land (1909-91), inventor of
Polaroid instant photography

workshop, Elias Howe
(1819-67) created the
modern sewing machine,
radically altering both the
clothing trade and the shoe
industry. Alexander Graham
Bell (1847-1922) had offices
in Cambridge and Boston,
and later joined the faculty of
Boston University. This was
part of a trend of academic
affiliation that became almost
the rule for Boston’s
inventors. Edwin H.
Land (1909-91)
experimented
with polarized
light in his
Harvard lab
before inventing
Polaroid instant
photography. The
innovators Bolt,
Beranek, and
Newman also made
academic affiliations with the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, and they also
sent the world’s first electronic
mail message in the 1970s.

THINKERS

In addition to showing the
world how to do things,
Bostonians have always been
adept at explaining why. In
his many essays and poems,
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803—
82) first laid the philosophical
groundwork for an American
school of transcendental
religious thought. Meanwhile,
his friend and fellow Harvard
graduate Henry David
Thoreau (1817-62) wrote
many seminal works of nat-
ural philosophy. A professor
at Harvard, William James
(1842-1910) not only taught

John F. Kennedy
campaign button

psychology and physiology,
but also promulgated philo-
sophical pragmatism, the
concept that the worth of an
idea is based on its usefulness.
His student, George Santayana
(1863-1952) blossomed as
the 20th-century’s chief phi-
losopher of aesthetics.

More pragmatically, the
Harvard economist John
Kenneth Galbraith (1908—
20006) investigated the sources
of societal affluence and
advocated social policies
to put that affluence to work
for the common good.

POLITICAL LEADERS

Boston’s most infamous
politician was the “rascal
king” James Michael Curley
(1874-1958), who served
many terms as mayor and
U.S. Congressman, winning
his last election from
a jail cell. His life
was to serve as
the model for the
novel The Last
Hurrah. Boston
also gave the
country four
presidents: John
Adams (1735-1826)
and his son John
Quincy Adams
(1767-1848); the
tight-lipped ex-governor
Calvin Coolidge (1872-1933),
who rose to prominence by
crushing the Boston police
strike in 1919; and John F.
Kennedy, infamously
assassinated in Dallas
in 1963. Kennedy’s
brothers were also
prominent on the
national stage: Robert F.
Kennedy (1925-1968)
served as attorney
general and then
as senator, when he,
oo, was assassinated.
Edward M. Kennedy
(1932-2010) served for
46 years in the U.S.
Senate as a leading
advocate for social
justice. His good
friend, Thomas P.
“Tip” O'Neill (1912—
94), served as U.S.
Speaker of the House.

Author Louisa May Alcott (1832-88),
part of Boston’s reform movement

AUTHORS

America’s first published
author was Boston’s Anne
Bradstreet (1612-72). The
first published African
American author was Phillis
Wheatley (1753-84), born in
Africa, enslaved, then freed
in Boston. Her 1778 volume,
Poems on Various Subjects,
Religious and Moral, echoed
Boston authors” moral
concerns. Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow (1807-82) made
his fortune from best-selling
verse epics such as Evange-
line and Hiawatha, but made
his mark translating Dante.
Although associated with
nearby Concord, popular
novelist Louisa May Alcott
(1832-88) also lived on
Beacon Hill and was active
in Boston reform movements.
New York-born Henry James
(1843-1916) was educated at
Harvard and often returned
to Boston from his London
home, spending a lifetime
contrasting American and
European culture. Former U.S.
poet laureate Robert Pinsky
(born 1940) teaches at Boston
University, as does novelist
Leslie Epstein (born 1938).
The popular Boston-based
fictional detective Spenser is
the creation of Robert Parker
(1932-2010), and when not
hanging out with Clint
Eastwood, suspense novelist
and screenwriter Dennis
Lehane (born 1966) broods
at Fort Point Channel.
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Boston’s Architecture

Buildings followed British styles through the 1790s,
when the first American architect of note, Charles
Bulfinch, defined the Federal style. In the 19th century,
Bostonians evolved a local Victorian style, which first
embraced Greek Classicism, then French and Italian
styles. Two styles of the late 19th century, Renaissance
Revival and Richardsonian Romanesque, remained
influential through World War I. In the 20th century,
Harvard University and Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (M.LT.) attracted many leading modern
and post-modern architects, all of whom left their mark.

BOSTON GRANITE

The granite outcrops found
around Boston Harbor
provided stone for the city’s
waterfront development in the
early 19th century. Techno-
logical advances had made it
possible to cut entire columns
from single blocks of granite.

Freed from the constraints of
soft limestone or sandstone,
Alexander Parris and other
architects adopted granite as
a principal material for
markets and ware-
houses, as can be
seen for exam-
ple at Charles-
town Navy Yard
(see p115) and
Quincy Market
(see p64). Al-
though the basic
style is an adap-
tation of Greek
Revival, it also includes
modern innovations such
as iron tension rods and
laminated wooden ribs

to support copper domes.

Freestanding Federal-style
Harrison Gray Otis House

FEDERAL

Charles Bulfinch and his
protégé Asher Benjamin
adapted British Georgian
styles to create Boston’s first
signature architectural style.
Typical of this style are
freestanding mansions and
town houses, with symmet-
rical brick facades adorned
by shuttered windows, and
ground-floor windows set
in recessed arches. Entrances
are often cut from granite
slabs, featuring gently fluted
columns. The largest and
most elegant rooms of
Federal homes are usually
found on the second floor.
Some of the grander exam-
ples of Federal domestic
architecture, found mainly
on Beacon Hill, feature
ornamental ironwork and
are often crowned with octag-
onal cupolas. Chestnut Street
on Beacon Hill (see pp42-3)
represents the greatest con-
centration of Federal-style row
houses in Boston. Individual
examples of the style include
the Harrison Gray Otis House
(see p52) and the Hepzibah
Swan Houses (see p45).

Distinctive, multicolored, square
tower of Trinity Church

Granite Greek Revival
facade of Quincy Market

Renaissance Revival interior of
the Boston Public Library

RENAISSANCE REVIVAL

Charles McKim’s 1887 design
for the Boston Public Library
(see p96), conceived as a
“palace of the people,”
established Renaissance
Revival architecture as a
favorite American style for
monumental public structures.
Evenly spaced windows
and arches, adorned
by inscriptions
and sculptural
details, define
the style. Soaring,
barrel vaulted
interiors are also
featured. Bos-
ton’s Renaissance
Revival struc-
tures make ex-
tensive use of New England
and Italian marbles, carved
stucco ceilings, and carved
wood in staircases and walls.
Many of the Italian artisans
who were brought over to
execute this work stayed in
Boston, forming an elite group
within the Ttalian immigrant
community by around 1900.

RICHARDSONIAN
ROMANESQUE

America is far too young to
boast a true Romanesque
style, but Henry Hobson
Richardson effectively created
one from European inspira-
tions and American stone.
By the 1870s, the wealthy
city of Boston demanded
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more elaborate churches
than the existing sparsely
designed “boxes with
a spire.” Gothic styles,
however, were associ-
ated with medieval
Catholicism and were
unacceptable to the
Protestant heirs of the
Puritans. Richardson’s
churches provided a pleasing
alternative. Often, the build-
ing’s main components were
massed around a central
tower, as can be seen in
Boston’s most important
example of the style, Trinity
Church (see pp94-5), as

well as in the First Baptist
Church (see p92). In sharp
contrast to the Boston
Granite style, which used
many similar materials and
sharp angles, Richardson
used stones of contrasting
colors and rounded off
virtually every square edge.

Romanesque-style front portico
of the First Baptist Church

VICTORIAN

Boston’s Victorian style
largely eschews the pointed
Gothic lines of English
Victorian in favor of French
Academic, French Empire,
and various Italianate
influences. The variations

are displayed in an almost
chronological march of styles
in the Back Bay and South
End (see pp88-9), paralleling
the decade-by-decade
creation of filled land in those
neighborhoods in the second
half of the 19th century.
Earlier buildings tend to
reflect their stylistic influences
more accurately; for example,
the Italianate Gibson House
Museum (see p92) on Beacon
Street, which would have
been among the first wave
of Back Bay development.
The later town houses of

P s O

Italianate interior detail of the Victorian
Gibson House Museum

upper Newbury Street and
Massachusetts Avenue reflect
a more mature synthesis:
raised granite entrances, slate-
shingled mansard roofs, and
dormer and bay windows.
Nowhere is the transition from
early to late Victorian styles
so evident than on the walk
westward, from the center of
Boston, along Commonwealth
Avenue (see p93).

ART DECO

Most of Boston’s Art Deco
buildings are clustered
around Post Office Square
in the Financial District, with
the former Post Office (see

p65) and the New England

Telephone Building (see p65)
being the finest examples.
Essentially tall buildings of
light gray granite, they are
constructed with vertical
strips and slit windows

that elongate their forms.
Elaborate geometric steps
and surface ornament on the

upper stories help relieve
their mass. Boston Art Deco
tends also to make great use
of Greco-Roman geometric
friezes and stylized,
vegetable-inspired ornament.
Some Financial District Art
Deco buildings also feature
bas-relief murals of historic
and heroic themes. Back Bay
was once the site of many
Art Deco storefronts with
stylized Parisian pilasters and
grillwork, but only the former
quarters of Shreve, Crump &
Low Inc. on Boylston Street
(see p96) remain intact.

Modernist interior of the Kresge
Chapel, built in the 1950s

MODERNISM

The willing embrace of
Modernism at Boston

and Cambridge colleges has
graced the Boston area with
a wide range of outstanding
20th-century buildings where
simplicity of form is favored
over ornament, and

The Art Deco New England Telephone
Building, overlooking Post Office Square

expressive lines grow
out of function. When
Bauhaus director Walter
Gropius fled the Nazis
for the safety of Harvard
University, he served as
a magnet for some of
the mid-century’s great
designers and architects.
The range of styles in
Boston’s Modernist
buildings is diverse:

the poetic sculptural
grace of Eero Saarinen’s
Kresge Auditorium and
Chapel at M.L.T. (see
p109); Le Corbusier’s
Carpenter Center for
the Visual Arts (see
p111); and Josep Lluis
Sert’s International-
style Holyoke Center,
both near Harvard

Yard (see pp110-11).

313




34

INTRODUCING BOSTON

BOSTON THROUGH THE YEAR

erhaps more than in any other city €

in the U.S., Boston’s cultural

life tends to follow the
academic calendar, with the
“year” beginning when classes
commence at its many colleges
and universities in September,
and winding down a little
with the start of the summer
recess in May and June. In between is
so-called “ice cream” season, when the
warm weather causes most activities to
shift out of doors, and reading lists favor

Springtime tulips in full bloom,
Boston Public Garden

SPRING

When the weather warms,
Boston bursts into bloom.
Thousands of tulips explode
in the Public Garden, and
the magnolia trees of
Commonwealth Avenue are
sheathed in pink and white.
Spring is a season of remem-
brance, with commemorations
of events leading up to the
American Revolution. It also
marks the start of the season
for the Boston Red Sox.

MARCH

Reenactment of Boston
Massacre (early Mar), Old
State House. Marks watershed
event that turned Bostonians
against their British rulers.
New England Spring Flower
Show (mid-Mar), various
venues. Oldest annual flower
exhibition in the United States.
St. Patrick’s Day Parade
(mid-Mar), South Boston.

Model of a saint, North
End Italian Feast Days

This annual parade also
commemorates the British
evacuation of Boston during
the Revolutionary War.

APRIL

Baseball (first week), Fenway
Park. Major league season
starts for Boston Red Sox.
Annual Lantern Celebration
(Patriots Day Eve), Old North
Church. Commemorates
hanging signal lanterns

in the steeple to warn
revolutionaries.

Patriots Day Parade (third
Mon), from City Hall Plaza

to Paul Revere Mall, where
the start of Paul Revere’s
Midnight Ride is reenacted.
Boston Marathon (third
Mon), Hopkinton to Back Bay.
America’s oldest marathon.

MAY

May Fair (first Sat), Harvard
Square. International street fair.
Walk for Hunger (first Sun),
20-mile (32-km) walk, one of

fiction over more scholarly texts.
Though the cultural life of the city
tends to flourish from fall to
spring, the summer months
., do feature many of Boston’s
major carnivals, festivals,
parades, and free outdoor
concerts at the Hatch Shell
(see p92). After the students’
return to their studies in the fall, the busy
performing arts season begins, with
symphony concerts, theater, and ballet
continuing into the following spring.

the oldest and largest pledge
walks in the country, raises
funds for food banks.
Duckling Day Parade
(second Sun), Boston
Common. Parade retracing
the route of the ducklings

in Robert McCloskey’s
classic children’s storybook,
Make Way for Ducklings.
Arts First (early May),
Cambridge. More than

200 free performances of
music, theater, and dance —
all on Harvard campus.
Hidden Gardens of Beacon
Hill (third Thu), Beacon Hill.
Garden tours organized.
Lilac Sunday (third Sun),
Arnold Arboretum. More than
400 lilac bushes are in bloom.
Street Performers Festival
(late May), Faneuil Hall
Marketplace. Street musicians,
jugglers, acrobats and

other performers.

Boston Pops (May—/un),
Symphony Hall. Season
features light Classical
repertory and American
popular music.

Runners at the finish of the annual Boston Marathon, held in April
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AVERAGE DAILY HOURS OF SUNSHINE IN BOSTON Sunshine Chart
This chart shows the

average daily number
of hours of sunshine in
Boston each month. The
city enjoys long and light
summer days from June
1o August, with July being
the sunniest month. Fall
has more sunshine than
spring, but while spring
is mild, fall becomes
quite chilly. Winter days
are shorter, but many
are still clear and bright.

Nov Dec

SUMMER

When summer’s heat finally
arrives, Bostonians head
outdoors to relax on the
grassy banks of the Charles
River, along the harbor, and
in the city’s many parks. The
Hatch Shell on the Esplanade
becomes the scene of many
free open-air concerts. The
grandest celebration occurs
on the Fourth of July, with
one of the country’s greatest
fireworks displays, following Fourth of July fireworks lighting up the sky over the Charles River
an invariably rousing
performance by the Boston Charlestown. Costumed re- Annual Festival Betances
Pops Orchestra. enactments, demonstrations, (late Jul), South End. Annual
a parade, and guided tours Puerto Rican festival with

at Bunker Hill Monument. music, dance, and food.
Dragon Boat Festival
(mid-Jun), Charles River. AUGUST
Traditional Asian dragon
boat races. August Moon Festival (mid-
Cambridge River Festival Aug), Chinatown. Lion dance,
(mid-fun). Multicultural martial arts, Chinese opera.
festival on the banks of Boston Restaurant Week

the Charles River. (late Aug), Boston and
Cambridge. More than 80
JULY restaurants offer low fixed-
price lunch and dinner menus.
Summer outdoor concert at Hatch Italian Feast Days Boston Caribbean

Shell, Charles River Esplanade (Jul-Aug), North End. Carnival (third weekend),
Religious processions with Franklin Park. Extravagant
JUNE music and food take place costumes, music, food,

almost every weekend. and dancing.

Performing Arts Series Boston Harborfest (week

at the Hatch Shell (Wed of Jul 4). Features children’s
& Fri-Sun, Jun-Sep), Hatch events, concerts, harbor
Shell, Esplanade. Free out- cruises, and a Chowder-
door movies, and pop, fest on City Hall Plaza.
rock, and classical concerts. Boston Pops Annual
Scooper Bowl (early Jun), City | Fourth of July Concert

Hall Plaza. One of the largest | and Fireworks (Jul 4),

ice cream festivals in the U.S. | Esplanade. The largest
Boston Pride (mid-jun). New | of the free Boston Pops
England’s largest gay pride concerts in July.

parade and festival caps a Bastille Day (Fri before
week of celebrating diversity. | jul 14), Back Bay. Annual
Bunker Hill Weekend celebration sponsored by
(weekend before Jun 17), the French Library of Boston. | July 4th parade, Government Center
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AVERAGE MONTHLY TEMPERATURE

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Temperature Chart
This chart shows the
average minimum and
maximum temperatures
for each month in
Boston. The highest tem-
peratures of the year are
in July and August, when
it is hot and bumid.
Winters are cold, and
while they can be clear
and bright, they are also
often stormy, resulting in
wind-chill temperatures
well below freezing point.

FALL

After Labor Day, Boston’s
massive student community
returns. This time also sees
the start of seasons for the
performing arts and for
basketball and hockey. The
vivid colors of New England’s
deciduous fall trees attract
thousands of people to Boston,
on their way to backcountry
tours. Mid-November brings
cold weather and the begin-
ning of the holiday season.

SEPTEMBER

Feast of Saints Cosma &
Damiano (second weekend),
East Cambridge. Italian
festival with parade.
Cambridge Carnival
(mid-Sep). Ethnic cuisine,
music, crafts, and a colorful
parade to celebrate African
and Caribbean cultural
heritage.

BeanTown Jazz Festival
(late Sep), South End. This
event features contemporary
jazz, blues, and salsa.
Boston Fashion Week (/ate
Sep), city-wide. A variety of
events showcase Boston’s

Outdoor musical performance

Famous fiery colors of New England’s fall foliage

established couturiers and
rising fashionistas.

Boston Open Studios (Sep—
early Dec). Art communities
in Boston, including Fort
Point and the South End,
schedule studio tours.

OCTOBER

Boston Symphony Orchestra
Season (Oct=Apr). Orchestra
performs in historic
Symphony Hall.
Basketball (Oct-Apr), TD
Garden. NBA (National
Basketball Association)
season begins for the
Boston Celtics.
Hockey (Oct-Apr),
TD Garden. NHL
(National Hockey
League) season begins
for the Boston Bruins.
Columbus Day Parade
(early Oct), Parade
alternates between
East Boston (even
| years) and Downtown.
| Boston Ballet Season
(mid-Oct-May), Opera
House. Professional
repertory company
gives performances.

Head of the Charles

Regatta (second to last
Weekend Oct), Cambridge.
Rowing event featuring 1,400
boats and 3,000 athletes.
Ellis Memorial Antiques
Show (late Oct—early Nov),
various locations.

Boston International
Antiquarian Book Fair (late
Oct—early Nov), Hynes
Convention Center. One of
oldest and largest in the U.S.
Boston Jewish Film Festival
(late Oct—=mid-Nov),
contemporary films on
Jewish themes, lectures,

and discussions.

NOVEMBER

Ice Skating on Frog

Pond (mid-Nov-March),
Boston Common.

Ski and Snowboard Expo
(mid-Nov), Bayside Expo.
Sports enthusiasts prepare
for the winter season.
Veterans Day Parade

(Nov 11), Downtown.
Marching and high school
bands, and veterans’ groups
honor all those who served
in the armed forces.
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AVERAGE MONTHLY PRECIPITATION
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Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Rainfall Chart

This chart shows the
average montbly rain
and snowfall in Boston.
Precipitation levels are
Sairly constant through-
out the year, at around
3—4 inches (810 cm)
per month. During the
winter much of this falls
as snow, which stays on
the ground until March.

W Rainfall (from baseline)

| Snow (from baseline)

WINTER

Tree-lighting ceremonies
and decorated store
windows help make
Boston’s cityscape magical
at Christmas. As the old year
ends, the entire city, from
downtown to the most
remote neighborhoods,
erupts with the joy of First
Night, a worldwide institution
launched in Boston. When
the frigid weather arrives in
mid-January, Bostonians get
geared up to a busy season
of performing arts and food
and wine expositions.

DECEMBER

First Night ice sculpture

First Night (Dec 31). The
original city-wide New Year’s
Eve celebration, now an
international phenomenon.

JANUARY

CRAFTBOSTON Holiday
(mid-Dec), Boston Center for
the Arts. Top-quality juried
crafts exhibition for artistic
gift-buying.

Reenactment of the Boston
Tea Party (mid-Dec). Begins
at Old South Meeting House
and proceeds to Boston
Harbor, where this key
historical event is replayed.

Chinese New Year (late

Jan to Mar depending on
lunar calendar), China-
town. Celebration includes
parade, dragon dances,

and firecrackers.

Boston Wine Expo (late
Jan—early Feb), World Trade
Center. Two arduous days of
international wine tastings
and cooking demonstrations.

Christmas lights on a snowy Boston Common in December

FEBRUARY

Beanpot Tournament (mid-
Feb), TD Garden. Annual
college hockey tournament
between Boston College,
Boston University, North-
eastern University, and Harvard
University (see pp110-11).
Longfellow Birthday
Celebration, (late Feb),
Cambridge. Tours of Long-
fellow House, poetry readings,
and wreath-laying at the
illustrious poet’s grave.
Harvard'’s Hasty Pudding

Club Parades (variable),
Cambridge. Outrageous
Harvard theatrical club presents
Man and Woman of the Year
Awards to Hollywood celebri-
ties after cross-dressing parades
through Harvard Square.

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

New Year's Day (Jan 1)
Martin Luther King Day
(3rd Mon, Jan)
Presidents Day
(mid-Feb)

Evacuation Day (Mar 17)
(Boston only)

Patriots Day (3rd Mon,
Apr) (Middlesex and
Suffolk counties, including
Boston and Cambridge)
Memorial Day

(end May)

Bunker Hill Day

(Jun 17) (Boston only)
Independence Day

(Jul 4)

Labor Day (1st Mon, Sep)
Columbus Day

(2nd Mon, Oct)
Veterans Day (Nov 11)
Thanksgiving

(4th Thu, Nov)
Christmas Day (Dec 25)

Aerial view of Boston and waterfront [>
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BOSTON
AREA BY AREA

BEACON HILL AND WEST END 40-53

OLD BOSTON AND THE FINANCIAL
DISTRICT 54-65

NORTH END AND THE WATERFRONT 66-77

CHINATOWN AND THE THEATER
DISTRICT 78-87

BACK BAY AND SOUTH END 88-99
FARTHER AFIELD 100-119
THREE GUIDED WALKS 120-127
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BEACON HILL AND WEST END

eacon Hill was developed

from pastureland in the

1790s. The south slope,
facing Boston Common,
became the main seat of
Boston wealth and power,
while the north slope and the
land rolling down to the mouth
of the Charles River, known as
the West End, became pop-

ulated by tradesmen, servants, and desirable, and this neighborhood
free blacks. South-slope Beacon Hill

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Stained glass,
Massachusetts
State House

one of Boston’s most picturesque.

retained its cachet into the late

19th century, while the north
2 slope and West End degen-
| erated. Urban renewal in the

1950s and 1960s cleared away

the slums and coherent neigh-
borhood of the West End, while
gentrification of the north slope
made even the most modest
homes on Beacon Hill highly

Historic Streets and Squares
Beacon Street @

Charles Street @

Louisburg Square @

Mount Vernon Street @

Historic Buildings,
Churches, and Museums
Boston Athenaeum @
Hepzibah Swan Houses @
Massachusetts General Hospital @
Massachusetts State
House pp50-51 @
Museum of African American
History @
Museum of Science and
Science Park @
Nichols House Museum @
Old West Church @
Otis House Museum @
Park Street Church @

Parks and Cemeteries

Boston Common and
Public Garden
ppic-7 @

Old Granary Burying
Ground @

0 meters 250
——
0 yards

KEY

| Street-by-street map pp42-3
@ "T" station

§1 Tourist information

GETTING THERE

This area is well served by public transport-
ation. Park Street, Boylston, and Arlington “T”
stations are closest to the main sights. The area
is also served by Charles/ M.G.H. and Science
Park. Buses 43 and 55 go to Boston Common.
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Street-by-Street: Beacon Hill

From the 1790s to the 1870s, the south
! slope of Beacon Hill was Boston’s most
. sought-after neighborhood — its wealthy
elite decamped only when the more
exclusive Back Bay (see pp88-99) was
built. Many of the district’s houses were
designed by Charles Bulfinch (see p53)
and his disciples, and the south slope
Liondoor €Volved as a textbook example of Federal
knocker, architecture. Elevation and view were
Beacon St. 4] and the finest homes are either on Cobbled street, once typical of
Boston Common or perched near the top of the hill. ~ Beacon Hill
Early developers abided by a gentleman’s agree- .
ment to set houses back from the street, but the
economic depression of 1807-12 resulted in
row houses being built right out to the street.

Louisburg Square

The crowning glory E
of the Beacon Hill dis- %
trict, this square was R |
developed in the 1830s.
Today, it is still Boston's

most desirable address @

Charles Street Meeting
House was built in the
early 19th century to house
a congregation of Baptists.

KEY

= == == Suggested route

li ~ DE LUCA’'S MARKE'

s ol

Bay and
South End

STAR SIGHTS
% Chatles Street % Charles Street
This elegant street is the main shopping area * Nichols House
Jfor Beacon Hill. Lined with upscale grocers and Museum
antique stores, it also has some fine restaurants @




BEACON HILL AND WEST END

This modest museum offers an insight into the
life of Beacon Hill resident Rose Nichols, who
lived here from 1885 to 1960 @

Common

Hepzibah
Swan Houses
Elegant in their

simplicity, these three

Bulfinch-designed

houses were wedding
gifts for the daughters

of a wealthy Beacon
Hill proprietress @

BEACON HILL
] AND
WEST END

\

BACK BAY
AND
SOUTH END
LOCATOR MAP
See Street Finder map 1

0 meters 50
—T—
0 yards 50

Mount Vernon Street
Described in the 19th
century as the “most
civilized street in
America,” this is
where the developers
 of Beacon Hill (the
Mount Vernon
Proprietors) chose

to build their

own homes @

—» Massachusetts
State House

Beacon Street

The finest bhouses on Beacon Hill
were invariably built on Beacon
Street. Elegant, Federal-style
mansions, some with ornate reliefs,
overlook the city’s most beautiful
green space, Boston Common @
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Charles Street, lined with shops catering to the residents of Beacon Hill

Charles Street @

Map 1 B4. (T) Charles/MGH.

This street originally ran
along the bank of the Charles
River, although subsequent
landfill has removed it from
the riverbank by several
hundred feet. The main shop-
ping and dining area of the
Beacon Hill neighborhood,
the curving line of Charles
Street hugs the base of Beacon
Hill, giving it a quaint, village-
like air. Many of the houses
remain residential on the upper
stories, while street level and
cellar levels were converted
to commercial uses long ago.
Though most of Charles Street
dates from the 19th century,
widening in the 1920s meant
that some of the houses on
the west side acquired new
facades. The Charles Street
Meeting House, designed by
Asher Benjamin (see p32) in
1807, was built for a Baptist
congregation that practiced im-
mersion in the then adjacent
river. It is now a commercial
building. Two groups of strik-
ing Greek Revival row hous-
es are situated at the top of

Charles Street, between Revere
and Cambridge Streets. Charles
Street was one of the birth-
places of the antique trade
in the U.S. and now has more
than a dozen antique dealers.

Louisburg
Square @

Map 1 B4. (T) Charles/IMGH,
Park Street.

Home to millionaire
politicians, best-selling
authors, and corporate
moguls, Louisburg
Square is arguably
Boston’s most
prestigious address.
Developed in the
1830s as a shared
private preserve

on Beacon Hill, the
square’s tiny patch
of greenery sur-
rounded by a high
iron fence sends a
clear signal of the
square’s continued
exclusivity. On the
last private square
in the city, the
narrow Greek

Columbus Statue,
Louisburg Square

Revival bow-fronted town
houses sell for a premium
over comparable homes else-
where on Beacon Hill. Even
the on-street parking spaces
are deeded. The traditions of
Christmas Eve carol singing
and candlelit windows are said
to have begun on Louisburg
Square. A statue of Christopher
Columbus, presented by a
wealthy Greek merchant in
1850, stands at its center.

Mount Vernon
Street ©

Map 1 B4. (T) Charles/MGH,
Park Street.

In the 1890s the novelist
Henry James (see p31) called
Mount Vernon Street “the
most civilized street in
America,” and it still retains
that air of urbane culture.
Most of the developers of
Beacon Hill, who called
themselves the Mount
Vernon Proprietors, chose

to build their private homes
along this street. Architect
Charles Bulfinch (see p53)
envisioned Beacon Hill as a
district of large freestanding
mansions on spacious land-
scaped grounds, but building
costs ultimately dictated
much denser development.
The sole remaining example
of Bulfinch’s vision is the
second Harrison Gray Otis
House, built in 1800 at No.
85. The Greek Revival row
houses next door (Nos. 59—
83), graciously set back from
the street by 30 ft (9 m),
were built to replace the
single mansion belonging to
Otis’s chief devel-
opment partner,
Jonathan Mason.
The original
mansion was torn
down after Mason’s
death in 1836. The
three Bulfinch-
designed houses
at Nos. 55, 57, and
59 Mount Vernon
Street were built
by Mason for his
daughters. No. 55
was ultimately
passed on to the
Nichols family
(see p45) in 1885.
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OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES
AND THE BOSTON BRAHMINS

In 1860, Oliver Wendell Holmes (see p30) wrote that
Boston’s wealthy merchant class of the time constituted
a Brahmin caste, a “harmless, inoffensive, untitled aristo-
cracy” with “their houses by Bulfinch, their monopoly on
Beacon Street, their ancestral portraits and

Chinese porcelains, humanitarianism,
Unitarian faith in the march of the
mind, Yankee shrewdness, and New
England exclusiveness.” So keenly

did he skewer the social class that

the term has persisted. In casual

usage today, a Brahmin is someone
with an old family name, whose
finances derive largely from trust
funds, and whose politics blend
conservatism with noblesse oblige
toward those less fortunate. Boston’s
Brahmins founded most of the hospitals,
performing arts bodies and museums
of the greater metropolitan area.

Oliver Wendell
Holmes (1809-94)

strong-willed and famously
hospitable, Nichols was,
among other things, a self-
styled landscape designer who
traveled extensively around the
world to write about gardens.

Hepzibah
Swan Houses @

13, 15 & 17 Chestnut St. Map 1 B4.
Drawing room of the Bulfinch- (D) Park Street. [@) to the public.
designed Nichols House Museum
The only woman who was

ever a member of the Mount

Nichols House Vernon Proprietors (see p44),

Museum O

55 Mount Vernon St. Map 1 B4. Tel
(617) 227-6993. (T) Park Street. []
Apr-Oct: 11am—-4pm Tue-Sat; Nov—
Mar: 11am-4pm Thu-Sat. 12} s 3
www.nicholshousemuseum.org

The Nichols House Museum
was designed by Charles
Bulfinch in 1804 and offers

a rare glimpse into the tradi-
tion-bound lifestyle of Beacon
Hill. Modernized in 1830 by
the addition of a Greek Revival
portico, the house is never-
theless a superb example of
Bulfinch’s domestic architec-
ture. It also offers an insight
into the life of a true Beacon
Hill character. Rose Standish
Nichols moved into the house
aged 13 when her father pur-
chased it in 1885. She left it as
a museum in her will in 1960.
A woman ahead of her time,

Mrs. Swan had these houses
built by Bulfinch as wedding
presents for her
daughters in 18006,
1807 and 1814. Some
of the most elegant
and distinguished
houses on Chestnut
Street, they are backed
by Bulfinch-designed
stables that face onto
Mount Vernon Street.
The deeds restrict the
height of the stables
to 13 ft (4 m) so that
her daughters would
still have a view over
Mount Vernon Street.
In 1863-65, No. 13
was home to Dr.
Samuel Gridley Howe,
abolitionist and edu-
cational pioneer who,
in 1833, founded the
first school for the
blind in the U.S.

Beacon Street @

Map 1 B4. (T) Park Street.

Beacon Street is lined with
urban mansions facing Boston
Common. The 1808 William
Hickling Prescott House at

No. 55, designed by Asher
Benjamin, offers tours of rooms
decorated in Federal, Victorian,
and Colonial Revival styles.
The American Meteorological
Society occupies No. 45,
which was built as Harrison
Gray Otis’s last and finest
house, with 11 bedrooms and
an elliptical room behind the
front parlor where the walls
and doors are curved. The
elite Somerset Club stands

at Nos. 42-43 Beacon Street.
In the 1920s to 1940s, Irish
Catholic mayor James Michael
Curley would lead election
night victory marches to the
State House, pausing at the
Somerset to taunt the Boston
Brahmins within. The Parkman
House at No. 33 is now a
city-owned meeting center. It
was the home of Dr. George
Parkman, who was murdered
by Harvard professor and
fellow socialite Dr. John
Webster in 1849. Boston society
was torn apart when Webster
was sentenced to be hanged.

T# William Hickling

Prescott House

55 Beacon St. Tel (617) 742-3190.
[] May-Oct: noon-4pm Wed, Thu,

Sat. 13 v 4

Elegant Federal-style houses on Beacon
Street, overlooking Boston Common
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Boston Common and Public Garden @

Acquired by Boston in 1634 from first settler William

Blackstone, the 48-acre (19-ha) Boston Common

served for two centuries as common pasture, military

drill ground, and gallows site. British troops camped

here during the 1775-76 military occupation. As Boston

grew in the 19th century, the Boston Common became

a center for open-air civic activity and remains so to

this day. By contrast, the 24-acre (10-ha) Public Garden

is more formal. When the Charles River mudflats were

first filled in the 1830s, a succession of

landscape plans were plotted for the - = _ _—
Public Garden before the city chose The Public Garden, a popular green
the English-style garden scheme of space in the heart of the city
George F. Meacham in 1869. . .

The lagoon was added to Make Way for Ducklings

the garden two years later. {8 Based on the classic children’s

. story by Robert McCloskey, this Ll

- sculpture is of a duck '

~ ¥ and ber brood of M
' ducklings. “

The Ether Monument
memorializes the first
use of anaesthesia

Washington Statue

Cast by Thomas Ball from
bronze, with a solid granite
base, this is one the finest
memorial statues in Boston.
It was dedicated in 1869.

Statue
of Edward
Everett Hale

The Swan Boats,
originally inspired by
Wagner’s Lobengrin,

Lagoon Bridge

This miniature, ornamental bridge over the

Public Garden lagoon was designed by William ::I':r‘z:; T e @ (s
G. Preston in 1869 in a moment of whimsy. William Ellery of the Public Garden

The lagoon it “spans” was constructed in 1861. Channing lake since 1877.
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* Shaw Memorial

This relief immortalizes the
Civil War’s 54th regiment of
Massachusetts Infantry, the
first free black regiment in
the Union Army, and their
white colonel Robert Shaw.

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

Map 1 B4. (T) Park Street,
Boylston St, Arlington. [} 24 hrs.
Visitors' Center 148 Tremont
St (617) 426-3115. D 8:30am-
5pm Mon—Fri, 9am-5pm Sat &
Sun. Times vary in winter. Swan
Boats Boston Public Garden. Tel
(617) 522-1966. D mid-Apr-
The Soldiers and Sailors Monument, mid-Sep: 10am~5pm daily. Times

erected in 1877, features prominent .. mayvary. 4 www.swanboats.

Bostonians from the time %% com; www.bostonusa.com
of the Civil War. =

B
M

*\ Blackstone
- O~ Memorial
— Tablet recalls
the purchase
of the common
in 1634 and is
cited as proof
street  that it belongs
subway  to the people.

Brewer Fountain was pur-
chased at the 1867 Paris Expo.

Visitors’ Center

Parkman Bandstand
This bandstand was built
in 1912 to memorialize
George F. Parkman, who
bequeathed $5 million
forthe care of Boston
Common and other
parks in the city.

Central

Burying Ground

This graveyard, which
dates from 1756, holds
the remains of many

0 meters
—— E—
0 yards 100

STAR FEATURES

% Shaw Memorial

% George Washington
Statue

M British and American

casualties from the
Battle of Bunker Hill
(see p20). The por-
traitist Gilbert Stuart
is also buried here.
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Park Street Church at the corner of Tremont and

Park Streets, near Boston Common

Park Street
Church @

1 Park St. Map 1 C4. Tel (617)
523-3383. (T) Park Street.

D mid-Jun-Aug: 9am-4pm Tue—fri,
9am-3pm Sat; Sep-mid-Jun:

by appointment. g2
www.parkstreet.org

Park Street Church’s 217-ft
(65-m) steeple has punctuated
the intersection of Park and
Tremont Streets since its
dedication in 1810. Designed
by English architect Peter
Banner, who adapted a
design by the earlier English
architect Christopher Wren,
the church was commissioned
by parishioners wanting to
establish a Congregational
church in the heart of Boston.
The church was, and still
remains, one of the city’s
most influential pulpits.
Contrary to popular belief,
the sermons of Park Street
ministers did not earn the
intersection the nickname
of “Brimstone Corner.”
Rather, the name came

about during the
War of 1812 when
the U.S. and Britain
were in conflict
over British restric-
tions on trade and
freedom of the seas,
as well as the U.S.’s
ties with Napoleonic
France. The U.S.
militia, based in
Boston, stored its
gunpowder in the
church basement as
safekeeping against
bombardment from
the British navy,
hence the nickname.
Park Street
Church later
became famous
throughout the
islands of the Pacific,
when in 1819 the
church sent a num-
ber of Congrega-
tional missionaries
to carry the Gospel
to Pacific islanders
from a base in the
Hawaiian Islands. In
1829, William Lloyd
Garrison (1805-79),
a firebrand of the
movement to
abolish slavery, gave his
first abolition speech from
the Park Street pulpit, while
in 1849 a speech called The
War System of Nations was
addressed to the American
Peace Society by Senator
Charles Sumner. Much later,
in 1893, the anthem America
the Beautiful by Katharine
Lee Bates debuted at a
Sunday service. Today the
church continues to be
involved in religious,
political, cultural, and
humanitarian activities.

Old Granary
Burying Ground @

Tremont Street. Map 1 C4.
(D) Park Street. [ ] 9am-5pm daily.

Named after the early
colonial grain storage facility
that once stood on the
adjacent site of Park Street
Church, the Granary Burying
Ground dates from 1660.
Buried here were three
important signatories to the
Declaration of Independence
(see p21) — John Hancock,
Samuel Adams, and Robert
Treat Paine, along with
Benjamin Franklin’s parents,
merchant-philanthropist Peter
Faneuil, and some victims of
the Boston Massacre.

The orderly array of grave-
stones, often featured in films
and television shows set in
Boston, is the result of mod-
ern groundskeeping. Few
stones, if any, mark the actual
burial site of the person
memorialized. In fact, John
Hancock may not be here
at all. On the night he was
buried in 1793, grave robbers
cut off the hand with which
he had signed his name to
the Declaration of Independ-
ence, and some scholars
believe that the rest of the
body was later spirited away
during 19th-century construct-
ion work. Although many
heroes of the Revolution are
still known to be buried here,
Paul Revere, one of Boston’s
most famous sons, was nearly
denied the honor because the
cemetery was technically full
when he died in 1818. The
city made an exception,
and he was able to join his
comrades in perpetuity.

Old Granary Burying Ground, final resting place for Revolutionary heroes
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Stone frieze decoration on the 19th-century,

Renaissance Revival-style Att

Boston
Athenaeum ©

10%2 Beacon St. Map 1 C4. Tel (617)
227-0270. (T) Park Street. [ ]
8:30am-5:30pm Mon-Fri (to 8pm
Mon & Wed), Sep-May: 9am-4pm
Sat. 3 www.bostonathenaeum.org

Organized in 1807, the
collection of the Boston
Athenaeum quickly became
one of the country’s leading
private libraries. Sheep farmer
Edward Clarke Cabot won the
1846 design competition to
house the library, with plans
for a gray sandstone building
based on Palladio’s Palazzo
da Porta Festa in Vicenza, a
building Cabot knew from a
book in the Athenacum’s

collection. The building
. reopened in fall 2002
after extensive reno-
vations. Among the
Athenaeum’s major
holdings are the
personal library that
once belonged to
George Washington
and the theological
library supplied by
King William III of
England to the King’s
Chapel (see p58). In
its early years the
Athenaeum was Boston’s
chief art museum; when the
Museum of Fine Arts was
proposed, the Athenaeum
graciously donated much of
its art, including unfinished
portraits of George and
Martha Washington purchased
in 1831 from the widow of
the painter Gilbert Stuart.
Non-members of the
Athenaeum may visit only
the first floor of the building,
an area that includes the
art gallery (with changing
exhibitions) and several
reading rooms.

Massachusetts
State House ®

See pp52-3.

BLACK HERITAGE TRAIL

In the first U.S. census in 1790,
Massachusetts was the only state
to record no slaves. During the
19th century, Boston'’s substantial
free African American commu-
nity lived principally on the
north slope of Beacon Hill and
in the adjacent West End. The
Black Heritage Trail links sev-
eral key sites, ranging from the
African Meeting House to private
homes that are not open to
visitors. Among them are the 1797 George Middleton House
(Nos. 5-7 Pinckney Street), the oldest standing house built
by African Americans on Beacon Hill, and the Lewis and
Harriet Hayden House (No. 66 Phillips Street). Escaped
slaves, the Haydens made their home a haven for runaways
in the “Underground Railroad” of safe houses between the
South and Canada. The walking tour also leads through mews
and alleys, like Holmes Alley at the end of Smith Court,
once used by fugitives to flee professional slave catchers.

Free tours of the Black Heritage Trail are led by National
Park Service rangers — (617) 742-5415 — from Memorial Day
weekend to Labor Day, 10am, noon, and 2pm Monday to
Saturday, leaving from the Shaw Memorial. Tours are at
2pm Mon-Sat or by appointment the rest of the year.

Holmes Alley, once an escape
route for slaves on the run

Museum of
African American
History ®

46 Joy St. Map 1 C3.

Tel (617) 725-0022. (T) Park Street.
[ 10am-4pm Mon-Sat.

public hols. 73 (3

www.afroammuseum.org

Built from town house plans
by Asher Benjamin (see p32),
using salvaged materials, the
African Meeting House was
dedicated in 1806 and is the
centerpiece of the museum.
The U.S.’s oldest black church
building, it was the political
and religious center of Boston’s
African American society. Cato
Gardner, a native African,
raised $1,500 toward the
eventual $7,700 to build the
church and is honored with
an inscription above the
entrance. The interior is plain
and simple but rang with the
oratory of some of the 19th
century’s most fiery abolition-
ists: from Sojourner Truth and
Frederick Douglass to William
Lloyd Garrison (see p30), who
founded the New England
Anti-Slavery Society in 1832.
The meeting house basement
was Boston’s first school for
African American children
until the adjacent Abiel Smith
School was built in 1831.
When segregated education
was barred in 1855, however,
the Smith School closed. The
meeting house became an
Hasidic synagogue in the
1890s, as most of Boston’s
African American community
moved to Roxbury and
Dorchester. The synagogue
closed in the 1960s, and in
1987 the building reopened
as the linchpin site on the
Black Heritage Trail.

Abiel Smith School, where Boston’s
free blacks received an education
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Massachusetts State House @

The cornerstone of the Massachusetts State
House was laid on July 4, 1795, by Samuel
Adams and Paul Revere. Completed on January
11, 1798, the Charles Bulfinch-designed center
of state government served as a model for the
U.S. Capitol Building in Washington and as

an inspiration for many of the state capitols
around the country. Later additions were made,
but the original building remains the archetype
of American government buildings. Its dome,
sheathed in copper and gold, serves as the
zero mile marker for Massachusetts, making

it, as Oliver Wendell Holmes (see p45)
remarked, “the hub of the universe.”

The Great Hall

is the latest addition to the State
House. Built in 1990, it is lined with
marble and topped by a glass dome,
and is used for state functions.

% House of Representatives

This elegant oval chamber was built for

the House of Representatives in 1895. The
Sacred Cod, which now hangs over the
gallery, came to the State House when it first
opened in 1798, and it has since hung over
any place where the representatives have met.

Main Staircase
Beautiful stained-glass
windows decorate the ;
main staircase. The win- g
dows illustrate the many
varied state seals of
Massachusetts: from its
time as a colony through
to modern statebood.

STAR SIGHTS

* Nurses Hall The wings of the State
House, thought by many
* House of to sit incongruously with
Representatives the rest of the structure,
were added in 1917.
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Hall of Flags
Flags carried into battle by .
regiments from the state of ?6‘3;’;)0;2';'”3'6";29 ! gA'kTSetl :
Massachusetts are boused o IOam;3‘30;.)rr(J-DM§l: F”,’ee :
here. NJey are“ dlsp lay ed (reservations recommended).
beneath a stained-glass I3 wwwi.sec state.ma.usftrs
skylight depicting seals of
the original 13 colonies.

VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

% Nurses Hall
This marble hall is lined with murals
depicting critical events leading up
to the American Revolution. The
name derives from the statue of
an army nurse here, erected to
honor all the nurses who took
part in the Civil War.

Administrative offices
can be found on the
upper floors of the
building.

The dome was sheathed in
copper in 1802 to prevent
water leakage, and,
in 1872, gilded in
23-carat gold.

Doric Hall
George Washington is
among the bistorical
figures represented here.
The center doors of the
ball are only ever opened
for a state governor at the
end of bis term or for a
visiting bead of state.

o

Senate Chamber

Priorto 1895, this was the
meeting chamber of the House of
Representatives. Situated directly
beneath the State House’s magnifi-
cent dome, the chamber features
a beautiful sunburst ceiling, also
designed by Charles Bulfinch.
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Flamboyantly decorated dining room of the Otis House Museum

Otis House
Museum ®

141 Cambridge St. Map 1 C3.
Tel (617) 227-3956.

(T) Charles/MGH, Government
Center. [] 11am-4:30pm
Wed-sun. 173 s 4

www.historicnewengland.org

Designed by Charles Bulfinch
for Harrison Gray Otis, co-
developer of Beacon Hill

(see pp42-3) and Boston’s
third mayor, this 1796 town
mansion was built to serve
the needs of a young man on
the way up in Federal Boston.
Descended from both British
colonial administrators and
Boston revolutionary patriots,
Otis took a practical view of
local government that paved
the way for Boston’s develop-
ment as a powerhouse of
international trade and
finance. Having already
made a fortune in the land
development of Beacon Hill,
Otis commissioned this home
as a showpiece, where he
could entertain. It was the
first of three homes Bulfinch
designed for him.

After Otis moved out, the
house fell on hard times as
the West End neighborhood
around it absorbed successive
waves of immigration, and
tenements replaced single
family homes. By the 1830s
the Otis house was serving
as a ladies” Turkish bath
and later became a patent

medicine shop before ending
up as a boarding house.
Historic New England saved
the building in 1916 and
established its headquarters
here. A gallery in the house
depicts the time when the
building was a boarding
house in the 1950s.

Visitors who tour the Otis
house, now restored to the
way it looked in around 1800,
are often surprised by the
bright, even gaudy, style of
decoration. Although the
rooms were initially decorated

Red-brick facade of Asher
Benjamin’s Old West Church

in the muted Williams-
burg Colonial style,
subsequent art
history detective
work revealed that
Bostonians had much
more flamboyant taste
than, for example, the
wealthy Virginians.
Thus, the house has
been restored with
touches typical of such
upper-class aspirations.
The wallpaper in the
main entrance has a
border of scenes from
Pompeii and scores of
lithographs showing
views of European
cities. The colors
throughout the rest of
the house are bright,
and gilt detail flashes
from moldings and furniture.
An architectural walking
tour of Beacon Hill begins at
the Otis House. It runs from
May until the end of October.

Old West
Church @

131 Cambridge St. Map 1 C3.
Tel (617) 227-5088. (T) Charles/
MGH, Bowdoin. [[] for Sunday
worship. [l 77am Sun. g

www.oldwestchurch.org

A wood-frame church built on
this site in 1737 was used as a
barracks for British soldiers
during the occupation of
Boston (see pp20-21) in

the period just prior to the
American Revolution. The
British later razed the original
church in 1775, since they
suspected revolutionary sym-
pathizers of using the steeple
to signal Continental Army
troops across the Charles
River. Many of the church’s
timbers were used to con-
struct the African Meeting
House (see p49). Asher
Benjamin (see p32), a

protégé of Charles Bulfinch,
designed the current red-brick
structure, erected in 1806.
The swag-ornamented clocks
on the sides of the tower are
distinctive landmarks, while
inside there is a superb Fisk
tracker-action pipe organ,
This organ is often played

in classical organ concerts
and in recordings.
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Massachusetts
General Hospital ®

Cambridge & Fruit Sts. Map 1 B2.
Tel (617) 726-8363. @ Charles/MGH.
[ 24 hrs daily. Bulfinch Pavilion
and Ether Dome [] 9am-8pm
Mon-Fri. [ (3 self-guided tour
brochure available at information
desk. www.massgeneral.org/vep

The sprawling complex

of Massachusetts General
Hospital covers the original
site of Harvard Medical
School, with which it remains
affiliated as one of the world’s
leading teaching and research
hospitals. The main hospital
building, the George R. White
Memorial Building, is a massive
Art Deco structure from 1939,
largely hidden from Cambridge
Street by other buildings. The
most interesting structure on
the campus is the Bulfinch

Pavilion and Ether
Dome, which was
Charles Bulfinch’s
last Boston
commission (1818).
Alexander Parris,
who succeeded
Bulfinch as the
city’s leading archi-
tect, was involved
in preparing the
drawings for

this innovative
“modern” hospital
built of local
Chelmsford granite.
The operating theater, with
seating for observers, is set
beneath a skylit dome. In
1840, the use of ether as a
surgical general anesthetic was
first demonstrated here. A free
tour of the hospital is offered
at 12:30pm on the third Friday
of each month (Jan—Nov,
reservations are required).

CHARLES BULFINCH

Born in 1763 in Boston, Charles Bulfinch (see p32) was
among America’s first professional architects and one of the
most influential. He rose to prominence with his 1795 plan for
the Massachusetts State House (see pp50-51), and went on
to design many of the neighboring mansions on Beacon Hill.
His own forays into real estate development cast him into
bankruptcy, but he continued to enjoy the steady patronage
of Boston’s wealthiest citizens for his elegant yet boldly
confident house designs. These patrons also helped him
secure many public commissions, including the renovation
of St. Stephen’s Church in the North End (see p72) and the
enlargement of Faneuil Hall (see p63). His application of
local granite building stone to the Massachusetts General
Hospital surgical pavilion laid out principles later followed
by Alexander Parris and others as they forged the Boston
Granite style of architecture, exemplified by Quincy Market
(see p64) and Charlestown Navy Yard (see p115). Bulfinch
left Boston in 1818 to assume direction of the construction
of the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, DC.

-guluj::!

19th-century view of Massachusetts State House from Boston Common

Charles Bulfinch’s Ether Dome, part of the
Massachusetts General Hospital

Museum of Science
and Science Park ®

Science Park. Map 1 B2.

Tel (617) 723-2500. (T) Science
Park. [ 9am-5pm Mon-Thu &
Sat-Sun (Jul-early Sep: 9am—-7pm),
9am-9pm Fri. |@) Thanksgiving,
Dec 25. 13 WWW.mos.org

The Museum of Science
straddles the Charles River
atop the inactive flood control
dam that sits at the mouth
of the Charles River. The
museum itself was built in
1951, but Science Park has
taken shape around it since,
virtually obscuring the dam
structure with theater and
planetarium buildings and

a massive parking garage.

With more than 550 inter-
active exhibits covering
natural history, medicine,
astronomy, and the wonders
of the physical sciences, the
Science Museum is oriented
to families with children. In
1999 the museum absorbed
the holdings of Boston’s
Computer Museum, one of the
first of its kind in the world.

The Mugar Omni Theater
contains a five-story domed
screen with multi-dimensional
sound system with wrap-
around sound, and shows
mostly educational films,
usually with a natural
science theme. The Charles
Hayden Planetarium offers
daily shows about stars,
planets, and other celestial
phenomena.

An extensive array of edu-
cational toys can be bought
from the museum’s shop,
while the food court has
a number of concessions
catering to children’s tastes.




@@

— ﬁ] — 1||14I.

Jf mﬁr{mﬁ@ﬂaﬂﬁﬂg

s e

o )
BRoirat
Sy

—1

e ST T =

¢
A
R

1
Bl ..m
R el

/
\

i a ] ..r.
r_‘l 1
il
{1 -
s

~

ﬂy : -

H,..ﬂ.._




BOSTON AREA BY AREA

OLD BOSTON AND THE
FINANCIAL DISTRICT

his is an area of Boston where century, modernist-style City Hall

old and new sit one on top of = and Government Center, while

the other. Some of its o tothe eastis the city’s bustling
sights, situated in the older ? Financial District. This once
part of the district closest to - A formed part of Boston’s harbor
Boston Common, predate the @ 2% __ . waterfront, a district built on
American Revolution (see r_ﬁ@’ mercantile wealth. Today, the
pp20-21). Much of what can British Lion,  wharves and warehouses have
be seen today, though, was ©45@eHeuse o0n replaced by skyscrapers
built more recently. The north of the belonging to banks, insurance com-
district is home to Boston’s late 20th- panies, and high-tech industries.

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Historic Streets and Squares
Blackstone Block @
Post Office Square @

Historic Buildings
and Churches
Boston City Hall @
Center Plaza @
Custom House @
Faneuil Hall @
Government Center @
King’s Chapel and
Burying Ground @
New England Telephone
Building @
0ld City Hall @
Old Corner Bookstore @
Old South Meeting
House @
Old State House pp60-61 @
Omni Parker House @ (1]
Quincy Market @ Ve R
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[0 Street-by-street map pp56-7
(@ “T" station

DEVONSHIRE @ STREE

I} Tourist information

GETTING THERE

This area is well served by public transportation.
Bowdoin, Government Center, State, and Haymarket “T”
stations are located at the heart of the district. The area is
also served by buses 6, 7, 92, 93, 352, 353, 354, and 355.

<] Custom House, Boston’s original skyscraper and one of the most distinctive buildings on the city skyline
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Street-by-Street: Colonial Boston

An important part of Boston’s Freedom Trail
(see pp124-7) runs through this historic
core of the city, the site of which predates
American Independence. Naturally, the area
is now dominated by 19th- and 20th-century
development, but glimpses of a colonial past
are prevalent here and there in the Old State
House, King’s Chapel and its adjacent burying
ground, and the Old South Meeting House. :
Newer buildings of interest include the Omni  irish Famine memorial,
Parker House, as well as the towering Washington Street
skyscrapers of Boston’s financial district,
located on the northwest edges of this area.
Government
Center
% King’s Chapel
and Burying Ground
A church bas stood
here since 1688,
though the current
building dates from
1749. The adjacent
cemetery is the resting
place of some of the
most important figures §
in U.S. history @

Omni Parker House

This hotel (see p133) first opened
its doors in 1855, then under-
went many renovations. Famed
Jor its opulence, in the 19th
century the hotel also gained a 0 yards
reputation as a meeting place for
Boston intellectuals. The current
building was erected in 1927 @

0 meters

STAR SIGHTS

% Old South
Meeting House

Old City Hall % Old State House
This building served
as Boston’s City Hall from % King's Chapel and
1865 to 1969. Today it Burying Ground
houses a steak house @
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% Old State House
Once the seat of the
British colonial gov-
ernment, the Old
State House is now a

museum nestling |

among the skyscrapers

Downtown Crossing /

New England
Aquarium
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NORTH END
AND THE
WATERFRONT

oLD
BOSTON
AND THE
INANCIAL
BEACON DISTRICT

HILL AND
WEST END

LOCATOR MAP
See Street Finder maps 1 & 2

0Old Corner Bookstore
Dating back to 1718,
this building once
housed an apothecary
before becoming a
literary gathering place
as a bookstore and
publishing company @

% Old South

Meeting House

Built in 1729, this church
later became a focal point

Jor protest during the run-up

to the American Revolution.
Today, visitors can hear
reenactments of the debates
that once raged here @

KEY

== == « Suggested route
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Omni Parker
House @

60 School St. Map 1 C4.

Tel (617) 227-8600. (T) Park
Street, State, Government Center.
www.omnihotels.com

Harvey D. Parker, raised on
a farm in Maine, became so
successful as the proprietor
of his Boston restaurant that
he achieved his ambition of
expanding the property into
a first-class, grand hotel. His
Parker House opened in
1855, with a facade clad in
white marble, standing five
stories high, and featuring the
first passenger elevator ever
seen in Boston. It underwent
several, rapid transformations
during its early years, with
additions made to the main
structure in the 1860s and a
10-story, French chateau-style
annex completed later that
century. The building saw
many successive transform-
ations, and its latest 14-story
incarnation has stood across
from King’s Chapel on School
Street since 1927.

This hotel attained an
instant reputation for
luxurious accommodations
and fine, even lavish, dining,
typified by 11-course menus
prepared by a French chef.

Simply decorated, pure white interior of King’s Chapel on Tremont Street

Among Parker House’s many
claims to fame are its Boston
Cream Pie, which was first
created here, and the word
“scrod,” a uniquely Bostonian
term for the day’s freshest
seafood, still in common
usage. Two former Parker
House employees later
became recognized for quite
different careers. Vietnamese
revolutionary leader Ho Chi
Minh worked in the hotel’s
kitchens around 1915, while
black activist Malcolm X was
a busboy in Parker’s Restau-
rant in the 1940s.

PARKER HOUSE GUESTS
Boston’s reputation as the
“Athens of America” was
widely acknowledged when
members of a distinguished
social club began meeting for
lengthy dinners and lively
intellectual exchanges in 1857.
Their get-togethers took place
on the last Saturday of every

hotel. Regular participants
included New England’s literary
elite (see pp30-31): Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, Ralph
Waldo Emerson, Nathaniel
Hawthorne, and Henry David

month at Harvey Parker’s fancy

John Wilkes Booth, infamous
Parker House guest

Thoreau, to name a few. Charles

Dickens participated while staying at the Parker House during
his American speaking tours, and used his sitting-room mirror
to rehearse the public readings he gave at Tremont Temple
next door. The mirror now hangs on a mezzanine wall. In
1865, actor John Wilkes Booth, in town to see his brother,
a fellow thespian, stayed at the hotel and took target practice
at a nearby shooting gallery. Ten days later, at Ford’s Theatre
in Washington, he pulled a pistol and shot Abraham Lincoln.

King’s Chapel and
Burying Ground @

58 Tremont St. Map 1 C4.

Tel (617) 523-1749. (‘D Park Street,
State, Government Center. D

late May-mid-Sep: 10am-4pm Mon,
Thu, Fri, Sat, 10am-11:15am &
1:30pm—4pm Tue & Wed, 1:30pm-
4pm Sun, mid-Sep-late May: call for
opening hours. Hours subject to
change during ongoing restoration.
Music Recitals 72:75pm Tue.

E3 77am Sun, 12:15pm Wed.
www.kings-chapel.org

British crown officials were
among those who attended
Anglican services at the first
chapel on this site, which was
built in 1688. When New
England’s governor decided
a larger church was needed,
the present granite edifice —
begun in 1749 — was
constructed around the
original wooden chapel,
which was dismantled and
heaved out the windows of
its replacement. After the
Revolution, the congregation’s
religious allegiance switched
from Anglican to Unitarian.
The sanctuary’s raised pulpit
— dating from 1717 and shaped
like a wine glass — is one of
the oldest in the U.S. High
ceilings, open arches, and
clear glass windows enhance
the sense of spaciousness and
light. The bell inside the King'’s
Chapel is the largest ever cast
by Paul Revere (see p21).

The adjacent cemetery is
the oldest in Boston.
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Old City
Hall

45 School St. Map 2 D4.
(T) Park Street, State,
Government Center.

A fine example of French
Second Empire architectural
gaudiness, this was Boston’s
City Hall from 1865 to 1969 —
it was superseded by the
rakishly modern New City
Hall structure at nearby
Government Center (see
p62). The renovated 19th-
century building now
features a steak house.

Previous occupants have
included such flamboyant
mayors as Honey “Fitz”
Fitzgerald (see p25) and
James Michael Curley.
Statues here memorialize
Josiah Quincy, Boston’s
second mayor and after
whom Quincy Market is
named, as well as Benjamin
Franklin, who was born on
nearby Milk Street.

19th-century French-style facade of
Boston’s Old City Hall

Old Corner
Bookstore O

1 School St. Map 2 D4. (T) Park
Street, State, Government Center.

A dormered gambrel roof
crowns this brick landmark,
which opened as Thomas
Crease’s apothecary shop in
1718 and was reestablished as
the Old Corner Bookstore in
1829. Moving in 16 years
later, the Ticknor & Fields
publishing company became
a gathering place for a
notable roster of authors:

Emerson, Hawthorne,
Longfellow, Thoreau,
carly feminist writer
Margaret Fuller, and
Uncle Tom'’s Cabin
novelist Harriet Beecher
Stowe. The firm is often
credited with carving
out the first distinctively
American literature. The
carliest editions of the
erudite Atlantic Monthly
periodical were also

The Old Corner Bookstore, considered by

printed here under editor some to be the cradle of American literature

James Russell Lowell,

before he handed the reins
over to William Dean Howells.
Julia Ward Howe’s rousing
tribute to American Civil War
bravado, The Battle Hymn of
the Republic, first appeared in
the Atlantic’s February 1862
issue. Although no publishing
activities take place here,

the Old Corner Bookstore
remains a touchstone of
American literary history.

Old South
Meeting House @

310 Washington St. Map 2 D4.
Tel (617) 482-6439. (‘D Park Street,
State, Government Center. [ ] Apr—
Oct: 9:30am-5pm daily; Nov—-Mar:
10am-4pm daily. 17 &

www.oldsouthmeetinghouse.org

Built in 1729 for Puritan
religious services, this edifice,
with a tall octagonal steeple,
had colonial Boston’s biggest
capacity for town meetings —
a fact capitalized upon by a
group of rebellious rabble-
rousers calling themselves
the Sons of Liberty (see
p20). Their outbursts against
British taxation and other
royal annoyances drew
increasingly large and
vociferous crowds to the
pews and upstairs galleries.
During a candlelit protest
rally on December 16 1773,
fiery speechmaker Samuel
Adams flashed the signal that
led to the Boston Tea Party
(see p75) down at Griffin’s
Wharf several hours later.
The British retaliated by
turning Old South into an
officers’ tavern and stable
for General John Burgoyne’s
17th Lighthorse Regiment
of Dragoons. In 1877, the
budding Historic Preservation

Movement saved the building
from destruction and created
a museum. Displays, exhibits,
and a multimedia presen-
tation entitled Voices of
Protest relive those raucous
days as well as more recent
occurrences well into the 20th
century. The Meeting House
offers a series of lectures
covering a wide range of New
England topics and also holds
chamber music concerts and
other musical performances.
There is a shop downstairs
containing a broad selection
of merchandise, which in-
cludes the ubiquitous tins
of “Boston Tea Party” tea.
Directly across Washington
Street, sculptor Robert Shure’s
memorial to the 1845-49 Irish
Potato Famine was added to
the small plaza here in 1998.

Old South Meeting House, in stark
contrast to the modern city
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Old State House 0

Dwarfed by the towers of the Financial

District, this was the seat of British

colonial government between 1713 and

1776. The royal lion and unicorn still dec-

orate each corner of the eastern facade.

After independence, the Massachusetts

legislature took possession of the build-

ing, and it has had many uses since,

including produce market, merchants’

exchange, Masonic lodge, and Boston y

City Hall. Its wine cellars now function e ——

as a downtown subway station. The 0ld State House amid the sky-
Old State House houses two floors of scrapers of the Financial District
Bostonian Society memorabilia and a

sound and light show about the

Boston Massacre (see p20).

A gold sculpture of an eagle,
symbol of America, can be
seen on the west facade.

West Facade

A Latin inscription, relating
to the first Massachusetts
Bay colony, runs around
the outside of this crest. The
relief in the center depicts
a local Native American.

Entrance

4 _ - =+ % Central Staircase
Keayne Hall : ) : & A fine example of 18th-
This is named after Robert - iy L B century workmanship,
Keayne who, in 1658, gave ; { the central spiral stair-
£300 to the city so that the & s | case has two beautifully
Town House, predating the . crafted wooden hand-
Old State House, could be built. Ry 4 rails. It is one of the few
Exbhibits in the room depict i Rime - such staircases still in
events from the Revolution. i3 B existence in the U.S.
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SITE OF THE BOSTON MASSACRE

A circle of cobblestones below the
balcony on the eastern facade of
the Old State House marks the
site of the Boston Massacre (see
pp20-21). After the Boston Tea
Party (see p75), this was one
of the most inflammatory events

the Boston Massacre  colonists taunted British guardsmen
with insults, rocks, and snowballs.

of articles relating to the Boston Massacre are exhibited
inside the Old State House, including a musket found

leading up to the American Revolution.
Cobbled circle: site of On March 5, 1770, an unruly mob of

The soldiers opened fire, killing five colonists. A number

near the site and a coroner’s report detailing the incident.

The tower is a classic example of Colonial
style. In 18th-century paintings and engravings
it can be seen clearly above the Boston skyline.

British Unicorn and Lion
A royal symbol of Britain,
the original lion and unicorn
were pulled down when news §
of the Declaration of In-
dependence reached
Boston in 1776.

VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

Washington & State Sts. Map 2
D4. Tel (617) 720-1713. ® State.
[ 9am-5pm daily (to 4pm Jan,
6pm Jul-Aug). @) Jan 1, Thanks-

giving, Dec 25. 17 i A ]

% East Facade

This facade bas seen
many changes. An earlier
clock from the 1820s was
removed in 1957 and re-
placed with an 18th-century
replica of the sundial that
once hung bere. The clock
has now been reinstated.

STAR SIGHTS
* East Facade

The Declaration of
Independence was read from this

balcony in 1776. In the 1830s, when
the building was City Hall, the bal-
cony was enlarged to two tiers.

% Central Staircase

Council Chamber

Once the chambers for the
royal governors, and from
1780 chambers for the first
governor of Massachusetts
(Jobn Hancock), this room
has seen many key events.
Among them were numer-
ous impassioned speeches
made by Boston patriots.
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Center Plaza @

Cambridge St. Map 1 C3.
(D) Government Center.

Downtown’s old, irregular
street pattern has given rise
to some unusual buildings,
including the Center Plaza,
which was designed

in the mid-1960s by Welton
Beckett & Associates. It was
designed specifically to follow
the long curve of the existing
Cambridge Street, and the
low-slung office complex

is often referred to as a
“skyscraper laid sideways.”
Shops and restaurants run

at street level along Center
Plaza’s sidewalk arcade, on
the Government Center side,
while the plaza behind
incorporates some much
older city center buildings.

Curved, Modernist structure of
Center Plaza, on Cambridge Street

Boston City Hall ©

City Hall Plaza. Map 2 D3.

Tel (617) 635-4000. (T) Government
Center. [ ] 9am-5pm Mon-Fri.
www.ci.boston.ma.us

The firm of architects
Kallmann, McKinnell &
Knowles won a nationwide
design competition for their
striking city hall, a seemingly
top-heavy, cantilevered,
Modernist building. Com-
pleted in 1968, the concrete-
and-brick City Hall combines
the offices and services of
municipal government, with
ample space for holiday-
season concerts, school band
and glee-club performances,
and community art exhibits.
An outdoor stage on City
Hall’s north side is often the
venue for evening rock and
pop concerts during the
summer months.

Old-fashioned flower stall on the
sidewalk outside Center Plaza

Government
Center ©

Cambridge, Court, New Sudbury
& Congress Sts. Map 2 D3.
(T) Government Center.

This city center development
was built on the site of what
was once Scollay Square,
demolished as part

of the fad for local urban
renewal that began in the
early 1960s. Some viewed the
development as controversial;
others did not lament what
was essentially a disreputable
cluster of saloons, burlesque
theaters, tattoo parlors, and
scruffy hotels. The overall
master plan for Government
Center was inspired by the
alfresco vitality and

spaciousness of Italian
piazzas. Architects LM. Pei &
Partners re-created some of
this feeling by surrounding
Boston’s new City Hall with a
vast terraced plaza covering
56 acres (23 ha), paved with
1,800,000 bricks. Its spacious-
ness makes it an ideal venue
for events such as skateboard
contests, political and sports
rallies, food fairs, patriotic
military marches, and con-
certs. The Cambridge Street
side accommodates a farmers’
market on Mondays and
Wednesdays from around

the middle of May to the
middle of November.

A remnant of old Boston
hangs from the Sears Block
at City Hall Plaza’s Court
Street perimeter. This gilded,
227-gallon Steaming Tea
Kettle was made for the
Oriental Tea Company by a
firm of coppersmiths in 1873.
Near New Sudbury Street,
the John F. Kennedy Federal
Office Building features two
pieces of abstract art: Dmitry
Hadzi’s 15-ft (4.5-m) high
Thermopylae sculpture, and
Robert Motherwell’s New
England Elegy, a mural
recalling the tragic assassi-
nation of President Kennedy
in Dallas in 1963. A memorial
standing in front of the
building marks the site of
Alexander Graham Bell’s first
significant breakthrough
toward his invention of the
“electrical speech machine”
in 1876 (see p65).

Boston City Hall and Government Center, one of Boston’s main focal points
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Blackstone
Block ®

Union, Hanover, North & Blackstone
Sts. Map 2 D3. (T) Government
Center, Haymarket.

Cobblestones pave Boston’s
only surviving web of 17th-
century lanes and alleyways,
a remnant of what was once
the oldest neighborhood

in Boston, with historical
associations dating back

to the colonial period. The
district’s most famous son,
Benjamin Franklin, grew up
near Union and Hanover
Streets, where his father
owned a candleworks. Prior
to the landfill programs that
expanded the city, the block
was close to the water’s edge,
a fact suggested by the names
of the streets in this small
district: Marsh Lane, Creek
Square, and Salt Lane.

The oldest surviving
building in the Blackstone
Block dates from 1714 — the
Duke of Chartres, later to be
crowned France’s King Louis
Philippe, was a guest here in
1798 and gave French lessons
to support himself while
waiting for funds. Since 1826
the building has housed the
Union Oyster House (see
p143), renowned for its
original mahogany raw oyster
bar, its political clientele,
including Congressman
John F. Kennedy, and of
course its oysters.

The Millennium
Bostonian Hotel can
also be found here,
wedged among the
Blackstone Block’s
twisting street pattern,
while on afternoons on
Fridays and all day on
Saturdays vendors sell
fruit, vegetables, and
fish from stands along
Blackstone, Hanover,
and North Streets.
Across Union Street is
the New England
Holocaust Memorial,
dedicated in 1995 to
the Jewish victims of
World War II. Designed
as a sculpture that the
public can walk
through, to do so is a

Liberty and Union, Now and Forever by George Healy, Faneuil Hall

Faneuil Hall @

Dock Sg. Map 2 D3.

Tel No phone. (T) Government
Center, Haymarket, State. Great Hall
[ 9am-5pm daily (may close for
special events). [ 3
www.nps.gov/bost

A gift to Boston from the
wealthy merchant Peter
Faneuil in 1742, this
Georgian, brick landmark
has always functioned simul-
taneously as a public market
and town meeting place.
Master tinsmith Shem Drowne
modeled the building’s grass-
hopper weathervane after
the one on top of the Royal
Exchange in the City of
London, England. Revo-
lutionary gatherings packed
the hall, and as early as 1763
Samuel Adams used the hall
as a platform to suggest

that the American colonies

surreal, justly dis-
quieting experience.

The Union Oyster House, one of Boston’s
most famous restaurants, Blackstone Block

should unite against British
oppression and fight to
establish their independence
(see pp20-21); hence the build-
ing’s nickname “Cradle of
Liberty” and the bold posture
of the statue of Sam Adams
at the front of the building.
Toward the end of the 18th
century it became apparent
that the existing Faneuil
Hall could no longer
house the capacity crowds
that it regularly
attracted. The
commission to
expand the building
was undertaken by
Charles Bulfinch (see
p53), who completed
the work from 1805
to 1806. The building
then remained
unchanged until
1898, when it was
expanded still
farther according
to long-standing
Bulfinch stipula-
tions. Faneuil
Hall was restored
in the 1970s as part of the
wider redevelopment of
Quincy Market (see p64).
Among the paintings up-
stairs in the Neoclassical
Great Hall is George Healy’s
enormous canvas, Liberty
and Union, Now and Forever,
showing Massachusetts
Senator Daniel Webster in
full oratorical passion. The
uppermost floor contains the
headquarters and armory of
the Ancient and Honorable
Atrtillery Company, chartered
in 1638 for defense of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony
and an occupant of Faneuil
Hall since 1746. Displays
include weapons, com-
mendations, and medals.

Sam Adams
statue, in front
of Faneuil Hall
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Gallery of the Greek Revival main dome in Quincy Market’s central hall

Quincy Market @

Between Chatham & Clinton Sts.
Map 2 D3. Tel (617) 523-1300. @
Government Center, State. D 10am-
10pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun.
www . faneuilhallmarketplace.com

This immensely popular
shopping and dining complex
attracts in the region of 14
million people every year,
and was developed from

the buildings of the former
Faneuil Hall produce and
meat market, or Quincy
Market. These buildings had
fallen into disrepair before
they underwent a widely
acclaimed restoration by the
architects Benjamin Thompson
& Associates in the 1970s.
The imposing centerpiece,

a granite Greek Revival
structure (see p32) dating

Greek Revival Custom House tower,
one of Boston’s most striking sights

from 1825, was planned

as an extension to the first
Faneuil Hall Markets, which
had become overstretched by
Boston’s rapid development.
Originally called the New
Faneuil Hall Market, the build-
ing came to be known as
Quincy Market after the mayor,
Josiah Quincy, whose original
vision was responsible for the
new market’s creation. The
facade’s four Doric columns
were, at the time of construc-
tion, the largest single pieces
of granite ever to be quarried
in the U.S. The 535-ft (163-m)
long colonnaded hall is now
filled with fast food stalls and
a comedy nightclub, located
in the spectacular Rotunda.
Completing the ensemble are
twin North and South Market
buildings — these individual
warehouses have been
refurbished to accommodate
boutiques, restaurants, pubs,
stores, and upstairs offices.

Custom House ®

3 McKinley Square. Map 2 E3.
Tel (617) 310-6300. (T) Aquarium.
Museum [] 8am-9pm daily.
Tower [] 2pm Sat-Thu. 17
www.marriott.com

Before landfill altered
downtown topography, early
Boston’s Custom House
perched at the water’s edge.
A temple-like Greek Revival
structure with fluted Doric
columns, the granite building
had a skylit dome upon
completion in 1847. Since
1915, however, it has sup-
ported an anachronistic tower

rising 495 ft (150 m), which
means that for the best part
of the 20th century, the
Custom House was Boston’s
only bona fide skyscraper.
Four sculpted eagles and a
four-sided illuminated clock
add decorative flourishes.
The public has free access to
a small museum of maritime
history in the 19th-century
rotunda. It displays objects
on loan from the Peabody
Museum in Salem, including
maritime paintings, nautical
instruments, items that depict
Boston’s trade with China,
and several pieces of decor-
ative art. The observatory,
which offers panoramic
views, is also open to the
public. The rest of the building,
occupied by a Marriott hotel
and timeshare apartments, is
not open to the public.

- o

Glass fountain on the Pearl Street
side of Post Office Square

Post Office
Square @

Between Congress & Pearl Sts.
Map 2 D4. (T) State, Aquarium.

This beautifully landscaped
park, a small island of green
situated amid the soaring
skyscrapers of the financial
district, replaced an ugly
concrete garage that once
stood here — it was
demolished and rebuilt as an
underground parking facility
in 1990. Vines climb a 143-ft
(44-m) long trellis along one
side of the park, and a foun-
tain made of green glass
cascades on the square’s
Pearl Street side. On Angell
Memorial Plaza across the
road, a fountain dating from
1912 commemorates George
Thorndike Angell, founder
of the Massachusetts’ Society
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ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL (1847-1922)

A native of Edinburgh, Scotland, and son
of a deaf mother, Bell moved to Boston in
1871 to embark on a career of teaching
speech to the deaf. It led to his appoint-
ment, two years later, as professor of vocal
physiology at Boston University. In a
rented fifth-floor garret assisted by young
repair mechanic and model maker Thomas
Watson, Bell worked in his spare time on
an apparatus for transmitting sound by
electrical current. Initial success came on
June 3, 1875, when the barely intelligible
utterings of a human voice (his own) traveled
over a laboratory wire. History was made on March
17, 1876, when Bell, while experimenting on voice
transmission, upset a battery, spilling acid on his clothing.
He called to another room: “Mr. Watson, come here. I want
you.” With each of those seven words reaching Watson
clearly and distinctly, the “electrical speech machine” was
invented. In August that year, Bell proved its practical value
by sending messages over Canadian telegraph wires. By
1878, he had set up the first public telephone exchange in
New Haven, Connecticut. Six years later, long-distance calls

were being made between Boston and New York City.

for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals. Some of the

most important buildings
overlooking the square and
plaza include the New
England Telephone Building
and the John W. McCormack
courthouse building, which
formerly housed downtown’s
main post office. Other
important buildings include
the Langham Boston hotel
(see p133) — this classic
Renaissance Revival show-
piece was completed in 1922
and was originally the Federal
Reserve Bank — and One Post
Office Square, which offers

great views over Boston
Harbor and Downtown.
These views can be seen from
the atrium at the top of the
building, which, not strictly
open to the public, may be
accessible through polite
inquiry. A focal point for the
whole district, the grassy
space of the square comes
into its own during the
warmer months of the year,
when office workers can be
seen sprawling across its well-
kept lawns — a great place

for visitors to rest their weary
feet and watch Bostonians
take a few minutes out.

Telephone Men and Women at Work, New England Telephone Building

Distinctive, Art Deco-style New
England Telephone Building
New England
Telephone
Building ®

185 Franklin St. Map 2 D4. Tel (617)

743-9340. (T) State, Aquarium.
Museum [ ] call for hours.

Dating from 1947 and over-
looking the south side of Post
Office Square, this Art Deco
building is still in use today.
Dean Cornwell’s monumental
160-ft (49-m) long Telephone
Men and Women at Work
mural — populated by 197 life-
size figures — has encircled
the lobby since 1951 and is

a truly remarkable work of
art. Public access to the lobby
can be limited, be sure to
phone ahead.

The small museum at street
level features an accurate
restoration of Alexander
Graham Bell’s Court Street
laboratory (see p31), complete
with his tools, books, actual
workbench, and one of his
garret window-frames over-
looking a diorama of Scollay
Square. The exhibit was
constructed from parts of
Bell’s original workshop.

It was opened on June 3,
1959, coincidentally the

84th anniversary of the
invention of the telephone.
The world’s first commercial
telephone and first telephone
switchboard, both dating
from May 1877, are also
displayed in the museum.
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NORTH END AND THE
WATERFRONT

his was Boston'’s first neigh-

borhood, and one that has

been key to the city’s for-
tunes. Fringed by numerous
wharves, the area prospered
initially through shipping and
shipbuilding, with much of
America’s early trade passing
through its warehouses. The
more recent importance of finance
and high-tech industries, however,
has seen the waterfront evolve; its
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GETTING THERE

This area is well served by
public transportation.
Aquarium “T” station

is located toward

the south of the area,

near Long Wharf. The

area is also served by buses
6,92, 93, and 111.

Statue in Old North

COLUMBUS PARK

old warehouses transformed into
luxury apartment blocks and offices.
Away from the waterfront, the
narrow streets of the North
End have historically been
home to European immigrants,
drawn by the availability
of work. The area today is
populated largely by those of
Italian descent, whose many cafés,
delis, and restaurants make it one of
the city’s most distinct communities.

|

h garden

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Historic Sites and Churches
Clough House @
Copp’s Hill Burying Ground @
Old North Church p71 @
Paul Revere House @
Paul Revere Mall @
St. Stephen’s Church @

Ligh Waterfront Sights

Boston Tea Party Ships
& Museum @
Children’s Museum @
Christopher Columbus
Park @
Institute of
Contemporary Art @
Long Wharf @
New England Aquarium
pp76-7 @
Rowes Wharf @
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Street-by-Street: North End

The main arteries of this area are
Hanover and Salem Streets.
Topped by the Old
North Church, Salem Street is
indicative of this area’s historical
old North  connections — indeed the Old
Church  North Church is one of Boston’s
dock bremier Revolutionary sights.
In general the area consists of narrow
streets and alleys, with four- and five-
story tenements, many of which are
now expensive condominiums. Hanover
Street, like much of the area, has a
distinctly Italian feel, while just south
of here is North Square, site of the
famous Paul Revere House (see p73).

Copp’s Hill Burying Ground
During the American Revolution,

the British used this low hilltop to fire
cannon at American positions across
Boston Harbor. Created in 1659 it is
the city’s second oldest graveyard @

* Old North Church
Built in 1723 and famous
for the part it played in
Paul Revere’s midnight ride
(see p21), this is Boston's
oldest religious building. On
festive occasions, the North
End still rings with the
sound of its bells @

= == ==  Suggested route

STAR SIGHTS
% Old North Church

* Paul Revere House

% Paul Revere Mall

~
Charlestown

Clough House

Period furnishings can be
seen in this house by Ebenezer
Clough, who also helped
build the Old North

Church @

Government
Center

0 meters
— —
0 yards




NORTH END AND THE WATER

% Paul Revere Mall o
Linking the Old North Church to N, MO
Hanover Street, this tree-lined mall wa
dates only from 1933. Its antique feel e,

is enbanced by a statue of Paul Revere, s
which was modeled in 1885 @ FINANCIAL

DISTRICT

<
~

LOCATOR MAP
See Street Finder map 2

& St. Stephen’s Church
North End’s Italian theme
continues in this church,
though only by chance.
Long before the first
Ttalians arrived, Charles
Bulfinch (see p53)
incorporated Italian
Renaissance features
and a bell tower into
bis refit of an earlier
church building @

_$ | |
Hanover Street is the most Italian of all
Boston’s streets, brought to life by Italian

restaurants and cafés, as well as the day-
to-day activities of its ethnic community.

~ The waterfront

* Paul Revere House

This is the house where Paul Revere began

his midnight ride (see p21). Revere’s home
Sfrom 1770 to 1800, it is now a museum @
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Slate tombstones of Boston’s early settl

Copp’s Hill
Burying Ground @

Entrances at Charter & Hull Sts.
Map 2 D2. @ Government Center,
North Station. [} 9am-5pm daily.

Existing since 1659, this is
Boston’s second-oldest
cemetery after the one by
King’s Chapel (see p58).
Nicknamed “Corpse Hill,” the
real name of the hill occupied
by the cemetery derives from
a local man by the name of
William Copp. He owned

a farm on its southeastern
slope from 1643, and much
of the cemetery’s land was
purchased from him. His
children can be found buried
here. Other more famous

Quiet, leafy street, typical of the
area around Copp’s Hill

people interred here include
Robert Newman, the sexton
who hung Paul Revere’s
signal lanterns in the belfry of
Old North Church (see p71),
and Edmund Hartt, builder
of the U.S.S. Constitution (see
p115). Increase, Cotton, and
Samuel Mather, three gener-
ations of a family
of highly influential
colonial period
Puritan ministers,
are also buried here.
Hundreds of Boston’s
Colonial-era black
slaves and freedmen
are also buried here,
including Prince Hall,
a free black man who
founded the African
Freemasonry Order
in Massachusetts.

During the British
occupation of
Boston, the site was
used by British commanders
who had an artillery position
here. They would later exploit
the prominent hilltop location
during the Revolution, when
they directed cannon fire
from here across Boston
harbor toward American
positions in Charlestown.
King George III's troops were
said to have used the slate
headstones for target practice,
and pockmarks from their
musket balls are still visible
on some of them.

Copp’s Hill Terrace, directly
across Charter Street, is a
prime observation point for

Copp

Decorative column,

views over to Charlestown
and Bunker Hill. It is also
the site where, in 1919, a 2.3-
million-gallon molasses tank
exploded, creating a huge,
syrupy tidal wave that
killed 21 people.

Clough House @

21 Unity St. Map 2 E2. Tel (617)
523-6676. (T) Haymarket, Aquarium.
[ Jun: Wed (call for opening hours).

Ebenezer Clough was a
master mason and one
of the Sons of Liberty who
participated in the Boston Tea
Party (see p75). One of two
masons who helped to build
the neighboring Old North
Church (see p71), he was also
the head of a syndicate that
laid out Unity Street in 1710
and built a series of six town
houses here. The only building
to survive is the one at No. 21
Unity Street, which was built
in 1712, and was the house
in which Ebenezer Clough
himself lived. In a bad state
of decay for many years, and
in danger of demoli-
tion, the house was
only saved when the
Reverend P. Kellet,
vicar of Christ Church,
launched a fund-
raising campaign in
1962. A rather austere
three-story building,
it is typical of much
of Boston’s colonial
architecture. Now
fully restored to its
former condition,
the house has finely
executed window
and door lintels,
decorated with raised brick
panels over the first-floor
windows and simple, carved-
brick detailing over the door.
The Heritage Room on the
second floor features typical
period furnishings and
household accessories.
Clough House once stood
alongside an identical brick
residence, which was acquired
by Benjamin Franklin in 1748.
He bought the house for his
two widowed sisters but
never lived here himself. It
was demolished in the 1930s
to make way for the Paul
Revere Mall (see p72).

’s Hill
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Old North Church™ e VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

Christ Episcopal Church is the official name of this, 193 Salem St. Map 2 E2. Tel
Boston’s oldest surviving religious edifice, which (617) 523-6676. () Haymarket,
dates from 1723. It was built of brick in the Georgian Aquarium, North Station. [[]
style similar to that of St. Andrew’s-by-the-Wardrobe Comm-crn Gl (e, R @ Afoy
in Blackfriars, London, designed pessem) | |Jan R,

by Sir Christopher Wren. The 98 t1am. g B 73 [4 cal

. for details. www.oldnorth.com
church was made famous on April

18, 1775, when sexton Robert
Newman, aiding Paul Revere

(see p21), hung a pair of signal
lanterns in the belfry. These were
to warn the patriots in Charles-
town of the westward departure
of British troops, on their way

to engage the revolutionaries.

Tower

The tower of the

Old North Church
contains the first set of
church bells in North
America cast in 1745.

The unusual, bigh-sided box
pews in the church were designed
to enclose footwarmers, which were

Sfilled with hot coals or bricks
during wintry weatber.

Chandeliers

The distinctive
chandeliers were
brought from England
in January 1724 for the
[first Christmas season.

Entrance

STAR SIGHTS

* Bust of George * Bust of George Washington
Washington This marble bust of the first U.S.
president, modeled on an earlier
one by Christian Gullager, was
presented to the church in 1815.

* Box Pews
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Paul Revere Mall ©

Hanover St. Map 2 E2.
(T) Haymarket, Aquarium.

This brick-paved plaza gives
the crowded neighborhood of
the North End a precious
stretch of open space
between Hanover and Unity
Streets. A well-utilized
municipal resource, the Mall
is always full of local people:
children, teenagers, young
mothers, and older residents
chatting in Italian and playing
cards or checkers. Laid out in
1933, and originally called the
Prado, its focal point is Cyrus
Dallin’s equestrian statue of
local hero Paul Revere, which
was originally modeled in
1885. However, it was only
sculpted and |
placed here in
1940. Bronze bas-
relief plaques on
the mall’s side
walls commem-
orate a number
of North End
residents who
have played

an important

Equestrian statue by Cyrus
Dallin, Paul Revere Mall

role in the history of Boston.
Benches, a fountain, and twin
rows of linden trees complete
the space, which has a
distinctly European feel.

St. Stephen’s
Church ©

401 Hanover St. Map 2 E2.

Tel (617) 523-1230. (T) Haymarket,
Aquarium. [ 8:30am-4:30pm
Mon-Sat. E@ 771am Sun, 4:30pm
Sat, 7:30am Tue—Fri.

Opened in 1714 as a
humble Congregationalist
meeting house, St. Stephen’s
Church was extensively
enlarged and embellished by
the architect Charles Bulfinch
(see p53) in 1802-04.
_ Bulfinch incorporated
a range of harmonious
Italian Renaissance
motifs in his re-
design, adding a
number of decor-
ative pediments
and pedestals,
tall arched
windows,
as well as

THE GREAT BRINKS ROBBERY

Masterminded by Tony Pino, this infamous event took
place on the night of January 17, 1950 on North End’s
Commercial Street. Disguised as Brinks guards, seven of

Pino’s men made off with $2,775,395.12 in payroll money —
including cash totaling $1,218,211.29 — from the head-
quarters of the Brinks Armored Car Company. Nationwide
headlines trumpeted the robbery as the biggest heist in U.S.
history. Even though all members of the Brinks gang were
eventually caught and imprisoned, only $60,000 of the loot
has been recovered more than half a century after the event.

Members of the infamous Brinks gang, in police custody

St. Stephen’s Church, with its
Renaissance-style bell tower

an ornate bell tower that is
topped by a gilded cap. One
year after that project’s com-
pletion, the first-ever bell

cast by the famous revolution-
ary and master metalworker,
Paul Revere (see p21), was
hung in the belfry.

The church’s present name
dates from 1862, when it
became Roman Catholic to
accommodate the North End’s
increasing numbers of Irish
immigrants. When Hanover
Street was widened in 1869,
the entire structure was
moved back 16 ft (5 m) and,
a year later, it was raised 0 ft
(2 m) to accommodate a
basement chapel. Damaged
by fires in 1897 and 1929,
and redecorated each time,
the church was restored to
its Bulfinch design in 1965.

The church’s interior features
include a gracefully curved
ceiling, original white-painted
pine columns, and a pair of
pewter chandeliers, which are
copies of those hanging in the
Doric Hall of the Massachusetts
State House. The church’s
pews were donated in honor
of the numerous Irish, Italian,
and Portuguese parishioners
who live in the neighborhood,
while the Italian mahogany
Stations of the Cross are part
of the 1965 refit. St. Stephen’s
is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.
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Paul Revere
House 0@

19 North Sq. Map 2 E2. Tel (617)
523-2338. (T) Haymarket, Aquarium.
[ mid-Apr-Oct: 9:30am-5:15pm
daily; Nov-mid-Apr: 9:30am-4:15pm
daily (Pierce-Hichborn House call for
tour hours). |@) Jan-Mar: Mon. 13
$#f [R) www paulreverehouse.org

The city’s oldest surviving
clapboard frame house is
historically significant, for it
was here in 1775 that Paul
Revere began his legendary
horseback ride to warn his
compatriots in Lexington of
the impending arrival of
British troops (see
p21). This historic
event was later
immortalized in
a boldly patriotic,
epic poem by
Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow (see
p108). 1t begins
“Listen, my chil-
dren, and you shall
hear of the midnight
ride of Paul Revere.”
Revere, a Huguenot descen-
dent, was by trade a versatile
gold- and silversmith, copper
engraver, and maker of
church bells, cannons, and
false teeth. He and his second
wife Rachel, mother of eight
of his 16 children, owned the

Colonial banknotes,
exhibited in the Paul
Revere House

house from 1770 to 1800.
Small leaded casement
windows, an overhanging
upper story, and nail-studded
front door all contribute to
make it a fine example of
17th-century Early American
architecture. In the courtyard
along one side of the house is
a large bronze bell, cast by
Paul Revere for a church in
1804 — Revere made nearly
200 church bells. Three rooms
in the house contain period
artifacts, including original
pieces of family furniture,
items made in Revere’s
workshop, and colonial bank-
notes. The house, which

by the mid-19th
century had be-
come a decrepit
tenement fronted
by stores, was
saved from demo-
lition by preserva-
tionists” efforts led
by a great-grandson
of Revere.

Next door, the
early 18th-century
Pierce-Hichborn
House is the earliest brick
town house remaining in
New England. It features
Georgian English motifs such
as shallow arches over the
doors and windows, and twin
chimneys. Admission is via
the Paul Revere House.

Paul Revere House kitchen, as
it was in the 17th century

Christopher
Columbus Park @

Atlantic Avenue, between Long &
Commercial Wharves.
Map 2 E3. () Aquarium.

Extensive urban renewal
along the Inner Harbor
resulted in the completion of
this handsome park in 1976.
It covers 4.5 acres (2 ha) with
wisteria clinging to a 340-ft
(104-m) long arched trellis,
and is a superlative spot for
views of the waterfront and
the Financial District. The com-
memorative Rose Fitzgerald
Kennedy Garden was added
to the park’s layout in 1987.

View toward the Custom House and the Financial District, across Christopher Columbus Park




BOSTON AREA BY AREA

Rowes Wharf development, typical of Boston’s waterfront regeneration

Long Wharf @

Atlantic Avenue. Map 2 E3.
(D Aquarium.

The nation’s oldest contin-
uously operated wharf was
built in 1710 to accommodate
the boom in early maritime
commerce. The following
century was to be Boston’s
international maritime heyday;
it was the busiest port in North
America and one of the most
important in the colonies,
surpassed only by London
and Bristol in the amount of
cargo that it handled. Once
extending 2000 ft (610 m)
into Boston harbor, and lined
with shops and warehouses,
Long Wharf provided secure
mooring for the largest

ships of the time.

Today, Long Wharf is used
by boat services to Province-
town, Charlestown Navy Yard,
and the Harbor Islands. The
attractive esplanade at the end
also offers good views across
the city’s waterfront. Running
along the waterfront, Harbor
Walk connects Long Wharf
with other adjacent wharves,
such as Union, Lewis, and
Commercial wharves. Dating
from the early 1800s, most
are now converted to fashion-
able harborside apartments
and condominiums.

New England
Aquarium @

Institute of
Contemporary
Art @

Northern Avenue. Map 2 F5.

Tel (617) 478-3100. (T) Courthouse.
[ 70am-5pm Tue, Wed, Sat, Sun,
10am-9pm Thu, Fri. 123

In 2006 the Institute of
Contemporary Art moved

to a dramatic wood, steel,
and glass landmark building
on Fan Pier. Light-flooded
galleries, a performance space
open to harbor views, and a
cutting-edge media center
mean that the ICA can extend
its seven-decade history of
innovation well into the

21st century. Its exhibitions
typically break the mold of
convention and it is building
its first permanent collection
of avant-garde work.

Boston Tea Party
Ships & Museum @

See pp76-7.

Rowes Wharf ®

Atlantic Avenue. Map 2 E4.
(@ Aquarium.

Completed in 1987, this fine
example of waterfront revitali-
zation replaced the two-part
India wharf dating from the
1760s. Built of Bostonian

red brick and designed by
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill,
the complex houses the luxury
Boston Harbor Hotel (see
p133), condominiums, offices,
and a marina. A large archway
links the city to the harbor.

Congress St. Bridge. Map 2 E5. Tel
(617) 338-1773. (T) South Station.
at least until summer 2012. 12
www_historictours.com/boston

Griffin’s Wharf, where the
Boston Tea Party took place
on December 16, 1773

(see p75), was buried beneath
landfill many years ago.

Since 2009, replicas of three
British East India Company
ships involved in the Tea
Party have anchored in Fort
Point Channel. Today,
modern-day patriots toss
imitation bales of tea over-
board, recreating one of the
acts of American defiance that

View down Long Wharf toward the waterfront and Custom House
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prompted Britain to close
Boston Harbor in 1773 and
put the Massachusetts Bay
Colony under martial law.

On an adjacent pier, ship
models, Tea Party memorabilia,
and other educational exhibits
are displayed in a museum.

Playing on the mini-construction
site at Boston’s Children’s Museum

Children’s
Museum ®

300 Congress St. Map 2 E5.

Tel (617) 426-6500. (T) South
Station. [ 10am-5pm daily

(to 9pm Fri). 777 B www.boston
childrensmuseum.org

Overlooking Fort Point
Channel, a pair of rejuven-
ated 19th-century wool
warehouses contain one of
the country’s best children’s
museums, which underwent an
extensive expansion in 2007.
There are many interesting
exhibits, and youngsters are
able to participate in games
and learning activities, and
hoist themselves up a
climbing structure in the
New Balance Center.

The Art Studio provides a
hands-on recycling area
with barrels of materials

that children can use in
self-instructive creative
projects, while the KidPower
exhibition is designed to
encourage active, healthy
lifestyles. An international
flavor is injected into the
proceedings by a visit to the
silk merchant’s house, which
has been transplanted from
the city of Kyoto in Japan
(Boston’s sister city).

A towering milk bottle from
a local dairy stands outside in
front of the museum building
and is used as an ice-cream
stand in summer. An outdoor
park features mazes, giant
boulders, and spaces for
outdoor performances.

THE BOSTON TEA PARTY

Boston Massacre (see p20).

who refused to buy the tea,
came under pressure from
Thomas Hutchinson, the
Monarchist governor. On
the night of December 16,
however, around 7,000
rebels, gathered by Samuel
Adams, marched to the
wharf declaring “Tonight
Boston Harbor is a teapot!”
Fifty men, dressed as
Mohawks, boarded the
ships and dumped their
cargoes into the water.

Britain reacted strongly,
closing the port and putting
Massachusetts under martial
law. This retribution unified
patriots across America, and
the “Boston Tea Party,” as
the protest was soon known,
became the spark that ignited
the Revolutionary War.

A crowd of about 7,000
watched the events from
the quayside.

In 1767, when Britain decided to tax

its American colonies, there was outrage.
Boycotts were placed on British goods,
and protesters took to the streets. One
such protest in 1773 culminated in the

Despite a subsequent reduction in
taxation, tax on tea remained. Parliament
then granted the British East India
Company sole rights to sell tea in
the colonies, which caused prices
to rise further. In November 1773,
ships arrived in Boston Harbor
loaded with tea, and merchants,

Thomas Hutchinson
Governor of Boston and
staunch monarchist,
Thomas Hutchinson
tried to force the rebels

to comply with British

colonial law.

Many of the rebels
were dressed as Mohawks.

342 bales of tea
were thrown
into the sea.

The Boston Tea Party, depicted in a 19th-century engraving
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New England Aquarium @

The waterfront’s prime attraction dominates
Central Wharf. Designed by a consortium of
architects in 1969, the aquarium’s core encloses
a vast four-story ocean tank, which contains a
wide array of marine animals. A curving
walkway runs around the outside of the tank
from top to bottom and provides viewpoints
of the interior of the tank from different levels.
Also resident are colonies of penguins, playful
harbor and fur seals, anacondas, rays, and
mesmerizing seadragons. An IMAX® Theatre
rounds out the facility.

% Penguin Pool

One of the main attactions
of the aquarium, the
penguin pool runs
around the base of the
giant tank. It contains
African, rockhopper,
and little blue penguins.

Edge of the Sea Tidepool

A fiberglass shore recreates a
world where the land meets the
sea. It is home to animals such as
horseshoe crabs and sea urchins.

K

% Whale Watch

A naturalist aboard the

aquarium boat explains

marine ecology on trips

to Stellwagen Bank,

75 minules away.

You can see whales,

sea birds, and other

marine life. o |

Harbor Seals

Main
. entrance
Ticket

booth

An outdoor tank covered by a steel
canopy, is home to a lively colony
of harbor seals.




NORTH END AND THE WATERFRONT

Pt mmalconich VISITORS’ CHECKLIST
Northern fur seals frolic in
this open-air exhibit where Central Wharf.

the aquarium meets the Map 2 E3.

harbor. Shallow pools and Tel (617) 973-5200.
large decks allow visitors to ?C{Uajf ’“Té 5

interact and learn about | Sepal Zen=Eign

] Mon—Fri, 9am-6pm Sat & Sun;
marine mammals up close. Jul-Aug: 9am-6pm Sun—Thu,

9am-~7pm Fri & Sat. 12
B3 ] www.neag.org

% Giant Ocean Tank
This tank contains
200,000 gallons (900,000
liters) of salt water and
houses a Caribbean coral
reef. The creatures that
inhabit it include sharks,
sea turtles, barracudas,
and moray eels.

¢ / STAR SIGHTS

J:’ % Penguin Pool

* Whale Watch

% Giant Ocean Tank

Gift Shop

Harbor View Café
¢ IMAX® Theatre

Tropical Gallery

This exhibit provides an account of the
many types of environment manifested
in reefs: starting with a darkened exhibit
of deep-water reef fishes and ending
with a brightly lit, Pacific coral reef.
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Common (see pp46—7)

and west of the Financial
District, this part of town has a
noticeably gritty, more down-
to-earth ambience. The area
around Washington Street,
with Downtown Crossing at its
center (see pp80-81), is the
city’s main shopping district.
South of here is Chinatown,

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

one of the most populous in the
United States — only the Chinatowns

Gilt cherub,
the Colonial
Theater

CHINATOWN AND THE
THEATER DISTRICT

ocated south of Boston

in San Francisco and New
York are larger. West of
Chinatown is the Theater
District, featuring touring
Broadway shows and local
productions. The former
“Combat Zone,” located at the
lower end of Washington Street,
between Chinatown and Boston
Common, has rebounded as
an extension of the Theater

Dis