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GUIDE

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

his guide helps you to get the
most from your visit to France.
It provides both expert recom-
mendations and detailed practical
information. Introducing France maps
the country and sets it in its historical
and cultural context. The 15 regional
chapters, plus Paris and Ile de France,

PARIS AND ILE DE

describe important sights, with maps,
pictures, and illustrations. Throughout,
features cover topics from food and
wine to culture and beaches. Restaurant
and hotel recommendations can be
found in Travelers’ Needs. The Survival
Guide has tips on everything from the
telephone system to transportation.

FRANCE

The center of Paris has been
divided into five sightseeing
areas. Each has its own
chapter, which opens with
a list of the sights described.
A further section covers Ile
de France. All sights are
numbered and plotted on
an area map. The detailed
information for each sight
follows the map’s numerical
order, making sights easy
to locate within the chapter.

Sights at a Glance lists
the chapter’s sights by
category: Churches,

ILE DE LA CITE, MARAIS
AND BEAUBOURG

All pages relating to Paris
and Ile de France have green
thumb tabs.

A locator map shows where
you are in relation to other
areas of the city center.

Area Map

For easy reference, the
sights are numbered and
located on a map. Sights in
the city center are also
shown on the Paris Street
Finder on pages 156-69.

Museums, and Galleries;
Historic Buildings,
Squares, and Gardens.

Street-by-Street Map

This gives a bird’s eye
view of the key areas in
each chapter.

A suggested route for a/
walk is shown in red.

| Place de a Basile @

Stars indicate the sights that no
visitor should miss.
| =) Detailed information
The sights in Paris and
lle de France are described
individually. Addresses,
telephone numbers, opening
hours, and information on
admission charges and

wheelchair access are also
provided for each entry.




IF CENTRAL d

N Introduction FRANCE AREA BY AREA
The landscape, history, Apart from Paris and Ile de
and character of each France, France has been

divided into 15 regions,
each of which has a separate
chapter. The most interesting

region is described bere,
showing how the area

has developed over the towns and places to visit
centuries and what it have been numbered on a
offers to the visitor today. Regional Map.

Each area of France can
be quickly identified by its
color coding, shown on
the inside front cover.

— 7) Regional Map
This shows the road

network and gives an
illustrated overview of the
whole region. All interesting
places to visit are numbered
and there are also useful tips
on getting around the region
by car and train.

Detailed information
All the important towns
and other places to visit are
described individually. They
are listed in order, following
the numbering on the
Regional Map. Within each
town or city, there is detailed
information on important
buildings and other sights.

Story boxes highlight noteworthy
features of the top sights.

L For all the top sights, a Visitors
Checklist provides the practical
information you will need to
plan your visit.

France's top sights
N 4 p sig

These are given two or
more full pages. Historic
buildings are dissected to
reveal their interiors. The
most interesting towns or
city centers are shown in a
bird’s eye view, with sights
picked out and described.
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INTRODUCING FRANCE

DISCOVERING FRANCE

he chapters of this book

have been divided into

16 color-coded regions
that reflect the diversity of
France. These are based
on the country’s historical
regions that were often
defined by their geography
and landscape as much as by

=

S

F
-

Gothic detail from
Le Nord region

Pyramide du Louvre in Paris, from across the fountain pools

PARIS AND THE ILE DE
FRANCE

¢ Fantastic art at the Louvre
o Café life par excellence
e Captivating Versailles

The pleasures of Paris can be
picked off at leisure any time
of the year. The Louvre (see
pp100-3), Picasso Museum
(see pp90-1), and Pompidou
Center (see pp92-3) may be
on some people’s ideal
itinerary, while others may
want to scale the Eiffel
Tower (see p113) and shop

Les Deux Magots, one of Paris’s
most famous cafés

in the grands boulevards, or
follow in the steps of the
famous from Montmartre
(see pp132-3) to the Pére
Lachaise Cemetery (see p135).
Whatever your interest, there
are cafés and brasseries to
soak up the atmosphere,
particularly on the Left
Bank (see pp116-127)
and in the Marais

(see pp80O-93). For a
day excursion, there
are plenty of

their influence and power.

Each has developed its own
special flavor:
architecture, cuisine, customs,
music, dress, dialect, and even
language. The following
pages give a taste of these
areas and show you what
there is to see and do.

its own

Mer (see p196). You can try
your luck at the races, at
Chantilly (see pp204-5) and
Le Touquet (see p196), or go
to the lakes and woodland
of the Valley of the Somme
(see p199), a name
synonymous with the fatal
trench warfare of World War I.
High spots are the great
Gothic cathedrals, such as
Amiens (see p200), the
largest in France, and the
city of Lille (see p198), which
has one of the best art
galleries in the country.

CHAMPAGNE

¢ Sparkling Champagne
houses

* Royal Reims

¢ Gothic churches in Troyes

Champagne means only
one thing: sparkling
white wine. Visit the
producers’ chalk
caves in Epernay
(see p211) and the
premises of the

chateaux to visit, Heidsieck grandes marques in
none more exalted Chal’“;’algne Reims (see pp210-1),
label

than Louis XIV’s
fabulous palace at
Versailles (see pp168-71).

LE NORD AND PICARDY

¢ Bustling Channel ports
¢ Lofty Gothic cathedrals
o Lille art collection

The countryside north of
Paris undulates toward
Flanders and to the cliffs and
sandy beaches around the
Channel ports of Dunkerque
(see p197), Calais (see
pp196-7), and Boulogne-sur-

where you will also
find a great slice of French
history in Reims Cathedral
(see p212). Troyes (see
pp216-7), the region’s
former capital, is a delightful
town of many Gothic
churches, while the castle
keep at Chaumont (see p217)
has echoes of its former
residents, the Counts of
Champagne. On the wild
side is the Vallée de la Meuse
(see p214) in the rocky
Ardennes, while the region
around Lac du Der-Chantecog
(see p215) is known for its
half-timbered churches.

<] The Pont du Gard, Nimes, by Hubert Robert
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ALSACE AND LORRAINE

¢ Alsace Wine Route

¢ Picturesque half-
timbered towns

e Strasbourg, crossroads of
Europe

Abutting Germany and
Switzerland, this is a
delightful, gentle rural area of
vineyards and orchards, and
pretty, half-timbered villages
and towns such as Colmar
(see p227), best seen along
the 110-mile (180-km) Route
du Vin (see pp232-3). The
Vosges mountains (see p225)
attract skiers, and nearby is
the Gérardmer lake (see
p225) for summer water
sports. The region is full of
forts and castles, including
the romantic Chateau du
Haut-Koenigsbourg (see
pp228-9). The main town is
Strasbourg (see pp230-1).

The old town of Strasbourg, best
explored on its pretty waterways

NORMANDY

¢ D-Day beaches

¢ Cider and Calvados

¢ Magnificent Mont-St-
Michel

Visit Claude Monet’s garden
at Giverny (see p266) and see
the lily pond and bridge just
as he painted them.
Normandy’s blustery skies
and billowing seas inspired
the Impressionists who
visited Dieppe (see p263), Le
Havre (see p262), and pretty
Honfleur (see p262), while
tout Paris used to decamp to

Normandy’s Mont-St-Michel, one of the most enchanting sights in France

the resorts of Cabourg (see
p255), Deauville (see p255)
and Trouville (see p255).
Their beaches are known for
the World War II D-Day
landings. Normandy’s
farmlands are renowned for
their cider, Calvados, butter,
and cheese. Don’t miss the
Abbaye de Mont-St-Michel
(see pp256-61) or Rouen
Cathedral (see pp264-5).

BRITTANY

¢ Sandy beaches
¢ Mysterious Carnac
e Delightful fishing ports

In the far northwest, this
Celtic corner of France is a
land with a language and
culture of its own. Buffeted
by the Atlantic, its rocky
shores and sandy beaches,
peppered with picturesque
fishing ports, make it a
prime spot for family beach
vacations. Prehistory sighs in
the wind here, and
megalithic sites abound,
especially in the mysterious
rock formations at Carnac
(see p278).

To steep yourself in Breton
culture, visit Quimper (see
p274), eat crépes, drink cider,
and try to attend a pardon, a
feast of a local saint, when
traditional costumes are worn.
They take place between
March and October. Find out
about them at the Musée de
Bretagne (see p285) in the
region’s capital, Rennes.

THE LOIRE VALLEY

¢ Fairytale Renaissance
chateaux

¢ Chartres Cathedral

¢ Le Mans, motor racing

The fabulous chateaux of the
Loire capture all the elegance
and culture of France. Here
the French nobles lived out
the Renaissance in style.
Wines have made towns such
as Saumur (see p292) famous.
Historic centers include Tours
(see pp296-7) and Chartres
(see pp307-311), which has
stunning stained glass in its
magnificent cathedral win-
dows, and Orléans (see
pp312-3), saved from the
English by Joan of Arc, who
is celebrated in a 10-day
festival leading up to the
anniversary of the city’s
liberation on 8 May. To the
north is Le Mans (see p291),
another lovely old town, best
known for its motor racing
circuit. The 24-hour race is
held in June.

Chateau de Chenonceau in the
Loire Valley, across the River Cher
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Céte de Nuits vineyard in Burgundy, part of the Coéte d’Or region

BURGUNDY AND
FRANCHE-COMTE

and are tucked in valleys.
The Abbaye de Ste-Foy in
Conques (see pp368-9) has

¢ Gastronomic paradise
* Impressive abbeys
¢ Fine trekking and skiing

Burgundy is corpulent
France, conjuring up boeuf
bourguignon and delicious
wines that are among the

The Dukes of Burgundy’s
legacy is splendid Dijon (see
pp340-2), but the true
architectural gem is the
Hétel-Dieu in Beaune (see
pp346-7). The wealth of
the Church is evident in
harmonious Romanesque
churches and abbeys,
especially Vézelay (see
pp336-7). The Franche-
Comté’s (see pp349-51)
lakes, mountains, woods,
and waterfalls are
perfect for trekking,
canoeing and skiing.

most expensive in the world.

._i'

Wine from the
Rhéne Valley  as well as the Rhone.

one of the most celebrated
reliquaries in Christendom.

THE RHONE VALLEY
AND FRENCH ALPS

¢ Lyon's enticing bouchons
¢ Grenoble and the ski slopes
¢ Elegant Evian-les-Bains

The south of France begins
at Lyon (see pp380-1),
France’s second largest
city, where the River Sadne
joins the River Rhone and
the Mediterranean starts
to scent the air. The
commercial and military
capital of Roman Gaul is
now a gastronomic
capital known for its
bouchons (bistros) and
local wines from
Beaujolais (see p377)

Natural attractions in the

MASSIF CENTRAL

region include the
dramatic, cave-pocked

e Wild, beautiful landscapes
¢ Dramatic Gorges du Tarn
¢ Treasures of Ste-Foy

This is the place to go to
enjoy the great outdoors. A
plateau of extinct volcanoes,
spas, and lakes, the
landscape reaches dramatic
heights in the Gorges du
Tarn (see pp370-1). The
Cévennes (see p353), one of
the least populated parts of
the country, is known for its
wild flowers and birds of
prey. Remote villages and
ancient churches top hills

Ardeéche (see pp384-5) and,
to the east, Grenoble (see
pp388-9) and the Alps
where you'll find the elegant
spa town of Evian-les-Bains
(see p391) beside Lac Léman.

POITOU AND AQUITAINE

¢ Marais Poitevin’s canals
o Historic Poitiers
¢ Bordeaux wine chateaux

Set against a long coast of
sandy beaches, this largely
flat region runs from the port
of La Rochelle (see p416) and

the popular holiday island of
fle d'Oléron (see p417) to the
Basque country. When La
Rochelle is busy in summer,
escape to the Marais Poitevin
(see pp408-9), a network of
lily-blanketed canals teeming
with wildlife. There are two
historic centers — Poitiers (see
pp412-3), whose cathedral
has the oldest carved choir
stalls in France, and Bordeaux
(see pp420-3), beside the
River Garonne. The latter has
been long known as a wine
port serving the magnificent
surrounding chateaux estates.

PERIGORD, QUERCY
AND GASCONY

* Sarlat Market
* Lascaux’s famous caves
¢ Toulouse Space Park

Cut by the majestic
Dordogne, Lot, and Tarn
rivers, this is bucolic, green
France where water
activities help to beat the
summer sun. Every town has
a weekly market brimming
with local produce, such as
foie gras and Agen (see
p440) prunes. Best known is
the Wednesday market in
Sarlat-la-Caneda (see
pp432-3), though stunning
architecture makes it worth a
visit any day of the week.

Rocamadour (see pp436-7)
and Moissac (see pp442-3)
are other architectural high
points, while prehistoric man
has left his mark in the
famous Lascaux caves (see
pp402-3). Toulouse (see
pp446-7) is the major town.
Try its sausages and visit the
hi-tech Space Park.

Sarlat Market, famous for foie
gras and walnuts
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THE PYRENEES

o Biarritz beaches

¢ Parc National des Pyrénées
wildlife

¢ The shrine at Lourdes

The Pyrenees mountain
range stretches from the
Atlantic to the Mediterranean,
forming a natural border with
Spain. On the Atlantic coast
is the Basque country (see
p449) where Bayonne (see
p452) is known for its ham
and Biarritz (see p452), a
surfers’ town, is renowned
for its bygone glories as the
resort choice of kings. The
Parc National des Pyrénées
(see pp460-1) is at the heart
of the mountains which are
spectacular for walking and
trekking. Skiers come in
winter. Lourdes (see
pp458-9) brings pilgrims all
year round.

Flowers, butterflies, animals, and
birds brighten the Pyrenees trails

——"
LANGUEDOC-
ROUSSILLON

 Collioure, the artists’ resort

¢ Carcassonne, fairytale
walled town

¢ Pont du Gard, a Roman
triumph

These are sunny, rolling
lands of olives, vines, cypress
trees, and sunflowers, where
old farm buildings have been
baked by the sun. The
Pyrenees reach the
Mediterranean here, on the
Cote Vermeille (see p482),
where the prettiest resort is
Collioure (see p483), long
familiar to artists. To the

The fairytale sight of Carcassonne,
restored in the 19th century

north is Carcassonne (see
pp488-9), a dreamy fortified
town that has been perfectly
restored. Romantics might also
want to seek out Montségur
(see p463) as the last strong-
hold of the persecuted
Cathars. Nimes (see pp496-7)
was a major Roman city with
a well-preserved amphitheater
and an astonishing aqueduct,
the Pont du Gard (see p495).
It was the highest bridge the
Romans ever built.

PROVENCE AND THE
COTE D'AZUR

¢ The French Riviera
* Cannes’ ritzy Film Festival
¢ Monte-Carlo Casino

St-Tropez (see p516), Nice
(see pp526~7), Menton (see
529) — the French Riviera is
the most fabulous waterfront

St-Tropez harbor, the most glamorous resort on the Provence coast

in the world. Admire top
yachts in Antibes (see p521),
catch the rising stars at
Cannes’ film festival (see
p520), and break the bank in
Monte-Carlo (see pp530-1).
There is plenty to do all year
round so it’s best to avoid
August when it can be
incredibly busy. Away from
the coast there are glorious
ancient towns, from Avignon
(see p503), where popes
built a palace, and Aix (see
p511), where good King
Renée ruled, to Roman Arles
(see pp508-9) and the
cowboy country of the
Camargue (see pp510-1).

CORSICA

¢ Myrtle-scented maquis
¢ Beautiful sandy beaches
¢ Fortified towns

A mountainous island with
coves and sandy beaches,
Corsica is the place to hike,
especially in spring, when
the aromatic maquis puts on
its best show. On the coast
there are fortified towns such
as Bonifacio (see p543) and
Porto (see p541), set in a
magical bay. Napoleon
Bonaparte was born in
Ajaccio (see p543). Find out
about the island’s history and
customs in the Musée de la
Corse in Corte (see p540),
which is a good base for
exploring enchanting,
remote Castagmiccia.
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Putting France on the Map

France, one of the largest countries in Europe,

has airline connections with most cities in the

world. Paris is the major transport hub with Sousdmpton
two international airports; others include o
Bordeaux, Lille, Lyon, Nice, and Toulouse. mout;&
There are good, high-speed rail links with

the rest of Europe, and a network of efficient

highways. A number of ferry routes cross the
Mediterranean to Corsica and beyond.

Cross-Channel ferries serve several ports, with

the Channel Tunnel providing an alternative

link by rail.

France, known as the

“Hexagon” due to

its six-sided shape, is

bordered by six

countries: Spain dcross

the Pyrenees to the Lorient
south; Italy and

Switzerland beyond the Alps;
Luxembourg and Belgium to the
north; and Germany on the other
side of the Rhine. The United King-
dom lies across the English Channel
(La Manche).
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Greater Paris

The capital of France, Paris is situated in lle
de France. Greater Paris has 11.6 million in-
babitants, 2.1 million of whom live within the
peripherique (ring road) in the Ville de Paris.

Oy —t
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Regional France

France has a population of around 61 million, and
receives over 75 million visitors a year. It covers an
area of 210,025 sq miles (543,965 sq km). Paris is the
largest city, followed by Lyon, Marseille, and the
conurbation of Lille-Lens-Valenciennes. The Loire,
Seine, Garonne, and Rhone are the longest of France’s
many rivers. This book divides the country into 15
regions, plus a separate
section for Paris and Ile de
France, although officially
France comprises 22 régions.

Cherbourg

nnion

St- Nazaire - L

GETTING AROUND A . - chateuera#g‘

In spite of its size, France is / o, 3 gpeoitiers
relatively easy to travel around. G /

There is a well-organized rail

network, and traveling times

are considerably shortened

between towns with a high-

speed TGV link (see p683).

Most highways have expensive

tolls but are fast and

efficient for longer distances.

City bypasses are usually free

and some longer sections of

highway may also be free.

Smaller roads are usually o ke, W
a more interesting way to 2

discover the country’s varied

landscape (pp686-8) and

they are almost invariably well-

maintained and signposted.

KEY

=== Highway

s Major road

——— Minor road

0 kilometers
————
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Eyewitness France Regions
Each of the chapters in this
guide has a color code. The

chapters are grouped into five
sections — Northeast France,

Western France, Central France
and the Alps, Southwest France,
and the South of France — plus
Paris and Ile de France.

house

Situated 120 miles (193 km) from the
Cote d’Azur, Corsica can be reached by
Sferry or air. Covering an area of 3,350

sq miles (8,680 sq km), it is the fourth

largest island in the Mediterranean.

THE MAP

KEY TO COLOR-CODING
[ Paris and lle de France

Northeast France

B (e Nordand Picardy

|| Champagne

B Alsace and Lorraine

Western France

B Normandy

I Brittany

B The Loire Valley

Central France and the Alps

B Burgundy and Franche-Comté

B Massif Central

B The Rhone Valley and French Alps

Southwest France

D Poitou and Aquitaine

[ Périgord, Quercy, and Gascony

[¥l The Pyrenees

The South of France
B Languedoc-Roussillon
Provence and the Cote d'Azur

B Corsica

CORSICA
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A PORTRAIT OF FRANCE

France’s landscape ranges from
mountain plateaux to lush farm-
land, traditional villages to chic
boulevards. Its regional iden- -
tities are equally diverse. The &
country belongs to both north-
ern and southern Europe, and
encompasses Brittany with
its Celtic maritime heritage,
the Mediterranean sunbelt,
Germanic Alsace-Lorraine, and the
hardy mountain regions of the
Auvergne and the Pyrenees. Paris
remains the linchpin, with its famously
brusque citizens and intense tempo.
Other cities range from the industrial
conglomeration of Lille in the north,
to Marseille, the biggest port on the
Mediterranean. The differences

Marianne,
symbol of France

he French are convinced that their way of life is best, and
that their country is the most civilized on earth. Many millions
of visitors agree with them. The food and wine are justly
celebrated. French culture, literature, art, cinema, and architecture

can be both profound and provocative. Whether cerebral, sensual,

or sportive, France is a country where anyone might feel at home.

between north and south, country
and city are well-entrenched,
indeed cherished. Advances
such as the TGV (high-speed
train), Internet, and cell
phone technology have helped
reduce distance (both physical
and emotional) yet have
simultaneously provoked an
opposite reaction: as life in
France becomes more city-based
and industrialized, so the desire grows
to safeguard the old, traditional
ways and to value rural life.

The idea of life in the country —
douceur de vivre (the Good Life),
tables set in the sun for the wine and
anecdotes to flow — is as seductive
as ever for residents and visitors

Chateau de Saumur, one of the Loire’s most romantic and complete castles

<] Café life in St-Tropez, one of the country’s many pleasures
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alike. Nevertheless, the
rural way of life has
been changing. Whereas
in 1945 one person in !
three worked in farming,
today it is only one in
25. France’s main exports
used to be luxury goods
such as perfumes and
Cognac; today, they have
been overtaken by cars,
aircraft, nuclear power
stations, and telecom-
munications equipment.
People remain committed to their
roots, and often retain a place in the
country for vacations or
retirement. On average,
T more French people
- - have second homes
than any other nation-
ality; and in many
areas, such as Proven-
ce, the dying villages
have found a new
life as chic summer
residences for Parisians. Many artists
and artisans now live and work in
the country; and entrepreneurs have
set up factory workshops there, more
feasible in the age of the Internet.
The decline in the
influence of the Catholic
Church has resulted in
social changes. Today
only 9 percent of people |
attend mass regularly.
Many couples live togeth-
er before marriage, and
are allowed the same tax
status as married couples.
Abortion is now legal.
Feminism in France has
quite a different look than
in Anglo-Saxon countries.
French feminists are unwil-
ling to condemn frivolous

——

Chanel chic

A

The popular scooter

The May 1968 disturbances, a catalyst for profound change in France

feminity and sex-appeal.
As EU citizens, women
in France have full legal
equality with men, but
French attitudes remain
traditional and a flirta-
tious gallantry is the
norm. The election of
Edith Cresson in 1991 as
France’s first woman
prime minister may have
appeared a milestone,
but her unpopularity and

the 1999 corruption case
against her as an EU Commissioner
arguably held back the cause of
women’s equality in French politics.
Ségoléne Royal re-established a
prominent political role for women
when she contested the 2007 presiden-
tial elections against Nicolas Sarkozy
and won 47 percent of the votes.

SOCIAL CUSTOMS AND POLITICS
French social life, except between
close friends, has always been marked
by formality — handshaking, the use of
titles, the preference for the formal vous
rather than the intimate fu. However,
this is changing among the younger
generation, who now call you by your




A PORTRAIT OF FRANCE

Farming in Alsace-Lorraine

first name. Standards of dress have
become much more informal too,
though the French still dress well.

Formality lingers on, however, and
France remains very legalistic —
whether you are buying a house
or exporting an antique. But
the French are insouciant
about their famous red
tape. Rules and laws are
there to be ingeniously
evaded, twisted, or made
more human. This sport
of avoiding cumbersome
bureaucracy has a name of
its own, le systeme D, to be
accompanied with a shrug
and a smile.

Since the end of the Cold War, the
sharp Left/Right divisions in French
society have been replaced by
pragmatic centrism. Over a period of
14 years, President Francois
Mitterrand — elected in 1981 as the
head of a Socialist Communist coalition
— steadily moved toward a more
central-focused political agenda. In
1995, he was replaced by Jacques
Chirac who promised right-wing
policies. He, too, moved to the center.
By the 2002 presidential elections,
immigration and security fears, broken

Charles de Gaulle

electoral promises, and political
corruption had caused widespread
disenchantment and a swing to the
Front National. The result was the
elimiation of Socialist Lionel Jospin in
the first round and the election of
Chirac by default in the
second. Further electoral
discontent was revealed by
the rejection of the Euro-
pean Constitution in 2005.
In 2007, Chirac’s Deputy
Prime Minister, Nicolas
Sarkozy, won the presi-
dency by addressing public
fears and promising an end to
political corruption. He set

out clearly what he would

do if elected, and has largely stuck to
his promises. Since election, Sarkozy
has notably forged a closer relationship
with the US, pushed through the
endorsement of the EU Treaty of
Lisbon, re-engaged France in the Euro-
pean Union, and opened up his
government to ministers from the Left.

CULTURE AND THE ARTS
Culture is taken seriously in France,
and writers, intellectuals, artists, and
fashion designers are held in high social
esteem. As a result, the state finances

21
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Designer Thierry Mugler at the Paris collections

a large network of provincial arts cen-
ters, and has traditionally given subsi-
dies which have allowed experimenta-
tion in art and design. The French
remain justly proud of their own
cinematic tradition and are
determined to defend it
against pressures from
Hollywood. Other
activities — from the
music industry to the
French language itself —
are subject to the same
protectionist attitudes.
Avant-garde art and lit-
erature and modern architecture all
enjoy strong patronage in France.
Some of the more exciting architec-
tural projects range from the striking
modern buildings in Paris — the Louvre

Traditional Breton costumes,
worn for festivals and pardons

pyramid and La Grande Arche at La
Défense — to the post-modern hous-
ing developments of Nimes, Mont-
pellier, and Marseille in the south.

MODERN LIFE

While one half of the French were
heralding in the new millennium in
true Gallic style, the other half were
plunged into darkness caused by the
worst storms ever to hit Europe. This
is an extreme illustration of French
ambivalence towards modernism.
France’s agro-business is one of the
most modern in the world, but the

peasant farmer is deeply
revered. France hankers
after a leading role in the
world, yet the country
effectively closes down
for the whole of Aug-
ust, when the French
take to the roads and
coastal resorts ... of
France! However, two
recent changes have some-
what forced the pace: the Internet,
which France has embraced keenly,
and the Euro, which, in one fell swoop,
has swept away Europe’s oldest
decimalized currency, the Franc. The

W

A view through the base of La Grande Arche, part of the huge business complex on the edge of Paris
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Southern produce: melons,
peaches, and apricots

3 R e '_‘r e

The traditional game of boules or pétanque, still extremely popular - especially in the south

French are enthusiastic, discerning
consumers. Even small towns have
chic clothes stores, and street markets
bring in local produce. France also has
Europe’s largest hypermarkets (super-
stores), which have
been steadily oust-
ing the local corner
store or grocery.
These are very
French in what they
sell: a long delica-
tessen counter may
~ have a wonderful
display of cheeses
and charcuterie,
while the range of
fresh vegetables and fruit is a tribute
to their role in French cuisine.
However, under modern pressures,
eating habits have been polarizing in a
curious way. The French used to eat
well every day as a matter of course.
Today many are in a hurry, and for
most meals of the week they will eat
simply — either a quick steak or pasta
dish at home, or a snack in town
(hence the wave of fast-food places
that have sprung up, in defiance of
French tradition). But meals still

remain an important part of French
culture — not just for the food and
wines, but also for the pleasure of
lengthy meals and good conversation
around a table, among family or
friends. They will reserve their gastron-
omy for the once-or-twice-a-week
special occasion, or the big family Sun-
day lunch, an important French ritual.
It is at these times that the French
zest for life really comes into its own.

lgi inder of rural life
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The Classic French Menu

The traditional French meal consists of at least three courses.
Les entrées or hors d’oeuvre (first courses or appetizers) include
soups, egg dishes, salads, or charcuterie, such as sliced
sausage or hams. There may be a separate fish course
before the main course. Otherwise, les plats (main
courses) will be a choice of meat and fish dishes,

often served with a sauce and accompanied by
potatoes, rice, or pasta and vegetables. The cheese
course comes before the dessert. Desserts may include
sorbets, fruit tarts, and creamy or chocolate concoctions.
A fixed-price menu is the cheapest option. For more
information on French restaurants, see pp596-9.

Fish soup

Endive salad
with diced fried
bacon HORS D’'OEUVRE
Goats cheese Soupe de poissons

melted on toast Escargots a la Bourguignonne
with salad

Salade frisée aux lardons
Wild mushrooms Crottin chaud en salade

sautéed with N N .
garlic and parsley Cepes a la Bordelaise

:Zc:r:gc}:: ;(I)Z:;)g::'?;mﬂs Sea bass grilled POISSONS
4 over fennel twigs, oo
are served in their shells with flamed in pastis Moules marinieres
parsley and garlic butter. Loup au fenouil
Scallops Coquilles St-jacques
Rabbit cooked
“huntsman” style VIANDES
with mushrooms Lapm chasseur
T Noisettes d'agneau
of lamb Bifteck au poivre
T Blanquette de veau
pepper sauce Magret de canard
Cote de porc
vealstaw Ris de veau

enriched with
egg and cream

Moules mariniéres 2 this
classic dish, mussels are
cooked in dry white wine Gratin Dauphinois

Carottes Vichy

with shallots and parsley. Breast of duck

Pork chops

Veal
sweatbreads

Carottes Vichy Cooked in

Gratin Dauphinois Layers of Vichy water with sugar,
potato are covered in cream, carrots take on a delicious,
topped with Gruyere cheese sweet glaze. They are served

and slowly baked. garnished with parsley.
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BREAKFAST

The French rarely eat cereal, eggs, or meat for
breakfast; assorted breads, spread with butter
and jams, are their morning choice. These
include croissants (flaky, buttery crescent-
shaped pastries); a piece of baguette (the
classic long thin loaf); pain au chocolat (an
oblong of croissant dough rolled round a
tablet of chocolate, then baked); and brioche
(an airy, egg-enriched yeast bread or roll).
They are accompanied by coffee or tea, or hot
chocolate for children. Hotels will usually offer fresh
fruit juice, too. The most common form of coffee at
breakfast is café au lait, espresso served with warm milk.

Typical French breakfast selection

Fixed-price
menu of the day

Grated celeriac
in a piquant
mayonnaise

Mlenu & €30
Caini. Hironst

Dandelion-leaf
m de salad

Dark, rich onion
soup topped
with bread and
grilled cheese

1 L8
Frogs’ legs
C"if”*‘- T Light, fluffy
poached pike
‘;.Uma_g‘e o ! £ dumplings
- Small tripe
COIFL sausages,

usually grilled

Upside-down
baked apple tart
Fromage
Meringues
floating in a
DESSERTS creamy sauce
Tarte Tatin
Sugared crépes
Ile flottante flamed in liqueur
Crepes flambées
; Baked fruit and
Cl{lf oultis batter dessert,
Créeme caramel often made with
N _ cherries
Creme bruléee
Egg custard

with a caramel
sauce

Fromage Any good
French restaurant will
take pride in offering a

good range of

perfectly matured

regional cheeses,

including, as available,

cows’, ewes’, and goats’
milk, blue, soft, and
hard varieties.

Boeuf Bourguignon Beef is
cooked in red Burgundy wine
with bacon, baby onions, and
button mushrooms.

Coq au vin A male chicken is
Slamed in brandy, then
stewed in wine with button
mushrooms and onions.

Créme Brulée This rich,
creamy custard is covered
with brown sugar, grilled
to form a crisp topping.
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The Wine of France

Winemaking in France dates back to pre-
Roman times, although it was the Romans
who disseminated the culture of the vine
and the practice of winemaking throughout
the country. The range, quality, and
reputation of the fine wines of Bordeaux,
Burgundy, the Rhone, and Champagne in
particular have made them role models the
world over. France’s everyday wines can
picker's  be highly enjoyable too, with plenty of
hod good value wines now emerging from the
southern regions.
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Traditional vineyard cultivation

WINE REGIONS

Each of the 10 principal wine-
producing regions has its

* own identity, based on
grape varieties, climate and

terroir (soil). Appellation

contrélée laws guarantee a

wine’s origins and produc-

tion methods.

KEY

[ "] Bordeaux
7] Burgundy
[7] Champagne

[] Alsace
[ Loire

| “~—= [0 Provence

[] Jura and Savoie

[T The Southwest

|_| Languedoc-Roussillon

[T Rhone

HOW TO READ A WINE LABEL The property or  Chateau-bottled, rather than a wine from a
Even the simplest label will identi- producer merchant or grower’s cooperative

fy the wine and provide a key to

its quality. It will bear the name ot

the wine and its producer, its vin- \\ u'\l ]\ ' .'?Lfé(; \

tage if there is one, and whether it | L AL
comes from a strictly defined area

(appellation contrélée or VDQS)

or is a more general vin de pays

or vin de table. It may also |
have a regional grading, as with

the crus classés in Bordeaux. [

tle is also a guide to the kind
of wine it contains. Green glass \

(3 1

’"fll .
The shape and color of the bot- EMieR GR M'r

ok
cal C.\.p‘b

- '[ ( r Pictures may
= 1 be accurate or
. fanciful

| Capacity of

/;/ the bottle

is often used since this helps to |
protect the wine from light. The vintage, from the French
word vendange, or harvest

The wine's appellation contrélée
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HOW WINE IS MADE

Wine is the product of the juice of freshly picked grapes,
after natural or cultured yeasts have converted the grape
sugars into alcohol during the fermentation process. The
yeasts, or lees, are normally filtered out before bottling.

WHITE WINE  RED WINE

Newly harvested grapes,
whether red or white, are first
lightly crushed to bring the
sugar-rich juices into contact
with the yeasts in the grape
skins’ “bloom.”

Old wine press

Red wine gets its backbone
Sfrom tannins present in red
grape skins. The stems

also contain tannins,
but of a harsher kind;
most winemakers de-
stem most or all of
their red grapes
before they
are crushed.

Crusher and
de-stemmer

Tanks for
maceration

For young white wines
and some reds (e.g. simple
Beaujolais) that do not gain
complexity from ageing, the
crushed grape juice may be
steeped, or macerated, with the
grape skins for a few hours to
add aroma and flavor.

White wine uses only free-run
or lightly pressed juice for the
[freshest and fruitiest flavors.
For red wine, the grapes are
pressed thoroughly after fermen-
tation, and this vin de presse,
rich in tannins and other flav-
or elements, can be blended
back into the wine as needed.

Fermentation is a natural
process, but can be
unpredictable; nowadays,
many growers use cultured
yeasts and hygienic, tempera-
ture-controlled stainless-steel
tanks to control fermentation
and ensure
consistent results.

Early drinking wines may be fil-
tered straight into their bottles,
but barrels are used to age
many finer wines. The flavors
imparted by the oak are an
integral part of many wines’
identities — for example, the
tobaccoey, “wood-shavings”
character of red Bordeaux.

Bottle shapes typical of red
Bordeaux (left) and Burgundy

Different shades of glass
identify the wine regions
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Artists in France

Artists have always been inspired by France,
especially since landscape became a legitimate subject
for art in the 19th century. Art and tourism have been
closely linked for over a century, when the establish-
ment of artists’ colonies in the forest of Fontainebleau,
Brittany, and the south of France did much to make
these areas attractive to visitors. Today, one of the
pleasures of touring the countryside is the recognition
of landscapes made famous in paintings. Follower of the French
Classical tradition of land-
scape painting, Jean-
Baptiste-Camille Corot

ded The Belf;
Realist School of painting, :)?ngu‘;i 1 ;71;3_ b

Gustave Courbet, social-
ist and leader of the

Le Nord and
captured this Picardy
Jamous coastal &
town in The Cliffs .::, ‘;
at Etretat after a A
Storm (1869).
Normandy é—-— 4 Frerremn
Paris
and Ile de
) France
Brittany

= Loire Valley

Emile Bernard was
Jfascinated by the wild,

almost primitive character

of the Breton landscape and
the individuality of its inhab-
itants. He was one of the com-
munity of artists based in
Pont Aven. His La Ronde
Bretonne (1892) portrays
local Celtic customs.

Poitou and

Aquitaine
Neo-Impressionist artist
and exponent of Pointillism,
Paul Signac indulged his
love of maritime subjects Périgord,
on the coasts of France. Quercy and
Entrance to the Port at La Gascony
Rochelle (7921) shows bis
use of myriad dots of
color to represent nature.
Zecees Languedoc-
Roussillon
Théodore Rousseau, the leading light of
the Barbizon School (see p181) of landscape
painters, visited the Auvergne in 1830. It was
here that he began to paint “en plein air” (in the
open air). The results are seen in this sensitively
observed scene, Sunset, Auvergne (¢.1830).
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A few months before bis
tragic death in July 1890,
Vincent Van Gogh painted the
Church at Auvers. He noted
that the building “appears to
have a violet-bued blue

color; pure cobalt.”

In his Eiffel Tower (1926)
Robert Delaunay investigated
the abstract qualities of

color. His wife, artist Sonia
Delaunay, said, “The Eiffel
Tower and the Universe were
one and the same to him.”

Scenes from everyday

life were realisti-

cally rendered

Alsace and by Gustave

- Lorraine Courbet, as here
in Young Ladies of

Champagne the Village Giving

Alms to a Cow Girl

in a Valley near
Ornans (1851-2).

Maurice Utrillo
painted this village
scene, The Church
of Saint Bernard in
Summer (1924),
while staying at bis
mother’s home. The
somber tone and
emptiness reflect his
unhappy life.

Burgundy and
Franche-Comté

The Massif
Central

The Rhone Valley
and French Alps

e

Provence and
the Cote d’Azur 5

The French Riviera attracted

Landscape at Collioure many artists (see pp472-3).
(1905) depicts the vivid Raoul Dufy particularly appre-
colors of this little Catalan ciated its pleasures, seen in this
fishing village. It was bere typical scene of blue skies and
that Henri Matisse founded — palm trees, La Jetée Promenade
the art movement of the a Nice (1928).
Fauves, or “Wild Beasts,”
who used exceptionally

bright, expressive colors.

0 kilometers 100
el
0 miles 100
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Monument to
Baudelaire

THE NOVEL

Writers in France

Writers and intellectuals traditionally enjoy
high prestige in France. One of the most
august of French institutions is the
Academie Francaise, whose 40 members,
most of them writers, have pronounced
on national events and, on occasion,
held public office.
The work of many French novelists
is deeply rooted in their native area,
ranging from the Normandy of Gustave
Flaubert to Jean Giono’s Provence. In addition to their
literary merit, these novels provide a unique guide to
France’s regional identities.

The first great French writer
was Rabelais in the 16th
century, a boisterous, life-
affirming satirist (see p295).
Many writers in the Age of
Enlightenment that followed
emphasized the tradition of
reason, clarity, and objectivity

Marcel Proust, author of
Remembrance of Things Past

The farmland of the Beauce, where Zola based his novel, La Terre

in their work. The 19th cen-
tury was the golden age of
the French humanist novel,
producing Balzac, with his
vast fresco of contemporary
society; Stendhal, a fierce
critic of the frailties of ambition
in Scarlet and Black; and
Victor Hugo, known for
epics such as Les Misérables.
George Sand broke ground
with her novels such as 7he
Devil’s Pool which depicted
peasant life, albeit in an
idealized way. In the same
century, Flaubert produced his
masterwork Madame Bovary,
a study of provincialism and
misplaced romanticism. In
contrast, Zola wrote Germincil,
La Terre, and other studies of
lower-class life.

Marcel Proust combined a
poetic evocation of his boy-
hood with a portrait of high
society in his long novel,
Remembrance of Things Past.

Colette’s house in Burgundy

Others have also written
poetically about their child-
hood, such as Alain-Fournier
in Le Grand Meaulnes and
Colette in My Mother’s House.

A new kind of novel
emerged after World War .
Jean Giono’s Joy of Man’s
Desiring and Francois
Mauriac’s masterly 7hérese
Desqueyroux explored the
impact of landscape upon
human character. Mauriac,
and also George Bernanos in
his Diary of a Country Priest,
used lone spiritual struggle
as a theme. The free-thinker
André Gide was another
leading writer of the inter-
war years with his Strait is
the Gate and the autobio-
graphical If it Die.

In the 1960s Alain Robbe-
Grillet and others experim-
ented with the Nouveau
Roman, which subordinated
character and plot to detailed
physical description. Critics
held it in part responsible for
the recent decline of the
novel. Despite this, the 2008
Nobel Prize for literature was
awarded to Franco-Mauritian
Jean-Marie Gustave Le Clézio.

Hugo’s novel Les Misérables,
made into a musical in the 1980s
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THEATER

POETRY

The three classic play-
wrights of French lit-
erature, Racine,
Moliere, and
Corneille, lived in
the 17th century.
Moliere’s com-
edies satirized
the vanities and
foibles of human
nature. Corneille
and Racine wrote
noble verse
tragedies. They
were followed

in the 18th
century by
Marivaux,

writer of romantic
comedies, and
Beaumarchais whose
Barber of Seville
and Marriage of
Figaro later be-
came operas.
Victor Hugo’s dramas were
the most vigorous product of
the 19th century. The excep-
tional dramatists of the 20th
century range from Jean
Anouilh, author of urbane
philosophical comedies, to
Jean Genet, ex-convict critic
of the establishment. In
the 1960s, Eugene
Tonesco from Ro-
mania and Samuel
Beckett from Ireland
were among the pi-
oneers of a new
genre, the “theater of
the absurd.” Since
then, no major play- |
wrights have emerged

but experimental work
flourishes in state-sub-
sidized theater companies.

AN

Moliére, the 17th-
century dramatist

The greatest of early French
poets was Ronsard, who
wrote sonnets about nature
and love in the 16th cen-
tury. Lamartine, a major
poet of the early 19th
century, also took
nature as one of his
themes (his poem Ze
Lac laments a lost love).
Later the same century,
Baudelaire (Les Fleurs
du mal) and Rimbaud
(Le Bateau Ivre)
were judged to be pro-
vocative in their day.
Nobel prizewinner in
1904, Frédéric Mistral
wrote in his native Provencal
tongue. The greatest poet of
the 20th century is considered
to be Paul Valéry,
whose work is pro-
foundly philosophical.

PHILOSOPHY

France has produced a large
number of leading
philosophers in the European
humanist tradition. One of
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Novels by Albert Camus, who
won the Nobel Prize in 1957

Sartre and de Beauvoir in La
Coupole restaurant in Paris, 1969

the first was Montaigne, in
the 16th century, an inspired
moralist who established the
essay as an art form. Then
came Descartes, the master
of logic, and the philosopher
Pascal. The 18th century
produced two great figures —
Voltaire, the supreme liberal,
and Rousseau, who preached
the harmonizing influence of
living close to nature.

In the 20th century, Sartre,
de Beauvoir, and Camus used
the novel as a philosophical
vehicle. Sartre led the exis-
tentialist movement in Paris
in the early 1940s with his
novel Nausea and his treatise
Being and Nothingness.
Camus’ novel, The Outsider,
was equally influential.

Throughout the "70s and
’80s the radical ideas of the
structuralists seized Paris
(Barthes, Foucault, etc.).
Post-structuralism relayed
this rationalist approach into
the "90s,with Derrida, Kristeva,
Deleuze, and Lyotard.

FOREIGN WRITERS

Many foreign writers have visited and

been inspired by France, from Petrarch in
14th-century Avignon to Goethe in Alsace
in 1770-71. In the 20th century the Riviera
attracted novelists Somerset Maugham,
Katherine Mansfield, Ernest Hemingway,
and Graham Greene. In 1919 the American
Sylvia Beach opened the first Shakespeare
and Company bookshop in Paris, which
became a cultural center for expatriate
writers. In 1922 she was the first to publish
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James Joyce’s masterwork, Ulysses.

Hemingway with Sylvia Beach and friends, Paris 1923
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Romanesque and Gothic =
Architecture in France o ﬁg%
® _©

France is rich in medieval architecture, ranging from @®®
small Romanesque churches to great Gothic cathe- ®

drals. As the country emerged from the Dark Ages in ®®
the 11th century, there was a surge in Romanesque i %
building, based on the Roman model of thick walls, e _{

round arches, and heavy vaults. French architects im-
proved this basic structure, leading to the flowering | 0caToR MAP
of Gothic in the 13th century. Pointed arches and fly-
ing buttresses were the key inventions that allowed

for much taller buildings with larger windows. @ Gothic cathedrals

@ Romanesque abbeys & churches

ROMANESQUE FEATURES Central lantern Clerestory

Apse tower Gallery
Transept (V

=

Arcades

e
The plan of Angouléme A section of Le Puy reveals a high The massive walls of the
shows the cross-shape and — barrel-vaulted nave with round arches nave bays of St-Etienne
the rounded eastern apse  and low side aisles. Light could enter support a three-storey
typical of Romanesque through windows in the side aisles and structure of arcades, a
architecture. the central lantern tower. gallery, and clerestory.

GOTHIC FEATURES

Rib vault Triforium

Buttress r Flying
buttresses

Pointed

Tracery

— Y Double-
—+ aisled
nave
--I
E -
r- L .

The plan of Amiens A section of Beauvais shows how Pointed arches with-
shows the nave and apse the nave could be raised to stagger- stood greater stress, per-
Jlanked by a continuous ing heights thanks to exterior sup- mitting larger windows

row of chapels. port from flying buttresses. as in the nave at Reims.
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WHERE TO FIND ROMANESQUE ARCHITECTURE

® St-Etienne, Caen p254

® Mont-St-Michel, Normandy p258
® St-Pierre, Angouléme p419
® Notre-Dame, Le Puy p365

® St-Pierre, Moissac pp442-3
® St-Sernin, Toulouse pp446-7

@ Ste-Foy, Conques pp358-9
Sacré-Coeur, Paray-le-Monial p345
® St-Philibert, Tournus p344
St-Etienne, Nevers p338

@ Ste-Madeleine, Vézelay pp336-7
@ Marmoutier, Saverne p233

WHERE TO FIND GOTHIC ARCHITECTURE

St-Denis, lle-de-France p172
Sainte-Chapelle, Paris pp84-5
Notre-Dame, Paris pp86-7

@ Notre-Dame, Chartres pp308-11
@ St-Etienne, Bourges p373

@ Notre-Dame, Strasbourg p237
Notre-Dame, Reims pp212-3
@ Notre-Dame, Laon p205
Notre-Dame, Amiens pp202-3
@ St-Pierre, Beauvais p200

Central tower

Entrance

Tiered apse

Apsidal

The east end of Nevers has a
rounded apse surrounded by a
semicircular ambulatory and
radiating chapels. The chapels were
added to provide space for altars.

Marmoutier Abbey with its
towers, narrow windows,
and small portal give it a
Jortified appearance.

Stepped tower

Sculpted

Buttress
Chapel

The east end of Beauvais,
with its delicate buttresses
topped by pinnacles, is the
culmination of High Gothic.

The west facade of Laon
has decorative, sculpted por-
tals and a rose window
characteristic of Gotbic style.

TERMS USED IN THIS
GUIDE

Basilica: Early church with
two aisles and nave lit from
above by clerestory windows.

Clerestory: A row of windows
illuminating the nave from
above the aisle roof.

Rose: Circular
window, often
stained glass.

Buttress: Mass of masonry
built to support a wall.

Flying buttress: An
arched support trans-
mitting thrust of the
weight downward.

Portal: Monumental entrance
to a building, often decorated.

Tympanum:
4 \ Decorated space,
oy “» often carved,
over a door or window lintel.

Vault: Arched stone ceiling.

Transept: Two wings of a
cruciform church at right
angles to the nave.

Crossing: Center of cruciform
where transept crosses nave.

Lantern: Turret with windows
to illuminate interior, often
with cupola (domed ceiling).

Triforium: Middle story
between arcades and
clerestory.

Apse: Termination of the
church, often rounded.

Ambulatory: Aisle running
round east end, passing
behind the sanctuary.

Arcade: Set of arches and
supporting columns.

Rib vault: Vault supported by
projecting ribs of stone.

Gargoyle: Carved
grotesque figure,
often a water spout.

—
Tracery: Ornamental carved
stone pattern within Gothic
window.

Flamboyant Gothic: Carved
stone tracery resembling

Capital: Top of a
column, usually
carved.
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Rural Architecture

French farmhouses are entirely products of the soil,
built of stone, clay, or wood, depending on which
materials are found locally. As the topography
changes so does the architecture, from the steeply-
sloped roofs covered in flat tiles in the north to the
broad canal-tiled roofs of the south.

Despite this rich regional diversity, French farm-
houses fall into three basic categories: the maison
bloc, where house and outbuildings share the same
roof; the high house, with living quarters upstairs and
livestock or wine cellar below; and courtyard farm- Shuttered window in Alsace
steads, their buildings set around a central court.

The chalet is typical of the
Wood from Jura, Alps, and Vosges
local forests mountains. The maison bloc
housed both family and
livestock throughout the
winter. Gaps between the
gable planks allowed air to
circulate around crops stored
in the loft, and an earth ramp
bebind gave wagons access.

Symmetrical
facade

Many lofts also had a
threshing floor.
Normandy wood
structure Flat-tiled roof

Half-timbered houses are
typical of Normandy, Alsace,
Champagne, Picardy, the
Landes, and Basque country.
The filling between the timbers
was wattle and daub or in some
cases brick, but it is the arrange-
ment of the smaller posts, differ-
ent in each region, that best
expresses the local style.

Dovecote
with flat tiles

Raised stone
foundations
Steps to front

door

Animals or wine
housed here

The high house is most prominent in the
southeast, and is normally built of stone with
an exterior stone staircase and upstairs porch.
Wine growers’ barrels could be stored on the
ground floor without hoisting, or livestock
stabled there. High houses in the Lot Valley
often feature a dovecote.




A PORTRAIT OF FRANCE

Local stone

The long house is the oldest
Jform of maison bloc, with
Sfamily and livestock at
opposite ends of the building —
originally one room. In this

Slate roof

Breton version, separdte
doorways lead to bouse and
stable. A dividing wall only
became common in the
19th century.

Dovecote with canal tiles

Entrance to lodging

The word “mas” generally refers to any Provengal
Jarmhbouse. In the Camargue and the Crau, it is a
Sfarmstead for large-scale sheep farming built in

of the south

Ochre and beige colors

an “agglomerated” style: the outbuildings, Rendered facade
although attached to one another, are of different
beights. Often, a dovecote is included.

WALLS

Pebble and brick Compressed cob:
wall brick pisé

Sun-dried adobe
bricks

Brick, flint, and chalk
mortar

Limestone, granite, sand-
stone and pebbles were all
used for building walls. But
if no stone was available,
clay was dug for infilling
half-timbered houses, as
wattle and daub. The alter-
native was to use a cob
mixture (pisé), pressed into
blocks in a process called
banchange. Adobe (sun-
dried brick) was also used
but fired brick was fairly
rare as it was expensive to
bake. However, brick was
sometimes used as trim or
combined with chalk or
pebbles in a “composite”
walling. Walls were general-
ly rendered with mortar.

Pantiles, used in
Flanders and Picardy

Flat terra cotta tiles in
colors of local sand

Canal clay tiles
typical of the south

ROOFING

Two roof styles distinguish
the north and south. Nor-
thern roofs are steeply
pitched, so that any rain-
water runs off easily. In the
south, roofs are covered
with canal clay tiles, and
more gently sloped to
prevent the tiles sliding off.
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held throughout France,
ranging from the huge

SPRING

France’s outdoor life resumes
in spring, terrace-cafés filling
up in the sunshine. Easter is
a time of Catholic process-
ions and concerts of sacred
music. The Cannes Film
Festival in May is the best
known of the season’s many
conventions and trade fairs.

MARCH

International Half Marathon
beginning and ending at
Chiteau de Vincennes.
Tinta’ Mars (two weeks),
Langres. Cabaret and musical
evenings at various venues.
Grenoble Jazz Festival
(two weeks Mar).

% Jazz concerts.

Banlieues Blues
Jazz Festival
Rugby (Mar), Saint-Denis.
ball Jazz music.
Six Nations Rugby
Tournament, Stade de
France, Paris.

La Bravade procession honoring
Saint Torpes in St-Tropez

. il

Festival d’Amiens (mid-
Mai/early Apr). Celebrated

jazz festival at various venues.

APRIL

Festival de Paques
(Easter week), chamber
music festival,
Deauville (see p255).
Feria Pascale (Easter
week). The whole town
parties as the bull-
fighting season begins,
Arles (see pp508-9).
Lourdes Pilgrimage
(Palm Sun to Oct, see
p459).

Floréal Musical d’Epinal
(early Apr—mid-May). Multi-
genre music festival, Epinal.
Bourges Spring Festival (end
Apr/early May, see p313),

Formula One racing at the Monaco Grand Prix

Spring
asparagus

FRANCE THROUGH THE YEAR

he French, with their farming

roots, are deeply aware of the

changing seasons, and the mild
climate means they can celebrate out-
doors most of the year. History and tra-
dition are honored with fétes, such
as Bastille Day (July 14). For culture
lovers, thousands of arts festivals are

Avignon Theater Festival down to small
village events. National sports events,
such as the Tour de France bicycle race,
are a key feature in the calendar.
Throughout the year, festivals take
place celebrating every kind of
- food and wine. In high summer,
== the cities empty and French and
foreign visitors flock to the
beaches and countryside.

modern music.
Europa Jazz Festival, Le Mans.
Jazz musicians from all over
the world perform.
Joan of Arc Festival
(end Apr-early
May), pageant and
cathedral service,
Orléans (see p312).
Paris International
Marathon from Place
de la Concorde to
Avenue Foch.

MAY

Asparagus harvest,
notably in the Loire.
International Grand
Prix de Monaco (Ascension
weekend, see p530).

La Bravade (May 16-18),
St-Tropez (see p516).
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Cannes Film Festival (second
and third week).
Gypsy Pilgrimage (late May),
Stes-Maries-de-la-Mer
(see p510).
Féte de la Transhumance
(end May). Herds are taken up
to summer pastures.
International
Garden Festival
(mid-May-mid-Oct),
Chaumont sur Loire.
Nimes Feria
(Pentecost), bull-
fights and street
music festival (see
p496).
Grandes Eaux
Musicales (Apr—Oct:
Sun; Jul -Sep: Sat—Sun),
Versailles. Classical music in

SUMMER

The French vacation season
begins in mid-July, with the
return to work and school (la
rentrée) in early September.
Beaches, marinas, and camp
sites are all full to bursting.
Every village has its féte and
there are festivals, sporting
events, and flea markets.

JUNE

French Tennis Open
(last wk May —first wk
Jun), Stade Roland
Garros, Paris.
Strasbourg
International

Music Festival
(Jun—Jul). -
International Sailing "y
Week (early Jun),
La Rochelle.

o "
.-l f .8

The rose season
in full bloom

Cyclists in the final stage of the Tour de France bicycle race

Traditional transhumance of animals to summer pastures

the grounds of the chateau.
Puy-du-Fou Pageant
(May-Sep). Audio-guides and
horse stunts evoke local life
through the ages (see p290).

Le Mans 24-Hour
Automobile Race (second or
third w/e, see p291).

Féte de la Musique (Jun 21),
music events all over France.
Féte de St-Jean (Jun 24),
music, bonfires, and fire-
works all over France.

Gay Pride March (Jun 23),
The march engulfs Paris.
Tarasque Festival (last week-
end), Tarascon (see p507).

JuLy

Festival d’Art Lyrique
(Jun—Jul), Aix-en-Provence
(see p511).
Avignon Theater
Festival (all month,
see p503).
Paris-Plage (mid-
Jul-mid-Aug). Paris
and other cities get an

o

Soccer Cup Final (second
week), Stade de France, Paris.
Le Printemps des Arts
(mid-May—Jun), Nantes area.
Baroque dance and music.

Bullfighting in Mont-de-Marsan

annual temporary beach.
Tombées de la Nuit (first
week), Rennes. Arts festival.
Troménie (2nd Sun Jul),
Locronan. Procession of
penitents (see p273).
Comminges Music Festival
(Jul-end Aug, see p462).
Nice Jazz Festival (late-Jul).
Mont-de-Marsan Feria
(third w/e). Bullfights and
music (see p425).
International Jazz Festival
(second half), Antibes and
Juan-les-Pins (see p521).
Jazz Vienne (first two weeks),
Vienne (see p382).

Féte de St-Louis (around
Aug 25), Sete (see p492).
Tour de France cycle race
(1st three weeks). The grand
finale takes place on the
Champs-Elysées, Paris.
Francofolies (mid-Jul), Music
festival at La Rochelle.
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Vacationers on a crowded beach in

?

AUGUST

Pablo Casals Festival
(end Jul-mid-Aug),
Prades (see p480).

Les Rendezvous de
I'Erdre (last w/e),
Nantes. Jazz and river-
boats (see p290).
Mimos (1st week),
Périgueux. World famous

‘

Cannes on the Cote d'Azur

Féte de la Véraison

(first or second w/e), medieval
celebration of thanksgiving
for the bounty of the fruit
harvest, Chateauneuf-du-
Pape (see p502).

Interceltic Festival (second
week), Celtic arts and music,

Féte du Jasmin (first w/e),
Grasse (see p517). Floats,
music, dancing in town.
Foire aux Sorciers
(first Sun), Bué (nr
Bourges). Costumed
witch and wizard festi-
val and folk groups.

\ Parade of Lavender Lorient.
P Floats (first or Feria - Bullfight (mid-Aug),
. second weekends), Dax (see p425).

international mime Avignon Theater ~ Digne St-Jean-Pied-de-Port-Basque
festival. Festival performer  (see p517). Féte (mid-Aug, see p454).
AUTUMN

In wine regions, the grape
harvest is the occasion for
much gregarious jollity, and
every wine village has its
wine festival. When the new
wine is ready in November
there are more festivities. The
hunting season begins —
everywhere there is game
shooting. In the southwest,
migrating birds are trapped.

SEPTEMBER

Deauville American film
Festival (first two weeks).
Picardy Cathedral Festival
(mid-Sep), classical concerts
in the region’s cathedrals.
“Musicades” (first fortnight),
Lyon. Classical concerts.

Le Puy “Roi de I'Oiseau,”
(second week), Renaissance-
style festival (see p365).
Grape harvest, wine regions
throughout France.
Journées du Patrimoine,
(3rd w/e). Over 14,000 histor-
ical buildings can be visited,
many not normally open.

Ceremony for the Induction of new Chevaliers at the Hospice de Beaune

OCTOBER NOVEMBER

Dinard British film Festival
(first week, see p281).
Nuit Blanche (first Sat),
Paris. Museums stay
open all night.

Prix de I'Arc de Triomphe
(first Sun), Horse racing
at Longchamp, Paris.
Espelette Red Pepper
Festival (last w/e, see
p453), Basque region.
Abbey de Fontevraud
Music (to spring, p294). Classic

Dijon International Food
and Wine Festival (first two
weeks). Traditional

gastronomic fair.

Apple Festival (mid-

Nouv), Le Havre.

Wine Auctions and Les
Trois Glorieuses (third
weekend), Beaune

(see p346).

Truffle season (until
Mar), Périgord, Quercy

and Provence.

il cello
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WINTER

At Christmas,
traditional

nativity plays

are held in

churches and
there are fairs
and markets
throughout
France. In the Alps
and the Pyrenees,
and even the Vosges and
Massif Central, the ski slopes
are crowded. In Flanders and
Nice, carnivals take place
before Lent.

Christmas
wreath

DECEMBER

Critérium International de la
Premiére Neige (early Dec),

Val d’Isere. First competition
of the season.

JANUARY

Monte-Carlo Rally (usually
mid-Jan, see p530).

Limoux Carnival (until Mar).
Street festival held since the
Middle Ages.

Fashion shows. Summer

Downhill skier on the slopes in
the French Alps

b pasane

N

RS

The Taj Mahal re-created at the Lemon Festival in Menton

collections, Paris.

Festival du Cirque (end),
Monaco. International event.
Festival de la Bande Dessinée
(last w/e). International strip
cartoon festival, Angouléme.

FEBRUARY

Lemon Festival (mid-

Feb-Mar), Menton (see p529).

Nice Carnival and the Battle
of Flowers (late Feb-early
Mar;, see p520).

Paris Carnaval, (date varies,
check), Quartier St-Fargeau.
Féte de Mimosa, (3rd Sun),
Bormes-les-Mimosas.

Celebrating the Nice Carnival
and the Battle of Flowers

22 -
Bastille Day parade past the Arc de Triomphe

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

New Year's Day (Jan 1)
Easter Sunday and Monday
Ascension Day (sixth
Thursday after Easter)
Whit Monday (second
Monday after Ascension)
Labor Day (May 1)

VE Day (May 8)

Bastille Day (Jul 14)
Assumption Day (Aug 15)
All Saints’ Day (Nov 1)
Remembrance Day

(Nov 11)

Christmas Day (Dec 25)
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The Climate of France
PARIS AND ILE DE
Set on Europe’s western edge, France FRANCE __ Average monthly
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THE HISTORY OF FRANCE

he only European country fac-

ing both the North Sea and the

Mediterranean, France has been
subject to a particularly rich variety
of cultural influences. Though
famous for the rootedness of
its peasant population, it g =
has also been a European §
melting pot, even before the
arrival of the Celtic Gauls in the
centuries before Christ, through
to the Mediterranean immi-
grations of the 20th century.

Roman conquest by Julius

Caesar had an enduring impact, but
from the 4th and 5th centuries AD,
waves of Barbarian invaders de-
stroyed much of the Roman legacy.
The Germanic Franks provided poli-
tical leadership in the following cen-
turies, but when their line died out
in the late 10th century, France was
socially and politically fragmented.

THE FORMATION OF FRANCE
The Capetian dynasty gradually pieced
France together over the Middle Ages,
a period of great economic prosperity
and cultural vitality. The Black Death
and the Hundred Years’ War brought
setbacks, and the dynasty’s power
was seriously threatened by the rival
Burgundian dukes. France recovered
and, despite the wars of religion,

Fleur-de-lys, the
royal emblem

flourished during the Renaissance,
followed by the grandeur of Louis
XIV’s reign. During the Enlighten-
ment, in the 18th century, French
culture was the envy of Europe.
The Revolution of 1789
», ended the absolute monarchy
» and introduced major social
and institutional reforms,
many of which were endorsed
and consolidated by Napoleon.
Yet the Revolution also inaugu-
rated the instability that re-
mained a hallmark of French
politics until de Gaulle and the 5th
Republic: since 1789, France has
known five republics, two empires and
three brands of royal power, plus the
Vichy government in World War II.

Modernization in the 19th and 20th
centuries proved a slow process.
Railroads, the military service, and
radical educational reforms were
crucial in forming a sense of French
identity among the citizens.

Rivalry with Germany dominated
French politics for most of the late
19th and early 20th century. The
population losses in World War I were
traumatic for France, while during
1940—44 the country was occupied by
Germany. Yet since 1945, the two
countries have proved the backbone
of the developing European Union.

<] La République, painted by Charles Landelle in 1848
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Prehistoric France y

The earliest traces of human life in
France date back to around 2 million BC.
From around 40,000 BC, Homo sapiens ™ Ty
lived an itinerant existence as hunters and
gatherers. Around 6000 BC, following the | {q ’
P -
G

end of the Ice Age, a major shift in lifestyle
occurred, as people settled down to herd ani-
mals and cultivate crops. The advent
of metal-working allowed more effective
tools and weapons to be developed. The
Iron Age is associated particularly with the Celts, who
arrived from the east during the first millennium BC.
A more complex social hierarchy developed, consisting
of warriors, farmers, artisans, and druids (Celtic priests).

Bronze Age
vase, Brittany

FRANCE IN 8000 BC

[”1 Former coastline

["] Present-day land mass

These carvings of horses’
heads were found in
the Pyrenees and

date from around
9000 BC.

Carnac Stone Alignments (4500-4000 BC)
The purpose of the extensive networks of
megaliths around Carnac (see p278) remains
obscure. They possibly served in pagan

; ! The mammoth,
rituals or as an astronomical calendar.

here carved from ani-

mal bone, was a thick-
coated giant who died out
after the end of the Ice Age.

Cro-Magnon Man
This skull, dating to

¢.25,000 BC, was dis-
covered at Cro-Magnon
in the Dordogne in 1868.
In comparison with most
of his predecessors, Cro-
Magnon Man was tall,
robust, and had a large
bead. He differed only
marginally from us.

PREHISTORIC ART

The rich deposits of cave art in
France have only been recognized
as authentic for just over a century.
They include wall paintings and
daubings but also various engraved
objects. Venus figurines, carved with
flint tools, probably had ritual and
religious rather than erotic purposes.

TIMELINE

2,000,000 BC Early
hominid societies

2,000,000 BC | 30,000

Painting of bulls
in Lascaux

30,000 Cro-Magnon Man

25,000 | 20,000

400,000 Discovery of
fire by Homo erectus

Primitive stone

tool
28,000 The first Venus

sculptures, possibly
representing fertility
goddesses
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Doorway, Roquepertuse
Religion was an important
part of Celtic life. The

Celts made a cult of
severed heads — presumably
of their enemies — as seen

in this sanctuary

doorway dating
from the 3rd
century BC.

The prehistoric
hunter’s quarry is
here represented by
a flock of chamois
carved on a piece
of bone.

43

This highly stylized
female figure, a Venus figurine
found in southwest France,
was carved from mammoth
tusk in around 20,000 BC.

This carved bone, found in Laugerie
Basse in the Dordogne, shows a
bison chased by a man with a spear.

WHERE TO SEE
PREHISTORIC FRANCE

The Lascaux cave paintings in Périgord
(see p434) are among the best in the
world. Further cave decoration is
found around Les Eyzies (pp434-5),
at the Vallée des Merveilles near
Tendes in the Alpes-Maritimes (p529)
and in the Grotte du Pech Merle in
the Lot Valley (p438). The intriguing
menhirs at Filitosa in Corsica (pp542—
3) are about 4,000 years old.

The Lascaux cave paintings, dating
Jfrom 16,000-14,000 BC, include
images of bulls and mammoths.

Copper Axe (¢.2000 BC)

Copper tools preceded the arrival of
the stronger and more malleable
bronze alloy. Iron was to prove

the toughest and most
useful metal of all.

Bronze Armor
Bronze and Iron
Age people were

highly warlike. The
Celtic Gauls were
feared even by Romans.
Their protective armor,
such as this breastplate
dating from 750-475
BC, was light but
reasonably effective.

15,000 Hunters live on wandering herds
of mammoth, rhinoceros, and reindeer.
Art includes the Lascaux caves and Val
Camonica/Mont Bego engravings

15,000 | 10,000

600 Greek colony at
Marseille. Mediterranean
luxury goods exchanged for
tin, copper, iron, and slaves.
Early urban development

7000-4500 Neolithic
revolution: farming,
megaliths, and menhir
stone sculptures

5,000

10,000 End of Ice Age. More
regions become inhabitable

10,000-6000 Mammoth herds disappear
and hunters must rely on animals of the
forest, including wild boar and aurochs

1200-700 Arrival of the Celts during
the Bronze and Iron Ages

500 Celtic nobles bury their dead
with riches such as the Vix
treasure (see p334)

Celtic belmet
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Roman Gaul

The Romans had annexed the southern

fringe of France by 125-121 BC. Julius o A
)\ Caesar brought the rest of Gaul under Ty
Roman control in the Gallic Wars (58— ! )J
51 BO). The province of Gaul prospered: e’ :
it developed good communications, a Y '

network of cities crammed with public b
: buildings and leisure facilities such as baths
Roman mosaic  and amphitheaters, while in the countryside =~ FRANCE IN 58 BC

from Vienne  [arge villas were established. By the 3rd Bl Roman Gaul
century AD, however, barbarian raids from
Germany were causing increasing havoc. From the 5th Emperor Augustus, who was
century barbarians began to settle throughout Gaul. considered a living God, was

worshipped at this altar.

Roman Dolce Vita
The Romans brought mate-
rial comfort and luxury,
and wine-growing became
widespread. This 19th-cen-
tury painting by Couture
conveys a contemporary
view of Roman decadence.

Vercingetorix

The Celtic chieftain Vercin-

getorix was Julius Caesar’s

- greatest military opponent.

This bronze statue is at Alise-

Sainte-Reine (see p334),the
Gauls’ final stand in 51 BC.

LA TURBIE

This impressive monument
near Monaco was erected in 6 BC
by the Roman Senate. It cele-
brates Augustus’s victory over ’
the Alpine tribes in 1413 BC. Badly pillaged for
its stone, restoration only began in the 1920’s.

TIMELINE

31 BC Frontiers of the
Three Gauls (Gallia
Celtica, Gallia Aquitania

125-121 BC Roma
gk and Gallia Belgica) estab-

colonization of

Southern Gaul lished by Augustus \ Augustus
200 BC . . 100 0 AD 100
58-51 BC Julius AD 43 Lugdunum
Caesar’s Gallic Wars 16 BC Maison Carrée (Lyon) established
result in establishment built in Nimes (see as capital of the
of Roman Gaul pp496-7) Three Gauls

Julius Caesar 52-51 BC Vercingetorix revolt
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Dancing Girl

Celtic art continued

uninfluenced by Roman natural-

istic ideals. This bronze statuette
of a young woman dates from

the 1st-2nd century AD.

A statue of Augustus
was placed at the
top of the original
- = monument.

Enameled Brooch
This decorative Gallo-
Roman brooch dates
from the second half
of the 1st century BC.

L

Senate to allow

e

an

; - } The Claudian Tables
b In AD 48, Emperor
Claudius persuaded the

Roman citizenship. The
grateful Gauls recorded
the event on stone tables

Jfound at Lyon.

Roman Emperor (27 BC-
AD 14), upbeld the Pax Romana,

allowed the Gauls to concentrate
on culture rather than war.

WHERE TO SEE
GALLO-ROMAN FRANCE

Gallo-Roman remains are to be found
all over France, many of them in
Provence. In addition to La Turbie (see
p529) there is the Roman amphitheater
in Arles (p485) and the theater and
triumphal arch in Orange (p502).
Elsewhere, there are ruins at Autun in
Burgundy (p339), the Temple d’Auguste
et Livie in Vienne (p382), Les Arénes
at Nimes (pp496-7), and fragments of
Vesunna in Périgueux (p434).

Les Arénes in Nimes, built at the end of the
1st century AD, is still in use today.

Gauls full

_The 44 tribes subjugated
by Augustus are listed on
an inscription, with a dedi-

cation to the emperor.

Emperor
Augustus
Augustus, the first

enforced peace which

AD 177 First execution
of Christian martyrs,
Lyon. Sainte Blandine is
thrown to the lions, who
refuse to harm her

Sainte Blandine

360 Julian, prefect of Gaul,
proclaimed Roman Emperor.
Lutetia changes name to Paris

200 | 300

400

275 First Barbarian raids ‘

313 Christianity officially recognized as
religion under the rule of Constantine,
the first Christian emperor

406 Barbarian invasion
from the east. Settlement
of the Franks and
Germanic tribes

476 Overthrow of
the last Roman
emperor leads to
end of the western
Roman Empire




48 INTRODUCING FRANCE

The Monastic Realm %

The collapse of the Roman Empire

led to a period of instability and inva- o =78
sions. Both the Frankish Merovingian - ¥
dynasty (486-751) and the Carolingians ' /]

(751-987) were unable to bring more than
spasmodic periods of political calm. Through-
out this turbulent period, the Church provided e <}

an element of continuity. As centers for
Christian scholars and artists, the monasteries
helped to restore the values of the ancient

world. They also developed farming and viticulture

and some became extremely powerful, dominating

the country economically as well as spiritually. .

9th-century
gold chalice

FRANCE IN 751
|| Carolingian Empire

o
Stable with lay brethren’s Rl

quarters above

Charlemagne (742-814)

o & [ 1
S The greatest of Carolingian T e e -3
L rulers, Charlemagne cre- e, ; - 2
W ated an empire based on g o .
. . LY g L3 -
strictly autocratic rule. | Vi 1
Powerful and charismatic, | [l L “!
be could neither L) 4
' <
read nor write. / e . il o U
- - & i wn
LIEV QO BN ENREEE]
) 1 J
- i

The great infirmary > b 72 S o )
hall could accommodate e I 5 <
about 100 patients. It was g X i
flanked by the Lady Chapel. G\E
D B 1
1
CLUNY MONASTERY R L
The Benedictine abbey of Cluny N

i
.

(see p345) was founded in 910 with the ~.\'

Saint Benedict
Saint Benedict established the Bene-
dictine rule: monks were to divide
their time between work and prayer.

aim of major monastic reforms. This major
religious cener, here shown as a reconstruction
(after Conant), had great influence over
hundreds of monasteries throughout Europe.

N

b

TIMELINE

481 Clovis the Frank
becomes first
Merovingian king

508 Paris made capital
of the Frankish kingdom

| 500

732 Battle of Poitiers:
Charles Martel repulses
Arab invasion

€590 Saint Colombanus
introduces Irish
monasticism to France

600 700

496 Conversion of
Clovis, king of the
Franks, to
Christianity

tive ruler of
dynasty, brings

629-37 Dagobert I, the last effec-

to the Frankish kingdom

the Merovingian
temporary unity 751 Pepin becomes

first king of the
Carolingian dynasty

Dagobert I
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Baptism of

=1 Clovis

The Frankish
chieftain Clovis
was the first
barbarian ruler
to convert 1o
Christianity. He
was baptized in
Reims in 496.

The abbey church, begun in
1088, was the largest church
in Europe before St Peter’s

o was built in Rome in the
s 16th century.
=i A
g
.
- i Cemetery
i chapel
M |lasg '

)

WHERE TO SEE MONASTIC
FRANCE

The monastic realm
has survived in
austere Cistercian
abbeys in Burgundy,
such as Fontenay
(see pp332-3). Little
remains of Cluny, but
some of the superb
capitals can still be
admired (p345). The
best way to experi-
ence monastic France
might be to retrace the
steps of medieval pilgrims and visit
the monastic centers on the route to
Santiago de Compostela (pp400-01),
such as Vézelay (pp336-7), Le Puy
(pp364-5), Conques (pp368-9),
Moissac (pp442-3), and St-Sernin

in Toulouse (pp446-7).

Cluny capitals

In scriptoriums, talented
artists dedicated their
time to the meticulous

Monastic Arts

art of illuminating
and copying ma-

nuscripts for

the libraries.

Monastic Labour
Monks of the Cistercian rule
were renowned for their com-
mitment to manual labor such
as cultivating the land and
producing wine and liqueurs.

s l'ilffnlni

W B 5
1]

Carolingian 987 Hugh Capet, England by the
soldiers first Capetian ruler Normans
800 900 | 1000

1096 First Crusade

1066 Conquest of

843 Treaty of Verdun:
division of the Carolingian

Empire into three parts 910 Foundation

including West Francia of the
Benedictine
800 Coronation of Charlemagne monastery of
as Holy Roman Emperor Cluny

1077 Bayeux tapestry {

William the
Conqueror s
teering bis ship
on the Bayeux
tapestry
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Gothic France

The Gothic style, epitomized by soaring

cathedrals (see pp32-3), emerged

in the 12th century at a time

of growing prosperity and

scholarship, crusades, and an increasingly

dominant monarchy. The rival French
and Burgundian courts (see p343) be-

I\ came models of fashion and etiquette

for all of Europe. Chansons de gestes

(epic poems) performed by trouba-

dours celebrated the code of chivalry.

Medieval knights
in combat

Ciborium of Alpais
Alpais, a renowned 12th-century goldsmith
in Limoges, macdle this superb ciborium used
to hold wafers for the Holy Commumnion.

Courtly Love

According to the code of
chivalry, knights dedicated
their service to an ideal but
unapproachable lady.
Courtesy and romance were
introduced in art and music.

The king supervised the building of the
cathedral, accompanied by the architect.

Draper’s Window

The textile trade
benefited from the era
of urban prosperity. This
stained-glass window in
a church in Semur-en-
Auxois (see p335) shows
wool washers at work.

FRANCE IN 1270

] Royal territory

Il Other fiefs

Winch to lift up
stone sections

TIMELINE

¢.1100 First edition
of the epic poem
Chanson de
Roland

1117 Secret marriage of the scholar
Abelard and his student Héloise.
Her uncle, canon Filibert, does not
approve and forces him to become
a monk while she retires as a nun

1154 Angevin Empire created
by Anglo-Norman dynasty
starting with Henry Plantagenet,
count of Anjou and king of
England (as Henry II)

abbey at Clairvaux

King Philip Augustus, who
adopted the flewr-de-lys emblem

1125 | 150 1175
1120 Rebuilding of the 1180-1223
1115 Saint Bernard abbey of St-Denis; birth Reign of Philip
founds the Cistercian of the Gothic style Augustus
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Lacelike sculpture adorned the
facades of the Gothic cathedrals.

Stone masons cut
stones on site.

the Lion-Heart and
Holy Roman Emperor
Frederick Barbarossa.

St. Bernard (1090-1153)
Key figure of the Cister-
cian rule and counselor
to the pope, St. Bernard
preached rigorous sim-

plicity of life.

The Crusades
In an attempt 1o win ELEANOR OF AQUITAINE

| back the Holy Land Strong-willed and vivacious
from the Turks, Philip Eleanor, duchess of independent
Yorasrsanaman Aquitaine, contributed to the

gust conlflict between France and

the Third Cmsﬁde England. In 1137 she married
(1189) alongside the pious Louis VII of France.
England’s Richard Returning from a Crusade, Louis

found that their marriage had
broken down. After the annul-
ment in 1152, Eleanor married
Henry of Anjou, taking her duchy
with her. Two years later Henry
successfully claimed the throne
of England. Aquitaine came
under English rule and thus

the Angevin Empire began.

Eleanor of Aquitaine and Henry IT
are buried in Fontevraud (p294).

Holy Relic
Throughout the
Middle Ages most
churches could
boast at least

one saint’s relic.
The cult of relics
brought pilgrims
and more riches.

THE BUILDING OF A CATHEDRAL
In affluent, mercantile towns, skilled
masons constructed towering Gothic
cathedrals of revolutionary design, such as
Chartres (see pp308-11) and Amiens
(pp202-3). With their improbable height
and lightness they were a testimony to
both faith and prosperity.

1226 Louis IX
crowned king

1200 | 1225

Louis IX on his death bed

1305 Papacy

1270 Death of established in

Louis IX at Tunis in Avignon
the Eighth Crusade
| 1250 1275 1300

1259 Normandy, 1285 Philip the Fair

1214 Battle of Bouvines.
Philip Augustus begins to
drive the English out

of France

Maine, Anjou, and
Poitou acquired
from England

crowned

1297 Louis IX is canonized,
becoming Saint Louis
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The Hundred Years’ War

The Hundred Years’ War (1337-1453),
b pitting England against France for
control of French land, had devastating
effects. The damage of warfare was
amplified by frequent famines and
the ravages of bubonic plague in the
wake of the Black Death in 1348.
France came close to being permanently
partitioned by the king of England and

FRANCE IN 1429

Public execution, in
Froissart’s 14th-
century chronicle

the duke of Burgundy. In 1429-30 the
young Joan of Arc helped rally France’s

[ France

"1 Anglo-Burgundy

fortunes and within a generation the
English had been driven out of France.

Angels with trumpets
announce the Last Judgment.

Men of War
One of the reasons men enlisted as s

soldiers was hope for plunder. Both the
French and English armies lived off the

land, at the expense of the peasantry. 308, N
ol
b ol \ ’ 3
i 4 ’ o
il
I.% ;5-.\.‘1_
} L
Wi
The elect, springing 5 Ly
resurrected from their 4 " 5
graves, are ushered y }' -
into heaven.
The Black Death

The plague of 1348-52 caused
4-5 million deaths, about 25
percent of the French population.
For want of medicines people had
to put their faith in prayers
and boly processions.

TIMELINE

1346 Battle of Crécy:

French defeated by English
1356 French

14th-century
fame-thrower

1328 Philip VI, first
Valois monarch

[ 1325

1337 Start of the
Hundred Years’ War

Plague victims

defeat at Battle
of Poitiers

1358 Bourgeois uprising in
Paris led by Etienne Marcel.

1348-52 P Erienne
The Black e Jacquerie peasant
Death uprising in Northern France
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Medieval Medicine

The state of the beavens
was widely beld to
influence earthly con-

on the zodiac was
considered reliable.

The standby cure for
all sorts of ailments
was blood letting.

Christ as Supreme Judge is
flanked by angels bearing the
instruments of the Passion.

\ Archangel Michael, resplendent
with peacock wings, holds the
judgment scales. The weight of
sinners outbalances the elect.

ditions, such as bhealth,
and a diagnosis based

English Longbow
The king’s troops fought against
England, but the individual
French duchies supported
whichever side seemed more

Sfavorable. In the confused

battles, English bowmen ex-
celled. Their longbows caused
chaos among the hordes of
mounted French cavalry.

THE LAST JUDGMENT

With war, plague, and famine as constant
visitors, many people feared that the end
of the world was nigh. Religious paintings,
such as the great 15th-century altarscreen
by Rogier van der Weyden in the Hotel-
Dieu in Beaune (see pp346-7), reflected
the moral fervor of the time.

John the Baptist is
-~ accompanied by the 12
apostles and the Virgin
Mary, dressed in blue.

The damned, with
hideously twisted
faces, fall into Hell.

Attack on Heresy

The general anxiety
spilled over into anti-
Semitic pogroms and
attacks on alleged

heretics, who were
burned at the stake.

1415 Battle of Agincourt.
French defeat by Henry V
of England

1429 Intervention
of Joan of Arc:
Charles VII
crowned king

1453 End of the
Hundred Years’ War.
Only Calais remains
in English hands

| 1400

| 1425 1450

1411 Les Tres Riches Heures dut
Duc du Berry prayer book, by Paul
and Jean de Limbourg (see p204)

1419 Charles VI of France makes
Henry V of England his heir

1431 Joan of
Arc burned at
stake as witch

by the English / Vil )
/]

Joan of Arc
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Renaissance France

As a result of the French invasion of Italy in 1494,
the ideals and aesthetic of the Italian Renaissance
=3 spread to France, reaching their height during the
4, reign of Francois I. Known as a true Renaissance
“ prince, he was skilled in letters and art as well
" as sports and war. He invited Italian artists,
such as Leonardo and Cellini, to his court and
enjoyed Rabelais’ bawdy stories. Another highly
influential Italian was Catherine de’ Medici (1519-89).
Widow of Henri II, she virtually ruled France
% through her sons, Francois II, Charles IX, and
masked Henri III. She was also one of the major
lute player players in the Wars of Religion (1562-93)
between Catholics and Protestants, which
divided the nobility and tore the country to pieces.

- B

J
.

s b | u_
Galerie Francois I, Fontainebleau
The artists of the School of Fontaine-

bleau blended late Italian Renaissance
style with French elements.

Power Behind
the Throne
Catherine de’
Medici domi-
\ nated French
| politics from
1559-89.

AZAY-LE-RIDEAU

One of the loveliest of the
Loire chateaux, Azay was begun in
1518 (see p296). Italian influences are

i r

FRANCE IN 1527

7] Royal territory

["| Other fiefs

The corner tow:
Gothic feature

"u[: rrifl__

I

ers are a
transformed by

Italian lightness of
touch into pure
decoration.

visible and it is clear that this is a dwelling
meant for pleasure rather than defense.

&Mt
_"-'-lj—:."-:_" -

h ..«--_25;?//
S

TIMELINE

1519 Leonardo da Vinci
dies in the arms of
Francois I at the French
court in Amboise

1470 First printing presses
established in France

Prototype tank by 3
Leonardo da Vinci

1536 Calvin's Institutes
of the Christian Religion
leads to a new form of
Protestantism

1470 [ 1480 [ 1490 [ 1500 [1510 [ 1520

1530

1494-1559 France and Austria
fight over Italian territories in
the Italian Wars

1477 Final defeat of the
Dukes of Burgundy, who
sought to establish a
middle kingdom between
France and Germany

1515 Reign of
Francois I begins

Golden coin
showing the
Sleur-de-lys
and the
salamander
of Frangois I
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Gold Pomander
Pomanders containing sweel- WHERE TO SEE
smelling berbs such as amber RENAISSANCE FRANCE
and cinnamon were In Paris, many churches and the impres-

carried in time of plague sive place des Vosges (see p91) date from
to ward off the the Renaissance. There are countless 16th-
[P, century chateaux in the Loire and Burgundy.
R . Among the finest are
responsible for Chenonceau (pp298-

conlagion. 9) and Tanlay (p331).
Salers (p363) is a
virtually intact
Renaissance town.
The historic center

of Toulouse (p446)
has many elegant
Renaissance palaces.

The staircase was in the
Ballroom i_ new Italian fashion with
with double flights of steps
Flemish & 3 rather than a spiral.
tapestries i i

This fireplace stands in
Frangois I's room at
Chateau de Chenonceaut.

Frangois I and the Italian Influence
Francois I, bere receiving Raphael’s painting
The Holy Family in 1518, collected Italian art
at Fontainebleau. Among the favored painters
were Michelangelo, Leonardo, and Titian.

The Red Room

New France
French expansion and
quest for colonies started

R ETR
- —
e

am=
e

> I l with Cartier’s expedition to
i I" ' Canada in 1534 (see p282).
g5
1572 Massacre of 1589 Henry III murdered. 1608 F(())fugiﬁl;lz
1559 Treaty of Protestants on The Huguenot Henry IV .
- . e Y . St. Bartholomew’s becomes first Bourbon 1598 Edict of
Cateau—Cambrésis ends Toie0s B T . Nantes:
the Italian Wars W fin LT king of France Nantes:
tolerance for
Protestantism
| 1540 1550 1560 1570 1580 1590 1600

1539 Edict of Villers
Cotterets makes French the
official language of state
1562 Wars of Religion St. Bartholomew’s
between Catholics and Eve Massacre
Protestants start

1593 Henry IV converts
to Catholicism and ends
the Wars of Religion




56 INTRODUCING FRANCE

The Grand Siecle

b The end of the Religious Wars heralded a
v 157, period of exceptional French influence . s
and power. The cardinal ministers
Richelieu and Mazarin paved the way for
. Louis XIV’s absolute monarchy. Political
3 development was matched by artistic styles
/ of unprecedented brilliance: enormous p
Baroque edifices, the drama of Moliere

—J

.

e

Emblem of g X
the Sun King and Racine, and the music of Lully. FRANCE IN 1661

Versailles (see pp174-7), built under the || Royal territory
supervision of Louis’ capable finance minister Colbert, =700 oo ancave)
was the glory of Europe, but its cost and Louis XIV’s
endless wars proved expensive for the French state

and led to widespread misery by the end of his reign. Madame (married to
Monsieur) as Flora

OEUVRES Moliere (1622-73)
ne Actor-playwright Moliere performed
MOLIERE many plays for Lowis XIV and bis court,
k- i though some of bis satires were
banned. After bis death, bis company
. became the basis of the French state
theater, the Comédie Frangaise.

S

by f

A
A LATERRA w A Lt
T T
=Tl

Monsieur, the
king’s brother

Madame de
Maintenon -
In 1684, follow-

ing the death .

of his first wife

Marie-Théreése,

Louis secretly

married his

mistress Mme.
de Maintenon,
then aged 49. THE SUN KING AND HIS FAMILY
Claiming to be monarch by divine right, Louis XIV
commanded court painter Jean Nocret to devise this
allegorical scene in 1665. Surrounded by his family,
the king appears as the sun god Apollo.

TIMELINE
1610-17 Marie Cardinal Richelieu 1642-3 Death of Louis XIII
de’ Medici 1634 Foundation | and Cardinal Richelieu.
acts as 1624 Cardinal Richelieu | of the literary Accession of Louis XIV with
Regent for becomes principal society Académie | Mazarin as principal minister
Louis XIII minister Francaise
1610 1620 1630 | 1640 1650
1637 Descartes’
Discourse on Method 1648-52
1617 Louis XIII 1631 Foundation of Za The Fronde:
accedes at the Gazette, France's first 1635 Richelieu actively French civil wars
age of 17 newspaper involves France in the

Thirty Years’ War
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Louis XIV as
Apollo

Anne of
Austria as
Cybele

The dauphin
(the king’s son)

Queen Marie-Thérése

as Juno

Louis XIV’s Book of Hours
After a lively and libertine youth,
Louis became increasingly reli-
gious. His Book of Hours (1688
93) is in Musée Condé (see p205).

Royal Wedding

Louis XIII and Anne of
Austria were married in
1615. After his death, Anne
became regent for the young
Louis XIV with Cardinal
Mazarin as minister.

Baroque Figurine
The royal glory was
reflected in the arts.
This objet d’art features
a Christ in jasper on
a pedestal decorated
with gilded cherubs
and rich enameling.

WHERE TO SEE ARCHITECTURE

OF THE GRAND SIECLE

Paris boasts many imposing Grand Siecle

. buildings, such as the Hotel des Invalides
(see p114), the Dome church (p115), and
the Palais du Luxembourg (pp126-7), but
the Chiteau de Versailles (pp174-7) is the
A ultimate example of the flamboyance of
the period. Reminders of this glory include
the sumptuous
Palais Lascaris in
Nice (p528) and

the Corderie Royale
in Rochefort (p417).
At the same time,
military architect
Vauban constructed
mighty citadels, such
as Neuf-Brisach

(see p226).

Grande Mademoiselle,
the king’s cousin, as

" Versailles’ interior is
Diana

a typical example of the
gilded Baroque style.

Playwright Jean Racine
(1639-99)
1661 Death of Mazarin:
Louis XIV becomes his
own principal minister

| 1660

1670

1680 Creation of the theater
Comédie Francaise

1709 Last great famine in
1685 Revocation of the French history
Edict of Nantes of 1598:
Protestantism banned

| 1680 | 1690 1700

1662 Colbert, finance
minister, reforms finances
and the economy

1689 Major wars
of Louis XIV begin

1682 Royal court

1686 Opening of the
moves to Versailles g

Café Procope (first

coffee house in Paris) 17th-century cannon
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Enlightenment and Revolution
. In the 18th century, Enlightenment
f iy, \N philosophers such as Voltaire and
_ ~ Rousseau redefined man’s place within
= a framework of natural principles, thus
challenging the old aristocratic order.
Their essays were read across Europe
and even in the American colonies. But
although France exported worldly items as
well as ideas, the state’s increasing debts
brought social turmoil, triggering the 1789
Revolution. Under the motto “Liberty,
Equality, Fraternity,” the new Republic and its reforms
had a far-reaching impact on the rest of Europe.

Plate of Louis
XVI's execution

Voltaire (1694-1778)
Voltaire, master of satire,
wrole numerous essays
and the novel Candide.

His fierce critiques

sometimes forced him
into exile abroad.

National
Assembly

The Guillotine

This infamous invention
was introduced in 1792 as
a bumane alternative to
other forms of capital
punishment, which had
usually involved torture.
Place de la Révolution
(see p98) is where Louis
XVI's execution took
place in 1793.

Palais Royal

The Tuileries

- _' e
~= (B
v
&
k——L_
FRANCE IN 1789
| Royal France
"1 Avignon (papal enclave)
.
Jacobin Club = 4 .ﬂ\ -
= -\ v 3
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e
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\ E 21
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Café Le Procope was the
haunt of Voltaire and Rousseau.

The private residence of the Duke of Orléans,
the Palais Royal (see p99) became a center
of revolutionary agitation from 1789. It was
also the site of several printing presses.

TIMELINE
1715 Death of Louis 1743-64
XIV, accession of Mme. de Pompadour,
Louis XV Louis XV’s favorite, uses
her influence to support
artists and philosophers
during her time at court
1715 [1725 " [1735
1751 Publication of the
Physician’s protec- first volume of Diderot’s
1720 Last outbreak tive costume worn Encyclopaedia
of plague in France: during the plague

population of
Marseille decimated

1756-63 Seven Years” War:
France loses Ca nd
other colonial possessions
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The motzfs of the Revolution
such as the blue, white, and red
of the tricolor even appeared
on wallpaper in the 1790s.

... - ;‘ "4 Queen Marie-Antoinette
4 B Marie-Antoinette’s frivolous
. N \ bebavior belped discredit the
LREID LN _' A N monarchy. She was beld
" \ in the Conciergerie and
. brought 1o the guillo-
& tine in 1793.

. ; 5 - WY

The Marais, earlier
. fell into decay as
- Y At "= Sy aresult of the

Revolution.

Bastille

>4

From 1789, Paris housed numerous

political clubs, such as the left-wing Jacobins,
and many revolutionary newspapers. The war
tune La Marseillaise, introduced by volunteers
from the south, was soon heard everywhere.

WHERE TO SEE 18TH-
CENTURY FRANCE

The Palais de I'Elysée, built in
1718 (see p108), is an out-
standing example of 18th-
century Parisian architecture.
Examples across France include
the curious Saline Royale in
Arc-et-Senans (p350), the
Grand Théatre in Bordeaux
(p422), the elegant mansions
in Condom (p440), and the
merchants’ houses in Ciboure
(p453). The Chateau de Laas
in Sauveterre de Béarn is a
feast of 18th-century art and
furniture (p454).
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The Grand Théatre in Bordeaux
is an excellent example of elegant
18th-century architecture.

an aristocratic area,

Revolutionary Calendar

A new calendar was introduced,
the months named after season-
al events. This engraving shows
Messidor, the month of barvest.

1789 Storming of the Bastille, and
establishment of constitutional

1768 Annexation

of Corsica monarchy: abolition of feudal laws
1783 First balloop ascent by . y
the Montgolfier brothers Model of the Bastille
1765 [1775 [1785 [1795

1774 Accession

Electors’ card for
of Louis XVI

the Convention
of 1792

1762 Rousseau’s
Emile and the
Social Contract

1778-83 France aids the
13 colonies in the War of
American Independence

1794 Overthrow of
Robespierre and end
of the Terror

1792 Overthrow of Louis
XVI: establishment of
First Republic
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Napoleonic France

Two generations of Napoleons dominated France
from 1800 to 1870. Napoleon Bonaparte took the
title of Emperor Napoleon I. He extended his
empire throughout most of western Europe,
placing his brothers and sisters on the thrones of
conquered countries. Defeated in 1814 and
: replaced by the restored Bourbon dynasty,
¥ followed by the 1830 Revolution and the so-

called July Monarchy, the Napoleonic clan made EUROPE IN 1812

Legion  a comeback after 1848. Napoleon I's nephew,
dHonneur 1 64is Napoleon, became President of the Second

| Napoleonic rule

I"| Dependent states

Republic, then made himself emperor as Napoleon III.
During his reign Paris was modernized and the
industrial transformation of France began.

The Laurel, crown of

the Roman emperors

Napoleon, as First Consul, is crowned
by Chronos, the God of Time.

Musée du Louvre

The museum had opened in 1792, but

it flourished during Napoleon’s reign.

He took a personal interest in both

acquisitions and organization. &

The revolutionary
tricolor flag was
kept throughout
the empire.

o

Imperial Insignia

Napoleon 1

created a new

titled aristocracy,

who were allowed

coats of arms. Only bis,

however; was permitted a

crown. The eagle symbol
was adopted in 1800, an
evocation of Imperial Rome.

X
K

Légion d’Honneur medal

TIMELINE

" Josephine’s bed at Malmaison

1804 Napoleon crowned
as Emperor. Napoleonic

Civil Code established

1800 Establishment of
the Bank of France

| 1800

1809 Josephine and
Napoleon divorce.
She retains Chateau
Malmaison (see p173)

|1s1o

1814 Defeat of Napoleon by the
Allies (England, Russia, Austria, and
Prussia). Napoleon exiled to Elba

1820

1802 Treaty of Amiens
brings temporary
peace to Europe

1802 Establishment of
the Légion d’'Honneur

i

1806 Arc de
Triomphe
commissioned

1803 Resumption of wars
to create the Napoleonic
Empire

1815 The “Hundred
Days”: Napoleon returns
from Elba, is defeated
at Waterloo and exiled
to St. Helena
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July Revolution

Three days of street-fighting in
July 1830 ended unpopular

Bourbon rule.

The Napoleons

This imaginary

group portrait depicts

Napoleon I (seated),
his son “Napoleon 11" —
who never ruled (right),
Napoleon’s nephew
Louis Napoleon
(Napoleon 1), and the
latter’s infant son.

=
The Civil Code,
created by
Napoleon, is here
shown as a tablet.

Napoleon on Campaign
A dashing general in the late 1790s,

Napoleon remained a remarkable mili-
tary commander throughout bis reign.

EMPIRE FASHION

Greek and Roman ideals were
evident in architecture, furniture,
design, and fashion. Women wore
light, Classical tunics, the most
daring with one shoulder or more
bare. David and Gérard were the
fashionable portraitists,
while Delacroix and
Géricault created many
Romantic masterpieces.

NAPOLEONIC GLORY

Though professing himself a true revolu-
tionary, Napoleon developed a taste for
imperial pomp. However, he also achieved
some long-lasting reforms such as the Civil Code,
the new school system, and the Bank of France.

Madame Récamier held a popular
salon and was renowned for ber beauty
and wit. David painted ber in 1800.

Train on the Paris —
St-Germain line

1832 Cholera 1851 Coup d’état by Louis 1852 Louis
epidemics begin Napoleon Napoleon crowned
as Emperor
1838 Daguerre 1848 Revolution of 1848: end of Napoleon IIT
experiments with July Monarchy and establishment
photography of the Second Republic
| 1830 | 1840 1850 1860
1830 Revolution of 1830: Bourbon ‘ 1840 Large-scale railroad 1853 Modernization of 1859-60
Charles X replaced by the building Paris by Haussmann Annexation
July Monarchy of King of Nice
Louis-Philippe 1857 Baudelaire (Les Fleurs and Savoy

du Mal) and Flaubert (Mme.
Bovary) prosecuted for
public immorality
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The Belle Epoque

The decades before World War I

became the Belle Epoque for the

French, remembered as a golden era
forever past. Nevertheless this was a
politically turbulent time, with working-
class militancy, organized socialist move-

2 ments, and the Dreyfus Affair polarizing
’ the country between Left and anti-semitic
= Right. New inventions such as electricity
ArtNouveau  and vaccination against disease made life
(o :Z casier at all social levels. The cultural
. scene thrived and took new forms with

Impressionism and Art Nouveau, the realist
novels of Gustave Flaubert and Emile Zola, cabaret and
cancan, and, in 1895, the birth of the cinema.

Universal Exhibition

The 1889 Paris exhibi- <
tion was attended =
by 3.2 million people. T
Engineer Eiffel’s _!.

breathtaking iron
structure dominated
the exhibition and
caused great
controvers)y at
the time.

T

-

FRANCE IN 1871
| Under Third Republic

7] Alsace and Lorraine

Statue of Apollo by Aimé Millet

Copper-green
roofed cupola

Stage 2

Peugeot Car (1899)

The car and bicycle brought new free-

The auditorium

dom, becoming a part of people’s leisure in gold and purple
time. Peugeot, Renault, and Citroén seated over 2,000
guests.

were all founded before World War 1.

TIMELINE
1869 Opening of the Woman on the barricades in 1871
Suez Canal, built by
Ferdinand de Lesseps 1880s Scramble 1889 Universal
for colonies in Exhibition in Paris;
1871 The Paris Commune Africa and Asia Eiffel Tower built
leads to the Third Republic begins
a
1865 [ 1870 1875 Y 1880 1885 1890

1870-71 Franco-Prussian
War: defeat and overthrow
of Napoleon III; France
cedes Alsace and Lorraine
to Germany

1881-6 Reforms in

education by Jules Ferry 1890 Peugeot

constructs one
of the earliest
automobiles

1885 Pasteur
produces vaccine
for rabies, the
first tested on

a human

1874 Impressionist
movement begins
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Staircase at the Opera

The grand staircase had
colored marble columns

and a frescoed ceiling. As

this painting by Beroud

2 Jfrom 1887 shows, it soon

—"
—_— became a showcase
for bigh society.
Emperor’s
pavilion

Grand staircase

Poster Art

The poster was revolutionized
by Art Nouveau, with designs
by Alphonse Mucha
particularly popular. This
one from 1897 is for beer,

the beverage of the lost
Alsace and Lorraine, which
became a “patriotic” drink.

Grand Foyer with
balconies and lavishly
decorated ceiling

WHERE TO SEE
THE BELLE EPOQUE

Belle Epoque buildings
include the Negresco Hotel,
Nice (see p526), the Grand
Casino in Monte-Carlo
(p530), and the Palais Hotel
in Biarritz (p452). The Musée
d’Orsay in Paris (pp120-21)
exhibits Art Nouveau objects
and furniture.

Guimard’s Metro entrance is a

typical example of the elegant,
swirling lines of Art Nouveau.

The Divine Sarah

Founded by Napoleon III in 1862, the new opera was
opened to great public acclaim in 1875 and became a Actress Sarah Ber nbar'dt
focus of Belle Epoque social life. Designed by Charles (1844-1923) worked in

all theatrical genres, domi-

Garnier, its extravagant exterior was matched by its
nating the Paris stage.

sumptuous interior decor.

1895 First Caricature of Zola 1918 Germany asks for armistice to end war
public

cinema by 1894-1906 The alleged 1909 1917 Mutinies in the army

the Lumiere | treason of Dreyfus sparks the Blériot suppressed by Pétain
brothers Dreyfus Affair, involving the flies the

author Zola among others Channel 1916 Battle of Verdun ‘

[ 1900 [1905 1910 [1915 |

1913 Publication of Proust’s first
volume of Remembrance of

1905 Official separation
of church and state

Things Past
1919
1898 Marie and Pierre 1914 World War I breaks out Treaty of
Curie discover radium 1 Versailles

French recruit, 1916
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Avant-Garde France

Despite the devastation wrought by two world wars,
France retained its international renown as a center for
the avant garde. Paris in particular was a magnet for
experimental writers, artists, and musicians. The cafés
were full of American authors and jazz musicians, French
surrealists, and film makers. The French Riveria also
attracted colonies of artists and writers, from Matisse
and Picasso to Hemingway and F. Scott Fitzgerald, along
with the wealthy industrialists and aristocrats arriving in
automobiles or the famous Train Bleu. And from 1936
paid vacations meant that the working classes could
also enjoy the new fashion for sunbathing.

| = Art Deco 1925
PARIS-1925 The International

el . Exhibition in Paris in
1925 launched the Art
Deco style: geometrical )
shapes and utilitarian
designs, adapted \
Jfor mass

EXPOSITION (]

m'r: RN 131 ?1 LE
EE dboard
A\?RII.- oc TOBRE carc boar

costumes

The Jazz Age
Paris welcomed
American jazz .
musicians, such ! -
as Sidney Bechet :
in 1925 and H
Dizzy Gillespie

(left), co- |

Bebop in e i
the 1940s. 3 -

Dancers in heavy ~ 3

FRANCE IN 1919

["] French territory

African Gods of Creation

production. °

Jounder of ' R

Citroén Goddess (1956)
This elegant model P
became an icon of =
the new French
consumerism evident
in the 1950s and "60s.

\

The costumes
and scenery by
the Cubist Léger
were striking
and made to
look partly
mechanical.

TIMELINE

1920 French Communist
Party founded

Dadaist Manifesto

Publication of Tristan Tzara’s

1920

1928 Premiere of
Un Chien Andalou
by Luis Buiuel and
Salvador Dali

Air France aircraft, 1937

1933
Air France begins
operation

1937 Premiere of
La Grande Illusion
by Jean Renoir

1930

1924 O]y mpic Games
in Paris. André Breton
publishes the Surrealist
Manifesto

Detail of poster for the
1924 Olympics

1936-38 The “Popular Front™
radical social program intro-
duced, including paid vacations

1929-39
The Depression

1938 Munich Conference:
height of appeasement
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Coco Chanel (1883-1971)

Chanel, bere photographed by

Man Ray, revolutionized fashion
in the 1920s with ber elegant

WORLD WAR Il

Following the collapse of the
Third Republic in 1940, Paris

Par Avion
France pioneered the use of
airmail, starting in 1927.

First
Man and
Woman

but comfortable clothes.

Yia TANGER

| PORT ETIENNE

|
| SAINT-LOUIS
|

TOULOUSE

BARCELONE |

MALAGA

and the north and west parts of
France were occupied by the
Germans until the Liberation in
1944. Southeast France formed
the collaborationist Vichy state,
led by Marshal Pétain and
Pierre Laval. Meanwhile, the
Free French movement was
led by Charles de Gaulle, with
Jean Moulin coordinating the
operations of the many
different Resistance factions.

sl
German soldiers /iked to pose
in front of the Eiffel Tower during
the occupation of Paris.

LA CREATION DU

Artistic experimentation thrived in the early

MONDE (1923)

20th century. La Création du Monde by Les
Ballets Suédois had costumes by Léger and
music by Milhaud. Diaghilev’s Ballets Russes
also competed for avant-garde artists like

Picabia, Cocteau, Satie, and Sonia Delaunay.

The African theme
was based on text
by Blaise Cendrars.

Josephine Baker (71906-75)

The music hall flourished in the
1920s with Mistinguett and Josephine
Baker as its undisputed queens.

1940 The Fall of France. Vichy
government led by Pétain. De
Gaulle fights on from London

1942 The whole of France
controlled by Germany

1949 Establishment of
NATO. Founding of the
Council of Europe

1956 Late in her career, Edith Piaf crowns
her success at Carnegie Hall, New York

1958 5th Republic begins under
President de Gaulle

1940

1950

1944 D-Day: Allied
landings in Normandy
(June). Liberation of
Paris (August)

1939 Declaration of
World War IT

1946 Sartre establishes
Les Temps Modernes.
First Cannes Film Festival

1945 End of the war. 4th Republic
begins. Votes for women

1954 France withdraws
from Indo-China after
Battle of Dien Bien Phu.
Start of Algerian
insurrection
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Modern France

After the 1950s, the traditional foundations
of French society changed: the number of
peasant farmers plummeted, old industries
decayed, jobs in the service sector and
hi-tech industries grew dramatically, and
the French came to enjoy the benefits of
mass culture and widespread consumerism.
High prestige projects, such as Concorde,
TGV, La Défense, and the Pompidou Center,
brought international acclaim. Efforts for
European integration and the inauguration
of the Channel Tunnel aim toward closer
relations with France’s neighbors.

/

Lemon squeezer
by Philippe Starck

Pompidou Center (1977)
The Pompidou Center’s controversial building
changed the aspect of the historic quarter of
Beaubourg. A major arls center, it has revital-
ized the formerly rundown area (see pp92-3).

La Grande

Arche was
opened in 1989
to commemorate
the bicentennial ‘
of the Revolution.

Shopping
center

LA DEFENSE

New Wave Film

Directors like Godard and
Truffaut launched a refresh-
ing, personal style of films,

such as Jules et Jim (71961). multinational companies.

The huge modernist business center at La
Défense (see p130), on the edge of Paris, was
developed in the 1960s and has become a
prime site for the headquarters of major

FRANCE TODAY

| France

"1 European Union

TIMELINE
1960 First 1967 Common 1973 Extension 1974 Giscard d’Estaing 1989
French Agricultural of the Common elected president — Bicentennial
atomic bomb. Policy, Market (EU) from . 11\49?11 Socaal}l).sr . celebration
Decolonization subsidizing siX to nine states 1980 Giverny, ! irjran[ f ccomes of the
of black Africa Europe’s Monet's garden, [T ler French
farmers opens to the Lijveas Revolution
public (see p266)
1960 1970 1980 £
. 1963 First 1977 Jacques 1987 Mitterrand
1962 Evian French nuclear 1969 o786 Chirac first mayor ~ and Thatcher sign
agreements : Pompidou Concorde’s f Paris si t f
e power station replaces de. first commer- of Paris since agreement for
Algerian Gaulle as cial flight tls 7115 Opegmg of Cha_r}qe% '_1‘uerel,
€ e Pompidou rial in Lyon
indepen- | 1968 May demonstrations | | president Centef of ex-S$ Off‘i/cer
dence Klaus Barbie

Frangois Mitterrand
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TGV

The TGV (Train a Grande
Vitesse) is one of the
world’s fastest trains (see
pp682-3). It typifies the
French government’s

EU Flag commitment to high
France bas been one technology and improved
of the leading forces communications.

in the European
Union ever since the

Fashion by Lacroix

Despite less demand
move toward closer The Areva (Fiat) forﬁa o o
European collaboration Tower is one of y, U i T,
began in the 1950s. Europe’s tallest IS (S &AL O ULzl

Jfashion center. The
designs shown on the
catwalk, here by
Christian Lacroix,
remain proof of the
world-renowned
skills of French
designers.

towers, at 584 ft
(178 m).

MAY 1968

The events of May 1968 began as a
political revolt by left-wing students
against the Establishment and had
a profound influence on French
society. Around 9 million workers,
and leading intellectuals like Jean-
Paul Sartre, joined the rebellion,
demanding better pay, better study
conditions, and the overhaul of
traditional values and institutions.

Student riots starting in Nanterre, just
outside Paris, sparked widespread riot-
built first and houses the ing and industrial unrest in France.
center for industry.

Palais de la Défense was

2002 National Front
1994 defeat Socialists in 1st
round of presidential

Prince Albert 11

%};ﬁ&e ! campaign. France re- 2008 Jean-Marie Gustave Le
opens elects Jacques Chirac Clézio wins the Nobel Prize
for literature
1990 | 2000 2010 2020
1991 Edith Cresson 2002 Euro replaces ‘ 2007 Center-right Nicolas
is first woman franc as legal tender Sarkozy elected president

prime minister 2005 Prince Rainier 11T
1996 Mitterrand dies SLE é\fé):é‘ecg g;eﬁiinélnf;
after a long illness son, Prince Albert IT
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Kings and Emperors of France

Following the break-up of the Roman Empire, | 768-814
the Frankish king Clovis consolidated the Charlemagne
Merovingian dynasty. It was followed by the
Carolingians, and from the 10th century by
Capetian rulers. The Capetians established
royal power, which passed to the Valois
branch in the 14th century, and then to the
Bourbons in the late 16th century, following
the Wars of Religion. The Revolution of
1789 seemed to end the Bourbon dynasty,
but it made a brief come-back in 1814-30.
The 19th century was dominated by the
Bonapartes, Napoleon I and Napoleon III.
Since the overthrow of Napoleon III in 1870,
France has been a republic.

954-986 Lothaire

743-751 Childéric 11T

716-721 Chilpéric 1 898-929 Charles IIT,
695-711 Childebert I1 the Simple 1137-80 Louis VII
566-584 Chilpéric I 674-691 884-888 Charles
Thierri I1T 11, the Fat 987-996 Hugh Capet
558-562 Clothaire I TR
655-668 o
. A Louis III 1031-60
447-458 Merovich || Clothaire III Henri T
840-877
458482 628-637 Charles 1. the 1060-1108
Childéric 1 Dagobert I Bald Philippe I
400 | 500 | 600 | 700 | 800 | 900 | 1000 [1100
MEROVINGIAN DYNASTY [CAROLINGIAN DYNASTY I CAPETIAN DYNASTY
400 | 500 | 600 | 700 | 800 | 900 | 1000 | 1100
751-768 996-1031
Pépin Robert 11,
the Short the Pious
721-737 986-987 Louis V
fhictilly 936-954 Louis IV, the
711-716 Foreigner
Dagobert IIT
691-695 Clovis 111 888-898 Odo, Count of Paris
668-674 Childéric 11 882-884 Carloman
637-655 Clovis 11
584-628 Clothaire IT 877-879 Louis II, the Stammerer
562-566 Caribert
511-558 Childebert [ 814-840 Louis 1, the Pious

1108-37 Louis VI, the Fat

482-511 Clovis I
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1515-47 Francois [
(13[25‘79_ )LOL"S X 1498-1515 Louis XII,
stLouls Father of his People |
|| 1774-92 Louis XVI
1483-98 Charles VIIT ’ [
1422-61 Charles VII, the 4 3. L
Victorious "’-’h. 5 L ™S
1270-85 Philippe 11T 1547-59 Henri II
1285-1314 Philippe
1V, the Fair 1559-60 Francois II
1316-22 )
Philippe V 1610-43 Louis XIII
1328-50 1643-1715 Louis 1804-14
Philippe VI X1V, the Sun King Napoleon I
| 1200 [ 1300 | 1400 | 1500 | 1600 [1700 | 1800
| VALOIS DYNASTY | BOURBON DYNASTY
[ 1200 | 1300 | 1400 | 1500 | 1600 | 1700 | 1800
1380-1422 1560-74 1814-24 ‘
1314-16 Charles VI, Charles IX Louis XVIII
Louis X the Fool arava0 1824-30
Henri 111 Charles X
136180 1830-48
1322-28 Chareols 1589-1610 z Louis-Philippe I
Charles 1V, lf;ls Henri IV v 1852-70
Napoleon IIT
1350-64 Jean II, apoieon
the Good
1223-6 Louis VIII

1180-1223 Philip Augustus

1461-83 Louis XI, the Spider

1715-74
Louis XV
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PARIS AND ILE DE FRANCE

Introducing Paris and Ile de France

The French capital is rich in museums, art galleries,

and monuments. The Louvre, Eiffel Tower, and

Pompidou Center are among the most popular sights.
Surrounding Paris, the Ile de France takes in 4,600 sq

miles (12,000 sq km) of busy suburbs and commuter

towns punctuated by chateaux, the most celebrated

being Versailles. Farther out, suburbia gives way

to farmland, forests, and the magnificent palace

of Fontainebleau.

s e = Sip ik

Arc de Triomphe péra Garnier

CHAMPS-ELYSEES
AND INVALIDES
Pages 104-15

[

/::
ﬁi[fel Tower

The Musée d'Orsay,
opened in 1986, was
created from a late
19th-century railroad
terminus (see pp120-1).
: % _‘ C : Its magnificent collection
AT e ol X of 19th- and early 20th-
ey ft : century art (notably
-‘.&t ’ i l }"1’_ ¥ Impressionist art)
The Eiffel Tower, deszgnedfor the Universal »- includes Jean-Baptiste
Exhibition of 1889, scandalized : Carpeaux’s Four
contemporary critics but is now the capital’s Quarters of the World
most famous landmark (see p113). (1867-72).

— T | —
< Rooftop view of Sacré-Coeur and the Butte Montmartre
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ILE DE FRANCE
Pages 170-81

Versailles

i L e
T m nw...f-
lllmlummul

MRS

Fontamebleau

0 kilometers 25
——

0 miles 25

TUILERIES
AND OPERA
Pages 94-103

© BEAUBOURG
Pages 80-93

ILE DE LA CITE, J.
MARAIS, AND- |

The Pompidou Center
(1977) is as famous for
its novel inside-out design
as it is for masterpieces
R | by Picasso, Matisse, and
THE LEFT BANK \ Miré (see Pp92-3).
Pages 116-27

Musée de Cluny

0 kilometers Notre-Dame, a stunning example of Gothic archi-

! tecture begun in 1163, took two centuries and armies

0 miles I of medieval workers to complete (see pp86—7). Architect
Viollel-le-Duc designed the spire in the 19th century.







PARIS AND

ILE DE FRANCE

A RIVER VIEW
OF PARIS

he remark-
able French
music-hall
star Mistinguett des-
cribed the Seine as a
“pretty blonde with
laughing eyes.” The river most
certainly has a beguiling quality, but
the relationship that exists between it
and the city of Paris is far more than
one of flirtation.

No other European city defines itself
by its river in the same way as Paris.
The Seine is the essential point of
reference to the city: distances are
measured from it, street numbers
determined by it, and it divides the
capital into two distinct areas, the
Right Bank on the north side of the
river and the Left Bank on the south
side. These are as well-defined as any
of the official boundaries. The city is
also divided historically: the east is
linked to the city’s ancient roots and
the west to the 19th-20th centuries.

Sculpture on the
Pont Alexandre Il

Practically every building of note
in Paris is either along the river bank
or within a stone’s throw of it. The
quays are lined by fine bourgeois
apartments, magnificent townhouses,
world-renowned museums, and
striking monuments.

Above all, the river is very much
alive. For centuries fleets of small
boats used it, but motorized land traf-
fic stifled this once-bustling scene.
Today, the river is busy with com-
mercial barges and massive bdteaux
mouches pleasure boats carrying
sightseers up and down the river.

The Latin Quarter
Quayside is on the
Left Bank of the
Seine. Associated
with institutes of
learning since the
Middle Ages, it
acquired its name
from the early Latin-
speaking students.

| U seeppr67

. CHAMPS-ELYSEES
\J AND INVALIDES

CHAMPS-
ELYSEES
AND

“_INVALIDES A
A, /

‘\\._ /,'

"/

This map shows the sections of the river
depicted on the following pages.

E Les Bouquinistes, the

== bookstalls on the river
banks, are treasure troves of
second-hand books and
prints, and perfect for an
afternoon’s browsing.

;
TuLerEs | e PPTES
AND L -
OPERA et LN
| ILEDELACITE,
/ MARAIS, AND
BEAUBOURG

\ THE LEFT BANK
\ 7
\
\
\ /

- S J

-
7

0 kilometers 2
— ———
0 miles 1

KEY

[T lllustrated area

<] Point Alexandre I, encrusted with exuberant statuary
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From Pont de Grenelle to Pont de la Concorde

The grand monuments along
this stretch of the river are
remnants of the Napoleonic
era and the Industrial
Revolution. The elegance
of the Eiffel Tower, the Petit
Palais, and the Grand Palais
is matched by more recent
buildings, such as the
Palais de Chaillot and the
Musée du Quai Branly.

Palais de Chaillot The Palais de Tokyo
Built for the 1937 Exhibition, Bourdelle’s statues
the spectacular colonnaded adorn the facades
wings house several museums (110

and a theater (p110).

=
Bateaux Parisiens
Tour Eiffel
Vedettes de Paris
lle de France =
The Pont
Bir-Hakeim has
a dynamic statue by
Wederkinch rising at
its north end.

Maison de Radio France f
is an imposing circular . \ 2, > This is
building, designed in 1960, . TR AV s . Paris’s most
which hleses studios as well 4 . identifiable
as a radio museum. g | .

landmark
(p113).

Bir Hakeim

The Statue of Liberty

was given to the city in 1885.
It faces west, toward the
original Liberty in New York.

KEY
[X} Metro station

RER station

IL}| Batobus stop

E= River trip boarding point




A RIVER VIEW OF PARIS

M
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Petit Palais

Now the Paris museum of
fine arts, this was first
designed as a companion
to the Grand Palais (p108).

Grand Palais
Major exhibitions and a science
museum are based bere (p109).

" de I'Alma

The Assemblée
Nationale Palais-

g " . i Bourbon was originally

- e Liberty Flame bk EeER\  built for Louis XIV's
. . : o 0 e daughter. It has accom-

The Zouave, a statue is a memorial to the o . modated the lower house
on the central pier, is  fighters of the — ! &  the French Parli .
a useful gauge for French Resistance e | =1\ ° 618%6(;1(: ariimen
checking flood levels.  during World War II. s - since .

Pont Alexandre III
Flamboyant

Do6me Church statuary decorates
The majestic gilded dome (p115) is here seen from Pont Paris’s most ornate
Alexandpre III. Napoleon’s tomb is installed in the crypt. bridge (p109).




PARIS AND ILE DE FRANCE

From Pont de la Concorde to Pont de Sully

The historic heart of Paris lies
on the banks and islands of
the east river. At its center is
the Ile de la Cité, a natural
stepping stone across the
Seine and the cultural core
of medieval Paris. Today
it is still vital to
Parisian life.
Jardin des Tuileries =
These are laid out in Musée du I”ere
the formal style Before becoming the world’s
; greatest museum and home to
the Mona Lisa, this was Europe’s
largest royal palace (pp100-3).

- Assemblée
. Natim:lale

Musée de I'Orangerie
An important Musée d’Orsay

collection of 19th- This converted train station houses
century paintings is on Paris’s outstanding collection of
display bere (p98). Impressionist art (pp120-21).

Bateaux Vedettes
du Pont Neuf

BATOBUS CRUISES

The boarding points are: Eiffel Tower. Map 6 D3.
[T Bir Hakeim. Champs-Elysées. Map 7 A1. [T]
Champs-Elysées-Clemenceau. Musée d'Orsay. Map
8 D2. [] Assemblée Nationale. Louvre. Map 8 D2.
[T Palais Royal-Musée du Louvre. Hétel de Ville.
Map 9 B4. [[[] Hotel de Ville. Notre-Dame. Map 9 B4.
[T St-Michel. St-Germain-des-Prés. Map 8 E3. []
St-Germain-des-Prés. Jardin des Plantes. Map 13 i =

C1. [M] Jussieu. Departures mid-Feb-mid-Mar, mid- By
Nov-mid-Dec: 10:30am-4:30pm (to 5pm mid-Dec—early =

Jan); mid-Mar-May, Sep-Nov 11: 10am-7pm (to 9pom
Jun-Aug); every 15-30 min daily. www.batobus.com

Hotel des Monnaies,

the Mint, was built in
1778, and has an
extensive coin and
medallion collection in its
old milling halls.

Passerelle des Arts This
steel reconstruction of
L. L Paris’s first cast-iron
bridge (1804) was
inaugurated in 1984.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6




A RIVER VIEW OF PARIS

HOW TO TAKE A SEINE CRUISE

Bateaux Vedettes
Pont Neuf Seine Cruise
The boarding point is:
Square du Vert-Galant
(Pont Neuf). Map 8 F3.
Tel 07 46 33 98 38.

M Pont Neuf. [T Chatelet/
St-Michel. ™ 27, 58, 67,
70, 72, 74, 75. Departures
Mar 15-Oct 31: 10:30am,
11:15am, noon, 1:30-
10:30pm (every 30 min)
daily; Nov-Mar 14: 10:30am,
11:15am, noon, 2-6:30pm
(every 45 min), 8om, 9pm,
10pm Mon-Thu; 10:30am,
11:15am, noon, 2-6:30pm,
8pm, 9-10:30pm (every 30
min) Fri=Sun. Duration 1
hr. Snacks available. www.
vedettesdupontneuf.fr

Bateaux Mouches
Seine Cruise

The boarding point is:
Pont de I’Alma. Map 6 F1.
Tel 01 42 25 96 10.

[ Alma-Marceau.

(& Pont de I'Alma.
28,42, 63,72, 80, 81,
92. Departures Apr-Sep:
10:15am~11pm daily (every
30 min); Oct-Mar:
10:15am-9pm (every 45
min). Duration Thr 15
min. Lunch cruise 1pm
Sat, Sun, public hols
(boarding 12:15pm).
Dinner cruise boarding
7:30-8:30pm daily.
Duration 2hr 15 min.
Jacket and tie. www.
bateaux-mouches.fr

Vedettes de Paris

lle de France Seine
Cruise

Main boarding point is:
Pont du Suffren. Map 6
D3. Tel 071 44 18 19 50.
[ Trocadéro, Bir Hakeim.
[ Champ-de-Mars-Tour
Eiffel. 22, 30, 32, 42,
44, 63, 69, 72, 82, 87.
Departures 10am-10pm
daily (11am-6pm Oct-feb,

until 9pm Sat) (every 30 min).

Duration 1hr. Champagne
cruise 6pm Thu-Sat. Test
three champagnes on a
one-hour trip. Gourmand
cruise daily on boats
leaving between 2 & 6pm.
Duration 1hr. www.
vedettesdeparis.com

Bateaux Parisiens
Tour Eiffel

Seine Cruise

The boarding point is:
Pont d'léna & Quai de
Montbello (Apr-Nov).
Map 6 D2. Tel 08 25 01
01 01. [Y] Trocadéro, Bir
Hakeim. [ Champ-de-
Mars—Tour Eiffel. 9 42,
82. Departures 10am—
10pm daily (every 30 min
Apr-Sep, hourly Oct-May).
Lunch cruise 12:15pm
daily. Duration 2hr 15min.
Dinner cruise boarding 7-
8:15pm daily. Duration
3hr. Jacket and tie. Bateaux
Parisiens are luxurious
Bateaux Mouches. www.
bateauxparisiens.com

Ile de la Cité

This tiny island on the

Seine was first
inhabited around
200 BC by a Celtic
tribe known as the
Parisii (pp82-3).

Conciergerie

During the Revolution this

building, with its
distinctive
towers,
became

a prison

The lle St-Louis has been
a desirable address since
the 17th century,

when its elegant

houses

were built.

Notre-Dame
This towering cathedral
surveys the river (pp86-7).

Bateaux Parisiens




e

e

(]

™

FEL il A

.

mom

e % B

e T




PARTIS

ILE DE LA CITE, MARAIS,
AND BEAUBOURG

AND ILE DE FRANCE

he Right Bank is dominated by

the modernistic Forum des

Halles and Pompidou Center in
the Beaubourg. These are Paris’s most
thriving public areas, with millions of
tourists, shoppers, and students
flowing between them. Young
people flock to Les Halles,
shopping for the latest street
fashions, but you should avoid
the area at night. Renovations
to improve Les Halles are emuap
taking place from 2010. All
roads from here appear to
lead to the Pompidou Center,
an avant-garde assembly of pipes,
ducts, and cables housing the Musée
National d’Art Moderne. The smaller
streets around the center are full of art
galleries housed in crooked, gabled

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

city

ionable address, though small
| S cafés, bakeries, and artisans

wEC

The motto of the

buildings. The neighboring Marais was
abandoned by its royal residents dur-
ing the 1789 Revolution, and it
descended into architectural wasteland
before being rescued in the 1960s. It

has since become a very fash-

still survive in its streets.
Notre-Dame cathedral,
the Palais de Justice, and
Sainte-Chapelle continue
to draw tourists to the Ile
de la Cité, despite extensive
redevelopment of the island
in the last century. At the eastern end
a bridge connects with the Ile St-Louis,
a former swampy pastureland trans-
formed into a residential area with
pretty, tree-lined quays and mansions.

| MERGypp,

of Paris

Islands & Squares Museums and
Ile St-Louis @

Forum des Halles @
Place des Vosges @

Place de la Bastille @

Churches
Sainte-Chapelle @
Notre-Dame ppS6-7 @
St-Gervais—St-Protais @
St-Eustache @

Historic Buildings
Conciergerie @

Palais de Justice @
Hotel de Ville @

Tour St-Jacques @
GETTING THERE
Metro stations include Chatelet,
Hotel-de-Ville, and Cité. Buses
47 and 29 serve Beaubourg
and the Marais respectively.
Several bus routes cross Ile
de la Cité and Ile St-Louis.

Musée d’Art et
Judaisme @

N
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KEY
I street by Street map pp82-3

Street by Street map pp88-9

& Metro station

0 meters

Batobus boarding point

Crypte Archéologique @
Hotel de Sens @
Pompidou Center pp92-3 @

Hétel de Soubise @
Musée Picasso @

Musée Carnavalet @
Maison de Victor Hugo @

Galleries Bridges

Pont Neuf @

d'Histoire du
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<] View of the Conciergerie and the Pont au Change




PARIS AND ILE DE FRANCE

Street by Street: Ile de la Cité

The origins of Paris are on the Ile de la

Cité, the boat-shaped island on the Seine

first inhabited by Celtic tribes in the 3rd

century BC. One tribe, the Parisii,

eventually gave its name to the city. The

island offered a convenient river crossing

on the route between northern and

southern Gaul and was easily defended.

In later centuries the settlement was * Conciergerie

expanded by the Romans, the Franks, This sinister-looking building was the country’s
and the Capetian kings to form the chief prison during the Revolution @

nucleus of today’s city.

Remains of the first buildings The Marché aux Fleurs et Oiseaux
can still be seen today in the in place Louis-Lépine is one of

archaeological crypt of the
great medieval cathedral
of Notre-Dame. At the
other end of the island is
Sainte-Chapelle, another
Gothic masterpiece.

To Pont Neuf

% Sainte-Chapelle

A jewel of Gothic
architecture, Sainte-
Chapelle is famous for
its magnificent stained-
glass windows @

STAR SIGHTS
* Notre-Dame

* Sainte-Chapelle

% Conciergerie

KEY

== == == SUggested route

the largest flower markets in
Paris, with birds for sale
on Sundays.

Metro Cité

Palais de Justice

With a bistory spanning
over 16 centuries, the old
palace is today a massive
complex of law courts @

marks the spot - :
from which all | = h |
road distances {1
are measured )

in France.

To Latin Quarter
Crypte Archéologique
Deep under the square lie remnants
of houses dating back 2,000 years @

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6
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P
TUILERIES ——

ILE DE LA
CITE, MARAIS
AND
BEAUBOURG

LOCATOR MAP
Hétel Dieu, a large hospital serving  See Street Finder maps 8, 9
central Paris, was founded in AD 651
by St-Landry, Bishop of Paris.

* Notre-Dame Pont Neuf, the city’s oldest bridge
This cathedral is a superb example

of French medieval architecture @ Pont NCUf (1)

Musée Notre-Dame, founded in 1951, 75001. Map 8 F3. [J]] Pont Neuf, Cité.
contains exhibits and documents
commemorating the great events in Despite its name (New
Notre-Dame’s history. Bridge), this bridge is the
oldest in Paris and has been
immortalized by major literary
and artistic figures. The first
stone was laid by Henri IIT in
1578, but it was Henri IV
(whose statue stands at the
centre) who inaugurated it
and gave it its name in 1607.

Conciergerie @

2 bd du Palais 75001. Map 9 A3.
Square Jean XXIII, a formal | 7a1 07 53 40 60 80. @ cité.
garden with a Neo-Gothic [ 9:30am-6pm daily (9am-5pm
fountain opened in | noy—feb, ast adm 30 min before
1844, is an ideal spot closing). [@] Jan 1, May 1, Dec 25.
from which to view | 122 combined ticket with Sainte-
the east end of | chapelle (see p84) available. [3] [
the cathedral. | pnone to check. 0

Forming part of the huge
Palais de Justice, the historic
Conciergerie served as a
prison from 1391-1914. Henri
IV’s assassin, Francois
Ravaillac, was imprisoned and
tortured here in 1610.

During the Revolution the
building was packed with
over 4,000 prisoners. Its most
celebrated inmate was Marie-
Antoinette, who was held in a
tiny cell until her execution in
1793. Others included Char-
lotte Corday, who stabbed
Revolutionary leader Marat.

The Conciergerie has a
superb four-aisled Gothic hall,
where guards of the royal
household once lived. Reno-
vated during the 19th century,
0 meters the building retains its 11th-
century torture chamber and
0 yards 14th-century clock tower.
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A sculptured relief on the Palais de Justice

Palais de Justice ©

4 bd du Palais (entrance by the Cour
de Mai) 75001. Map 9 A3.

Tel 01 4432 52 52. m Cité.

[ 9am-6pm Mon~fri.

public hols & Aug recess.

This huge block of build-
ings making up the law
courts of Paris stretches the
entire width of the Ile de la
Cité. It is a splendid sight
with its Gothic towers lining
the quays. The site has been

occupied since Roman times
when it was the governors’
residence. It was the seat

of royal power until Charles V
moved the court to the
Marais following a bloody
revolt in 1358. In April 1793
the notorious Revolutionary
Tribunal began dispensing
justice from the Premiere
Chambre Civile, or first

civil chamber. Today the
site embodies Napoleon’s
great legacy — the French
judicial system.

Crypte
Archéologique @

Parvis Notre-Dame—pl Jean-Paul Il
75004. Map 9 A4. Tel 01 55 42 50
10. [ Cité. [} 10am~6pm Tue-Sun
(last adm 30 mins before closing).

@/ Jan 7, May 1 &8 Nov 1 & 11, Dec

=7E0

Situated beneath the parvis
(main square) of Notre-Dame
and stretching 393 ft (120 m)
underground, the crypt was
opened in 1980.

There are Gallo-Roman
streets and houses with an
underground heating system,
sections of Lutetia’s 3rd-cen-
tury BC wall, and remains of
the cathedral. Models explain
the development of Paris from
a settlement of the Parisii, the
Celtic tribe who inhabited the
island 2000 years ago.

Notre-Dame @

See pp86—7.

Sainte-Chapelle @

6 bd du Palais 75001.

Map 9 A3. [{] 07 53 40 60 80.
M cité. [] Mar-Oct: 9:30am-6pm
daily; Nov-Feb: 9am-5pm daily.

|@ Jan 1, May 1, Dec 25.

IZ] Combined ticket with Conciergerie
(see p83) available. No sharp
objects permitted. [3] 3 [[1

Ethereal and magical,
Sainte-Chapelle has
been hailed as one of
the greatest architectural
masterpieces of the
Western world. In the
Middle Ages the devout
likened this church to
“a gateway to heaven.”
Today no visitor can fail
to be transported by the
blaze of light created
by the 15 magnificent
stained-glass windows,
separated by pencil-like
columns soaring 50 ft
(15 m) to the star-stud-
ded roof. The windows
portray more than 1,000
biblical scenes in a
kaleidoscope of red,
gold, green, and blue.
Starting from the left
near the entrance and

proceeding clockwise, you
can trace the scriptures from
Genesis through to the Cruci-
fixion and the Apocalypse.
The chapel was completed
in 1248 by Louis IX to house
what was believed to be
Christ's Crown of Thorns and

The magnificent interior of Sainte-Chapelle

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

fragments of the True Cross
(now in the treasury at Notre-
Dame). The king, who was
canonized for his good works,
purchased the relics from the
Emperor of Constantinople, pay-
ing three times more for them
than for the entire construc-
tion of Sainte-Chapelle.
The building actually
consists of two separate
chapels. The somber
lower chapel was used
by servants and lower
court officials, while the
exquisite upper chapel,
reached by means of a
narrow spiral staircase,
was reserved for the roy-
al family and its courtiers.
A discreetly placed win-
dow enabled the king
to take part in the
celebrations unobserved.
During the Revolution
the building was badly
damaged and became a
warehouse. It was reno-
vated a century later by
architect Viollet-le-Duc.
Today, evening con-
certs of classical music
are held regularly in the
chapel, taking advantage
of its superb acoustics.
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Ile St-Louis @

75004. Map 9 B-C4-5. []] Pont Marie,
Sully Morland. St-Louis-en-I'lle Tel
0146 34 11 60. [ ] 9am-noon,
3pm-7pm Tue-Sun. [@) public hols.
Concerts www stlouisenlile.com

Across Pont St-Louis from

Ile de la Cité, smaller Ile
St-Louis is a little haven of
quiet streets and riverside
quays. There are luxurious
restaurants and stores, includ-
ing the famous ice-cream
maker Berthillon. Almost every-
thing on the Ile was built in
classical style in the 17th
century. The church of St-
Louis-en-I'lle, with its marble
and gilt Baroque interior, was
completed in 1726 from plans
by royal architect Louis de
Vau. Note the 1741 iron clock
at the church entrance, the
pierced iron spire, and a
plaque given in 1926 by St.
Louis, Missouri. The church

is also twinned with Carthage
cathedral in Tunisia, where
St-Louis is buried.

The interior of St-Louis-en-I'lle

Hotel de Sens ©@

1 rue du Figuier 75004. Map 9 C4.
Tel 01 42 78 14 60. [)]] Pont-Marie.
[ 10am-7:30pm Wed & Thu (from
1pm Tue, Fri, Sat). (@) public hols. 23

One of only a handful of
medieval buildings still
standing in Paris, the Hotel de
Sens is home to the Forney arts
library. During the period of
the Catholic League in the 16th

century, it was turned into a
fortified mansion and occupied
by the Bourbons, the Guises,
and Cardinal de Pellevé.

St-Gervais-
St-Protais @

PI St-Gervais 75004. Map 9 B3.
Tel 01 48 87 32 02. [Y] Hotel de
Ville. [ 5:30am —10pm daily.
Organ concerts

Named after Gervase and
Protase, two Roman soldiers
martyred by the Emperor Nero,
the origins of this magnificent
church go back to the 6th
century. It boasts the earliest
Classical facade in Paris, dat-
ing from 1621, with a triple-
tiered arrangement of Doric,
Tonic and Corinthian columns.
Behind the facade lies a late
Gothic church renowned for
its association with religious
music. Francois Couperin
| (1668-1733) composed
. his two masses for this
church’s organ.

UPPER CHAPEL WINDOWS

Genesis
Exodus
Numbers
Deuteronomy:
Joshua

Judges

left Tsaiah right
Rod of Jesse

7 left St. John the

BWN =

o u

The Rose

Evangelist biblical story of
right Childhood  the Apocalypse in
of Christ 86 panels of

Christ's Passion  stained gla

left St. John the

Baptist right

Story of Daniel

10 Ezekiel

11 left Jeremiah
right Tobias

12 Judith and Job

13 Esther

14 Book of Kings

15 Story of the
Relics

16 Rose Window:

The Apocalypse

O

Main
portals

Thorns adorns the
chapel’s pinnacle.

Window tells the

The spire rises
245 ft (75 m) into
the air.

The upper chapel
was reserved for
the royal family

and its entourage.

The stained-glass
windows of the upper
chapel constitute a vast
illustrated Bible.

j . The lower

chapel was used by
servants and commoners.
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Notre-Dame 0

No other building epitomizes the his-

tory of Paris more than Notre-Dame.

Built on the site of a Roman temple, the
cathedral was commissioned by Bishop
de Sully in 1159. The first stone was laid
in 1163, marking the start of two centuries
of toil by armies of Gothic architects and
medieval craftsmen. It has been witness to
great events of French history ever since,
including the coronations of Henry VI in
1422 and Napoleon Bonaparte in 1804.
During the Revolution the building was
desecrated and rechristened the Temple
of Reason. Extensive renovations 4.
(including the addition of the -

spire and gargoyles) were

carried out in the 19th century

by architect Viollet-le-Duc.

The cathedral’s legendary
gargoyles (chimeres) gaze
menacingly from the
cathedral’s ledge.

* West Rose Window
This window depicts the
Virgin in a medallion of
rich reds and blues.

STAR FEATURES

* West Facade and
Portals

% Flying Buttress

* Rose Windows

* Galerie des Chimeéres

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

* West Facade
The beautifully
proportioned west
facade is a
masterpiece of
French Gothic
architecture.

387 steps lead to
the top of the south
tower, where the
famous Emmanuel
bell is housed.

The Kings' Gallery features 28

stone images of the kings of Judah.
Portal of the Virgin

The Virgin surrounded by saints
and kings is a fine composition
of 13th-century statues.
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VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

Parvis-Notre-Dame—pl Jean-Paul Il.

Map 9 B4. m 01423456 10.
M Gite. [ 21, 27, 38, 47, 85, 96.
Notre-Dame. [@ p! du Parvis.
[) 8am-6:45pm (to 7:15pm Sat,
Sun); towers 10am- 5:30pm
(winter); 10am—6:30pm (summer,).
K3 8am, 9am, noon, 6:15pm
Mon—Fri; 6:30pm Sat; 8:30am,

* Flying Buttresses 10am, 11:30am, 12:45pm, 6:30pm

Jean Ravy’s spectacular flying buttresses Sun. [ for towers. [ B3

at the east end of the cathedral have a

span of 50 ft (15 m).

The spire, designed
by Viollet-le-Duc,
soars to a height of
295 ft (90 m).

The view from the main
entrance takes in the high-
vaulted central nave,

choir, and bigh

The transept was built The treasury houses the cathedral’s
at the start of Philippe- religious treasures, including ancient
Auguste’s reign, in the manuscripts and reliquaries. |

13th century. ]

* South Rose Window

This south facade window, < *
with its central depiction
of Christ, is an impressive
43 ft (13 m) high.

The “Mays” Paintings
| These religious paintings, by Charles
| Le Brun and Le Sueur among others,
were presented by the Paris guilds
every May 1 from 1630 to 1707.
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Street by Street: The Marais

Once an area of marshland (marais means
swamp), the Marais grew steadily in
importance from the 14th century, by
virtue of its proximity to the Louvre,
the preferred residence of Charles V.
Its heyday was in the 17th century,
when it became a fashionable
area for the monied classes,
many of whose grand
mansions (hatels)
have now been
restored as
museums.
Once again
fashionable, chic
designer boutiques
alternate with small
restaurants and
stores.

To the
Pompidou
Centre

Rue des Francs-

Bourgeois, built in 1334,

was named after the

francs — almshouses for
the poor at Nos. 34 and 36. Musée Cognacq-Jay

* Y contains an exquisite
Musée Picasso collection of 18th-century

The palatial home of paintings and furniture.
a 17th-century salt-
tax collector houses
the most extensive
collection of Picassos
in the world. Closed . 1 ! Hotel de Lamoignon

until 2010/2011 @ - % % was built in 1584 and houses

Paris’s historical library.

Rue des Rosiers, heart of the
city’s oldest Jewish quarter,
is lined with 18th-century
houses, stores, and
restaurants serving hot
pastrami and borscht.

* Musée Carnavalet

i Suggested route Occupying two large mansions,

0 meters 100 ) X N
e of Paris from Prebistoric and

0 yards 100 Gallo-Roman times ®

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6
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Hotel de Ville ©

Pl de I'Hotel de Ville 75004.

Map 9 B3. Tel 01 42 76 40 40.
MARAIS AND [ Hotel-de-Ville. [] to groups:
BEAUBOURG phone to arrange (01 42 76 54 04).
public hols, and for official
functions (phone to check).

TUILERIES

THE LEFT BANK

Home of the city council, the
Hotel de Ville is a 19th-
century reconstruction of the

% Place des Vosges

: ) , LOCATOR MAP
This enchanting square is

See Street Finder maps 9, 10

an oasis of peace and 17th-century town hall burned
. tranquility @

down by insurgents of the
Paris Commune in 1871. It is

0 q a highly ornate example of
Maison de Victor Hugo Third Republic architecture,

A'utbor of Les Misérables, Victor Hugo with elaborate stonework,
lived at No. 6}71.“5? des Vosges, now turrets, and statues overlooking
a museum of his life and work @ a pedestrianized square.

. o i
The 16th-century Tour St-Jacques

Tour StJacques @

Square de la Tour St-Jacques 75004.
Map 9 A3. [[]] Chételet. [@] closed
for renovations.

This imposing late Gothic
tower, dating from 1523, is all
that remains of a medieval
: : church used as a rendezvous
To Metro Sully / o by pilgrims setting out for
Morland &\ " 4 @l | Compostela in Spain. The
building was destroyed by
, revolutionaries in 1797.
Earlier, Blaise Pascal, the
21T } 17th-century philosopher,
* Musée Picasso ' mathematician, physicist, and
writer, used the tower for
* Musée Carnavalet barometric experiments. His
Hétel de Sully, with its statue stands at the base of
* Place des Vosges orangerie and courtyard, is an the tower, which is now used
elegant Renaissance mansion. as a meteorological station.
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St-Eustache @

Pl du Jour 75001. Map 9 A1. Tel 01
4236 31 05. [Y]] Les Halles. [T
Chételet-Les-Halles. [] 9:30am-7pm
Mon-Fri, 10am-7pm Sat, 9am—-7pm
Sun. | 12:30pm Mon-Fri, 6pm
Mon-Sat, 9:30am, 11am, 6pm Sun.
Concerts www.saint-eustache.org

With its Gothic plan and
Renaissance decoration, St-
Eustache is one of Paris’s
most beautiful churches. Its
massive interior is modeled on
Notre-Dame, with five naves
and side and radial chapels.
The 105 years (1532-1637) it
took to complete the church
saw the flowering of the
Renaissance style, which is
evident in the magnificent
arches, pillars, and columns.

St-Eustache has hosted many
ceremonial events including
the baptisms of Cardinal
Richelieu and Madame de
Pompadour, and the funerals
of fabulist La Fontaine, Colbert
(prime minister of Louis XIV),
17th-century dramatist Moliere
and the revolutionary orator
Mirabeau. It was here that
Berlioz first performed his 7e
Deum in 1855. Today talented
choir groups perform regularly
and organ recitals are held on
Sundays at 5:30pm.

Forum des Halles ®

75001. Map 13 A2. [J] Les Halles.
[E Chatelet-Les-Halles. Le Forum des
Images: 2 rue du Cinéma. ] 12:30-
11:30pm Tue—fri, 2-11:30pm Sat, Sun.

Known simply as Les Halles
and built amid much contro-
versy on the site of the famous
old fruit and vegetable market,
the complex occupies 750,000
sq ft (7 ha), partly above and
partly below ground, and has
a reputation for being unsafe,
particularly at night. The
underground levels 2 and 3
are occupied by a varied
array of stores, from clothes
boutiques to megastores, as
well as two multiscreen movie
theaters and a cinema resource
center, Le Forum des Images.
Above ground there are well-
tended gardens, pergolas and
mini-pavillions. Extensive ren-
ovations to improve the area
were due to start in 2006 but
work is slow to commence.

St-Eustache and sculptured head,
I’Ecoute, by Henri de Miller

Pompidou Center ®

See pp92-3.

Musée d’Art et
d’Histoire du
Judaisme ®

Hotel de St-Aignan, 71 rue du Temple
75003. Map 13 B2. Tel 01 53 01 86
60. [Y] Rambuteau. [] 11am-6pm

Mon-Fri, 10am-6pm Sun. @) Jewish

hols. 7 [ B 1 www.mahj.org

This museum in a Marais
mansion, the elegant Hotel de
St-Aignan, brings together
collections formerly scattered
around the city, and commem-
orates the culture of French
Jewry from medieval times to
the present. Visitors learn that
there has been a sizeable

Hotel de Soubise ®

60 rue des Francs-Bourgeois 75003.
Map 9 C2. [)]] Rambuteau. [@] to
the public.

This imposing mansion, built
from 1705 to 1709 for the
Princesse de Rohan, is one of
two main buildings housing the
national archives (the other
one being the Hotel de Rohan).
It boasts a majestic courtyard
and 18th-century interior dec-
oration by some of the best-
known artists of the time.
Notable items held here
include Natoire’s rocaille work
in the Princess’s bedchamber
and Napoleon’s will, in which
he asks for his remains to be
returned to France. Unfor-
tunately the interior is only
accessible by appointment to
historical researchers.

Musée Picasso @

Hétel Salé, 5 rue de Thorigny,
75003. Map 10 D2. [| 07 42 71 25
21. [)] St-Sébastien Froissart.

Closed for renovation work until
2012. 173 [2] I 73 groups by
appointment only. [ 2
Www.musee-picasso.fr

On the death of the Spanish-
born artist Pablo Picasso
(1881-1973), who lived most
of his life in France, the
French State inherited one
quarter of his works in lieu of
death duties. In 1986, it used
them to create the Musée
Picasso in the beautifully

Jewish community in
France since Roman
times, and some of the
world’s greatest Jewish
scholars — Rashi, Rabenu
Tam, the Tosafists — were
French. Much exquisite
craftsmanship is dis-
played, with elaborate
silverware, Torah covers,
fabrics, and items of fine
Judaica and religious
objects for use both in
the synagogue and in the
home. There are also
photographs, paintings,
and cartoons and
historical documents,
including some on the
antisemitic Dreyfus Affair
more than a century ago.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

Woman Reading (1932) by
Pablo Picasso
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restored Hotel Salé, one of the
loveliest buildings in the
Marais. It was built in 1656
for Aubert de Fontenay, col-
lector of the dreaded salt tax
(salé means “salty”).

Comprising over 200 paint-
ings, 158 sculptures, 88
ceramic works, and some 3,000
sketches and engravings, this
unique collection shows the
enormous range and variety
of Picasso’s work, including
examples from his Blue, Pink,
and Cubist periods.

Highlights to look out for are
his Blue period Self-portrait,
painted at age 20; Still Life
with Caned Chair, which intro-
duced collage to Cubism; the
Neoclassical Pipes of Pan; and
The Crucifixion.

The museum frequently
loans canvases for special
exhibitions elsewhere, so some
pieces will be on show in other
galleries. The museum closed
in August 2009 for major
renovation work, which
should be finished by 2012.

A magnificent 17th-century ceiling
painting by Charles Le Brun

Musée
Carnavalet ®

23 rue de Sevigné 75003. Map 10 D3.
Tel 01 44 59 58 58. [N St-Paul.

D 10am-6pm Tue-Sun (rooms open
in rotas: phone to check). public

hols. [3] 73 ring for times. [}

www.carnavalet.paris.fr

Devoted to the history of
Paris since Prehistoric times,
this vast museum is in two
adjoining mansions. They
include entire decorated rooms
with gilded paneling, furniture,
and objets d’art; many works
of art, such as paintings and
sculptures of prominent

personalities; and engravings
showing Paris being built.

The main building is the
Hotel Carnavalet, built as a
town house in 1548 by
Nicolas Dupuis. The literary
hostess Madame de Sévigné
lived here between 1677 and
1696, entertaining the
intelligentsia of the day
and writing her celebrated
Lettres. Many of her
possessions are in the
first-floor exhibit covering
the Louis XIV era.

The 17th-century Hotel le
Peletier, opened in 1989,
features reconstructions of
early 20th-century interi-
ors and artifacts from the
Revolution and
Napoleonic era. The
Orangery houses a new
department devoted to
Prehistory and Gallo-Roman
Paris. The collection includes
pirogues discovered in 1992,
during an archaeological dig
in the Parc de Bercy, which
unearthed a neolithic village.

Place des Vosges ®

Marble bust of Victor Sy
Hugo by Auguste Rodin exhibitions.

75003, 75004. Map 10 D3.
[M Bastille, St-Paul.

This perfectly symmetrical
square, laid out in 1605 by
Henri 1V, is considered among
the most beautiful in the
world. Thirty-six houses, nine
on each side, are built over
arcades which today accom-
modate antiques stores and
fashionable cafés. The square
has been the scene of many
historical events over the cen-
turies, including a three-day
tournament in celebration of
the marriage of Louis XIII to
Anne of Austria in 1615.

Maison de
Victor Hugo @

6 pl des Vosges 75004. Map 10 D4.
Tel 01 42 72 10 16. m Bastille.
[ 70am-6pm Tue-Sun.

public hols. [/ Library
www.musee-hugo.paris.fr

The French poet, dramatist
and novelist lived on the
second floor of the former
Hotel Rohan-Guéménée, the

largest house on the square,
from 1832 to 1848. It was here
that he wrote most of Les
Misérables. On display are
reconstructions of
some of the rooms
in which he lived,
complete with his
desk, the furniture
he made, his
pen-and-ink
drawings, and
mementos from
the important
periods of his
life, from his child-
hood to his exile
between 1852
and 1870. There
are also regu-
lar temporary

Place de la Bastille ®

75004. Map 10 E4. [Y] Bastille.

Nothing remains of the infa-
mous prison stormed by the
revolutionary mob on July 14,
1789, the event that sparked
the French Revolution.

The 170-ft (52-m) Colonne
de Juillet stands in the middle
of the traffic-clogged square
to honor the victims of the
July Revolution of 1830. On the
south side of the square (at 120
rue de Lyon) is the 2,700-seat
Opéra National Bastille, com-
pleted in 1989, the bicenten-
nial of the French Revolution.

The “genius of liberty” statue on
top of the Colonne de Juillet
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Pompidou Center @

The Pompidou is like a building turned KEY

inside out: escalators, elevators, air and water

. .| Exhibition space
ducts, and even the massive steel struts that

make up the building’s skeleton are all on & Nonexhibition space

the outside. This allowed the architects,
Richard Rogers, Renzo Piano, and Gian-
franco Franchini, to create a flexible exhib-
ition space. Among the artists featured in
the museum are Matisse, Picasso, Mir0,
and Pollock, representing such schools
as Fauvism, Cubism, and Surrealism.

The Pompidou also keeps abreast of

the Paris art scene with frequently
changing temporary exhibitions.

Outside in the Piazza, crowds

gather to watch street performers. ||

This riotous jumble of glass and steel,
known as Beaubourg, is Paris’s top tour-
ist attraction, built in 1977 and drawing
over seven million visitors a year.

Mobile on Two Planes (71955)

20th-century American

artist Alexander Calder To the Atelier
introduced the mobile as Hewerl] &
an art form.

1905-60 are
porary art on

GALLERY GUIDE
The permanent collections are on
the fifth and fourth levels: works from

on the former, contem-
the latter. The first and

sixth levels are for temporary exhib-
itions; the first, second and third
house a library. The lower levels make
up “The Forum,” the focal public area,
with a performance center, movie
theater, and children’s workshop.

Sorrow of the King (7952)
This collage was created by Matisse

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

using gouache-painted paper cutouts.
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Portrait of the Journalist
Sylvia von Harden (7926)
The surgical precision of
Otto Dix’s style makes this

" aharsh caricature.

Basin and
Sculpture Terrace

Stravinsky Fountain

This fountain, which was
inaugurated in 1983, is in
the place Igor Stravinsky
near the Pompidou Center.
It was designed by sculptors
Jean Tinguely and Niki de
Saint Phalle, both of whom
are represented in the
Pompidou Center.

Le Duo (7937)

Georges Braque, like
Picasso, developed the
Cubist technique of

’.’4 representing different
views of a subject in a
single picture.

VISITORS® CHECKLIST

Centre d’Art et de Culture
Georges Pompidou, pl G
Pompidou, 75004. Map 9 B2. Tel
01 44 78 12 33. [)]] Rambuteau,
Chételet, Hotel de Ville. =5 21,
29, 38,47, 58, 69, 70, 72, 74,
75, 76, 81, 85, 96. @ Chatelet-
Les-Halles. [ Centre G
Pompidou. [ ] MNAM & temp
exhibs: 11am-10pm Wed-Mon;,
Atelier Brancusi: 2— 6pm
Wed-Mony Library: noon—10pm
Mon, Wed-Fri, 11am-10pm wl/e.

AEZEEHE0

www.cnac-gp.fr

With the Black Arc
(1912) The transition
to Abstraction, one of
the magjor art forms of
the 20th century, can
be seen in the works of
Wassily Kandinsky.

BRANCUSI WORKSHOP

The Atelier Brancusi, on the
rue Rambuteau side of the
piazza, is a reconstruction of the
workshop of the Romanian-
born artist Constantin Brancusi
(1876-1957), who lived and
worked in Paris. He bequeathed
his entire collection of works to
the French state on condition
that his workshop be rebuilt as
it was. The collection includes
over 200 sculptures and plinths,
1600 photographs exhibited in
rotation, and tools Brancusi
used to create his works.

Also featured are some of his
more personal items such as
documents, pieces of furniture,
and his book collection.

Interior of the Brancusi work-
shop, designed by Renzo Piano
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he 19th-century grandeur of

Baron Haussmann’s grands

boulevards offsets the bustle of
bankers, theater-goers, sightseers, and
shoppers who frequent the area
around the Opéra. A profusion of
stores and department stores,
ranging from the exclusively
expensive to the popular, draws
the crowds. Much of the area’s
older character is found in the
early 19th-century shopping
arcades, with elaborate steel and
glass roofs. They are known as
galeries or passages, and were
restored to their former glory in
the 1970s. Galerie Vivienne, which
is the fanciest, has an elaborate,
patterned mosaic floor. The
passage des Panoramas,
passage Verdeau, and the
tiny passage des Princes

streets abound with curious stores

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Lamppost of vestal virgin
outside the Opéra

TUILERIES AND OPERA

of all kinds, from mouthwatering
food stores to antiquarian bookstores
to stamp collectors.

The Tuileries area lies between the

Opéra and the river, bounded by the

vast place de la Concorde in the
west and the Louvre to the east. The
Louvre palace combines one of the
world’s greatest art collections with
IM Pei’s avant-garde glass pyramid.
Elegant squares and formal gardens
give the area its special character.
Monuments to monarchy and the
arts coexist with modern luxury at
its most ostentatious. Place Venddme,
home to exquisite jewelry stores and
the luxurious Ritz Hotel, is a heady
mix of the wealthy and the chic.
Parallel to the Jardin des Tuileries
are two of Paris’s foremost
shopping streets, the rue
de Rivoli and rue St-

are more old-style Parisian. These Honoré, full of expensive boutiques,
bookstores, and deluxe hotels.

Museums and Galleries
Galerie Nationale du Jeu

de Paume @
Musée des Arts Décoratifs @
Grévin @
Musée du Louvre pp100-3 @
Musée de I'Orangerie @

Squares, Parks, and Gardens
Jardin des Tuileries @

Place de la Concorde @
Place Vendome @

GETTING THERE

This area is well served by
the metro system, with sta-
tions at Tuileries, Pyramides,
Palais Royal, Madeleine, and
Opéra, among others. Bus
route 72 passes along Rue

de Rivoli and quai du Louvre,
while routes 21, 27, 29, and
81 serve avenue de 'Opéra.

KEY
7] Street by Street map pp96-7

[M Metro station

Monuments
Arc de Triomphe du
Carrousel @

Historic Buildings
Opéra de Paris Garnier @
Palais Royal @

Churches
La Madeleine @
St-Roch @
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Street-by-Street: Opéra Quarter

It has been said that the whole world will
pass you by if you sit for long enough at
the Café de la Paix (opposite the Opéra
National Garnier). During the day, the
area is a center of
commerce, tourism, and
shopping, with mammoth
department stores lining
the grands boulevards.
In the evening, the clubs
and theaters attract a

totally different crowd, 5 Opéra National de Paris Garnier

and the cafés along

Statue by Gumery  DOUlevard des Capucines

Dating from 1875, the grandiose opera
bouse has come to symbolize the opulence

on the Opéra throng with life. of the Second Empire @

STAR SIGHTS
* La Madeleine

% Opéra National de
Paris Garnier

No. 26 place de la
Madeleine is home
to Fauchon, the
most exclusive
gourmet food
store in Paris.

Madeleine

% La Madeleine

The original model of the
Madleleine can be seen at
the Musée Carnavalet

(see p91) @

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

Boulevard des Capucines

(No. 14) is where the Lumiere
brothers staged the first public
screening of a movie on
December 28, 1895.
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See Street Finder
maps 4, 7, 8

Musée de I'Opéra
contains the
scores of every
ballet and opera

performed at the

Opéra, and memor-

abilia ranging

from Nijinsky’s

PL DIAGHILEy dancing shoes to
— ‘Pavlova's tiara.

A

Place de

I'Opéra was

designed by Baron
Haussmann and is one

of Paris’s busiest intersections.

KEY

== == == Suggested route
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——
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Marochetti's Mary Magdalene Ascending to Heaven in La Madeleine

La Madeleine @

Pl de la Madeleine 75008. Map 3 C5.
Tel 01 44 51 69 00. [)]] Madeleine.
[3 9am-7pm daily. k4 12:30pm,
6:30pm Mon—fri, 12:30pm Sat,
11am, 6pm Sun. [3] [} Concerts

Modeled after a Greek
temple, La Madeleine was
begun in 1764 but not conse-
crated as a church until
1845. Before that, there
were proposals to turn
it into a stock exchange,
a bank, or a theatre.

A colonnade of Corin-
thian columns encircles
the building and sup-
ports a sculptured frieze.
The inside is crowned
by three ceiling domes
and lavishly decorated
with fine sculptures,
rose marble, and gilt.

Opéra National de
Paris Garnier @

Sign outside
the Grévin

Pl de I'Opéra 75009. Map 4 DF.

[ 0892 89 90 90. []] Opér.

[ 710am-4:30pm daily (until 1pm
on matinée days). [@) public hols. 7
3 www.operadeparis.fr

Sometimes compared to a
giant wedding cake, this
extravagant building was
designed by Charles Garnier
for Napoleon 11 in 1862. The
Prussian War and the 1871
uprising delayed the opening
of the building till 1875.

The interior is famous for its
Grand Staircase made of
white Carrara marble, topped
by a huge chandelier, as well
as for its auditorium bedecked
in red velvet and gold, with a
false ceiling painted by Chagall

in 1964. Restored to its full
glory, it is primarily used for
dance, but shares operatic
productions with the Opéra
Bastille (see p153).

Grévin ©

10 bd Montmartre 75009. Map 4
F4. Tel 01 47 70 85 05. [¥]] Grands
Boulevards. [} 10am~6:30pm Mon-
Fri (7pm Sat, Sun & school hols).
I3 1 www.grevin.com

Founded in 1882, this
is a Paris landmark,
on a par with Madame
Tussauds. The histori-
cal scenes include
Louis XIV at Versailles
and the arrest of
Louis XVI. Notable
figures from the
worlds of art, politics,
film, and sports are
also on display. On
the first floor is a holography
museum devoted to optical
tricks. The museum also
houses a 320-seat theater.

Les Passages O

75002. Map 4 F5. [)]] Bourse.

The early 19th-century glass-
roofed shopping arcades
(known as galeries or passages)
are concentrated between
boulevard Montmartre and
rue St-Marc. They house an
eclectic mixture of small stores
selling anything from designer
jewelry to rare books and art
supplies. One of the most
charming is the Galerie
Vivienne (off the rue Vivienne
or the rue des Petits Champs)
with its mosaic floor and
excellent tearoom.
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Place Vendome ©

75001. Map 8 D1. [] Tuileries.

Perhaps the best example

of 18th-century elegance in
the city, the architect Jules
Hardouin-Mansart’s royal
square was begun in 1698.
The original plan was to house
academies and embassies
behind its arcaded facades,
but instead bankers moved

in and created sumptuous
mansions for themselves. The
square’s most famous resi-
dents include Frédéric Chopin,
who died here in 1849 at

No. 12, and César Ritz, who
established his famous hotel
at No. 15 in 1898.

Galerie Nationale
du Jeu de Paume @

Jardin des Tuileries, place de la
Concorde 75008. Map 7 C1. Tel 01
4703 12 50. [)] Concorde. [}
noon-9pm Tue, noon-7pm Wed-fri,
10am-7pm Sat. [@) Jan 1, May 1,

pec25.Z2AAEANOLE

www jeudepaume.org

The Jeu de Paume - literally
“game of the palm” — was
built as two royal tennis courts
by Napoleon III in 1851 on
the north side of the Tuileries
gardens. The courts were later
converted into an art gallery
and exhibition space. The Jeu
de Paume has rotating exhibi-
tions of contemporary art and
houses the Centre National de
la Photographie. Its sister site
is the Hotel de Sully (see p89).

Place de la
Concorde ©@

75008. Map 7 C1. [] Concorde.

One of Europe’s most mag-
nificent and historic squares,
covering over 20 acres

(8 ha), the place de la
Concorde was a swamp

The 3,200-year-old obelisk from Luxor

Monet’s Waterlilies (Nymphéas) on display in the Musée de I’'Orangerie

until the mid-18th century. It
became the place Louis XV in
1775 when royal architect
Jacques-Ange Gabriel was
asked by the king to design a
suitable setting for an eques-
trian statue of himself.

The monument, which lasted
here less than 20 years, was
replaced by the guillotine (the
Black Widow, as it came to
be known), and the square

was renamed place de la
Révolution. On January
21, 1793 Louis XVI was
beheaded, followed by
over 1,300 other
victims including Marie
Antoinette, Madame du
Barry, Charlotte Corday
(Marat’s assassin), and
revolutionary leaders
Danton and Robespierre.
The blood-soaked
square was optimisti-
cally renamed place de
la Concorde after the
Reign of Terror finally
. came to an end in 1794.
A few decades later the
- 3,200-year-old Luxor
- obelisk was presented
to King Louis-Philippe
as a gift from the vice-
roy of Egypt (who also
donated Cleopatra’s
Needle in London).
Flanking the rue
Royale on the north
side of the square
it are two of Gabriel’s
Neoclassical
mansions, the
Hotel de la Marine
and the exclusive
Hétel Crillon.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

Musée de
I’Orangerie ©

Jardin des Tuileries, place de la
Concorde 75008. Map 7 C1.

Tel 01 44 77 80 07. [}] Concorde.
[ 9am-6pm Wed-Mon. (@] 1 May,
25 Dec. 7 [B] I A by apet. [

www.musee-orangerie.fr

Paintings from Claude
Monet’s crowning work, rep-
resenting part of his waterlily
series, fill the two oval upper
floor rooms. Known as the
Nymphéas, most of the can-
vases were painted between
1899 and 1921.

This superb work is comp-
lemented by the Walter-Guil-
laume collection, including 27
Renoirs, notably Young Girls
at the Piano, works by Sou-
tine and 14 Cézannes, inclu-
ding The Red Rock. Picasso is
represented by works includ-
ing The Female Bathers, and
Rousseau by 9 paintings, not-
ably The Wedding. Other works
are by Matisse, Derain, Utrillo,
and Modigliani.

Jardin des
Tuileries @

75001. Map 8 D1.

M Tuileries, Concorde.
[ 7am-9pm Apr-Sep;
7:30am-7:30pm Oct-Mar.

These Neoclassical gardens
once belonged to the Palais
des Tuileries, which the
Communards razed to the
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ground in 1871. They were
laid out in the 17th century by
André Le Notre, who created
the broad central avenue and
topiary arranged in geometric
designs. Ongoing restoration
has created a new garden with
lime and chestnut trees, and
striking modern sculptures.

St-Roch ©

296 rue St-Honoré 75001. Map 8
E1. Tel 07 42 44 13 20. []] Tuileries.
[ 8:30am-7pm daily. |@ non-
religious public hols. [3] Concerts

This huge church was
designed by Jacques
Lemercier, architect of the
Louvre, and its foundation
stone was laid by Louis XIV in
1653. It is a treasure house of
religious art, much of it from
now-vanished churches and
monasteries, and contains the
tombs of the playwright Pierre
Corneille, the royal gardener
André Le Notre, and the
philosopher Denis Diderot.

Vien'’s St. Denis Preaching to the
Gauls (1767) in St-Roch

Musée des Arts
Décoratifs ®

Palais du Louvre, 107 rue de Rivoli
75001. Map 8 E2. Tel 01 44 55 57
50. [Yl Palais Royal, Tuileries. [ ] 11am-
6pm Tue—Fri (until 9pm Thu); 10am—
6pm Sat & Sun. Library (@) public
hols. I3 www.lesartsdecoratifs.fr

Occupying the northwest
wing of the Palais du Louvre
(along with the Musée de la
Publicité and the Musée de la
Mode et du Textile), this

The Buren Columns in the main courtyard of the Palais Royal

museum offers an eclectic mix
of decorative art and domestic
design from the Middle Ages
to the present day. The Art
Nouveau and Art Deco rooms
include a reconstruction of
the home of couturier Jeanne
Lanvin. Other floors show
Louis XIV, XV, and XVI styles
of decoration and furniture.
Contemporary designers are
also represented. The restau-
rant has breathtaking views
over the Tuileries gardens.

Arc de Triomphe
du Carrousel ®

Pl du Carrousel 75001.
Map 8 E2. [J]] Palais Royal.

This rose-marble arch was
built by Napoleon to celebrate
various military triumphs,
notably the Battle of Austerlitz
in 1805. The crowning statues,
added in 1828, are copies of
the famous Horses of St Mark’s
which Napoleon stole from
Venice, which he was subse-
quently forced to return after
his defeat at Waterloo in 1815.

S St

|

The Arc de Triomphe du Carrousel crowned by Victory riding a chariot

Palais Royal ®

Pl du Palais Royal 75001.
Map 8 E1. [J]] Palais Royal.
Buildings [@) to the public.

This former royal palace has
had a turbulent history. It was
built by Cardinal Richelieu in
the early 17th century,
passing to the Crown on his
death and becoming the child-
hood home of Louis XIV.
Under the 18th-century royal
dukes of Orléans, it became
the epicenter of brilliant
gatherings, interspersed with
periods of gambling and de-
bauchery. It was from here that
the clarion call to revolution
roused the mobs to storm the
Bastille on July 14, 1789.
Today the southern section
of the building houses the
Councils of State and the
Ministry of Culture. Just west
of the palace at 2 rue de
Richelieu is the Comédie
Frangaise, established by Louis
XIV in 1680. Luxury stores
occupy the rear section of the
palace, where artists such as
Colette and Cocteau once lived.

i M
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Musée du Louvre @

The Musée du Louvre, containing one
of the most important art collections in
the world, has a history dating back to
medieval times. First built as a fortress
in 1190 by King Philippe-Auguste to
protect Paris against Viking raids, it
lost its keep in the reign of Francois

I, who replaced it with a Renais-

sance-style building. Thereafter, n
74

emperors improved and
enlarged it. Visitors should =
request a schedule of A \
room closures from /:.' g \
the information point \
since not all rooms

are open on any -

given day.
P
~

i -

four centuries of kings and

The Jardin du

Carrousel was once

the grand approach to the
Tuileries Palace, which was set
ablaze in 1871 by insurgents of
the Paris Commune.

The Carrousel du
Louvre underground

BUILDING THE LOUVRE

The Louvre’s east facade, facing
St-Germain I’Auxerrois

Over many centuries the
Louvre was enlarged by a
succession of French rulers,
shown below with their dates.

L

MAJOR ALTERATIONS
7] Reign of Frangois | (1515-47)

|| Catherine de’ Medici (about 1560)

B Reign of Henri IV (1589-1610)
(=] Reign of Louis XIll (1610-43)

1 Reign of Louis XIV (1643-1715)

| Reign of Napoleon | (1804-15)

B Reign of Napoleon Il (1852-70)

] IM Pei (1989) (architect)

visitors” complex (1993),
with galleries, stores,
restrooms, parking, and
an information desk,
lies beneath the Arc de
Triomphe du Carrousel.

Denon Wing

Pyramid entrance

The inverted glass pyramid
brings light to the subterranean
complex, echoing the museum’s
new main entrance in the Cour
Napoléon.

STAR FEATURES

% Perrault Colonnade

% Arc de Triomphe

du Carrousel

This triumphal arch was
built to celebrate Napoleon’s
military victories in 1805.

* Medieval Moats

% Arc de Triomphe
du Carrousel

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6
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THE GLASS VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

PYRAMID Map 12 E2. Automatic ticket
Plans for the - booths at Carrousel du Louvre,
modernization and " 99 rue de Rivoli, 75001. [} Palais
expansion of the Royal, Musée du Louvre. 21,
Louvre were first 24,27, 39, 48,68, 69, 72, 81, 95.
conceived in 1981. [ Chatelet-Les-Halles.

They included the X v N Louvre. [ Carrousel du Louvre
transfer of the (entrance via av du Général

Ministry of Finance vy ; iy / Lemonnier); pl du Louvre, rue St-
from the Richelieu N Honoré. [] 9am-6pm Mon,
wing of the Louvre . SN Thu, Sat, & Sun, 9am~10pm Wed
to new offices else- v LG AN | ¥y & Fri. History of the Louvre rooms
where, as well as a od o NPLSY open Sat, Sun only. [@) 1 Jan, 1
new main entrance designed by architect .M. Pei in 1989. May, 25 Dec. 7 (free 1st Sun of
Made of metal and glass, the pyramid enables the visitor to each month and for under 18;
see the buildings around the palace, while allowing light reduced price for Nocturnals after

down into the underground visitors’ reception area. 6pm). [ partial 07 40 20 59 90.
I3 phone 01 40 20 52 09.

Lectures, films, concerts

Cour Marly is the glass-roofed courtyard that 0140205555 OO

now houses the Marly Horses (see p103). \'Nww.louvre.lfr Advance book-
ings: www ticketweb.com

Richelieu Wing

Cour Puget

Hall Napoléon
is situated under
the pyramid.

Cour Khorsabad
Sully Wing
Cour Carrée

% Perrault’s Colonnade
The east facade, with its
magestic rows of columns,
was built by Claude
Perrault, who

worked on

the Louvre

with Louis Le

Vau in the mid-

17th century.

The Salle des Caryatides
is named after the four monu-
mental statues created by Jean
Goujon in 1550 to support the
upper gallery. Built for Henri II, it is
the oldest room in the palace.

The Louvre of Charles V

In about 1360, Charles V
transformed Philippe-
Auguste’s old fortress, with its
distinctive tower and keep,
into a royal residence.

* Medieval Moats
The base of the twin towers and the drawbridge support of
Philippe-Auguste’s fortress can be seen in the excavated area.




PARTIS

AND

ILE DE FRANCE

Exploring the Louvre’s Collection

Owing to the vast size of the Louvre’s collection, it is
useful to set a few viewing priorities before starting. The
collection of European paintings (1400-1848) is com-
prehensive, with over half the works by French artists.
The extensively renovated departments of Oriental,
Egyptian, Greek, Etruscan, and Roman antiquities feature
numerous new acquisitions and rare treasures. The varied
display of objets d’art includes furniture and jewelry.

The Raft of the Medusa (1819)
by Théodore Géricault

EUROPEAN PAINTING:
1200 TO 1848

Painting from northern
Europe (Flemish, Dutch,
German, and English) is well
covered. One of the earliest
Flemish works is Jan van Eyck’s
Madonna of the Chancellor
Rolin (about 1435), showing
the Chancellor of Burgundy
kneeling in prayer before the
Virgin and Child. Hieronymus
Bosch’s Ship of Fools (1500)

is a satirical account of the
futility of human existence.

Mona Lisa (about 1504) by
Leonardo da Vinci

In the fine Dutch collection,
Rembrandt’s Self-portrait, his
Disciples at Emmaus (1648),
and Bathsheba (1654) are ex-
amples of the artist’s genius.

The three major German
painters of the 15th and 16th
centuries are represented by
important works. There is a
youthful Self-portrait (1493) by
Albrecht Diirer, a Venus (1529)
by Lucas Cranach, and a por-
trait of the humanist scholar
Erasmus by Hans Holbein.

The impressive collection of
Italian paintings is arranged in
chronological order from 1200
to 1800. The father figures of
the early Renaissance, Cimabue
and Giotto, are here, as is Fra
Angelico, with his Coronation
of the Virgin (1430-32), and
Raphaél, with his stately por-
trait of Count Baldassare
Castiglione (1514-15).  §%
Several paintings
by Leonardo da
Vinci are on dis-
play, for instance
the Virgin with the
Infant Jesus and St.
Anne, which is as
enchanting as his
Mona Lisa.

The Louvre’s
fine collection of
French painting
ranges from the 14th
century to 1848.

Paintings after this date are
housed in the Musée d’Orsay
(see pp120-21). Outstanding
is Jean Fouquet's portrait of
Charles VII (1450-55). The
great 18th-century painter of
melancholy, J.A. Watteau, is
represented, as is J.H. Frago-
nard, master of the Rococo,
whose delightfully frivolous
subjects are evident in The
Batbers from 1770.

EUROPEAN SCULPTURE:
1100 TO 1848

Early Flemish and German
sculpture in the collection has
many masterpieces such as
Tilman Riemenschneider’s
Virgin of the Annunciation
from the end of the 15th
century and a life-sized nude
figure of the penitent Mary
Magdalen by Gregor Erhart
(early 16th century). An
important work of Flemish
sculpture is Adrian de Vries’s
long-limbed Mercury and
Psyche from 1593, which was
originally made for the court
of Rudolph II in Prague.

The French section opens
with early Romanesque works,
such as the figure of Christ by
a 12th-century Burgundian
sculptor, and a head of St.
Peter. With its eight black-
hooded mourners, the late
15th-century tomb of Philippe
Pot (a high-ranking official in
Burgundy) is one of the more
unusual pieces. Diane de
Poitiers, Henri II's mistress, had
a large figure of her namesake
Diana, goddess of the hunt, in-
stalled in the courtyard of her
castle west of Paris. It is now
in the Louvre.

The tomb of Philippe Pot (late 15th century) by

Antoine le Moiturier




TUILERIES

AND OPE

The celebrated Marly Horses (1745)
by Guillaume Coustou

The works of French sculptor
Pierre Puget (1620-94) have
been assembled in the Cour
Puget. They include a figure of
Milo of Crotona, the Greek ath-
lete who got his hands caught
in the cleft of a tree stump and
was eaten by a lion. The wild
horses of Marly now stand in
the Cour Marly, surrounded by
other masterpieces of French
sculpture, including Jean-
Antoine Houdon’s early 19th-
century busts of famous men
such as Diderot and Voltaire.
The collection of Italian
sculpture includes such splen-
did exhibits as Michelangelo’s
Slaves and Benvenuto Cellini’s
Fontainebleau Nymph.

ORIENTAL, EGYPTIAN,
GREEK, ETRUSCAN, AND
ROMAN ANTIQUITIES

A substantial overhaul of the
Louvre has boosted its collec-
tion of antiquities, which
range from the Neolithic peri-
od to the fall of the Roman
Empire. Among the exhibits
are Greek and Roman glass-
ware dating from the 6th cen-
tury BC. Important works of
Mesopotamian art include
one of the world’s oldest le-
gal documents, a basalt block
bearing the code of the Baby-
lonian King Hammurabi, dat-
ing from about 1700 BC.

The warlike Assyrians are
represented by delicate carv-
ings and a spectacular recon-
struction of part of Sargon 1I's
(722-705 BC) palace with its

winged bulls. A fine example
of Persian art is the enameled
brickwork depicting the king
of Persia’s personal guard of
archers (5th century BO).
. Most Egyptian art was
*. made for the dead, who
were provided with the
things they needed for the
afterlife. Examples in-
clude the lifelike funeral
portraits such as the
Squatting Scribe, and
several sculptures of
married couples.

The departments of
Greek, Roman and
Etruscan antiquities

contain a vast array of
fragments, among them
some exceptional
pieces. There is a
geometric head from
the Cyclades (2700
BC) and an elegant
swan-necked bowl
hammered out of a
gold sheet (2500 BO).
The two most famous
Greek marble statues,
the Winged Victory of
Samothrace and the
Venus de Milo,

both belong to

the Hellenistic

period (late 3rd to

Venus de Milo

OBJETS D'ART

The catchall term objets d’art
(art objects) covers a vast
range of items: jewelry,
furniture, clocks, watches,
sundials, tapestries, miniatures,
silver and glassware, cutlery,
Byzantine and Parisian carved
ivory, Limoges enamels,
porcelain, French and Italian
stoneware, rugs,
snuffboxes, scientific
instruments, and
armor. The Louvre
has well over 8,000
pieces, from many ages
and regions.

Many of these
precious objects came
from the Abbey of
St-Denis, where the

kings of France were
crowned. The treasures
include a serpentine
stone plate from the 1st
century AD with a 9th-
century border of gold
and precious stones, a
porphyry vase which
Suger, Abbot of St-Denis,
had mounted in gold in
the shape of an eagle,
and the golden scepter
made for King

2nd century BC), (Greece, late 3rd-early 2nd Charles V in

when more
natural-looking
human forms were produced.
The undisputed star of the
Etruscan collection is the
terra cotta sarcophagus of a
married couple who look as
though they are attending an
eternal banquet, while the
highlight of the Roman section
is a 2nd-century
bronze head of
the Emperor
Hadrian.

century BC)

around 1380.

The French crown
jewels include the coronation
crowns of Louis XV and
Napoleon, scepters, swords,
and other accessories of the
coronation ceremonies. On
view also is the Regent, one
of the purest diamonds in the
world, which Louis XV wore
at his coronation in 1722.

One whole room is taken
up with a series of tapestries
called the Hunts of Maximilian,
originally executed for Emperor
Charles V in 1530. The large

~ collection of French furniture

ranges from the 16th to the

. 19th centuries and is

Squatting Scribe (about 2500 BC), a lifelike

Egyptian funeral sculpture

| assembled by period, or in
y rooms devoted to donations

by distinguished collectors.
On display are pieces
by exceptionally
prominent furniture-
makers such as André-
Charles Boulle, cabinet-
maker to Louis XIV,
who worked at the
Louvre in the late 17th
to mid-18th centuries.




Gilded bronze statues
by a number of
sculptors, decorating
the central square of
the Palais de Chaillot

e

R
RUE coprgy,

&
<
(S
<

<

Boissiére

<
LONGCHAMP
N
€ ©
W
0,,@
Trocadéro

JARDINS DU
TROCADERO




PARIS AND ILE DE FRANCE 105

CHAMPS-ELYSEES
AND INVALIDES

ket; while the more chic rue du
¢ Faubourg St-Honoré has the
heavily guarded Palais de
" I'Elysée. The village of Chaillot

was absorbed into the city in the
19th century, and many of its opu-
lent Second Empire mansions
4 are now embassies or company
neighborhood to the north of the A, headquarters. Streets around the
Seine: the Champs-Elysées has &FWE. place du Trocadéro and Palais de
many fine hotels and stores  omatelampposton  Chaillot are packed full of

he River Seine bisects this

area, much of which is built

on a monumental scale,
from the imposing 18th-century
buildings of Les Invalides to the
Art Nouveau avenues surrounding
the Eiffel Tower. Two of Paris’s
grandest avenues dominate the

but today is more downmar- ~ PontAlexandrell  m;5eums and elegant cafés.
SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Historic Buildings and Streets =~ Museums and Galleries Musée National des Arts
Avenue des Champs-Elysées @ Petit Palais @ Asiatiques Guimet @
Palais de I'’Elysée @ Grand Palais @ Cité de I'Architecture

Les Egouts @ Musée d’Art Moderne de la et du Patrimoine @

No. 29 Avenue Rapp @ Ville de Paris @ Musée Dapper @
Champ-de-Mars @ Musée Galliera @ Palais de Chaillot @

Ecole Militaire @ Musée du Quai Branly @

Musée de 'Armée @

Hotel des Invalides @
Musée Rodin @
Musée Maillol @
DA 5, BOULEVAR® HAUSSMANN Chu rches .
O oo o & 4o, St-Louis-des-Invalides @
7 A & o a
.l Gaulle Etoile & e e 3
CHARLES DE GAULLE & stPhilippe Dome Church @
- L R°"'e§‘“ p Sainte-Clotilde @
€, z o
George V vy, » Seo™ A
e P V[ ™ N Monuments and Fountains
o < & )
= - z oy Arc de Triomphe @
E - z o e i ,
a = &w*‘* vs&(,@* FrankinD. £ o Eiffel Tower p113 @
z & oosevelt Sc,, .
w ) % 4 i e -zﬂ“_ L. 7 Modern Architecture
= ) 2 g > o Champs-Elysées
= 2 o o ice UNESCO @
SR W O ,,.-JEC‘**_'"..W"
< P 35 I i Gardens
Marceau - e R gy
PLACE DENA i 1 w - Jardins du Trocadéro @
QESIDENT _ WiL m COURS ALBERT PREMIER i __c__pli .
N 58 - — Bridges
- i 3
lena o = &2 r fg] Pont Alexandre 11T @
B, Pont de o= | - BTl SO RES SR Y.
- ".s,\\ Paima s} m" szt : Smalides o GETTING THERE
o ¢ 5 é Lo .
& @‘" 5 — ] Aﬂﬁ{'&:ﬁ:w Metro stations in this area in-
) ] =7 s 4 | e . .
® R 8 g e clude Ftoile, Trocadéro, and
5 B g o
a T, s < amay ;j L L Champs-Elysées. Bus routes
o> G K AW 2 2 o 42 and 73 serve the Champs-
E
(1c] o@m & e o e R o Elysées; routes 82 and 69
A\ S gt U & 2
&G s B S - Qolférino X serve avenue de Suffren and
\* I .
& ¥ - Z[fJvarenne °¢  Sue du Bac rue St-Dominique respectively.
& & 4"0% q\(p\‘ Live & oy,
<o e 3 D o KEY
© Militaire o
< & 4
e VENUE DE TOURVILLE S g [ Street by Street map pp706-7
, s -
3 1] Metro station

[ RER station

Batobus boarding point

'} Tourist information
0 yards
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Street by Street: Champs-Elysées

The formal gardens that line the Champs-Elysées from  Théatre du Rond Point, an
the place de la Concorde to the Rond-Point have original Champs-Elysées build-
changed little since they were laid out by the architect  ing, is home to the Marcel-
Jacques Hittorff in 1838. The gardens were used as the ~ Marcchal Company.
setting for the World Fair of 1855, which included the

Palais de I'Industrie, Paris’s response to London’s Metro Franklin

Crystal Palace. The Palais was later replaced by the D Roosevelt

Grand Palais and the Petit Palais, which was created

as a showpiece of the Third Republic for the Universal

Exhibition of 1900. They sit on either side of an

impressive vista that stretches from the place o

Clémenceau across the elegant curve of the

Pont Alexandre III, with its four strong

anchoring columns, to the Invalides.

* Avenue des
Champs-Elysées

This was the setting for the
victory parades following |
the two World Wars @

,.
PrEy ha

.- I h " I\co :

z ‘s
B
=
=
<
3
w

% Grand Palais

Designed by Charles Girault,

and built between 1897 and

1900, this elaborate exhibition

ball with its splendid glass

dome is frequently used for

major exhibitions @
The Lasserre
restaurant is decorated

STAR SIGHTS in the style of a luxury

ocean liner dating
* Avenue des from the 1930s. |
Champs-Elysées ) P
Palais de la Découverte, == == == Suggested route
* Grand Palais a museum of scientific
discovery, was originally 0 meters 100
* Petit Palais opened in the Grand Palais ——
for the World Fair of 1937. 0 yards 100

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

PONT DES
INVALIDES
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The Jardins des Champs-Elysées,

with their fountains, flowerbeds
and pleasure pavilions, have been a CHAMPS_AK
popular spot since the 19th century. ELYSEES .
AND
INVALIDES }

i\vj

LOCATOR MAP e
See Street Finder maps The east facade of the Arc de

Triomphe

Arc de Triomphe @

Place Charles de Gaulle, 75008.
Champs- Map 2 D4. []] Charles de Gaulle-
Elysées- Etoile. Tel 01 55 37 73 77. Museum
Clémenceau [ Apr—Sep: 10am-11pm daily; Oct-
Mar: 10am-10.30pm daily (last adm
30 mins earlier). [@) Jan 1, May 1,

M e May 8, Jul 14, Nov 11, Dec 25.
ST . - To place @ VQ ﬂ
: b / dela

Concorde After his greatest victory,
the Battle of Austerlitz in
1805, Napoleon promised his
men they would “go home
beneath triumphal arches.”
The first stone of what was
to become the world’s most
famous triumphal arch was
laid the following year. But
disruptions to architect Jean
Chalgrin’s plans and the dem-
ise of Napoleonic power del-
ayed completion. Standing
164 ft (50 m) high, the Arc is
* ; encrusted with reliefs, shields,
* Petit P ala is and sculptures. The \{ieW}ng
platform offers spendid views.
The aﬂlcollect LS On November 11, 1920 the
of the city of Paris body of the Unknown Soldier
are housed bere. was placed beneath the arch
They contain to commemorate the dead of
19th-century works World War I. The tomb’s eter-
from objets d’art to | nal flame is lit every evening.
paintings by the
Barbizon School @

To the Invalides

\ Pont Alexandre I

High relief by J.P. Corot, celebrating
the Triumph of Napoleon
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BARON HAUSSMANN
A lawyer by training and civil servant by

profession, Georges-Eugene

Haussmann (1809-91) was
appointed Prefect of

the Seine in
1852 by
Napoleon
III. For 17
years
Haussmann was
responsible for the
urban modernization
of Paris. With a team
of the best architects
and engineers of the
day, he demolished
the crowded, insani-
tary streets of the me-
dieval city and created
a well-ventilated and
ordered capital within a
geometrical grid. The new

the area at one end of the

on the new Arc de Triomphe.

scheme involved redesigning

o

5 A

Champs-Elysées and creating a star
of 12 avenues, which were centered

Arc de Triomphe

2 avenues forming
a star (étoile)

Place de I'Etoile

Avenue des
Champs-Elysées @

75008. Map 3 AS. [ Charles de
Gaulle-Etoile, George V, Franklin D
Roosevelt, Champs-Elysées -
Clemenceau, Concorde.

The majestic avenue
“of the Elysian Fields”
(the name refers to a
mythical Greek
heaven for heroes),
first laid out in the
1660s by the land-
scape designer André
Le Notre, forms a 2
mile (3 km) straight line
from the huge place de
la Concorde to the Arc
de Triomphe. The 19th
century saw it transformed
from horseride into elegant
boulevard. Today it's a
crowded tourist trap with
notorious traffic, but the
Champs-Elysées keeps its
style, its memories, and a
special place in the French
heart. National parades are
held here, the finish of the
annual Tour de France bicycle
race is always in the Champs-
Elysées, and, above all, it is
where Parisians instinctively
go at times of great national
celebration.

Elysée guard

Palais de I'Elysée ©

55 rue du Faubourg-St-Honoré
75008. Map 3 B5. m St-Philippe-
¥ du-Roule. [@ to the public.

the Elysée Palace was
built in 1718 and has
been the official
S residence of the
W) President of the
¢ Republic since 1873.
Several occupants left
their mark. Louis XV’s
mistress, Madame de
Pompadour, had the
whole site enlarged.
After the Revolution,
it became a dance hall.
In the 19th century,
it was home to
Napoleon’s sister (Caroline

GRAND PALAIS

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

Murat) and his wife, Empress
Josephine. The President’s
Apartments are today on the
first floor.

Petit Palais ©

Av Winston Churchill 75008. Map 7
B1. Tel 01 53 43 40 00. m Champs-
Elysées-Clemenceau. [ ] 10am-6pm
Tue-Sun. {@) public hols. I3 I3 for

exhibitions. [3] [ &

Built for the Universal
Exhibition in 1900 to stage a
major display of French art,
this jewel of a building was
renovated in 2005 and houses
the Musée des Beaux-Arts de
la Ville de Paris. The architect,
Charles Girault, arranged the
palace around a semicircular

Exhibition space Iron supports
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Pont Alexandre Ill, built 1896-1900 for the Universal Exhibition

courtyard and garden, similar
in style to the Grand Palais.
Permanent exhibits, housed
on the Champs-Elysées side,
include the Dutuit Collection
of medieval and Renaissance
objets d’art, paintings, and
drawings; the Tuck Collection
of 18th-century furniture and
objets d’art; and the City of
Paris collection, with work by
Ingres, Delacroix, and Courbet,

Entrance to the Petit Palais

Great Hall

Glass cupola

and the landscape painters of
the Barbizon School. Tempor-
ary exhibitions are housed in
the Cours de la Reine wing.

Grand Palais @

Porte A, av Général Eisenhower
75008. Map 7 A1. Tel 01 44 13 17
17. [Y] Champs-Elysées-Clemenceau.
[ for temporary exhibitions only;
10am-8pm Wed-Mon. [@) 1 May, 25
Dec. 17 v A A & 8 [ Palais
de la Decouverte: av Franklin D.
Roosevelt 75008. Tel 01 56 43 20 21.
[X Franklin D. Roosevelt. [ ] 9:30am-
6pm Tue-Sat, 10am-7pm Sun & public
hols. 7 5 [F1 www.grandpalais.fr

Built at the same time as the
Petit Palais opposite, this
huge, glass-roofed palace has
a fine Classical facade adorned
with statuary and Art Nouveau
ironwork. Bronze flying horses
and chariots stand at the four
corners. The Great Hall and
the glass cupola can be
admired during the palace’s
superb exhibitions. On the
west side of the building,
with a separate entrance, the
Palais de la Découverte is

an imaginative child-oriented
science museum.

Pont Alexandre III @

75008. Map 7 A1. [l]] Champs-
Elysées-Clemenceau.

This is Paris’s prettiest

bridge, with exuberant Art
Nouveau decoration of gilt
and bronze lamps, cupids and
cherubs, nymphs, and winged
horses at either end. It was
built between 1896 and 1900
to commemorate the 1892
French-Russian alliance, and
in time for the Universal
Exhibition in 1900. Pont
Alexandre III was named
after Tsar Alexander IIT

(father of Nicholas 1D, who
laid the foundation stone in
October 1896.

The style of the bridge re-
flects that of the Grand Palais,
to which it leads on the Right
Bank. The construction of the
bridge is a marvel of 19th-
century engineering. It consists
of an 18-ft (6-m) high single-
span steel arch across the
Seine. The design was subject
to strict controls that prevent-
ed the bridge from obscuring
the view of the Champs-
Elysées or the Invalides, so
today you can still enjoy the
magnificent views from here.

Quadriga (chariot
and four horses)
by Récipon

1
K
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Musée d’Art
Moderne de la Ville
de Paris @

Palais du Tokyo, 11 av du Président-
Wilson 75016. Map 6 E1. Tel 07 53
6740 00. [ /éna, Alma-Marceau.
[ 70am-6pm Tue-Sun (until 10pm
Thu for temporary exhibitions).
Jan 1. 12} for temporary exhibitions.

A B ] www.mam.paris.fr

This museum covers trends in
20th-century art and is
located in the east wing of the
Palais de Tokyo. The Fauves
and Cubists are well rep-
resented here. Highlights
include Raoul Dufy’s gigantic
mural, The Spirit of Electricity

(created for the 1937 World
Fair), and Matisse’s The Dance
(1932). There is also a collec-
tion of Art Deco furniture.

Musée Galliera ©

10 ave Pierre 1er de Serbie 75116.
Map 6 D1. Tel 07 56 52 86 00.

[ /éna, Aima-Marceau. ] 10am-
6pm daily & 2-6pm some public hols,
but check as only open for
exhibitions. IZ Children’s room.
www.galliera.paris.fr

Devoted to the evolution of
fashion, this museum, also
known as the Musée de la
Mode et du Costume, is
housed in the Renaissance-style

palace built for the Duchesse
Maria de Ferrari Galliera in
1892. The collection includes
more than 100,000 outfits and
fashion accessories from the
18th century to the present
day. Donations have been
made by such fashionable
women as Baronne Hélene
de Rothschild and Princess
Grace of Monaco. Eminent
couturiers such as Balmain
and Balenciaga have donated
their designs to the museum.
Often extremely fragile, the
fashion exhibits are displayed
in rotation, usually in two
major exhibitions each year.
These shows can highlight a
particular couturier’s career or
explore a single theme.

Trocadéro fountains in front of the Palais de Chaillot

Musée Dapper @

35bis rue Paul-Valéry, 75016. Map 2
D5. Tel 01 45 00 91 75. m Victor-
Hugo. [ 11am- 7pm Wed-Mon. 12}
www.dapper.com/fr

A world-class ethnographic
research center, this is one of
France’s premier showcases of
African art and culture. Located
in an attractive building with
an “African” garden, it is a
treasure house of color and
powerful, evocative work from
the black nations. The focus
is on pre-colonial folk arts,
with sculpture, carvings, and
tribal work, but there is later
art, too. The highlight is tribal
masks, with a dazzling, extra-
ordinary array of richly carved
religious, ritual, and funerary
masks, as well as theatrical
ones used for comic, magical,
or symbolic performances.

Jardins du
Trocadéro ®

75016. Map 6 D2. [ Trocadéro.
Cinéaqua Tel 07 40 69 23 23.
[3 70am-8pm daily. 23

These beautiful gardens cover
25 acres (10 ha). Their
centerpiece is a long
rectangular ornamental pool,
bordered by stone and bronze-
gilt statues, which looks
spectacular at night when the
fountains are illuminated. The
statues include Woman by
Georges Braque and Horse by
Georges Lucien Guyot. On
either side of the pool, the
slopes of the Chaillot hill lead
gently down to the Seine and
the Pont d’'Iéna. Cinéaqua, the
hi-tech aquarium here, has
over 40 sharks and a petting
pool for children.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

Palais de Chaillot ®

Pl du Trocadéro 75016. Map 5 C2.
[ Trocadéro. Théatre National de
Chaillot Tel 07 53 65 30 00. Musée
de 'Homme Tel 07 44 05 72 72.
[] Wed-Mon. Musée de la Marine
Tel 01 53 65 69 69. [ ] Wed-Mon.
@ /an 1, May 1, Dec 25.

The Palais, with its huge,
curved colonnaded wings
each culminating in a vast
pavilion, has three museums
and a theater. Designed in
Neoclassical style for the 1937
Paris Exhibition by Azéma,
Louis-Auguste Boileau, and
Jacques Carlu, it is adorned
with sculptures and low
reliefs. On the walls of the
pavilions are gold inscriptions
that were written by the poet
and essayist, Paul Valéry. The
square (parvis) between the
two pavilions has bronze
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Musée National
des Arts Asiatiques
Guimet @

6 pl d'léna 75016. Map 6 D1.

Tel 071 56 52 53 00. [] léna.

[ 70am-6pm Wed-Mon. 123 [2]
B3 Panthéon Bouddhique, 19 av
d'léna. Tel 01 40 73 88 00.
www.guimet.fr

One of the world’s leading
museums of Asian art, the
Guimet has a fine collection
of Cambodian (Khmer) art.
It was set up in Lyon in 1879
by Emile Guimet, and then
moved to Paris in 1884. It
includes a comprehensive
Asian research center.

Buddha head from Musée Guimet

Cité de
I’Architecture et
du Patrimoine @

Palais de Chaillot, pl du Trocadéro
75016. Map 5 C2. Tel 01 58 51 52
00. [} Trocadéro. [ 11am-7pm
Wed-Mon (until 9pm Thu). 173 [2]
[ 1Y www.citechaillot.fr

This museum charts the
development of French archi-
tecture through the ages and
includes three-dimensional
models of great French cathe-
drals, such as Chartres (see
pp308-11). There is also a
reconstruction of a Le
Corbusier-designed apartment.

PALAIS DE CHAILLOT

Place du
Trocadéro

Musée de la
Marine

Musée de
I'Homme

Palais de Chaillot

Jardins du
Trocadéro

sculptures, ornamental pools,
and fountains. Steps lead
down from the terrace to the
Théatre National de Chaillot,
which has an experimental
approach to productions
covering all genres.

The Musée de 'Homme, in
the west wing, stages tempor-

- -
SEs NATIONS UNIESS

Yy

ary exhibitions tracing human
evolution through a series of
anthropological exhibits. The
museum is undergoing
extensive renovation. Next
door is the Musée de la

Théatre National de Chaillot

Trocadéro
Fountains

Marine, devoted to French
naval history and aspects of
the modern-day navy. The
east wing contains the Cité de
I'Architecture et du Patrimoine
(see above).
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Les Egouts ®

Opposite 93 quai d'Orsay 75007.
Map 6 F2. m 0153682781 (in
English). [Y] Aima-Marceau. []

11am—4pm (5pm in summer) Sat—

Wed. (@) last 3 wks Jan. 3 13 1

One of Baron Haussmann’s
finest achievements, the
majority of Paris’s sewers
(égouts) date from the Second
Empire. If laid end to end the
1,490 miles (2,400 km) of
sewers would stretch from
Paris to Istanbul. Tours of this
popular attraction have been
limited to a small area around
the quai d’Orsay entrance and
are now on foot. Visitors can
discover the mysteries of
underground Paris in the
sewer museum here. There are
also displays showing how the
machinery used in the sewers
has changed over the years.

Musée du Quai
Branly @

37 quai Branly. Map 6 E2. Tel 01
56 61 70 00. [Y]] Alma-Marceau. &
Pont-de-I'Alma. [ 11am-7pm Tue,
Wed, Sun, 11am-9pm Thu, fri, Sat.
IZ] free 1st Sun of month & for
18-25s after 6pm Sat. [l 1
Exhibitions, theater,

film, library.
www.quaibranly.fr

Built to give the

arts of Africa,

Asia, Oceania,

and the Americas

a platform as shin-
ing as that for
Western art in the
city, this museum
has a massive collec-
tion of more than
300,000 objects. It is particu-
larly strong on Africa, with
stone, wooden, and ivory
masks, as well as ceremonial
tools. The Jean Nouvel-
designed building, which is
raised on stilts, is a worth-
while sight in itself, while
the ingenious use of glass in
its construction allows the
surrounding greenery to act
as a natural backdrop.

Aztec mask

Eiffel Tower @

Seepl13.

J N N

, Musée
du Quai Branly

Original Art Nouveau doorway at
No. 29 avenue Rapp

No. 29 Avenue
Rapp @

75005. Map 6 E2. [} Pont-de-
I'Alma.

A prime example of Art
Nouveau architecture, No. 29
avenue Rapp won its
designer, Jules Lavirotte, first
prize at the Concours des
Facades de la Ville de Paris in
1901. Its ceramics and
brickwork are decorated with
animal and flower motifs
intermingling with female
figures. These are super-
imposed on a multi-
colored sandstone
base to produce a
facade that is
deliberately erotic,
and was certainly
subversive in its
day. Also worth
visiting nearby is
Lavirotte’s building,
complete with watch-
tower, which can be
found in the square Rapp.

Champ-de-Mars @

75007. Map 6 E3. [J] Ecole-Militaire.
[ Champ-de-Mars-Tour-Eiffel.

The vast gardens stretching
from the Eiffel Tower to the
Ecole Militaire (Military
School) were originally a
parade ground for young
officer cadets. The area has
since been used for horse-
racing, balloon ascents, and
mass ceremonies to celebrate

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

the anniversary of the
Revolution on July 14th. The
first ceremony was held in
1790 in the presence of a
glum captive, Louis XVI.
Mammoth exhibitions were
held here in the late 19th
century, among them the
1889 World Fair for which the
Eiffel Tower was erected.

Ecole Militaire ®

1 pl Joffre 75007. Map 6 F4.

[M Ecole-Militaire. Visits by special
permission only — contact the
Commandant in writing.

The Royal Military Academy
of Louis XV was founded in
1751 to educate 500 sons of
impoverished officers. Louis
XV and Madame de
Pompadour commissioned
architect Jacques-Ange
Gabriel to design a building
that would rival Louis XIV’s
Hotel des Invalides. Financing
the building became a
problem so a lottery was
authorized and a tax was
raised on playing-cards. One
of the main features is the
central pavilion — a magnifi-
cent example of the French
Classical style, with ten
Corinthian columns and a
quadrangular dome. Four
figures adorn the entablature
frieze, symbolizing France,
Victory, Force, and Peace.
An early cadet at the
academy was Napoleon,
whose final report stated that
“he could go far if the cir-
cumstances are right.”

A

A 1751 engraving showing the
planning of the Ecole Militaire
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Eiffel Tower @ A, VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

Built for the Universal Champ-de-Mars-Tour Eiffel, 75007
Exhibition of 1889, and to Map 6 D3. Tel 0144 11 23 23.
commemorate the centennial ] 8ir Hakeim. 2 42, 69, 72, &2,
of the Revolution, the 1,063 giﬁai'a'%iﬁ/g;‘efmmczgf'
ft (324 m) Eiffel Tower (Tour ¢ mid-Jun: 9:30am—11:450m daily;
Eiffel) was meant to be a Vg mid-lun-Aug: 9am-12:45am. 12}
temporary addition to Paris’s . [3 [ 1 I www.tour-eiffel.fr
skyline. Designed by Gustave
Eiffel, it was fiercely decried
by 19th-century aesthetes. It :
stood as the world’s tallest ; The third level, 905 ft (276 m)
Eiffel Tower building until 1931, when above the grounq, can hold
seen from the  New York’s Empire State 800 people at a time.
Trocadéro T8
Building was completed.

DARING FEATS Q

The tower has always
inspired crazy stunts.
In 1912, Reichelt, a
Parisian tailor,
attempted to fly from
the parapet with only a
cape for wings. He
plunged to his death in
front of a large crowd.

- [ -
% Viewing Gallery
On a clear day it is possible
to see for 45 miles (72 km),
including a distant view of

Chartres Cathedral.

Stuntman Reichelt

R e S E Y

The double-decker elevators have a
limited capacity, and during the tourist
season there can be long waits.
Waiting in line for the elevators requires
patience and a good head for heights.

P S

—

STAR FEATURES
* Eiffel Bust

* Viewing Gallery

K O S TS T o Ty

The second level is at 376 ft
(115 m), separated from the
first level by 359 steps or a
few minutes in the elevator.

Jules Verne restaurant
is rated highly in Paris,
offering not only superb

Cineiffel
This small audio-visual museum

shows bistorical film footage of : food but a breathtaking
the tower. | : panoramic view.

Py — J

% Eiffel Bust . : | X The first level,
The achievement of 187 ft (57 m)
Eiffel (1832-1923) 7] 5 high, can be

was honored by I/z::g?zc: g;f ;166(;
Antoine

Bourdelle, / g [ steps. There is
. . g a post office

who placed  J j_ﬂ \ ‘ e

this bust . 1

under the ! %

tower in "g
1920, Jlde i} ia
/ \AS

(70
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Musée de I’Armée

Musée de I'Ordre

Déme
de la Libération

Church

UNESCO @

7 pl de Fontenoy 75007. Map 6 F5.
[ 07 45 68 10 60 (in English).

[X Ségur, Cambronne. [ for guided
tours only: 3pm Mon (French), 3pm
Wed (English). [@) public hols. B 3
[ [ www.unesco.org

This is the headquarters
of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization
(UNESCO). Its aim is to
contribute to international
peace through education,
science, and culture.
UNESCO is a treasure-trove
of modern art, including an
enormous mural by Picasso,
beautiful ceramics by Joan
Mir6 and sculptures by Henry
Moore. Outside, there is a
peaceful Japanese garden by
Nogushi. Exhibitions and
movies are also held here.

Hétel des Invalides

Cour d’Honneur

St-Louis-des-

" Musée des
Invalides

Plans-Reliefs

Hotel des
Invalides @

75007. Map 7 A3. Tel 07 44 42 38
77. [M] Latour-Maubourg, Invalides,
Varenne. ] 10am-6pm (5pm winter)
daily. |@) Jan 1, May 1, Nov 1, Dec 25.
I3 (call to reserve on 01 44 42 37 72).
www.invalides.org

This imposing building, from
which the area takes its name,
was commissioned by Louis
XIV in 1670 for his wounded
and homeless veterans.

Designed by Libéral Bruand,
it was completed in 1676 by
Jules Hardouin-Mansart. He
later incorporated the Dome
Church, with its golden roof,
which was built as Louis XIV’s
private chapel. Nearly 6,000
soldiers once lived here. Today
there are fewer than 100.

The harmonious Classical
facade is one of the most
impressive sights in Paris. The
building houses the Musée de
I'Armée and the Musée de
I'Ordre de la Libération. This
was set up to honor feats of
heroism during World War 1T
under the leadership of Charles
de Gaulle. The story is told
using film, photographs, and
mementos. The Musée des
Plans-Reliefs also houses a
large collection of military
models of French forts.

Musée de
I'Armée @

Hotel des Invalides 75007. Map 7 A3.
Tel 08 10 11 33 99. [ Varenne,
Latour-Maubourg, Invalides.

[ 10am-6pm (5pm Oct-Mar) daily;
some sections may be closed during
renovations in 2009. 1st Mon of
month, Jan 1, May 1, Nov 1, Dec 25.

pEEaEEn

This is one of the most
comprehensive museums of
military history in the world.
It is housed in two galleries,
situated on either side of the
magnificent courtyard of the
Hotel des Invalides and in the
newly opened “Priests’ Wing”
with the World War II galleries.
A major exhibit recalls the
victories and defeats of France
through history, dedicated
mainly to the Napoleonic
era. The emperor’s death mask
and stuffed horse, Vizier, are
on display. Other exhibits incl-
ude Francois I's ivory hunting
horns, Oriental arms from
Japan, and a model of the
1944 Normandy landing.

4

The facade of the Musée de I’Armée

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6
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Altar of St-Louis-des-Invalides with
banners seized in battle

St-Louis-des-
Invalides ®

Hatel des Invalides 75007. Map 7 A3.
m Invalides, Latour-Maubourg, Var-
enne. Tel 01 44 42 37 65. [ 10am-
5:30pm (4:30pm winter) daily.

Also known as the “soldiers’
church,” this is the chapel of
the Hotel des Invalides. It
was built from 1679 to 1708
by Jules Hardouin-Mansart,
according to Bruand’s design.
The stark, Classical interior is
well-proportioned, designed
in the shape of a Greek cross.
There is a fine 17th-century
organ, built by Alexandre
Thierry, on which the first
performance of Berlioz’s
Requiem was given on
December 5, 1837, with more
than 200 musicians and
choristers participating.

DOme Church @

Hotel des Invalides, 129 rue de
Grenelle, 75007. Map 7 A3. Tel 01
44 42 38 77. [} Latour-Maubourg,
Varenne, Invalides. 5 28, 63, 69,
80, 82, 83, 87, 92, 93 to Les
Invalides. [ Invalides. [3] Tour Eiffel.
D Oct-Mar: 10am-5pm, Apr-Sep:
10am-5pm daily (mid-Jun-mid-Sep:
to 7pm). 1st Mon of month, Jan
1, May 1, Jun 17, Nov 1, Dec 25. 2]

Bl er@ABR0O

Jules Hardouin-Mansart was
asked in 1676 by the Sun
King, Louis XIV, to build the
Doéme Church to complement

the existing buildings of the
Invalides military refuge,
designed by Libéral Bruand.
The Dome was to be reserved
for the exclusive use of the
Sun King and as the location
of royal tombs.

The resulting masterpiece
is one of the greatest examples
of 17th-century French archi-
tecture, the period known as
the grand siecle. After Louis
XIV’s death, plans to bury the
royal family in the church
were abandoned.

The main attraction is the
tomb of Napoleon; 20 years
after his death on the island
of St. Helena, his body was
returned to France and
installed in this magnificent
crypt, encased in six coffins in a
vast red porphyry sarcophagus.

Déme Church with cupola, first
gilded in 1715

Musée Rodin ®

79 rue de Varenne 75007. Map 7 B3.
Tel 01 44 18 61 10. [N Varenne.

[ 9:30am-5:45pm (4:45pm winter)
Tue-Sun, garden 1 hr later (5pm win-
ter). [@) Jan 1, May 1, Dec 25. 123
restricted. B 1

www.musee-rodin.fr

Auguste Rodin (1840-1917),
regarded as one of the
greatest French sculptors,
lived and worked in the
Hotel Biron, an elegant
18th-century mansion,
from 1908 until his
death. In return for a
state-owned apartment
and studio, Rodin left
his work to the nation,
and it is now
exhibited here.

Rodin’s The Thinker
in museum garden

Some of his most celebrated
sculptures are on display in
the garden: The Burghers of
Calais, The Thinker, The Gates
of Hell (see p120), and Balzac.
The indoor exhibits are
arranged in chronological
order, spanning the whole
of Rodin’s career. Highlights
include 7he Kiss and Eve.

Sainte-Clotilde ®

12 rue de Martignac 75007.
Map 7 B3. m 01441862 60.
[M Solférino, Varenne, Invalides.
[ 9am-7:30pm Mon-~Fri, 10am-
8pm Sat, Sun. [@) non-religious

public hols. Concerts

Designed by the German-
born architect Franz Christian
Gau and built in 1846-56,
this Neo-Gothic church was
inspired by the 19th-century
enthusiasm for the Middle
Ages, popularized by such
writers as Victor Hugo.

Inside are wall paintings by
James Pradier and stained-
glass windows with scenes
relating to the patron saint of
the church. The composer
César Franck was organist
here from 1858 to 1890.

Musée Maillol @

61 rue de Grenelle 75007.

Map 7 C4. Tel 01 42 22 59 58.

[ Rue du Bac, Sévres-Babylone.

[ 77am-6pm Wed-Mon (last entry
5:15pm). (@) publ hols. [ B 1

www.museemaillol.com

This museum was created by
Dina Vierny, muse to Aristide
Maillol. His work is here in all
its forms: drawings, engrav-
ings, paintings, sculpture, and
decorative
objects. Also
displayed is
Dina Vierny’s
private collec-
tion of naive art,
works by Mat-
isse, Dufy,
Picasso, and
Rodin, and top
temporary exhibi-
tions. Allegorical fig-
ures of the city of
Paris and the four sea-
sons adorn Bouchard-
on’s fountain outside.
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ILE DE FRANCE

he Left Bank has long been asso-

ciated with poets, philosophers,

artists, and radical thinkers of
all kinds. It still has its share of bohe-
mian street life and sidewalk cafés,
but the fashionable set has moved
in, patronizing Yves St-Laurent
and the exclusive interior
design stores in rue Jacob.

The Latin Quarter is the
ancient area lying between
the Seine and Luxembourg
Gardens, and is today filled
with bookstores, art galleries,
and cafés. The boulevard St-
Michel, bordering the Latin quarter
and St-Germain-des-Prés, has slowly
given way to commerce, and is full of

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Clock in the

THE LEFT BANK

fast-food outlets and cheap stores. The
surrounding maze of narrow, cobbled
streets has retained its character, with
ethnic stores and avant-garde theaters
dominated by the facade of the
Sorbonne, France’s first
university, built in 1253.
Many Parisians dream of
living near the Luxembourg
Gardens, a quiet area with
charming old streets, gate-
ways, and elaborate gardens

full of paths, lawns, and tree-
lined avenues. Students come

Musée d'O
useedOAY here to chat, and on warm days

old men still meet underneath the
chestnut trees to play chess or the
traditional French game of boules.

Churches

Panthéon @
St-Etienne-du-Mont @
St-Germain-des-Prés @
St-Julien-le-Pauvre @
St-Séverin @

/ Jrontdela

Concorde

GETTING THERE

This area is served by
metro stations at St-
Germain-des-Prés, St-
Michel, and St-Sulpice,
among others, with RER
stations at Musée d’Orsay
and Luxembourg. Bus
routes 63 and 87 serve boul-
evard St-Germain; route 38
serves boulevard St-Michel.

KEY
[T Street by Street map pp118-19

[ Street by Street map pp124-5

[7] Street by Street map pp126-7

Metro station
[ RER station
[T Batobus boarding point

St-Sulpice @
Val-de-Grice @

Museums and Galleries
Musée de Cluny @

Musée Eugene Delacroix @
Musée d’Orsay pp120-1 @

Fountains
Fontaine de 'Observatoire @

Historic Buildings

and Streets

Boulevard St-Germain @

Ecole Nationale Supérieure
des Beaux Arts @

Palais du Luxembourg @

Quai Voltaire @

Rue de 'Odéon @

La Sorbonne @

Pont st

‘%41‘ s toenets

e RACNE

< Jardin du Luxembourg with Panthéon

St Michel , ,
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Street by Street: St-Germain-des-Prés

After World War II, St-Germain
des-Prés became synonymous
with intellectual life centered on
bars and cafés. Philosophers,

writers, actors, and musicians mingled
in the cellar nightspots and brasseries,
where existentialist philosophy co-
existed with American jazz. The
area is now more stylish than X : =
in the heyday of Jean-Paul Sartre ~ Les Deux Magots became a focus
and Simone de Beauvoir, the of bohemian and l?terary activity
Organ grinderin  enigmatic singer Juliette Greco, in the 1920s.
StGermain  ynd the New Wave film-makers.
However, the writers are still around, enjoying
the pleasures of sitting in Les Deux Magots, Café
de Flore, and other haunts. The 17th-century
buildings have survived, but signs of change
are evident in the affluent shops dealing in
antiques, books, and fashion.

Café de Flore, the
former favorite haunt of
Jean-Paul Sartre,
Simone de Beauvoir,
and other French
intellectuals, still

has a classic Art

Deco interior.

Metro St-Germain-
des-Prés

Brasserie Lipp, decorated
with colorful ceramics,

is a renowned brasserie
frequented by politicians.

* Boulevard St-Germain
* St-Germain-des-Prés & Café terraces, boutiques, movie
The philosopher René Descarles [ E theaters, restaurants, and bookstores
is among the notables buried =] \| characterize the central section of
bere in Paris’s oldest church @ the Left Bank’s main street @

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6
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THE LEFT BANK

TUILERIES
Sonn

&g,

THE LEFT BANK

STAR SIGHTS
* St-Germain-des-Prés

ILE DE LA CITE,
MARAIS AND
BEAUBOURG

* Boulevard St-Germain

* Musée Delacroix

KEY

== == == Suggested route

LOCATOR MAP
See Street Finder maps 7, 8

% Musée Delacroix

The home of the Romantic
painter Eugene Delacroix
(1798-1863) is now a
museum devoted to bis art @

Palais Abbatial was the
residence of abbots from
1586 until the 1789
Revolution. Rue de Buci was for centuries
an important street and the site
of some Real
Tennis courts.
It now holds a
lively market.

RUE MABILLON

1
1
S AAtRER ERRR RRARTARE J-q‘at

i Bl
L0 1 R v
Metro Mabillon

0 meters

0 yards

Musée d’Orsay @

See pp120-1.

Boulevard
St-Germain @
75006, 75007. Map 8 D4. m

Solférino, Rue du Bac, St-Germain-
des-Prés, Mabillon, Odéon.

The Left Bank’s most
celebrated thoroughfare
curves across three districts
from the Ile St-Louis to the
Pont de la Concorde. The
architecture is homogeneous
because the boulevard was
another of Baron Hauss-
mann’s bold strokes of 19th-
century urban planning, but
it encompasses a wide range
of different lifestyles from
bohemian to bourgeois.
Starting from the east, it
passes Musée de Cluny and
the Sorbonne. It is most lively
from boulevard St-Michel
to St-Germain-des-Prés,
with its café culture.

Quai Voltaire @

75006, 75007. Map 8 D3.
[ Rue du Bac.

The quai Voltaire is now
home to some of the most
important antiques dealers in
Paris. Many famous people
have lived in the attractive
18th-century houses, among
others Voltaire at No. 27 and
Richard Wagner, Jean Sibelius,
and Oscar Wilde at No. 19.

Plaque marking the house in quai
Voltaire where Voltaire died in 1778
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Musée d’Orsay ©

In 1980, 47 years after it had closed as a major train
station, Victor Laloux’s turn-of-the-century building
reopened as the Musée d’Orsay. Built as the Orléans
railroad terminus in the heart of Paris, it narrowly avoided
demolition in the 1970s. In the conversion to a museum
* much of the original architecture was retained.
. The museum presents the rich diversity of
visual arts from 1848 to 1914 and explains
the social and technological context in
which they were created. Exhibits include
paintings, sculptures, furniture, and
decorative objects. The museum also has
) a program of classical music concerts
Yon o DaneereT that take place some lunch-
Fourteen (1881)  times and evenings in
by Edgar Degas  the auditorium.

The Gates of Hell (1880-1917)
Rodin included figures that he

had already created, such as . .
The Thinker and The Kiss, in ."\. B
this famous gateway. SN

Dancing at the Moulin de la

Galette (1876)

Renoir painted this picture The Dance (186 7-8)

outside to capture the light Carpeaux’s dynamic

as it filtered through the trees. sculpture caused a

scandal when it was

Sfirst unveiled in 1869.

KEY TO FLOOR PLAN

|| Architecture & Decorative Arts |1 Naturalism and Symbolism

|| Sculpture || Art Nouveau

[ Painting before 1870 B Temporary exhibitions

|71 Impressionism Nonexhibition space

[} Neo-Impressionism

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6
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Doctor Paul Gachet (1890)
This portrait by Van Gogh is
one of three and was painted
the same year the artist died.

VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

Quai Anatole France, 75007.
Map 8 D2. Tel 07 40 49 48 14.
[ Solférino. B 24, 68, 69, 84 to
quai A. France; 73 to rue de la

GALLERY GUIDE

Ground floor

Store entrance

Entrance

The ground floor bas works

Sfrom the mid- to late 19th

century. The middle level
. features Art Nouveau
decorative art and late
19th- to early 20th-
century paintings
and sculptures.
The upper level bas
Impressionist and
Neo-Impressionist art.

Légion d’Honneur; 63, 83, 84, 94
to bd St-Germain. [ 173
Musée d'Orsay. ﬁ Quai A. France.
[ 9:30am-6pm Tue-Sun (9:45pm
Thu; last entry 1 hr before closing).
Jan 1, May 1, Dec 25.
ZEEEEN

Concerts phone 01 40 49 47 50.
www.musee-orsay.fr

EXPLORING THE
MUSEE D’ORSAY

Many of the paintings in
the Musée d’Orsay came
from the Louvre and the
Impressionist collection
once in the Jeu de Paume.
Paintings from before 1870
are on the ground floor,
presided over by Thomas
Couture’s massive Romans
of the Decadence. Neo-
classical masterpieces, like
Ingres’s La Source, hang
near Romantic works like
Delacroix’s turbulent 7iger
Hunt. These exotic visions
contrast with Realist works
by artists like Courbet and
early canvases by Degas and
Manet, including the latter’s
famous Olympia.

The museum’s central
aisle overflows with sculpture,
from Daumier’s satirical busts
of members of parliament to
Carpeaux’s exuberant 7he
Dance and Rodin’s The
Gates of Hell. Decorative
arts and architecture are on
the middle level, where
there is also a display of Art
Nouveau — sinuous lines

Le Déjeuner sur I'Herbe (1863) by Edouard Manet

Blue Waterlilies (1919)
by Claude Monet

characterize Lalique’s
jewelry and glassware and
the designs of Hector
Guimard, who produced the
characteristic curvy entrances
of the Paris metro.

Among the many high-
lights of the Impressionist
rooms on the upper level
are Monet's Rouen Cathedral
series (see p267) and Renoir’s
joyful Moulin de la Galette.
The Post-Impressionist
collection includes the Eglise
d’Auvers by Van Gogh and
works by Cézanne, Seurat’s
pointillist compositions such
as Le Cirque, Gauguin’s
highly colored Symbolist
works, Toulouse-Lautrec’s
depictions of
Parisian
women and
nightlife, and
Rousseau’s
charmingly
naive dream
world. Among
the highlights
of the post-
1900 display
is Matisse’s
Luxe, Calme
et Volupte.
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Musée de Cluny ©

The facade of the Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Beaux Arts

Ecole Nationale
Supérieure des
Beaux Arts @

14 rue Bonaparte 75006. Map 8 E3.
Tel 01 47 03 50 00. [ St-Germain-
des-Prés. [] groups by appt only
(0147 03 50 00 to reserve). 13
Library www.ensba.fr

The main French school of
fine arts has an enviable
position at the corner of the
rue Bonaparte and the river-
side quai Malaquais. It is
housed in several buildings,
the most imposing being the
19th-century Palais des Etudes.
A host of budding French and
foreign painters and architects
have crossed the courtyard,
which contains a 17th-century
chapel, to learn in the ateliers
of the school. Many American
architects have studied here
over the past century.

St-Germain-des-
Prés @

3 pl St-Germain-des-Prés 75006.
Map 8 E4. Tel 07 55 42 81 33.

[ St-Germain-des-Prés. [ ] 8am-
7pm daily. Concerts 8pm Tue, Thu.

This is the oldest church in
Paris, originating in 542 as a
basilica to house holy relics.
It became an immensely
powerful Benedictine abbey,
rebuilt in the 11th century, but
most of it was destroyed by
fire in 1794. Major restoration
took place in the 19th century.
One of the three original
towers survives, housing one
of the oldest belfries in France.
The interior of the church is
an interesting mix of architec-
tural styles, with 6th-century
marble columns, Gothic
vaulting, and Romanesque
arches. Famous tombs include
that of 17th-century philoso-
pher René Descartes.

Musée Eugene
Delacroix @

6 rue de Firstenberg 75006. Map 8 E4.
Tel 01 44 41 86 50. [J]] St-Germain-cles-
Prés. [[] 9.30am-5pm Wed-Mon.

Jan 1, May 1, Dec 25. 23 [5] F1
www.musee-delacroix.fr

The leading nonconformist
Romantic painter Eugéne
Delacroix lived and worked
here from 1857 until his death
in 1863. Here he painted 7he
Entombment of Christ and The
Way to Calvary (which now
hang in the museum). He also
created superb murals for the
Chapel of the Holy Angels in
the nearby St-Sulpice church.

The apartment and garden
studio has a portrait of George
Sand, Delacroix self-portraits,
and sketches.

- -
Jacob Wrestling with the Angel by
Delacroix, in St-Sulpice (see p127)

Rue de 'Odéon @

75006. Map 8 F5. [J]] Odéon.

Opened in 1779 to improve
access to the Odéon theater,
this was the first street in Paris
to have sidewalks with
gutters and it still has many
18th-century houses.

Sylvia Beach’s bookstore,
the original Shakespeare &
Company, stood at No. 12 from
1921 to 1940. It was a magnet
for writers like James Joyce,
Ezra Pound, and Hemingway.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

6 pl Paul-Painlevé. Map 9 AS5.
Tel 015373 78 16. m St-Michel,
Odéon, Cluny. [J St-Michel.

[ 9:15am- 5:45pm Wed-Mon.
1Jan, 1 May, 25 Dec.

173 [3] ] Concerts.

www.musee-moyenage.fr

The museum (officially the
Musée National du Moyen
Age) is a unique combination

Stone heads of the Kings of Judah
carved around 1220

St-Séverin @

1 rue-des-Prétres-St-Séverin 75005.
Map 9 Ad. Tel 07 42 34 93 50. []]
St-Michel. [ 11am-7:30pm daily. [

St-Séverin, one of the most
beautiful churches in Paris, is
named after a 6th-century
hermit who lived in the area.
It is a perfect example of the
Flamboyant Gothic style.
Construction finished

in the early 16th century

and included a remarkable
double aisle encircling the
chancel. In the garden stands
the church’s medieval gable-
roofed charnel house.

Gargoyles adorning the gables of
the Flamboyant Gothic St-Séverin
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The School woodcarving (English, early 16th century)

of Gallo-Roman ruins,
incorporated into a medieval
mansion (in newly created
medieval gardens), and one
of the world’s finest collections
of medieval art and crafts.

Its name comes from Pierre
de Chalus, Abbot of Cluny,
who bought the ruins in
1330. The present building
dates from 1485-98. Among
the star exhibits are the tapes-

tries, remarkable for their
quality, age and state of pres-
ervation. The highlight of the
sculpture section is the
Gallery of the Kings, while
one of Cluny’s most precious
items, the Golden Rose of
Basel from 1330, is found in
the collection of jewelry and
metalwork. Other treasures
include stained glass, wood-
carvings, and books of hours.

LADY WITH THE
UNICORN TAPESTRIES

These six outstanding tap-
estries are fine examples
of the millefleurs style.
Developed in the 15th and
early 16th centuries, the
style is noted for its grace-
ful depiction of animals
and people and its fresh
and harmonious colors.

The poetic elegance of a
unicorn on the sixth tapestry

St-Julien-le-
Pauvre @

1 rue St-Julien-le-Pauvre 75005. Map 9
A4. Tel 0143 5452 16. m St-Michel.
[ 9:30am~1:30pm, 3-6pm daily.
K3 72:15pm Tue-Sat. Concerts

The church is one of the
oldest in Paris, dating from
between 1165 and 1220. The
university held its official
meetings in the church until
1524, when a student protest
created so much damage that
university meetings were
barred from the church by
parliament. It has belonged to
the Melchite sect of the Greek
Orthodox Church since 1889,
and is now the setting for
classical and religious concerts.

La Sorbonne @

47 rue des Ecoles 75005. Map 9 A5.
Tel 01 4046 22 11. m Cluny-La
Sorbonne, Maubert-Mutualité. [ only
by appt. Write to Service des Visites.

The Sorbonne, seat of the
University of Paris until 1969,
was established in 1253 by
Robert de Sorbon, confessor
to Louis IX, for 16 poor
scholars to study theology.
From these modest origins,

the college became the center
of scholastic theology. In
1469, three printing machines
were brought from Mainz,
and the first printing house

in France was founded. The
college’s opposition to liberal
18th-century philosophical
ideas led to its suppression
during the Revolution. It

was re-established by
Napoleon in 1806, and
the 17th-century build-
ings replaced. In 1969
the Sorbonne split into
13 separate univer-
sities, but the
building still holds
some lectures.

ST-ETIENNE-
DU-MONT

16th-century
belfry tower

Rood
screen

St-Etienne-
du-Mont @

Pl Ste-Geneviéve 75005. Map 13
Al. Tel 01 43 54 11 79. [] Cardinal
Lemoine. [ ] noon-7:30pm Mon,
8:45am-7:30pm Tue-Sun (closed
lunchtime Sat & Sun). [@] Mon in
Jul-Aug. [B1 ]
This remarkable church
houses the shrine of Saint
Genevieve, the legendary
patron saint of Paris, and the
remains of the great literary
figures Racine and Pascal.
Some parts of the
building are Gothic,
others Renaissance,
including the eye-
24 catching rood
screen.

Medieval
window
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Street by Street: Latin Quarter

Since the Middle Ages this
riverside quarter has been
dominated by the Sorbonne,
and acquired its name from
the early Latin-speaking
students. It dates back to the
Roman town across from the Ile
de la Cité; at that time the rue
St-Jacques was one of the main
roads out of Paris. The area is
generally associated with artists,
intellectuals, and a bohemian way
of life; it also has a history of political
unrest. In 1871, the place St-
Michel became the center of the
Latin  Paris Commune, and in May 1968
jazz it was a site of student uprisings.
Today the eastern half has
become sufficiently chic, however, to
house members of the Establishment.

Boul'Mich as it is affectionately
known by locals, is a lively
mélange of cafés, book, and
clothes stores, with night-
clubs and experimental

movie theaters nearby.

Metro Cluny
La Sorbonne

0 meters

0 yards

* St-Séverin
Begun in the 13th
century, this
church took three
centuries to build
and is a fine
example of the
Flamboyant
Gothic style @

Metro St-Michel

* Musée de Cluny

One of the finest collections
of medieval art in the world
is kept bere in a superb late

15th-century building,
incorporating the ruins of
Gallo-Roman baths @

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

KEY

- - == Suggested route
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See Street Finder maps 8, 9, 12, 13

I,
% St-Julien-le-Pauvre
Rebuilt in the 17th century,

Mutualité

STAR SIGHTS
* Musée de Cluny

* St-Séverin

% St-Julien-le-Pauvre

Panthéon ®

Pl du Panthéon 75005. Map 13 A1.
Tel 01 44 32 18 00. m Maubert-
Mutualité, Cardinal-Lemoine.

RER Luxembourg. [} Apr-Sep:
10am-6:30pm daily; Oct-Mar:
10am-6pm daily. |@)] Jan 1, May 1,
Dec 25. 77 [3] P4 http://.panthe-
on.monuments-nationaux.fr

When Louis XV recovered
from illness in 1744, he was so
grateful that he conceived

a magnificent church to
honor Saint Genevieve, the
patron saint of Paris. The
French architect Jacques-
Germain Soufflot planned the
church in Neoclassical

style. Work began in 1764
and was completed in 1790

The Panthéon Interior
The interior bhas four
aisles arranged in the
shape of a Greek cross,

[from the center of which

the great dome rises.

Entrance

under the control of
Guillaume Rondelet. But with
the Revolution underway, the
church was soon turned into
a pantheon — a monument
housing the tombs of France’s
great heroes. Napoleon
returned it to the Church in
18006, but it was secularized
and then desecularized once
more before finally being
made a civic building in 1885.
The fagade, inspired by the
Rome Pantheon, has a pedi-
ment relief depicting the
mother country granting lau-
rels to her great men. Those
resting here include Voltaire,
Rousseau, and Zola, and the
ashes of Pierre and Marie
Curie, and André
Malraux. 2

Iron-

Framed

Dome

The fresco

in the dome’s

stone cupola represents
the Glorification of Sainte
Genevieve, commissioned
by Napoleon in 1811.

The dome lantern

The dome
galleries

Under the building, the vast crypt
divides into galleries flanked by
Doric columns. Many French
notables rest bere, including
Voltaire and Emile Zola.
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Street by Street: Luxembourg Quarter

Situated only a few steps from the bustle of St-
Germain-des-Prés, this graceful and historic area offers
a peaceful haven in the heart of a modern city. The
Jardin du Luxembourg and Palais du Luxembourg
dominate the surroundings. The gardens became fully
open to the public in the 19th century under the
ownership of the Comte de Provence (later to become
Louis XVIID, when for a small fee visitors could come
in and feast on fruit from the orchard. Today the
gardens, palace, and old To St-Germain-des-Prés
houses on the streets

to the north remain

unspoiled and attract

many visitors.

% St-Sulpice

This buge Classical
church, by six
different architects,
took more than a
century to build @

Jardins du Luxembourg is a
popular garden where people
come to relax, sunbathe, sail
boats in the pond, or admire

the many beautiful statues
erected in the 19th century. #88

0 meters

* Palais du Luxembourg
First built as a royal resi-

dence, the palace has been

used for various purposes

[from prison to Luftwaffe KEY
beadquarters. This garden
Jacade was added in 1841@ T T SN s

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

STAR SIGHTS
% St-Sulpice

* Palais du
Luxembourg

Place St-Sulpice, ringed by
flowering chestnut trees, was
begun in 1754.

o
<
m
(5]
m
=
2 3
<
L
z
o &

N Z




THE LEFT BANK

OPERA
Ung
INVALDES N

ILE DE LA CITE,
MARAIS AND
BEAUBOURG

~—
N

THE LEFT BANK %,

LOCATOR MAP
See Street Finder maps 8, 12, 13

Fontaine de Médicis is a 17th-
century fountain in the style of
an Italian grotto. It is thought to
have been designed by
Salomon de Brosse.

% \Saint Geneviéve, patron
saint of Paris, whose prayers
saved Paris from the Huns in AD
451, is honored by this statue

by Michel-Louis Victor in 1845.

Palais du
Luxembourg ®

15 rue de Vaugirard 75006. Map 8
E5. Tel 07 44 54 19 49. m Odéon.
(& Luxembourg. [P groups: Mon, Fri,
Sat (apply 3 months in advance); indi-
viduals: one Sat per month. Tel 01 44
54 1949. g www.senat.fr Museum
[ daily during exhibitions. 12}
www.museeduluxembourg.fr

Now the home of the French
Senate, this palace was built
to remind Marie de’ Médici,
widow of Henri IV, of her
native Florence. It was
designed by Salomon de
Brosse in the style of Florence’s
Pitti Palace. By the time it was
finished (1631) she had been
banished from Paris, but it
remained a royal palace until
the Revolution. In World War
1I it became the Luftwaffe head-
quarters. The Musée du Luxem-
bourg in the east gallery hosts
world-class art exhibitions.

St-Sulpice ®

Pl St-Sulpice 75006. Map 8 ES. Tel
0142 34 59 98. [ St-Sulpice. [ ]
7:30am~7:30pm daily. [3] Concerts

This huge and imposing
church was started in 1646
and took more than a century
to finish. The result is a sim-
ple facade with two tiers of
elegant columns and two
mismatched towers at the
ends. Large arched windows
fill the vast interior with light.

In the side chapel to the
right are murals by Eugene
Delacroix, including Jacob
Wrestling with the Angel (see
p122) and Heliodorus Driven
Sfrom the Temple.

L

The Classical two-story west front
of St-Sulpice with its two towers

Carpeaux’s fountain sculpture

Fontaine de
I’Observatoire @

Pl Ernest Denis, av de
|'Observatoire 7500. Map 12 E2.
(& Port Royal.

Situated at the southern tip
of the Jardin du Luxem-
bourg, this is one of the finest
fountains in Paris. The central
sculpture, by Jean-Baptiste
Carpeaux, was erected in
1873. Made of bronze, it has
four women holding aloft a
globe representing six conti-
nents — the seventh, Australia,
was left out for reasons of
symmetry. There are some
subsidiary figures, including
dolphins, horses, and a turtle.

Val-de-Grace @

1 pl Alphonse-Laveran 75005.

Map 12 F2. Tel 01 40 51 51 92.

[M Gobelins. [ Port Royal. [ ] noon-
6pm Tue, Wed, Sat, Sun. [@] Aug. [
IZ] except for nave.

This is one of the most beau-
tiful churches in France, and
forms part of a military hos-
pital complex. Built for Anne
of Austria (wife of Louis XIII)
in gratitude for the birth of
her son, young Louis XIV him-
self laid the first stone in 1645.
The church is noted for its
dome. In the cupola is Pierre
Mignard’s enormous fresco,
with over 200 triple-life-sized
figures. The six huge marble
columns framing the altar are
similar to St. Peter’s in Rome.
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FARTHER AFIELD

any of Paris’s famous sights
are slightly out of the city cen-
ter. Montmartre, long a mecca
for artists and writers, still retains
much of its bohemian atmosphere,
and Montparnasse is full of bustling
cafés and theater crowds. The famous
Cimetiere du Pere Lachaise numbers
Chopin, Oscar Wilde, and Jim Morrison

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

among its dead, and, along with the
parks and gardens, provides a tran-
quil escape from sightseeing. Modern
architecture can be seen at Fondation
Le Corbusier and La Défense, and
there is a huge selection of museums
to visit. To the northeast, the science
museum at La Villette provides an
educational family day out.

Museums and Galleries

Musée Marmottan
Claude Monet @
Musée du Cristal de
Baccarat @
Musée Gustave Moreau @
Cité Nationale de I'Histoire de
I'Tmmigration @

Jardin des Plantes @
Parc André Citroén @

Cemeteries

Cimetiere de Montmartre @
Cimetiere du Pere Lachaise @
Cimetiere du Montparnasse @

Historic Districts

Chiteau de Vincennes @
Catacombes €

Modern Architecture

La Défense @

Fondation Le Corbusier @
Bercy @

Bibliotheque Nationale

Musée National d’Histoire
Naturelle @

Churches and Mosques
St-Alexandre-Nevsky @
Sacré-Coeur @
Mosquée de Paris @

Streets

Parks and Gardens

Bois de Boulogne @ KEY

Montmartre pp132-3 @
Canal St-Martin @
Montparnasse @

Historic Buildings and

Rue La Fontaine @
Moulin Rouge @

de France @
Institut du Monde Arabe @

Markets
Marché aux Puces
de St-Ouen @

Theme Parks
Cité des Sciences et
de I'ndustrie pp136-7 @

Parc Monceau @
Parc des

[7] Main sightseeing area

0 kilometers 4

Buttes-Chaumont @ == Major roads

— T——
0 miles 2

Parc Montsouris @

FARTHER AFIELD
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<] The narrow rue St-Rustique winding up the hill to Sacré-Coeur
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West of the City

La Défense ©@

La Grande Arche. Tel 07 49 07 27
55. [T La Défense. [ 10am-7pm
daily (8am Apr-Sep). 173 [ il ]
See The History of France pp66-7.
www.grandearche.com

This skyscraper business city
on the western edge of Paris
is the largest office develop-
ment in Europe. La Grande
Arche is an enormous hollow
cube large enough to contain
Notre-Dame cathedral.
Designed by Danish architect
Otto von Spreckelsen in the
late 1980s, the arch houses a
gallery and a conference
center, and has superb views.

La Grande Arche in La Défense

Bois de Boulogne @

75016. [ Porte Maillot, Porte
Dauphine, Porte d'Auteuil, Sablons.
[3 24 hrs daily. 17 to specialist
gardens and museum.

Jardin d’Acclimatation, a fun
park for children, Pré Catalan
and the Bagatelle gardens,
with architectural follies and
an 18th-century villa famous
for its rose garden. The villa
was built in just 64 days after
a bet between the Comte
d’Artois and Marie-Antoinette.
By day the Bois is busy with
families, joggers, and walkers,
but after dark it is notoriously
seedy — and best avoided.

Fondation Le
Corbusier ®

8-10 square du Docteur-Blanche
75016. Tel 01 42 88 41 53. m
Jasmin. [ 1:30pm-6pm Mon, 10am-
12:30pm & 1:30pm-6pm (5pm Fri)
Tue—Fri, 10am-5pm Sat. |@) pub hols,
Aug, Dec 24-Jan 2. 1Z] Films, videos.
www.fondationlecorbusier.asso.fr

In a quiet corner of Auteuil
stand the villas La Roche

and Jeanneret, the first two
Parisian houses built by the
influential 20th-century
architect Charles-Edouard
Jeanneret, better known as Le
Corbusier. Built at the start of
the 1920s, they demonstrate
his revolutionary use of white
concrete in Cubist forms.
Rooms flow into each other
allowing maximum light and
volume, and the houses stand
on stilts with windows along
their entire length.

Villa La Roche was owned by
the art patron Raoul La Roche.
Today, the villas hold lectures
on Le Corbusier and his work.

An Art Nouveau window in the
rue la Fontaine

Rue la Fontaine @

75016. Map 5 Ad4. [[]] Michel-Ange
Auteuil, Jasmin. @ Radlio-France.

The rue la Fontaine and
surrounding streets act as a
showcase for some of the
most exciting early 20th-
century, low-cost architecture,
featuring sinuous decorative
detail. At No. 14 stands the
Castel Béranger, which firmly
established the reputation of
architect Hector Guimard. He
went on to design the city’s
Art Nouveau metro entrances.

Musée Marmottan-
Claude Monet @

2 rue Louis Boilly 75016. Tel 01 44 96
50 33. [M] Muette. [] 11am-6pm
Tue-Sun (to 9pm Tue). Jan 1, May

1,0ec25. A0

www.marmottan.com

Located between the
western edges of Paris
and the River Seine, this
2,137-acre (865-ha) park
offers a vast belt of
greenery for strolling,
biking, riding, boating,
picnicking, or spending
a day at the races. The
Bois de Boulogne was
once part of the im-
mense Forét du Rouvre.
In the mid-19th century
Napoleon III had the
Bois designed and
landscaped by Baron
Haussmann along the
lines of Hyde Park in
London. Several self-
contained parks within
the forest include the

A landscaped island in the Bois de Boulogne

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

The museum was
created in the 19th-
century mansion of the
famous art historian,
Paul Marmottan, in
1932. He bequeathed
his house, plus his
Renaissance, Consular,
and First Empire paint-
ings and furniture, to
the Institut de France.

In 1971 the museum
acquired a fabulous
collection of work by
Impressionist painter
Claude Monet, the
bequest of his son,
Michel. Some of Monet’s
most famous paintings
are here, including




FARTHER AFIELD

Impression — Sunrise (hence
the term “Impressionist”), a
painting of Rouen Cathedral
(see p267), and the Waterlilies
series (see p98). Also here is
the work painted at Giverny
during the last years of Monet’s
life. This includes The Japanese
Bridge and The Weeping
Willow. The iridescent colors
and daring brush-strokes make
these some of the museum’s
most powerful works.

Part of Monet's personal art
collection was passed on to the
museum, including work by
fellow Impressionists Camille
Pissarro, Pierre- Auguste Renoir,
and Alfred Sisley. The museum
also displays medieval illumi-
nated manuscripts and 16th-
century Burgundian tapestries
Piano and chamber music
concerts are held on the third
Tuesday of each month.

Musée du Cristal
de Baccarat @

11 pl des Etats Unis 75016. Tel 01
40 22 11 00. [ Boissiére.

[ 10am-6:30pm Mon, Wed-Sat
(last adm 6pm). [@) public hols. I3
"3 by appt. www.baccarat.fr

The Musée du Cristal, also
known as the Galerie-Musée
Baccarat, displays over 1,200
items made by the Baccarat
company, which was founded
in 1764 in Lorraine in eastern
France. These include dinner
services created for the royal
and imperial courts of Europe
and many of the best contem-
porary pieces produced in the
workshops, such as fine
vases, candelabras, decanters,
and perfume bottles, as well as
watches and jewelry.

In the glassworks itself
you can see some *
of the technical
skills used to
shape and
decorate the
crystal ware,
such as fine
cutting,
wheel-
engraving,
gilding and
enameling.

Le Vase d'Abyssinie,
made of Baccarat
crystal and bronze

|

Colonnade beside the naumachia basin in Parc Monceau

North of the City

St-Alexandre-Nevsky Cathedral

St-Alexandre-
Nevsky @

12 rue Daru 75008. Map 2 F3.
Tel 071 42 27 37 34. [)] Courcelles,
Ternes. [ ] 3-5pm Tue, Fri, Sun. [
K3 6pm Sat, 10:30am Sun.

This imposing Russian
Orthodox cathedral with its
five golden-copper domes
signals the presence of a large
Russian community in Paris.
Designed by members of the
St. Petersburg Fine Arts Acad-
emy and financed jointly by
Tsar Alexander II and the local
Russian community, it was
completed in 1861.

Inside, a wall of icons
divides the church in two.
The Greek-cross plan and the
rich mosaics and frescoes
decorating the interjor walls
are Neo-Byzantine in style,
while the exterior and gilt
domes are traditional Russian
Orthodox in design.

Parc Monceau @

Bd de Courcelles 75017. Map 3 A3.
Tel 07 42 27 08 64. [)] Monceau.
[ 7am-8pm daily (10pm summer).

This green haven dates back
to 1778 when the Duc de
Chartres commissioned the
painter-writer and amateur
landscape designer Louis
Carmontelle to create a mag-
nificent garden. The result
was an exotic landscape full
of architectural follies in the
English and German style.

In 1852 the land was
acquired by the state and
made into a chic public park.
A few of the original features
remain, among them the nau-
machia basin — an ornamental
version of a Roman pool used
for simulating naval battles.

Musée Gustave
Moreau ©

14 rue de la Rochefoucauld 75009.
Map 4 E3. Tel 07 48 74 38 50.

[ Trinité. [ 10am-12:45pm,
2-5:15pm Wed-Mon. (@) some
public hols. 17 [3] 1

www.musee-moreau.fr

The Symbolist painter
Gustave Moreau (1826— 98),
known for his symbolic
works depicting biblical and
mythological fantasies, lived
and worked in this handsome
town house. Jupiter and
Semele, one of the artist’s out-
standing works, is displayed
here, along with other major
paintings, and some of the
collection’s 7,000 drawings and
1,000 oils and watercolors.
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Montmartre ©

The steep butte (hil) of Montmartre has g Montmartre
been associated with artists for 200 years. .. | Vineyard
Théodore Géricault and Camille This is the last Paris-
Corot came here at the start of : 3 ian vineyard. The
the 19th century, and in the | harvest is celebrated
20th century Maurice Utrillo on the first Saturday
immortalized the streets in his . in October.
works. Today, street artists
thrive predominantly on the
tourist trade, but much of
the area still preserves its
rather louche, villagey pre-  Metro
war atmosphere. The name Lamarck 3
Streetside of the area is ascribed o~ Caulaincourt
painter martyrs who were tortured
and killed in the area around AD 250,
hence mons martyrium.

Au Lapin Agile
“The Agile Rabbit,”
once a literary
haunt, is now a
nightclub.

A la Mére Catherine
This was a favorite
restaurant of Russian
cossacks. They would
shout “Bistro!” (meaning
“‘quick”) — which gave
the bistro its name.

Espace Montmartre
Salvador Dali
Some 330 works by
the Surrealist painter
and sculptor are
on display bere.

Place du Tertre

The tourist center of
Montmanrtre is full of
portraitists. Artists first
exhibited in the square
in the 19th century.

KEY

== == == Suggested route

0 meters 100

0 yards 100

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6
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Musée de Montmartre '
Changing, Montmarte-related M@-’"
exhibitions usually include
works by artists who lived
bere, such as this Portrait
of a Woman (71918) by
Amedeo Modigliani. : S

AND

OPERA
BEAUBOURG

LOCATOR MAP
See Street Finder maps 3, 4

Sacré-Coeur
This Neo-
Romanesque
church, started in
the 1870s and
completed in
1914, contains
many treastires,
such as this figure
. of the Virgin Mary
and Child (71896)
1 by P. Brunet @
. L)
VLD\\)’US"@:E
COEUR =]

St-Pierre de Montmartre
This is an early Parisian
church with origins dating
back to the Gth century.
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T To metro Anvers

Square Willette lies below

the forecourt of the Sacré- \
The funiculaire, or cable Coeur. It is laid out on the = H 5
railroad, at the end of the rue side of the hill in a series of Musee Fle la Halle Saint Pierre
Foyatier takes you to the foot of  descending terraces with Exhibitions bere showcase
the basilica of the Sacré-Coeur. lawns, shrubs, trees, and Outsider Art and Art Brut, such
Metro tickets are valid for it. flowerbeds. as this piece by S. Feleggakis.
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The stained glass
gallery affords a view
of the whole interior.

Sacré-Coeur @ The ovoid dome is
the second-highest
point in Paris, after

the Eiffel Tower.

Parvis de Notre Dame 75018. Map 4
F1. Tel 01 53 41 89 00. [Y]] Abbesses
(then funiculaire to steps of Sacré-
Coeur), Anvers. [ 30, 31, 80, 85.
Basilica [ ) 6am-11pm daily. Dome

The Great Mosaic of
Christ (1912-22), by
Luc Olivier Merson,

Bronze doors
in the portico

& crypt [) 9am-6pm daily. I}

E3 7am, 11:15am, 6:30pm, 10pm
Mon-Thu, Sat; 3pm Fri; 11am,

6pm, 10pm Sun (Vespers 4pm).
WWW.sacre-coeur-montmartre.com

The Sacré-Coeur basilica,
dedicated to the Sacred Heart
of Christ and consecrated in

1919, was built as a result of a %

private religious vow made at
the outbreak of the Franco-
Prussian war. Two Catholic
businessmen, Alexandre
Legentil and Hubert Rohault
de Fleury, promised to finance
the basilica should France be
spared from assault. Despite
the war and the Siege of
Paris, invasion was averted
and work began in 1875 to
Paul Abadie’s designs. Never
considered very graceful, the
basilica is vast and impres-
sive, and one of France’s
most important Roman
Catholic buildings.

Moulin Rouge ®

82 bd de Clichy 75018. Map 4 E1.
Tel 07 53 09 82 82. [] Blanche.
Shows at 9pm & 11pm daily; two
matinées per month at 2:45pm. 123
www.moulinrouge.com

Built in 1885, the Moulin Rouge
was turned into a dance hall
as early as 1900. Henri de
Toulouse-Lautrec immortalized
the wild and colorful cancan
shows here in his posters and
drawings of famous dancers
such as Jane Avril. The high-
kicking routines continue today
in glitzy, Las Vegas-style revues.

Cimetiere de
Montmartre ®

20 av Rachel 75018. Map 4 D1.
Tel 01 53 42 36 30. []] Place de
Clichy. [[] 8:30am-5:30pm Mon-Sat,
9am-5:30pm Sun (6pm summer).

This has been the resting
place for many luminaries of
the creative arts since the
beginning of the 19th century.

dominates the
chancel vault.

The crypt vaults house a
chapel containing Alexandre
Legentil’s heart in a stone urn.

The composers Hector Berlioz
and Jacques Offenbach (who
wrote the famous cancan
tune), Russian dancer Waslaw
Nijinsky, and film director
Francois Truffaut are just a
few of the famous people
who have been buried here
over the years.

There is also a Montmartre
cemetery near square Roland-
Dorgeles, known as the St-
Vincent cemetery. This is
where the French painter
Maurice Utrillo is buried.

African stall in the Marché aux
Puces de St-Ouen

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

show the Last
Supper and
other biblical

scenes.

Marché aux Puces
de St-Ouen @

Rue des Rosiers, St-Ouen 75018. m
Porte-de-Clignancourt. [} 9am-6pm
Sat-Mon. See Shops and Markets

p142. www.les-puces.com

This is the oldest and largest
of the Paris flea markets,
covering 15 acres (6 ha)

near the Porte de Clignancourt.
In the 19th century, rag mer-
chants and tramps would
gather outside the fortifica-
tions that marked the city
limits and offer their wares
for sale. Today the area is
divided into separate markets,
and is well-known for its
heavy Second Empire furni-
ture and ornaments. Although
there are few bargains to be
had, this does not deter the
huge weekend crowds.

Cité des Sciences et
de I'Industrie ®

See pp136-7.
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Canal St-Martin ®

[M Jaures, J Bonsergent, Goncourt.

A walk along the quays on
either side of the Canal
St-Martin gives a glimpse of
how this thriving, industrial,
working-class area of the city
looked at the end of the 19th
century. The 3-mile (5-km)
canal, opened in 1825, pro-
vided a shortcut for river
traffic between loops of the
Seine. A smattering of brick-
and-iron factories and ware-
houses survive from this time
along the quai de Jemmapes.
Here, too, is the legendary
Hotel du Nord, from Marcel
Carné’s 1930s film of the same
name. The canal itself is quietly
busy with barges and anglers;
around it are tree-lined quays
with quirky stores and cafés,
iron footbridges, and public
gardens. At Jaures, it meets
the Canal de I'Ourcq, which
offers a pleasant stroll to Parc
de la Villette (see p136).

Parc des Buttes-
Chaumont @

Rue Manin 75019 (access from rue
Armand Carrel). No phone. [J] Bot-
zaris, Buttes-Chaumont. ] 7am-
8:15pm (10:15pm Jun-Aug 15;
9:15pm May & Aug 16-Sep 30) daily.

For many this is the most
pleasant park in Paris. Urban
planner Baron Haussmann
converted the hilly site from a
garbage dump and quarry,
with gallows at the foot, to
English-style gardens in the
1860s. His colleague was
landscape architect Adolphe
Alphand, who was also
responsible for a vast 1860s
program to provide
Haussmann’s new sidewalk-
lined Parisian avenues with
benches, streetlights, kiosks,
and urinals (see p108).

Others involved in the
creation of this highly praised
park were the engineer
Darcel and the landscape
gardener Barillet-Deschamps.
They created a lake, made an
island with real and artificial
rocks, gave it a Roman-style
temple, and added a waterfall,
streams, and footbridges

Boats moored at Port de I"Arsenal

leading to the island. Today,
in summer, visitors will also
find boating facilities, donkey
rides, and beautiful lawns.

East of the City

Cimetiere du Pere
Lachaise ®

16 rue du Repos, 75020. Tel 07 55
25 82 10. [Y]] Pere Lachaise, A Dumas.
26, 62, 69 to pl Gambetta E Pl
Gambetta [] 8am-5:30pm (6pm
Apr-Nov; from 9am Sun & hols) daily.
www.pere-lachaise.com

Paris’s most prestigious
cemetery is set on a wooded
hill overlooking the city. The
land was once owned by
Pere de la Chaise, Louis XIV’s
confessor, but it was bought
by order of Napoleon in
1803. The cemetery became
so popular that the bound-
aries were extended six times
during the 19th century. Here
are buried celebrities such as
writer Honoré de Balzac and
composer Frédéric Chopin,
and actors Yves Montand and
Simone Signoret.

Bercy ®

75012. [ Bercy, Cour St-Emilion.
Cinématheéque Francaise: 51 rue de
Bercy. Tel 01 71 19 32 00. ] noon-
7pm Mon-Sat, 10am-8pm Sun.

This former wine-trading
quarter just east of the city
center, with its once-grim
riverside warehouses and
pavilions and slum housing,
has been transformed into an
ultramodern district beside
the Seine. A new automatic
metro line (Line 14) links it to
the heart of the city.

Centerpiece of this new
district is the Palais d’Omni-
sports de Paris-Bercy (POPB),
now the city center’s principal
venue for major concerts, as
well as its premier sports
stadium. The vast pyramidal
structure, its steep sides clad
with real lawns, has become a
contemporary landmark for the
eastern part of central Paris.

Other architecturally adven-
turous commercial buildings
dominate the skyline, notably
Chemetov’s Ministry of Finance
building and Frank Gehry’s
American Center, which houses
the Cinémathéque Francaise,
a cinema museum with film
screenings, a library, and
retrospectives on directors.

At the foot of these struc-
tures, the imaginative 173-
acre (70-ha) Parc de Bercy
provides a welcome green
space. Former wine stores
and cellars along Cours St.
Emilion have been restored as
restaurants, bars, and stores.
Some of the warehouses have
been restructured as the Pavil-
lons de Bercy, one of which
contains the Musée des Arts
Forains (Fairground Museum).
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This hugely popular science and technology
museum occupies the largest of the old Villette
slaughterhouses, which now form part of a
massive urban park. Architect Adrien
Fainsilber has created an imaginative
interplay of light, vegetation, and water in
the high-tech, five-story building, which
soars 133-ft (40-m) high, stretching over 7
acres (3 ha). At the museum’s heart is the
Explora exhibit, a fascinating guide to the
worlds of science and technology. Visit-
ors can take part in computerized games
on space, the earth and ocean, computers
and sound. On other levels there are a children’s science
city, cinemas, a science newsroom, a library, and stores.

Modern folly in the
Parc de la Villette

Le Nautile

This full-scale model of the
Nautile, France’s tech-
nologically advanced
exploration submarine,
represents one of the

most sophisticated
machines in the world.

* Ariane
Rocket displays
explain how
astronauls

are sent into
space, and
include an
example of

the European
rocket Ariane.

400-seat >

auditorium_ 4

) /e ﬁ/\ &

-

Hemispheric
screen

The moat was

LA GEODE

Planetarium

In this 260-seat auditorium
you can watch eclipses and
fly over Martian landscapes,
thanks to their 3D

video system.

The main hall is

This giant entertainment sphere houses a
huge hemispherical cinema screen, 11,000 sq
ft (1,000 sq m), showing IMAX movies about
nature, travel, history, and space.

designed by Fainsilber
so that natural light
could penetrate into
the lower levels of
the building.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

vast, with a soaring
network of shafts,
bridges, escalators,
and balconies, and
has a cathedral-like
atmosphere.
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STAR EXHIBITS
% Children’s City
% Ariane

* La Géode

Cupolas

The two glazed domes,
56 ft (17 m) in diameler,
filter the flow of natural
light into the main hall.

Mirage Aircraft

A full-size model of the
French-built jet fighter is one
of the exbibits illustrating
advances in technology.

To La Géode

% Children’s City

In this lively, extensive

Walkways area children can
The walkways cross the experiment and play
encircling moat to link the with machines that
various floors of the museum show bhow scientific
to the Géode and the park. principles work.

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

30 av Corentin-Cariou 75019.
[§ 07 40 05 80 00. [] Porte
de la Villette. B 75, 139, 150,
152, 249, PC. [] 10am~6pm
Tue=Sat (7pm Sun). 7 XX [l
2 [ [ Shows, movies,
videos, library, conference
center. www.cite-sciences.fr

The greenhouse is 105 ft
(32 m) high and wide,
linking the park to the
building.
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Bibliothéque Nationale de France

Cité Nationale de
I’Histoire de
I'Immigration @

293 av Daumesnil 75012. Tel 01 44
74 84 80. [Y]] Porte Dorée. [ ] 10am-
5:30pm TueFri (to 7pm Sat, Sun).

May 1. 1 & restricted. [}

Housed in the Palais de la
Porte Dorée, this museum
is devoted to immigration
in France. The palace itself is
an Art Deco building designed
by architects Albert Laprade
and Léon Jaussely for the
city’s grand colonial exhibi-
tion in 1931.

The cellar also contains trop-
ical fish collections, along
with tortoises and crocodiles.

Chiteau de
Vincennes @

Av de Paris 94300 Vincennes.

Tel 01 48 08 31 20. m Chateau

de Vincennes. [f Vincennes. [ ]
10am-5pm daily (6pm May-Aug).
1Jan, 1 May, 1 & 11 Nov, 25
Dec. Chapel & donjon I [73 only.
"1 www.chateau-vincennes.fr

The Chateau de Vincennes
was the permanent royal
residence until the 17th cen-
tury, before the court moved
to Versailles. The donjon, the
tallest fortified medieval build-
ing in Europe, the Gothic
chapel, 17th-century pavilions,
and moat are all worth seeing.

Beyond lies the Bois de Vin-
cennes. Once a royal hunting
ground, it is now a land-
scaped forest with ornamental
lakes and a racecourse.

Bibliotheque
Nationale de
France @

Quai Francois-Mauriac 75013. Tel 07 53
79 59 59. []] Bibliothéque Frangois-
Mitterrand. ] 10am~7pm Mon-Sat,
1-7pm Sun. [@) public hols, 2 wks

mid-Sep. 177 [ [ 1 www.bnf.fr

These four great book-shaped
towers house 10 million
volumes. The libraries offer
over 400,000 titles. Other re-
sources include digitized illus-
trations, sound archives, and
CD-ROMs. There are also fre-
quent temporary exhibitions.

South of the City

Parc Montsouris ®

Bd Jourdan 75014. Tel 07 45 88 28 60.
[M Pte d'Oriéans. [J Cité Universitaire.
[ 8am-8:30pm (5:30pm winter) daily.

This English-style park, the
second largest in Paris, was
laid out by the landscape archi-
tect Adolphe Alphand from
1865-1878. With its restaurant,
lawns, and lake — home to a
variety of birds — it is popular
with students and children.

Skull of the reptile dimetrodon

Musée
National d’Histoire
Naturelle @

2 rue Buffon 75005. Map 14 D1. Tel
0140 79 54 79. [M]] Jussieu, Austerlitz.
[ 10am-6pm Wed-Mon. @) 1

May. %7 [ restr. § [ s Library

www.mnhn.fr

The highlight of the museum
is the Grande Galerie de
I'Evolution. There are also
four other departments:
palaecontology, featuring
skeletons, casts of various
animals, and an exhibition

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp550-5 and pp600-6

showing the evolution of the
vertebrate skeleton; palaeo-
botany, devoted to plant
fossils; mineralogy, including
gemstones; and entomology,
with some of the oldest
fossilized insects on earth.
The bookstore is in the house
that was occupied by the nat-
uralist Buffon from 1772 until
his death in 1788.

Jardin des Plantes ®

57 rue Cuvier 75005. Map 13 C1. Tel
014079 56 01. [} Jussieu, Austerlitz.
[ 8am-5:30pm (5pm winter) daily.

The botanical gardens were
established in 1626 when
Jean Hérouard and Guy de la
Brosse, Louis XIII's physicians,
obtained permission to found
a royal medicinal herb garden.
A school of botany, natural
history, and pharmacy followed
and the garden opened to the
public in 1640. One of the
city’s great parks, it contains
a natural history museum,
botanical school, and zoo.

As well as beautiful vistas
and walkways flanked by
ancient statues, the park has
an alpine garden with plants
from Corsica, Morocco, the
Alps, and the Himalayas, and
an unrivaled display of herb-
aceous and wild plants. The
Cedar of Lebanon here, orig-
inally from Britain’s Kew
Gardens, was the first to be
planted in France.

Rue Mouffetard, one of several
markets near Jardin des Plantes
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Institut du Monde
Arabe ©®

1 rue des Fossés St-Bernard 75005.
Map 9 C5. Tel 07 40 57 38 38. m
Jussieu, Cardinal-Lemoine. Museum
& temp exhibs [ ] 10am-6pm Tue—
Sun. Library [] 1-8pm Tue-Sat. I3

A B [ www.imarabe.org

This magnificent modern
building was designed by
French architect Jean Nouvel,
and cleverly combines high-
tech details with the spirit of
traditional Arab architecture.
From the fourth to seventh
floors there is a comprehensive
display of Islamic works of art
from the 9th to the 19th
centuries including glassware,
ceramics, and sculpture. The
museum’s highlight is the fine
collection of astrolabes, the
much-prized tool used by the
ancient Arabic astronomers.

Mosquée de
Paris @

Pl du Puits de I'Ermite 75005. Tel 01
45 35 97 33. [¥]] Place Monge.
[ 9am-noon, 2-6pm Sat-Thu.

Muslim hols. 23 732 & @

Library www.mosquee-de-paris.org

Built in the 1920s in the
Hispano-Moorish style, these
buildings are the center for
Paris’s Muslim community.
Once used solely by scholars,
the mosque has expanded
over the years and now
houses some salubrious

but fun Turkish baths, a

fine restaurant, and beautiful
salon de the.

Parc André
Citroén @

Rue Balard 75015. Tel 01 40 71 74
03. [] Javel, Balard. [ 7:30am-
dusk Mon—Fri (9am w/e, public hols).

Designed by both landscapers
and architects, this park is a
fascinating blend of styles,
ranging from wildflower
meadow in the north to so-
phisticated monochrome min-
eral and sculpture gardens in
the southern section. Modern
water sculptures dot the park.

e =
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Institut du Monde Arabe, covered with photosensitive lightscreens

Tour Montparnasse

Montparnasse @

75014 & 75015. Map 11 & 12.
[ Vavin, Raspail, Edgar Quinet. Tour
Montparnasse D 9:30am~11pm.

The name Montparnasse was
first used ironically in the 17th
century, when arts students
performed their work on a
“mount” of rubble left over
from quarrying. In ancient
Greece, Mount Parnassus was
dedicated to poetry, music,
and beauty. By the 19th cen-
tury, crowds were drawn to
the local cabarets and bars by
duty-free prices. The mixture
of art and high living was par-
ticularly potent in the 1920s
and 1930s when Hemingway,
Picasso, Cocteau, Giacometti,
Matisse, and Modigliani were
“Montparnos,” as the residents
were called. This epoch ended
with World War 1I. The mod-
ern quartier is dominated

by the much-hated Tour
Montparnasse, although the
view from the top (the 56th
floor) is spectacular.

Cimetiere du
Montparnasse @

3 bd Edgar Quinet 75014. Map 12 D3.
Tel 071 44 10 86 50. m Edgar Quinet.
[] mid-Mar-Nov: 8am-6pm Mon- Fri,
8:30am-6pm Sat, 9am—-6pm Sun;
Dec—mid-Mar: closes 5:30pm.

Montparnasse cemetery
opened in 1824. Among those
buried here are Serge
Gainsbourg, Charles
Baudelaire, Jean-Paul Sartre
and Simone de Beauvoir,

and Guy de Maupassant.

Catacombes &

1 av du Colonel Henri Rol-Tanguy
75014. Map 12 E3. Tel 01 43 22 47
63. [0 Denfert-Rochereau. [} 10am-
5pm Tue-Sun. [@) public hols. 13 13
www.catacombes.paris.fr

A long series of quarry
tunnels built in Roman times,
the catacombs are now lined
with ancient bones and
skulls. Thousands of rotting
corpses were transported
here in the 1780s to absorb
the excess from the insanitary
Les Halles cemetery.

- “ .
Skulls and bones stored in the
catacombes
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SHOPS AND MARKETS

or many people, Paris epitomizes
luxury and good living. Exquis-
itely dressed men and women

gourmet delicacies displayed with con-

summate artistry. Parisian shopping
streets and markets are the ideal

sip wine by the banks of the Seine *

against the backdrop of splendid
French architecture, or shop at small
specialty stores. The least expen-
sive way of joining the chic set is

to create French style with acces-
sories or costume jewelry.
Alternatively, try shopping in the
January or July sales. If your budget

place to indulge in the French cus-
tom of strolling for the express pur-
pose of seeing and being seen. For
up-to-the-minute high fashion, the
rue du Faubourg-St-Honoré is hard
to beat, with its exquisite cou-
ture window displays. Brows-

ing around the bookstalls
along the Seine is another

allows, take the opportunity to
buy world-famous Paris fash-
ions, or feast on the wonderful

Shopping in avenue Montaigne

OPENING HOURS

Stores are usually open from
10am-7pm, Monday to
Saturday, but hours can vary.
Many department stores stay
open late on Thursday, while
boutiques may shut for an
hour or two at midday.
Markets and local neighbor-
hood stores usually close on
Mondays. Some places shut
for the summer, usually in
August, but they may leave a
note on the door suggesting
an open equivalent nearby.

PAYMENT AND TAX

Cash is readily available from
the ATMs in most banks,
which accept both credit and
bank debit cards. Visa and
MasterCard are the most
widely accepted credit cards.
A sales tax (TVA) from 5.5-
19.6 per cent is imposed on
most goods and services in

EU countries. Non-EU
residents shopping in France
are entitled to a refund of this
if they spend a minimum of
175€ in one store in one day.
You must have been resident
in France for less than six
months and either carry the
goods with you out of the
country within three months
of purchase, or get the store
to forward them to you.
Larger stores will generally
supply a form

favorite French pastime. A
survey of some of the best and
most famous places to shop follows.

your claim to the place where
you bought the merchandise;
the shop eventually sends
you a refund.

SALES

The best sales (soldes) are
held in January and July,
although you can sometimes
find sale items before
Christmas. If you see goods
labelled Stock, it means that

(bordereau de
detaxe or
bordereau de
vente) and help

ANEL

PARIS

they are stock
items, reduced
for clearance.
Deégriffé means
designer labels,
(with the label

you to fill it in.
When you leave
France or the EU
you present the
form to Customs, who either
permit you to be reimbursed
straightaway, or forward

The Chanel logo,
recognized worldwide

cut out) marked
down, frequent-
ly from the
previous year’s collections.

Fripes indicates that the

clothes are second-hand.

Yves Saint Laurent
Guy Laroche
Nina Ricci

A 393039 3AY
>
A

Eartilg

Givenchy Christian Dior

THE CENTER OF PARIS COUTURE

The couture houses are concentrated on the Right Bank, around
rue du Faubourg-St-Honoré and avenue Montaigne.

Hermes

L1
iy
severy
Brefar

Chanel




SHOPS

AND MARKETS

DEPARTMENT STORES

Much of the pleasure of
shopping in Paris is derived
from going to the small
specialty stores. But if time is
short, try the grands magasins
(department stores). Some
still operate a ticket system
for selling goods. The store
assistant writes up a ticket
for goods from their own
boutique which you take to
one of the cashiers. You then
return with your validated
ticket to pick up your
purchase. This can be time-
consuming, so go early in the
morning and don’t shop on

Kenzo designerwear in the place des
Victoires

Saturdays, unless you enjoy a
crowd. The French do not
pay much attention to lines
s0 be assertive! One peculiari-
ty of a visit is that the security
guards may ask to inspect
your bags as you leave. These
are random checks and
should not be taken as an
implication of theft.

All department stores have
places to eat, although the
stores themselves tend to have
different emphases. Au
Printemps is noted for its
exciting and innovative
household goods section, vast
cosmetic range, and large
menswear store. The clothes
departments for women and
children are well stocked.
Fashion shows are held at
10am on Tuesdays (and each
Friday from April to October:
by invitation only). The lovely
domed restaurant in the
cupola often hosts chic after-
hours parties, which are

The 1865 facade of Au Printemps department store

private, but a visit to the
restaurant during shopping
hours is worthwhile.

BHV (Le Bazar de I'Hotel de
Ville) is a home improver’s
paradise, and sells a host of
other items, such as fashion
decor. The Left Bank’s Le Bon
Marché was Paris’s first depart-
ment store and today is its
chicest. The designer clothing
sections are well-sourced, the
high-end accessories are
excellent, and the own-brand
linen has a good quality to
price ratio. The prepared
food sections serve restau-
rant-quality fare to take out.

Galeries Lafayette is per-
haps the best-known depart-
ment store and has a wide
range of clothes available at
all price levels. Its first-floor
trends section plays host to
lots of innovative designers.
Galeries Lafayette Gourmet,
the food court, sells a range
of French and international
delicacies. Across the road is
the store’s housewares build-

(crtier

Cartier, one of the world’s most
exclusive stores

ing, which stocks a good
range of kitchenware.

Virgin Megastore is open
until late and has an excellent
record selection and an
impressive book section.
FNAC specializes in records,
books (foreign editions can
be found at Les Halles), and
electronic equipment, while
FNAC Digitale sells a wide
range of the latest
technological equipment.

ADDRESSES

Au Printemps

64 bd Haussmann 75009.
Map 4 D4. Tel 07 42 82 50 00.
WWwWw.printemps.com

BHV
52-64 rue de Rivoli 75004.
Map 9 B3. Tel 07 42 74 90 00.

Le Bon Marché

24 rue de Sévres 75007.

Map 7 C5. Tel 07 44 39 80 00.
www.treeslbm.com

FNAC

Forum des Halles, 1 rue Pierre
Lescot 75001. Map 9 A2.
Tel 0825 020 020.
www.fnac.com

FNAC Digitale
77-81 bd St-Germain 75006. Map 9
A5, Tel 0825 020 020.

Galeries Lafayette

40 bd Haussmann 75009. Map 4 E4.
Tel 01 42 82 34 56.
www.galerieslafayette.com

Virgin Megastore

52-60 av des Champs-Elysées
75008. Map 2 F5. Tel 07 42 56 15
96. www.virginmegastore.fr
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Clothes and Accessories

For many people Paris is synonymous with fashion,
and Parisian style is the ultimate in chic. More than
anywhere else in the world, women in Paris seem to
be in tune with current trends and when a new season
arrives appear, as one, to don the look. Though less
trend-conscious generally, Parisian men are aware of
style, and mix and match patterns and colors with
élan. Finding the right clothes at the right price means
knowing where to shop. For every luxury boutique on
the avenue Montaigne, there are ten young designers’
stores waiting to become the next Jean-Paul Gaultier —
and hundreds more selling imitations.

HAUTE COUTURE

Paris is the home of haute
couture. The original couture
garments, as opposed to the
imitations and adaptations,
are one-time creations,
designed by one of the nine
haute couture houses listed
with the Fédération Francaise
de la Couture. The rules for
being classified are fairly
strict, and many of the top
designers are not included.
Astronomical prices put haute
couture beyond the reach of
all but a few immensely deep
pockets, but it is still the
lifeblood of the fashion
industry, providing inspiration
for the mass market.

WOMEN'’S CLOTHES

Most couture houses are
found on or near the rue du
Faubourg-St-Honoré and ave-
nue Montaigne: Christian Dior,
Pierre Cardin, Chanel, Christian
Lacroix, Versace, Givenchy,
Nina Ricci, Giorgio Armani,
and Yves Saint Laurent.

Hermes has classic country
chic. MaxMara’s Italian
elegance is popular in France
and no one can resist a
Giorgio Armani suit. The
legendary Prada store has
stuck to the Right Bank but
many fashion houses
prefer the Left Bank.

Many designers have a Left
Bank branch in addition to
their Right Bank bastions, and
they all have ready-to-wear
shops here. For sheer quality
there’s Georges Rech, and Jil
Sander for exquisite tailoring.
Try Sonia Rykiel for knitwear
and Barbara Bui for soft,
feminine clothes. In the Saint-

Germain-des-Pres district, the
Comptoir des Cotonniers
stocks excellent basics, and
Vanessa Bruno is extremely
popular for feminine flair.

For ready-to-wear head to
place des Victoires. Kenzo is
here (although there is a new
flagship store near the Pont
Neuf), along with fellow
Japanese designers Comme
des Gargons, with its quirky
fashion for both sexes. In
nearby rue du Jour find the
timeless elegance of Agnés B.

The Marais is a haven for
up-and-coming designers.
One of the best streets is the
rue des Rosiers, which
includes the wonderful
L'Eclaireur. Nina Jacob is on
the neighboring rue des
Francs-Bourgeois, and daring
designer Azzedine Alaia’s is
just around the corner.

The Bastille area has trendy
boutiques, as well as some
more established names,
including Jean-Paul Gaultier.
Isabel Marant’s boutique is
renowned for its originality.

Young designers’ clothes
are found at Colette, Stella
Cadente, and Zadig and
Voltaire.

CHILDREN’S CLOTHES

Lots of options for children
exist in various styles and
many price ranges. Many
top designers of adult clothes
also have boutiques for
children. These include
Kenzo, Baby Dior, Agnés B.
Ready-to-wear shops such
as Jacadi and Du Pareil au
Méme are serviceable and
wide-ranging; and Tartine
et Chocolat’s best-selling
garments are overalls.

Bonpoint stocks adorably chic
clothing for mini-Parisians.
Petit Bateau is coveted as
much by grown-ups as it is
by children. The inevitable
has finally happened —
children now have their own
concept store in Bonton.

For little feet, Froment-
Leroyer probably offers the
best all-round classics.

MEN’S CLOTHES

Men don’t have the luxury
of haute couture dressing and
their choice is limited to ready-
to-wear. On the Right Bank,
there’s Giorgio Armani, Pierre
Cardin, Lanvin (also good for
accessories), and Yves Saint
Laurent. On the Left Bank,
Michel Axael and Jean-
Charles de Castelbajac are
known for their ties and
Francesco Smalto’s elegant
creations are worn by some
of the world’s leading movie
stars. Yohji Yamamoto’s
clothes in Y3 are for those
who are intent on making a
serious fashion statement,
while Gianni Versace is clas-
sic, suave, and Italian in style.
The ultimate in Parisian
elegance for men, however, is
a suit, custom-made shirt, or
silk tie from Charvet.

VINTAGE AND SECOND-
HAND STORES

The vintage craze hit Paris
some time back and there are
some wonderful stores to
plunder for a retro look. The
best of the bunch is Didier
Ludot, where an Aladdin’s
Cave of chic haute couture is
elegantly displayed. The
Depdt-Vente de Buci-Bourbon
is another good place to
bargain hunt. A cheaper
option is to head for one of
the second-hand consignment
stores. Chic Parisians discard
their outfits with the seasons
50 it is very easy to pick up
some quality items, often in
top condition, from places
such as Réciproque in Passy
or Alternatives in the Marais.
A cheaper option for

can be found at Le Mouton a
Cinq Pattes.
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JEWELRY

The couture houses probably
stock some of the best
jewelry and scarves.

Chanel’s jewels are classics
and Christian Lacroix’s are
fun. Boutique YSL is a great
place for accessories.

Among the main expensive
Paris jewelry outlets are
Boucheron, Mauboussin and
Poiray. They are for the
serious jewelry buyer. Other
top retailers include Harry
Winston and Cartier. Dinh
Van has some quirky pieces,
whilst Mikimoto is a must for
pearls, and H Stern has some
innovative designs using
semiprecious and precious
stones. For a range of more
unusual jewelry and

accessories, try the Daniel
Swarovski Boutique, which
is owned by the Swarovksi
crystal family.

SHOES AND BAGS

For both classic and wild
footwear designs, you can’t
beat Miu Miu. Rodolphe
Ménudier and Christian
Louboutin are mainstays for
sexy stilettos. Carel stocks
stylish basics and Jonak is a
must for good imitations of
designer footwear.

For ladies handbags,
nothing beats Chanel or Dior
at the top end of the scale,

although Goyard comes close.

Mid-range bags from Furla
are a great compromise.
Fabric bags from Jamin Puech

DIRECTORY

or Vanessa Bruno are a
feature in every chic Parisian
closet. For those with tighter
purse strings, cheap, cheerful,
and stylish bags can be found
at Lollipops.

LINGERIE

For modern lingerie go to Fifi
Chachnil, whose store is filled
with colouful underwear. La
Boite a Bas sells fine French
stockings, whereas Princesse
Tam Tam offers quality items
at reasonable prices, while
divine designer underwear
can be found at cult store
Sabbia Rosa. The ultimate in
Parisian lingerie can be
bought off the peg or made
to order at Cadolle, the store
which invented the bra.

WOMEN'’S
CLOTHES

Agnes B

2-3-6-19 rue du Jour.
75001. Map 9 A1.

Tel 07 45 08 56 56.
One of several branches.

Azzedine Alaia

7 rue de Moussy 75004.
Map 9 C3.

Tel 07142 7219 19.

Barbara Bui

23 rue Etienne-Marcel
75001. Map 9 A1.
Tel 07 40 26 43 65.
www.barbarabui.com
One of four branches.

Chanel

42 av Montaigne 75008.
Map 3 A5. Tel 07 47 23
47 12. One of several bran-
ches. www.chanel.com

Christian Dior

30 av Montaigne 75008.
Map 6 F1.

Tel 014073 73 73.
www.dior.com

Christian Lacroix

73 rue du Faubourg-St-
Honoré 75008. Map 3 B5.
Tel 01 42 68 79 04.
www.christian-lacroix.com

Colette

213 rue St-Honoré 75001.
Map 8D1.

Tel 01 55 35 33 90.
www.colette.fr

Comme des
Gargons
54 rue du Faubourg St-

Honoré 75008. Map 2 E3.

Tel 01 533027 27.

Comptoir des
Cotonniers

59 rue Bonaparte 75006.
Map 8 E3.

Tel 07 43 26 07 56.

One of several branches.

L'Eclaireur

3 ter rue des Rosiers
75004. Map 9 C3.
Tel 071 48 87 10 22.

Georges Rech

54 rue Bonaparte 75006.
Map 8 E3.

Tel 01432684 11.
www.georges-rech.fr
One of several branches.

Giorgio Armani

18 av Montaigne

75008. Map 2 E3.

Tel 01 42 61 55 09
WWw.giorgioarmani.com

Givenchy

3 av Georges V 75008.
Map 2 E5.

Tel 07 44 31 50 00.
www.givenchy.com

Hermeés
24 rue du Faubourg-St-

Honoré 75008. Map 3 C5.

Tel 07 40 17 46 00.
www.hermes.com
One of several branches.

Isabel Marant

16 rue de Charonne
75011. Map 10 F4.
Tel 01 4929 71 55.

Jean-Paul Gaultier
6 rue Vivienne 75002.
Map 8 F1.

Tel 01 42 86 05 05.

One of several branches.

Jil Sander

56 av Montaigne 75008.

Map 6 F1.
Tel 01 44 95 06 70.

Kenzo

3 pl des Victoires 75001.
Map 8 F1.

Tel 01 4039 72 03.
One of several branches.

MaxMara

31 av Montaigne 75008.

Map 6 F1.
Tel 01 47 20 61 13.
One of several branches.

Nina Jacob

23 rue des Francs-
Bourgeois 75004.
Map 10 D3.

Tel 01 42 77 41 20.

Nina Ricci

39 av Montaigne 75008.

Map 6 F1.
Tel 07 40 88 67 60
www.ninaricci.fr

Pierre Cardin

27 av de Marigny 75008.

Map 3 B5.
Tel 07 42 66 68 98.

www.pierrecardin.com
One of two branches.

Prada

10 av Montaigne
75008. Map 6 F1.
Tel 01 53 23 99 40.

Sonia Rykiel

175 bd St-Germain
75006. Map 8 D4.

Tel 01 49 54 60 60.
www .soniarykiel.com
One of several branches.

Stella Cadente

93 quai de Valmy
75010. Map 4 D4.

Tel 01 42 09 66 60.
www stella-cadente.com

Vanessa Bruno

25 rue St-Sulpice 75006.
Map 8 E5.

Tel 01 43 54 41 04.

Versace

41 rue Francois 1er 75008.
Map 2 F5.

Tel 01 47 42 88 02.
WWW.versace.com

Yves Saint Laurent
38 rue du Faubourg-St-
Honoré 75008. Map 3 C5.
Tel 07 42 65 74 59.

One of several branches.

Zadig & Voltaire

9 rue du 29 Juillet 75001.
Map 8 D1.

Tel 01 42 92 00 80

One of several branches.
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CHILDREN'S
CLOTHES

Bonpoint

320 rue St-Honoré 75001.
Map 9 A2.

Tel 01 4927 94 82.
www.bonpoint.com
One of several branches.

Bonton

82 rue de Grenelle 75007.
Map 6F3.

Tel 01 44 39 09 20.

Du Pareil au Méme
1 rue St-Denis 75001.
Map 9 B3

Tel 01 42 36 07 57

One of several branches.

Froment-Leroyer

7 rue Vavin 75006.
Map 12 E1.

Tel 01 43 54 33 15.
www.froment-leroyer.fr
One of several branches.

Jacadi

17 rue Tronchet 75008.
Map 3 C5.

Tel 07 42 65 84 98.
www . jacadi.fr

Petit Bateau

116 av des Champs
Elysées 75008. Map 2 E4.
Tel 01 40 74 02 03.

Tartine et Chocolat
84 rue du Faubourg-St-
Honoré 75008. Map 3 B5.
Tel 07 45 62 44 04.

MEN’S CLOTHES

Charvet

28 pl Vendéme
75001. Map 4 D5.
Tel 07 42 60 30 70.

Francesco Smalto
44 rue Francois Ter
75008. Map 2 F5.

Tel 01 47 20 96 04.
www.smalto.com

Jean-Charles de
Castelbajac

10 rue de Vauvilliers
75001.

Tel 01 5534 10 10
www.jedecastelbajac.com

Gianni Versace
41 rue Francois 1er
75008. Map 2 F5.

Tel 01 47 42 88 02.
WWW.versace.com

DIRECTORY

Giorgio Armani
(see p143).

Kenzo
(see p143).

Lanvin

22 rue du Faubourg St-
Honoré 75008.

Map 10 F4.

Tel 01 44 71 33 33.
www.lanvin.com

One of several branches.

Michel Axael
121 bd St-Germain
75006.

Map 8 E4.

Tel 07 43 26 01 96.

Pierre Cardin
(see p143).

Y3

47 rue Etienne
Marcel 75001.
Map 9 Al.

Tel 07 45 08 82 45.

Yves Saint Laurent
12 pl St-Sulpice 75006.
Map 8 D4.

Tel 01 43 26 84 40.

VINTAGE AND
SECOND-HAND
STORES

Alternatives

18 rue du Roi-de-Sicile
75004.

Map 9 C3.

Tel 01 42 78 31 50

Dep6t-Vente de
Buci-Bourbon

6 rue de Bourbon-le-
Chateau 75006.
Map 8 E4.

Tel 01 46 34 45 05.

Didier Ludot
19-24 Galerie Mont-
pensier 75001.

Map 8 E1.

Tel 01 42 96 06 56.
www.didierludot.com

Le Mouton a

Cing Pattes

8 rue St-Placide 75006.
Map 8 D5.

Tel 01 45 48 86 26.
One of several branches.

Réciproque

95 rue de la Pompe
75016. Map 5 A1.
Tel 01 47 04 30 28.

JEWELRY

Boucheron

26 pl Vendéme 75001.
Map 4 D5.

Tel 071 42 61 58 16.
www.boucheron.com

Cartier

13 rue de la Paix 75002.
Map 4 D5.

Tel 071 58 18 23 00.
One of several branches.

Daniel Swarovski
Boutique

7 rue Royale 75008.
Map 3 C5.

Tel 01 40 17 07 40.
www.daniel-
swarovski.com

Dinh Van

16 rue de la Paix
75002.

Map 4 D5.

Tel 01 42 61 74 49.
One of several branches.

H Stern

3 rue Castiglione 75001.
Map 8 D1.

Tel 01 42 60 22 27.
www.hstern.net

One of several branches.

Harry Winston

29 av Montaigne 75008
Map 6 F1.

Tel 01 47 20 03 09
www.harrywinston.com

Mauboussin

20 pl Vendéme 75001.
Map 4 D5.

Tel 01 44 55 10 00.
www.mauboussin.com

Mikimoto

8 pl Vendéme 75001.
Map 4 D5.

Tel 01 42 60 33 55.

Poiray

1 rue de la Paix 75002.
Map 4 D5.

Tel 01 42 61 70 58.

SHOES AND BAGS

Carel

4 rue Tronchet 75008.
Map 4 D4.

Tel 01 43 66 21 58.
One of several branches.

Christian Louboutin
38-40 rue de Grenelle
75007. Map 6 F3.

Tel 01 42 22 33 07.

Furla

8 rue de Sevres 75006.
Map 7 C5.

Tel 01 40 49 06 44.
One of several branches.

Goyard

233 rue St-Honoré 75001.
Map 3 C5.

Tel 01 42 60 57 04.

Jamin Puech

26 rue Gambon 75001.
Map 4 D5.

Tel 07 40 20 40 28.

Jonak

70 rue de Rennes 75006.
Map 12 D1.

Tel 01 454827 11.
Lollipops

60 rue Tiquetonne 75002.
Map 9 AT.

Tel 01 4233 15 72.
www.lollipops.fr

Miu Miu

219 rue St-Honoré
75001. Map 8 D1.

Tel 01 58 62 53 20.
WWW.miumiu.com

Rodolphe Ménudier
14 rue de Castiglione
75001. Map 8 D1.

Tel 01 42 60 86 27.

Vanessa Bruno

25 rue St-Sulpice 75006.
Map 8 E5.

Tel 01 43 54 41 04.

LINGERIE

La Boite a Bas

27 rue Boissy-d'Anglas
75008. Map 3 C5.
Tel 07 42 66 26 85.

Cadolle

4 rue Cambon 75001.
Map 4 D5.

Tel 01 42 60 94 22.

Fifi Chachnil

231 rue St-Honoré
75001. Map 8 D1.
Tel 01 42 61 21 83.
www.fifichachnil.com
One of several branches.

Princesse Tam Tam
52 bd St-Michel 75006.
Map 8 F5.

Tel 01 42 34 99 31.
One of several branches.
Sabbia Rosa

73 rue des Sts-Peres
75006.Map 8 D4.

Tel 07 45 48 88 37.
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Gifts and Souvenirs

Paris has a wealth of stylish gift options, from designer
accessories to Eiffel Tower paperweights. Stores on the
rue de Rivoli and around major tourist attractions offer
a range of cheap vacation paraphernalia, or go to one

of the souvenir stores such as Les Drapeaux de France.

PERFUME

HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Many shops advertise
discounted perfume. They
include Eiffel Shopping near
the Eiffel Tower. The Sephora
chain has a big selection, or
try the department stores for a
range of beauty brands which
are hard to find elsewhere.
Parfums Caron has many
scents created at the turn-of-
the-19th century, which are
unavailable elsewhere.
Beautifully packaged
perfumes made from natural
essences are available from
Annick Goutal. Guerlain has
the ultimate in beauty care,
while the elegant stores of
L’Artisan Parfumeur specialize
in exquisitely packaged scents
evoking specific memories.

It is difficult to ignore some of
the world’s most elegant
tableware. Luxury homeware
stores line the rue Royale.
Lalique’s Art Nouveau and Art
Deco glass sculptures are
collected all over the world.
Impeccable silverware comes
from Christofle.

For significant savings on
porcelain and crystal, try
Lumicristal, which stocks
Baccarat, Daum, and Limoges
crystal, or why not go to
Baccarat itself.

La Chaise Longue has a
selection of fun gift ideas to
suit most tastes and Bé has a
wide range of contemporary
goods to add a new lease of
life to any home.

DIRECTORY

BOOKS

Some large department stores
have a books section, and
there are several English-
language bookstores such as
W H Smith and Brentano’s.
The cozy Shakespeare & Co
and Red Wheelbarow Book-
store are good for convivial
browsing among expats.
French-language bookstores
include La Hune specializing
in art, film, fashion, and pho-
tography and Gilbert Joseph
for educational books.

SPECIALTY STORES

A La Civette is perhaps Paris’s
most beautiful tobacconists,
stocking a vast range of cigars
behind specially humidified
store windows.

One of the world’s most
famous and delightful toy-
stores is Au Nain Bleu while
the name Cassegrain is
synonymous with high-quality
stationery and paper products.

SOUVENIR STORES

Les Drapeaux de
France

1 pl Colette 75001.
Map 8 E1.

Tel 07 4020 00 11.

PERFUME

Annick Goutal

16 rue de Bellechasse
75007.

Map 7 C3.

Tel 071 4551 36 13.
One of several branches.

L'Artisan Parfumeur
24 bd Raspail 75007.
Map 12 D1.

Tel 01 42 22 23 32.

One of several branches.

Eiffel Shopping

9 av de Suffren 75007.
Map 6 D3.

Tel 01 45 66 55 30.

Guerlain

68 av des Champs-Elysées
75008. Map 2 F5.

Tel 07 4562 52 57.
www.guerlain.com

Parfums Caron

34 av Montaigne 75008.
Map 6 F1.

Tel 01 47 23 40 82.

Sephora

70 av des Champs-Elysées
75008. Map 7 B1.

Tel 07 53 93 22 50.
www.sephora.fr

One of several branches.

HOUSEHOLD
GOODS

Baccarat

11 pl de la Madeleine
75008. Map 3 C5.
Tel 01 42 65 36 26.

B6
8 rue St-Mérri 75004. Map
9B2. Tel 01 42 74 55 10.

La Chaise Longue
30 rue Croix-des-Petits-
Champs 75001. Map 8 F1.
Tel 071 42 96 32 14.

Christofle

24 rue de la Paix 75002.
Map 4 D5.

Tel 01 42 65 62 43.
www.christofle.com

Lalique

11 rue Royale 75008.
Map 3 C5.

Tel 01 530512 12.

Lumicristal
29 rue de Paradis 75010.
Tel 07 42 46 60 29.

BOOKS

Brentano’s

37 av de |'Opéra 75002.
Map 4 E5. Tel 01 42 61
52 50. www.brentanos.fr

Gibert Joseph

26 bd St-Michel 75006.
Map 8 F5.

Tel 01 44 41 88 88.

La Hune

170 bd St-Germain

75006. Map 8 D4.

Tel 07 45 48 35 85.

Red Wheelbarrow
Bookstore

22 rue St-Paul 75004.
Map 10 D4.

Tel 01 48 04 75 08.
www.theredwheel
barrow.com

Shakespeare & Co
37 rue de la Blcherie
75005.

Map 9 A4.

Tel 07 43 25 40 93.

W H Smith

248 rue de Rivoli 75001.
Map 7 C1.

Tel 01 44 77 88 99.

SPECIALTY STORES

A La Civette
157 rue St-Honoré
75001.

Map 8 F2.

Tel 01 42 96 04 99.

Au Nain Bleu

5 bd Malesherbes 75008.
Map 3 C5.

Tel 01 42 65 20 00.
www.aunainbleu.com
One of several branches.

Cassegrain

422 rue St-Honoré
75008.

Map 3 C5.

Tel 01 42 60 20 08.
www.cassegrain.fr.
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Food and Drink

Paris is as famous for food as it is for fashion.
Gastronomic treats include foie gras, cold meats from
the charcuterie, cheese, and wine. Certain streets are so
overflowing with food stores that you can put together a
picnic for 20 in no time: try the rue Montorgueil (see
Map 9 A1). The rue Rambuteau, running on either side
of the Pompidou Center, has a marvelous row of fish

stores and delicatessens.

BREAD AND CAKES

CHOCOLATE

There is a vast range of
breads and pastries in France’s
capital. The baguette is often
translated as “French bread;”
a bdtard is similar but thicker,
while a ficelle is thinner. A
fougasse is a crusty, flat loaf
often filled with onions,
cheese, herbs, or spices.

Croissants can be bought
ordinaire or au beurre — the
latter is flakier and more
buttery. Pain au chocolat is a
chocolate-filled pastry eaten
for breakfast, and chausson
aux pommes is filled with
apples. There are also pear,
plum, and rhubarb variations.
A pain aux raisins is a bread-
like wheel filled with custard
and raisins.

Poilane sells perhaps the
only bread in Paris known by
the name of its baker (the late
Lionel, brother of Max) and
his hearty wholewheat loaves
are tremendously popular.

Many think Ganachaud
bakes the best bread in Paris.
Thirty different kinds,
including ingredients such as
walnuts and fruit, are made in
the old-fashioned ovens.

Les Panetons is a good
chain bakery. Favorites here
include five-grain bread,
sesame rolls, and mouchoir
aux pommes, a variation on
the traditional chausson.

Many of the Jewish
delicatessens have the best
ryes and the only pumper-
nickels in town. One of the
best is Sacha Finkelsztajn.

Le Moulin de la Vierge uses
a wood fire to bake organic
breads and rich pound cakes.
J L Poujauran is known for
his black-olive bread and nut-
and-raisin wholegrain breads.

Pierre Hermé is to cakes
what Chanel is to fashion,
while Ladurée’s macaroons
are legendary.

Like all food in France,
chocolate is to be savored.
Christian Constant’s low-sugar
creations are made with pure
cocoa and are known to
connoisseurs. Dalloyau makes
all types of chocolate and is
not too expensive (it is also
known for its patisserie and
cold meats). Fauchon is world
famous for its luxury food
products. Its chocolates are
excellent, as is the patisserie.
Robert Linxe at La Maison du
Chocolat is constantly
inventing fresh, rich
chocolates with mouth-
watering exotic ingredients.
Richart boasts beautifully
presented and hugely
expensive chocolates, which
are usually coated with dark
chocolate or liqueur-filled.

CHARCUTERIE AND
FOIE GRAS

Charcuteries often sell cheese,
snails, truffles, smoked
salmon, caviar, and wine as
well as cold meats. Fauchon
has a good grocery, as does
the department store Le Bon
Marché. Hédiard is a luxury
store similar to Fauchon, and
Maison de la Truffe sells foie
gras and sausages as well as
truffles. For Beluga caviar,
Georgian tea, and Russian
vodka, go to Petrossian.

The Lyon and Auvergne
regions of France are the best
known for their charcuterie,
and Chrétienne Jean-Jacques
sells excellent examples.
Maison Pou is a sparklingly
clean and popular store
selling pdté en croute (paté
baked in pastry), boudins
(black and white puddings),
Lyonnais sausages, ham, and
foie gras. Just off the Champs-
Elysées, Vignon has superb
Jfoie gras and Lyonnais

sausages as well as popular
prepared food.

Together with truffles and
caviar, foie gras is the ultimate
in gourmet food. Though
most specialty food stores sell
Jfoie gras, you can be sure of
quality at Comtesse du Barry,
which has six outlets in Paris.
Divay is relatively inexpensive
and will ship overseas.
Labeyrie has a range of
beautifully packaged foie gras
suitable for giving as presents.

CHEESE

Although camembert is
undoubtedly a favorite, there
is an overwhelming range of
cheeses available and a
friendly fromager will always
help you choose. Marie-Anne
Cantin is one of the leading
figures in the fight to protect
traditional production methods,
and her fine cheeses are
available from the store that
she inherited from her father.
Some say that Alléosse is the
best cheese delicatessen in
Paris — all the cheeses are
made according to traditional
methods. Crémerie
Quatrehomme sells farm-
made cheeses, many of which
are in danger of becoming
extinct; these include a rare
and delicious truffle Brie
(when in season). Le Jardin
Fromager is one of the best
stores in Paris for all types of
cheese — the chevre (goat’s
cheese) is particularly good,
as are the camemberts au
lait cru (cheese made with
unpasteurized milk), which
ooze over the plate.
Barthélémy in the rue de
Grenelle has a truly excep-
tional Roquefort. Androuét
is a Parisian institution with
several branches across the
city. Try a pungent Munster or
a really ripe Brie. A charming
cheese store, La Fermette,
offers a dazzling array of
dairy products, which the
staff will encase in plastic for
the journey home, imperative
when bringing cheese
through customs.
Well-heeled locals line up
in the street to buy oozing
livarot and sharp chévre from
La Fromagerie d'Auteuil.
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WINE

The chain store which has
practically cornered the
everyday tippling market is
Nicolas — there is a branch in
every neighborhood with a
range of wines to suit all
pockets. As a rule, the sales-
people are knowledgeable
and helpful. Try the charming
Legrand Filles et Fils for a
carefully chosen selection of
high-end champagnes. Caves

Taillevent on the rue du
Faubourg-St-Honoré is worth
a sightseeing tour. It is an
enormous, overwhelming
cellar with some of the most
expensive wine.

Cave Péret on the rue
Daguerre has a vast selection
of wines and can offer
personal advice to help you
with your purchase. The
beautiful Ryst-Dupeyron, in
the St-Germain quarter,
displays whiskies, wines,
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ports, and Monsieur Ryst’s
own Armagnac. He will even
personalize a bottle for that
special occasion.

Other great wine stores
include Lavinia, which is the
largest in Europe, and, by
contrast, Renaud Michel at
Place de la Nation, whose
small boutique is very well
stocked and well connected.
The staff in Les Caves Augé
are also very knowledgeable
and friendly.

BREAD AND CAKES

Ganachaud

226 rue des Pyrénées
75020. Tel 01 43 58 42
62.

J L Poujauran

20 rue Jean-Nicot 75007.
Map 6 F2.

Tel 01 43 17 35 20.

Ladurée

75 av des Champs-Elysées
75008. Map 2 F5.

Tel 01 40 75 08 75.

Le Moulin de la
Vierge

105 rue Vercingétorix
75014. Map 11 Ad. Tel
01 4543 09 84.

Les Panetons

113 rue Mouffetard
75005. Map 13 B2.
Tel 01 47 07 12 08.

Pierre Hermé

72 rue Bonaparte 75006.
Map 8 E4.

Tel 071 43 54 47 77.

Poilane

8 rue du Cherche-Midi
75006. Map 8 D4.
Tel 07 45 48 42 59.

Sacha Finkelsztajn
27 rue des Rosiers 75004.
Map 9 C3.

Tel 01 42 72 78 91

CHOCOLATE

Christian Constant
37 rue d'Assas 75006.
Map 12 E1.

Tel 071 53 63 15 15.

Dalloyau

101rue du Faubourg-St-
Honoré 75008. Map 3 B5.
Tel 01 42 99 90 00.

Fauchon

26 pl de la Madeleine
75008. Map 3 C5.
Tel 01 70 39 38 00.

La Maison du
Chocolat
225 rue du Faubourg-St-

Honoré 75008. Map 2 E3.

Tel 01 42 27 39 44.

Richart

258 bd St-Germain

75007. Map 7 C2.

Tel 01 45 55 66 00.

CHARCUTERIE AND
FOIE GRAS

Chrétienne Jean-
Jacques

58 rue des Martyrs
75009. Map 4 F2.
Tel 07 48 78 96 45.

Comtesse du Barry
1 rue de Sévres 75006.
Map 8 D4.

Tel 07 45 48 32 04.

Divay
4 rue Bayen 75017. Map
2D2.Tel 0143 80 16 97.

Hédiard

21 pl de la Madeleine
75008. Map C5.

Tel 071 43 12 88 88.

Labeyrie

11 rue d'Auteuil 75016.
Map 5 AS.

Tel 071 4224 17 62.

Le Bon Marché

24 rue de Sevres 75007.
Map 7 C5.

Tel 01 44 39 80 00.

Maison de la Truffe
19 pl de la Madeleine
75008. Map 3 C5.

Tel 071 42 65 53 22.

Maison Pou

16 av des Ternes 75017.
Map 2 D3.

Tel 01 43 80 19 24.

Petrossian

18 bd Latour-Maubourg
75007. Map 7 A2.
Tel 0144 1132 22.

Vignon

14 rue Marbeuf 75008.
Map 2 F5.

Tel 01 47 20 24 26.

CHEESE

Alléosse

13 rue Poncelet 75017.
Map 2 E3.

Tel 01 46 22 50 45.

Androuét

134 rue Mouffetard
75005. Map 13 B1.
Tel 01 45 87 85 05.

Barthélémy

51 rue de Grenelle
75007. Map 8 D4.
Tel 01 45 48 56 75.

Crémerie
Quatrehomme

62 rue de Sévres 75007.
Map 7 C5.

Tel 01 47 34 33 45.

La Fermette

86 rue Montorgeuil
75002.

Map 9 A1.

Tel 01 42 36 70 96.

La Fromagerie
d'Auteuil

58 rue d'Auteuil 75016.
Map 5 AS5.

Tel 01 45 25 07 10.

Le Jardin Fromager

53 rue Oberkampf 75011.

Map 10 ET.
Tel 01 48 05 19 96.

Marie-Anne Cantin
12 rue du Champ-de-
Mars 75007. Map 6 F3.
Tel 01 45 50 43 94.

WINE

Les Caves Augé

116 bd Haussman 75008.
Map 3 C4.

Tel 01 4522 16 97.

Cave Péret

6 rue Daguerre
75014.

Map 12 D4.

Tel 01 43 22 08 64.

Caves Taillevent

199 rue du Faubourg-St-
Honoré 75008. Map 2 F3.
Tel 01 45 61 14 09.

Lavinia

3-5 bd de la Madeleine
75008.

Map 4 D5.

Tel 01 42 97 20 20

Legrand Filles
et Fils

1 rue de la Banque
75002.

Map 8 F1.

Tel 01 42 60 07 12.

Nicolas

35 bd Malesherbes
75008.

Map 3 C5.

Tel 01 42 65 00 85.

Renaud Michel
12 pl de la Nation
75012.

Tel 07 43 07 98 93.

Ryst-Dupeyron
79 rue du Bac 75007.
Map 8 D3.

Tel 01 45 48 80 93.
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Arts and Antiques

In Paris you can either buy art and antiques from stores
and galleries with established reputations, or from flea
markets and avant-garde galleries. Many of the presti-
gious antiques stores and galleries are located around
the rue du Faubourg-St-Honoré and are worth a visit
even if you can’t afford to buy. On the Left Bank is Le
Carré Rive Gauche, an organization of 30 antiques dealers.

EXPORTING

Objets d’art over 50 years old,
worth more than a given
amount, will require a
Certificat pour un bien
culturel to be exported
(provided by the vendor),
plus a licence d’exportation
for non-EU countries. Seek
professional advice from the
large antique stores. The
Centre des Renseignements
des Douanes has a booklet,
Bulletin Officiel des Douanes,
with all the details.

ANTIQUES

Louvre des Antiquaires
comprises 250 stores selling
mainly expensive, quality
furniture. Many of the
prestigious antiques stores are
are near rue du Faubourg-St-
Honoré including Didier
Aaron, expert on furniture
from the 17th and 18th
centuries. Village St-Paul is
the most charming group of
antiques shops and is also
open on Sundays. In the
south of the city, Le Village
Suisse also groups many art
and antiques dealers.

ART GALLERIES

If you wish to buy antiques,
you might like to stroll
around the areas that boast
the most galleries — in Le
Carré Rive Gauche around
quai Malaquais, try L'Arc en
Seine and Anne-Sophie Duval

for Art Nouveau and Art Deco.

Rue Jacob is still one of the
best places to seek beautiful
objects, antique or modern.
Close to the Louvre, the

Established art galleries are
located on or around the
avenue Montaigne. The Louise
Leiris gallery was founded by
D.H. Kahnweiler, the dealer
who “discovered” both
Georges Braque and Pablo
Picasso. The gallery still shows
Cubist masterpieces.

On the Left Bank Galerie
Maeght has a tremendous
stock of paintings at prices to
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suit most budgets; he also
publishes fine art books.

Rue Louise-Weiss, known
as Scene Est, has become the
area for cutting-edge
creativity and innovation. The
Air de Paris gallery is popular.

In the Marais try Yvon
Lambert and Galerie du Jour
Agnés B, in the Bastille,
Lavignes-Bastille and L et M
Durand-Dessert, also a
fashionable place to buy
catalogs on new artists, if
not their works.

AUCTION HOUSES

The great Paris auction center,
in operation since 1858, is
Drouot-Richelieu. Bidding can
be intimidating since most of
it is done by dealers. Beware
of the auctioneer’s high-speed
patter. La Gazette de L'Hotel
Drouot tells you which
auctions are coming up when.
Drouot-Richelieu also has its
own auction catalog. The
house only accepts cash and
French checks, but there is

an exchange desk in-house. A
10-15 percent commission to
the house is charged, so
remember to add it onto any
price you hear. You may view
from 1lam-6pm on the day
before the sale, and from
11am to noon on the morning
of the sale.

EXPORTING

Centre des
Renseignements
des Douanes

Tel 08 11 20 44 44.
www.douane.gouv.fr

ANTIQUES

Anne-Sophie Duval
5 quai Malaquais 75006.
Map 8 E3.

Tel 01 43 54 51 16.
www.annesophieduval.
com

L’Arc en Seine
31 rue de Seine
75006.

Map 8 E3.

Tel 01 4329 11 02.

Didier Aaron
118 rue du Faubourg-St-

Honoré 75008. Map 3 C5.

Tel 01 47 42 47 34.
www_didieraaron-cie.com

Louvre des
Antiquaires

2 pl du Palais Royal 75001.
Map 8 E2.

Tel 01 42 97 27 27.

Village St-Paul
Between the quai des
Célestins, the rue St-Paul
and the rue Charlemagne
75004. Map 9 C4.

Le Village Suisse

78 av de Suffren 75015.
Map 6 E4.
www.levillagesuisseparis.
com

ART GALLERIES

Air de Paris

32 rue Louise-Weiss
75013. Map 14 E4.
Tel 01 4423 02 77.

Galerie du Jour
Agnés B

44 rue Quincampoix
75004. Map 9 B2.
Tel 01 44 54 55 90.

Galerie Maeght
42 rue du Bac 75007.
Map 8 D3.

Tel 07 45 48 45 15.

L et M Durand-
Dessert

28 rue de Lappe 75011.

Map 10 F4.
Tel 01 48 06 92 23.

Lavignes-Bastille
27 rue de Charonne
75011. Map 10 F4.
Tel 071 47 00 88 18.

Louise Leiris

47 rue de Monceau
75008. Map 3 A3.

Tel 01 45 63 28 85.

Yvon Lambert

108 rue Vieille-du-Temple
75003. Map 10 D2.
Tel 01 42 71 09 33.

AUCTION HOUSES

Drouot-Richelieu
9 rue Drouot 75009.
Map 4 F4.

Tel 07 48 00 20 20.
www.drouot.fr
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Markets

For eye-catching displays of wonderful food or a lively
shopping atmosphere, there is no better place than a
Paris market. There are large covered food markets,
markets where stalls change regularly, and permanent
street markets. Some of the more famous markets, with
approximate opening times, follows. While you are
enjoying browsing round the stalls, remember to keep
an eye on your money and be prepared to bargain.

FOOD MARKETS

The French still shop daily,
hence food markets are
always packed. Most fruit and
vegetable markets are open
from around 8am-1pm and
from 4-7pm Tuesday to
Saturday, and from 9am-1pm
Sunday. Watch out for rotten
produce — buy produce loose,
not in boxes. A little language
is useful for specifying pas
trop milr (not too ripe), or
pour manger ce soir (to be
eaten tonight).

FLEA MARKETS

It is often said that you can
no longer find bargains at the
Paris flea markets. Though this
may be true, it is still worth
going to one for the sheer
fun of browsing. Whether you
pick up any real bargains has
as much to do with luck as
with judgement. Often the
sellers themselves have little
or no idea of the true value
of their goods — which can
work either for or against
you. The biggest and most
famous market, incorporating
several smaller ones, is the
Marché aux Puces de St-Ouen.
Keep an eye on your wallet,
as pickpockets frequent these
markets.

Marché d’Aligre

Pl d'Aligre 75012. Map 10 F5. [Y]]
Ledru-Rollin. ] 9am-1pm & 4-
7:30pm Tue-Sat, 9am—-1:30pm Sun.

Reminiscent of a Moroccan bazaar,
this must be the cheapest and
liveliest market in the city. Here
traders hawk ingredients such as
North African olives, groundnuts,
and hot peppers, and there are
even a few halal butchers. Stalls
on the square sell mostly second-
hand clothes and bric-a-brac. This
is a less affluent area of town with
few tourists and many Parisians.

Marché Enfant Rouges

39 rue de Bretagne 75003. Map 10
D2. [Y]] Temple, Filles-du-Calvaire.
[ 8:30am-1pm, 4-7pm Tue-Sat
(until 8om Fri, Sat), 8:30am-2pm Sun.

This part-covered fruit and
vegetable market dates from 1620.
Famous for the freshness of its
produce, on Sunday mornings
street singers and accordionists
help enliven the proceedings.
There are also plenty of cheap
eateries here.

Marché Raspail

75006. Map 8 D4. [Y]] Rennes.
[ 7am-2:30pm Tue & Fri,
9am-3pm Sun.

Conveniently situated between
Montparnasse and St-Germain,
Raspail market sells fresh produce
during the week and organic only
produce on Sundays.

Marché St-Germain

4-8 rue Lobineau 75006. Map 8 E4.
[¥] Mabillon. [} 8am-1pm, 4-8pm
Tue-Sat, 8am—1:30pm Sun.
St-Germain is one of the few
covered markets left in Paris. Here
you can buy Italian, Mexican,
Greek, Asian, and organic produce.

Rue Montorgueil

75001 & 75002. Map 9 A1.
[M Les Halles. [} 9am-7pm daily
(subject to change).

The paved rue Montorgueil is
what remains of the old Les Halles
market. Here you can buy exotic
fruit and vegetables like green
bananas and yams, or sample
offerings from the delicatessens.
Expect high prices.

Rue Mouffetard

75005. Map 13 B2. [J[] P Monge.
[ 8am-1pm Tue-Sun.

This is one of the oldest market
streets in Paris, and although it has
become touristy it is still a
charming winding street full of
quality food. There is also a lively
African market down the nearby
side street of rue Daubenton.

Rue Poncelet

75017. Map 2 E3. [[]] Ternes.

[ 8am-noon, 4-7:30pm Tue-Sat,
8am-12:30pm Sun.

Situated away from the main
tourist areas, this market street is
worth visiting for its authentic
French atmosphere. Choose from
many bakeries, patisseries, and
charcuteries.

Marché de la Porte
de Vanves

Av Georges-Lafenestre & av Marc-
Sangnier 75014. [Y]] Porte-de-Vanves.
[ 7am-3 or 5pm, & 7am-5pm Sat
& Sun respectively.

Porte de Vanves is a small market
selling good-quality bric-a-brac
and junk as well as some second-
hand furniture. It’s best to get to
the market early on Saturday
morning for the best choice of
wares. Artists exhibit nearby.

Marché aux Puces de
Montreuil

Porte de Montreuil, 93 Montreuil
75020. [Y] Porte-de-Montreuil.
[ 8am-6pm Sat, Sun & Mon.

Go early to the Porte de Montreuil
flea market, where you'll have a
better chance of picking up a
bargain. The substantial second-
hand clothes section attracts many
young people. Stalls sell
everything from used bicycles to
bric-a-brac and exotic spices.

Marché aux Puces de
St-Ouen

(see p134.)

This is the most well known, the
most crowded, and the most
expensive of all the flea markets.
Here you'll find a range of
markets, locals dealing from their
car trunks, and a number of large
buildings packed with stalls. Some
of them are very upmarket; others
sell junk. A Guide des Puces
(guide to the flea markets) can be
obtained from the information
kiosk in the Marché Biron on the
rue des Rosiers.

Rue de Seine and
Rue de Buci

75006. Map 8 E4. [] Odéon.
[ 8am-1pm, 4-7pm Tue-Sat,
9am-1pm Sun.

The stalls here are expensive
and crowded but sell quality
fruit and vegetables. There is
also a large flower shop and two
excellent patisseries.
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ENTERTAINMENT IN PARIS

hether your preference
is for classical drama,
avant-garde theater,

ballet, opera or jazz, cinema, or
dancing the night away, Paris has
it all. There is plenty of free enter-
tainment, too, from the street per-
formers outside the Pompidou
Center to musicians busking all
over town and in the metros.
Parisians themselves like nothing
better than strolling along the boule-
vards or sitting at a sidewalk café

The glass facade of the Bastille Opéra

BUYING TICKETS

Depending on the event,
tickets can often be bought at
the door, but for popular
events it is wiser to purchase
tickets in advance at the FNAC
chains or Virgin Megastore.
Theater box offices open
daily from about 11lam—7pm.
Most accept credit card reser-
vations by telephone.

THEATER

From the grandeur of the
Comeédie Frangaise to slapstick
farce and avant-garde drama,
theater is flourishing, both in
Paris and in its suburbs.
Founded in 1680 by royal
decree, the Comédie
Francaise is the bastion of

5
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underground auditorium in the
Art Deco Palais de Chaillot, the
Théatre National de Chaillot is
famed for staging some very
lively productions of European
classics. The Théatre National
de la Colline specializes in
contemporary drama.

Among the most important
of the serious independents is
the Comédie des Champs-
Elysées, while for over 100
years the Palais Royal has
been known as the temple of
risqué farce. The café theaters
such as Théatre d’Edgar and
Le Point Virgule are always
good venues for seeing the best
of the emerging new talent.

~ nursing a drink as they watch

the world go by. If, however,

you’re looking for the ulti-

mate “Oh la-la!” experience,

" you can visit any of the cele-
brated nightclubs.

Spectator sports fans have
tennis, the Tour de France, or horse
racing. Recreation centers and gyms

cater to the more active. And for
those disposed to more leisurely
pursuits, there is always a quiet game
of boules to be played in the park.

In the summer, street theater
thrives in tourist areas such as
the Pompidou Center, Les
Halles, and St-Germain-des-
Prés. Open-air performances
of Shakespeare and classic
French plays are given at the
Shakespeare Garden in the
Bois de Boulogne.

CLASSICAL MUSIC

Paris has many first-class venues
with an excellent range of
opera, classical, and contem-
porary music productions.
Opened in 1989, the stylish,
2,700-seat Opéra National de
Paris Bastille stages classic
and modern operas. The
beautifully renovated Opéra
National Garnier puts on
mostly ballets.

The Salle Pleyel is Paris’s
principal concert hall, housing
the Orchestre de Paris and
Radio France’s Philharmonic
Orchestra. Both the Théatre
des Champs-Elysées and the
Théatre du Chatelet are
recommended for their varied
high-quality programs. Venues
for chamber music include
the Salle Gaveau and the
Théatre de la Ville. The Cité

LISTINGS MAGAZINES

Pariscope, Zurban, and L Officiel des

Spectacles are the best listings
magazines in Paris. Published

every Wednesday, you can pick
them up at any newsstand. Le Figaro
also has a good listings section on
Wednesdays. 7he City is published
quarterly in English, and is available
at news-stands or W H Smith

(see p145).

French theater, aiming to keep
classical drama in the public
eye and to perform works by
the best modern playwrights.
Formerly the second theater
of the Comédie Francaise, the
Odéon Théatre de I’'Europe
now specializes in plays from
other countries, performed in
their original language. In an
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The famous silhouette of the Moulin Rouge nightclub

de la Musique in the Parc de
la Villette is one of Paris” most
vibrant concert halls. The
venue is renowned for its
eclectic music programs and
workshops, while the museum
charts the history of music, and
exhibits over 4,000 instruments.

DANCE

The French are very vocal in
their appreciation or dislike
of dance, and those who fail
to please are subjected to
boos, hisses, and mass walk-
outs in mid-performance.

The opulent Opéra National
Garnier has space for 450
artists and is home to the
Ballet de I'Opéra de Paris,
which has earned a reputation
as one of the best classical
ballet companies in the world.
Government support has
helped the Théatre de la Ville
to become Paris’s most
important venue for modern
dance, with subsidies keeping
ticket costs relatively low.

The Maison des Arts de
Créteil stages famous over-
seas companies, as well as its
own much praised productions.

CLUBS AND CABARET

Music in Paris clubs tends to
follow the trends set in the
U.S. and Britain. Only a few
clubs such as Balajo, once
frequented by Edith Piaf, and
the ultrahip Showcase, under
the Alexandre 111 bridge, are
genuinely up-to-the-minute
with their music.

La Locomotive attracts a
mixed crowd to its three-level
mainstream house nights. Les
Bains is the old standby
nightspot attracting fashion
and show business people.

For comedy in English, try La
Java. The stage of this club,
where Edith Piaf once per-
formed, now showcases Brit-
ish and American comedians.
When it comes to picking a
cabaret, the rule of thumb is
simple: the better known
places are best. The Folies-
Bergére is the oldest music
hall in Paris and probably the
most famous in the world. It
is closely rivaled by the Lido
and the Moulin Rouge, birth-
place of the cancan. Paradis
Latin is the most “French”
cabaret in the city. It shows
variety acts whose sketches
are enlivened by remarkable
special effects and scenery.

ROCK, JAZZ AND
WORLD MUSIC

The top international acts are
usually to be found at the
enormous arenas such as
Palais Omnisports Paris-Bercy
or the Zénith. For a more
intimate atmosphere, the
legendary Olympia has
assigned seating and good
acoustics. To hear indigenous
rock groups like Les Negresses
Vertes and Mano Negra go to
La Cigale or Elysée-Mont-
martre in the Pigalle area.
Jazz-crazy Paris has innu-
merable packed clubs where
the best talent in the world
can be heard on any evening.
All the great jazz musicians
have performed at New
Morning, which also hosts
African, Brazilian, and other
sounds. For Dixieland go to
Le Petit Journal St-Michel.
World music and jazz lovers
alike can see top acts and
dance until dawn at the excel-
lent Chapelle des Lombards.
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The spectacular fagade of the Opéra National Garnier
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MOVIES

Paris is the world’s capital of
film appreciation. It was the
cradle of the cinematograph
nearly 100 years ago. Then in
the late 1950s and early 1960s
the city nurtured that very
Parisian vanguard movement,
the New Wave, when movie
directors such as Francois
Truffaut and Jean-Luc Godard
revolutionized the way mov-
ies were made and perceived.

There are now more than
370 screens within the city
limits, distributed among over
100 movie theaters. Most are
concentrated in cinema belts,
which enjoy the added appeal
of nearby restaurants and
stores. The Champs-Elysées
has the densest movie theater
strip in town, where you can
see the latest Hollywood smash
or French auteur triumph, as
well as some classic re-issues.

In the vicinity of the Opéra
de Paris Garnier, the theaters
in the Grands Boulevards in-
clude two notable landmarks:
the 2,800-seat Le Grand Rex,
with its Baroque decor, and
the Max Linder Panorama,
which was completely refur-
bished in the 1980s. The
place de Clichy is the last
Parisian stronghold of Pathé,
while the hub of Right Bank
cinema is in the Forum des
Halles mall. France’s largest
screen is at La Géode.

On the Left Bank, Odéon-
St-Germain-des-Prés has taken
over from the Latin Quarter as
the city’s heartland for art and
repertory movie theaters. The
huge MK2 Bibliothéque points
to the future with its collec-
tion of 14 screens, a bar,
stores, and exhibition space.

The dome of the 2,800-seat Le Grand Rex movie theater

SPORTS

Paris is host to some of the
foremost sporting events in
the world. City-wide frenzy
sweeps Paris when the Tour
de France bicycle race finish-
es there in July. From late
May to mid-June Parisians
live and breathe tennis during
the Roland Garros national
tennis championship. The
Prix de I'Arc de Triomphe,
held at the Hippodrome de

THE CELEBRATED CAFES OF PARIS

Longchamp on the first Sun-
day in October, provides the
opportunity to see the rich in
all their finery as well as first-
class flat racing.

The Palais Omnisports
Paris-Bercy is the venue for a
vast range of events, in-
cluding the Paris tennis open,
and rock concerts, as is the
new Stade de France at St-
Denis. Parc des Princes is
home to Paris’s top football
team, Paris St-Germain.

One of the most enduring images of Paris is
the Left Bank café scene where great artists,
writers, and eminent intellectuals consorted.
Before World War I, hordes of Russian
revolutionaries, including Lenin and Trotsky,
whiled away their days in the Rotonde and
the Déme in Montparnasse. In the 1920s,
Surrealists dominated café life. Later came the
American writers led by Ernest Hemingway
and F. Scott Fitzgerald, whose haunts included
La Coupole. After World War II, Jean-Paul
Sartre and other Existentialists shifted the

cultural scene northward to St-Germain. Newspaper reading remains a typical café pastime




ENTERTAINMENT

IN PARIS

BUYING TICKETS

FNAC

26 av des Ternes 75017.
Map 2 D3.

Tel 08 25 02 00 20.
Forum Les Halles, 1 rue
Pierre Lescot 75001. Map
9 A2. Tel 08 25 02 00 20.
www.fnac.com

Virgin Megastore
52-60 av des Champs-
Elysées 75008. Map 2 F5.
Tel 07 49 53 50 00.
www.virginmegastore.fr

THEATER

Comédie des
Champs-Elysées

15 av Montaigne 75008.
Map 6 F1.

Tel 071 532399 19.

Comédie Francaise
1 pl Colette 75001.
Map 8 E1. Tel 08 25 10
16 80. www.comedie-
francaise.fr

Odéon Théatre de
I'Europe

Ateliers Berthier, 8 bd
Berthier 75017. Map 4 D1.
Tel 01 44 85 40 40.
www.theatre-odeon. fr

Palais Royal

38 rue Montpensier
75001. Map 8 E1.
Tel 01 42 97 40 00.

Le Point Virgule
7 rue Ste-Croix de la
Bretonnerie 75004. Map
9 C3. Tel 01 42 78 67 03.

Théatre d'Edgar
58 bd Edgar-Quinet
75014. Map 12 D2.
Tel 07 42 79 97 97.

Théatre National de
Chaillot

Pl du Trocadéro 75016.
Map 5 C2.

Tel 01 53 65 30 00.

Théatre National
de la Colline

15 rue Malte-Brun 75020.
Tel 01 44 62 52 52.

CLASSICAL MUSIC

Cité de la Musique
221 av Jean-Jaures 75019.
Tel 01 44 84 44 84.
www.cite-musique.fr

DIRECTORY

Opéra National de
Paris Bastille

120 rue de Lyon 75012.
Map 10 E4.

Tel 08 92 89 90 90.
www.operadeparis.fr

Opéra National
de Paris Garnier
Pl de I'Opera 75009. Map
4 E5. Tel 08 92 89 90 90.

Salle Gaveau

45 rue la Boétie 75008.
Map 3 B4.

Tel 07 49 53 05 07.
www.sallegaveau.com

Salle Pleyel

252 rue du Faubourg St-
Honoré 75008. Map 2 E3.
Tel 01 4256 13 13
www sallepleyel.fr

Théatre des
Champs-Elysées

15 av Montaigne 75008.
Map 6 F1. Tel 07 49 52
50 00. www.theatre
deschampselysees.fr

Théatre du Chatelet
Pl du Chatelet 75001.
Map 9 A3.

Tel 01 40 28 28 40.
www.chatelet-theatre.
com

Théatre de la Ville
2 pl du Chatelet 75004.
Map 9 A3.

Tel 0142 7422 77.
www.theatredelaville-
paris.com

DANCE

Maison des Arts

de Créteil

Pl Salvador Allende 94000
Créteil. Tel 07 45 13 19 19.
www.maccreteil.com

Opéra Garnier
(See Classical Music.)

Théatre de la Ville
(See Classical Music.)

CLUBS AND
CABARET

Les Bains

7 rue du Bourg-L'Abbé
75003. Map 9 B1.

Tel 07 53 07 40 60.

Balajo

9 rue de Lappe 75011.
Map 10 E4. Tel 09 54 94
54 09. www.balajo.fr

Folies-Bergére

32 rue Richer 75009.
Tel 08 92 68 16 50.
www.foliesbergere.com

La Java

105 rue du Faubourg-du-
Temple 75010.

Tel 01 42 02 20 52.

La Locomotive

90 bd de Clichy 75018.
Map 4 D1.

Tel 01 56 55 52 04.

Lido

116 bis av des Champs-
Elysées 75008. Map 2 E4.
Tel 07 40 76 56 10.
www.lido.fr

Moulin Rouge

82 bd de Clichy 75018.
Map 4 E1. Tel 01 53 09 82
82. www.moulinrouge.fr

Paradis Latin

28 rue du Cardinal-
Lemoine 75005. Map 9
B5. Tel 07 43 25 28 28.

Showcase

Porte des Champs-Elysées
75007. Map 7 A1.

Tel 01 45 61 09 76.
www.showcase.fr

ROCK, JAZZ, AND
WORLD MUSIC

Chapelle des
Lombards

19 rue de Lappe 75011.
Map 10 F4.

Tel 01 43 57 24 24.

La Cigale

120 bd Rochechouart
75018. Map 4 F2.
Tel 07 49 25 89 99.

Elysée-Montmartre
72 bd Rochechouart
75018. Map 4 F2.

Tel 01 44 92 45 36.

New Morning
7-9 rue des Petites-
Ecuries 75010.
Tel 01 45 23 51 41.

Olympia

28 bd des Capucines
75009. Map 4 D5. Tel 08
92 68 33 68. www.
olympiahall.com

Palais Omnisports
Paris-Bercy

8 bd de Bercy 75012.
Map 14 F2. Tel 08 92 39
04 90. www ticketnet.fr

Le Petit Journal St-
Michel

71 bd St-Michel 75005.
Map 12 F1.

Tel 01 43 26 28 59.
Zénith

211 av de Jean-Jaurés
75019. Tel 08 90 71 02 07.
www.|e-zenith.com

MOVIES

La Géode

26 av Corentin-Cariou
75019.

[¥ 0892 68 45 40.

Le Grand Rex

1 bd Poissonniére 75002.
[ﬂ 08 92 68 05 96.
www.legrandrex.com

Max Linder
Panorama

24 bd Poissonniere
75009.

[¥ 08926800 31.

MK2 Bibliotheque
128-162 av de France
75013. [ 08 92 69 84
84. www.mk2.com

SPORTS

Hippodrome de
Longchamp

Bois de Boulogne 75016.
Tel 01 44 30 75 00.

Palais Omnisports
Paris-Bercy
(see Rock section)

Stade de France
93210 La Plaine St-Denis
Tel 08 92 70 09 00.
www stadedefrance.fr

Parc des Princes

24 rue du Commandant-
Guilbaud 75016.

Tel 3275.

Stade Roland
Garros

2 av Gordon-Bennett
75016. Tel 01 47 43 48
00. www fft.fr
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PARIS STREET FINDER

he map references given with only the main sightseeing areas but
sights, stores, and entertain- also the most important districts for
ment venues described in hotels, restaurants, shopping,
the Paris section of the guide and entertainment venues.
wl refer to the maps on the fol- The key map below shows
lowing pages. Map references the area of Paris covered by
are also given for Paris hotels the Street Finder, with the
(see pp550-5) and restaurants arrondissement numbers for
(pp600-6), and for useful ad- the various districts. The sym-
dresses in the Travelers’ Needs and bols used for sights and other
Survival Guide sections at the back features on the Street Finder
of the book. The maps include not maps are listed opposite.

Paris is divided into 20
arrondissements, outlined
in orange and numbered
on this map.
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PARIS

HOW THE MAP
REFERENCES WORK

The first figure tells you
which Street Finder map to
turn to.

Hptel de Ville ®

Pl de I'H6tel-de-Ville 75004.

Map 9 Tel 01 42 76 40 40.

[Y] Hoteltde-Ville. [ to groups:
phone toarrange (01 42 76 54 04).
publig hols and for official

/’9 functiond (phone to check).

The letter and number give

the grid reference. Letters go

across the map’s top and
i bottom; figures on its sides.
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KEY TO STREET FINDE

The map continues on
page 13 of the Street

Finder.
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PARIS AND

ILE DE FRANCE

Paris as its hub, Ile de France ex-
tends well beyond the densely
populated suburbs of the city. Its rich
countryside incorporates a historic
royal region of monumental splen-
dour central to “la gloire de la France.”
The region became a favorite with
French royalty after Francois I trans-
formed Fontainebleau into a Renais-
sance palace in 1528. Louis XIV kept
the Tle de France as the political axis
of the country when he started build-
ing Versailles in 1661. This Classical
chiteau created by the combined
genius of Le Notre, Le Vau, Le Brun, and
Jules Hardouin-Mansart is France’s
most visited sight. It stands as a

Set at the heart of France, with

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

ILE DE FRANCE

monument to the power of the Sun
King and is still used for state occa-
sions. Rambouillet, closely linked with
Louis XVI, is now the summer resi-
dence of the French president, while
Malmaison was the favorite home of
Empress Josephine. To the north, the
Chateau d’Ecouen offers a showcase
of Renaissance life and to the south
Vaux-le-Vicomte boasts some of the
loveliest formal gardens in France.
Nourished by the Seine and Marne
rivers, the Ile de France is a patchwork
of chalky plains, wheatfields and forests.
The serene, poplar-lined avenues and
rustic charm of the region have been
an inspiration to painters such as Corot,
Rousseau, Pissarro, and Cézanne.

Chateaux and Museums
Chateau de Dampierre @
Chiteau de Fontainebleau @
Chateau de Malmaison @
Chiteau de Rambouillet @
Chateau de Sceaux @

Towns
Provins @

Chateau de Versailles @
Musée National de la
Renaissance @

0 kilometers

Theme Parks
Disneyland Resort Paris @

St-Germain-en-Laye @ KEY

| Greater Paris

Abbeys and Churches ac
Abbaye de Royaumont @ =]
Chateau de Vaux-le-Vicomte @ Basilique St-Denis @

Central Paris

International airport

Highway

Major road

0 miles

= Minor road

ILE DE FRANCE

<] Magnificent formal gardens at the Chateau Vaux-le-Vicomte
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The vaulted Gothic refectory of
Abbaye de Royaumont

Abbaye de
Royaumont @

Fondation Royaumont, Asniéres-sur-
Qise, Val-d'Oise. Tel 01 30 35 59 70.
[ daily. 77 [ '3 phone 01 30 35
59 00. [] Concerts.
WWW.royaumont.com

Set among woods “near water
and far from mankind,” 20
miles (30 km) north of Paris,
Royaumont is the finest Cister-
cian abbey in the Ile de France.
Chosen for its remoteness, the
abbey’s stark stonework and
simplicity of line reflect the
austere teachings of St-Bernard.
However, unlike his Burgund-
ian abbeys, Royaumont was
founded in 1228 by Louis IX
and his mother, Blanche de
Castille. “St-Louis” showered
the abbey with riches and
chose it as a royal burial site.

The abbey retained its royal
links until the Revolution, when
much of it was destroyed. It
was then a textiles mill and
orphanage until its revival as a
cultural center. The original
pillars still remain, along with
a gravity-defying corner tower
and the largest Cistercian
cloisters in France, which
enclose a charming Classical
garden. The monastic quarters
border one side of the cloisters.

The Chéteau de Royaumont,
erected as the abbot’s palace
on the eve of the Revolution,
is set apart and resembles an
Italianate villa. In the grounds
are monks” workshops, woods,
ponds, and Cistercian canals.

In summer, concerts are held
in the abbey on weekends (call
01 34 68 05 50 for details).

Musée National de
la Renaissance @

Chéteau d’'Ecouen, Val-d'Oise.

Tel 01 34 38 38 50. ] Wed-Mon.
Jan 1, May 1, Dec 25.

Park [ Wed-Mon (closed 12:45-

2pm); no animals. 723 4 /3 [

www.musee-renaissance.fr

This imposing moated chateau
is curiously adrift, halfway
between St-Denis and Roy-
aumont. Now a Renaissance
museum, Ecouen’s magnificent
quadrilateral exterior provides
an authentic setting for an im-
pressive collection of paintings,
tapestries, coffers, carved doors
and staircases salvaged from
other 16th-century chiteaux.
Ecouen was built in 1538
for Anne de Montmorency,
adviser to Francois I and
Commander-in-Chief of
his armies. As the sec-
ond most powerful
person in the king-
dom, he employed
Ecole de Fontainebleau
artists and craftsmen to
adorn his palace. Their
influence is apparent in
the ravishing painted
fireplaces depicting
biblical and Classical
themes in mysterious
landscapes. The most
striking room is the
chapel, containing
a gallery and
vaulted ceilings
painted with the
Montmorency coat of arms.
Upstairs is one of the finest
series of 16th-century tapestries
in France. Equally compelling
are the princely apartments, the
library of illuminated manu-
scripts, vivid ceramics from

Statue of Louis XVI at St-Denis

Lyon, Nevers, Venice, Faenza,
and Iznik, and a display of
early mathematical instruments.
Recent acquisitions include
16th- and 17th-century
engravings from France, Italy,
and Germany.

Basilique
St-Denis @

2 rue de Strasbourg, St-Denis, Seine-
St-Denis. Tel 01 48 09 83 54. []] Line
13 Basilique de St-Denis [ daily.
Jan 1, May 1, Dec 25. T2 [ A
8:30am, 10am Sun.

According to legend, the
decapitated St-Denis struggled
here, clutching his
head, and an abbey
was erected to
commemorate the
martyred bishop.
Following the
~ burial of
Dagobert I in
¢ the basilica in
638, a royal
link with St-Denis
% began, which
§ was to span 12
centuries. Most
French kings
were entombed
in St-Denis, and
all the queens of
France were
crowned here.
The elegant,
early Gothic
basilica rests
on Carolin-
gian and Romanesque crypts.
Of the medieval effigies, the
most impressive are of Charles
V (1364) and a 12th-century
likeness in enameled copper
of Blanche de France with
her dog. The mask-like

The west wing of Musée National de la Renaissance

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp555-6 and pp606-7
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The Renaissance tomb of Louis XIl and Anne de Bretagne in St-Denis

serenity of these effigies is in
sharp contrast with the graph-
ically realistic Renaissance
portrayal of agony present in
the grotesque mausoleum of
Louis XII and Anne de
Bretagne. Both are represen-
ted as naked figures, their
faces eerily captured at the
moment of death. Above the
mausoleum, effigies of the
finely dressed royal couple
contemplate their own naked-
ness. As a reflection of human-
ity in the face of death, the
tombs have few rivals.

St-Germain-
en-Laye ©

Yvelines. il 42,200. [Z] [E H
Maison Claude Debussy, 38 rue au Pain.

Tel 07 39 73 02 64. [& Tue-Wed,
Fri=Sun.

Dominating the Place Général
de Gaulle in this chic suburb
is the legendary Chéteau de
St-Germain, birthplace of Louis
XIV. Louis VI built the original

stronghold in 1122 but only
the keep and St-Louis chapel
remain. Under Francois I and
Henri II, the medieval upper
tiers were demolished, leaving
a moated pentagon. Henri IV
built the pavilion and terraces
that run down to the Seine,
and Louis XIV had Le Notre
landscape the gardens before
leaving for Versailles in 1682.
Today the chiteau houses
the Musée des Antiquités
Nationales, which exhibits
archeological finds from pre-
history to the Middle Ages.
Created by Napoleon III, the
collection includes a 22,000-
year-old carved female, a
megalithic tomb, a bronze
helmet from the 3rd century
BC, and Celtic jewelry. The
finest treasure is the Gallo-
Roman mosaic pavement.
MMusée des Antiquités
Nationales
Chateau de St-Germain-en-Laye.
Tel 071 39 10 13 00.
[ Wed-mon. 23 I3 A 1
WWwW.musee-antiquites
nationales.fr

Chateau de
Malmaison @

Rueil-Malmaison, Hauts-de-Seine.
Tel 07 47 29 05 55. D Wed-Mon;
times vary according to season; phone
for details. (@) Jan 1, Dec 25. 123
restr. www.chateau-malmaison.fr

Situated 9 miles (15 km) west
of Paris, this 17th-century
estate is now best known for
its Napoleonic associations.
Bought by Josephine as a re-
treat from the formality of the
Emperor’s residences at the
Tuileries and Fontainebleau, it
has charming rural grounds.
While Josephine loved this
country manor, Napoleon
scorned its entrance as fit
only for servants. Instead, he
had a curious drawbridge built
at the back of the chéteau.

The finest rooms are the
frescoed and vaulted library,
the canopied campaign room,
and the sunny Salon de Mus-
ique, hung with paintings from
Josephine’s private collection.
Napoleon’s restrained yellow
canopied bedroom contrasts
the bedchamber Josephine
died in, a magnificent indul-
gence bedecked in red. Many
of the rooms overlook the
romantic “English” gardens
and the famous rose garden
which was cultivated by
Josephine after her divorce.

Memorabilia abound, from
imperial eagles to David’s
moody portrait of Napoleon,
or Gérard’s painting of the
languid Josephine reclining
on a chaise-longue.

Chateau Bois Préau, set in
the wooded grounds, houses
a museum dedicated to
Napoleon’s exile and death.

Empress Josephine’s bed at
Chateau de Malmaison




174 PARIS AND ILE DE FRANCE

Chateau de Versailles @

The present palace, started by
Louis XIV in 1668, grew
around Louis XIII's original
hunting lodge. Architect
Louis Le Vau built the first
section, which expanded
into an enlarged courtyard.
From 1678, Jules Hardouin-
Mansart added north and
south wings and the Hall of ~ % Formal Gardens
Mirrors. He also designed ~ Geometric paths and
the chapel, completed in shrubberies are features
Gardenstatue  1710. The Opera House of the gardens.
ofaflautist (['Opéra) was added by
Louis XV in 1770. André Le
Notre enlarged the gardens and broke
the monotony of the symmetrical layout
with expanses of water and creative use
of uneven ground. Opposite the chiteau
is the Academie du Spectacle Equestre,
where you can watch dressage shows.

The Orangery was built
beneath the Parterre du
Midi to house exotic
plants in winter.

Fountain of Latona
Four marble basins
rise to Balthazar
Marsy’s statue of the
goddess Latona.

Water
Parterre

- [ —— / ’ “ Fountain
* Chiteau s ’ " The fountain’s
Under Louis X1V, Versailles became the \ : centerpiece is a
center of political power in France. ' r winged monster.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp555-6 and pp606-7
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The King'’s garden
features a mirror pool
in the 19th-century
garden created by
Louis XVIII.

Colonnade
Mansart designed
this circle of marble
arches in 1685.

The Grand Canal was
the setting for Louis
XIV’s boating parties.

Petit Trianon

Built in 1762 as a
retreat for Louis XV,
this small chateau
became a_favorite
with Marie-Antoinette.

Fountain of Neptune

VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

Versailles, Yvelines. Tel 07 30 83
78 00. B8 171 from Paris. [[§)
Versailles Rive Gauche. [E] Vers-
ailles Chantiers, Versailles Rive
Droite. Chateau [} 9am-6:30pm
(5:30pm Nov-Mar) Tue-Sun.
some public hols; phone to check.
[7] Grand Trianon & Petit
Trianon [ noon-7pm (5:30pm
winter) daily (last adm: 30 mins
before closing). Jan 1, May 1,
Dec2s ZAEAE DG

'] Academie du Spectacle
Equestre [ ] Thu, Sat, Sun. 7
with Chateau ticket. [ Les Fétes
de Nuit (Aug-Sep); Les Grandes
Eaux Nocturnes (Apr-Sep: Sat).
www.chateauversailles.fr

Groups of sculptures spray
spectacular jets of water in Le
Notre’s 17th-century garden.

T

STAR FEATURES
% Chateau

* Formal Gardens

% Grand Trianon

MALIEL

* Grand Trianon
Louis XIV built this
small palace of
stone and pink
marble in 1687 to
escape the rigors

of court life and

to enjoy the
company of
Madame de
Maintenon.
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Inside the Chateau de

The sumptuous main apartments
are on the first floor of this vast
chateau complex. Around the
Marble Courtyard are the private
apartments of the king and
queen. On the garden side are
the state apartments where
official court life took place.
These were richly decorated by
Charles Le Brun with marble,
stone and wood carvings, murals,

Versailles

velvet, silver, and gilded furniture.

Beginning with the Salon
d’Hercule, each state room is
dedicated to an Olympian deity.
The climax is the Hall of
Mirrors, where 17 great mirrors
face tall arched windows.

Not all rooms are open at the
same time so check on arrival.

KEY TO FLOOR PLAN

| South wing

Coronation room

| Madame de Maintenon’s
apartments

| Queen’s apartments and
private suite

| State apartments

King's apartments and
private suite

North wing

| Nonexhibition space

% Salon de Vénus

* Queen’s Bedroom
In this room the
queens of France
gave birth to the

royal children

in public

The Marble
Courtyard is /
overlooked by a E

Entrance

gilded balcony.

Entrance }A

The Salon du Sacre is
adorned with huge
paintings of Napoleon
by Jacques-Louis David.

A statue of Louis XIV stands amid
the rich marble decor of this room.

Stairs to ground
floor reception area

AR2An

* Chapelle Royale

The chapel’s first floor

was reserved for the
royal family and the
ground floor for the
court. The beautiful
interior is decorated
with Corinthian
columns and white
marble, gilding, and
Baroque murals.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp555-6 and pp606-7

STAR FEATURES
* Chapelle

% Salon de Vénus

* Hall of Mirrors

* Queen’s Bedroom
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% Hall of Mirrors

Great state occasions were beld in
this room stretching 233 ft (70 m)
along the west facade. Here in
1919 the Treaty of Versailles was
ratified, ending World War I.

Oeil-de-Boeuf

The King's Bedroom is
where Louis XIV
died in 1715.

The Cabinet du Conseil
was used by the king to
receive his ministers
and family.

Salon de la Guerre |
The room’s theme of
war is reinforced by
Antoine Coysevox’s
stuccoed relief of Louis
X1V riding to victory.

Louis XVI's
library features
Neoclassical
paneling and the
king’s terrestrial
globe.

Salon d’Apollon
Designed by Le Brun
and dedicated to the
god Apollo, this was
Louis XIV's throne
room. A copy of
Hyacinthe Rigaud’s
Jfamous portrait of
the king (1701)
hangs bere.

TIMELINE

1667 Grand

Louis XV 1793 Louis 1833 Louis-Philippe

Canal begun
1668 Construction
of new chiteau by
Le Vau

1722 12-year-
old Louis XV
occupies
Versailles

1650

[ 1700

[ 1750

turns the chateau
into a museum

XVI and Marie-
Antoinette
executed

[ 1800

1671 Interior
decoration by
Le Brun begun

1715 Death of Louis
XIV. Versailles aban-
doned by court

1682 Louis XIV

1661 Louis XIV
enlarges chateau

and Marie-Thérese
move to Versailles

1789 King and Queen
forced to leave Versailles
for Paris

1774 Louis XVI and

Marie-Antoinette live

at Versailles

1919 Treaty of
Versailles signed
on June 28
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Chateau de
Sceaux @

Sceaux, Hauts-de-Seine. Tel 07 41
87 29 50. [] Wed-Mon. [@] public
hols & lunchtimes. [ 4
www.chateau-sceaux.fr

The Parc de Sceaux, bounded
by elegant villas, is an
appealing mixture of formal
gardens, woods, and water
containing Classical gardens
designed by Le Notre. The
gardens use water to great
effect, with tiered waterfalls
and fountains presenting a
moving staircase that cascades
into an octagonal basin. This
feeds into the Grand Canal
and offers a poplar-lined view
to the Pavillon de Hanovre.
This elegant pavilion is one
of several that adorn the
park, which also contains
Mansart’s Classical Orangerie.
Today this is the setting for
exhibitions and, in summer,
classical music concerts.

Built for Colbert in 1670,
the original chateau was dem-
olished and rebuilt in Louis
XIII style in 1856. The stylish
fake contains the Musée de
I'lle de France, which celeb-
rates the landscapes and cha-
teaux of the region with pain-
tings, furniture, and sculpture.

Chateau de
Dampierre @

Dampierre-en-Yvelines, Yvelines.

Tel 01 30 52 53 24. D Apr-mid-
Oct: daily. [@) Sun lunch. 12}
restricted. 4 [ www.chateau-de-
dampierre.fr

After Versailles and Rambouil-
let, Dampierre is the most

celebrated chateau southwest
of Paris. Built in 1675 for the
Duc de Chevreuse, the exterior
of the chateau is a harmonious
composition of rose-colored
brick and cool stone, designed
by Hardouin-Mansart.

By contrast, the interior
sumptuously evokes Ver-
sailles, particularly in the royal
apartments and the Louis XIV
dining room. The grandest
room is the frescoed Salle des
Fétes, remodeled in the 19th
century in triumphal Roman
style. The rooms overlook gar-
dens landscaped by Le Notre.

Chateau de Rambouillet

Chiteau de
Rambouillet ©

Rambouillet, Yvelines. Tel 01 34 83 00
25. [] Wed-Mon. [@ Jan 1, May 1,
Nov 1 & 11, Dec 25, when the presi-
dent in residence & lunchtimes. I
I3 http://chateau-rambouillet.
monuments-nationaux.fr

The chateau borders the deep
Forét de Rambouillet, once
the favorite royal hunting
ground. This ivy-covered red-
brick chateau, flanked by five

R) SEVRES PORCELAIN

In 1756 Madame de Pompadour and
Louis XV opened a porcelain factory near
Versailles at Sevres to supply the royal resi-
dences with tableware and obyjets d’art. Thus
began the production of exquisite dinner
J,‘ services, statuettes, Etruscan-style vases,
romantic cameos, and porcelain paintings,
depicting grand chateaux or mythological
scenes. Sevres porcelain is typified by its trans-
lucence, durability, and narrow palette of colors.

Le Pugilat (1832), one of a pair of vases from Sévres

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp555-6 and pp606-7

stone towers, is curious rather
than beautiful. Adopted as a
feudal castle, country estate,
royal palace, and Imperial
residence, it reflects a composite
of French royal history. Since
1897, it has been the president’s
official summer residence.

Inside, oak-paneled rooms
are adorned with Empire-style
furnishings and Aubusson
tapestries. The main facade
overlooks Classical parterres.
Nearby is the Queen’s Dairy,
given by Louis XVI to Marie-
Antoinette so that she could
play milkmaid.

Environs About 17 miles (28
km) north on the D11 is the
Chateau de Thoiry, which has
a safari park and an innova-
tive play area for children.

Disneyland Resort
Paris ®

Marne-la-Vallée, Seine-et-Marne.
Tel 08 25 30 02 22. [] daily. [
Marne-la-Vallée-Chessy. ] TGV from
Lille or Lyon. [ from both airports.
I7] [ www.disneylandparis.com

Disneyland Resort Paris
covers 500 acres
(200 ha),

with two

theme parks,

seven hotels,
facilities for
shopping and
dining, and
convention

centers. Most
interesting are the
Parks — the first
with its five themed
Lands, offering
magic dominated
by Sleeping
Beauty Castle,

and Walt Disney Studios,
paying homage to the movies.

Minnie Mouse

Chateau de Vaux-
le-Vicomte @

Maincy, Seine-et-Marne. Tel 071 64 14
41 90. B9 shuttle from Melun train
station. [ ) mid-Mar-mid-Oct: daily.
17 ] www .vaux-le-vicomte.com

Set north of Melun, not far
from Fontainebleau, the chat-
eau enjoys a peaceful rural
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ANDRE LE NOTRE

As the greatest French landscape gardener,
Le Notre (1613-1700) created
masterpieces in chateau gardens all over
France. His Classical vision shaped
many in the Ile de France, such as
those at Dampierre, Sceaux, and
Vaux-le-Vicomte. At Vaux he
perfected the concept of the jardin a
la francaise: avenues framed by
statues and box hedges; water gardens
with fountains and ornate pools; graceful
terraces and geometrical parterres
“embroidered” with motifs. His genius lay in architectural
orchestration and a sense of symmetry, typified by the
sweeping vistas of Versailles, his greatest triumph.

location. Nicolas Fouquet, a
powerful court financier to
Louis XIV, challenged the archi-
tect Le Vau and the decorator
Le Brun to create the most
sumptuous palace of the day.
The result is one of the
greatest 17th-century French
chateaux. However, it also led
to his downfall. Louis and his
ministers were so enraged —
because its luxury cast the
royal palaces into the shade —
that they arrested Fouquet.

The interior is a gilded
banquet of frescoes, stucco,
caryatids, and giant busts. The
Salon des Muses boasts Le
Brun’s magnificent frescoed
ceiling of dancing nymphs
and poetic sphinxes. La

Grande Chambre Carrée is
decorated in Louis XIII style
with paneled walls and an
impressive triumphal frieze,
evoking Rome. However, its
many rooms feel intimate and
the scale is not overwhelming.
Yet Vaux-le-Vicomte’s con-
tinuing fame is due to André
Le Notre’s stunning gardens.
The landscape designer’s
early training as a painter is
evident in the magnificent suc-
cession of terraces, ornamental
lakes, and fountains, which
descend to a formal canal.
On Saturday evenings from
May to October, the castle is
lit with over 2,000 candles
and classical music is played
in the gardens.

Chateau de Vaux-le-Vicomte seen across the gardens designed by Le Notre

Provins @

Seine-et-Marne. iff] 72,000. [Z] [E]
H Chemin de Villecran (01 64 60 26
26). [ Sat. www.provins.net

As a Roman outpost, Provins
commanded the border of Ile
de France and Champagne.
Today, it offers a coherent
vision of the medieval world.
Ville Haute, the upper town,
is clustered within high 12th-
century ramparts, complete
with crenelations and defen-
sive ditches. The ramparts to
the west are the best preserved.
Here, between the fortified
gateways of Porte de Jouy and
Porte St-Jean, the fortifications
are dotted with square, round,
and rectangular towers.

The town is dominated by
Tour César, a keep with four
corner turrets and a pyramid
shaped roof. The moat and
fortifications were added by
the English during the Hundred
Years’ War. A guard-room
leads to a gallery and views
over the place du Chatel, a
busy square of medieval
gabled houses, and over the
wheatfields beyond.

Provins is proud of its crim-
son roses. Every June, a floral
celebration is held in the river-
side rose garden, marked by
a medieval festival with
falconry and jousting.
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Chateau de Fontainebleau ®

Fontainebleau is not the Ground floor
product of a single vision
but is a bewildering cluster
of styles from different
periods. Louis VII built an
abbey here which was con-
A secrated by Thomas Becket in
Ceiling detail from 1109. A medieval tower
the Salle de Bal  survives but the present chét-
eau harks back to Francois L.
Originally drawn by the local hunting, the  jardin de Diane
Renaissance king created a decorative chat-  Now more romantic than
eau modeled on Florentine and Roman styles.  Classical, the garden features
Fontainebleau’s abiding charm comes from 4 hronze fountain of Diana
its relative informality and spectacular forest g puntress.
setting. While impossible to cover in a day,
the grands appartements provide a sump-
tuous introduction to this royal palace.

* Escaher du Fer-a- Cheval
This imposing
horseshoe-shaped

staircase by Jean

Androuet du Cerceau,
built in 1634, lies at the
end of Cour du Cheval
Blanc. Its ingenious design
allowed carriages to pass
beneath the two arches.

KEY TO FLOOR PLAN j‘l
|71 Petits Appartements 1 pf ﬁ
Cour du g\

["] Galerie des Cerfs Cheval Blanc

Musée Chinois was once a
- simple enclosed
5] Musée Napoléan courtyard. It was

[] Grands Appartements transformed by Napoleon I into

the main approach to the chateau. Museum
| | Salle Renaissance entrance

|| Appartements de Madame
de Maintenon

| Grands Appartements STAR FEATURES
des Souverains :
* Escalier du Chapelle de la Sainte Trinité was
Fer-a-Cheval designed by Henri II in 1550. The
chapel acquired its vaulted and
[7] Chapelle de la Trinité % Salle de Bal frescoed ceiling under Henri IV
and was completed by Louis XIII.

|| Escalier de la Reine/
Appartements des Chasses

Appartement Intérieur . .
. dg?Empereur % Galerie Francois |

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp555-6 and pp606-7
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Porte Dorée

Originally a feudal gate-
house, this was transformed
into the entrance pavilion
to the forest by Gilles Le
Breton for Frangois I.

_ Cour Oval

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

Seine-et-Marne. Tel 07 60 71 50
70. [] 9:30am~5pm (6pm Apr-
Sep) Wed-Mon. T2 A A 1
Gardens [] 9am-5pm (6pm
Mar-Apr & Oct, 7pm May-Sep).
Jan 1, May 1, Dec 25. www.
musee-chateau-fontainebleau.fr

First floor

Cour de la
Fontaine

'v’\\.

P

= — The Jardin Anglais
is a romantic
“English” garden,
planted with cypress and
plantain trees. It was re-
designed in the 19th century by
Maximilien-Joseph Hurtault.

)

.1 % Salle de Bal

rlr‘j The Renaissance ballroom, de-

/ signed by Primaticcio (1552),
was finished under Henri II. His
emblems adorn the walnut cof-
Sfered ceiling, forming a pattern
reflected in the parquet floor.

The Appartements de Napoléon |
house his grandiose throne in the
Emperor’s Salle du Trone, formerly
the Chambre du Roi.

i

* Galerie Francois I

This gilded gallery is a tribute to the Italian
artists in the Ecole de Fontainebleau. Rosso
Fiorentino’s allegorical frescoes pay homage
to the king’s wish to create “a second Rome.”

THE BARBIZON SCHOOL

Artists have been drawn to the glades
of Fontainebleau since the 1840s,
when a group of landscape painters,
determined to paint only from nature,
formed around Théodore Rousseau
and Millet. They settled in the nearby
hamlet of Barbizon where the Auberge
Ganne, a museum dedicated to the
Ecole de Barbizon, is located.

Spring at Barbizon, painted by Jean-
Frangois Millet (1814-75)
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Introducing Northeast France

The rolling plains of Northern France run from the
English Channel to the wooded Ardennes hills and
the Vosges mountains of Alsace. Apart from somber
battle memorials, the area has France’s finest Gothic
cathedrals — and a long tradition of brewing good
quality beers. There is fine wine, too, in Champagne
and Alsace. The old heavy industry has gone,
while Lille’s growth as a transpor-

tation hub has brought new

prosperity. This map

shows some of the most

interesting sights.

LE NORD AND PICARDY
(See pp192-205)

R B
[ s l.i 1
-
nowned
Jorits fine wood carvings and
its nave, the bighest in France
(see pp202-3). Cathedral

Beauvais

Catbedral

? -u;,i].i‘-: |
| m :Ih |
Troyes

Catbedral

Half-timbered houses and
Renaissance mansions line the
The pride of Beauvais is its Gothic streets and alleys of Troyes” Old
cathedral and astronomical clock Town (see p216), rebuilt after the
(see p200) which escaped beavy great fire in 1524. Its cathedral bas
bombing during World War II. remarkable stained-glass windows.
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T

The legacy of World War | is
strong in this area of former
battlefields. The Douaumont
Memorial outside Verdun (see
pp190-91), with its 15,000
graves, is only one of many
memorials and cemeteries here.

Haut-Koenigsbourg, a castle
painstakingly rebuilt by Kaiser
Wilbelm I when Alsace-
Lorraine was under German
rule, is one of Alsace’s most
popular attractions (see p228).
Strasbourg, seat of the
Council of Europe, has a
fine Gothic cathedral (see
pp230-31) surrounded by
J delightful bistoric buildings.
sonnnnnl g Jennsennnafaf)
Douaumont Memorial

Porte Chaussée
Verdun

s

coeens] A Reneds
AL0ene ﬁ-&::_um“-

Place Stanislas, Nancy

E.
i

CHAMPAGNE ALSACE AND LORRAINE
(See pp206-217) (See pp218-33)

0 kilometers

0 miles
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The Flavors of Northeast France

The cuisine of northeast France is robust and warming, with
rich beef stews, suckling pig, sausages and hams, dump-
lings, and sauerkraut dishes, many of them closely related
to German or Flemish staples. There is good fish from the
Atlantic and from freshwater lakes and rivers. Vegetables
and fruit are produced in abundance, and often served in a

variety of savory and sweet tarts, of which guiche
lorraine, with bacon, eggs, and cream, is the best
known. Rich cakes are popular, especially
Kougelhopf, a ring-shaped cake of raisins and

almonds soaked in kirsch, and madeleine sponge cakes.

starter. The market gardens
(hortillons) of Picardy are
famous for their vegetables,
often made into delicious
soups. Leeks or chicory,
braised or in gratins, accom-
pany many dishes. Strong,
washed-rind cheeses, such
as Maroilles, are typical of
the region.

Beer is often drunk with
meals in the northeast,
where traditional methods
and small breweries thrive.

Brioche

Golden mirabelle plums alongside
the more usual variety

LE NORD AND PICARDY

The northern coast offers a
wide variety of fish dishes, the
most popular being steamed
mussels served with chips
(fries). Herrings are pickled,
soused, grilled, or smoked
and North Sea shrimps fried
and eaten whole. Chicken
may be cooked in beer, duck
is made into pies and terrines,
and eel served smoked as a

~

Ancienne

5
-

Leeks from a local market

CHAMPAGNE

Champagne encompasses
arable plains and wooded
uplands as well as vineyards,
and produces game, charcut-
erie, and delicious freshwater
fish. Nothing, however, can
compete with its main claim
to fame, Champagne itself,
which is often used as a
luxury cooking ingredient as
well as, of course, being
enjoyed in its own right.

Boule de ¢
- _ Poilane

Tarte d’abricots

Selection of typical regional breads and patisserie

REGIONAL DISHES AND SPECIALTIES

The classic dish of the region is choucroute
garni, a platter of pickled cabbage fla-
vored with juniper berries and cooked
with white wine, ham hock, and smoked
pork belly. Smoked Montbeliard and
Strasbourg sausages are added toward
the end of cooking. Sausages come in
many variations, from saucisses de
Strasbourg to bratwurst, made from
veal and pork, lewerzurscht (liver saus-
age), andouillettes (spicy chitterling sausages), boudin noir
(black pudding of pork and pig’s blood), and boudin blanc
(white meat without blood). There are are also smoked
hams, cooked hams and many different terrines, such as
presskopf (pig’s brawn in jelly) and the jellied white meat
terrine, potjevleesch. Langue lucullus is smoked ox tongue
studded with foie gras, a specialty of Valenciennes.

Beetroot

Ficelle picardie Pancakes are
Sfilled with mushrooms and
ham in creme fraiche sauce,
and baked with grated cheese.
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Display of traditional northern French charcuterie

Wild boar, deer, rabbit, hare,
quail, partridge, and wood-
cock are all found in the
Ardennes, made into game
patés and terrines as well as
roasts and stews. The
Ardennes is also noted for its
fine quality smoked ham,
while jambon de Reims is
cooked ham with mustard,
champagne, and Reims vin-
egar. Troyes is famous for its
andouillettes, usually served
with onions or baked in a
creamy mustard sauce. Fish
come from the small lakes
east of Troyes and trout are
abundant in the clear streams of
the Ardennes. The two best
cheeses of Champagne are
Chaource and Langres.

ALSACE AND LORRAINE

Rolling pastures, orchards,
pine forests, and rivers
produce the ingredients of

Alsatian cooking. Meat is
important, particularly pork,
roasted or made into hams
and sausages. In winter,
game stews abound. There is
a strong tradition of raising
geese; after all, foie gras pro-
duction originated in

Shopping at the fish market in the
port of Boulogne

Strasbourg. The rivers are a
good source of pike, trout,
crayfish, and carp, often
cooked in beer and served on
festive occasions. Locally
grown vegetables include
cabbage, potatoes, and
turnips, and fruit includes
bilberries, quince, redcurrants,
and the golden mirabelle
plums of Lorraine, the latter
prized for both jam and eau
de vie (fruit brandy). The best-
known cheese is Munster, a
soft cow’s milk cheese.

The white wines of Alsace
range from steely, bone-dry
Riesling (the region’s finest
variety) to aromatic Muscat
and Gerwurztraminer. For
more on the wines of Alsace,
see pp232-3.

ON THE MENU

Anguille au vert Eel baked
with green herbs and potatoes.

Cassolette de petits gris
Snails in champagne sauce.

Flamiche aux poireaux
Leek tart.

Flammekueche Pizza-style tart
topped with bacon, creme
fraiche, and onions.

Marcassin a I’Ardennaise
Wild boar with celeriac.

Potée champenoise Pork,
ham, sausage, beans, and
vegetable stew.

Potée Lorraine Casserole of
salt pork with vegetables.

Zewelwai A rich onion tart.

Truite a I’Ardennaise 7Trout

is stuffed with breadcrumbs
and finely chopped Ardennes
ham, then baked.

Carbonnade de boeuf Steak
and caramelized onions are
covered with beer and
cooked for three hours.

Babas au rhum 7hese are
dry yeast cakes of raisins,
eggs, and butter, doused in
rum and served with cream.
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Since its fabled “invention” by the
monk Dom Pérignon in the 17th
century, no other wine has rivaled
champagne as the symbol of luxury
and celebration. Only wines made in
this region by the Méthode Champ-
enoise can be called champagne
(see p210). Most champagne is non-
vintage: the skill of the blenders,
using reserves of older wines, creates
consistency and excellence year on
year. The “big names” (grandes
marques) command the prestige and
prices, but many small growers and cooperatives also
produce excellent-value wines well worth seeking out.

Giant carved
barrel, Epernay

France’s Wine Regions: Champagne

>
A
E

LOCATOR MAP

1 Champagne wine region
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WINE REGIONS

Champagne is a compact wine
region, largely in the French
département of the Marne.
Certain areas within it are
particularly identified with

1a

Location
;T.\\L’/:- and Climate
; * The cool,

WIW marginal climate
creates the finesse that other
sparkling wines strive for,
but seldom achieve. Chalky
soils and east- and north-
facing aspects help produce
the relatively high acidity
champagne needs.

Grape Varieties

S, Three varieties are
grown: red Pinot
Noir and Pinot
Meunier, and white Char-
donnay. Most champagne is
a blend of all three, though
Blanc de Blancs is 100 percent
Chardonnay and Blanc de
Noirs, although white, is made
only from red grapes.

25 per cent of all
champagne as

well the exclusive
Rosé des Riceys.

Good Producers
Grandes Marques:
Bollinger, Gosset,
Krug, Moet et
Chandon, Joseph
Perrier, Louis Roederer, Pol
Roger, Billecart-Salmon,
Veuve Clicquot, Taittinger,
Ruinart, Laurent Perrier,
Salon.

Négociants, cooperatives &
growers: Boizel, M. Arnould,
Cattier, Bricout, Drappier,
Ployez-Jacquemart, H. Blin,
Gimmonet, Andre Jacquart,
Chartogne-Taillet, Vilmart,
Alfred Gratien, Emile
Hamm, B. Paillard, P.
Gerbais.

Good Vintages

E 1998, 1996, 1990.

2005, 2003, 2000,

certain styles of wine.
The Aube produces
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From a name famous N

ogent-
even to non-wine sur-Sein
lovers, this is in the . /
classic brut (dry) style;

only brut non dosage

orbrut sauvage is drier.

KEY
B Champagne appellation area

["] Valiée de la Marne district

=

Montagne de Reims district

[ Cote de Sézanne district

| | Cote des Blancs district
[] Aube district
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Champagne Charlie
was immortalized in

a British music-hall
song as a high-living,

devil-may-care figure. Meticulously laid out vineyards of a maison de champagne
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Pink champagne, often with
hints of soft fruit flavors,
makes perfect summer
drinking; it normally gains
its color from the blending
of red and white wines.

0

CHAMPAGNE DEUTZ

From the respected
house of Deutz, this vin-
tage Blanc de Blancs is
champagne in a lighter
style, made entirely from
Chardonnay grapes.

Champagne blender

wnnrd- Duehone

‘\ o a

For those who prefer
a less dry champagne,
a demi-sec, like this
wine from Canard-
Duchéne, makes the
ideal choice.
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The Battle of the Somme 3 -

N —

& LONDON
The many cemeteries that cover the Somme )
region serve as a poignant reminder of & R,?USSELS'

the mass slaughter that took place on the @\*

Western Front in World War I (which ¢ . ‘L‘\’;v v
ended with the Armistice on November
11, 1918). Between July 1 and November
21, 1916 the Allied forces lost more than
600,000 men and the Germans at least
465,000. The Battle of the Somme, a series  LoCATOR MAP
of campaigns conducted by British and French
armies against fortified positions held by the
Germans, relieved the hard-pressed French Beaumont Hamel Memorial

at Verdun, but hopes of a breakthrough Park, a tribute to the Royal
Newfoundland Regiment, has

a huge bronze caribou.

e PARIS

[ Somme battlefield

British World A .
War I soldier N€Ver materialized, and the Allies only

managed to advance 10 miles (16 km).

o Serre

Beaumont e

@
&
RS

Hamel j

Courcelette
.

o Thiepval
et
Thiepval Memorial was designed by Sir Edwin | ovil QZICTEy
Lutyens. It dominates the landscape of Thiepval, sl _
one of the most hard-fought areas of the battle, = | Boisselle
appropriately chosen as a memorial to the 2o, 2
73,367 British soldiers with no known grave. 4 ¥
Alber M
e Mametz
Albert was the site of /,’/ >
beavy bombardment by 25
German artillery in 1916. 2
1 2
Today, the town is a o

convenient center for visiting

the battlefields. The Albert

Basilique, with its leaning

Virgin statue, was damaged but

is now restored. It was a land- Bray-sur-Somme -

mark for thousands of troops.
D1

Lochnager Mine Crater, formed

by the largest of the British mines
exploded on July 1, 1916, lies on
the ridge by La Boiselle.

The British Tank Memorial, o7 the
main road from Albert to Bapaume,
commemorates the first use of tanks in war-
Jfare on Seplember 15, 1916. The atlack was a
limited success; the tanks of World War I were too
Jfew before 1918 to transform warfare domi-
nated by artillery, machine guns, and barbed wire.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp556-62 and pp607-14
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Propaganda in World

War | was employed by both
sides to maintain support at
home. This French postcard
has a popular image for
civilian consumption. It
shows a dying soldier
kissing the flag, under the
tender gaze of a
ministering nurse,
affirming bis faith in the
cause with bis last breath.

Delville Wood South African

Memorial and Museum show
the importance of Common-
wealth forces in the Somme.

o Flers

Maurepa
o Maricourt © iy

The Front Line

trenches stretched

from the North Sea to the
Swiss frontier; only by
keeping underground
could men survive the
terrible conditions.
Trenches remain in a
Sfew areas, including the
Beaumont Hamel Park.

Poppies were one of the few plants to grow on
the battlefield. Ghengis Khan brought the first
white poppy from China and, according to
legend, it turned red after battle. Today
poppies are a symbol of remembrance.

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

D929, D938 from Albert. ﬂ 30
pl de la République, 80800
Corbie. Tel 03 22 96 95 76.
www.tourisme-albert.net.
Albert Basilique, Beaumont
Hamel Memorial Park, Delville
Wood, La Boiselle, Thiepval, &
Poziéres memorials [ ] daily.
Ulster Tower [ Feb-Mar: Tue—
Sun; Apr—Nov: daily. South
African Memorial, Delville
Wood, Longueval. Tel 03 22 85
02 17. [[] Feb-Nov: Tue-Sun.
hols. Historial de Péronne
Tel 03 22 83 14 18. [ ] May-
Sep: daily; Oct- Apr: Tue-Sun.
mid-Dec-mid-Jan. 73 [ 3

B 71 www.historial.org

KEY
B Allied forces

German forces

| Front Line before
July 1,1916

Front Line progress
July-September 1916

4

| Front Line progress
September—November 1916

0 kilometers 5

0 miles 5
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T FRANCE

LE NORD
AND PICARDY

PAS DE CALAIS - NORD -

SOMME - OISE - AISNE

eneath the modern skin of France'’s northernmost region, the

sights and monuments bear witness to the triumphs and tur-

bulence of its past: soaring Gothic cathedrals, stately chateaux

along the river Oise, and the battlefields and memorials of World War 1.

] _,"(J‘q\""
The Channel ports of «nﬁ(

Dunkerque, Calais, and \
Boulogne, and the refined
resort of Le Touquet, are the \T‘Jk
focal points along a busy
coastline that stretches from
the Somme estuary to the
Belgian frontier. Boulogne has
a genuine maritime flavor, and the
white cliffs running from here to
Calais provide the most dramatic
scenery along the Cote d’Opale.
Flemish culture holds sway along
the border with Belgium: an unfamil-
iar France of windmills and canals
where the local taste is for beer,
stews, and festivals with gallivanting
giants. Lille is the dominant city here,
a sprawling modern metropolis with
a lively historic heart and an excellent
art museum. To the southwest, the
grace of Flemish architecture is hand-
somely displayed in the central
squares of Arras, the capital of Artois.

Memorial cemetery in Vallée de la Somme, an area still haunted by the memory of World War |

_ g

From here to the Somme
valley the legacy of World
War I, with its memorial
cemeteries and poppy-
1 strewn battlefields, makes
compelling viewing.
Cathedrals are the main
appeal of Picardy. In Amiens,
its capital, Cathédrale Notre-Dame is
a pinnacle of the Gothic style — its
magnificence echoed by the dizzying
achievements at Beauvais further
south. Splendid cathedrals at Noyon,
Senlis, and the delightful hilltop town
of Laon chart the evolution of the
Gothic. Closer to Paris, two chateaux
command attention. Chantilly, the epi-
center of French equestrianism, boasts
gardens by Le Notre and a 19th-century
chiteau housing copious art treasures.
Compiegne, bordered by a large and
inviting forest, plays host to a lavish
royal palace favored by French rulers
from Louis XV to Napoleon III

7

A

<] Catamarans on the busy beach of Le Touquet Paris-Plage
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Exploring Le Nord and Picardy

As the gateway to England and Belgium, this northern
corner of France is buzzing with business and industry,
with the large, Euro-oriented city of Lille offering great - £

2 . A stend’
culture as well as a new high-tech district. Yet s
peace and quiet is never far away. DUNKERQUE Q’OWIO At

. . (\ h
The coast between the historic port 4@,,0;; _ Gravelines o= e(olm
of Boulogne-sur-Mer and the 2y Q\CALAI
Vallée de la Somme has a rich e .
birdlife and is perfect for a relax-
ing seaside visit. Inland, the Cap Griz Nez
many Gothic cathedrals such as
Amiens and Beauvais make an
impressive tour, and the World gouLOGNE-
War 1 battleﬁelds and memorials  SUR-MER {
provide an important insight } ‘b o
into 20th-century history.
Fa{ther south, the %rand : A \"Bé&b e
chateaux at Compiegne and | c 1ouQUET aples N %-g,_ﬁ_
hantilly — which has th Q 0 f Bruay-la-Buissiére -
C antilly — whic as the . .'.’I q ontreuil-sur-Mer el
fascinating Musée Condé — A -
e
are ee{sily visited en route  Berck-sur-Mer 5 “ h  Hesdin _ ﬂ 47
to or from Paris. S O Sa,m_poi ===, Tincques
Fort-Mahon-Plage & i [\(.' 6\”0" 2y -sur-Ternoise mﬂ

AI”& -
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Lively outdoor café in the historic Grand’
place in the heart of Arras

For additional map symbols see back flap
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SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Dunkerque @

Flandre Maritime @
Laon @

Le Touquet @

Lille @

Noyon @

Parc Astérix @
St-Omer @

Senlis @

Vallée de la Somme @

Amiens @

Arras @

Beauvais @

Boulogne-sur-Mer @

Calais @

Chantilly @

Chateau de
Pierrefonds @

Compiegne @

The meandering waters in the Vallée de la Somme
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GETTING AROUND

The main entry point into the
region is Calais (and the
Channel Tunnel terminal

2 miles/3 km south). From
here, autoroutes A16 and
A26/A1, several major N and
D roads, and mainline rail
services run directly to Paris.
In addition, TGVs serve Calais-
Frethun, Lille, and Paris. There
is a dense road network
throughout the region. With
their many local bus and train
connections, Lille and Amiens
make good bases. The A26
(or Autoroute des Anglais)
crosses the whole region from
Calais to Troyes, via Arras
and Laon, giving easy access
to eastern Picardy. It's also a
useful route if you're heading
south and want to avoid Paris.

Popples the symbol of World War | battleflelds in
the Vallée de la Somme
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Le Touquet beach at low tide

Le Touquet @

Pas de Calais. [yl 6,500. [E] [E]

I Palais de I'Europe (03 21 06 72 00).
& Thu & Sat (Jun-mid-Sep: also Mon).
www.letouquet.com

Properly known as Le
Touquet Paris-Plage, this
resort was created in the 19th
century and became fashion-
able with the rich and famous
between the two World Wars.
A vast pine forest, planted in
1855, spreads around the
town sheltering stately villas.
To the west, a grid of chic
hotels, vacation residences,
and sophisticated stores and
restaurants borders a long,
sandy beach. A racecourse
and casino are complemented
by seaside amusements and
sports facilities, including two
excellent golf courses, horse-
riding, and land yachting.
Farther inland, the hilltop
town of Montreuil has lime-
washed 17th-century houses,
abundant restaurants, and a
tree-shaded rampart walk.

Boulogne-sur-Mer @

Pas de Calais. il 45,000. [Z] [E]
I Parvis de Nausicaa (03 21 10 88

10). &} Wed & Sat (pl Dalton), Sun
(pl Vignon). www.tourisme-
boulognesurmer.com

An important fishing port

and busy marina, Boulogne
rewards its visitors well. Its
attractions come neatly boxed
in a walled Haute Ville, with
the Porte des Dunes opening
onto a 17th-19th-century

ensemble of Palais de Justice,
Bibliotheque, and Hotel de
Ville in place de la Résistance.
The 19th-century Basilique
Notre-Dame is capped by a
dome visible for miles. Inside,
a bejeweled wooden statue
represents Boulogne’s
patroness, Notre-Dame de
Boulogne. She is wearing a
soleil, a head-dress also worn
by women during the Grande
Procession held annually in
her honor. Nearby, the pow-
erful moated 13th-century
Chateau, built for the Counts
of Boulogne, is now a well-
organized historical museum.
In the center of town, stores,
hotels, and fish restaurants
line the quai Gambetta on the
east bank of the river Liane.
To the north lie Boulogne’s
beach and Nausicaa, a vast,
spectacular and innovative
aquarium and Sea Center.
North of the town, the
Colonne de la Grande Armée
was erected in 1841 as a monu-
ment to Napoleon I's planned
invasion of England in 1803-5.
From the top there is a pano-
ramic view along the coast
toward Calais. This is the
most scenic stretch of the Cote
d’Opale (Opal Coast), with the

windblown headlands of Cap
Gris-Nez and Cap Blanc-Nez
offering breathtakingly exten-
sive views across the Channel.

A Chateau

Rue de Bernet. Tel 03 27 10 02 20.
[ Tue-Sun. |@) Jan 1, May 1, Dec
25.17

¥4 Nausicaa

Bd Sainte-Beuve. Tel 03 27 30 99 99.
[ daily. {@ 3 weeks in Jan, Dec 25.
I77 I www.nausicaa.fr

Calais ©

Pas de Calais. [l 80,000. [Z] [E]
E2 H 72 bd Clémenceau (03 21 96

62 40). &} Wed, Thu, & Sat.
www.calais-cotedopale.com

Calais is a busy cross-Channel
port with a sandy beach to the
west. Clumsily rebuilt after
World War II, it seems to have
little to offer at first sight. Many
visitors never get closer than
the huge Cité Europe shopping
mall by the Eurotunnel exit.
The Musée des Beaux Arts,
however, has works by the
Dutch and Flemish Schools.
Also on show are studies for
Auguste Rodin’s famous statue
The Burghers of Calais (1895).

The windswept Cap Blanc-Nez on the Céte d’Opale

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp556-8 and pp607-10
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The Burghers of Calais by Auguste Rodin (1895)

The statue stands outside the
Hotel de Ville and celebrates
an event during Edward IIT’s
siege of Calais in 1347, when
six burghers offered their lives
to save the rest of the town.

The Cité de la Dentelle et de
la Mode opened in 2009,
recalling the town’s lace-
making industry.

Musée de la Guerre, housed
in a battle-scarred German
blockhouse, offers a detailed
account of local events during
World War II.

T Musée des Beaux Arts

25 rue Richelieu. Tel 03 21 46 48
40. [} Wed-Mon (Sun pm). 23
M Cité de la Dentelle

Quai du Commerce. Tel 03 21 46
43 14. [] opens in 2009.

M Musée de la Guerre

Parc Saint Pierre. Tel 03 21 34 21
57. [] call for opening times. I3

Dunkerque @
Nord. Jifl 200,000. [Z] [E] E2 F Rue

Amiral Ronarc’h (03 28 66 79 21).
& Wed, Sat. www.ot-dunkerque.fr

Though a major industrial
port, Dunkerque has much
Flemish character. Start a tour
from place du Minck, with its
fresh fish stalls. Nearby
Musée Portuaire celebrates
the town’s maritime history. In
the old center, a statue com-
memorates local hero Jean
Bart, a 17th-century corsair,
who lies in Eglise St-Eloi. Its
belfry (1440) offers fine views.
La Mémorial du Souvenir
has an exhibition of the dra-
matic evacuation of 350,000

British and French troops in
1940. The Lieu d’Art et
d’Action Contemporaine
(LLAC) features ceramics
and glassware.

M Musée Portuaire

9 quai de la Citadelle. Tel 03 28 63
33 39. [] Wed-Mon. |@) Jan 1,
May 1, Dec 25. I

The port at Dunkerque

M La Mémorial du Souvenir
Pl du Général de Gaulle.

Tel 0328 59 21 65. D Wed-Mon.
[@®!Jan 1, Nov 1, Dec 25. 13 I3
ground floor only.

M Lieu d’Art et d’Action
Contemporaine

Av des Bains. Tel 03 28 29 56 00.
[] Wed-Mon. @) public hols. 2

St-Omer @

Pas de Calais. fifyl 75,000. [Z] [E] H 4
rue Lion d’Or (03 21 98 08 51). &
Sat. www.tourisme-saintomer.com

Refined St-Omer seems
untouched. Pilasters adorn the
17th- and 18th-century houses
lining the cobbled streets, one
of which, Hétel Sandelin, is
now a museum of fine and
decorative arts. The cathedral
has original 13th-century tiles
and a huge organ. The
Bibliotheque Municipale
contains rare manuscripts
from the Abbaye St-Bertin,

a ruined 15th-century abbey
east of town.

Three miles (5 km) from
St-Omer, La Coupole is an
informative WW2 museum
inside a converted bunker.

M Hétel Sandelin

14 rue Carnot. Tel 03 21 38 00 94.
[] Wed-Sun. 123 I ground floor.
M Bibliothéque Municipale
40 rue Gambetta. Tel 03 21 38 35
08. [] Tue-Sat. |@) public hols.

M La Coupole

Tel 03 21 93 07 07. D daily.

last week Dec—Tst week Jan.

CHANNEL CROSSINGS

Calais is only 22 miles (36 km)
southeast of the English coast, and
crossing the waters of the Channel —
which the French know as La Manche (the Sleeve) — has
inspired many intrepid exploits. The first crossing by bal-
loon was in 1785 by Jean Pierre Blanchard; Captain M.
Webb made the first swim in 1875; and Louis Blériot’s
pioneering flight followed in 1909.
Plans for an undersea tunnel, first
laid as early as 1751, were finally

-l

achieved in 1994
with the opening of
a railroad link
between Fréthun
and Folkestone.

Children watching Louis
Blériot taking off, 1909
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Flandre
Maritime @

Nord. i) 5,000. B Lille. [Z] Bergues.
E= Dunkerque. [l Bergues, Le Beffroi,
pl Henri Billiaert (03 28 68 71 06).

South of Dunkerque lies a
flat, agricultural plain with
narrow waterways and expan-
sive skies — an archetypal
Flemish landscape with
canals, bicyclists, and ancient
windmills. The Noordmeulen,
built just north of
Hondschoote in 1127, is
thought to be the oldest
windmill in Europe.

From Hondschoote the D3
follows the Canal de la Basse
Colme west to Bergues, a for-
tified wool town with fine
16th-17th-century Flemish
works in its Musée Municipal.
Farther south, the hilltop
town of Cassel has a cobbled
Grande place with 16th—18th-
century buildings, and views
across Flanders and Belgium
from its Jardin Public.

M Musée Municipal
1 rue du Mont de Piété, Bergues.
Tel 03 28 68 13 30. D Wed-Mon.

Nov-Mar. 17

Lille @
Nord. i) 220,000. BN E1 E1 HI

Palais Rihour (03 59 57 94 00). [}
daily. wwwlilletourism.com

Transformed in recent years,
not least by the advent of
Eurostar and the city’s election
as European City of Culture

Flower stalls in the arcades of the
Vieille Bourse in Lille

Musicians in place du Général de Gaulle, in the heart of Vieux Lille

2004, Lille has excellent stores
and markets and a powerful
sense of its historic Flemish
identity — the Flemish name
(Rijssel) is still used and some
of the area’s million residents
speak a Franco-Flemish patois.
With heavy industry declining,
the city has turned to hi-tech.
A modern commercial quar-
ter, including the Euralille
shopping complex, adjoins
Lille Europe station, the TGV/
Eurostar/ Thalys rail inter-
change. The city’s metro, VAL,
is a driverless automatic train.
The city’s charm lies in its
historic center, Vieux Lille — a
mass of cobbled squares and
narrow streets that are packed
with stylish stores, cafés, and
restaurants. Place du Général
de Gaulle forms its hub, with
facades including the 17th-
century Vieille Bourse (Old
Exchange). Adjacent stand the
Nouvelle Bourse and the
Opéra, both built in the early
20th century. The moated

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp556-8 and pp607-10

five-point brick Citadel by
Vauban is also worth a look.

8 Musée de I'Hospice
Comtesse

32 rue de la Monnaie. Tel 03 28 36 84
00. [ Wed-Sun, Mon pm. 1

A hospital was founded here
in 1237. Now its 15th- and
17th- century buildings house
exhibitions. The Sick Room
has a barrel-vaulted ceiling,
the Community Wing a Delft
kitchen. There is a collection
of ancient instruments.

T Palais des Beaux-Arts

Pl de la République. Tel 03 20 06 78 00.
[ Wed-Sun, Mon pm. 123 (3
One of the best art collections
outside Paris, the museum is
strong on Flemish works, in-
cluding Rubens and Van Dyck.
Other highlights are Paradise
and Hell by Dirk Bouts, Van
Goyen’s The Skaters, Goya’s
The Letter, Delacroix’s Médée,
works by Courbet, and
Impressionist paintings.
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Arras ©

Pas de Calais. ifjl 45,000. [Z] [E]
[ Hotel de Ville, pl des Héros
(03 21 51 26 95). & Wed, Sat.
www.ot-arras.fr

The center of Arras, capital of
the Artois region, is graced by
two picturesque cobbled
squares enclosed by 155
houses with 17th-century
Flemish-style facades. A
triumph of postwar recon-
struction, each residence in the
Grand’ place and the smaller
place des Héros has a slightly
varying design, with some
original store signs still visible.

A monumental Hotel de
Ville, rebuilt in the Flamboy-
ant Gothic style, stands at the
west end of place des Héros
— in the foyer are two giants,
Colas Dédé and Jacqueline,
who swagger round the
town during local festi-
vals. From the basement
you can take an elevator
up to the belfry for
superb views, or take a
guided tour into the lab-
yrinth of underground
passages below Arras.
These were cut in the
limestone in the
10th century.

They have often
served as

shelter and dur-
ing World War I as
a subterranean
army camp.

The huge Abbaye St-
Vaast includes an
18th-19th-century
Neoclassical cathedral and the
Musée des Beaux-Arts. The
museum contains some fine
examples of medieval sculp-

Roadside shrine,
Somme Valley

ture including a pair of beau-
tiful 13th-century angels.
Among other exhibits are a
local arras (hanging tapestry)
and 19th-century works by
the School of Arras, a group
of realist landscape painters.

T Hétel de Ville
Pl des Héros. Tel 03 21 51 26 95. ]
Jul-Aug daily. [ oblig. for tunnels. 12

M Musée des Beaux Arts
22 rue Paul Doumer. Tel 03 21 71 26
43. [ Wed-Mon. [@) public hols. 13

Vallée de la
Somme @

Somme. BN [E] [E] Amiens. Hl

Rue Louis XI, Péronne (03 22 84 42
38). www.somme-tourisme.com

The name of the Somme is
synonymous with the
slaughter and horror of
trench warfare during World
War I (see pp190-91). Yet the
Somme valley also means
pretty countryside, a vast
estuary wetland, and abun-
dant wildlife. Lakes and
woods alongside provide
enjoyable camping, walk-
ing, and fishing.
Battlefields lie along
the river and its
tributaries north
and northeast
of Amiens,
and extend
north to
Arras. Tidy
World War 1
Commonwealth
cemeteries cover
the area. The Historial de la
Grande Guerre at Péronne
gives a thoughful introduction.
Parc Mémorial Beaumont-

o de =

.

16th-century carvings on Eglise St-Vulfran in Abbeville, Somme Valley

ing on the river S

Hamel, near Albert, is a real
battlefield being allowed to
disappear in its own time.
Travel to Vimy Ridge Canadian
Memorial, near Arras, to see a
bloodbath battle site preserved
as it was, and to Notre-Dame
de Lorette, the landmark
French National Cemetery.

West of Amiens, Samara —
Amiens’ Gallo-Roman name —
is France’s largest archeological
park, with reconstructions of
prehistoric dwellings and
exhibitions explaining early
crafts like flint-cutting and
corn-grinding. Farther
downstream, Eglise St-Vulfran
at Abbeville is noted for its
Flamboyant Gothic west front
with beautifully carved 16th-
century door panels.

St-Valéry-sur-Somme is a
charming harbor resort with a
historic upper town and a
tree-lined promenade looking
across the estuary. William
departed for England from
here in 1066. Birdwatchers
should visit the Maison de
I'Oiseau on the D3 nearby, or
the Parc Ornithologique de
Marquenterre on the far shore
near delightful Le Crotoy. In
summer, a little train links the
two sides, passing through
dunes and marshes.

M Historial de la Grande
Guerre

Chateau de Péronne. Tel 03 22 83
14 18. ] Oct-Mar: Tue-Sun; Apr—
Sep: daily. |@] mid-Dec-mid-Jan.
17 I8 @ www.historial.org

M Samara

La Chaussée-Tirancourt. Tel 03 22
51 82 83. [] mid-Mar-mid-Nov:
daily. 77 [ www.samara.fr
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Amiens @

Somme. il 730,000. [Z] [E]
[ 6 bis rue Dusevel (03 22 71 60 50).

A Wed & Sat.
Www.amiens-tourisme.com

There is more to Amiens, the
capital of Picardy, than its
Cathédrale Notre-Dame (see
pp202-3). The picturesque
quarter of St-Leu is a pedestri-
anized area of low houses and
flower-lined canals with water-
side restaurants, bars, and
artisans’ stores. Farther east are
Les Hortillonnages, a colorful
patchwork of marshland
market gardens, once tended
by farmers using punts which
now ferry visitors around the
protected natural site.

The Musée de Picardie has
many fine medieval and
19th-century sculptures and
16th-20th-century paintings,
including a remarkable set of
16th-century group portraits,
commissioned as offerings to
the cathedral. To the south is
the Cirque d’Hiver which Jules
Verne (1828-1905) inaugurat-
ed in 1889. Maison de Jules
Verne, his renovated home,
has over 700 objects spread
over four floors relating to the
famous author, who lived here
from 1882 until 1900.

M Musée de Picardie

48 rue de la République.

Tel 03 22 97 14 00. D Tue-Sun.
Jan 1, May 1, Nov 1 & 11,

Dec 25. 17

M Maison de Jules Verne

2 rue Charles Dubois. Tel 03 22 45
45 75. [] Easter-mid-Oct: daily;
mid-Oct- Easter: Wed-Mon. 2}

The clock depicts
Christ surrounded by
the 12 apostles.

Solstice
indicator

Mechanical figures
perform scenes from
the Last Judgment.

Clock
showing
age of the
world

Astronomical clock in Beauvais cathedral

Beauvais @

Oise. i 58,000. B EI EI H 1
rue Beauregard (03 44 15 30 30). [
Wed, Sat. www .beauvaistourisme.fr

Heavily bombed in World
War II, Beauvais is now a
modern town with one out-
standing jewel. Though never
completed, Cathédrale St-
Pierre is a poignant, neck-
cricking finale to the vaulting
ambition that created the great

VIOLLET-LE-DUC

The renowned architectural theorist Viollet-le-Duc (1814-79)

was the first to fully appreciate Gothic architecture. His

1854 dictionary of architecture celebrated medieval building
techniques, showing that the

arches and tracery of Gothic
cathedrals were solutions
to architectural problems,
not mere decoration. His
restoration work included
Chateau de Pierrefonds,
Notre-Dame in Paris
(see pp86-7), and Car-
cassonne (see pp488-9).

Medieval architects, as
drawn by Viollet-le-Duc

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp556-8 and pp607-10

Gothic cathedrals. In 1227
work began on a building
designed to soar above all pre-
decessors, but the roof of the
chancel caved in twice from
lack of support before its
completion in the early 14th
century. Delayed by wars and
inadequate funds, the transept
was not completed until 1550.
In 1573 its crossing collapsed
after a tower and spire were
added. What remains today is
nevertheless a masterpiece,
rising 157 ft (48 m) high.

In the transept much of the
original 16th-century stained
glass survives, while near the
north door is a 90,000-part
astronomical clock assembled
in the 1860s. What would
have been the nave is still
occupied by the remnants of
a 10th-century church known
as the Basse-Ocuvre.

The former Bishop’s Palace
is now home to the Musée
Départemental de I'Oise. The
collection includes archeo-
logical finds, medieval
sculpture, tapestries, and local
ceramics. Beauvais has a long
tradition of tapestry manu-
facture, and examples from
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the French national collection
are shown in the Galerie
Nationale de la Tapisserie.

M Musée Départemental
de I'Oise

Ancien Palais Episcopal, 1 rue du
Musée. Tel 03 44 11 43 83.

[] Wed-Mon. (@) Jan 1, Easter,
May 1, Jun 9, Dec 25. 12

M Galerie Nationale

de la Tapisserie

22 rue St-Pierre. Tel 03 44 15 39 10.
[ Tue-Sun. 12 @) Jan 1, Dec 25.

Noyon @

Oise. il 75,200. [Z] H p! de I'Hotel
de Ville (03 44 44 21 88). [&} Wed &
Sat, first Tue of each month.
WWW.noyon-tourisme.com

Noyon has long been a religious
center. The Cathédrale de
Notre-Dame, dating from 1150,
is the fifth to be built on this site
and was completed by 1290.
It provides a harmonious
example of the transition from
Romanesque to Gothic style.

A local history museum, the
Musée du Noyonnais occupies
part of the former Bishop’s
Palace, and at the cathedral’s
east end is a rare half-timbered
chapter library built in 1506.

Jean Calvin, the Protestant
theologian and one of the
leaders of the Reformation,
was born here in 1509 and is
commemorated in the small
Musée Jean Calvin.

M Musée du Noyonnais
Ancien Palais Episcopal, 7 rue de
I'Evéché. Tel 03 44 44 03 59.
[] Wed-Mon. @) Jan 1, Nov 11,
Dec 25. 1

The rib-vaulted nave of Cathédrale
de Notre-Dame, Noyon

Path through Forét de Compiéegne

Compiegne ®

Oise. Jify) 50,000. [Z1 E] H o/

de 'Hétel de Ville (03 44 40 01 00).
& Wed & Sat. www.compiegne-
tourisme.fr

Compiegne is where Joan of
Arc was captured by the
Burgundians in 1430. A 16th-
century Hotel de Ville with a
towering belfry rules over the
center, but the town is most
famous for its royal Chateau.
Designed as a summer resi-
dence for Louis XV, the
chateau was completed by
Louis XVI, restored by Nap-
oleon, and later became a
residence of Napoleon III and
Empress Eugénie. Tours of
the Imperial Apartments take
in private chambers, such as
the sumptuous bedrooms of
Napoleon I and Marie-Louise.
Within the chateau, the
Musée du Second Empire and
Musée de I'Tmpératrice display
furniture, memorabilia, and
portraits, while the Musée de
la Voiture is an entertaining
assembly of historic carriages,
bicycles, and early motor cars.
South and east of the town
the old hunting grounds of
Forét de Compiégne spread
as far as Pierrefonds, with
ample space for walks and
picnics beneath its oaks and
beeches. East of the D130 Les
Beaux Monts provide majestic
views back to the chateau.
The Clairiere de I'’Armistice,
north of the N31, marks the
spot where the armistice of
World War I was signed on
November 11, 1918. The small
Musée Wagon de I’Armistice
has a replica of the railroad

carriage where the ceremony
took place, which was used
again in World War II by
Hitler as a humiliating venue
for the signing of the French
surrender on June 22, 1940.

4 Chateau de Compiégne

Pl du Général de Gaulle. Tel 03 44
38 37 02. [] Wed-Mon. [@] Jan 1,
May 1, Nov 1, Dec 25. IZ3 www.
musee-chateau-compiegne. fr

M Musée Wagon de
I’Armistice

Clairiere de I'Armistice (direc.
Soissons). Tel 03 44 85 14 18.
[] Wed-Mon. @) Jan: Mon am,
Jan 1, Dec 25. 123

Chateau de Pierrefonds

Chateau de
Pierrefonds ®

Oise. Tel 0344 42 72 72.
[ daily. @) Jan 1, May 1, Nov 1 &
11, Dec 25. I |73 Concerts

The immense Chiteau de
Pierrefonds dominates the
small village below. A mighty
castle was constructed here
by Louis d’Orléans in the 14th
century, but by 1813 it had
become a picturesque ruin
which Napoleon I purchased
for less than 3,000 francs.

In 1857, Napoleon III
commissioned the architect
Viollet-le-Duc to restore it, and
in 1884 Pierrefonds was reborn
as a museum of fortification.
The exterior, with its moat,
drawbridge, towers, and
double sentry walks, is a
diligent reconstruction of
medieval military architecture.
The interior, by contrast, is en-
livened by the romantic fancies
of Viollet-le-Duc and his
patron. There are guided tours
and a historical exhibition.
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Amiens Cathedral

Work on the largest cathedral in France started around
1220, financed by profits from the cultivation of woad, !
a plant valued for its blue dye. It was built to house the
head of St. John the Baptist, brought back from the
Crusades in 1206 and a magnet for pilgrims, which is
still displayed here. Within 50 years Notre-Dame was
complete, a masterpiece of engineering — Gothic
architecture carried to a bold extreme. Restored in the
1850s by Viollet-le-Duc (see p200), and having
miraculously survived two World Wars, the cathedral is
famous for its rich array of statues and reliefs, which
inspired John Ruskin’s The Bible of Amiens in 1884.

o=

* West Front o J ;
The King’s Gallery, a row of 22 colossal statues repre- '
senting the kings of France, spans the west front. The

statues are also thought to symbolize the Kings of Judab. 4

St. Firmin Portal is decorated
with figures and scenes from
the life of St. Firmin, the martyr " '

who brought Christianity to

Picardy and became the I 3 ==
first bishop of Amiens. ¥ y 1

The Calendar shows signs
from the Zodiac, with the
corresponding monthly

labors below. It depicts P k
everyday life in o k b
the 13th century. A 4

Weeping Angel \
Sculpted by Nicolas Blasset
in 1628, this sentimental
statue in the ambulatory
became a popular image

during World War 1.

STAR FEATURES
* West Front

* Nave

Central Portal
Scenes from the Last Judg-
ment adorn the tympanum,
with the Beau Dieu, a statue
of Christ, between the doors.

% Choir Stalls

* Choir Screens

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp556-8 and pp607-10
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Towers '
Tuwo towers of unequal VISITORS’ CHECKLIST
beight frame the west g / Cathédrale Notre-Dame, pl
front. The south tower s i 5 Notre-Dame. Tel 03 22 80 03 41.
was completed in . iz [ Apr-Sep: 8:30am-6:30pm;
1366: the north in i i Oct-Mar: 8:30am-5:30pm.
14b2 ’7776 spire was ik i Jan 1, last Sun Sep. [E4 9am daily

T X (Wed: noon); Sun: 9am,
IR0 (1T, T 10:15am, 11:30am, 6pm. [B1 3
1627 and 1887.

The Flamboyant
tracery of the
rose window

was created
in the 16th
century.

A double row comprising 22
elegant flying buttresses supports
the construction.

* Nave

Soaring 42 m (138 ft)
bigh, with support from
126 slender pillars, the
brightly illuminated
interior of Notre-Dame is
a hymn to the vertical.

* Choir Stalls
The 110 oak choir
stalls (1508-19)
are delicately
carved with over
4,000 biblical,
mythical, and
real-life figures.

* Choir Screens
Vivid scenes from the
lives of St. Firmin and ¥
late 19th century. The faithful St. Jobn, carved in the §
followed its labyrinthine shape 15th-16th centuries,
on their knees. adorn the ambulatory.

The flooring was laid down in
1288 and reassembled in the
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Senlis ®

Oise. il 77,000. [E] H p! du Parvis
Notre-Dame (03 44 53 06 40). [
Tue & Fri. www.senlis-tourisme.fr

Senlis, 6 miles (10 km) east of
Chantilly, is worth visiting for
its Gothic cathedral and the
well-preserved historic streets
in the old town that surround
it. Cathédrale Notre-Dame
was constructed during the
second half of the 12th
century and the sculpted
central doorway of its west
front, depicting the Assumption
of the Virgin, influenced later
cathedrals such as Amiens
(see pp202-3). The spire of
the south tower dates from
the 13th century, while the
Flamboyant south transept,
built in the mid-16th century,
makes an ornate contrast with
the austerity of earlier years.
Opposite the west front, a
gateway leads to the ruins
of the Chateau Royal and its
gardens. Here the Musée de
la Vénerie, housed in a
former priory, celebrates
hunting through paintings,
old weapons, and trophies.
The Musée d’Art recalls the
town’s Gallo-Roman past, and
also has an excellent collec-
tion of early Gothic sculpture.

T Musée de la Vénerie
Chateau Royal, pl du Parvis Notre-
Dame. Tel 03 44 32 00 81. D Wed
pm-Mon. | @) Jan 1, May 1, Dec 25.
17 I3 obligatory.

T Musée d'Art et
d’Archéologie

Ancien Evéché, 2 pl Notre-Dame.
Tel 03 44 32 00 81. D Wed pm-
Mon. [@) Jan 1, May 1, Dec 25. 13

Chantilly ®

Oise. i 72,500. [Z] [E] H 60 av

du Maréchal Joffre (03 44 67 37 37).
& Wed & Sat.
www.chantilly-tourisme.com

The horse-racing capital of
France, Chantilly offers a
classy combination of chiteau,
park, and forest that has long
made it a popular excursion.

With origins in Gallo-Roman

Les Trés Riches Heures du Duc de Berry, on show in Chantilly

times, the chateau of today
started to take shape in 1528
when the famous Anne de
Montmorency, Constable of
France, had the old fortress
replaced and added the Petit
Chiateau. During the time of
the Great Prince of Condé
(1621-86), renovation work
continued and Le Notre created
a park and fountains which
made even Louis XIV jealous.
Destroyed in the Revolution,

CHANTILLY HORSE RACING

Chantilly is the capital of thoroughbred racing in France, a
shrine to the long-standing love affair between the French
upper classes and the world of horses. It was the firm belief
of Prince Louis-Henri de Bourbon, creator of Chantilly’s
monumental Grandes Ecuries, that he would one day be
reincarnated as a horse. Horse racing was introduced from
England around 1830 and soon became very popular. The
first official race meeting was held here in 1834 and today
around 3,000 horses are trained in the surrounding forests
and countryside. Every June, Chantilly becomes the focus of
the social and flat racing season when top riders and their
thoroughbreds compete for its two historic trophies, the Prix
du Jockey-Club and Prix de Diane-Hermes.

Prix Equipage de Hermés, one of many prestigious races at Chantilly

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp556-8 and pp607-10
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the Grand Chateau was again
rebuilt and its receptions and
hunting parties became
crowded by the fashionable
high society of the 1820s-30s.
It was finally replaced by a
Renaissance-style chiteau in
the late 19th century.

Today the Grand Chateau and
the Petit Chateau form the
Musée Condé, displaying art
treasures collected by its last
private owner, the Duke of
Aumale. These include work by
Raphael, Botticelli, Poussin,
and Ingres, and an entertain-
ing gallery of 16th-century por-
traits by the Clouet broth-
ers. Among the most pre-
cious items is the
famous 15th-cen-
tury illuminated
manuscript Les
Trés Riches
Heures du Duc
de Berry, repro-
ductions of which
are on view. You
can also tour the
stately apartments,
with decorative
conceits ranging
from frolicking
monkeys to
triumphant battles.

Both chiteaux are
somewhat upstaged by the
magnificent stables (Grandes
Ecuries), an equestrian palace
designed by Jean Aubert in
1719 which could accommo-
date 240 horses and 500 dogs.
It is occupied by the Musée
Vivant du Cheval, presenting
various breeds of horses and
ponies, and riding displays.

M Musée Condé

Chateau de Chantilly. Tel 03 44 62
62 62. [ Wed-Mon. 23 4

¥4, Musée Vivant du Cheval
Grandes Ecuries du Prince de Condé,
Chantilly. Tel 03 44 57 13 13.

[ Wed-Mon (winter pms only).
173 I www.museeducheval.fr

Parc Astérix @

Asterix with friends,
Parc Astérix

Plailly. [{] 03 44 62 34 34. ) Apr-
Aug: daily; Sep—early Oct: Wed & we.
some Mon & Fri in May-Jun
(check). 7 [ www.parcasterix.fr

Near Charles de Gaulle
Airport a small fortified
Gaulish village has its own
customs controls, currency,
and radio station (Menhir FM).

One of the most popular
theme parks in France, it is
dedicated to Asterix the Gaul
and all the other characters in
Goscinny and Uderzo’s famous
cartoon strip: Getafix, Obelix,
Cacofonix et al. The Romans
are driven crazy as they try to
subdue these larger-than-life
Gauls, who dodge patrolling
Roman centurions. Hilarious
battles take place.

The Parc is as much about
French history as about the
cartoons. Via Antiqua and the
Roman City are lighthearted
but genuinely educational.
Rue de Paris shows Paris

through the centuries,
including the construc-
tion of Notre-
Dame cathe-
dral. There are
non-historical
attractions too,
like a dolphi-
narium and
Zeus’ Thunder
high-speed roller-
coaster. Check out
the latest rides —
there’s usually
something new
every year.

Laon ®

Aisne. il 26,000. [Z] Fl Hotel-
Dieu, pl du Parvis Gauthier de

Montagne (03 23 20 28 62).
A Wed-Thu & Sat.
www.tourisme-paysdelaon.com

The capital of the Aisne
departement, Laon occupies a
dramatic site on top of a

The pedestrianized rue Chatelaine,
a main shopping street in Laon

Rose window in the 13th-century
Cathédrale de Notre-Dame, Laon

long, narrow ridge
surrounded by wide plains.
The old town, on top of the
mount, is best approached
by Poma, an automated cable
car that swings up from the
train station to the place

du Général Leclerc.

The pedestrianized rue
Chatelaine leads to Laon’s
splendid Cathédrale de
Notre-Dame. Completed in
1235, the cathedral lost two
of its original seven towers in
the Revolution but remains an
impressive monument to the
early Gothic style.

Details include the deep
porches of the west facade,
the four-story nave, and the
carved Renaissance screens
enclosing its side chapels.
The immense 13th-century
rose window in the apse
represents the Glorification of
the Church. Protruding from
the cathedral’s western towers
are statues paying tribute to
the oxen used to haul up
stone for its construction.

The rest of medieval Laon
rewards casual strolling: a
promenade rings the 16th-
century Citadelle farther east,
while to the south you can
follow the ramparts past the
Porte d’Ardon and Porte des
Chenizelles to Eglise St-
Martin, with views of the
cathedral from rue Thibesard.

South of Laon is Chemin des
Dames, named after Louis
XV’s daughters who used to
take this route, but more often
remembered as a World War I
battlefield and lined with
cemeteries and memorials.
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CHAMPAGNE

MARNE - ARDENNES -

The so-called “sacred . "~
triangle of Champagne,”

linking Epernay, Reims,

and Chalons-en- Champagne is
like a magnet for wine lovers.
Here, the experience of drink-
ing fine champagne is
enhanced by gourmet meals of
stuffed trout, Ardennes ham, and the
famous sausages called andouillettes.

The sign-posted route touristique
du champagne wends its way through
vineyards towards endless cereal
plains stretching southward to the
“lake district,” an area of oak forests,
water meadows, and streams.

On the border between France and
Belgium lies the Ardennes, named
after the Celtic word for deep forest.
This wild border land of dramatic
valleys, deciduous forests, and hills is

bt

AUBE - HAUTE-MARNE

hampagne is a name of great resonance, conjuring up images
of celebration and the world-famous cathedral at Reims. Yel
beyond the glamor lies an unspoiled rural idyll of two
strikingly contrasting landscapes: the rolling plains of Champagne,
giving way to lakes and water meadows to the south, and the dense

Sforests and bills of the Ardennes in the north.
fi

e ,
- cut by the meanderings

of the river Meuse.

Border fortifications in-

clude the vast citadel of

}HSedan and the star-shaped

town and fortress of

Rocroi, as well as the
Maginot Line outposts built
before World War II. The Ardennes
may offer appealing countryside but
Champagne is culturally superior, with
impressive towns that have painstak-
ingly restored historic centers. It has
some striking churches, from the
Gothic majesty of Reims cathedral to
the rustic charm of its typical half-
timbered champenoises churches.
These feature vivid stained-glass win-
dows by the famous School of Troyes,
whose subtle craftsmanship seems to
typify the appeal of this quiet region.

o~

Timber-framed champenoise church at Lac du Der-Chantecoq

<] Cathédrale St-Etienne at Chalons-en-Champagne
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Exploring Champagne

Champagne’s fizz draws wine lovers to the sacred triangle

between Reims, Epernay, and Chéilons-en-Champagne, but

the region also attracts culture lovers to its great churches,

notably Reims Cathedral. Reims abounds in gastronomic

restaurants but Troyes, the former capital of Champagne,

makes the most delightful base. Much of Champagne is flat

or gently undulating, and the wild and wooded Ardennes (ov7s}
to the north attracts walkers and nature-lovers. North of v Af,'g:fe'
Reims, the Ardennes canal can be explored by barge or

pleasure boat from Rethel; to the south, water sports are

popular on the lakes to the east of Troyes.
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GETTING AROUND B
The region’s main autoroute is the A26, Esternay
which reaches Reims in under 3 hours 7
from Calais, and also provides easy Mailly-le-
access to most of the region all the way Camp

down to Troyes and Langres (via the A3). &= AR ] E N
The A4 highway also links Reims to Paris Provins Romilly-

and Alsace. Paris-Reims by the new TGV ‘L\ sur-Seine

high-speed train takes 45 minutes. Rail - —] rcis-sur-Aube
transport within the region is ~ Nogent- UMery -sur-Seine |

reasonably good, and so are the roads. sur-Seine La Folgzaé'::‘q /
To explore the wine-growing region, % Feuges

f - i 5 P Marigny-!e-chételo (42 \
ollow the signposted roads marked

“Route de Champagne.” “Marcilly-le- Hayer -]
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For additional map symbols see back flap
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A grande marque
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Gilded reliquary (1896), with body of St Remi, in Basilique St-Remi, Reims

® Ancien Collége des
Jésuites & Planetarium

1 pl Museux. Tel 03 26 35 34 70.
College 7] (Planetarium).
Founded in 1606, this college
was a hospice until 1976.
Nowadays its 300-year-old
vines, Romanesque wine cel-

Reims @
Marne. il 200,000. [X] [Z] [E]

H 2 rue Guillaume de Machault
(0892 70 13 51). & daily.
Www.reims-tourisme.com

Pronounced like the French
word “prince” without the
“p,” Reims is home to some
of the best known grandes
marques in Champagne, and
several are grouped around
the Basilique St-Remi. But the
city has another, much earlier,
claim to fame: since the 11th
century all the kings of
France have come to this “city
of coronations” to be
crowned in its remarkable
Gothic Cathédrale Notre-
Dame (see pp212-13).
Although World War IT

lars, and Baroque interior
play their part as atmospheric
film sets, notably for the film
of Zola’s Germinal (1992)
and Queen Margot (1993).
High-lights include the refec-
tory’s ceiling and the kitchen,
the only room where fireplac-
es were permitted in an aus-
tere Jesuit establishment. A
double spiral staircase leads
to a Baroque library with yet
another magnificent ceiling.
Housed in the same building
since 1979 is the Planetarium,
with views of the sky from
everywhere in the world.

f Basilique St-Remi

PI St-Rémi. [ daily.

This Benedictine abbey
church, the oldest church in
Reims, began as a Carolingian
basilica dedicated to Saint Rémi
(440-533). Inside, an Early
Gothic choir and radiating

Porte Mars, a reminder of Reims in Roman times

bombing destroyed much of
Reims’ architectural coherence,
there are some remarkable
monuments here. The Crypto-
portique, part of the forum,
and Porte Mars, a triumphal
Augustan arch, recall the
Roman past. In 1945, the
German surrender was taken
in the Musée de la Reddition
in Eisenhower’s French HQ ‘1

during World War II.

Musée des Beaux Arts M
houses a fine collection

of 15th- and 16th-century ““Sg-.
canvases depicting

biblical scenes, portraits et ¥
by the Cranachs, The
Death of Marat by David,
and more than 20 land-
scapes by Corot. Also here are
the Barbizons, Impressionists, ¥
and modern masters.

In 1996 Reims celebrated
the 1,500-year anniversary of
the baptism of Clovis, first King
of the Franks, in its cathedral.

“a

o

Champagne
Mumm of
Reims

METHODE CHAMPENOISE

To produce its characteristic bubbles, champagne has

to undergo a process of double fermentation.

First fermentation: The base wine, made from rather acidic

grapes, is fermented at 68°-71.6°F in either stainless steel

tanks or, occasionally, in oak barrels. It is then siphoned off

from the sediment and kept at colder temperatures to clear
completely, before being drawn off and blended

with wines from other areas and years
J (except in the case of vintage champagne).

The wine is bottled and the ligueur de
tirage (sugar, wine, and yeast) is
added. Second fermentation: The bot-
tles are stored for a year or more in
cool, chalky cellars. The yeast converts
the sugar to alcohol and carbon diox-
ide, which produces the sparkle, and
the yeast cells die leaving a deposit.
To remove this, the inverted bottles are
turned and tapped daily (remuage) to shift
the deposits into the neck of the bottle.
Finally, the deposits are expelled by the process
known as dégorgement, and a bit of sugar syrup
(liqueur d’expédition) is added to adjust the
sweetness before the final cork is inserted.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp558-61 and pp610-12
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chapels can be seen, as well
as sculpted Romanesque
capitals in the north transept.

M Musée St-Remi

53 rue Simon. Tel 03 26 85 23 36.
[ daily pm only. [@| Jan 1, May 1,
Jul 14, Nov 1 & 11, Dec 25. 123

Set in the former abbey, the
adjoining museum encloses the
original Gothic chapterhouse
within its cloistered 17th-
century shell. On display are
archeological artifacts, 15th-
century tapestries depicting
the life of Saint Remi, and a
collection of weapons dating
from the 16th-19th centuries.

R Fort de la Pompelle

5 miles (8km) southeast of Reims.
Tel 032649 11 85.

Built to protect Reims after
the Franco-Prussian war, this
fort houses a museum display-
ing a fine collection of German
Imperial military headgear.

Epernay @

Marne. i 28,000. [E] H 7 av de
Champagne (03 26 53 33 00). [}
Wed, Sat & Sun. www.ot-epernay.fr

The sole reason for visiting
Epernay is to burrow into the
chalky caves and taste the
champagne. This rather undis-
tinguished town lives off the

Statue of Dom Perignon at Moét

fruits of its profitable champ-
agne industry. As proof, the
avenue de Champagne quarter
abounds in mock-Renaissance
mansions. Moét & Chandon,
dating back to 1743, is the
largest and slickest maison,
the star of the Moét-Hennessy
stable. Its cellars stretch some
18 miles (28 km) underground.
The group also owns other
champagne houses, such as
Mercier, Krug, Pommery, Veuve
Clicquot, and Canard Duchéne.

Dégorgement is the final
removal of the yeast deposits
Jfrom the bottle. The neck of the
bottle is plunged in freezing
brine and the frozen block of
sediment is then removed.

The bubbles in champagne are prodiced during the
second fermentation. Champagnes, especially vintage ones,

improve with ageing.

Seductive marketing of champagne since the 19th
century has ensured its continuing success.

There is little to choose
between a visit to the cellars of
Moét & Chandon or Mercier —
both are in Avenue de Champ-
agne. Mercier has the distinction
of displaying a giant tun (cask)
created for the 1889 Paris Exhi-
bition, and takes you through
the caves in an electric train.
De Castellaneoffers a more
personalized tour, accompa-
nied by a heady degustation.

8 Moét & Chandon

20 av de Champagne. Tel 03 26 51
20 20. [] Apr-mid-Nov: daily;
mid-Nov-Mar: Mon-Fri. 12 |73 only.
Www.moet.com

8 Mercier

70 av de Champagne. Tel 03 26 51
22 22. [ mid-Mar-Nov: daily; Dec—
mid-Mar: Thu-Mon. 17 [ 3
oblig. www.champagnemercier.com
® De Castellane

57 rue de Verdun. Tel 03 26 51 19
19. [] daily Jan-Mar: Sat & Sun

only). 12 [ restr. 3 obligatory.
www.castellane.com




212 NORTHEAST FRANCE

Reims Cathedral

The magnificent Gothic Cathédrale Notre-Dame at
Reims is noted for its harmony and monumentality.
A cathedral has stood on this site since 401, but the
present building was begun in 1211. Reims has been
the backdrop for coronations from medieval times until
1825, when Charles X was crowned. The coronation of
Charles VII here in 1429 was attended by Joan of Arc.
During the Revolution, the rood screen and windows
were destroyed but the stonework survived. World War I
damage was finally fully restored in 1996, to coincide .
with the 1,500th anniversary of the baptism of Clovis, A 1
King of the Franks, at Reims, which was considered the | 4 il I\
| \
Best seen at sunset, the L :

first coronation of a French king. L p]|;|I|
Al
il 1 ) )
13th-century window

shows the Virgin sur- Compared with the nave at
¥ rounded by the apostles Chartres (see pp308-11),
‘8 and angel musicians. It is ~ Reims is taller. Its elegant
| set within a larger window, — capitals are decorated with
a feature common in naturalistic floral motifs
13th-century architecture.  such as ivy and berries.

)

* Great Rose Window

K

1 T .m||,-..-n'»'-.m...n:......q-,q_....|-.-.u|-..m-.----...|.--|', Laad &

[t | il ¢
i ki . ‘I‘MM’

i

% Smiling Angel
Rich in statuary,
Reims is often called
“the cathedral of
angels.” Situated
above the left (north)
portal, this enigmatic
angel with unfurled The harmonious west facade, decorated
wings is the most cele- with over 2,300 statues, is the most notable
brated of the many feature at Reims. Fifty-six stone effigies of
that grace the building. French kings form the Gallery of the Kings.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp558-61 and pp610-12
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PALAIS DU TAU

The archbishop’s palace adjoining the cathedral is named
after its T-shaped design, based on early episcopal
crosses. (Tau is Greek for T.) The palace, built in 1690 by
Mansart and Robert de Cotte, encloses a Gothic Chapel
and the 15th-century Salle du Tau, rooms associated

with French coronations. On the eve of a coronation,

the future king would spend the night in the palace. After
being crowned in the cathedral, he held a magnificent
banquet in the palace. The Salle du Tau, or banqueting
hall, is the finest room in the palace, with a magnificent
barrel-vaulted ceiling and walls hung with 15th-century
Arras tapestries.
The palace now
houses a museum
of statuary and
tapestries from the
cathedral, inclu-
ding a 15th-
century tapestry of
the baptism of
Clovis, the first
Christian king.

Salle du Tau - the banqueting hall

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

Cathédrale Notre-Dame, pl du
Cardinal Lugon. Tel 03 26 47 55
34. [] 7:30am-7:30pm daily.
K3 8am & 7pm Mon—Fri; 8am
Sat; 9:30am & 11am Sun.

1 & 3 by appt only.
www.cathedrale-reims.com
Palais du Tau Tel 03 26 47 81
79. [ Tue-Sun. [@) Jan 1,

May 1, Nov 1 & 11, Dec 25. I3

South
transept 1[

| The radiating chapels of the

apse are supported by flying
buttresses and adorned with
octagonal pinnacles.

10

!

Apse Gallery

The restored claire-voie
(open work) gallery on the
apse is crowned by statues
of mythological beasts.

imasie

he clerestory windows
pioneered Gothic tracery by
dividing the lights with slender
bars of stone, creating a
decorative, intersecting pattern.

STAR FEATURES
% Gallery of the Kings

% Smiling Angel

* Great Rose Window

Pinnacles on the flying
buttresses shelter guardian
angels, symbolic protectors
of the cathedral.

Chagall Window

The windows in the axial chapel
were designed by the 20th-
century artist Marc Chagall and
made by local craftsmen. This
one depicts the Crucifixion and
the Sacrifice of Isaac.
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The sentier touristique, a walk along the ramparts of Rocroi

Vallée de la
Meuse ©

Ardennes. i}]] 8,900. [Z] Revin.
A 2 rue Victor Hugo, Revin (03 24
40 19 59). www.meuselavallee.org

The Meuse meanders through
the Ardennes among spec-
tacular scenery of wild gorges,
woods, and warped rock for-
mations of granite or schist.
Dramatically situated on a
double meander of the Meuse,
Revin is an unremarkable
town in an exceptional site,
with the Vieille Ville enfolded
in the north bend. From the
quay, you can see wooded
Mont Malgré Tout and a route
dotted with observation points
and steep trails. Just south is
Dames de la Meuse, a rocky
outcrop over the river gorge.
Monthermé lies on two
banks, with the Vieille Ville
clustered on the charming left
bank. The rocky gorges around
Roche a Sept Heures on the
far bank entice climbers and
ramblers. The jagged crest of
Rocher des Quatre Fils d’Ay-
mon suggests the silhouette of
four legendary local horsemen.

Rocroi @

Ardennes. [ifj] 2,600. [E] [Z] Revin
I 74 pl d'Armes (03 24 54 20 06).
[ Tue & 1st Mon of month.
www otrocroi.com

Set on the Ardennes plateau,
the unique star-shaped citadel
of Rocroi was originally built
under Henri II in 1555, and
later made impregnable by
Vauban in 1675 (see p226).

The main attraction is the walk
along the ramparts from the
southern gateway. The nature
preserve at Riezes is home to
orchids and carnivorous plants.

Charleville-
Mézieres @

Ardennes. i) 58,000. [Z] [E]
I 4 pl Ducale (03 24 55 69 90).

& Tue, Thu, & Sat.
www.charleville-tourisme.com

This riverside ford was
originally two towns. The
somber medieval citadel of
Mézieres only merged with the
neat Classical town of Charle-
ville in 1966. Mézieres has
irregular slate-covered houses
curving around a bend in the
Meuse. Battered fortifications
and gateways are visible from
avenue de St-Julien. Tucked
into the ramparts is the much
remodeled Gothic Notre-
Dame de I'Espérance.

The centrepiece of Charle-
ville is place Ducale, a model
of Louis XIII urban planning,

echoing place des Vosges in
Paris (see p91). The poet
Arthur Rimbaud was born near-
by in 1854. His modest birth-
place at No. 12 rue Bérégovoy
is still there, along with his
childhood home on the Meuse
at 7 quai Arthur Rimbaud.

Just along the quayside is the
Vieux Moulin, the town house
whose view inspired Le Bateatu
Ivre, Rimbaud’s greatest poem.
Inside is the small Musée
Rimbaud, with manuscripts
and photographs by the poet.

M Musée Rimbaud

Quai Arthur Rimbaud. Tel 03 24 32
44 65. [ ] Tue-Sun. [@] Jan 1, May 1,
Dec 25. IZ (free first Sun of month).

Sedan @

Ardennes. i) 23,000. [Z] [E]
H chéteau Fort, pl du Chateau
(03242773 73). & Wed & Sat.

Just to the east of Charleville
is the Chateau de Sedan, the
largest fortified castle in the
whole of Europe. There has
been a bastion on these
slopes since the 11th century,
but each Ardennes conflict
has spelled a new tier of
defenses for Sedan.

In 1870, during the Franco-
Prussian War, with 700
Prussian cannons turned on
Sedan, Napoleon IIT surren-
dered and 83,000 French
prisoners were deported to
Prussia. In May 1940 after
capturing Sedan, German
forces reached the French
coast a week later.

The seven-storeyed bastion
contains sections dating from
medieval times to the 16th

The 19th-century poet Rimbaud, whose birthplace was Charleville

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp558-61 and pp610-12
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century. Highlights of any
visit are the ramparts, the 16th-
century fortifications, and the
magnificent 15th-century eaves
in one tower. The Musée du
Chateau, in the south wing, is
rather jumbled, with a section
on military campaigns.

The bastion is surrounded by
17th-century slate-roofed
houses which hug the banks
of the Meuse. These reflect
the city’s earlier prosperity as
a Huguenot stronghold.

M Musée du Chateau

1 pl du Chateau. Tel 03 24 27 73 73.
[3 mid-Mar-mid-Sep: daily; mid-
Sep-mid-Mar: wie 12} Tue~Fri pms.

Environs

Farther south is Fort de Villy-
la-Ferté, one of the few forts
on the Maginot line to have
been captured in devastating
combat with the enemy

in 1940.

Courtyard inside the heavily
fortified Chateau de Sedan

Gargoyle on Basilique de Notre-Dame de I'Epine

Argonne @

Ardennes & Meuse. [] Chalons.
2] Ste-Menehould. [ 5 p! du
Général Leclerc, Ste-Menehould (03
26 60 85 83). www.argonne.fr

East of Reims, the Argonne

is a compact region of pictur-
esque valleys and forests,
dotted with priories, trenches,
and war cemeteries.

As a wooded border
between the rival bishoprics
of Champagne and Lorraine,
the Argonne was home to
abbeys and priories. Now
ruined, the Benedictine abbey
of Beaulieu-en-Argonne
boasts a 13th-century wine
press and has forest views.

designed in the vivid colors
of the School of Troyes.
Rural roads link ;
churches at Bailly-le-
Franc, Chatillon-sur-

Broué, Lentilles,

Vignory, Outines,
Chavanges, and
Montier-en-Der.

16th-century timber
church in Lentilles

CHAMPAGNE TIMBER CHURCHES

Skirting Lac du Der-Chantecoq lies a region of woodland
and water meadows, containing twelve Romanesque and
Renaissance half-timbered churches with curious pointed
gables and caquetoirs, rickety wooden porches.

They have intimate and often beautifully i

carved interiors with stained-glass windows

Just north is Les Islettes,
known for its faience pottery
and tiles. The hilly terrain
here was a battleground
during the Franco-Prussian
War and World War 1. The
disputed territory of Butte de
Vauquois, north of Les Islettes,
bears a war memorial.

L'Epine @

Marne. Jiij) 600. [E] Chélons. [E]
I Mairie (03 26 66 96 99).

L’Epine is worth visiting if
only for a glimpse of the
Basilique de Notre-Dame de
I'Epine surrounded by wheat-
fields. Designed on the scale of
a cathedral, this 15th-century
Flamboyant Gothic church
has been a pilgrimage site
since medieval times. Even
French kings have come here
to venerate a “miraculous”
statue of the Virgin.

On the facade, three gabled
portals are offset by floating
tracery, a gauzy effect remini-
scent of Reims cathedral. All
around are gruesome gar-
goyles, symbolizing evil spirits
and deadly sins, chased out by
the holy presence within.
Unfortunately, the most risqué
sculptures were destroyed,
judged obscene by 19th-
century puritans. The subdued
Gothic interior contains a 15th-
century rood-screen and the
venerated statue of the Virgin.
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Chalons-en-
Champagne @

Marne. i 48,000. [Z] E H

3 quai des Arts (03 26 65 17 89).
& Wed, Fri am, Sat, Sun am.
www.chalons-tourisme.com

Encircled by the river Marne
and minor canals, Chilons’
sleepy bourgeois charm is
made up of half-timbered
houses and gardens mirrored
in canals. Nearby are vineyards
producing Blanc de Blancs.

From quai de Notre-Dame
there are views of old bridges
and the Romanesque towers
of Notre-Dame-en-Vaux, a
masterpiece of Romanesque-
Gothic. Behind the church is
a well-restored medieval
quarter and the Musée du
Cloitre, containing the orig-
inal Romanesque cloisters.

Cathédrale St-Etienne, by
the canal, is a cool Gothic
affair with a Baroque portal,
Romanesque crypt and vivid
medieval windows. Beyond is
Le Petit Jard, riverside gar-
dens overlooking the Chéteau
du Marché, and a turreted toll
gate built by Henri IV.
Excellent river tours of the
city are available from the
tourist office.

M Musée du Cloitre de
Notre-Dame-en-Vaux

Rue Nicolas Durand. Tel 03 26 69
38 53. [] Wed-Mon. @) Jan 1,
May 1, Nov 1 & 11, Dec 25. 173 (3

Troyes @

Aube. ) 62,000. [F] [E] F 76 bd
Carnot (03 25 82 62 70). g daily.
www.tourisme-troyes.com

Troyes is a delight, a city
of magnificent Gothic church-
es and charming 16th-century
courtyards, in a historical
center shaped like a cham-
pagne cork. The city is
famous for its heritage of
stained glass and sausages
(andouillettes), its knitwear
industry, and factory stores.
The battered Flamboyant
Gothic west front of the
Cathédrale St-Pierre-et-St-
Paul opens onto a splendid
vaulted interior. The nave is
bathed in mauvish-red rays

Statuary in Troyes’ Cathédrale St-Pierre-et-St-Paul

from the 16th-century rose
window, complemented by
the discreet turquoise of the
Tree of Jesse window and the
intense blue of the medieval
windows of the apse.
Nearby, Eglise St-Nizier glit-
ters in the faded quarter
behind the cathedral with its
shimmering tiled Burgundian
roof. Inside, it is lit by win-
dows in a range of warm
mauves and soothing blues.
The Gothic Basilique St-
Urbain boasts grand flying
buttresses and particularly
fine windows which have
recently been restored. Eglise
Ste-Madeleine is noted for its
elaborate 16th-century rood
screen resembling lacey foli-

Rue Larivey, a typical street with
half-timbered houses, in Troyes

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp558-61 and pp610-12

age, grapes and figs. Beyond
is a wall of windows in
browns, reds, and blues. The
ruelle des Chats, which is a
quaint covered passageway,
connects rue Charbonnet and
rue Champeaux.

Set in one of the best-
preserved quarters, Eglise
St-Pantaléon faces a Renais-
sance mansion. A Gothic and
Renaissance interior houses
an imposing collection of
16th-century statuary and
severe grisaille windows.

m Musée d’Art Moderne

14 pl St-Pierre. Tel 03 25 76 26 80.
[ Tue-Sun. [@) public hols. 173
Beside the cathedral, the
former episcopal palace is
now a museum of modern
art, with a sculpture by Rodin,
and an especially fine collec-
tion of Fauvist paintings, as
well as other modern art.

m Hétel du Petit Louvre

Rue de la Montée St-Pierre.
Courtyard only [ ] daily.

Set off quai Dampierre, this
well-restored hotel particulier
boasts a fish-scale roof,
medieval tower, Renaissance
courtyard, staircase, and well.
The highlight is a facade
adorned with quizzical
multicolored faces.
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Environs

The city’s green playground,
Lac et Forét d’Orient, is 15 miles
(25 km) east of Troyes. The
forest is dotted with marshes,
nature preserves, and smaller
lakes. Lac d’'Orient, the largest
artificial lake in Europe, is
popular for sailing, with
water-skiing on Lac Amance,
and fishing at Lac du Temple.

Chaumont @

Haute-Marne. il 26,000. [Z] H o/
du Général de Gaulle (03 25 03 80

80). [ Wed & Sat. www.ville-chau-
mont.fr

As the former residence

of the Counts of Champagne,
this feudal town enjoyed great
prestige in the 13th century.
On the far side of a ravine,
the old town is on a rocky
spur, with the Palais de
Justice and the medieval
castle keep dominating.

The keep is a reminder
that this quiet administrative
center had a formidable past.
This impression is confirmed
by the Renaissance town
houses which are bulging
with tourelles d’escaliers,
turreted staircases.

Basilique St-Jean-Baptiste,
a gray-stone Champenois
church, is the most remark-
able monument in Chaumont.
The interior is enlivened by a
spider’s web of vaulting, a
striking turreted staircase and
Renaissance galleries. Near
the entrance is a tiny chapel
containing an unsettling Mise
au Tombeau (1471), an
intense multicolored stone
group of 10 mourners gath-
ered around Christ laid out on
a shroud in his tomb. In the
left transept is a bizarre but
beguiling Tree of Jesse. On
this ill-lit Renaissance stone
relief, a family tree sprouts
from the sleeping Jesus.

Environs

Fourteen miles (23 km) to the
northwest of Chaumont,
Colombey-les-Deux-Eglises
will forever be associated with
General Charles de Gaulle
(1890-1970). The de Gaulles
bought their home, La
Boisserie, in 1933, but had to
abandon it during the war,

Cathédrale St-Mammeés in Langres

when it was badly damaged.
After its restoration, de Gaulle
would return to La Boisserie
from Paris at weekends to
write his memoirs and plan
his come-back. He died here
on November 9, 1970. The
house is now a museum.

In the village churchyard,
the General and President of
France (1958-69) lies in a
simple tomb. However, a
giant granite cross of Lorraine,
erected in 1972, dominates the
skyline. At its foot, the
Mémorial is a new museum
dedicated to De Gaulle’s life.

M La Boisserie
Colombey-les-Deux-Eglises.

Tel 03 25 01 52 52. D Feb-Nov:
Wed-Mon. 12}

M Mémorial Charles de Gaulle
Tel 03 2501 52 52. D Feb-Nov:
Wed-Mon (Apr—Oct: daily). 23

Langres @

Haute-Marne. i 70,000. [E]
[E H square Olivier Lahalle
(03 25 87 67 67). B Fri.
www.tourisme-langres.com

Set on a rocky spur, Langres
lies beyond Chaumont, in the
backwaters of southern
Champagne. This ancient
bishopric was one of the gate-
ways to Burgundy and the
birthplace of the encyclopedist,
Denis Diderot (1713-84).
Langres promotes itself as a
land of springs, claiming that
its proximity to the sources of
the Seine and Marne grant it
mystical powers.

Virtually the whole town is
enclosed by medieval ramparts,
Langres’ undoubted attraction.
A succession of towers and
parapets provide glimpses of
romantic town gates and
sculpted Renaissance mansions,
with panoramic views of the
Marne valley, the Langres pla-
teau, the Vosges, and, on a
clear day, even Mont Blanc.

Near Porte Henri IV is the
much-remodeled Cathédrale
St-Mammeés. The gloomy
vaulted interior, in Burgundian
Romanesque style, is redeemed
by the sculpted capitals in the
apse, reputedly taken from a
temple of Jupiter. The town’s
Musée d’Art et d’'Histoire has
some interesting collections.

Langres’ lively summer season
includes historical re-enact-
ments, theater, and fireworks.

Memorial to General de Gaulle at Colombey-les-Deux-Eglises
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ALSACE AND LORRAINE

MEURTHE-ET-MOSELLE - MEUSE - MOSELLE - BAS-RHIN
HAUT-RHIN - VOSGES

s border regions, Alsace and Lorraine have been fought over for

centuries by France, Austria, and Germany, their beleaguered

past recalled by many a military stronghold and cemetery.
Today, the region presents only a peaceful aspect with pastel-painted
villages, fortified towns, and sleepy vineyards.

™
L

At the northeast frontier __, [
of France, bordered by <

the Rhine, Alsace forms a Y
fertile watershed between the \KL
mountains of the Vosges and [}
the Black Forest in Germany. |

scape on the other side of the
mountains, is the poorer cousin but
is more overtly French in character.

EMBATTLED TERRITORY
Caught in the wars between France
and Germany, Alsace and part of
Lorraine have changed nationality
four times since 1871. Centuries of
strife have made border citadels of
Metz, Toul, and Verdun in Lorraine,
while Alsace abounds with castles,
from the faithfully reconstructed
Haut-Koenigsbourg to Saverne’s

Lorraine, with its rolling land- "~ _ |

ruined fortress, built to
guard a strategic pass in

the Vosges. However, the

3 area has a strong identity
5 of its own, taking pride in
7 local costumes, traditions,
=~ and dialects. In Alsace,

Route des Vins vineyards
nudge pretty villages in the Vosges
foothills. Strasbourg, the capital, is a
cosmopolitan city with a 16th-centu-
ry center, while Nancy, Lorraine’s
historical capital, represents elegant
18th-century architecture.

Much of the attraction of this region
lies in its cuisine. Lorraine offers beer
and quiche lorraine. In Alsace, cozy
winstubs, or wine cellars, serve sauer-
kraut and flowery white wines, such
as Riesling and Gewirztraminer.
There are also fine restaurants here.

Villagers enjoying the view from their window in Hunspach, north of Strasbourg in the northern Vosges

<] Half-timbered houses with flower-clad balconies along the Route du Vin in Alsace
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Exploring Alsace and Lorraine

Visitors seeking art and architecture will be amply rewarded
by the charming medieval towns and excellent city
museums of the region. Undiscovered Lorraine is the place
to clamber over military citadels, walk in unspoiled
countryside, and unwind at relaxing

spas. By contrast, Alsace offers ¢ yam

magnificent forests and rugged s
mountain drives in the Vosges,
quaint villages, and rich wines.
The Route des Vins (see pp232-
3) is one of the region’s many
scenic routes. It is particularly
popular during the wine har-
vest festivities but is worth
visiting in any season.
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GETTING AROUND
There are good road and
rail links between Strasbourg,
Colmar, and Nancy, and on
to Switzerland and Germany.
The main roads to and
through the regions are the
N4, A31, and A35, the A4 to
Paris, and the N59 and the
tunnel under the Vosges.
The spectacular journey
over the Vosges and along
the Route des Vins is best
made by car or on organ-
ized trips from Colmar or
Strasbourg. The TGV link to
the region from Paris takes
2 hours 20 minutes.
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Verdun @
Meuse. i) 27,000. [Z] [E1 HI p!

de la Nation (03 29 86 14 18). [&
Fri. www.verdun-tourisme.com

Verdun will be forever
remembered for the horrors
of the 1916-1917 Battle of
Verdun, when about a million
men died in almost a whole
year of continuous bloodshed
that is considered the worst
single battle of the Great War.
The Germans intended to
strike a blow at French morale
by destroying the forts of
Douaumont and Vaux (which
had been built to prevent a
repeat of the humiliating
French defeat of the Franco-
Prussian war of 1870) and
capture Verdun, France’s
northeastern stronghold. The
French fought simply to
prevent the town being taken.
The stalemate and the killing
continued here right up to the
end of the war, and not until
1918 did the Germans draw
back from their positions just
3 miles from the town.

Several poignant museums,
memorials, battle sites, and
cemeteries can be visited in the
hills just outside Verdun on the
north side. In this devastated
region, nine villages were
obliterated without trace. The
Musée-Memorial de Fleury
tells their story. Nearby, the
Ossuaire de Douaumont
contains the unidentified bones
of over 130,000 French and
German dead. One of the most
striking monuments to the
Battle of Verdun is Rodin’s
memorial in Verdun itself. It
depicts the winged figure of
Victory unable to soar

triumphant because she has
become caught in the remains
of a dead soldier.

The town of Verdun was
heavily fortified over the
centuries. The crenelated
Porte Chaussée, a medieval
river gateway, still guards the
eastern entrance to the town
and is the most impressive of
the remaining fortifications.

Although battered by war
damage, the Citadelle de
Verdun retains its 12th-
century tower, the only relic
from the original abbey that
Vauban incorporated into his
new military design. Now a
war museum, the Citadelle
Souterraine recreates Verdun’s
role in WWI. The citadel case-
mates come to life as grim
trenches, and the presentation
ends by showing how the
“Unknown Soldier” was cho-
sen for the symbolic tomb
under the Arc de Triomphe in
Paris (see p107).

The town center is domin-
ated by the cathedral, where
Romanesque elements were
rediscovered after the 1916
bombardments.

The 16th-century cloisters of Eglise
St-Gengoult in Toul

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp561-2 and pp612-14

M Citadelle Souterraine
Ave du 5iéme R.A.P. Tel 03 29 86

14 18. ] daily. (@) Jan. 3

Toul @

Meurthe-et-Moselle. i 77,000.
21 ] | parvis de la Cathédrale
(038364 11 69). B Wed & Fri.
www.ot-toul.fr

Lying within dark forests
west of Nancy, the octagonal
fortress city of Toul is
encircled by the Moselle and
the Canal de la Marne. Along
with Verdun and Metz, Toul
was one of the 4th-century
bishoprics. In the early 18th
century, Vauban built the cita-
del, from which the ring of
defensive waterways, the
octagonal city ramparts, and
the Porte de Metz remain.
The Cathédrale St-Etienne,
begun in the 13th century,
took over 300 years to build.
It suffered damage in World
War II but the purity of the
Champenois style has survived,
notably in the arched, high-
galleried interior. The imposing
Flamboyant Gothic facade is
flanked by octagonal towers.
Rue du Général-Gengoult,
behind the Gothic Eglise St-
Gengoult, contains a clutch of
sculpted Renaissance houses.
North of the city the local
“gray” Cotes de Toul wines
are produced.

Environs

South of Toul, near the town
of Neufchateau, is the birth-
place of Joan of Arc at
Domrémy-La-Pucelle. Next
door to the house where she
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was born is an exhibition

about her remarkable life.
The vast Parc Régional de

Lorraine takes in red-tiled

cottages, vineyards, forests,

cropland, chaumes (high

pastureland), marshes, and

lakes. Inns in the area are

especially noted for

their quiche lorraine

and potée lorraine,

a bacon casserole. ?

Jupiter Slaying a Monster on the
Column of Merten in La Cour d'Or

Metz ©

Moselle. il 730,000. )]
A p! d’Armes (03 87 55 53 76).
A Sat. www.mairie-metz.fr

An austere yet appealing city,
Metz sits at the confluence of
the Moselle and the Seille.
Twenty bridges criss-cross the
rivers and canals, and there
are pleasant walks along the
banks. This Gallo-Roman city,
now the capital of Lorraine,
has always been a pawn in
the game of border chess —
annexed by Germany in 1871,
regained by France in 1918.
Set on a hill above the
Moselle, the Cathédrale St-
Etienne overlooks the historic
center. Inside there are
stained-glass windows,
including some by Chagall.
To the northwest of the
cathedral, a narrow wooden
bridge leads across to the
island of Petit Saulcy, site of
the oldest French theater still
in use. Located on the other
side of the cathedral, the
Porte des Allemands, span-
ning a river, more resembles
a medieval castle because of
its bridge, defensive towers,
and 13th-century gate with
pepper-pot towers.

In the Vieille Ville, place St-
Louis is a delightful square
bordered by lofty, arcaded
14th-century mansions. Eglise
St-Pierre-aux-Nonnains claims
to be one of the oldest
churches in France. The
external walls and the facade
date from Roman times, while
much of the rest belongs to
the 7th-century convent that
occupied the site. Nearby is
the frescoed 13th-century
Chapelle des Templiers, built
by the Knights Templar.

Opened in Metz in 2010,
the Centre Pompidou-Metz is
an annex to the Pompidou
Center in Paris (see pp92-3).
The museum is a showcase
for modern European art.

M Musée de la Cour d'Or

2 rue du Haut-Poirier. Tel 03 87 68 25
00. [} Wed-Mon. [@] publ hols. 12
Also known as the Musée d’Art
et d'Histoire, this fascinating
collection is set in the Petits-
Carmes, a deconsecrated
17th-century monastery incor-
porating Gallo-Roman thermal
baths and a medieval tithe
barn. On display are Merovin-
gian stone carvings, Gothic
painted ceilings, and a variety
of German, Flemish, and
French paintings.

The 13th-century Chapelle des

iers with

WHITE STORKS

Until recently, the white
stork, traditionally a symbol
of good fortune, was a
frequent sight in northeast
France. White storks spend
the winter in Africa, but
migrate north to breed.
However, the gradual
draining of marshy ground,
pesticides, and electric
cables have threatened
their survival here. A
program to reintroduce
them to the area has set
up breeding centers, as at
Molsheim and Turckheim,
which means these striking
birds can once again be
seen in Alsace-Lorraine.

d frescoes in Metz




NORTHEAST FRANCE

Place Stanislas in Nancy with the statue of Stanislas Leczinski, Duke of Lorraine and father-in-law of Louis XV

Nancy ©

Meurthe-et-Moselle. Jiif] 705,000.
E1 E B 14 pl Stanislas

(03 83 3522 41). & Tue-Sat.
www .ot-nancy.fr

Lorraine’s historic capital
backs onto the Canal du
Marne and the river Meurthe.
In the 18th century, Stanislas
Leczinski, Duke of Lorraine
(see p302), transformed the
city, making it a model of
18th-century urban planning.
Nancy'’s second golden age
was the turn of this century,
when glassmaker Emile Gallé
founded the Ecole de Nancy,
a forerunner of the Art
Nouveau movement in France.
Nancy’s principal and most
renowned landmark is place
Stanislas. Laid out in the
1750s, this elegantly propor-
tioned square is enclosed by
highly ornate gilded wrought-
iron gates and railings,
beautifully restored in 2005.
Lining the square are fine
hétels particuliers (town
houses) and chic restaurants.
An Arc de Triomphe leads
to Place de la Carriere, a
gracious, tree-lined square. At
the far end, flanked by semi-
circular arcades, is the Gothic
Palais du Gouvernement.
Next door in the Parc de la

Pépiniere is Rodin’s statue of
Claude Lorrain, the landscape
painter, born near Nancy.
The Grande Rue provides a
glimpse of medieval Nancy.
Of the original fortifications
only the Porte de la Craffe
remains, which was used as a
prison after the Revolution.

f Eglise et Couvent des
Cordeliers et Musée Régional
des Arts et Traditions
Populaires

64 & 66 grande rue. Tel 03 8332 18
74. [] Wed-Mon. [@| Jan 1, Easter,
May 1, Jul 14, Nov 1, Dec 25. 123
The Dukes of Lorraine are
buried in the crypt and the
adjoining converted
monastery contains the Musée
Régional des Arts et Traditions
Populaires, covering folklore,
furniture, costumes, and crafts.

M Musée des Beaux Arts

3 pl Stanislas. Tel 03 83 85 30 72.
[ Wed-Mon. [@) some public
hois. 72 A 3

Recent renovation and a mod-
ern extension have enabled
40 percent more of the
museum’s remarkable
collection of 14th- to 20th-
century European art to be
seen, including works by
Delacroix, Manet, Monet,
Utrillo and Modigliani. The
Daum glassware is stunning.

M Musée Historique Lorraine
Palais Ducal, 64 grande rue.

Tel 03 833218 74. D Tue-Sun.
Jan 1, May 1, Jul 14, Nov 1,

Dec 25. 173

The Museum of the History of
Lorraine has a rich collection
of archeological finds, sculp-
tures, and paintings, including
two by Georges de la Tour.

M Musée de I'Ecole de Nancy
36-38 rue de Sergent Blandan.

Tel 03 83 40 14 86. ] Wed-Sun.
Jan 1, May 1, July 14, Nov 1,
Dec 257313

Exhibits in reconstructed

Art Nouveau settings include
furniture, fabrics, and
jewelry, as well as the
fanciful glassware of Emile
Gallé, founder of the Ecole
de Nancy.

Arc de Triomphe in place Stanislas,
leading to place de la Carriére

Vosges landscape seen from the Route des Crétes

THE ROUTE DES CRETES

This strategic mountain road, 50 miles

(83 km) long, connects the Vosges valleys
from Col du Bonhomme to Cernay, east of
Thann, often through woodland. Hugging
the western side of the Vosges, the Route
des Crétes was created during World War I to
prevent the Germans from observing French
troop movements. When not shrouded in
mist, there are breathtaking views over
Lorraine from its many “ridges” (crétes).

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp561-2 and pp612-14




ALSACE AND

LORRAINE

Gérardmer @

Vosges. il 70,000. [F]

E2 H 4 p! des Déportés
(03292727 27). g Thu & Sat.
www .gerardmer.net

Nestling on the Lorraine
side of the Vosges, on the
shore of a magnificent lake
stretching out before it,
Gérardmer is a setting rather
than a city. In November
1944, just before its liberation,
Gérardmer was razed by the
Nazi scorched-earth policy,
but has since been recon-
structed. Saw mills and wood-
carving remain local trades,
though tourism is fast replac-
ing the textile industry.
Gérardmer is now a popu-
lar vacation resort. In winter,
the steep slopes of the Vosges
Cristallines around the town
turn it into a ski resort, while
the lake is used for water-
sports in summer. The town’s
attractions also include lake-
side walks and boat trips, as
well as Géromée cheese,
similar to the more famous
Munster from just over the
Alsatian border. Gérardmer
also boasts the oldest tourist
information office in the
country, dating from 1875.
The scenic drives and
mountain hikes in the Vosges
attract adventurous visitors.
Most leave the lakeside bowl
to head for the Alsatian
border via the magnificent
Route des Crétes, which can
be joined at the mountain
pass of Col de la Schlucht.

Recreating village crafts in Ecomusée d’Alsace in Ungersheim

Mulhouse @

Haut Rhin. & 7125,000. BY E]

[ H 9 av du Maréchal Foch

(03 89354848). @ Tue, Thu & Sat.
www.tourisme-mulhouse.com

Close to the Swiss border,
Mulhouse is an industrial city,
badly damaged in World War
II. However, there are
technical museums and
shopping galleries, as well as
Alsatian taverns and Swiss
wine bars. Most visitors use
the city as a base for explor-
ing the rolling hills of the
Sundgau on the Swiss border.
Of the museums, Musée de
I'lmpression sur Etoffes, at 14
rue Jean-Jaques Henner,
is devoted to textiles and
fabric painting, while Musée
Francais du Chemin de Fer, at
2 rue Alfred Glehn, has a

The lake at Gérardmer, offering sporting and leisure activities

collection of steam and elec-
tric locomotives. A revamped
Musée National de I’Auto-
mobile, at 192 avenue de
Colmar, boasts over 100
Bugattis, a clutch of Mercedes
and Ferraris, and Charlie
Chaplin’s Rolls Royce. In
Place de la République is the
Musée Historique, in the
Renaissance former town hall.

Alsatian black pig in Ecomusée
d’Alsace in Ungersheim

e

Environs

At Ungersheim, north of
Mulhouse, the Ecomusée
d’Alsace consists of rural
settings transplanted here to
preserve and display the
region’s heritage. The 12th-
century fortified house from
Mulhouse is a dramatic build-
ing, complete with Gothic
garden. Farms are run along
traditional lines, with livestock
such as the Alsatian black pig.
Rural crafts can be seen in their
original settings.

T Ecomusée d’Alsace
Chemin du Grosswald. Tel 03 89 62

43 00. [] Apr-Dec: daily. 73 [ (3
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Guebwiller @

Haut Rhin. [ 77,800. [E] Fl 73
rue de la République (03 89 76 10 63).
= Tue & Fri. www.florival.net

Surrounded by vineyards
and flower-filled valleys,
Guebwiller is known as “the
gate-way to the valley of
flowers.” However, as an
industrial town producing
textiles and machine tools,
it feels cut off from this
rural setting. The houses are
dignified, but the caves and
churches make it worth a visit.
Set on a pretty square,
Eglise Notre-Dame combines
Baroque theatricality with
Neoclassical elegance, while
Eglise des Dominicains boasts
Gothic frescoes and a fine
rood screen. Eglise St-Léger,
the richly ornamented
Romanesque church, is the
most rewarding, especially the
fagade, triple porch, and portal.

Eglise St-Léger in Guebwiller

Environs

The scenic Lauch valley, north-
west of Guebwiller, is known
as “Le Florival” because of its
floral aspect. Lautenbach is
used as a starting point for
hikes through this recognized
zone de tranquillité. The

THE CITADEL OF NEUF-BRISACH

The outer ring of defenses

was built around two moats.

Porte de
Strasbourg
was originally
protected

by a draw-

Porte de Bale

:-4
=Ly

The fortress -
is divided
into 48 ilots
or squares.

The fortress walls
are 30 ft (9 m) high
and 14.5 ft (4.5 m)
wide at their base.

i
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village has a pink Roman-
esque church, whose portal
depicts human passion and
the battle between Good and
Evil. The square leads to the
river, a small weir, lavoir
(public washing place), and
houses overhanging the water.

Neuf-Brisach ©

Haut Rhin. 5 2, 700. [E] [F Palais
du Gouverneur, 6 pl d’Armes (03 89
72 56 66). & 1st & 3rd Mon of each
month. www.tourisme-rhin.com

Situated near the German
border, this octagonal citadel
is the military strategist
Vauban’s masterpiece. Built
between 1698 and 1707, the
citadel forms a typical star-
shaped pattern, with
symmetrical towers enclosing
48 equal squares. In the center,
from where straight streets
radiate for ease of defense,

Place d'Armes,

once the parade
ground, provided the
innermost refuge.

Bastion

_ The Porte de Belfort
houses the Musée
Vauban. A walk links
Porte de Belfort with
Porte de Colmar.

Porte de Colmar
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The celebrated Issenheim altarpiece by Matthias Griinewald in Colmar

is the place d’Armes and the
Eglise St-Louis, which was
added in 1731-6. This was
the usual homage to Louis
XV, implying that the church
was dedicated to the King,
rather than the saint.

The Porte de Belfort houses
the Musée Vauban, which
includes a model of the town,
showing the outlying defenses,
now concealed by woodland.
They represent Vauban’s
barrier to the fortress and it is
to his credit that the citadel
was never taken.

M Musée Vauban

Pl Porte de Belfort. Tel 03 89 72 03
93. [] May-Oct: Wed-Mon, Nov—
Apr: groups only, by appt.

Eguisheim @

Haut Rhin. il 7,500. [E] Hl 22a
grand’rue (03 89 23 40 33).
www .ot-eguisheim.fr

Eguisheim is an exquisite
small town, laid out within
three concentric rings of 13th-
century ramparts. The en-
semble of austere fortifications
and domestic elegance within
makes for a surprisingly
harmonious whole.

In the center of town is the
octagonal feudal castle of the
Counts of Eguisheim. A
Renaissance fountain in front
has the statue of Bruno
Eguisheim, born here in 1002.
He became Pope Léon IX and
was later canonized.

The grand’rue is lined with
half-timbered houses, many
showing their construction

date. Close to the castle is the
Marbacherhof, a monastic
tithe barn and cornhall. On

a neighboring square, the
modern parish church retains
the original Romanesque
sculpted tympanum.

The rest of the town has its
share of Hansel-and-Gretel
atmosphere, while inviting
courtyards offer tastings of
grands crus. From rue de
Hautvilliers, outside the ram-
parts, a marked path leads
through scenic vineyards.

Colmar ®
Haut Rhin. [ifil 68,000.F] E] H 4

rue d’Unterlinden (03 89 20 68 92).
& Mon, Wed, Thu & Sat.
www.ot-colmar.fr

Colmar is the best preserved
city in Alsace. As a trading
post and river port, Colmar
had its heyday in the 16th
century, when wine merchants
shipped their wine along the
waterways running through

the picturesque canal quarter,
now known as Petite Venise.
“Little Venice” is best seen on
a leisurely boat trip that takes
you from the tanners” quarter
to the Rue des Tanneurs. The
adjoining Place de I'Alsacienne
Douane is dominated by the
Koifhiis, a galleried customs
house with a Burgundian
tiled roof overlooking half-
timbered pastel houses which
sport sculpted pillars.

Nearby, the place de la
Cathédrale quarter is full of
16th-century houses. Eglise
St-Martin, essentially Gothic,
has a noted south portal. To
the west, the place des
Dominicains, with cafés, is
dwarfed by the Gothic Eglise
Dominicaine. Inside is La
Vierge au Buisson de Roses
(1473), the red and gold
“Virgin of the Rosebush”
by Martin Schongauer, a
renowned painter and native
son of Colmar.

Place d’Unterlinden, the
adjoining square, has the
Musée d'Unterlinden. Set in a
Dominican monastery, it dis-
plays early Rhenish paintings.
The highlight is the Issenheim
altarpiece. A masterpiece of
emotional intensity, it is part
of an early 16th-century
Alsatian panel painting by
Matthias Grinewald.

In the historic center, the
quaint rue des Tétes has the
former wine exchange, a
Renaissance town house
known as the Maison des Tétes
because of the grimacing heads
on the gabled facade. And in
rue Merciere, Maison Pfister,
with its slender stair turret and
galleried flower-decked facade,
has come to typify the city.

Along the Quai de la Poissonerie in the Petite Venise area of Colmar

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp561-2 and pp612-14
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Riquewihr @

Haut Rhin. 5y 7,700.[5]
H 2 rue de 1ére Armée
(03 89737373). E Fri.
www.ribeauville-riquewihr.com

Vineyards run right up to the
ramparts of Riquewihr, the
prettiest village on the Route
du Vin (see pp232-3). Deeply
pragmatic, Riquewihr
winemakers plant roses at the
end of each row of vines —
both for their pretty effect
and as early detectors of
parasites. The village belonged
to the Counts of Wurtemberg
until the Revolution and has
grown rich on wine, from
Tokay and Pinot Gris to
Gewlirztraminer and Riesling.
Virtually an open-air museum,
Riquewihr abounds in
cobbled alleys, geranium-clad
balconies, galleried courtyards,
romantic double ramparts,
and watchtowers.

From the Hotel de Ville, the
rue du Général de Gaulle
climbs gently past medieval
and Renaissance houses, half-
timbered, stone-clad, or
corbeled. Oriel windows vie
with sculpted portals and
medieval sign boards. On the

right lies the idyllic place des
Trois Eglises. A passageway
leads through the ramparts

to the vineyards on the hill.
Further up lies the Dolder, a
13th-century belfry, followed
by the Tour des Voleurs (both
are museums, the latter with a
medieval torture chamber),
marking the second tier of
ramparts. Beyond the gateway
is the Cour des Bergers,
gardens laid out around the
16th-century ramparts.

Visitors outnumber the locals,
in summer or during the
superb Christmas market.

The pretty - and popular - vnllage
of Riquewihr, set among vineyards

Ribeauvillé ®

Haut Rhin. il 4,800.[Z] [E]

H 7 grand'rue (03 89 73 73 73).
& sat. www.ribeauville-
riquewihr.com

Overlooked by three ruined
castles, Ribeauvillé is stiflingly
prettified, as may be expected
from a favored town on the
Route du Vin. This status is
partly due to healthy sales

of the celebrated grands

crus of Alsace, especially
Riesling. There are ample
opportunities for tastings,
particularly near the park, in
the lower part of town (see
pp232-3).

On the grand’rue (No. 14)
is the Pfifferhiis, the minstrels’
house. As locals declare,
Ribeauvillé is the capital of the
kougelhopf, the almond-
flavored Alsatian cake.

Tortuous alleys wind past
steep-roofed artisans” and
vignerons” houses in the upper
part of the town. Beyond are
Renaissance fountains, painted
facades, and St Grégoire-le-
Grand, the Gothic parish
church. A marked path, which
begins in this part of town,
leads into the vineyards.

Chateau du Haut-
Koenigsbourg ®

Orschwiller. Tel 03 88 82 50 60.
[ daily. @) Jan 1, May 1, Dec 25.
)¢ m

www.haut-koenigsbourg.fr

Looming above the pretty
village of St-Hippolyte, this
castle is the most popular
attraction in Alsace. In 1114,
the Swabian Emperor,
Frederick of Hohenstaufen,
built the first Teutonic castle
here, which was destroyed in
1462. Rebuilt and added to
under the Habsburgs, it
burned down in 1633. At the
end of the 19th century, Kaiser
Wilhelm II commissioned
Berlin architect Bodo Ebhardt
to restore the castle. The
result of his painstaking work
was a precise reconstruction
of the original building.

With a drawbridge, fierce
keep, and rings of fortifications,
this warm sandstone hybrid is

a sophisticated feudal
chateau. The Cour d’'Honneur
is a breathtaking re-creation,
with a pointed corner turret
and creaky arcaded galleries.
Inside are gloomy “Gothic”
chambers and “Renaissance”
rooms. La Grande Salle is the
most far-fetched, with a Neo-
Gothic gallery and ornate
paneling. From the

\

Upper garden

West bastion

PR

battlements, almost 2,500 ft

(750 m) above the Alsace

plain, stretches a Rhineland
panorama bordered by the

Black Forest and the Alps. On

the other side are views

from the high Vosges to

villages and vineyards bt
below.

T
S
3
¥ - West wing
Outer walls
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Chapelle St-Sébastien outside Dambach-la-Ville, along the Route du Vin

Sélestat @

Bas Rhin. 1) 77,000. [Z] E H
Commanderie Saint Jean, bd du Gén-
éral Leclerc (03 88 58 87 20). E Tue,
Sat. www.selestat-tourisme.com

During the Renaissance,
Sélestat was the intellectual
center of Alsace, with a tradi-
tion of humanism fostered by
Beatus Rhenanus, a friend

of Erasmus. The Bibliothéque
Humaniste has a collection of
editions of some of the
earliest printed books,
including the first book to
name America, in 1507.
Nearby are the Cour des
Prélats, a turreted ivy-covered

mansion, and the Tour de
I'Horloge, a clocktower.
Eglise Ste-Foy is 12th-
century, with an
octagonal belltower.
Opposite is Eglise

St- Georges,
glittering with
green and red
“Burgundian
tiles.”

M Bibliothéque
Humaniste

1 rue de la Bibliotheque.
Tel 03 88 58 07 20. D Mon,
Wed-Sat am; (Jul-Aug:
Wed-Mon exc. Sun am).
public hols. 7 www.
bibliotheque-humaniste.eu

Environs
Medieval Dambach-la-Ville,
another pretty town, is linked
to Andlau and red-tiled
Ttterswiller by a delightful
rural road through vineyards.
Ebersmunster, a pictur-
esque hamlet, has an onion-
domed abbey church, whose
Baroque interior is a sump-
tuous display of gilded stucco.

Obernai ®

Bas Rhin. iyl 77,000.E] [E]
A p! du Beffroi (03 88 95 64 13).

v

Young Alsaciens
in traditional costume Paul. The place

" T =
v " 3 v
i 1 ( 2 v

. i

- l‘,frh‘ 3

b s

'ﬁ'ﬁ\.' i
] f“ i

g 3
s Outer walls
Guardroom
Entrance

North wing with kitchens

South wing with chapel

. Entrance ramp to
upper castle

Well tower

Hostelry

Wy

Drawbridge within the walls of
Chateau du Haut-Koenigsbourg

& Thu. www.obernai.fr

At the north end of the
Route du Vin, Obernai
retains a flavor of
authentic Alsace:
residents speak
Alsatian, at festi-
* vities women
wear traditional
costume, and
church services
are well-attended
in the cavernous
Neo-Gothic Eglise
St-Pierre-et-St-

du Marché is
well-preserved and features
the gabled Halle aux Blés, a
16th-century corn hall (now a
restaurant) above a former
butcher’s store, with a facade
adorned with cows” and
dragons’ heads. Place de la
Chapelle, the adjoining square,
has a Renaissance fountain
and the 16th-century Hétel de
Ville and the Kapellturm, the
galleried Gothic belfry. Side
streets have Renaissance and
medieval timber-framed
houses. A stroll past the cafés
on rue du Marché ends in a
pleasant park by the ramparts.

Environs
QOdile, Alsace’s seventh-century
patron saint, was born in Ober-
nai but she is venerated on
Mont Sainte-Odile, to the west.
Molsheim, a former bishop-
ric and fortified market town
6 miles (10 km) north, is
noted for its Metzig, a Renais-
sance-style butchers’ guildhall.
Le Mémorial de I'Alsace-
Moselle at Schirmeck com-
memorates the 10,000 who
died at the Struthof concen-
tration camp across the valley.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp561-2 and pp612-14



230 NORTHEAST FRANCE

Strasbourg @

Halfway between Paris and Prague, Strasbourg is
not surprisingly often known as “the crossroads
of Europe.” The city wears its European
cosmopolitanism with ease — after all, its
famous cathedral has catered to both Catholic
and Protestant congregations — and as one of
the capitals of the European Union has sensibly
located the futuristic European Parliament build-
ing some way from the historic center. One of
the ways to see this, along with the more tradi-
tional city sights, is to take a boat trip along the
waterways encircling the Old Town. On the
way you will take in the Ponts-Couverts, cov-
ered bridges linked by medieval watchtowers
that provide an observation point for the four
1ll canals, and the scenic Petite France, once the tanners’
district, dotted with mills and criss-crossed by bridges.

Cathedral
statue

Barge on the canal

The central portal of the west facade of the cathedral

£ Cathédrale Notre-Dame

A masterpiece of stone lace-
work, the sandstone cathedral
“rises like a most sublime,
wide-arching tree of God,” as
Goethe marveled. Though
construction began in the late
11th century (the choir is
Romanesque, the nave is
Gothic), it ended only in 1439,
with the completion of the
west facade, begun in 1277.
The three portals are orna-
mented with statues. But the
crowning glory is the rose win-
dow. The south portal leads to

Aeroport
12 km (7.5 miles)
-

Pont de
I'Abattoir

DE FER
o
s
s
<
2
<
RUE DU 2, S
Noy,
- E
t-Plerre- X MBRE
-Vieux 3

G, &

73
AN Rup >
«

E DES
QE DY BAIN AUX PLANTES MEUNIERS,
R

~ Musée d'Art
- Moderne et

- Contemporain

Terasse Panoramique
Grande Ecluse

the Gothic Pillar of Angels (c.
1230), set beside the Astrono-
mical Clock: mechanical
figures appear accompanied
by chimes at 12:31pm. There
are wonderful views over the
city from the viewing platform,
and on some summer evenings
there are organ concerts.

In place de la Cathédrale is
Maison Kammerzell, now a
popular restaurant that was
once a rich merchant’s man-
sion, its highly elaborate,
carved facade dating from
mid-15th- late-16th centuries.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp561-2 and pp612-14

Petite France

@Ponts-Couve rts

des Moulins

PLACE DES
MOULINS

Pont
St Thomas'

1 Palais Rohan

2 pl du Chateau. Tel 03 88 80 50 50.
[ Wed-Mon. [@) Jan 1, Good Fri,
May 1, Nov 1 & 11, Dec 25.

17 B www.musee-strasbourg.org
Designed by the king’s archi-
tect, Robert de Cotte, in 1730,
this grand Classical palace
was intended for the Prince-
Bishops of Strasbourg. It
houses three museums: the
Musée des Beaux Arts, the
Musée Archéologique, and
the Musée des Arts Décoratifs,
which contains the sumptuous
State Apartments and one of
the finest collections of
ceramics in France.

Gr,
Anp
Rug

R
3 3 STE-HELEN

RUE SALZMANN
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The Musée d’Art Moderne et Contemporain on Strasbourg’s waterfront
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STRASBOURG CITY CENTER

Cathédrale Notre-Dame ®

Maison Kammerzell @

Musée Alsacien @

Musée de I'Oeuvre
Notre-Dame ®

Palais Rohan ®

Petite France @

Ponts-Couverts

0 meters 250
— T—
0 yards 250

Key to Symbols see back flap

Rt H"J Historique
-

PLACE DU

M Musée Historique

3 pl de la Grande Boucherie.

Tel 03 88 52 50 00. [ ] Tue-Sun.
Jan 1, Good Fri, May 1, Nov 1 &
11, Dec 25. 123

The museum occupies the
16th-century city abattoir and
focuses on Strasbourg’s politi-
cal and military history.

M Musée Alsacien

23 quai St-Nicolas. Tel 03 88

52 50 00. D Wed-Mon.

[® Jan 1, Good Fri, May 1, Nov 1,
Dec 25. 173

Housed in a series of
interconnecting Renaissance
buildings, the museum

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

Bas Rhin. [j§i] 400,000.

7.5 miles (12 km) SW
Strasbourg. [Z] pl de la Gare
(08 92 35 35 35). [E] pl des
Halles (03 88 23 43 23).

[ 17 pl de la Cathédrale (03
88 52 28 28). [& Wed, Fri.
International Music Festival
(Jun—Jul). www .ot-strasbourg.fr

has fascinating exhibits on
local traditions and popular
arts and crafts.

M Musée de I'Oeuvre
Notre-Dame

3 pl du Chateau. Tel 03 88 52
50 00. [ Tue-Sun. [@) Jan 1,

Good Fri, May 1, Nov 1, Dec 25.

173 I ground floor.

The cathedral’s impressive
museum contains much
of its original sculpture
as well as magnificent

11th-century stained
glass. This somber
gabled house also
displays a collection
of Medieval and Renais-
sance Alsatian art.

M Musée d’Art Moderne
et Contemporain

1 pl Hans-Jean Arp. Tel 03 88 23 31
31. [ Tue-Sun. [@) Jan 1, Good Fri,
May 1, Nov 1 & 11, Dec 25. 1
[ 7] Concerts, movie theater.
Adrien Fainsilber’s cultural
flagship for the 21st century is
a marvel of glass and light
(particularly at night when it
appears to float on the river).
Its superb collections run from
1860-1950 and from 1950 on-
ward. The Art Café is wel-
come respite for art-weary feet.

Ponts-Couverts with medieval
watchtowers over the canals




NORTHEAST FRANCE
. Iaaaaaaa—
T-' Molsheim

The Alsace Route des Vins MARLENHEIM| | Renaissance buildings
(1) and Riesling vineyards

Meandering over 110 miles (180 3 vie for attention with a
km) from Marlenheim to Thann, the Bugatti motor museum.
picturesque wine route takes in his- m& .
toric towns with cobbled streets,
medieval timber-framed houses, and
Renaissance fountains. Romantically
appointed winstubs, or cellars,

Obernai @
The galleried
Kapellturm in the

and flowery white Alsatian wines. St¢ Oglilefa. . dates from the

offer traditional choucroute garnie Mor%f— i place du Marché
‘u.r."‘ ff) 1 13th—16th centuries.

Alsatian  Dedicated wine lovers could
wine  gpend two or three days covering
master .
the route at leisure, or may want oo
to make shorter trips in either direction to
or from Colmar. For a refreshing contrast
from the unremitting charm of the towns
and villages, escape occasionally into
sentiers viticoles — lovely paths through the
vineyards themselves.

®
Vintner’s carts now serve as
decoration in this pretty
medieval town renowned for
its grand cru Frankstein.

Ribeauvillé @

Famed for its Riesling, the
town celebrates Pipers’
Day, the first Sunday in
September, with a fountain
spouting free wine.

Riquewihr ®

A showcase of medieval and
Renaissance houses, this is one
of France’s most visited towns.

Eguisheim @

This ancient town ringed by
medieval houses produces two
grands crus, Eichberg (Oak Hill)
and Pfersigberg (Peach Hill).

Guebwiller | Turckheim ®
Eglise St-Léger dates - Ancient buildings encircle
from the Middle Ages, WL @ L4l J place Turenne in this
when Guebwiller grew 4, A . Renaissance town famous
rich on wine. Today it e =1 for its Brand wine.
is a busy textile town. KEY

= \\ine route

0 kilometers 5 _ \
——— q\ \ — Other roads

s s THANN \\ \ -




ALSACE WINE
Alsace wines are usually aro-

matic, dry, and full-bodied. All

are white except Pinot Noir,
used for light reds.

SELLCTIONSE AR JJEAS (1681,

ALSACT

A WA

E maw

GEWURZTRAMINER HUGEL:
AL
B3 4 R A el ohd — i!llﬁ

A late-harvested Alsatian classic

ALSACE AND

KEY FACTS

Location and
__3\\1‘9; climate
/ s Protected by the
HWHN Vosges, Alsace has
awarm climate and France’s
lowest annual rainfall.

__ Grape varieties
5 Alsace wines are
known simply by

Gewiirztraminer, with its
exotic rose-petal character,
is most typically Alsatian,
although the Riesling is
arguably the finest. Muscat
is another aromatic variety.
Spicy but less assertive than
Gewlrztraminer, Pinot Gris
and the crisper, dry Pinot
Blanc go well with food.
Pinot Noir is the only red
variety.

Lusciously rich, sweet,
late-harvested wines are an
Alsace specialty.

their grape variety.

Best producers

Albert Boxler,

Marcel Deiss, Rolly

Gassmann, Beyer,

Meyer-Fonne,
Kuentz-Bas, Domaine
Weinbach, Dopff & Irion,
Olivier Zind-Humbrecht,
Charles Schléret, Domaines
Schlumberger, Domaine
Ostertag, Domaine
Trimbach, Hugel & Fils,
Cave de Turckheim.

Good vintages
m—-\~v2004, 2003, 2001,
1998, 1996, 1995.

LORRAINE

The 12th-century chapel of the Chateau du Haut-Barr, near Saverne

Saverne @

Betschdorf ®

Bas Rhin. i 70,500. [Z] [E]
H 37 grand rue (03 88 91 80 47).

A Tue & Thu. www.ot-saverne.fr

Framed by hills, and situated
on the river Zorn and the
Marne-Rhine canal, Saverne is
a pretty sight. The town was a
fief of the prince-bishops of
Strasbourg and its sandstone
Chateau des Rohan was a
favorite summer
residence. Today, it
houses the Musée

du Chateau des

Rohan, whose

collection traces
Saverne’s past. On the
far side of the chateau,
the grand’rue is

studded with restaurants
and timber-framed
Renaissance houses.

M Musée du

Chateau des Rohan

Chateau des Rohan. Tel 03 88 91
06 28. [] Mar-Nov: Wed-Mon
pms (mid-Jun-mid-Sep: all day);
Dec—Feb: Sun pm. 177 [ restricted.

Environs

To the southwest, perched on
a rocky spur, the ruined
Chateau du Haut-Barr — the
“Eye of Alsace” — once com-
manded the vital pass of Col
de Saverne. In Marmoutier,
3.5 miles (6 km) farther south,
is a renowned abbey church
with a Romanesque-Lombard
facade and octagonal towers.

Betschdorf pottery

Bas Rhin. iyl 3,600. [l La Mairie (03
88 54 44 92). www .betschdorf.com

The vibrant village of Betsch-
dorf borders the Forét de
Haguenau, 27 miles (45 km)
north of Strasbourg. Many
residents occupy timber-
framed houses dating from
the 18th century, when
pottery made the village pros-
perous. Generations of
potters have passed
down the knowledge
of the characteristic
blue-gray glaze to
their sons, while the
women have been
entrusted with deco-
rating it in cobalt

- . blue. A pottery

museum, with a work-
shop attached, dis-
plays rural ceramics.
Betschdorf is a good place to
try tartes flambées — hot,
crispy bases topped with
cheese or fruit.

Environs

Another pottery village,
Soufflenheim, lies 6 miles

(10 km) southeast. Its earth-
colored pottery is usually
painted with bold flowers. To
the north, close to the German
border, the picturesque town
of Wissembourg has many half-
timbered houses and the sec-
ond-largest church in Alsace
after Strasbourg Cathedral,
Eglise St-Pierre et St-Paul.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp561-2 and pp612-14
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Introducing Western France

The western regions of France have played very
different historical roles, from the royal heartland of
the Loire Valley to separatist Celtic Brittany. These
are mainly rich farming regions, with fishing important
along the coasts. Heavy industry and oil refineries are
concentrated around Rouen and Le Havre. Visitors
come for the wonderful beaches, quiet rural byways,
and the sumptuous Loire chateaux. This map shows
some of the region’s most celebrated sights.

The evocative silhouette of Mont-St-Michel has welcomed
pilgrims since the 11th century. Today nearly one million visitors
a year walk across the causeway to the island abbey (see pp256-61).

" Mont-St-Michel

Guimiliau Parish Close

BRITTANY
(See pp268-85)

I The megaliths of Carnac are evidence of early settlers
in Brittany. These ancient granite blocks, arranged in
intriguing patterns, date back to 4000 BC and are thought
to have had a religious or astronomical purpose (see p279).
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Rouen Cathedral

Bayeux Tapestry

NORMANDY
(See pp246-67)

Cathedral

Le Mans
Catbedral

Chateau de Chenonceau

Chateau de Villandry

0 kilometers

0 miles

The Bayeux Tapestry (see
pp252-3) shows William the
Congqueror’s invasion of England
Jfrom the French point of view.
Among its 58 scenes, key events
such as the Battle of Hastings in
1066 are depicted with great
vigor and finesse. Here, two of
William’s messengers are shown
hurrying to meet bim.

Chateau de Chambord is the largest
and most extravagant of the Loire
chateaux (see pp302-3). Frangois I
transformed the original hunting lodge
into a luxurious moated castle in 1519.
Its splendor was completed by Louis
X1V in 1685. Inside the 440 rooms
are Frangois’ salamander
emblem and 365 fireplaces,
one for every day of
the year.

THE LOIRE VALLEY
(See pp286-313)
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The Flavors of Western France

The Atlantic coast, the rich agricultural hinterland of dairy
farms, orchards, and vegetable fields, and the rivers of the
Loire Valley combine to produce some of France’s best
loved food. Vegetables are grown in abundance in

Brittany and the alluvial soils of the Loire, and the \
orchards of Normandy are bountiful. Fish from the
windswept coast of Brittany or the channel ports of
Normandy play a key role in the cuisine. Hearty meat
dishes range from the celebrated duck of Rouen to the
rabbit and game of the Sologne in the Loire. Fine cheeses

are made here, and butter is the favored cooking medium. Normandy apples
and wild mushrooms thrive Apples symbolize Normandy
in the damp meadows and above all, and cider is trad-
woodlands in the fall. Fish is | itionally drunk with food
important, with catches while Calvados, the powerful

of sole, plaice, and mackerel, | apple brandy, is served with
skate and herrings, and 80 per- | meals as le trou normand.
cent of France’s scallops, plus
a great variety of shellfish. BRITTANY
Camembert is Normandy’s
most famous cheese; others The extensive coastline

include Pont 'Evéque, the yields an abundance of fish
pungent-smelling Livarot, and seafood. Oysters are
rich Brillat-Savarin, and Petit- | highly prized, as are mussels,
Suisse, a small, fresh white harvested both wild and
cheese eaten with sugar. cultivated. Other fish caught

Norman cheese-producer
displaying his wares

Artichokes Asparagus Watercress

Shallots Broccoli

NORMANDY

Normandy’s lush green pas-
tures, dotted with brown and
white cows, and orchards
heavy with apples, make it

a great source of veal, milk,
cheese, cream, butter, apples,
and pears. Duck is a spec-
ialty, as is pre-salé lamb
from the salt-rich marshes
around Mont-St-Michel.

Many vegetables are grown Some of the favorite vegetables of western France

Radishes

REGIONAL DISHES AND SPECIALTIES
% Fish dominates the menus here, most spectacularly in
the plateau de fruits de mer, featuring oysters,
crabs, langoustines, prawns, shrimp,
cockles, and clams, piled on a bed of ice.
Opysters are served simply with lemon or
shallot vinegar, but can also come stuffed,
gratinéed, or wrapped in pastry. Fresh
fish may be grilled, baked in sea salt (se/
de Guérande is the best), braised in cider,
or served with beurre blanc (“white butter”
sauce with shallots, wine vinegar, and
cream). Lobster is often served a I’Armoricaine. Cotriade,
the Breton fish stew, combines a selection of the catch of
the day with onions and potatoes. Moules mariniéres Homard a I'armoricaine
(mussels steamed in white wine with shallots and butter) Lobster, served in a herby
is the popular classic. As a change from fish, look for gigot  tomato and onion sauce,
de sept heures — lamb slowly pot-roasted for seven hours. enriched with brandy.

Pears
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Superb Breton oysters for sale at a regional fish market

include monkfish, tuna, sar-
dines, scallops, and lobster.
Pig-rearing is important, so
expect roast pork, smoked
sausages, hams, and boudin
noir (black/blood pudding),
delicious served with apples.
A great delicacy is the pre-
salé lamb from Ile de
Quessant, served with hari-
cot beans. Artichokes are the
symbol of Brittany, an indi-
cation of the importance of
vegetables, especially winter
produce like cauliflower,
onions, and potatoes.

Crépes (pancakes), both
sweet and savory, are a key
element of the Breton diet.
They come as buckwheat
galettes with savory fillings
such as ham, cheese, spinach,
or mushrooms, or as lacy
light dessert versions with
sweet fillings and known as
crépes dentelles (dentelle
meaning “lace”).

THE LOIRE VALLEY

This huge region takes pride
in a truly diverse range of
specialties. Grass-fed cattle
are raised in Anjou, and
sheep in the Berry region.
Excellent free-range chick-

Cheese and charcuterie at Loches
market in the Loire Valley

ens, poulet fermier Loué, are
raised in Touraine and the
Orléanais. The forests and
lakes of the Sologne yield
deer, wild boar, pheasant,
partridge, hare, and duck.
Charcuterie includes rillettes
(shredded and potted pork)
and ham from the Vendée.
The Atlantic coast produces
a variety of fish and the Loire
itself is a source of pike,
shad, tench, salmon, eels,
and lampreys. Mushrooms
are cultivated in the limestone
caves around Saumur, but of
the many vegetables grown,
best of all is Sologne aspara-
gus. Superb goats’ cheeses
include St-Maure de Touraine,
ash-coated Valencay, and the
little Crottins de Chavignol.

ON THE MENU

Alose a l'oseille Shad in a
sorrel sauce.

Cote de veau vallée d’Auge
Veal in mushrooms, cream,
and cider or Calvados.

Far aux pruneaux Egg batter
pudding baked with prunes.

Kig ha farz Meat and vege-
table stew with buckwheat
dumpling.

Marmite Dieppoise Assorted
fish stewed in cider or white
wine with cream.

Tergeule Creamy baked rice
pudding with cinnamon.

Tripes a la Mode de Caen
Tripe with calves’ feet, onions
or leeks, herbs, and cider.

Sole Normande Baked sole
in sauce of egg and cream,
garnished with mussels, o0ys-
ters, mushrooms, and shrimp.

Canard Rouennais Duclair
duck, part-roasted then
[finished in a rich sauce of
duck liver and shallots.

Tarte tatin Caramelized

upside-down apple tart,
originally made at the Hotel
Tatin in the Loire Valley.

239




240 WESTERN FRANCE

France’s Wine Regions: the Loire

With a few exceptions, the Loire is a F_
region of good rather than great wines. “
The fertile agricultural soils of the B
meandering flatlands of the “Garden
of France” are fine for fruit and
vegetables, less so for the produc- §
tion of great wines. The cool, .
northern, Atlantic-influenced climate L
Cabernet Franc,red  NONetheless produces refreshing ——
grape of the Loire  reds and summer rosés, both dry

and lusciously sweet white wines LOCATOR MAP

and attractively bracing sparkling wines. Dry white B Loire wine region

wines are very much in the majority here, and are =
usually intended for early consumption, so vintages

in the Loire tend to matter less than in the classic

red wine regions.

The sweet wine of Quanrts de
Chaume, within the Coteaux du
Layon appellation, is little known
outside France.

o Chateaubriant

Muscadet, with the words
sur lie on the label, has been

aged on its “lees” (see page

27), giving the wine more

Slavor and interest. =

WINE REGIONS Atlantique
The Loire, flowing for

some 620 miles (1,000 km),

links the major wine areas of the

Loire Valley. From its source in the
Ardeche, it flows north through the center
of France to the Sancerre and Pouilly Fumé
vineyards, then west through Touraine and

Anjou, finally reaching the coastal flats of =
the Pays Nantais, home of Muscadet.

Les Sables
D’'Olonne

Sevre-Niortaise

KEY

["] Pays Nantais

["] Anjou-Saumur

|| Haut-Poitou

|| Touraine

"1 Central Vineyards

0 kilometers 15
X ' ———
Clos de I'Echo, Chinon, producer of fine, herbaceous red wine 0 miles 15
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This red wine has been
made using grapes from
vieilles vignes — the oldest
and the best vines on the
grower’s property.

4
éfLE MANS

Ste-Maure-
de-Touraine

Thouet

INTRODUCING WESTERN FRANCE

Le Blanc A dlassic wine with a price to match,
Pouilly Fumé is revered for its
unique, smoky “gunflint” character.

Vouvray makes
still and sparkling
white wine, the
latter often aged
in chalk caves
very like those

in Champagne.
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Sauldre

Aubigny-Sur-Nére o

CHA pAVNE frogkey
Pouil I\'-]?u me

aacads aln
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KEY FACTS ABOUT LOIRE WINES

'; Location and Climate

r;‘)\ YL Ferile agricultural soils support

? fruit, vegetables, and cereals; the
"W poorer soils support grapes. The

climate is cool, influenced by the Atlantic,

giving the wines a refreshing acidity.

Grape Varieties

The Melon de Bourgogne makes
simple, dry white wines. The
Sauvignon makes gooseberryish,
flinty dry whites, finest in Sancerre and
Pouilly Fumé but also good in Touraine.
The Chenin Blanc makes dry and medium
Anjou, Savennieres, Vouvray, Montlouis,
and Saumur, sparkling Vouvray and Saumur,
and the famous sweet whites, Bonnezeaux,

Vouvray, and Quarts de Chaume.
5, Summery reds are made from

' the Gamay and the fruity,
herbaceous Cabernet Franc.

Good Producers

Muscadet: Sauvion, Guy Bossard,
Michel Bregeon. Anjou, Saven-
ier nieres, Vouvray: Richou, Ogereau,
= Nicolas Joly, Huet, Domaine des
Aubuissieres, Bourillon-Dorléans, Jacky
Blot, Domaine Gessey. Touraine (white):
Pibaleau. Saumur-Champigny (red):
Filliatreau, Chateau du Hureau. Chinon,
Bourgueil: Couly-Dutheil, Yves Loiseau. San-
cerre, Pouilly Fume, Ménétou-Salon: Francis
Cotat, Vacheron, Mellot, Vincent Pinard.

™
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From Defense to Decoration

The great chiteaus of the Loire Valley gradually evolved from
purely defensive structures to decorative palaces. With the
introduction of firearms, castles lost their defensive function
and comfort and taste predominated. Defensive elements like
towers, battlements, moats, and gatehouses were retained
largely as symbols of rank and ancestry. Renaissance additions,
such as galleries and dormer windows, added elegance.

Salamander emblem
of Frangois 1

Slate and stone walls

Angers (se§ p29D), a ) Fortifications with pepper-
Sfortress built from 1230-40 by Lous IX, pot towers removed

stands on a rocky hill in the town center.
In 1585, Henri IIl removed the pepper-

pot shaped towers from 17 fortifications
which were formerly 30 m (98 ft) bigh.

Circular tower, Corbelled walkways,
formerly defensive once useful in battle

Chaumont (see p3006) was rebuilt in
1445-1510 in Renaissance style by

the Amboise family. Although it has

a defensive appearance, with circular §
towers, corbeled walkways, and a
gatehouse, these features are mainly
decorative. It was restored after c¢.1833.

Azay-le-Rideau (see p290), regarded as one
of the most elegant and well-designed
Renaissance chdteaux, was built by finance
minister Gilles Berthelot (1518-1527) and
bis wife Philippa Lesbaby. It is a mixture of
traditional turrets with Renaissance pilasters
and pinnacles. Most dramatic is the interior
staircase with its three storys of twin bays
and an intricately decorated pediment.

Cylindrical tower

Dormer windows

Renaissance carved windows

Pilasters (columns)

Ussé (see p295) was built in 1462 by Jean de
Bueil as a fortress with parapels containing
openings for missiles, battlements, and gunloops.
The Espinay family, chamberlains to both Louis
XTI and Charles VIII, bought the chéteau and
changed the walls overlooking the main court-
yard to Renaissance style with dormer windows
and pilasters. In the 17th century the north wing
was demolished to create palatial terraces.
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Breton Traditions

Brittany was christened Breiz Izel (Little Britain) by the Welsh
and Cornish migrants who fled here in the 5th and 6th
centuries AD and imposed their customs, language, and
religion on the local Gauls. Brittany resisted Charlemagne,
the Vikings, the Normans, English alliances, and even French
rule until 1532. Today, Breton is taught in some schools,
and a busy calendar keeps Brittany in touch with its past
and with other Celtic regions.

Breton music has strong Celtic links. In-
struments like the biniou, similar to the
bagpipes, and the oboe-like bombarde
| are often beard at local festivals.

Bigouden lace headdresses

A pardon is an annual
religious festival honoring a
local saint. The name derives
from the granting of indul-
gences to pardon the sins of
the past year. Some padons,
like those at Ste- Anne
d’Auray and Ste- Anne-la-
Palud, still attract thousands
of pilgrims who carry ban-
ners and holy relics through
the streets. Most pardons
take place between April
and September.

Wooden clogs

Breton costumes, still seen at pardons and weddings, varied since
each area bad distinctive beaddresses or coiffes. Artists like Gauguin
often painted the costumes. There are good museum collections in

Quimper (see p274) and Pont 'Abbé in Pays Bigouden (see p273).  Baggy Breton trousers

Embroidered apron
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Brittany’s Coastal Wildlife

With its granite cliffs, sweeping bays, rias,
and deep estuaries, the Brittany coastline
contains a wealth of varied wildlife habitats.
"~ Parts of the coast have a tidal range of more
| . than 150 ft (50 m), the highest in France, and
this great variation in sea level divides marine
life into several distinct zones. Most of the
starfish  region’s famous shellfish, including mussels,
clams, and oysters, live on the lower shore, either on
rocks or in muddy sand where they are submerged
for most of the day. Higher zones are the preserve of
limpets and barnacles and several kinds of seaweed
which can survive out of the water for long periods.
Above the sea, towering cliffs offer a nursery for sea- 1
birds and a foothold for many kinds of wild flowers. s at the Pointe du Raz, Brittany

The lle de Bréhat at low tide

FEATURES OF THE COAST

This scene shows some of the wildlife habitats
found on the Brittany coastline. When exploring the
shore, make a note of the tide times, particularly if

you plan to walk along the foot of the cliffs. Saltmarsh floyersiarcar

their best in late summer.

Dunes, where marram grass Mud and sand is
grows, stabilize the sand. inhabited by clams and
cockles which filter Rock stacks provide
food from the water. secure nurseries for
nesting seabirds.
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OYSTER BEDS
Like most marine
molluscs, oysters
begin their lives
as tiny floating

larvae. The first

step in ostréiculture,
or oyster cultivation, con-
sists of providing the larvae
with somewhere to settle,
which is usually a stack

of submerged tiles. The

developing oysters are later

transferred to beds and left
to mature before being
collected for the market.

Oyster beds at Cancale

Clifftop turf often

contains a narrow band of
wild flowers sandwiched
between fields and the sea.

Rockpools are flooded
twice daily by the tide.
They are inhabited by
fish, molluscs, sea
anemones, and
sponges.
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COASTAL WILDLIFE

The structure of this shore determines the wildlife that lives
on it. In a world beset by wind and waves, rocks provide
solid anchorage for plants and a secure habitat for many
small animals. Muddy sand is rich in nutrients, and has a
greater abundance of life — although most of this is
concealed beneath the surface.

Cliffs

b

The rock dove is a cliff-
dwelling ancestor of the well-
known city pigeon.

Thrift is a common
spring flower, found on
exposed ledges near the sea.

Rocks and Rockpools

At

Seaweed of many different
varieties is exposed each day
by the falling tide.

The limpet, a slow-moving
creature, scrapes tiny plants
from the rock surface.

The goby, with its sharp
eyesight, dasbes for cover at
the first sign of movement above.

Mud and Sand Crabs live at many different
water depths. Some species are

extremely good swimmers.

Cockles live in large
numbers just beneath the
surface of muddy sand.

The curlew has a forceps-like
curved beak for extracting shell-
fish from mud and sand.
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NORMANDY

EURE -

men who sailed up the
river Seine in the 9th
century. Pillagers turned
settlers, they made their capital
at Rouen — today a cultured
cathedral city that commands
the east of the region. Here the Seine
meanders seaward past the ancient
abbeys at Jumieges and St-Wandrille
to a coast that became an open-air
studio for Impressionist painters dur-
ing the mid- and late 19th century.
North of Rouen are the chalky cliffs
of the Cote d’Albatre. The mood sof-
tens at the port of Honfleur and the
elegant resorts of the Cote Fleurie to
the west. Inland lies the Pays d’Auge,
with its half-timbered manor houses
and patch-eyed cows. The western
half of Normandy is predominantly
rural, a bocage countryside of

SEINE-MARITIME - MANCHE - CALVADOS -

= f—""

XIX

,”MM ‘HM XHLX M ”
L (171 A

ORNE

he quintessential image of Normandy is of a lush, pastoral

region of apple orchards and contented cows, cider, and pun-

gent cheeses — but the region also spans the windswept beaches
of the Cotentin and the wooded banks of the Seine valley. Highlights
include the great abbey churches of Caen, the mighty island of Mont-
St-Michel, and Monet’s garden at Giverny.

i

. S
Normandy gets its name -.w
from the Viking Norse- g’:;““ \3

small, high-hedged fields
with windbreaks com-
posed of beech trees.
c{\ The modern city of Caen
ék is worth visiting for its two
/? great 11th-century abbey
churches built by William
the Conqueror and his queen,
Matilda. Close by in Bayeux, the story
of William’s invasion of England is
told in detail by the town’s famous
tapestry. Memories of another inva-
sion, the D-Day Landings of 1944, still
linger along the Cote de Nacre and the
Cotentin Peninsula. Thousands of
Allied troops poured ashore onto
these magnificent beaches in the clos-
ing stages of World War II. The
Cotentin Peninsula is capped by the
port of Cherbourg, still a strategic
naval base. At its western foot stands
one of France’s greatest attractions: the
monastery island of Mont-St-Michel.

mnu‘ Ill

Ll

annn IH?
i

Half-timbered manor house in the village of Beuvron-en-. Auge near L|5|eux

<] Rich pastures and brown and white Norman cattle, the traditional wealth of the province
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Exploring Normandy

Normandy’s rich historical sights and diverse land-
scape make it ideal for touring by car or bicycle.
Rewarding coastal drives and good beaches can be
found along the windswept Cote d’Albatre and the
Cotentin Peninsula. Farther south is one of France’s
most celebrated sights, Mont-St-Michel. Inland,
follow the meanders of the Seine valley, passing cider
orchards and half-timbered houses along the way, to
visit historic Rouen and Monet’s garden at Giverny.
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GETTING AROUND
Access to and through the region from Calais
is quick and direct on the A16, which links up
with the A28-A29 and A13 highway to Paris,
and runs west to Caen, and beyond on the
A84. There are also main road and rail links to
the cross-Channel ports of Dieppe, Le Havre,
Caen (Ouistreham), and Cherbourg. Travel by Le Tréport =
public transportation beyond these arterials is o
limited. The region is threaded with minor Biville-sur-Mer ¢
roads, particularly delightful in the Pays [ Gamaches
d’Auge and Cotentin Peninsula. DIEPPEgm‘
The main airports are Rouen, ¢ ;
Le Havre, and Caen. P:(V* OSaint-VaIery- é‘oﬁcranvi"e
3 en-Caux "
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Rugged cliffs on the Cotentin Peninsula

Cotentin @

Manche. BY [E] [E] EX Cherbourg.
H 2 quai Alexandre Il (02 33 93 52

02). www.manchetourisme.com

Thrusting into the English
Channel, the Cotentin
Peninsula has a landscape
similar to Brittany’s. Its long
sandy beaches have wild and
windblown headlands around
Cap de la Hague and Nez de
Jobourg. The latter is a worth-
while goal for bird-watchers —
gannets and shearwaters fly by
in large numbers. Along the
east coast stretch the expansive
sands of Utah Beach, where
American troops landed as
part of the Allied invasion on
June 6, 1944. Inland, Ste-
Mere-Eglise commemorates
these events with its poignant
Musée Airborne (Airborne
Troops Museum). Just outside
Ste-Mere-Eglise, the Ferme
Musée du Cotentin has farm
animals and activities which
give an insight into rural life in
the early 1900s, while farther
north in the market town of
Valognes the Musée Régional
du Cidre et du Calvados cele-
brates the thriving local talent
for making cider and Calvados.
Two fishing ports command
the Peninsula’s northeast cor-
ner: Barfleur and St-Vaast-la-
Hougue, the latter famous for
oysters and a base for boat
trips to the Ile de Tatihou. The
Val de Saire is ideal for a scenic
drive, with a view point at La
Pernelle the best place to
survey the coast. On the west
side of the Peninsula, warmed
by the Gulf Stream, the resort

of Barneville-Carteret offers
sandy beaches and summer
boat trips to the Channel
Islands. The low-lying, marshy
landscape east of Carentan
forms the heart of the Parc
Régional des Marais du
Cotentin et du Bessin.

M Musée Airborne

14 rue Eisenhower, Ste-Mére-Eglise.
Tel 02 33 41 41 35. D Feb-Nov:
daily & Christmas hols. (@) Dec—Jan.
177 [ www.musee-airborne.com
M Ferme Musée du Cotentin
Rte de Beauvais, Ste-Mére-Eglise.
Tel 02 33 95 40 20. [ ] Jun-Sep:
daily; Feb school vacations—-May &
Oct school vacations: daily pms. 12
M Musée Régional du Cidre
et du Calvados

Rue du Petit-Versailles, Valognes. Tel
02 3340 22 73. [[] Apr-Sep: Wed-
Mon (Jul & Aug: daily). [@) Sun am. 1}

Cherbourg @

Manche. i) 44,700. BS IE] [E]
E3 H 2 quai Alexandre Iil (02 33 93

52 02). [ Tue, Thu, & Sat.
www.otcherbourgcotentin.fr

Cherbourg has been a strategic
port and naval base since the
mid-19th century. The French
Navy still uses its harbors, as do
transatlantic ships and cross-
Channel ferries from England
and Ireland. For a good view
of the port, drive to the hilltop
Fort du Roule, which houses
the Musée de la Libération,
recalling the D-Day invasion
and the subsequent liberation
of Cherbourg. Most activity is
centered on the flower-filled

market square, place Général

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp563-6 and pp614-18

de Gaulle, and along shopping
streets such as rue Tour-Carrée
and rue de la Paix. The fine art
in the Musée Thomas-Henry
includes 17th-century Flemish
works, and portraits by Jean
Francois Millet, born in
Gréville-Hague. Parc Emmanuel
Liais has small botanical gar-
dens and a densely packed
Musée d'Histoire Naturelle.

The Cité de la Mer, opened
in 2002, has a cylindrical
deep-sea aquarium, the world’s
largest visitable submarine,
and many other wonders.

I Musée de la Libération

Fort du Roule. Tel 02 33 20 14 12.

[] May-Sep: Mon pm-Sat & Sun

pm; Oct- Apr: Wed-Sun pms.

pub hols. 17

M Musée Thomas-Henry

Rue Vastel. Tel 02 33 23 39 30.

[ May-Sep: Mon pm-Sat & Sun

pm; Oct-Apr: Wed-Sun pms.

public hols.

1 La Cité de la Mer

Gare Maritime Transatlantique.

Tel 02 33 20 26 69. D daily.

Jan 1, 3 wks Jan, Dec 25. 173
3 1 www citedelamer.com

Cherbourg town center

Coutances @
Manche. i) 77,500. 1 E H

pl Georges Leclerc (02 33 19 08 10).
& Thu. www.coutances.fr

From Roman times until the
Revolution, the hilltop town
of Coutances was the capital
of the Cotentin. The slender
Cathédrale Notre-Dame, a
fine example of Norman
Gothic architecture, has a
soaring 217 ft (66 m) lantern
tower. Founded in the 1040s
by Bishop Geoffroi de
Montbray, it was financed by
the local de Hauteville family
using monies gained in Sicily
where they had founded a
kingdom a few years earlier.
The town was badly damaged
during World War II but the




NORMANDY

cathedral, the churches of St.
Nicholas and St. Peter, and the
beautiful public gardens with
their rare plants all survived.

The back of Coutances cathedral
with its squat lantern tower

Granville @

Manche. 8 73,500. Bl E] E2

A 4 cours Jonville (02 33 91 30 03).
A Sat. wwwville-granville.fr

Ramparts enclose the upper
town of Granville, which sits
on a spur overlooking the
Baie du Mont-St-Michel. The
walled town was developed
from fortifications built by the
English in 1439.

The Musée de Vieux
Granville, in the town gate-
house, recounts Granville’s
long-seafaring tradition. The
chapel walls of the Eglise de
Notre-Dame are lined with
tributes from local fishermen
to their patroness, Notre-
Dame du Cap Lihou.

The lower town is an old-
fashioned seaside resort with
a casino, promenades, and
public gardens. From the port
there are boat trips to the Iles
Chausey, a scattering of low-
lying granite islands.

Le Musée Christian Dior is
housed in Les Rhumbs, the
fashion designer’s childhood
home, surrounded by a
beautiful cliff garden.

T Musée de Vieux Granville
2 rue Le Carpentier.

Tel 0233 5044 10. D Apr-Sep;
Wed-Mon; Oct- Mar: Wed, Sat &
Sun pms. [@) Nov 1, Dec 22-Jan.
T Musée Christian Dior

Villa les Rhumbs. Tel 02 33 61 48
21. [] May-Sep: daily; gardens
open all year. I

D-DAY LANDINGS

In the early hours of June 6,
1944, Allied forces began
landing on the shores of
Normandy, the first step in
a long-planned invasion of
German-occupied France,
known as Operation Over-
lord. Parachutists were
dropped near Ste-Mére-
Eglise and Pegasus Bridge,
and seaborne assaults were
made along a string of code-
named beaches. U.S. troops
landed on Utah and Omaha
in the west, while British
and Canadian troops, which
included a contingent of
Free French commandos,
landed at Gold, Juno, and
Sword. Over sixty years on,
the beaches are still referred
to by their code names.

American troops coming ashore during the Allied invasion of France

Pegasus Bridge, where the
first French house was liber-
ated, is a natural starting
point for a tour around the
sights and memorials. Farther
west, evocative ruins of the
artificial harbor towed across
from England survive at
Arromanches-les-Bains. There

are British, German, and
American war cemeteries at
La Cambe, Ranville, and St-
Laurent-sur-Mer. War muse-
ums at Bayeux, Caen, St-
Mere-Eglise, and Cherbourg
provide background on
D-Day and the ensuing
Battle for Normandy.

)
Cherbourg
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' Parachute drop
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By the end of D-Day, over 135,000 men had been brought ashore, with losses totaling around 10,000.
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Avranches @

Manche. i 9,500. [Z] [E] F 2 rve
Général-de-Gaulle (02 33 58 00 22).
A Sat. www.ot-avranches.com

Avranches has been a religious
center since the 6th century
and is the final staging-post for
visitors to the abbey on Mont-
St-Michel. The origins of the
famous abbey lie in a vision
experienced by Aubert, the
Bishop of Avranches. One night
in 708 the Archangel Michael
instructed him to build a church
on the nearby island. Aubert’s
skull, with the finger-hole made
in it by the angel, can be seen
in the treasury of St-Gervais
in Avranches. The best views
of Mont-St-Michel are from
the Jardin des Plantes. After
the Revolution, 203 illuminated
manuscripts were rescued
from Mont-St-Michel’s abbey.
These and many others are
held in the Musée des Manu-
scrits du Mont-St-Michel. The
Musée d’Art et d’Histoire de-
tails life in the Cotentin over
the centuries, with a collection
devoted to representations of
Mont-St-Michel. Just outside
town is the Musée de la
Seconde Guerre Mondiale.

M Musée des Manuscrits du
Mont-St-Michel

Pl d'Estouteville. Tel 02 33 79 57 00.
[ Tue=Sun (Ju-Aug: daily). (@ Jan,
May 1, Nov 1, Dec 25. 173

T Musée d’Art et d’Histoire
Place Jean de Saint-Avit. [ ] daily.
Feb-May, Oct-Dec: Mon. 7}

Remains of Mulberry Harbor from World War Il off the Cote de Nacre

Mont-St-Michel @

See pp256-9.

Cote de Nacre @

Calvados. BY Caen. [Z] [E] Caen,
Bayeux. [ Caen-Ouistreham.

H ol St-Pierre, Caen (02 3127 14 14).

& Sun. www.ville-caen.fr

The stretch of coast between
the mouths of the rivers Orne
and Vire was dubbed the
Cote de Nacre (Mother of
Pearl Coast) in the 19th
century. More recently it has
become known as the site of
the D-Day Landings when
Allied troops poured ashore
at the start of Operation
Overlord (see p251). The
associated cemeteries,
memorials, and museums, and
the remnants of the Mulberry

Harbor at Arromanches-les-
Bains, provide focal points
for a visit. However, the
coastline is equally popular as
a summer vacation destination,
offering long, sandy beaches
backed by seaside resorts
such as Courseulles-sur-Mer
and Luc-sur-Mer, which are
more relaxed than the resorts
of the Cote Fleurie farther east.

Bayeux ©
Calvados. fii§l 75,500. [Z] [E]

A Pont-St-Jean (02 31 51 28 28).
A Sat, Wed.
www.bayeux-bessin-tourism.com

Bayeux was the first town to
be liberated by the Allies in
1944 and fortunate to escape
war damage. Today, an
attractive nucleus of 15th—
19th-century buildings remains

BAYEUX TAPESTRY

Harold's retinue sets off for France

A lively comic strip justifying William the Conqueror’s
invasion of England, this 230-ft (70-m) long
embroidered hanging was commissioned by Bishop
Odo of Bayeux. Offering insights into 11th-century
life and an action-packed account of Harold, King of
England’s defeat at the Battle of Hastings, the tapestry
is valued as a work of art, a historical document, an
early example of spin, and an entertaining read.

\-" lltl‘M—i.
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to inform William that he will
succeed to the English throne.

Trees with interlacing branches
are sometimes used to divide
the tapestry’s 58 scenes.
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around its central main
streets, rue St-Martin and rue
St-Jean. The latter is lined
with stores and cafés.

Above the town rise the
spires and domed lantern
tower of the Gothic Cathédrale
Notre-Dame. Beneath its
interior is an 11th-century crypt
decorated with restored 15th-
century frescoes of angels
playing musical instruments.
The original Romanesque
church that stood here was
consecrated in 1077, and it is
likely that Bayeux’s famous
tapestry was commissioned for
this occasion by one of its key
characters, Bishop Odo.

The tapestry is displayed in
a renovated seminary, Centre
Guillaume-le-Conquérant-
Tapisserie de Bayeux, which
gives a detailed audiovisual
explanation of events leading
up to the Norman conquest.
On the southwest side of the
town, the restored Musée
Mémorial de la Bataille de
Normandie traces the events
of the Battle of Normandy in
World War II, with an excel-
lent film compilation made
from contemporary newsreels.

M Centre Guillaume-le-
Conquérant-Tapisserie

Rue de Nesmond. Tel 02 37 571 25
50. [] daily. (@) Jan 1-2, Dec 25-
26.17

M Musée Mémorial de la
Bataille de Normandie

Bd Fabian-Ware. Tel 02 31 51 46 90.
[ daily. @) Jan 1, last 2 weeks Jan,
Dec 25-26. 17

The Abbaye aux Hommes in Caen

Caen ©

Calvados. i 117,200. O] =]

H p! St-Pierre (02 31 27 14 14).
& Fri & Sun. www.ville-caen. fr

In the mid-11th century

Caen became the favored
residence of William the Con-
queror and Queen Matilda,
and despite the destruction
of three-quarters of the city
during World War II, much
remains of their creation. The
monarchs built two great
abbeys and a castle on the
north bank of the river Orne,
bequeathing Caen a core of
historic interest that justifies
penetrating its industrial
estates and postwar housing.

Much-loved by the citizens
of Caen, the Eglise St-Pierre
was built on the south side
of the castle in the 13th—14th
centuries, with an impressively
ornate Renaissance east end
added in the early 16th cen-
tury. The frequently copied
14th-century belltower was
destroyed in 1944 but has
now been restored. To the
east, rue du Vaugeux is the
central street in Caen’s small
Vieux Quartier (Old Quarter).
Now pedestrianized, the
street still has some lovely
half-timbered buildings. A
walk west, along rue St-Pierre
or boulevard du Maréchal
Leclerc, leads to the city’s
main shopping district.

The English have a last meal on
land before boarding with
hunting dogs and falcons.

main scene in the work and
embody the heroic ideals

Latin inscriptions caption each

shared by all the participants.

Wide moustaches
distinguish the English
characters from the
clean-shaven Normans.

The colored wool used
to embroider the linen
has faded little since
the 11th century.

Borders provide wry comment
through fables and asides.

\
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CAEN CITY CENTER

Abbaye aux Dames ®
Abbaye aux Hommes
Chateau Ducal ®

Eglise St-Etienne @
Eglise St-Pierre ®

La Trinité ®
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£ Abbaye-aux-Hommes
Esplanade Jean-Marie Louvel. Tel 02
313042 81. [ ] daily. [@] Jan 1, May
1, Dec 25. 12 [ restr. 4 oblig.
Work began on William’s
Abbey for Men in 1063 and
was almost complete by his
death 20 years later. The abbey
church, Eglise St-Etienne,

is a masterpiece of Norman
Romanesque, with a severe,
unadorned west front crowned
with 13th-century spires. The
sparingly decorated nave was
roofed in the early 12th cen-
tury with stone vaulting that
anticipates the Gothic style.

£ Abbaye-aux-Dames

Pl de la Reine Mathilde. Tel 02 37 06
98 98. [] daily. [@] Jan 1, May 1,
Dec 25. '3 oblig.

Like William’s Abbaye-aux-
Hommes, Matilda’s Abbey for
Women also has a Norman
Romanesque church, La
Trinité, flanked by 18th-
century buildings. Begun in
1060, it was consecrated six
years later. Queen Matilda lies
buried in the choir under a
slab of black marble, and her
beautifully restored abbey, with
its creamy Caen stone, makes
a serene, dignified mausoleum.
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T Chateau Ducal

Esplanade du Chéateau. Musée des
Beaux Arts Tel 02 3130 47 70. [
Wed-Mon. Musée de Normandie
Tel 02 31 30 47 50. D Oct-May:
Wed-Mon; Jun-Sep: daily. (@) Jan 1,
Easter, May 1, Ascension, Nov 1, Dec
25 (both museums).

The ruins of Caen’s castle, one
of the largest fortified enclos-
ures in Europe, offer spacious
lawns, museums, and rampart
views. A fine art collection,
strong on 17th-century French
and Italian painting, is exhibited
in the Musée des Beaux Arts.
The Musée de Normandie
recalls traditional life in the
region with utensils and dis-
plays on farming and lace.
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M Mémorial de Caen
Esplanade Dwight-Eisenhower.
Tel 02 31 06 06 44. [_] mid-Jan-Dec:
daily. |@) 2 weeks in Jan, Dec 25. 12
www.memorial-caen.fr
In the northwest of Caen, close
to the N13 ring-road (exit 7),
Mémorial is a museum dedi-
cated to peace, placing the
events of D-Day into the
context of World War II using
a host of interactive and
audiovisual techniques, in-
cluding stunning compilations
of archive and fictional film.
A recent extension gives a
wider perspective on cultural,
religious, border, and ecologi-
cal conflicts in the second
half of the 20th century.

Lush Orne valley in the Suisse Normande

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp563-6 and pp614-18
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Suisse
Normande ©®

Calvados & Orne. By Caen. [Z] [E]
Caen, Argentan. ﬂ 2 pl St-Sauveur,
Thury-Harcourt (02 31 79 70 45).
www .ot-suisse-normande.com

Though hardly like the
mountains of Switzerland, the
cliffs and valleys carved out
by the river Orne as it winds
north to Caen have become
popular for walking,
climbing, camping, and river
sports. The area is also ideal
for a rural drive. Its highest
and most impressive point is
the Oétre Rock, off the D329,
where you can look down
over the dramatic gorges
created by the river Rouvre.

Parc Naturel
Régional

de Normandie-
Maine ®

Orne & Manche. By Alencon. [Z]
[E] Argentan. [Fl Carrouges (02 33
27 40 62). www.parc-naturel-nor-
mandie-maine.fr

The southern fringes of
central Normandy have
been incorporated into

France’s largest regional park.

Among the farmland and
forests of oak and beech are
several small towns. Dom-
front rests on a spur over-
looking the river Varenne.
The spa town Bagnoles-de-
I'Orne offers a casino and
sports facilities, while Sées
has a Gothic cathedral. The
Maison du Parc at Carrouges

APPLES AND CIDER

Apple orchards are a familiar feature of the Normandy
countryside, and their fruit a fundamental ingredient in the
region’s gastronomic repertoire. No self-respecting
patisserie would be without its tarte normande (apple
tart), and every country lane seems to sport an Ici Vente
Cidre (cider sold here) sign. Much of the harvest forms the
raw material for cider and Calvados, an apple brandy aged
in oak barrels for at least two years. A local brew is also
made from pears, and known as poiré (perry).

Le00e

A crop ranging from sour cider apples to sweet eating varieties

2 )
Poster of Deauville, about 1930

has information on walks,
bicycling, and canoeing.

¥4 Maison du Parc

Carrouges. Tel 02 33 81 13 33.
[ Oct-May: Tue—Fri; Jun-Sep:
Tue-Sun. [@) public hols.
Environs

Just north of the park is the
Chateau d'O, a Renaissance
chateau with fine 17th-century
frescoes. The Haras du Pin is
France’s national stud,
called “a horses’ Versailles”
for its 17th-century
architecture. Horse shows,
dressage events, and various
tours take place throughout
the year.

Cote Fleurie @

Calvados. BY [Z] [E] Deauville.
H p! de la Mairie, Deauville (02 31

14 40 00). www.deauville.org

The Cote Fleurie (Flowery
Coast) between Villerville and
Cabourg has been planted
with chic resorts which burst

into bloom every summer.
Trouville was once a humble
fishing village, but in the mid-
19th century caught the
attention of writers Gustave
Flaubert and Alexandre
Dumas. By the 1870s Trouville
had acquired grand hotels,

a train station, and pseudo-
Swiss villas along the
beachfront. It has, however,
long been outclassed by its
neighbor, Deauville, created
by the Duc de Morny in the
1860s. This resort boasts a
casino, racecourses, marinas,
and the famous beachside
catwalk, Les Planches.

For something quieter,
head west to smaller resorts
such as Villers-sur-Mer or
Houlgate. Cabourg farther
west is dominated by the
turn-of-the-century Grand
Hotel (see p551) where
novelist Marcel Proust spent
many summers. Proust used
the resort as a model for the
fictional Balbec in his novel
Remembrance of Things Past.

Pays d’Auge ®

Calvados. BY Deauville. [Z]

[E] Lisieux. [l 77 rue d"Alencon,
Lisieux (02 31 48 18 10).
www_lisieux-tourisme.com

Inland from the Cote Fleurie,
the Pays d’Auge is classic
Normandy countryside, lushly
woven with fields, wooded
valleys, cider orchards, dairy
farms and manor houses. Its
capital is Lisieux, a cathedral
town devoted to Ste-Thérese
of Lisieux, canonized in 1925,
who attracts hundreds of
thousands of pilgrims each
year. Lisieux is an obvious base
for exploring the region, but
nearby market towns, such as
St-Pierre-sur-Dives and Orbec,
are smaller and more attractive.
The best way to enjoy the
Pays d’Auge is to mosey
around its minor roads. Two
tourist routes are devoted
to cider and cheese, while
picturesque manor houses,
farmhouses, and chateaus
testify to the wealth of this
fertile land. St-Germain-de-
Livet can be visited, as can
Crévecoeur-en-Auge, and
the half-timbered village of
Beuvron-en-Auge is charming.
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Mont-St-Michel e . ' The 10th-

century
Shrouded by mist, encircled by sea, abey
g soaring proud above glistening J
sands — the silhouette of Mont-St-Michel
is one of the most enchanting sights in
France. Now linked to the mainland by
. a causeway, the island of Mont-Tombe e . The 11th-
(Tomb on the Hill) stands at the mouth il century
of the river Couesnon, crowned by a { m s abbey
fortified abbey that almost doubles its
> height. Lying strategically on the fron-
tier between Normandy and Brittany,
stMichael Mont-St-Michel grew from a humble 8th-
century oratory to become a Benedic-
tine monastery that had its greatest influence in % The mid-18th-
the 12th and 13th centuries. Pilgrims known as e . Wl century
miquelots journeyed from afar to honor the cult W
of St. Michael, and the monastery was a renowned
center of medieval learning. Major engineering
works are now in place to begin reversing the
silting up of the sea around the island.

St-Aubert’s Chapel

A small 15th-century
chapel built on an

outcrop of rock is
dedicated to Aubert, the
Jfounder of Mont-St-Michel.

* Ramparts

English attacks during the

Hundred Years’ War led to

the construction of fortified

walls with imposing towers. Entrance

TIMELINE

1434 Last 1789 French
966 Benedictine 1211-28 assault by Revolution: 1874 Abbey declared
abbey founded by | Construction of La | English forces. abbey becomes a national monument
Duke Richard T Merveille Ramparts a political
surround the prison 1922 Services again
town held in abbey church

| 1000 | 1300 1600 11900

abbey church into decline Causeway
starts built

1067-70 Mont-St-Michel
708 St Aubert depicted in Bayeux Tapestry 2007 Benedictine monks
builds an oratory leave abbey; they are replaced
on Mont-Tombe Bayeux Tapestry detail by the Fraternité de Jérusalem

spire, and statue of
St. Michael added

1017 Work on 1516 Abbey falls 1877-9 ‘ 1895-7 Belfry,

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp563-6 and pp614-18
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VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

[Z] to Pontorson, then bus.

H bd de I’Avancée (02 33 60
14 30). www.ot-montsaint
michel.com Abbey Tel 02 33
89 80 00. [} May-Aug: 9am—
7pm; Sep-Apr: 9:30am- 6pm.
Nocturnal visits in summer
(recommended). {@) Jan 1, May
1, Nov 1 & 11, Dec 25. 73 £
12:15pm Tue-Sat, 11:30am Sun.
[E] A www.monuments-
nationaux.fr

Tides of Mont-St-Michel
Extremely strong tides in the Baie du Mont-
St-Michel act as a natural defense. They
'\ rise and fall with the lunar calendar
{SA8eh  and can reach speeds of 6 mph
i} 5 ]
y (10 km/b) in spring.

% Abbey

Protected by bigh walls,

the abbey and its church
occupy an impregnable
position on the island.

Gautier’s Leap

At the top of the Inner
Staircase, this terrace is
named after a prisoner

1\ who leaped to bis death.
74 Eglise St-Pierre

The Arcade Tower provided

King’s Tower lodgings for the abbot’s soldiers.

STAR FEATURES
* Grande Rue

* Abbey Now crowded with
restaurants, the pilgrims’
route, followed since the 12th

* Grande Rue century, climbs up past Eglise
St-Pierre to the abbey gates.

* Ramparts
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The Abbey of Mont-St-Michel

Té?' The present buildings bear witness
to the time when the abbey served /
g both as a Benedictine )\
AW monastery and, for 73 years YA AR |
=4 after the Revolution, as a : ” " Il “I]
political prison. In 1017 work began |
on a Romanesque church at the
% island’s highest point, building over
#_ its 10th-century predecessor, now
crossin the Chapel of Our Lady Under-
the choir - ground. A monastery built on
three levels, La Merveille (The
Miracle) was added to the church’s north
side in the early 13th century.
* Church
Four bays of the Romanesque
nave survive. Three were
pulled down in 1776,
creating the West Terrace.

% La Merveille
The Miracle is a Gothic
masterpiece — a three-
story monastic complex
Refectory built in only 16 years,
The monks ate their meals in this
long, narrow room, which is flooded
with light through tall windows.

CHURCH LEVEL

MIDDLE LEVEL

Knights’ Room ! :
The rib vaults and = | LOWER LEVEL
Sfinely decorated capi- L
tals are typically Gothic.

Crypt of the Thirty
Candles is one of two
11th-century crypts built
to support the transepts
of the main church.

« WX, 0 curww cwevi fvers ey o 6V Y ) Y

* Cloisters

The cloisters with their
- =il
E X L staggered rows are a

beautiful example of

‘ - : : 3 . early Z31h—cenluﬂry

Anglo-Norman style.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp5