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L Was 0D€ of the toughest decisions

of my comic-book career! I can' describe

the agony, the sleepless nights, the mental

torture—the fear of makin

he wrong choice.

But finally, | could put it off no longer. S

fing artist
Jack Kirby squarely in the eyes, 1 stecled my resolve,
twok a deep breath and firmly announced-

“Well Feature four heroes?”

There! The dic was cast. The fateful number would

be four. Not two or three or five or six, but four.

And what was the deep, philosophical, carcfully-

thought-out reason for that momentous dec

Simple—it sounded nice with the word “Fantastic!

Alier producing countless assorted monster storics with
the incredibly talented “King” Kirby; 1 had been given a
new mission by the Powers That Be in our company. | was
ordered 1 bestow the rare giff of Super Heto sagas omo the
paticnely waiting hordes of comic-book fandom.

Never had two gt

s been so excited by a project.
T had the oudline for the first sory written and in Jacks
hands before the day had ended. As for my “Master of

the Pencil® parmer, he was sketching designs for the

characters seconds after [ excitedly read him the swory

I had envisioned.

Y'know, as a writer, i

an ama. ’Hg experience to
collaborate with an artist, especially one as brilliant as

Jack Kirby. Naturally, I had a conception in my mind of

what the characters would look like and how they

would move and act. But nothing could have prepared

me for the shock | felt when [ saw Ja

initial drawi

It was as though he had some uncanny power, some

indescribable ability to get inside «

y skull, 1o grab the

es that were swirling around in there and then, in

some magical manner, to put them down on paper as if

the drawings had come right from ous of my he
But that was only Phase One.

Why the “Fantastic Four?™
Let me try to explain...

Now that our ch been drawn and 1
would dearly see whiat they looked Tike, it was up to Jack

and me to bring them to lite, to make them seem like

real people to the readers; even more than that—to
make the fans care for them. That part of the job

rested heavily on my shoulders. 1 knew our four

featured players needed manne

ms, personality frais,

and speech patterns that would make them interesting.
So 1 decided to make Reed, the leader, a guy who's so

nce and intelligence that he tends to

wrapped up in s

overexplain things and 10 use big words, a trait that will
always get under the skin of the more earthy Ben Grimm.

Johnny was the easiest. I'd make him a_ typi
\cenaget, impatient, hot-blooded and overly imperuous.

He liles girls and sports cars as

ch, and maybe more,
than fighting the bad guys.

As for Suc, [ didn't want her to be the typical girl
who's

Iways in danger. always having to be rescued by

the hero, T wanted her to he an integral part of he

am
with cqual power, courage, and grit.

Ben Grimm was my favorite. Although he's the
ane to whom Fate had dealt the most ragic
hand, T wanted him
to provide humor
alang with pathos

How well The Thing serv

that purpose, only you can judge.

I think I could ralk about the FF

for hours, but I haven't the heart to

keep you from the good stuff for

anorher minure. So welcome aboard,
O True Believer, and Fyou enjoy the
pages that follow as much as T did,
you're gonna have a ball!

Excelsior!

/)



here are cerfain pi

ver forget. Some peaple temember the day they

tl mements that you

graduared school, starred a dream job, or mer thar very

special person. For me arc a lot of peop

e like me the
st time we picked up an issuc of Fantastic Fouris

1 moment

such
Twas 11 years old and already starting o

outgrow cor

ic books. My Jast fow purchases hadrt
exacty hilled me

I'he Lieroes seemed more ested

in protecting th n in being, well,

heroic

local newsstand and studied che old-fashioned spinner

secret identities tha

More out of habit than inrel

st, | walked to my

rack where they kept the comics. | spotted two issies of

le thae I never spotied before

Fantastic Four #3

and #4. 1 seill don't know v/hat possessed me t pick up

those comues, but I'm se glad | did. 1 didn't know it

at the dime, but 1 had just boarded the wildest roller
coaster ride

1 the histors of comics.

Fantastre Four #3 murod aced me to Reed, Sue, Ben,

and Johnny: | learned that they lived atop a skyscraper,

ard Sue cven designed new costumes for everyone.

(Ben, of course, shredded his a few pages later and

wever looked back.) Tacy fought a super-powered
Airacle Mar, who employed

Godzilla-sized morsters and

pnotist called the !

ant keys that

transformed inco at omatic weapons. The tcam

talked like

attitude. Sc

raal jeople and had of
much atdicude tha the Human
“Torch quit at the

plen

:nd of the issue because he

\Ii‘ln'a like the w

the "Thing kept picking on

him. He quic My young mind reeled. Super

num didn't quit. [ just wasn't done. At least

not until Fantastic Fourcame along,

It seemed like /-
issuc. We

problems finding parkis

1t sti

Four broke new ground

every lcarmed that Super Heroes faced

spaces for

their super-
vehicles,

ad they could evin go bankrupt. We met the

Introduction

Sub-Mariner, who fell in love with Sue, and we were
seemal intaested. (Hey,
n she supposed o be in love with Reed?) We
cheered when Ben started d led
when Doctor

shocked when she acaly
¥

ng Alicia and tres
Doom unleashed his nexr deadly plan.
were frustrated when Reed couldn’t find a way o cure

the Thing, and we smiled whenever Ben met the Yancy
Street Gang or mentioned Aunt I

wnic.
“T'he team took us into the past with Blackbeard the
irate, actoss the galaxy to Planct X, up to the Bluc Arca
of the Moon, down nto the Micro-World, asid.to the
bottom of the deep blue sea battled Skrulls,

and the Incredible

diabolical duos, deadly androids
Hulk. We faced the menace of a world-cater and
explored the anti-matter universe of the Negative Zone.

We saw the PF lose their powers and later batele fo
the Baxter Building.
hands and witnessed the noble sactifice o

We saw the Thing crush Daom’s
Franklin
Storm. We were present for the wedding of Suc and
Reed and celebrated the birch o

ater. We watched [ohnny fa

Il in love wizh Crystal and
sympathized when Ben feared he was losing Alicia to
the Silver Surfer,

Tf you don't know what I'm talking abou, just keep
turning the pages. This book will introdice you to the
wonder that is The Worlds Greatest Comic Magazine!

You will meet the team and learn about their pow

their fricnds, their enemics, their triumphs, and the

tragedies. You'll get an overview of their history and of

the creative people who helped produce their monthly

advent If you're already familiar with

foursame,

everyones

favorite you will revisit old friends and

remember times past.
1 have always believed dhat die golden age of cornics
is the age you were when you firse starred reading,

Please sit back and enjoy.




REED HICHARDS T ST oo et crars e on

of Nathanicl and Evelyn Richards, Reed was a child genius and he
- excelled in science and mathematics. His father was a brilliant physicist and
& his mother died when he was seven years old. Already taking college-level
courses by the time he was 14, Reed studied at many different colleges and
Wiliveritics, and iinedint Merotsleere j
shared a room with football star Ben Grimm. Thuy became best friends and
Reed shared his dream with Ben of building a starship someday. Ben, who
wanted to become a pilot, promised to fly

| FIRST FLARE

| People didnt know what 1o make of the

. Reed never forgot Bexs offer

feared it signaled an alien invasion!

Journey into the unknown

Ben joined the United States Air Force and
became a skilled test pilot and astronaut.
After leaving the military, he was shocked
10 learn that Reed had managed to build a
starship, using government funding and his
own family fortune. Just prior to the projects
completion, the government threatened

to close it down. This infuriated Reed and
motivated him to take the spaceship on an
impromptu test flight. Ben objected, fe

e e From

cosmic rays. However, Reed’s fiancée, Susan Storm, persuaded Ben
0 change his mind and so Reed, Ben, Sue, and her t
Johnny emba

enage brother
d on a journey that was to change their liv

for

powers when she

uddenty disappeared

===

RAK 7ac TaC Tac 11

More than human
During the group’s ve
a solar flare bombarded

age,

the ship with an unknown
form of cosmic radiation,
and they were forced to
abort the mission. The ship
crash-landed on Earth, and
the four adventurers soon
diation
r bodies and

ﬁlmm\ml that the
had altered thy

given them fantastic powers.

the ability to turn completly invible, and
Ben tra

muscled creature. Re

formed into a thick-ski heavily

eds body had become as

stretchy as a picce of clastic, and fohnny grew

hotter and hotter until his body burst into

flames and he became a Human Jorch

From tragedy to triumph
It took time for the enormity of their situation to

10 use their abilities for the unml of mankind. The

This man, this monster
Ben
about the shiclding, He lost his temper and tried to
flacten his former roommate! Ben
it took him a while to realize that his body was
undergoing a spectacular transformation. His skin was
trning orange and rocklike in appearance, and he had
thuman strengch. Ben became depressed
when he realized ch: ike his friends, he couldn’t
return to normal. The others had gained super-powers,
but he ha

was furious with Reed for not listening to him

becon

lly hit them. Each of them now k

I pledged

N four adventurers formed a
ion and sct up

v York City, as if
they were ﬂ.n'(ing anew b

carchly super-menaces that are
<o poverful for convenionsl
1s. The t

um offers
s services without charge and
is funded by the patents on

various inventions and

WHAT AM T

DOING WHAT

HAPPENEDTO
TOALL

AN ELASTIC MAN
As he ed 16 calm Ben down, Reed
wered that he coule now stre
bis limbs t0 assounding lengths, like
a human rubber band!

DN

THE.
FANTASTIC
FOLR HAVE

Mole Man
Deep below the city streers lives
the Mole Man. Almost blind since
childhood and branded a misfit,
Mole Man eventually rejected
humanity and went in search of the
center of the Earth. On an island in
the Bermuda Triangle, he discovered
a cavern that led him to an
underground world he named
Subterranea. Here the outcast found
refuge amidst the strange monsters
and semi-human creatures who
resided there and soon became their
ruler. In his dank and dingy realm
N Mole Man developed a “radar-
sense” that allowed him to
navigate his way around
and was soon devising
fiendish plans, involving
his army of monsters,
to punish the surface
world for the way
it had treated him.

MONSTERS
One of Mole Mar’s
schemes was 1o steal every
power plant an the plaret
and then unleash bis giant
onsters against
rmmknul Luckily, the
i were there to
thwart his
evil plan.

L TAKE MORE

THAN ROPES TO
KEEP MISTER



EED RICHARDS
was a child
prodigy who grew up to become a scientific and
mathematical mastermind with a genius for
technological invention. Charismatic and a born

leacer—almost no problem is too tough for Reed to solve.

And he knows it, adopting the alias Mr. Fantastic as his nom
de guerre in the Fantastic Four, the Super 1lero group he proudly
forces of evil. Mr. Fantastic’s mental abilite

amazing umugh yLr they pale in comparison with his phy
ive dose of radiation during the

powers. Exposure to a ma

run of his starship dramatically alered his molecular structure.

His strength remained that of a normal man, but his body
became endowed with incredible elasticity and malleab

Flastic fantastic

soon came to realize that he could will his body to take on
ape his i ion conceived—bending it, condensing it,
ved total

expanding it, or strecching it. Mr. Fancastic has now ach

mastery over his physical powers: in a matter of scconds, |

compress his body into any solid shape of a volume no grea

cubic feet or

tha read his body out in different dircctions,

turning it into a living canopy, a parachute, or a thin-walled
enclosure. He can flacten his body undil it is

of paper or extend his neck, torso, and limbs 1,500 feet without

no wider than a

discomfore. His body’s intern:
jon and

organs and respi

circulatory systems remain totally

he stretches himsclf,
he becomes. Just as he can .\hgr

his shape in seconds, so he can

revert to his normal human

form in mere moments.

SUSAN STORM

et bis futere wife, Stsan

e Woman), when he
fent ar Columbia

he was i lindlady

/d niece!

Mr Faﬂtﬁ Stiﬁ Reed Richards srng 0 prope

Sprmg loaded

tastic coiled -

is body into a human
Ihing in pursuit of the
Erightful Four. The Thing hurded ino e
air and crashed onto the

villains’ spaceship. Soon it

for the Fantastic
s evil rivals!

Underwater camouflage

On the trail of the evil Attuma and his

are . N
| undersea army, <he Fantzstic Four had to
i pass by an enemy patrol unnoticed. When all

hope seemed lost, Mr. Fantastic cha d his

body into the form of a gant ray a sported

his s safly ot i cnemy patrol. Just s

artying the ockers was
b ich fo che Fanestic Fourslcad
out and singlehandedly caprured one of Attumas decp-sca tanks.

Made of unstable
miolecules, Reed's suit
miractiously expand
and contracts as
body changes shape.

Escape route
Reed can narrow hi
pass through the eye o

vet is more than wide crough for
him to squecze through.

Knockout punch
A lack of super-str
barrier to Mr. Fantast

gth proves no

’s effectivencss
as a hand-to-hand combatant. His
ables him to

fic expertise

BULLETPROOF
e unigue el
e that o
bullt o ol o harfa i
His body s h enrey
prejecile and. s

', deadly force.

cnc his amazing reach, specd,

awesome hitting

knock the insectoid senseless!
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ITHOUT SUE RICHARDS, there would probably
< be no Fantastic Four! Time after time, she has acted as
the group’s pcacemaker when the other members have fallen
out, When Reed loses patience with Johnny, or when the
Thing’s resentment against Reed for not curing him boils
over, Sue is
younger brother Johnny were brought up in a comfortable,
loving home in Long Island until tragedy struck when their
mother died in a car crash and their father was sent to
prison. At age 12, while staying at her aunt’s rooming house
in Manhattan, Sue met Reed Richards and developed a crush o ecded distincri
on him. However, the foundations had been laid for a lasting
friendship that would one day become love and marriage.

always there with consoling words. Sue and her

omes and owtfitted all the
except
car a ‘ool outfit.

Love and invigibility NOW, WREN THE ST AT NEW
L
sue moved to California, drea d WNCTEER A
moved (o California, dreaming of Hollywood | A [02TiEe -
stardom. She met up once more with Reed Richards, who had ~___ You ALL!

3

Years later

become an acronautical engineer, and the wo fell in love.
When
with B

found out that Reed was about to launch a starship

Grimm as pilot, she insisced that she and Johnny

should aught in @ radiation storm

red that she could turn

Fantastic Four.

Powers of projection
t taking the alias Invisible Girl and later chan
, Suc soon realized that the mutagenic changes the radiation
had caused went much fareher than simply an ability to disappear

in a crisis. She discovered that she could make others invisible as
well and also tha she possessed the ability to manipulate cosmic energy
with her mind. Among other things, this power enabled her to create invisible
fields thar could withstand considerable amounts of force. One of the most

it to Invisible

merciless automaron could deliver a death-dealing blow, quick-t
partners from sight and shielded them with a force f

Keeping the peace
Sue is quick to incervene when the team starts

abbling, surrounding the Thing with 1

nwisible force field strong enough to stop b

violent attacks. Sue also possesses the pover

to make other beings or things invisible, and
she can appear to fly by projecting columns

of psionic force to keep her airborne.

INVISIBILITY

Suek amazing power: of
imaisibiliy could not
preserse fer from the clutches
of the Mole Man's minions
who were all virtually blind.

A fantastic family

Sue married her sweerheart
Reed Richards in 2 ceremony
attended by many heroes. The birtt
of a son, Franklin, named after Sues
late father, brought the couple ever
closer together. Sue and Reed later had
a daughter. Doctor Doom helped at the
ong as the baby was called
and only love

Wieapons of the mind

ot be

She may

; stronger
j Iy fic
, but Sue can bea

than a norn

y when her

able adversary
anger is roused. She cerrainly
got her mes
Doctor Doom when he

SOLID SHAPES
One of Iuvisible Woman's most

snatched her son, Franklin.

wsefil psionic powers is her abilicy She created @ stcam of
10 create simple solid shap
nmoments. As if by magic, she creates
asee-through bbsleigh so that
e and Reed can down
bill and make it back 1o

theiz interdimensiona portal.
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FUOEALEE ),
‘FROM THA MOD |

Jonathan “Johnny” Storm adds youthful
enthusiasm and rebel cool o the Fantastic Four—in
addition to a range of incredible, fiery supes
He is Sue Storm’s younger brother and was only nine
when their mother was killed and he had o endure
the pain of losing a parent. Johnny became obsessed
with motor vehicles and, by the age of 16, was a
master mechanic and a daredevil hot-rodder. He
accompanied his sister on the fateful first voyage of
Reed Richards starship. When it
was hit by a freak radiation storm,
every molecule in his body was
spectacularly alrered.

CIRCUS TRICK
Jobnny Storon is a nasural show-off
and loves soaking up the applause.
Generating und juggling firebuls,
sting flaming rings and
balancing on one arm on a high

wire, is nuthing to hin! He is even
able 1o fly on a clond of hydvogen
emitted by his plasma fire (ielow).

powers

while ¢

Ty

Fire and passion
Back on Earth, Johnny found that he could generace fiery plasma

cd Reed
Richards’ team of champions, the Fantastic Four. His attempts to lead
a normal life, finishing high school and blending in with the community:
proved hopeless, and he and Sue, the Invisible Woman, were soon
ensconced in the teams headquarters in New York's Baxter Building.

from his body. "Taking the name the Human Torch, h

Johnay marricd Alicia Masters, whom the Thing also loved, causing a
biceer rift within che team for a while until they discovered that Alicia
was aceually a shape-changing Skrull spy. The real Alicia had been
spitited away to the Skrulls

homeworld and was duly e

. Alicia s
Thing, and Johnny embarked on

a series of affairs of the heart.

ued

by the tea Il loved the

CANDLE POWER
The Human Torch and the
Thing have a very
competitive relationship

the Thing is jealows of
Johnnys good bpoks and
cleverness and powrs scorn on
i flashy style. Howeves
even the super-strong Thing
has to admis that the

Human Torchi explosive
“candie pun: ot stuff!

In control
Johnny can gencrate fiery plasma of

all or part of his body st will, withoue
harm to himsclf or his clothes (which
are composed of unstable molecules).
He can maineain this heat incensicy
for up to 16 hours. For short periods,
he can increase the heat he emits to
levels.

what he terms “nova flame’
He can also release all his body’s energy in

“The Human Torch lack
superhuman strength
However, one of Johriny's
many amazing abilitics

that trn him inwo
a one-man army!

Flames exend up
to 5 inches from

Jokniys body.

e )
Fearsome fire

The Human Torch's powers are
immense and extremely dangerous

PUTTING OUT
in the wrong hards, as the

THE TORCH

To produce fire, the Torch

needs oxygen and so can be
extinguished in low air-

pressure or a vacuum. Johnnys
flames can aba be bricfly dossed
by large amounts of water ar
smothered by fire fighting
materials such as sand, foar,

and fire-resistant chensicals.

Johnnys body was temporarily
taken over by Doctor Dooms
spiric. The evil sorcerer had
complete control of

Johnny's mighty arsenal of
fire-formed weapons and.
directed each artack with
deadly accuracy.

The Human Torch can
abiorb vast amounts of
t energy inio his body
ot coming to any
harm—as thee soldiers
Jrom the Briim Nebu
sapidly realized.

G
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The TthQj Benjamin Jacob Grimm ‘ E

ATE GAVE Ben the name Grimm, and grim has often been

his face! He was born and raised on Yancy Street in Manharttan’s
tough, po stricken Lower East Side. His father was an alcoholic,
and his older brother Daniel was killed in a street fight

GANGWAY!)

Atage 18, Ben succeeded Daniel as leader of the Yancy
Street Gang and seemed locked into a world of petty crime.
However, Ben’s life wrned around when his parents died and he

was adopted by his Uncle Jake, a doctor. After initial opposition,

responded posiively to his uncle’s care. [ lefi the gang

school. His impre

and completed hig| wysique made him

a star of the football eam, and he later won a football scholarship

to Empire State University

Alicia and the Thing
Seulprress Alicia Masters is the love of Ben's

Monstrous mutation

At university, Ben’s roommate was Reed Richards. The tough. life. Being blind, she is not put off by his

no-nonsense Ben Grimm and the brilliant, wealthy science student grotosque appearance. Ben once belic

Reed Richards became firm friends. Years later, Reed asked Ben, by ia had fallen in love with Johnny Sto
now an experienced test pilot and astronaut, t join the crew of his vhearted and wiacked with jeal

Ben left the

prototype starship. Ben pointed out that the ships radiation shield B also worsi \

might not be powerful enough, bur Reed was determined to test his friendship with the Silver S

starship anyway. Caught in a powerful radiation storm in space, pilot

Grimm was forced to abort the flight and return to Earth. As with

the other crew members, the radiation blast had extraordinary

effects on Ben’s molecular structure. His skin mutated inco thick

heavy, orange scales; his muscalature he

becare superhumanly strong and powe Ben could

sometimes change back to his original form, but all too soon, he

would revert to the monstious body of The Thing

"WAY...
YA AIN'T

Boi®  Keeping fit NCTHIN

Reed Richards has devised
he art gym in the

stic Four's base in
New York's Baxrer Building,
The gyn's high-tech weight

Trapped in a monster’s body

From time to time, cither by accident or the

sciendific iments of Reed Richards, Ben has

erts to the consistency of rock

his hide 1s virtually impenetrable, Ben is sull - ¥

ble o illness and stess. His intelligence level

nd basic personality are unaficered by his mutation et
nto the Th 5 up the had puys, his @
s. “It's clobberin’ time™ x

avorite carcapras







Fantastic Family

F THERE is a single traic thar distinguishes the Fanrastic Four
from all the other teams of super-| po\‘\nd adventurers, it is the
fact that the FF is also a family. Reed, Ben, Sue, and Johnny were R i i A public ceremony, attended by the Avengers nd

hound rogether long before they entered the starship and gained e e g ey A

. Reed met Ben in college, and they
became lifelong friends. Sue fell in love with Reed while he
was still artending Columbia University. Johnny always knew

their superhuman powe

his sister’s flancé wa
for the ride. The FF also have an extended family tree....

s destined for greatness and went along

-y ARRIE)
- LRI

Mary Storm

Mary Storm was ftally injured in a car |

accident on the way o a dinner in
honar of her hushand. Not only
s Franklin dyiving the car,

e fought with a loan sharke but he operaied on Mary in a

and was convicted of his desperate attempr to save her

life. After the death of her

mather and. the imprisonment of
ficed himself to her father, Susan took charge of
Sue and Johnn saising her younger brother, Johnny

Lyja (Skrull)
A disgused Skral,

Lyja pretended to ‘
Reed R!cllards Susan Storm Johnny Storm be Alicia Masters
A former child prodigy Susan firse fll in /m" “Hothead” Johnny and married
is Guardian of ihe S4 Reed 15 the leader and a with Reed loves fast cars and | 4o
Timestreams. founding mertber of i was a student. beatifid women.

Rachael Summers, Phocmx Torus Storm
In the same

becon

Torus
Super-Storm

Franklin Richards

ALTERNATE TIMELINE
Rama-Tict, Kang, I

Uncle Jake

A successfid physician,

Aunt Petunia

HYPERSTORM
In one possible future,
Hyperstorm is the only child
of Franklin and Racliael
Summers. After inheriting
the telepathic
telekineric powers o his
father
limitless pow
mother, he
the enrire k

d

universe ard hecomes
the great enemy thar
Nathanial Richzrds has

sworn to destroy

Scarlet Centurion
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& occasion ALYSSA MOY
LA N 7 3 e aE o Before Reed Richasdds fll in

1By edeeigeeaid e My st o i

\ 5 HMen: Borh Supe They firsi met in collge,

THE LUMPKINS though whether the
any romantic innlsenent
i ot fnown. She is bighty
intelligent and rescusecfo,
a barn explorer

and adventurer

LA teams were guests at Reed
Richards and St Scornts

eng

J EING PART of a Super Hero team, bauling
evil and dazzling the world with your powers
sounds great, but it has & downside: you will be
hounded by the paparazzi and awact the
even the fear, of sections of the public. Living
outside normal society, the Fantastic Four have

riends. Som

ment party.

P
()

learned to rely on a small cire

these allies are ordinary folk, others heroes in th
own right  but all are highly valued by the It

Spider Man

One of the most famous of the Fantastic Four's {riends is

wiggle his eant Ky

‘others and her own artistic

gifts—her sculprures b

brought acr worldwide
She

the amazing web-slinging, wall-climbing Spider-Man. Thirg, being aole to

" the kind In art that

He is Johnay’s best fri

nd and has often been called upon

w0 use his super oilicy—and, of course,

man suength and

exterior, She also had a
close relationsaip with
rhe Silver Surter
POSSESSED
Vir Fi

‘Wingfoot
I'hy
Will
Wyait Wingfoot became frieads
with Johnny Storm at Metro
(..uq,h New York City. His
athleticism,
proved
adventures.

son of dmnh\m s

el

D Iuas 40 o, lls, bray
and 1h|I ty with
useful on several

an watk

Saving Spidey

Spider Man has catse to be grateful to his

i idey tore his costume e shreds
battle with the tvrannical Bevonder
e alfen machin thas

Alysande Stuart
; Giiven pro ection by the
niastic Four and & job as
Franklin Richards' nanny,
Alysande Stuart, alias
Caledonia, dummun of

supplied him wit

l\hhun s soon realized that \hu lien costume

was fast rurn

5 Spider-Mas into s puppet!

Agatha Harkness

Once the leader of the wit
New Salem, ha became Fran RIm

Richards
with her . She fell foul
[ wan sente vmn‘
ande

lwniere

temponily
fent friend win bick pu
aldbengh byt selfpityhig

for \quw to
consor: with the vutside world

1 bis patienel



electronics experr
urned o crime and
< into the hame of
/ Pym, the original
stole Pymis

e - CRYSTALS POWERS
- Crystel can disect just one
clemental force at a time, and

she can only uie her powvers
for about an hour befoe
N she meeds o et

EMBERSHIP of other super-groups,

such as the Avengers and the X-Men,
constantly chan;;m‘g but the
ntastic Four still h original
teammates. Individual members
have taken the occasional leave of
absence over the years, or even quit for
periods of time, but they always
returned. However, when a temporary
vacancy does arise in the Fantastic Four, there
is always someone ready to take the job.

them to rescue
2 kidnapod dodioe
When he lares tried
10 recurn the solen
items, Pym offered to let
Score become

Power Man
‘When the team necs

Thing, Reed

Luke Ca;

ard skin. Bullets hounce off
In

a concrete wall.

Crystal, the exquisite elemental

| twice served as a substitute member of the
ur. She is an Inhuman who h:
wind, water, and

0 psionically manipulate carch

fire. She can create seismic tremors, control the

flow of water, ignits

and generate winds.

in
/'/«.m She now

BEN, WHAT'S

HAPPENED
\_oms 2 4

MAGNIFICENT MANE
Medusat hai is supe
and can bt rearly teo tons
Sbe can alo emply i 0 o
comples: tasks bk shoseling
ctrds or picking locks:

IN'THE FAMILY
A biood transfiusion from hes
cousin, 1Jr. Robert Bruce Ba
i sty the Initle

tac only child of an
who wanted a son. Trying to

Inansform

Medusa

Though she was a

wember of the

foundi
Frigheful Tour, Crystal's
older sister, Medu
bt o he Bore

Sensational She-Hulk
While the Hs
usually have

scuba diving. Sharon first met the T hing

nd Banner while he was on vacation from the FE

Hulk
Walter's mind
She isn't

Four. Mcdiusa possesses a head of

thick hair tha

nal ty,

hegeme ength, speed, and

endurance. Sharon design
 and hegan 1o call
herself Ms. Marvel. After she

commands, and she is only limited

lmr can s uII I\Ir

by her imagination. Sh

M. Mureel ic
an expert in
martial arts
includmg lie
her to join the team Kwon Do.

without too much effort
While workirg with the FF;
Jennifer met and started
dating Wyate Wingfoot.

et to the top of tall
buildings or cushion a fall




| 'J"HE FOUNDING members of the Fansastic
i Four are the owners of a private corporation
thar specializes

in scicntific rescarch. Fantastic Four,

Inc. is financed by the profits from the patents on e first Fantasti-car
those inventions that Reed Richards chooses to share
with the public. Many of his developments—like
the unstable molecules used
are designed to help the team protect the Earth.

in their jumpsuits

Fantasti-crafts
As the am exparded its operations, Reed

realized they needed a vehicle with much

Security first

The

greater speed ard crv
with Johnay Storm,

ing range. Worki

¢ built an improve

s first base of operations was in the five floors of the

original Baxter Building in midtown Manhatta

. Reed outfitred ipped

tproof windshiclds thet roll into
place at the ik of a switch.
For quic
also has an a
sropelled by

the roof with security monitors that showed the roof and recorded

anything that approached it. A computerized security system the team

le ch,

compressed

2-C) is

arded the interior, using retina

ans to identify anyone who

ered the building. A team of robots would automatically be

cushions of air. Ben even has
an individual jet-cycle.

ated to subdue intruders.

Changing headquarters
The origin
and hurled into §
Vernard. Whi

constructed a new eady

er Building was ripped from s foundations

estroyed by Kristoff

ges Mansion, the 1

aying at

Four Frecdoms P
d fou rs.
mandeered the build ng,

s ino their warchous
so:age faciity ac Pier 4. Tour Uieedoms
Plara was destroye version of

the Baxter Building

and a

Pogo-Planes and time travel

While Reed invents most of the FFs
technols i

trips around the world, the FF hay
Pogo-Plane that has vertical takcoft
landing abiliti
atured Sirul
f

carship tha they use
¢ placform and
able for trips

2 vehicie




- - THE ONE ELEMENT
AGAINST WHICH
EVEN THE
MASTER OF SOLNP
=\_HAS NO PEFENSE!




The Fantastic
in the 1960s

According: to legend, 7 Fiantastic Four (and the covise Marve

Universe) were born on 2 . Martin Goodman, who owned the
company that would ¢

SIXTIES

Licbowitz, who ran the comic-book publisher
that would become DC ¢ Licbowitz happened to mention that his
Iling ticle e League of America, the story of a tcam of
Super Herocs. Goodman told his editor and chief writer, Stan L
up with a super-cam cha they could publsh. San was not 00 keen on the
idea a first. Goodman had already published and
abandoned Super Hero comics in the 19405 and 1950s.
Why should the 1960 be any different? Afier talking
with his wife, Stan Lee realized that i was his job to
make things different. He turned o his longtime
Ln]lllmnmr Jack Kirby and together they produced
i, the Super Hero comic for people
per Hero comics! The Fantastic Four broke
comic-book cliché. They did not wear costumes
secret identitics, were not particularly interested
in fighting crime, and squabbled among them:
g and Jack produced 93 issucs
Is of The Fantastic Four dur
1960s. They laid the creative foundation of th
Marvel Universe, introducing a host of memorable
characters, exotic locales, and mind-blowing concepts.
Under Stan a antastic Four cruly became
“The World’s Greatest Comic Magazine”

1962

x Gncaresy conve sasarmel

wpwlh \/ru/u Man for

the first time
1961

“The Fantastic Four #1 (Now
1961). The origin of the FE
(Couver by Jack Kirby)

The Fantastic Four #5 (July
1962), The first appearance of
Doom, (Coter by Juck Kirby)

The Fantastic Four #12 (Mar
1963). The FF meet the Hulk.
(Cover by Jack Kirby)

Four

1964

s soarrs ....n__

Fantastic Four #26 (May 1964).

The FF and the Avengers fight
the Hulk. (Cover by Juck Kirby)

1965

4 1Fa nTasI |

Fantastic Four #36 (Mar. 1965).
The FF mect the Frighful Four.
(Cover by Jack Kirly)

1966

FanTasn

FOU r (0’:;#6 &
\© GALACTUS!

Ay e

Fancastic Four #48 (Mar, 1966).
The first appearance of Guluactus.
(Caver by Juck Kirby)

Fantastic Four #51 (fune 1966). “1

his Man,

splores Ben Grivim’s character

ered 10 be ane of the best FF

e. It also in

Fantastic Four #78 (Sept. 1968).
The Thing regains his homanicy
(Gover by Jack Kirby)

uces the area
come to be known as the

Fantastic Four #86 (May
1969). The FF are trapped in
Lasueria. (Cover by Jack Kirky)



BEHOLD! T

Ravenous empire

and they are all ruled by a single Supreme
eror or Empress. Their ever-expanding
our the Andromeda

e extends thro
and it is ahways encroachi

Skrulls

SKRULLS COMR fiois useripace

and secretly live among humans.
and

Throneworld, bur
alactus, the devourer of worlds. The

They arc an alicn race of shape-change
can instandly assume the appearance of any
g person, animal, or thing that they can imagine. Since it also
takes a conscious act of will for Skrulls to revert to their natural forms,
they can fall asleep or be knocked unconscious without losing their
disguise. The Skrulls have conquered nearly a thousand worlds

cretly posing as the natives of a planet before attacking it.

und cheir

with another

for more

an a million ye

alien race called ¢l

WARRIOR
I WARRIORS

by

s avtip 19 9
Fantastic fakes
I'he Skrulls had spied on the Earth for centuries, but they had
no interest in this planct until humans began o develop space

travel, When the Fantastic Four gained their amazing power
zed that humans

during a space flight, the Skrulls rea
nto a powerful space-f;

might eventually evoly

en their galactic empire. The Skrulls

that could thre;
decided to impersonate the new super-team and turn the
the tables on
=

Earth against them, but the FF soon turned

the shape-shifting alicns.

Super-Skrull

More determined than ever to conquer the Earth,

the powers of the Fantastic Four. The Super
Skrull challenged the FF to a death-ducl

A Skrull takes a slave

d imprisoned

in the Arena of Death. Luckily, the b

t:

The BE defeated the
Super-Skrull but could
not save Dr. Storm.

arrived in time (o stop the baccle and frec all the shaves.

There are over 30 billion Skrulls in the universe,

nment used to be based on 4 planet called
was recently consumed

nd ruthless race.

d a series of wars

ible {1".‘\2‘."‘4 ¢ T
Kiidnapped Sseand Johnnys Skrull came up with a new plan. He disguised himself to look like Reed
Or. Franklin Storm. Richards and lured the ato a rrap. The Skrull kidnapped him and
¥l bt theoyalavecs: The Ting wastaléntvo n distuct planécand piod )
i

[~ I\

Miracle Man

He was the world’s greatest illusionist,
a master-hypnotist who could instandy
ds of people. But the
Miracle Man wanted more than mere
he desited true power. He used

oc by convincing people
that a gian plaster monst
Miracl
powers and was defeated when the
Torch temporarily blinded him with a
burse of flame. He was captured and put
in prison, where he studied everything
he could about mind control. He
learned of a legendary group of Nacive
American shamans who had the power
of total mind control, and upon his release,
scarch of them. Under the
fan

amok in the

he wer
guidance of the shamans, Mira

developed the power to create any realicy

that he could imagine

MIND OVER MATTER
With mind control, Minac
Man can beconie as big an




S]lb B M‘dl’iﬂ BT Princs Namor of Atiantis

RINCE NAMOR. rutcs over the undersca Kingdom of Adanis, home
to Homo Mermanus—a of intelligent, water-breathing people.
Namor is the son of an Atlantean princess and American sea captain,
Leonard McKenzie. His parents met in 1920 when a rescarch -
vessel, under the command of Caprain McKenzie, set off

Sea power

T'he Sub-Mariner is one of the strongest living
creatures on the planct when in the water, but his
strength begins to decrease when he is out of the
occan. I Namor were completely cut off from any source
of water, he would dehydrate withis

The
ent shockwaves into Atlantis,

explosive charges in the ocean to break up icebergs

nd die,

‘ ; explosions accidentall
i 4?

which was located below. Fearing his kingdom was under o hat allowie b
¢ s a radar vision that allows him to

sense objects in the murky depths of the oce:
he can also communicate tel
forms of undersea life. As well as by
swim at superhuman speed, N:
ility to fly, duc to the wings on his ankles.

.A Namor poss
Fantastic Four Special Edi

Vol. 1 #1 (M 984). The
Mariner versus the human race

attack, the Adantean Emperor sent his daughter,

gate. She boarded
McKenzie's ship and fell in love with the Caprain.

Princess Fen, to the surface to inve

pathically with many

able to

(Cover art

n Byrie

mor has the

Enter the Sub-Mariner
When Princ

had been taks

s Fen failed to return, her father assumed that she

en prisoner by the surface men and he sent a war

party to rescue her. McKenvie fell in the attack, and Fen recurned

(2

to Adantis where she gave birth. The heir to the throne was
named Namor, meaning “Avenging Son,” and grew up with an

antagonistic attitude toward surface people. Namor did not trust

human amphibia

air-breather who can b

s 1o attack the

and used his superhuman pow
surface world. He battled the original Human Torch, an android e iy

Super Hero who fought crime in the 1940s and 50s, although e depih o the o,

during World War 1, the Sub:

fariner formed an alliance with

the Torch and st the Axis powers. The Sub-

Mariner was forgotten until he was rediscovered by Johnny Storm.

arguing with the Thing, Johnny

decided to quit the FF and hid in a
rundown hotel in New York's

Bowery. He discovered an amnesiac
derelict who was, in fact, Namor!

Deadly attractions
his first bartle
Il in love with
e mankind if she bec

FIRE AND WATER
Namr was far front
graefil 0 Johmny for
elping him. When he
discon lanis UNEASY ALLIES
Dad been destroyed in his Playing on Namor' hatred toward
liers, Dr. Von Dooms
joineel forces with the

7 absence, bis hostlity toward
the human nace increased.
ike the original Torch, fthangh Namor i Though she
Yooty afsin bl helped Doom, he repented when he seemed to be attracted to Namor, Sue eventually decided thar Reed 4
Namor, pitting his fire ized Doom intended 1o kill Sue  Was the man for her. Namor later fell in love with and married 4
powers aguinst the sea king. vith her FF teammate the Lady Dorma, but she was murdered on their wedding day.

iscover.

ariner once
» Namor 10 the

and tried to prove his love for he

rbor. The ocean water

gonated him and

ed bis memory




A formidable foe USEFUL DEVIC

54 | 2
i ¥, 1
it :
¥
e / ;
/ Doctor Doom's mastery of scien: : l)n;mr 7»:%
. by : fields of Yoy sechnical skills have
Vietor Von Doom extends into .h(‘ﬁua of robo ] ; mbmed sl b,

d biochemistry.
7 | A d e y: many handy gadgets,
is nuclear-po computer- such as the hypnatism
enhanced body armor is cquipped with §8  impuler (1fy) and the
various ()ﬂLIhlVL md defe - gravity sensitizer

(below).

ORN TO peasants in a small village in
the tiny Balkan kingdom of Latveria,
tor Von Doom rose to become monarch
of his nation and now plots to rule the enire
world. His mother, who died when he was
still an infant, was considered by many to be a witch. Victor’s father, Werner

Von Doom, was a gypsy healer, but when he failed to cure a local baron’s

wife from a terminal disease, he and Victor we

blasters, furu ﬁulds ;\nd th
charge the armor’s surface with 30,000
volts of electricity. A compact jet pack enables him o fly.
Doom is 2 master of hand-to-hand combat, and through
his study of the ts, he has learned how
to transfer his mind into other bod

the ruler of Latveria, he also has full

plomatic immunity and cannot \ 2 Rl Kl'lsmﬂ Vernard

forced to flee their village.

Werner later (_iic}d of exposure, and. Victor vowed to punish the entire worlfl i be arrested in the USA. > =2 3, ‘i After the failure of his atempt
for the loss of his parents. Using his mother's magical artifacts and book of " 7 /, " - a.gg,'g ¥ 4" 1o create an heir through cloning
- A - . 5 When they first met at University, Reed ), 7/ 7
spells, he began to amass formidable mystical knowledge. His intensive bt it peinciipoon ity
ific studies enabled hi i ast i nmmn.,.}n e, s e o interes 2 2 orphaned child Kristoff Vernar
scientific studies also enabled him to build many astounding devices. 1o interes é L
. . P | . L\ mother was accidentally killed
Flawed genius % %) eoms 3 \ /. by Latverian rebels. Doom made
o S . % il - J Kiristoff his heir, schooling him
. Je . et lex e +. WISER.. G'RONC 4

Vicror Von Dooms abilites led 1o the offer S Ee i BER MORE ] A Dot il Brveriadiit e
of a scholarship at the State University in S ; THAN EVER BEFORE! blasts the FF >

Doom's robotic replicas, the

New York. It was here that he met Reed I 7 f % Fgfm.ms MOMENT ON, T with its eye-slit Doombots; usually ruled Latveria
Richards. When Doom began work on a ) oA ] BocTOR PO magap : in his absence, bu when it appeared
trans-dimensional projection device, Richards e AL A ih 2 ;‘-:“‘D“Th’dd“d“if'h"d’g
pointed out an error in his calculations. oL o, i frogrammed 8 i
AR it e z ‘mind with all of Doom’s memories.
gnoring the warning, Victor tested the Belicving that he was actually Vicror
machine. It exploded in his fa Vo G fugicd an Sock
a thin scar. Expelled from coll

journeyed to Tibet, where he joined a mysterious order of ORIGIN OF DOOM
monks to learn the secrets of sorcery

on the Fantastic Four. This continued
returned to claim

he:monks butle him: Donning fearsome armor and
a mask to hide his scarred face,
becomes Doctor Doom.

an armored suit and a faceplate to hide his facial flaw, but

Doom put on the mask before it had cooled,

ating severc,
extensive scarring. Renaming himself Doctor Doom, he then
returned to Latveria and seized control of the country.

Bitter rivals

Dooms desire for conquest e
it with Reed Richards, now the le:
c Four. Doom forced the FF to go

h trying to prove his
Doom challeng

to believe he had won. Howe
duped, once again outwitted by his old advu'.s.\r},:




Pawns of the Puppet Master
The Puppet N ed that it was
his destiny to
He intended to force all the government

leaders into 1 heir lands into a single

kingdom that he would control. Since the

Puppet Master

HILIP MASTERS was born

in the Balkans and moved to the
ars

tic Four stood in his way, he constandy

tried to destroy them. He once pitted the

United States when he was eight y
old. A shy and lonely child, he spent most

i action

th life
figures. He also compelled the Sub-Mariner to
kidnap the Invisible Girl

of his time carving wooden marionettes and sculpting figures out of
7 in college and became partners with his friend

clay. He studied biolog

Jacob Reiss in a small research firm. Their company studicd a special
radioactive clay that Masters had discovered in his homeland. Reiss was
married and had a young daughter named Alicia, Over time Masters
became insanely jealous of his partner and decided to steal the clay for
, but

Impossible Man
The Impossible Man was
born on a distant planer
called Poppup, a world filled
with dangerous monsters.
The inhabitants had to evolve
quickly in order to survive and
50 they developed into a race of
shape-changers. The Impossible
Man was bored with life on
Poppup and turned himself into
a spaceship so he could explore the
universe. He evenwally landed on
Earth, where he met the Fantastic
Four and made a nuisance of himself
with his ridiculous transformations.
Poppup was later destroyed by
Galactus, and the Impossible Man
became the last of his race until he
decided to clone himself and form an
Impossible Woman. The happy couple
later cloned an entire Impossible
Family, and they ate presently touring
the universe together.

himself. He planted a bomb in the building to destroy the busine
it accidentally killed Reiss and blinded his daughter. Overcome with
guilt, Philip Masters marricd his partner's widow and adopted Alicia.

From Masters to Master

Masters discovered that his radioactive clay had a special power. I he
made a lifelike puppet of someone, he could mentally force that person
to do his bidding. To test his power, the Puppet Master commanded

one of his victims to commit suicide by leaping off a bridge, but the

I3
ALL FOR
ALICIA

ference,

Human Torch rescued the man. Furious at the FFs i

Masters promply carved a puppet of the Thing and turned him
against his tcammates. Mr. Fantastic freed the Thing by temporarily

ng him back into his human form, and the tcam then

managed to defear the Puppet Master.

After being de
times, the Pup

the Mad Thi
ed him that they

er found him
and convi
should join forces. Together,
they plotred the Fantastic Four's
downfall, tricking the X-Men
fighting them and also attacking the
my of androids who

FF with an army
resembled all cheir past enemics




ON T MAKE him angry-—you won' like him
when he’s angry! After being caught in the heart
\  of a nuclear explosion and bathed in Gamma radiation,
588 Dr. Robert Bruce Banner now finds himself transformed
into the incredible Hulk during times of stress
one of the most powerful creatures to ever walk the Earth, and his
strength grows in direct proportion to his anger. Over the years, the
Hulk has been both a hero and villain, possessing the intelligence of

encountered the Hulk when

sabotaged, and he suspected

to New Mexico, where they

discovering that a foreign spy had actually caused
the damage. They fought the Hulk again when he
came to New York City to destroy the Avengers.

ITTLE IS known about the
man who calls himself the Thinker
but is called the Mad Thinker by
everyone else. He was a successful
termind for years yet the police did not even know
a vast network of computers he could predict a

criminal m

he existed. Using
likely
enabled him to plot intricate crimes that were virtually foolproof:
He oursmarted the law at every turn unil

sequence of events down to the smallest detail, and this

he came up against the Fantastic Four.

Kingdom of erime

I'he Thinker devised a plan to seize control of

New York City and turn it into an independent

nation. He would rule this new nation, and the

country’s major crime bosses would serve as both

his enforcers and his ambassadors to the other

rican cities. Only the Fantastic Four stood in his

arranged for the team to leave New York. In their absence, the
Thinker took over the Baxter Building, but the FF returned

ated him.

unexpectedly and de

Awesome android
Whilst in the Baxter Build
Thinker used some of Reed’s
to construct an arc
feet tall. Made of roboric and organic
adroid was sups

VIRTUAL FREEDOM
The Thinker developed a
way of projecting bis mind
into an android body s0 he
could continue his criminal
activities from a prison cel

parts, the

and could mimic the phy

The Thing and the Hulk have
fought cach other many times. Ben was

once temporarily driven mad, and thHulk
stopped the Thing from going on a rampage.

designed 1o be the

e computer,

Obsessed with finding a way to defeat the FE the Thinker
once became convinced that Daredevil could pret
future. The Thinker threatened to kill the Thing in order
1o assure Daredevil’s cooperation.




The Red GhoSt v

VAN KRAGOFP was o Russian scientist who
worked for the former Soviet Union. He became
fascinated by the Fantastic Four and began

0 study their history. Kragoff believed he

could recreate the accident that gave the FF the

super-powers,
and he convinced his government to build a spaceship that was

specifically designed 1 expose its crew to cosmic rays. Instead

cd to use

of testing his theory on other humans, Kragoff d
two great apes and a monkey that he trained for the mission.
Blasting into space on the same day that the Fantastic Four
had embarked on their journey, Kragoff and his apes headed
directly into a cosmic storm that transformed them into

the infamous Red Ghost and his fiendish Super-Apes.

Untouchable
After being exposed to the cosmic rays,

goff gained the ability to become

hantom. He can become
intangible at will and is able to make
part of his body solid while the rest
remains insubstantial. Although he
cannot turn invisible, he can make

his body transparcnt. He has acquired

the ability to assume a mistlike form

so that he looks like a real ghost.

Evenly matched?
Kragoff keeps tryi

prove that he is X

intellectual superior, by

antastic’s physica

the Red Ghost has lost
every batdle they have
ever fought.

‘Trading places

RANSFORM

super-atre
and his st

The Red Ghost and his Super-Apes
I

the people of New Yo
foes, Reed Richards
realized that the personalities and

s of Kragoff and his

bactled his ¢

L WARNED

became his

{ \eeeonm, .

qth that he was even strong

t-Apes. Mikhlo the gor
« than the T

MIGHTTY APES

r the baboon acquired

th has continued to increase over time.

Ly [af ) 9
The Waicher
His name is Uatu the all-seeing
Watcher. Uatu belor
incredibly powerful a

sccrarly observes cveryt
happens i

o lives in
the Blue Area of the Moon. The
Watcher is virtually immortal and

abilitics, He can also convert his

body into pure cncrgy and insta

cansport himself anywhere in the
universe. Uatu met the FF on their
first visit 10 the Moon and instanly
developed a fondness for them.
Thoug}
in the affairs of other races, the
Warcher has often helped the

he is forbidden to interfere

Fantastic Four to save the Farch

from various super-menaces.



R.aﬂla‘ T“t aka Kang, Immortus, & Scarlet Centurion

AMA-TUT CAME from the year 3000, a glorious age of

peace and progress—and he was bored out of his mind!
Instead of posterity and enlightenment, he cra

ed action and
adventure. After accidentally discovering that one of his ancestors
had built a time machine, he spent
years trying to recreate it. He buile
his time machine to look like the
Sphinx and journeyed to ancient

Egypt where he used his scientific
knowledge to become the absolute

monarch of the ancient world.
Prisoners of the pharaoh

While investigating hi

Related to Reed
Rama-Tu first believed that he
was a descendant of Doctor
Doom, but h

ic became convinced tha

Masters, he gathered the rest
Fantastic Four and used ¢
past. W

= machine to travel into the

L& cient ancestor
th the aid of his futuristic weaponry, Rama-Tut captured the

FFE bur they escaped and forced the pharaoh to flee back to the furure. f Reed Richards.
mother died,

ourncyed to an

Time traumas

As Rama-Tut journeyed back to the year 3000, he encountered
a disruption in the time stream that caused him to create a
number of alternate r

and had another son,
licies. In one reality, he landed on

whase bloodline
a version of presen

Earth and convinced the Avengers wenslly
ke control of the Earth, a
In another, he found himself on

produced
Rama-Tut.

and ultimacely conquered it

_ Molecule Man
B
L (Y WEN REBCE was once a small and imid young | [
man who worked in a nuclear plant as a laboratory
technician. Dissatisfied by his jobs long hours and low
pay, he grew careless one day and was accidentally
exposed to an unknown form of radiation. Owen soon realized that he had gained
the power to control marter. He could now make mountains lighter than air, turn
iron into gold, or transform a block of ice into an army tank. He had become the
Molecule Man, the most dangerous and powerful being in the entire multive

XACTLY! WHICH 16 Wiy
©ian

I'he Molecule Man posed such a cerrible threat to the enti

planc of reality
that Uatu the Watcher violated b

races and sent the Fantastic Four after Owen. The FF ma
Owen and turned him over to the Watcher. Owen later escaped and
returned to Earth where he battled both the FF and the

ngers.
Realizing that he didn't wane to be a Super Villain, Owen agreed to sec a

therapist and gradually stopped trying to conquer the Farth,

Volcana

& Owen was later ransported to Battleworld, a planet created by
') e super-povvere as the Beyond :
)

Rosenberg, aka Volcana, who had been gi

by Doctor Doom. Owen fell in lov
help Doom battle the Beyonder. After returning to

n briefly settled down

h Marsha but they



L IGHTED FOR ¥

IABLO IS the world’s

greatest master of the ancient

science of alchemy, an carly form
of chemistry that sought to transform
base metals into gold. Born to a rich
' Spanish nobleman in the carly ninth century,
eban Diablo believed that he could use alchemy to rul

traveled the world to study it. He hunted down powerfu
secret formulas, experimented with biz
As his mastery of the ar

PesTROING-
HeM NOW!

Dragon Man
Professor Gregson Gilbert
was a biologist specializing §
in super-powered humans.
e He attempred to construct
The rest of the Fantastic Four learned of Ben’s absence i a robot more powerful
) the next morning and followed his trai’ to the castle. - than anything that lived.
They discovered that Diablo had mixed a potion that Dragon Man was the
improved Ben’s appe result. However, it was
redundant until Diablo used alchemy
1o give the creature artificial life.
Dragon Man stands over 15 feet
high and weighs more than 3 tons.
It can fly, has super-strengeh, and
can exhale fire like a real dragon. Its

Potion power oo lo s iliean movenearly 90

R BLE miles an hour and is strong enough
Diablo possesscs an enormous collection of w g enougl

HEVEN

humanity, and he

cts, amassed

e potions, and searched for rare herbs.
ne art grew, so did his personal power. Diablo
discovered an elixir that could slow aging to the poin that he became
temporarily immortal, He late

The pawn and the potion

ance. Believin,

could restore Ben's humanity so th

thar the alchemist

acquired a castle in Transylvania, where he

he could marry

Alicia Masters, Ben agreed to serve Diablo for one

set up a laboratory

nd terrorized the local countryside for centurics. The
villagers revolted and imprisoned him within a massive crypt. Diablo was
trapped for, more than 100

Diablo sold his potions and used the money to build an
my to conquer the world. When the potions wore off,

ned his senses and chased Diablo into his crypt.

ars, dreaming of his revenge.

potions that scem almost magical in nature.

a of the ayerage dog, Dragon
His concoctions include pellets full of nerve gas, lly used as a pawn by

“The creature has formed a
special attachment to Sue Richards
and has often tried to capture he

other
medicines that cause people to experience wild

hallucinations, a potion th

¢ inscandy lowers

a person’s body temperature to frecze them

in place, and one that makes a person

susceptible to Diablo’s will. His
costume is lined with hidden

pockets and pouches, where he

keeps his various elixirs and

alchemical weapons.

Diablo has returned on numcerous occasions,

DIABOLIC
ALCHEMY

ion to Transy He once battled Doctor Doom and was

exiled into an

led upon the
0. A local

Baron warned them o stay away from
tand told them of the terrible legends
surroundi

‘our stum|
abandoned castle of Dia

1 alternate dimension. After

Diablo. One night, the
nd followed
the voice to a hidden crypt. Ben

awh

composed of

water and
hem to dest-oy the Fantastic

used his strength to smash the atedly sent

rep
Four. Tho

slab that held the alchemist

h recencly reporcedly killed in a

batdle with Alpha Flight, a cam of €
Super Herocs, Di cessful
death for more than 1,000 years.

prisoner, and Diablo was set loose.
Determined to become master of all mankind,

Diablo wanted to sccure the help of the T’




d introduce them to Medise, W
impressed. Nous with their combined powers,
the Fantastic Four could finally be defeated.

The evil FF

The

THE WIZARD

‘rightful Four planned dheir first attack on
the Fantastic Four to coincide with a party held
at the Baxter Building to celebrate the eng

of Suc and Reed. They wi
Super Hero guests had lel
the FF headquarcers. They managed to
capture Reed, Suc, Ben, and Al 1
buc luckily Johnny had already left to meet
friends. The W
attached a powerful anti
them adrift from the roof of the Baxter Buikling.
Four congratulaced each other on their success as they
their enemies floac hi

‘WO CRIMINALS, Paste Poc Pete (later known as Trapseer)

and Sandman, ¢:

ped from prison and met the Wizard, a villain

who had just suffered yer another defeat at the hands of the Torch.

They realized that they stood a much better chance of defe:

needed was one more member to be the FI

ed extraordinar;

ted undil all the

before storming

ia Master

ard pue his captives to sleep, ticd them tog

her and higher and were furious when

the Torch arrived to save his friends and thwart their evil plans,

The Wizard was a celebrity, known

throughour

e world for inventing futuritic

devices that he sold 10 the rich. He became

jealous of the publs

were ing:

he invented a costuome that
master the force of gravity

Torchs powvers

the Torch in particular—so

Peter Petrus
invented a super-strong paste and decided 10 use

it to entbark on a career of crime. Calling
himself Puste Pot Pere, he de
that dispensed his paste with pin-point accun
trapping victims instantly and rende
for hours. He later changed his na

ansastic Four
wed him 10

nd mimic the

TRAPSTER

was a research chemist who

cloped numerous weap

them belpless
¢ t0 the Tupser

evil

er, and
wity disc to each of them before setting
The Frightful
watched

throus)

counterpart.
Wizard heard of a mysterious woman known as Madam Medusa who

b pol.

the

ating their
common enemy—the Fantastic Four—if they joined forces. All they
The

powers and knew he had found the perfect
addition o their team. Once Madam Medusa was in place,
Frightful Four were ready to embark on a crusade of crime.

INHUMAN ALLY
Suffering from amnesia, an
Inbuman named Medusa wandered
the Mediterrancan, committing
small crimes to survive. The Wizard
heard rumors of the woman with
living hair and discovered her in a
cave on the French coast. He rescued
her and took her to the United
States. Since she was grateful for his
{p, Medusa agreed 10 join the
e rlg/)lﬁd Four

The legion of substitute villains
Eventually Medusa’s memory returned and she lefe
hcful Four. She was replaced by a villain
named Thundra, but she quit soon after. The
runammy, members of the Frightful Four captured
stic Four, assumed control of the Baxter
B..,m g, and held auditions for a fourch member.
They chose the man-monster known as the Brute.

the F

‘izard .ﬂm convinced Electro, the master of

m and even tried to trick
king the FE Disgusted wih his former
rd formed an all-new Frightful Four that
tydro-Man, who can transform his body
, 2 woman with superhuman strengeh.

Salamandsa the Fire
ansform
berelf into a fierce
fire-breathing

dragon.

Maiden can

Dysfunctional
The Wizard recently reformed the
Frightful Four. He brought back
the Trapster and Hydro-Man and
amandra the
den. She has the ability ©

added b
Fire Ma
project bluc flames and can transform
herself into a dragonlike creatu
The Wizard also attempred to include
his da
heavier or lighter ju

s ex-wi

ghter Cole, who
by touching chem.
50 gains or deple

Unfortunately, she

her own mass in the process. Cole lured

the Torch into a trap, but she

regretted it and turned against her facher.



Inhumans

OVER 25,000 years ago, atiens known

as the Kree visited rhc

endless war with the Skrulls. Though primitive

A5 feared that humans might eventually evolve into
a powerful race that could be a threat to them.
They isolated a small tribe of humans and began to
experiment on them, hoping to create an army of super-| povurful
warriors that would serve their galactic empire.
entists genetically altered the members
of this tribe, who became the first Inhumans.

Intending to return sometime in the future to study
the results of their experimens, the Kree went back
aving the Inhumans to seccle on a tiny

w space,
island in the Northern Adantic named Acilan.

The Inhumans evolved much faster than their human
counterparts and soon became an advanced ci

lization.

d a mutagenic substance

st,” which gave them fantastic powers.
Ordinary humans grew to fear the Inhumans and their powers
and frequently attacked them so the Inhumans tried to avoid

humanity and eventually moved Atilan to the Himalayas.

Beware the hidden land
astic Four first met r‘u
n New York C

Inhumans
they

n love with an Inhum.m
tal. The FF later helped
Black Bolt, ruler of the Tbutise
his throne and prevented
his brother, Maximus, from

destroy

defeat, Maximus surrounded
th an unbreal

peaple, Black Bolt used
; action ths
the entire city as it shattered the barricr

a cataclysmic sonic chain

man was just learning how to make fire, the Kree

GENETIC ENGINEERING
Using the genctic technology lei by the Kree,
the Inhumans were able to control the way
their species evolved. Many different ty
Inbrumans were created—in diffirent shapes
and sizes, with wnique super-powers.
IO THE MOON
Afer learning tha pollution was making his
peoplesick, Black Bolt later m ilan
Jromthe Himal irea of the
astic Four.

Black Bolt :
t of the Inhumans, Black Bolt,
strength and can soar
he fork-shaped antenna

S bls Fore R il i o o
electrons from the air and use
them to increasc his strengeh
and speed. Unforeunate!

Bolt must not speak because
his voice trige c shockwaves.
a whisper could demolish an

entire city bloc!

THE ROYAL FAMILY
The rayal family of the
Inbumans includes Bla
Bolt's cousins Karna,
Trton, and Gor
Medusa

KARNAK
Karnak can sense
an objects weakesr

CRYSTAL

point, enabling bim  Crystal can mentally manipulate
o shaster the object the four basic clements: fire,

with a single blow.  water earth, and air.

2 Cowals per and

GORGON
Gorgon': legs can
generate porcerful
seismic tremors.

TRITON

Triton is an amphibian
with superbuman strength,

LOCKJAW

Sfadthfiul companion,
Lockjaw, can telepors
himselfand anyrhing
near him 0 wherever
e wants to go. He

is extremely strong
and has super-
powerfil jas,

Maximus the Mad

Maximus has always been
jealous of his older brother,
Black Bolt, and-has often

tried tosteal hisichrone.
Thinking the Kree might
help him, Maximus once

tried to make an alliance with
them bt Black Bolt puca
stoptohis plans, Maximus
hates the human race and has
repeatedly tried to destroy mankirid,

He secredly loves Medusa and staged

his first successful civil war during
the time when she had am:

Though hewas later overchrown,

Maximus has never stopped try

10 replace his brother, Maximus
has

Inm tmm usi;
powers are ope:

ting at peak
. he can control the
minds of others and force
everyone within his ge
area to obey his mencal
commands, He can also blank
2 person's mind and

ral




B

|

EFORE THE BIRTH of the pr

another universe, and the being known as Galactus is its only
survivor. Galen was born on a world named Taa, and he
knew that his universe was dying. It was collapsing
toward a central point called the “Cosmic Egg.” It was
also releasing lethal radiation that exterminated entire
civilizations. Realizing that there was no way to save
Taa, Galen decided to drive his starship directly into the
heart of the “Cosmic Egg,” but instead of serving as his
funeral pyre, it somehow absorbed Galen into itself. After
an undetermined amount of time, the “Cosmic Egg”
underwent the “Big Bang” that created the current universe,
and Galen was reborn. He was now Galactus, a creature with
incalcglable power and a never-ending hunger for energ;

sent universe, there was

The devourer of worlds
Gallactlis néeds a particular

type of eitergy that can only be
found on certain worlds, and he
must consume the entire planer to
raveled acro

obtain it. He has

the current universe
millennia, constandly searching
for worlds to devour. Galactus

or many

posésses gsmic power on an
able scale. He can

et and project an energy blse powesful enough
teleport

elds. His
pace station that is as big as an entire

 Shatcer a medium-sized planer. He

objects across the g
base of ope

solar

doomed u)umlu\ civilizations, he considers mmull to be far

beyond conventional definitions of “good” or “evil.”

bore

/rrm La,

ople of Zenn-La lived in a virtual
paradisc. War, crime, disease, and poverty
had been eliminated long ago. No one h.nl
0 work, an
scemed happy
He hungered for adventure and yearned
<0 explore the universe. He got his wish
the day the planct-wide warning system
detected an alien spacecraft headed toward
Zenn-La—Galactus had come to feed.
system failed to
n Ruld bmrm\(d

ha

Radds / fs

a e
diive offthe invader, No
a starship and m:
would spare Z

ve some of his cosmic power to Nortin Radd

n's body with an indestructible silv

also gave his new herald a unique device
surtboard so that INorTin could

IF THIS BE

DOOMSDAY

The Silver Surfer served Galactus faichfilly fr
many years. While searching for a suitable planet
the Surfer noticed & mass of space debris and discovered
that Uatu the Watcher had erected a rocky barrier to
conceal the Earth. Affer signaling Galactus, the Surfer
met Alicia Masters, who con n that the human
race deserved 1o survive. The Surfer begged Galactus to
leave the Earth, and when he refused, the Surfer defied
Galactus and joined the battle again: frer

yielding
Galacrs




CAT FIGHT

N HIS

precious, energy-absorbing

empt to steal

vibranium from the African
nation of Wakanda, the evil
scientist Ulysses Klaw murdered
T°Chaka, the ¥

ruler’s young son, T°Challa, drove Klaw from

andan chicftain. The P 5 ihe Panther
Although he doesn't possess any
superhuman powers, the Black Panther
has the strengrh and speed of the mose gified
Olympic athlcres, He is also a highly skilled
gymnast and acrobat. Thanks to a special
bheart-shaped herb found only in Wakanda
His five senses are highly cnhanced. He has
particularly keen eyesight and night vision
T'Challa is also an accomplished

his lands and became the new
king. Educated in the finest schools
in Europe and America, he studied

s and became a brilliant

inventor. After returning to
his homeland, T°Challa
resumed his royal duties

Ulysses Klaw

cientist Ulysses Klaw

¢ hr G track a quarry across almost any jungle or
and donned dic i | ity terrain. His unique fighting style cmploys
the Black Panther, sacred \ Various martial arts along with acrobarics and a !
totem of his people. number of earlike actions, positions, and blows. ‘ v\‘.‘ 5 \!\ vibmnie ‘“‘ b
tiny northern African nation of
Beloved Wakanda Wakanda, the world main supplicr

{ hi i of this extremely rare meta
Though he has often allied himself with the f this ext tal.

astic Four and the Avenge

Murdering the chieftain, 17

the Black Panther gives S (ERIEI AR

T'Challa has §

; : Once worshiped as a gods
mpts o steal his country’s gt o
h, and invasion threats, but he has defeated them all.  anial to.all Wkandans

the people of Wakanda his highest priority:

faced rivals to his throne, att NWikandan rilers y

lla. Gaini

l\\“n‘\\ th a new
nd la

nto “living sound

ble to transtorm sound

v different weapons.

Cat costume
The Black Panther’s

costume incorporates thin
strands of vibranium, experdy woven

’s transformarion into a form of “sonic

makes him impervious to many of the

most powerful weapons designed e

into the fabric. The energy-absorbing metal immobilize ordinary human beings. His
causes objects to lose their momentum on contact, que ability to transform and control sound
making bullets drop to the ground and punches also makes h

lose their force. The boots of the costume are also project inc

constructed from vibranium, making it possible for

T'Challa to land on his fe

without harm. His natural nighe vision is gr
lenses built into the costume,

ves can expel sleepi

are loud enoug

enhanced

by specia

%
=

Vil i s

and the s of hi:




Ronan the Accuser
cusers are an clite group of Kr
rmment officials who enforce j

®

Kree—Skrull war
Millions of years ago, the Skrulls landed on the plance Hala,
where they found the Kree race
of plantlike entities. The Skrulls sent boch r
planeroid to see which group would be worthy of hecoming,
a part of the Skrull empire. Based on the cnvironments cach
race created, the Skrulls decided that the C

masters
ul

empire. The result was the Kree-Skrull war, which
would continue for thousands of years.

SENTRY 459
The second prototype sentry,
entry 459 traveled to Earth
u re, through a
serics of genetic experiments,
they created the Inbumans.
459 was ondered 1o
Farth to watch over
2 nice once the Kee had.
. One day, archacologist Daniel
Damian stumbled acrs Senery 459
activated it, resulti
capturing Damian and sending a
he Fantastic

nirys surveillance
ught and subdued the
ing Dr. Danmi

guard, fie llowing

the the Kree Acciuser, Ronan, from
traveled to Earth in order to ish

those who had defeated Sentry 459.

were worthiest.

Sentry 459 was able

10 blast ene

out of its eyes. Its strong
armor could protect it

at

KI'B G Sentry and Ronan

N EXTRATERRESTRIAL cace, the Kree

occupy the Greater Magellanic Cloud. This
humanoid race created an empire using knowledge
acquired from Skrull technology and made the
planet of Kree-Lar their capiral. Their blue or pink
bodies are adapted to conditions on Hala, their
planet of origin. However, in order to visit Earth,
they don special apparatus that allows them to
breathe Earth’s atmosphere, and their dense bodies
mean that they are twice as strong as the average
human. They are ruled by Supreme Intelligence, a
vast computer te which all of the Kree intellects
are linked. Sentries are employed to watch
over member-worlds. Despite being far more
technologically advanced than humans, the

Kree is aware of the genetic potential
of humans and the possibilities
available for exploiting it.

FLAME ON
Johny Storm fought in the frontline
against Sentry 459,

was defeated, it deactivated itslf
Following a brief reactivation, Sentry
459 was destroyed by Ron {
sentry was created, Sentry 9168, and
the Eantastic Four fought and blew
up this Kree guardian.

¥ beams

n. A thi

ACCUSATION

trmed with bis Cosmi-Rod
that is capable of inflicting
unearthly damage, Roman
accuses the FF of depriving
the Supreme Intelligence of
an invaluable sentry

Power of intelligence
Believing that the Empire should not be
ruled by a non-humanoid entity, Ronan
joined with Krce Imperial Minister Zarek
0 overthrow the Supreme Intelligence. However,

ic found out and imprisoned them. Ronan's allics
freed him, and he took control. A Kree—Skrull war
broke out, and the Supreme Intelligence
¢ mad, but the compur
d allied ieself with him

Empi
upreme Public Accus
al Minister and

ELASTIC FANTASTIC

Despite Ronan's uncarohly strengih,
the Fantastic Four eventually won
the buttle. The Supreme Intelligence
blamed Ronan for losing the fight
and merely put Earth und
olseruation rather than trying

10 make sure that justice was

done. This angered Ronan




VER A THOUSAND years ago, an

alien race attempted to populate the
barren worlds in the alternate dimension
known as the Negative Zone. They
gather

1 living spores in canisters of power
and sent a spaceship to spread the spores across their universe.
The ship crashed on Arthos, a planet full of deadly volcanoes

PARANOID

e the Cosmic Control

and toxic swamps. Knowing their days were numbered, the

aliens released the spores, and some of these evolved into
brutal monsters. One named Annihilus was an intelligent,
insectlike creature who was often attacked by the others.

The living' death
Annihilus scumbled upon the

e % N
spaceship and used the alien 7, M\»\A\
: ‘Q IS

nd canisters of power

technology
t0 build a device called the Cosmic

Control Rod. The rod increased his

strengeh and intelligence. He

attacked the monsters who had
threatened him and set out to

conquer the rest of the Negative Zone.

Let there be life

t encountered

(LTS

a danger
adiation that had
_, tumed Sue into the Invisible
7 Woman could kill them both.

Only one clement could s
and R

them,

1 needed go into the Neg
Zone to find it. He discovered that this
clement powered the Cosmic Control
Rod, and he had to battle Annihilus
until he could siphon enough f
the rod to save his wife and son.
Since that day, Annihilus has
hated the FF and has often

to alter matter

ey
to another

tricd to destroy them.

Psycho-Man

ASTER. SCIENTIST Psycho-Man rules
over Sub-Acomica, a five-planet system
within a microscopic universe. When overpopulation
th
new worlds and chose the Earch as his f

ened the plancts, he decided to conquer
. irst target
because its human inhabitants appeared to be particularly susceptible to

his highly sophisticated mind-control weapon——the deadly mind-

Divide and conquer

The mind-ray targers victims' emotions, filling their minds with intense feelings

g

of fear, doubr, or hate, The intensity of the emotion is extreme, cau

hallucinations and even death from ht because the victim believes thar

their worst fears have become reality. The Psycho-Man attempred
ntire Earth, He

to build a giant mind-ray that could affect the

planned to drive everyone crazy and pit human
spreading a plague of hate across the world. Before he could
finish the machine, the Fantastic Four teamed up with

the Black Panther and the Inhumans and forced him

10 flee back to his microverse.

With malice toward all

Psycho-Man returned to Earth with an
android who used the evil scientists mind-

ray to whip people into a violent frenzy. Suc
Richards fell under its power, but Reed later freed
Sue, and the FF persucd the Psycho-Man to his
microverse. The FF were ca
overthrew the Psycho-Man's government and
Sub-Atomica. Sue later turned the Psycho-Man's
inst him, which drove him ins:

MICROSCOPIC
The Poycho-M:

isso

by humans
When he travels to Earth,
e wears human-sized battle
suits that he contro




Torgo

UPREME WARRIOR Torgo was kidnapped

, four scientists from his home planet of Mel

ITHIN A HIGH TECH

base known as the “Bechiv

a and taken to

named Dr. Morlak, Dr. Hamilton, Mr. Zota, and Professor Kral, where he was forced to fight as a gladiator in
Shinksi pursued their dream of world domination. They the Grear Games by Skrull crime boss Lippy Louie.
artificially generated a prototype super-being and planned to As a mechanical life-form, Torgo possessed immense

duplicate it uncil they had produced enough superhumans strength and so remained unbeaten in the gladiatorial

to form an invincible army, which they would use to take arena for some time. This prompted Louie’
over the world. However, their heinous plan was ruined Boss Barker, to pay a huge sum to have the Thing : ik

. . o B 10 be fired
when their creation, known as “Him,” became more

captured and brought to Kral in the hope that the
orange-skinned fighter would finally defeat Torgo.

Clash of the titans

T'he battle between the Thing and Torgo

powerful than they imagined possible s A slave revolution

and turned against its creators, The Human Torch destroyed the Skrul

forcing them to

a revolt. The glad

seek help from

removed the slave collars tha had rendered them
helpless for so long and turned against their
former masters

an unlikely

was evenly marched. Although the

person. Thing was less experienced in using

Skrull weapons, he eventually subducd

The blind sculpiress

Torgo. However, he showed mercy toward
Under a false premise, the scientists recruited Ali

his foe and let him go. Torgo then man:

and took her to the Bee Their suprems

w0 overpower the Thing, but he, too,
refused to kill his opponent. The Skrulls
threatened to destroy Mekka if Te

such blinding power that human eyes could not see it. Alicia

was the perfec

candidate to locate it because her unsecing

eyes would not be harmed by Him and her renowned ability did not comply, but luckily the

as a sculptress would allow them to finally see an exact likeness Four arrived in time to stop the fight
of the creature. Equipped with clay, Alicia embarked on her

mission, accompanicd by Dr. Hamilton. Within the wnnels
below the complex, the pair faced
many terrifying obstacles but

eventually Him allowed Alicia
to approach, sensing that she

was good. Alicia found the

creature encased with

cocoon—Ilonely, afr

and about to be “born.”

A god in the making

22
Moments before Him is born, the -\
Fantastic Four arrive to rescue Alicia  # / N
from the Bechive. The scientists are

lefe anxiously waiting for their creation to emerge from its coc

believing it to be some kind of monster. Him appears as a |

evolved human and confronts his creators because he knows of
their evil intentions. Determined not to allow the scientists to use

s, Him summons an enormous amount of

for ill-purpc

and escapes. destroying the Bechive in the process




GET BACK

IN YOUR
HISTORY-BOOKS,
ANDROTIPD! YOU'VE

HAD 171!

YOU NEED A
LESSON IN
MANNERS, KID--
AND THE ORIGINAL
HUMAN TORCH
IS JUST THE GUY
TO GIVE 'EM
TO YOU!




SEVENTIES

Stan Lee and Ji

decade by introducing

The Fantastic
in the 1970s

@ck Kirby celebrared the Fantastic Four's second

Agatha Harkness and bringing back the Frightful Four

TI'he Mad Thinker later attacked the FF with his Androids of Death, and the

team ran into the Monster from the L
end, and Jack Kirby lcf

st Lagoon. All good things come to an
¢ Fantastic Four with #102, although an issuc that he

had partially completed was published about six months later. Artist John
Romita took over in the middle of a storyline that feaured the Sub-Mariner

The Human Torch #/
(Sepr. 1974). The Torch
gets his own title.

by Sal Buscema)

Fantastic Four #104 (Nov.

1970) The FF batrle Magneto.

(Cover by John Romita)

and Magneto, who normally batdled the uncanny
Men. Romita was followed by John Buscema, Rich
Buckler, George Percz, Keith Pollard, and John Byrnc.
Joe Sinnott, who became Kirbys regular inker with
Fantastic Four #44, embellished almost every issuc in
this decade. After a fow issues written by Archic
Goodwin, Stan Lee trned the FF over o Roy Thomas.
Roy replaced Ben Grimm temporarily with Luke C:
and reinstated the Impossible Man after a 12-year
absence. Roy was followed by writers Gerry Conway,
Tony Isabella, Len Wein, Bill Mantlo, and Marv
Wolfman. As the FF grew more popula
published additional FF-related titles. Marve

was introduced as a title that would regularly feature
Spider-Man and the Human Torch. Afte
Marvel Feature #11, the Thing began a 100-issue run
in Marvel Tivo-In-One. In 1978, the FF got its own
animated TV show, with storyboards produced by Jack
Kirby and scripts by Roy Thomas

__19u

a tryout in

Four

Fantastic Four #100 (fuly 1970)
100 issues by fighting
of the Mad Thinker and
ter. (Cover by Jack Kirby)

1973
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B Fantastic
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1971) The
Over-Mind. (Cover by Jobn Buscema)

(Cover by jobn Bucema)

Fantastic Four #129 (Dec.
1972) The Thing meets Thundb.

tic Four #131 (Feb. 1973)
Johnny has girfriend trouble.

(Coer by fim Steranko and Joe Sinnott

N

I

e
s
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e

Fanuastic Four #191 (Feb. 19

Reed Richards resig

(Gover by Geonge Per

Fantastic
Ben Grimy

Man, (Cover

o Ll ]

I BEPLACED BY
49 ! (PORIER MANI I~ e
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Giant-Size Super-Stars (May
1974) The FF new quarterly ttle.

(Cover by Rich Buckler and Joe Sinnot)

Fan

The

(Cover by George Peree and Joe Sinnons)

1976 1978

tic Four #171 (June 1976)
F meet super-gorilla, Gorr

Fantastic Four #200 (Not.
1978) Reed unmasks Dr. Doom.

(Cover by Keith Pollard and foc Sinnort

and 1

68 (Mar. 1976)

aced by 1uke Cage, Powe

~FANTASTIC, Y
FOUR
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i
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Fantastic Four #207 (June
1979) Featuring Spider-Man

(Cover by K Sinsi,




Y0 WENT ON TO OTHER THINGS
~-BUT 1 NEVER GAVE P!

JANUS v [ B8N MonSteT w LoSt Lagoon

A SCIENCE MAJOR. ac college with Reed HE AMPHIBIOUS Monster and his mate crashed |
Richards, Janus started to use his scientific onto Earth deep into the Lost Lagoon. Needing to repair
knowledge for negative effect. He was preoccupied his ship and replace his supply of water, the

with finding a new source of energy, and, when he Monster transformed himself into a human,

came across Nega-Power, tried to encourage Reed to worked at the Seaquarium, and began attacking

module, Nega-Man could

fire porwerfi blass har - help him harness the energy. Reed warned his friend ships that came near the lagoon. The Fantastic
:‘/‘:r/;']::\(,’;";"f/h ok of the dangers if he pursued this negative source but Four heard of the attacks and boarded their
e Thing out and release 3 ; < G
sranquilizer mist that Janus would not listen. Exposed to Nega-Power, MIRROR IMAGE Air-Sea Cruiser. Adopting his human form,
% & Negative energy overtook Janus, an Vega- r . s
would make people Janus split in two—Janus and the Nega- Hepescve enenpy cutriout fouds an Nogh the Monster offered to guide the FF through
Man was born. He was the physica -
wnconscious. He traveled ; ; / h TRANSFORM
Wk presble i Man, potential master of the world. manifestation of all that was evil within Janus, the caves. Once they had traveled deep down . NSFOR
y % The Monster drinks

that doubled as a

into the lagoon, the ol
battering ntm e Ve T « potion that makes

e, ] Monster attacked the i fuman. He can

CSRHETATION FF and fled Earth. underssand English
bt cannot speake .

Dominating: force

-Man overpowered Janus and began his
bid to rule the world. He robbed a bank but was
confronted by the Fantastic Four. The Thing and
the Human Torch tried to stop him, while Janus
called on Reed for help. Reed made the link berween
his friend and the Nega-Man and stopped the evil one
from using his control module that harnessed negative
cnergy. Janus shot the Nega-Man, and he faded away.

CONERE

Happy ending
T'he Monster's mate contracted a terrestrial virus so
they were forced to return to Earch to get t
“The Monster proceeded to abduct Sue Ri
a bid to escape, she flooded the cavern she was being,
held in, but the Monster saved her. The Monster said |
tha he needed her help to administer the medication
to his mate. Sue helped him, and the Monster and
his mate returned to their home planct.

atment.
i |

CAPTURE Z
St was abducted by
the Monster and taken
0 the bottom of

Through the portal Central Park Lake

Janus had not learnt his lesson. He gave
himself up to the dark urges and became
Nega-Man complecely. As Janus, he convinced
Reed to show him where the portal to the
R —

Negarive Zone was. In the Distorsion Area,
KILLED IN espionage, Monocle

_ he met Annihilus— f cxncs o
g with explosive results.
used his cyeglass to mesmerize his

victims. He also had a camera that
was able to blast destructive Neutrak
Rays. Attending a UN delegation
with the aim of starting World War
111, Monocle tested his camera on
the Fantastic Four, who were at
the meeting. Monocle blasted the Fantasticar
out of the sky. Sue and Reed fell into a river,
and the Thing and the Human Torch began
helping those affected by the blast. Monocle now

Foo

@

TS KAPPENTNG

Out of the world
The Nega-Man agreed o take
Annihilus back to the portal in
exchange for help to get more
Nega-Power. He killed two of
Annihilus’s servants, but one
servant pushed the Nega-Man
into the Exploding Atmosphere.

Creating a Storm

Monocle was later employcd by the
Enclave to help run Secur ‘
Monocke m d student Johnny
0 stcaling weapons sccrets
Spider-Man, who was

Reed could not save him. Janus : 4 £ . . CHEESE!
> ; activated his camera on the UN, but it blew up in N

survived but was later killed BCELY ated his ca $e P Monocle Man's camera bid .

trying to get more Nega-Power. his hands—Reed had created a reversal ray. a powerfiul Newtrak Ray subsequent chase led to his jet exploding.

— - — )



Origin of the Overmind

As the survivors of Gigantus

Overmind

REATED BY the Ecernals (also known

as Eternians) to ensure the survival of their

attacked Eternus in retaliation for
the destruction of their homeworld,

I power of all E
over the pla

ns entered

now-extinct race, the Overmind contains the

normous “synthesizing cha

combined mental and physical abilities of a whole

their living brains were
civilization. The Eternals chose their greatest warrior, converted into pure energy and
infused into Grom. Possessing the

Grom, and imbued him with the mental energy of

psionic energy of a billion minds and

tated

the entire population. Sent into space, Grom g
inside a cocoonlike spore for millennia. When
d, Grom had transformed into the

their shared desire for conquest, Grom

became “Overmind” of his entire race.

alactic space through
mi
rning to control his new powers.

fevice, he spent

awesome Overmind. He converted his cocoon
into a spacecrak using the power of thoughr,

and set out to continue the Eternals’” mission
of conquest.

Eternal extinction
A highly advanced race, the Exernals had

conqu ural death. Their policy
of conquest was a means of population control,
as millions of Etel
campaigns. Only one world stood in the way of
total Eternian domination—the enormous
planet Gigantus. Launching a nuclear attack
the Eternals succeeded only in reducing the
planet to huge fragments. The survivors
then retailiated, which led to the
extinction of the Eternian race and
cation of the Overmind.

aging and

influence the perception
o

t he could
d u

blend in among them ana
wnnoticed through the city
s around him we

ans died in their brutal

unaware

as plotting the destruction of the
b. Only the Fantastic Four
kenew of his presence, having been

ed of

MIND CONTROL
The Overminds first plan of antack was
0 usc his mind-manipulation powers

The Over
heat, cold, ene

ind is invu

lectric

inst the

and disease. He docs
nd can cast powerful kinetic blasts
at his enemies. His relekinctic abilities also

radiariol

toxi

t turn Reed Richards a

FE Inad
Mr. Fantastic battled with the
Invisible Girl, the Thin
the Human Torch before flecing
from the Baxter Building. Reed
was then cortured by the

Overmind to reveal the FF's
J\ rir i

not a amatic confrontation.

enable him to move heavy objects at will. and

Overmind’s mental powers allow him to cast

illusions into the minds of his enemies, and so
manipulate their thou

hts and actions.

captive by the Overmin

- Air-Walker
When Galactus required a new herald to replace the Silver
Surfer, e chose the Xandarian starship captain Gabriel Lan.
While traveling home afer a seven-year exploratory mission to
i ions, Lan encountered the spherical
craft of the galaxy-devourer, Galacuus, recognizing Lan's desire for
unlimvted freedom and power, offered him the chance to become
the Surfer's successor. Lan accepted and was transformed into the Air-
Walker. He spent many years secking out new planess to sate his
master's vast appetite. Air-Walker eventually sacrificed his life to save
l Galactus, throwing himself in the pah of a blast rom weaponry buile
by the Ovoids, a race that feared his master. In gratitude, Galactus
transferred Air-Walkees consciousness into a new roboric body:

W
ANEW HERALD
Reborn as Air-Walker,
Lan was granted power
ouer cosmic energy and
the ability to rravel at
byper-light speed:.




¥ 1T'SLIKE... AHOLE ¥
A k N
I' 011 The Magnificent o TR

ORN INTO nobility in Polemachus, an
xtra-dimensional world, Arkon’s future as a

c. The humanoids of

or was inev
Polemachus believe that war is the reason for their existence and live for the
glory of batdle. Named ruler of onc of the countries in Polemachus, Arkon st
about conquering the rest of his world. However, his plans for overthrow
were halted when it was discovered that the planctary rings that provided
Polemachus with heat and light were collapsing, The only hope to regencrate
from

the rings was to atomically destroy the Earth, with the resultant ene:
such an explosion being transported extra-dimensionally to
Polemachus. Arkon would do everything in his power to

save his world—regardless of the consequences.

Earth bound

Watched by the amphibious Toad, Arkon manipulared the Scarlet
Witch to cast a spell on him in order to send him to Earth. Secing
the potential in the witch, Arkon kidnapped her and a group of

scientists to help him create an atomic device that he could use on

ice,

Earth to cause an explosion. But before he could use the d

hammer, could

Iron Man had built a machine that, using Thor’s

reenergize Polemachus’s rings. Arkon briefly abandoned his
attack on Earth, but it was not enough for the anniilacor.
He decided that he wanted more atomic power—fust!

[ano wHeN T

|LET AL ELsE KEEP

L7 SILENCE!
T

FOR, T AM HE WHOM YOU
YOURSELF HAVE SUMMONED i
7 WOMAN, FROM 1Y WORLD

BEYONS AL WoRLoS!

T AM POWER INCARNATE. >
TAE LORD or WARLORDS... )
4

THE WARRIOR
LUNIVERSE! __
s
IAM.. /
= ARKON THE =
?MAGNJFIC

iee™
s
¥

Lightning strikes thrice
Arko
dense skin-and-muse
strong attack, and a

Vatatotn

ted with superhuman strength,
able of witl

ding

e of recuperation faster than
apons are his lightning bolts.
when they tum

le

force equal to ten pounds of
black bolt, or D-Bolg, ¢

Three-dimensional

Arkon planned for Earth-A, the
Fifth Dimension, and Earth-Prime
to fight against

hi
he planned o place in the link between the
different worlds to stop Arkon. Obviously
prepared to fight Atkon directly, the Thing
did not bank on having t confront an
agent of Arkon, the skater Gaard.

On Gaard
The super-hockey player Gaard is
the Farth-A dimension version of
Johnny Storm. In the Earth-A
Johnny was not given super

powers like the others. He was severely
injured on the battlefield and was saved
by Polemachus scicntists, who rebuilt
him as an agent of Arkon. W1
Thing arrived at the nexus to insert
rd.

1 the

;
:
E
g
1
£

the disk, he was confronted by Ga
Hearing of this, Reed Richards projected
an image of the Thing t distract Gaard.
The skater fell for it, and the Thing
managed o insert the disk and stop Arkon

from getting the explosive ending he desired.

Gaard defended the X
dimensional gateways <
for his master, Arkon.

Ironically, the Thing was
fight Johnny Storm, than

in the guise of Gi 1
gh space, Giaard was
ic Sceptre, which fired
dangerous clectronblasts and was an
chlective deflector of ener

as they were not mere,

1o steer thro

given a Cos

s0 long

ojections!




Fight of the century
On one occasion, Thundra battled the Thing at
Shea Stadium on New Year's Eve. In the presence
of many newspaper journalists and television

Thundra

PRODUCT OF genetic engincering
froman alternate-Earth future, Thundra
is the most powerful warrior in a world where
women are the dominant gender. In this future,
the

crews and a referee appointed by the city Mayor,
the show was billed as the “Fight of the Century:
The fig cllou, with odds being taken
ng herself t be stronger
than any man, Thundra was determined to
prove her superiority in public. Howe
the crowds were disappointed when the two
combatants eventually decided to leave the
stadium to setele the fight privacely clsewhere

ht was a

er,

Sarth is called Femizonia

and men are

‘males, who see
them as a threat to the survival of the species. Warriors from
Machus, a separate, violent, male-dominated alternate-Farth
future, have cross

systematically oppressed by

i over the dimensional gap into Femizonia,
inciting rebellion in the male population. In a bid to
the very existence of Machus by establishing female
once and for all, Thundra was chosen to travel bac

BATTLE OF EQUALS
Thundrds frequent battles
with the Thing usually
ended in stalemate. She
alio came 10 realize that
her actions on present-day
Earth would not prevent
the creation of Machus.

iminate

1periority

in time to
the present to seck out and defeat the Farth’s most powerful man.

Frightful allies
When she arrived on present-d
Thundra ir

MACHUS MAN
Mabkizmo': powers include superhuman strengeh, the ability to
. release explusive force from his body, and formidable combat skill.

SN P

ially joined the Frightful Four to
assist them in the

ctempt o acquire the FF's

technology. Motivated by the opportunity to

fulfil her mission by bartling with Ben Grimm,
one of the world’s most powerful men, she was

cager to take on the Fantastic Four. In her first

battle against the Thin d'to wrap a

chain around him and swing the rocky

giant into the ground, incapacitating

him. Thundra ntually turned

ghefual Four when she
lized the Wizard and his cohorts
were prepared to harm Suc Richards'

Enter Mahkizmo

o counter the threat posed by the Femizons in

ve their aims.

“T'he Femizon subsequently battled against
the Thing on numerous occasions,
eventually developing

celings for her

son Franklin in order to ach

orange-skinned adversary.

in Doctor Doom’s time machine, the
defeared him with the o
In a final bacele, the Hum
attacked the Macha
energy for a nucl
implosion, d

SUPREME WARRIOR
A martial-arts

expert, Thund is alio
schoaled in politics and
military leadership. Her
weapon of choice is
chain, which she wiclds
with deadly precision

istance of the
n Torch and the Thing

g the
energy
mo and causing

FALLEN HERO
Catching Ben Grivm off
quard, Thundra managed
to beat the Thing in their
first e
be the
stich bartles.

e averponered
the FF in their first battle
o was eventually

as he was summoni

r-punch. This caused
cprating Mal
the alternate worlds of Machu
merge, ending dhe hostlities

; and Femizonia to

id of Machus/Femizonia.
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Legacy . £ 2%
= AN
B HORACE GRAYSON fed Germany while Adelf
18 1 Flitler was siillinereasiighis,posweneBeiring that a world
war was inevitable, the widowed scientist went to America,
where he began working on building a private spacecraft. He
planned to orbit the moon with his infant son Robert until it
was safe to recurn to Earth. After learning that an advanced
=1 civilization was living on Uranus, Grayson
headed toward the colony. The Uranians
welcomed the father and son and taught
b Robert all their knowledge. When he
| became a teenager, Robert decided to visit
the Earth and fight crime as the hero called
Marvel Boy,

Horrible homecoming

With a gifi fiom the Uranians, a pair of wri
thar eould manipulate gravity and emit blinding
light, Marvel Boy became a Super Hero. Afer

some time on Earth, he learned that his father w:
dying on Usanus. Rober tried to/borrow mone
from Calvin McClary
medical supplies. McClary refused, causing Robert
0 delay his trip. By the time Robert retairned to

Uranus, an unknown disaster had killed everyone.,

7

Comvinced that he could have

saved bis father and the Uraniats
—, ifbis trip had not been delayed,
. Robere returned o Earth on
@ miission of vengeance.

, TH
7 THATES' CALL HIM CRUSADER
Renaming bimself the Crusader, Robert vowed 1o fight

rth. His firse arget was Calvin MeCliry
d responsible fir the destruction Uraniss,

DES
WORLD!!

Rip Van Rampage

On his regurn to Earth, Roberts ship passed

ot aw s ship crash-landed on Earth
decades later. Robere was stil determined to
get his revenge. He tracked down McC

murdered him, then went on @ rampage and
tried 1o destroy MeClary’s financial empire.
The Fantastic Four tried o stop Robert, but
w wristbands drew their pow
the sun and made him vircually unbs

BETTER BANDS

Unlike bis original wristbands, Roberts new quantum-bands

could manipulate energy over the electro-magnetic spectrum.

Responding to his mental commands, they could project and.

control gravitons (subatomic particles that carry the force of
gravity). This cnabled Robert to-emit con

| SUPER-CHARGED
® e n
could ge

wantum-bands

made him resistant to any §
Sform of injur

bulles nor the
flame could harm hirn

A new crusade
During his bactle with the FE Roberc

increased his power, drawing so much solar
energy that his quantum-bands overloaded

The Brute
The Brute is the Reed Richards of
Caunter-Earth, a replica of this
planet that was positioned so that it

would always be in orbit on the far
side of the sun. When his world was
threatened by a cosmic menace, the
alternate Reed rocketed into space
to save his planet, He was exposed
to cosmic rays and was able ©
transform himself into a super-strong
monster with enhanced, animal-like
senses. He eventually landed on the
real Earth and was recruited by the
Frightful Four. After capturing and
trapping the real Reed in the Negative
Zone, the Brute tried to take Mr.
Fantastic’s place, but Sue Richards
realized he was an imposter. The real

Reed was rescued, and the Brute

replaced him in the Negative Zone.

temporary custody of the qu:
After examining them, he gave them to
SHIELD, a worlds intelligence and
peacekeeping Organi
Vaughn was placed.in charge of the bands.
His son Wendell was training t be a
SHIELD agent so Dr, Vaughn used
him (o test che bands powers.
“To Wendell’ surprise and
dismay, they became 1
bonded to his . JFLH
wrists forever. ¥ =

Avseluctant Super Hero, Wendell
N first called himself Marvel Man,
" then changed his &

name 10 Quasar.

quantum-bands that were
worn by Robers, Quasar wses
them in different ways. He has
developed the abiliy o create solid
objects out of energy. These abjects
Sorm at the speed of thought and can
assuime any shape that he can visualize.
Quasar can also project beams of concussive
Jorce and can fly by surrounding himself with
an energy field, moving at the speed of light.

Wendell became the chiefof
sectrity for Project Pegastes, @
top-secret energy research facilty,
where he became friendly wi
Ben Grimm. Later, Wendell
rented & Baxter Building
office and became a

protector of the universe.




Salem’s Seven

IDDEN AMID the Rocky Mountains is a town named New
alem, whose inhabitants all practice magic. New Salem’s
citizens isolated themselves from the rest of the world for fear of
being persecuted for being witches and warlocks. The leader of the
town was a powerful sorceress named Agatha Harkness. Her
malevolant son was a warlock called Nicholas Scratch. When Agatha
left New Salem for a time to become the governess of Sue and Reed
Richards’ son Franklin, Nicholas took control of the town and
employed his seven children as his private guards, who became
known collectively as Salem’s Seven.

Potwer-hungry Nicholas Seratch
longed to depose his mother so he
could have control of New Salem,

Here there be witches

As citizens of New

alem, the members of Salem's Seven are
normal human beings who can wield magic, but unlike the

other townsfolk, they also have the ability to magically alcer
\ditional superk

to gain 7 powers and
different physical forms. Brutacus can become a man-beass
Gazelle is a super-gymnast who is almost as agile as Daredevil;
Hydron can project blasts of water from his left arm; Reprilla
becomes a snakelike creature; Thornn can shoot explosive
thornlike objects from his body; Vakume can drain energy

from anything ncarby and can create vacuums; and Vertigo

can make people f and losc their balance.

Trials and tribulations
Nicholas convinced the people
of New Salem that Agatha's
contact with the Fantastic Four
had betrayed their existence to
the outside world, and,
therefore, she was guilty of
treason. He kidnapped Agatha and
Franklin and rook them to Ne
Salem so his mother could stand trial.
She was found guilty and sentenced to
death. The FF tracked them down but
ey later escaped
and had to battle Salem’s Seven before
they could rescue Franklin and stop
Agathas exccution. The New
Salemites realized that they
wrong about Agatha and exiled
Nichol

vere

to another dimension.
Salem'’s Seven have often tricd
to free their facher, but the FF
ays stopped them.

ﬁmmﬂ:éw% The SD hinX

NCE THE chicf wizard in an

ancient Egyptian court, The Sphinx
was exiled for displeasing his pharaoh. He
for years before stumbling
= on an abandoned temple. There he found a

wandered the des

magic jewel called the Ka stone. He raised the stone to his forehead,
where it attached itself, giving him superhuman powers and making
him immortal. The Sphinx wandered the Earth for over 5,000 years
but grew bored. He tried to free himself from the stone but kepe
failing. Then he learned of a giant, living computer on an alien world
called Xandar that he hoped would possess the knowledge he needed
to remove the stone and put an end to his immortality.
IT this be my destiny...

The Fantastic Four had come o Xandar to save it from a
Skrull invasion. While the FF battled the attackers, the Sphinx

became one with the living computer and absorbed all its

knowledge and power. He also gained vast cosmic powers and

grew to enormous size. Abandoning his plans to commit

suicide, the Sphinx decided o conquer the Earch or destroy it

When titans clash
Realizing that they did not ha
stop the Sphinx, the FF turne
Jactus! They made a deal with the world-
ng him from his promise to sparc
the Earch, in exchange for his help. Not only did
Galacrus def

¢ cnough power t0

t0 the only one who

could—G:

devoures

at the Sphinx, but he shattered the

Ka stone and sent the former wizard

MIND OVER MATTER
The Sphins is super-strong
and can read mina

He can also make other
people see hallucinations
and fire concusive balts of
cnergy from the Ka stone.

back to the past to

clive his 42
% )
life over and over ag




Return to Tyros

Terrax remained in @ coma for several

DICTATORIAL

months. He was discovered by Doctor

TBITaX the Tamer

HE DICTATOR. of the cicy of

Lanlak on the planet of Birj,

Daom, who believed Terrax would be the
ideal candidate to assist him in destroying
the Fantastic Four. Doom kidnapped

Terrax and helped him recover. Terrax had

n1o memory of being Galactus’s herald and
Now

powerless, Tyros agreed to wear a special

i
$idis 5 reverted to the name of T
“ dthrived on power and conquest. A unique b . ?

suit that Dr. Doom had created, which

mutation resulted in Tyros having the ability o animate stone
ions, a skill that he aimed to use to creae his own army.
The planet-devourer, Galactus, saw the potential in immoral

ness and regulate his cosmic

id Tyros know that these

cosmic powe:

HERBIE

Using technology supplied by the
living computers of the planct
Xandar, Recd Richards created
HERBIE (Humanoid Experimental
Robor, B-Type, Integrated
Elecrronics) to help locate Galacrus.
“The robust robot could launch
paralyzing opi-blasts and usc his
retractable tendrils to aceess
computers. However, HERBIE had
been possessed by the cvil Dr. Sun.
He tapped inco the Baxter Building
computer to get information on the
Fantastic Four, which allowed him to
find and attack the team. Abandoned
by Sun, HERBIE skunmed into a
compuer, destroying himself and
Sun in order to save the FE

“Tyros as a herald who could disco i
and eventually consur

nt

worlds to feed his desire.

stic Four in their

battle against the Sphinx if they promised o

overpower Tyros. Reluctantly, they did so,
and Tyros was brought under
Galactus’ cosmic control
and was transformed into
the all-powerful Terrax
the Tamer.

Power-hungry

With his transformation, ‘lerrax’s power over stone was

Cosmic conflict

increased so that he could move 100-mile-wide planets!

His body was coated with a rocklike shell able to wi

Tyros was eager to help Doom

for personal reas

Tyros had be

extremes of heat. cold,

fronc of his people
Fanastic Four defeated him and took him o

ctus—he wanted rever lyros defeated

BLASTOFF

Sue Richards’ usually
strong force fields are no

march for HERBIFS
overuhelming

«
the FF, and then chani
Doctor Doom, enraged at being,
control. Having disabled Door

tus had allowwed his

previos thee heralds 10
command water, air, and
fire, 50 it followed that

¥
%’WA

thought victory was within his grasp, but ar

ald, the

Tyros would rule over carth ’ Silver Surfer, arrived, saved the FF,

overwhelmed Tyros. The cosmic power

once he became lernax

within Tyros’ special suit depleted hin
he went into hiding, weak

Atop a Manhartan
| shyscraper, Terrax
|| displays bis migh

It

et ey
il
Betrayal il

Just as he lacked morality, Terrax lacked

hat

loyalty, and he conquered plancts entircly

e calls on 10
ful

h

levitate the whole

of the island of
1

for his own use. However, Terrax
of Galactus .
changed when Terras fled to Earth and took
emanding that the |
hip. Galactus removed
ind threw him off the top of
the World Trade Center tower.

d returned to h
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“HIGHTIES

111 the 19808

the new decade by having the Hmnm I:m h
from the effects of a Skrull A ay. Blastarr later returned
and a god took a stroll down New York's Times Square. Writer
‘Moench and artist Bill Sienkiewicz then took over. T'hey
brought back rlu Sub-Mariner and Salem’s Seven and m:
Avengers guest-sta

to Basics
it sad ardst Tohd Byt
He reintroduced Diablo, gave Sue a new
hairdo, sent Johnny on a mission for a
nd had the FF save the Earth
the living planct. A triple-sized
20th Anniversa
In A Tiny Town

dead man,

special featured “Terror
and a Stan Lee story

developed from old storyboards drawn by
Jack Kirby. During the course of the next

ive Zone for six i
was apparently descr

his h
also repla lu\] Ben Grimm with ¢
Invisible Woman, exchanged the F

axcer Building for Four
ignited Johnny Storm and Alicia Masters’ rom.
Stern and John Buscema had Johnny and Alic
Keith Pollard gave R
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few years, Byrne moved the Inhumans to the Moon, sent the FF

The Fantastic Four

into the
s, had Annihilus attack the Earth, and Dr. Doom

Kiistoff, becoming the new Doom. Byrne
he-Hulk, had Sue change her name to the
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Nova

HE ADOPTED daughrer of William:
Raye, aka Phincas T. Horton, 14-yeat-old
Frankie Raye became Nova in a freak accident.
Horton had invented the android Human
i Torch, a crimefighter active in the 1940s and
: 50s. When the FF's Johnny Storm took.
the name of his now-obsolete creation, Horton was incensed. During
Horton's attempt to reactivate his android, Frankie was exposed to
the chemicals he had used to construct it, instantly gaining its powers.

Torched memories
The fiery chemicals that engulfed Frankic in Horton's
lab gave her the ability to create and control flame
without harming herself: Wracked with guilr, Horton &
hypnotized Frankie, blocking all memory of the i
event and her new capabilities and giving her a fear
of fire. However, Frankie felt herself strangely drawn £,
o Johnny Storm and began dating him. This led to
the sudden, shack reeurn of her memory and
ability to “flame-on.”

Full control
Frankic’s new powers

swere very similar o those
possessed by Johnny Storm.
While Johnny could achieve
higher temperatures and flying
speeds, Frankie could maintain
her flames longer and had

more precise contral over the
range of temperatures she

could reach.

Flying free
After breaking through the
memory blocks placed by her
scepfather, Frankie Raye
experimented with her powers.
Soaring over the skyscrapets of
Manhattan, she was followed
by Johnny, who warned of the
dangers posed by her abilitics.
Following tests ar the Baxter
Building, Raye was offered the
chance t join the FF,

I order 10 become u fiuly fledged mensber of the Fambastic Founs
Frankie had to undengo intencive traiming to contral e poreers.

Herald of Galactus
Although she enjoyed her work
¢ with the Fantastic Four, Frankie
was restless, desiring more
“cosmic grandeur.” When
Galactus threatened Earth, she
offered to become his new
herald in exchange for sparing
the planer. Transforr
| Nova, her new cosmic ablitics gave
her power equivalent to chat of a

miniature sun, while being able to
eravel at light specd chrough space
satisfied her desire for freedon.




& | destriction, the aliens createda

) &/ Asilicis avenger he uaveled from

Stoj
P v
first Farth invasion was halted by Mr.
Fantastic and She-Hulk. They knocked
the scavenger's lance from his grasp and
sent him to Earth’ fiety core. Terminus
survived the molten rock, bur without his
lance, it took him months to climb back
the surface. On another occasion, a formless
Terminus returned to Farth and traveled o
Subterranea, There, he took aver the Moloid
Subterrancans—he wanted to use them to
make himself a new body. A team of Super
Heroes that included the Fantastic Four
joined forces with Mole Man to rescue the
Moloids and leave Terminus without a body.

Terminus

OSSESSING incalculable strengthy the massive vt

destroyer Terminus is one of the Fantastic Four’s
most formidable foes. The scavenger’s sole purpose in
life seems to be stripping planets of their clements for
his own use. He plunders advanced technology
from the worlds he atracks and makes slaves of their
inhabitants. Terminus isalmost indestructible—he
takes ne time at all to recover from even the
most devastating blow—and can even survive

being sent to Earth’s core.

The mohican-haired alien
Gladiator is practor (leader) of
the Shi'ar Imperial Guard. This
clite force protecs the empress
of the Shi'ar Empire. He first
encountered the Fanastic Four
when he mistook them for cvil
Skrulls. Gladiator possesses
amazing strengeh and proved it

by lifting the 35-scory Baxter

Building without ic collapsing. His

vulnerable, and

Instrument of revenge
Terminus was the terrible invention
of an alien race destroyed for.its sins
by the Celestials, a race of super-

his battle with the Fantastic Four,
he beat the Thing and the Human
“Torch but was made helpless whe
Mz Fancastic figured out a way
neutralize his powers. Gladiator
later joined forces with the Fantastic
Four 1o defeat a dreaming Celestial.

giants. On. the point of their

f ol iy smierobes (IR0
U dirmlly Euokeéd o Teinus.

world to world, destroying any
plane spared by the Celestials.

Terminus was first persuaded to go to Earth by an ]
it et e B had el wimbésl MINDCA
hnpcdﬂ-uz:anl\sSupﬂHcmescoukhw the
destroyer. Terminus sent an energy beam

et e e i e
giant beam hit the continental United States,
creating words that strerched across the country.
“They read, “I claim this world—Terminus.”

Almost unstoppable
The mighty Terminus’s armor is
made of living metal. It is able to
withstand incredible forces but
can be breached. Should he need
to, Terminus can regencrate any B
injured or missing body parts. ©
But his destructive power
comes from his mighty
encrgy lance. The 240-foot
Jance can strip plan
their encrgy and create
R\ atomic storms.

of

Ttrmlnus was displeased.
, and in his

nnger, he momlly
ounded the alien

clentior With I dring

breath, the enslaved alien

told the Fantastic Four of

the danger Farth faced.

TERMINATION
The Fantastic Fouy
square up to Terminus




With Malice toward all
Reed discovered th, Hate Mon

M 311(3 e The Mistre

pamphlets across the Fach one contained

s of Hate

Fe quick e
HORTLY AFTER Kristoff Vernard masqueraded as Doctor Doom and it that S y
blew up the Baxter Building, the Fantastic Four returned to the site of i by the Har
their former headquarters. While Reed conferred with the police, another  he g her gy

former tenant arrived. M. Shoenstein had a snack shop in the building for 22

years and was angry over the loss of his business. Reed tried to calm him, but llate Mm“wr

The original Hate Mong

clone who believed that he was a

member of a master race that would

rule the world. He used a han-
v«hul\ magnified his

the police overreacted and slammed the old man against a wall. She-Hulk

and Wyace Wingfoot began to intercede and were arrested. A vicious crowd
| While Reed

and Johnny attempted o find the source of the hostility,

sprang up and started to hurl bricks at the |

v

74

Sue escorted Alicia home. Hatred was in the air....

Beycho-Man built an
could change its sex, race, or
he new Hate Mon,

Ihe android also distributed Psycho-
ho-Man and M s chemical-coated pamphlcts.
Assuming Reed’ appearance, the
e Monger brainwashed Sue and
transformed her into Malice.

luate herself and her
that the time had final

e for her o

rom the Invisible Girl to the Tnvisible
Ste had not scen the last of Ma
Malice’s evil persona continued to lurk decp v

w0 integrate Malice into her con

cent, Malice jumped inco the mind of

1 g Vranklin from a

eventually de

Savaging the She Hulk

The police van carrying Wyatt and the She-Hulk was

attached somerime ates While W helped the
sicpsoumed womamnaomett Milicenppearal. Shecaned the 1
ground beneath the She-Hulk to risc in the air and sent her

crashing into the Earth. She-Hulk's strongest blows could

not harm Malice. As Malice floated above, She-Hulk found

thar she could ot breathe and lost consciousness—Malice
had cut off her air supply. Moments later, Malice revealed

her real identity—Susan Richards, the Invisible Girl!



The Dreamquest Saga

With the real Fantastic Four out of the way.
AFU Il The renepade Wateher e

commands, enabling him to live out his

fantasics by proxy. The public soon noticed
MEMBER. OF the alien race known as the Watchers, Aron

became curious about the Earth when he learned that

Uatu had occasionally violated his sacred oath to help the planet’s  da o
inhabitants. After observing countless worlds for untold millennia, Al v P ol
¢ a fecd o gq
7 hemselves. Realiving thar bis Fasaud

Aron had grown bored. He was tired of watching and wanted to

Sheikh Farouk al-Fasaud
one of the wealthiest and most

1'% V. doubles would allow him to

use his vast powers proactively. Cloaking himself so that Uatu

him, Aron journeyed to I

3 ulfill plenty of his funtasics
could not percei rth and took up
Aron fled witt
-

residence in an office on the 100th floor of the Empire State

influential businessmen in the

world until a reporter exposed his

i Building. He began to observe humanity and immediately became unserupulous tactics. Furious, the

from Uta intoxicated with their active lives and imaginations. sheikh comnered the reporter in a

television studio and attempred
o kill hi
acaiifint diew all the power 1

heikhs body and

A freak electrical

Fantastic fantasies > =

Aron immediately focused his attention

1 Dreams and schemes the studio into ¢

Aron soon tired of his doubles and exiled transformed him i
The Fantastic Four

on the Fantastic Four because of their m 1o an alternate dimension. e returned television imag

long-standing relationship with Uatu e Farth and kidnapped Alicia Masters clashed with Fasaud when he came 1o
Afte \\ because he found her personal fantasics much New York to try to murder the

secredly monitoring the team for
eI 1 in. Fasaud defeated the

more tancalizing than lity. Desperate reporter ag

weeks, he ordered the Dragon Man o ; : Lan e ; N
: - to rescue his step-daughter, the Pupper Master Thing and Ms. Marvel, who learned
attack the She-Hulk and She-Thing, A J i
H. ) vl P forced the Molecule ) 1o go after her. that the former sheikh was u: a
¢ then gathered cell scrapings from y Doctor Doom joined the battle and temporarily communications satellite to transmic
A4 stole Aron's cosmic power. After Aron r himself around the world. "The Thing

both of them. Afeer taki INA

samples from the rest of the FE Aron his power, the other Watchers put him on trial for
foimmed anallisneawithithe airiee . - his crimes against humanity: He managed to escape the saellite while Fasaud was in mid
FRIENDS BECOME FOLS nto an alternate dimension when they became transmission. His fatc is stll tunknown.

Frightful Four— the Wizard, Klaw,
2 embroiled in a war wich another alien race

Fae
Hydro-Man, and Titania—and led them  #

in'a battle against the team. Aron casily

defeated them, using only a fraction of

his cosmic power and captured the FE.

FINAL BAT
While happing between
nsions, Aron meets an

n of Reed R

save bis world from Galactus. Th
! the other ve
he FF stop the dark

a device to convert
wn personal
As Aron

iterate them, Uatu arrives

ugh he could
i from the rogue Watcher:

be prefers to pummel



A BBYUHdBI’ aka Kosmos

N IMMENSELY powerful entity from a dimension outside
sc, the Beyonder was brought into being by the
nuclear accident that transformed Owen Reece into the Molecule
Man. He observed the Earth for many
arift berween his dimension (known as the Beyond-
Realm) and our own and became fascinated by
the desires of individual, sentient human beings.
In his own realm, he himself was the sum total of

our univel

ears through

N

A\

HUMAN FORM
When the Beyonder
assumed human form,
e offen appeared as a
tall, dark-baired male.

all creation. To satisfy his curiosity, he ensnared
the world’s greatest heroes and their adversaries,
including the Fantastic Four and Doctor Doom,

and transported them to his dimension.

Birth of a planet
Lured into a mysterious alien construct that had
’s Central Park, the FF

e instancly transporeed

appeared in New York €
and cheir heroic allics w
into the Beyond-Realm. On arrival, they found

ce. Protected inside the

themselves in decp sp

force-shiclded construct, they watched in

captives were later forced to engage in a

war” on the planct, which was named Batdeworld.

Asecond con

and other criminals, such as the 1
Man and Doctor Octopus into the Beymde
dimension. Although a scientific genius himself

Doom’s new powers
Motivated by Beyonder's pr

en). Doom used his technological
abilitics to steal some of the Beyonder's incredible powers
but found them difficult o control. Weakened, the
Beyonder eventually reclimed his abilitics and recurned
the warring participants to their own dimension.

| A AW
Return to the Beyond-Realm
In a later encounter with the Human “Torch, the Thing,
Ms. Marvel, the Molecule Man, and Doctor Doom, the
Beyonder appeared both as a flaming sun and in human
form. Angry at their intrusion ino his realm, he threatened
10 destroy them. Before he could do so, the cosmic
- = intelligence

OMNIPOTENT ENTITY Determined to show the Beyonder the error of his
In his dimension, the Beyonder ways, Kubik destro
was himself the entire reality. F
was literally the sun, the stars,

and the planets and could apper

most of the B

was about to destroy the entity whe
Worlds stopped the batd
Kubik, Molecule M:

shared a common origin. Combis

e forces, the

in any form he chose

cosmic cube,

which ultimately evolved into

the being known as Kosmos,

EVOLUTION
A fiusion of the
Molecule Man and
the Beyonder, Kosmos
took on female form
She did 50 because she belicved
yehological flaies of her

CUBE’S CREATION
Like Kasmos, Kiubik previously

energy developed into the intelligence known s the
Beyonder. When Molecule Man and the Beyonder

of the nuclear accident were rewnited 1o

wo products
/

te Kosinas

HOCKY GRINM
AND TARIARA

Rocky Grim
After the “secret war”conflicts on
Bactleworld, the Thing remained
there for a time when the other
heroes and criminals were returned
to Earth. There, Ben was able 1o
change form at will, choosing to
lead an alternate life in his

unmutated form. Adopting the
nickname Rocky. Ben explored the
planer, becoming involved in
numerous adventures as a “Space
Ranger.” He became close to a
woman called Tarianna, a warrior of
the Leenin people, and her family.
The sensitivity of Battleworld to
human desires eventually led the two
sides of Ben to split, and he literally
battled himself. The human Ben
wanted to kill the mutated Thing-side
of his identity, but in succeeding, he
lost his own humanity. As a result, he
was transformed back into the '
this time for good. His anger over this,

Tarianna’ tragic death, and other old

scores led to the Thing taking on the

Beyonder in an epic wrestling match.







The Fantastic Four
wmss. 111 the 19908

Writer and artist w.
ge of World War I1I and ran into dinosaurs on an
sot! After curing Sharon Ventura of her plight as the She-
{ making Ben Grimm the Thing again, Walt resolved the war
between Kristoff and Doctor Doom. He also sent the FF on a wild ride on
the Cross-Time Express. A childhood dream came true for Tom DeFalco

i Ryan, he got a shot at the World's Greatest
ine. We started with a war with the
New Warriors, ther ed that Johnny had married
a Skrull, and introduced new villains like Paibok,
Devos, and Occulus. We explored new realities like
wve Sue a new outfit, had Wolverine

¢ Simonson jump-started the new decade by

o the time-stream in which they visited an

when, along with artisc

loss when

teenager. The FF suffered a devastadi
Reed Richards and Doom were apparently
Ant-Man and Kristoff temporarily joined the team in
time to discover thar Warchers lie, and Adantis rose
from the sea. After Reed and Doom returned, M

the long-runn ies and hired superstar
rtist Jim Lee to recreate the FF with a new
nds for the characters. It was

killed. The

1 and new backg

er decided that Jim’s stories occurred in a pocket
universe and Scote Lobdell and Alan Davis brought — p,
back the real FE. Lobdell and Davis were followed by opdisnbdutg
arcist Salvador Larroca ’

1992

writer Chris Claremont and
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Mind games

Dangerous, deceitful De'Lila

a mutant Skrull, who is both
and an empath. Not
can she read minds, but st

At Four Freedoms Plaza,
De'Lik freed Reed and
controlled him with telepathy:
She needed his help to find
an inorganic technotroid that
could hide irsclf undil

All New Fantastic Four

NSIDE THE ORBIT of the moon, a spacecraft phased out of subspace and

entered our plane of reality. Severely damaged, the ship headed for the Earch,
crashing moments later and marooning its sole occupant. Hours later a beautiful

woman entered Four Freedoms Plaza and asked to see the

also sense emotions

nd use
them to her advantage

by convincing her

ms that they love
her. She wanted

antastic Four. After
being told that the FF would not see her without an appointment,
she apparently disappeared. How ?

10 be in love with De'Lila
He rracked
the technotroid

indestructible and

e, a few minutes lacer, familiar
faces appeared to the individual members of the FF and shocked each
one into unconsciousness. Meanwhile, out beyond the orbit of Mars,
a Skrull battleship phased into our solar
system. The Skrulls were on the trail of
De'lila, a taitor to their empire. They

scanned for Skrull mind-waves and

detected them or

the perfect as

sin
1o a cave in an

to use to slay the

underground
network that led
to Monster Isle.

Skrull Emperor.

an island in the
Bermuda Triangle called Monster Isle.

# Big: trouble on little Earth

Suspecting thac the Skrull Empire was after her,

De'Lila secured the FF and sent out a call for
help. Spider-Man, the Hull
Ghost Rider responded. 1

Wolverine, and

isguised as Sue,
De'Lila told them that assassins had murdered
the other members of the FF and were planning

0 kill more people. She gave them a tracking

Eggs got legs
I'he technotroid
enslaved o the first livin

i sent them after the supposed killers.

even the Mole Man joined the race to find
it. However, when it hatched. the robot
bonded with one of the Mole Man's
monsters. The original FF was reunited.
and De'Lila was turned over to the Skrulls

‘Where monsters dwell
On Monster Isle, the Skrulls
discovered

Deciding to use them to

e aliens targeted th
with slave darts and scattered
them around the world. The
Mole Man ruled Monster Isle
angry when he learncd
at Skrulls were using his

monsters. He captured the
aliens and threatened to kill

hem unless they returned his

creatures. As the S|
the Al

Monster Isle

w avenge the old FF



Lyja
N INTELLIGENCE officer
for the Skrull miliary, Lyja
infiltrated the Fantastic Four in

the guise of Alicia Masters, the
Ihing’s blind girlfiiend. Using

her Skrull shape-changing
abilities to match the real Alicia’s appearance, Lyja

With Ben Grimm replaced by the She-Hulk

s /< during the Things stay in the Beyond-Realm, o
e Bt s

successtully duped the team for a considerable

amount of time. Her deception was exposed when

tionship beoween Johnny and
When Ben returned o
15 upset ac firse but

the Puppet Master revealed her truc identity to Ben

Farth, he
soon accepted the situation.

allen in love with

Grimm. By this time, Lyja had
Johnny Storm and was ready to help the FF rescue
the real Alicia Masters from the Skrulls’ clutches.

Skrull spy

In order to be convine

tinto their ap
on discovering the true identity

Alicia.” Repe

offered 1o help

Alicia in retur f
Dressed in Sue

assu

I guise. |yja absorbed

nation in the

every picce of info

: 35 original I uniform
Skrull archives about the FF, w distinguish her fron
other Skrulls, Lyja led the
team 10 the Skrull War

he Fi
h the

Alicia Masters. and the planet
Larth. She a

1 as a blind person.

» had 1o Jearn 10
World. Al

func

being able 10 w

naided. When she was ready

yja and a Skrull wam traveled 1o the Farehs solar syst
Osbiting the Moon in a stcalth cruiser, they waited for the

chance to substitute Lyja for the real Alicia il g , -
5 f T AM NOW LYJA

e LAZERZ
FIST!

Kidnap attempt .
¥ ¥ the Lazer-fist

When Reed Richards, Ben Grimm, and Johnny Storm were I

After her app:
r Workd

unexpectedly ransported 1o the Beyond-Realm, the Skrulls

made their move, abd Alicia. Lyija then befriended Suc

Storm, establishing herself with case. But when Reed and et

ohnny returned without Alicias boyfriend, Ben, Lyja changed it the Human
ning” b

cided

cr pla

1o tocus her atention

Lyja the Laver-fist, Fy
1

Paibok was
responsible for plan
al infiltration mission.
Naming himsclf the Power Skrul,
Paibok has superhuman strength
and the ability to fly. His s
as strong as stecl, and he can
project blasts of electricity and ice.
Paibok was instrumental in
ing and transforming,
ja after the Fantastic Four's
assault on War World. When he
later became an outcast from the
Skrull empire, he sought out
scientists o further enbance his
powers, but his appearance
became that of a living corps

GREETINGS.
RIENDS!

3 ¥

YOUR ARRIVALL ./
1AM PAIBOK,

THE POWER
g7"’9‘KPLILLJ

1

SKRI
POW

Paibaks abiliics
nearly enable
him 1o defeat the
FF in their firs

encounter,




D GVO S The Devastator

RPHANED ON a distanc alien world, = 3
Devos was enrolled in the army, where et e S
Evil eliminator

he quickly became a great warrior.
Scientist Symka saw potential in him Finding the Fantastic Four's ship, Devos captured the team and
ng a threat in the

and chose him to take part in the
“Great Experiment,” which altered his
genetic structure and granted him
astonishing power. Devos decided he
would use this power to bring peace
by destroying any race capable of war,
cred responsibility.

brought them onto his Death Cruis
d used up vast amounts

human race, Devos confronted the FF
the Thing. Mr.

ntastic was able

of cnergy in trying to destre
10 knock the weakened Devos into the energy grid, causing

the Cruiser to self-destruct. However,

Devos escaped just in time.

believing this was his

Following this principle through to
its logical conclusion means that the
“guardian of galactic peace” is paradoxi
determined to destroy every race!

er-Skrull

fight on his

et the Pow
h

they shared a common enemy
ed by Klaw and Huntar.
ne Foursome,

the moniker the Fearso
ntastic Four

at their new Throneworld. Paibok found out
that Devos was wanted by the Skrulls and tried to arrest him
resulting in Devos taking his Death Cruiser
nown to him, Paibok had climbed on

o sub-sp:

A fight ens

into battle. Unbel

board, sabotaged the ship, and sent it
g for cnemies of the

e 98,
i,
i ebfate

WAR AND PEACE
Measuring over seven feet
tall, Devos is one of the.
warriors. The key 10 De
poteer lies within his armor
The suit hous blades, electric
blas !
detectors, miniature mi
Luminato opponents
His armor i abo the reason for his
superhuman strengeh and ability 1

les, and the

tially. Paibok and Devos were united against the
Fantastic Four. This soon ¢ fi
t Devos planned to d
oas a substantial price on th

hich can bl

ed 1when Paibok

ulls—ana

tator’s head.

0 C Gﬂlﬂs Power Incarnate

N AN ALTERNATE dimension called the Inniverse, an
Garthlike universe that can be accessed by entering the space
between atomic and sub-atomic particles, a young Occulus and
his brother Wildbleod were tested by the Gem Guild to detect if
they could manipulate the energy in the power gems that orbited
their world. Occulus was blessed with this power and was taken
by the Gem Guild. No one knows why he later plucked out his
right eye and replaced it with a power gem. Was it madness or a
ploy to gain greater personal power? Either way, Occulus’s power
grew until he ruled the Gem Guild and the entire Inniverse.

Power-hungry
Oceulus found that he could now command all the
gems that fill the Inniverse skies. He let che FF free
Suc and Franklin but then confronted the rest of the
group. The batle thac ensued saw Reed use his

ator, a device that saps gem power, on

ilus, weakening his power. Under Reed's
instruction, the Rebel Underground—the Gem
built a screen that could

Brotherly love

Hearing that Wildblood opposed the Gem Guild, Occulus
sent his army to capture his brother. They found that
Wildblood had escaped to Earth through a portal
constructed by Reed. They
and brought Wildblood, Sue, and Franklin to the
While Ben, Reed, and Johnny tried to rescue

the others, Occulus discovered that Franklin's psionic

Guild’s enemy

ought the Fantastic Four

Innives

powers were connected to the powers of the gems.
His instinct was to kill Franklin but he
decided instead to harness
Franklin’s pov

to

magnify his own,

from the inhabitants of the
Innivers 7, Occulus’s

peaple foar their leader

Hou

his ever-consumiing pawer.



Nobody Gets Out Alive

VEN THOUGH she had watched as

Reed Richards and Doctor Doom were

disintegrated, Sue Richards refused to
ve her husband was dead. She knew
that Doom could have faked their deaths and taken them to a

hidden lair

belie

espe
photos of Doom! After seizing Doom’s matter-transference
computer from his castle in Latveria, S
consultant Scott (Ant-Man) Lang to link it to their sp:
sled so that the Fantastic Four could teleport to Doom's
e
Terrible tidings
Wh
her search, an apparition appeared

before the Fantastic Four. Engulfed in

ly since the newspapers were printing recent

= A
The new Doom

Unbeknown to the FE, Nathaniel Richards had

sked her science

e/time

te Doom,

masquerad;
that the universe was in danger from a

 missing rule

fing stations and secret hiding places.

live. Desperate to find Reed

his aid, the teen sneaked into

e Suc made the preparations for
FI' headquarters, assaulted |

stole the space/time sled

flames, an image of a younger Sue in one
of her old costumes said she had witnessed
the deaths of Ben and Johnny. Within

minutes, the team also learned that Franklin
had hijacked their spacc/time-sled. Fearing the

prophecy, the team debated its

course of action, but Sue

knew what she must do.

At the mercy of Malice

Sue never fully

he learned

manipulated

0 rescue h

into his subconscious and

ed him. Sue did not care
others decided. She was

fter her son.

n
what th

Back from the dead
Using thei
the team materialized
original Baxter Building.
Wandering why Franklir

ime platform

had led them there, they
entered a nearby laboratory

Unable to believe

her eyes,
Suc recognized the man
standing before her. He
was her missing husband!

Deadly is the Dark Raider
Unfortunately, Sue quickly
realized that this was a Reed

Future lies and past deceptions
ality to the
wastic Four were always one

om one alternate

ather suspiciously, Franklin Leaping

next, the I

appeared on the scenc.
: Malice, he step behind the Dark Raider, who left a
trail of dead Reeds in his wake. The FF

artived in a distant future, where they

Goaded by

the course of the bartle,

learned that New York had been

s figure suddenly responsible

lized. Calling himself the
Dark Raider, he murdered the

Reed and Sue and
actus. Reed was sent 1o retricve the
Ultimate Nullifier but did not return
in time. The prophecy came truie

Y
slipped away from the others and started
hunting the Dark Raider.

The Raider revealed

After watching their

counterpares dic, the FI
returned to their own reality.
They were soon atcacked by the
Dark ¥ 1

r, who revealed tha
he was the Reed who failed to

save his world. As the team was

ned by the
Franklin, the Raider attempted
0 activate the | i

and erase the en
the Warcher obliterated the Dark
Raider before he had time to carry
he Watcher then

Fantastic Four so that she could

devore all her time to find

missing husband.




Fantastic Force

FTER LEARNING thac one of his subjects was a

teenage mutant, the Black Panther met a young

Inhuman who was having problems with his new powers.
ntastic Four, where they
ards (Psi-Lord) and Huntara. When Sue

T’Challa took the pair to the
met Franklin Ric
Richards quit the

i, the four teens formed a super

Legacy
Aside from the teenage Franklin Richards
(who possessed telckinetic and telepathic
powers) and Huntara, the Fantastic Force had
two other members. Vibraxas was a haughty
Wakandan, able to generate and
direct powerful vibrations

nany
object that he touched. Devlor the
deadly was a short and insecure

Inhuman who could transform into

a giant-sized, super-strong creature.

From the ashes
Funded by the Black Panther, the Fantastic Force
was almost a reverse image of the FE The original
team was a normal family that explored the
extraordinary world; the new team was an

extraordinary family that explored the normal
batdled

world. The
Klaw, rogue Inhumans,
the Pupper Mast
Diablo. The new team’s
ranks swelled to include
“halla, the Human
Torch, and She-Flulk.

A FORCE OF ONE
The team ults
disbands afier they learn
that Reed Richards i sill

alive. Frantklin goes
vejoin bis parents

team.

ew up in a barbaric alien

dimension, where she was trained in the arts of

war and personal combat. Her weapon of choice is

& psionic seythe that can cut through almost any

material known to man, can fire deadly concussive

blasts, and allows her to releport herse

THE POWER SUPREME
Hyperstorm draws bis power from
byperspace, a virtually unlimited

nengy.

N A POSSIBLE future that may never occur, Franklin
Richards grew to manhood in a concentration camp
for mutants and married Rachel Summess. Rachel had the

, a near-infinite force that came from

powers of Phoeni
the psionic energies of all living beings. Their only son
became Hyperstorm, the most powerful mutant ever,

and lashed out at the world that enslaved his parents.

NO HUMAN BEING
POSSESSED
WHICH 15

ALL TIMES & SPACE

Since he is alveady the absolute

The u;rel enemy

After conquering the Earth, Hyperstorm extended his empire to include the

master of his particular universe,
Hyperstorm plans to extend his

: empire to include every time
rest of the known universe, While studyin peviod and alternate dimension.
grandfacher, Nachanicl, |

his rise to power. Nathan

possible timelines, Franklin's

med about his great-grandson and tried o stop

el kidnapped Franklin as a child and returned

r. Hyperstorm snatched Reed and Doctor Doom

1AM GALACTUS! MY
GNAWING HUNGER CAN NO

from the present and convinced the world that they were dead. LONGER BE PENIED!
2 THUS, T MUST FEAST
UPON THE LIV
Strange days ENERGIES WHICH T
Searching for Reed, Sue found SENSE WITHIN YOI

Hyperstorm's timeline and learncd
that R
ancient Earth. Reunited, the FF

battled Hyperstorm but could not

d had been exiled to an

defeat him. Though he could have
killed them, Hyperstorm zapped
the FE back o their own time.

The forever war
Determined o save the multiverse, Reed
lured Hyperstorm to a distant a

roid
and summoned Galactus to join them
Galactus realized that Hyperstorms
energics could satisfy his hunger and sareed
o feed. Reed banished them to a pocket
universe. Galactus eventually returned. but
Hyperstorm’s fate is currendy unknows.




THE SILVER ANOMALY
The new FF disciseredvha the stellar
anomaly was the Silver Sufer: Insead

of destraying him, Wingfoot bad wsed
the misile strike to cover the Surfer’s
abduction. Wingfoor turned bis captive
aver to Doctor Doos, who interrogated.
the alien and tried 10 steal bis power
Doom learned that the Galactus of this
seality planted catalys pods in worlds
around the universe. The podk gradually
mutated, ,.me o that they could sustain
Galactus. The Surfer had come to Earth
10 see if it s ready 10 be devoured,

Super Heroes again

As the Excelsior rocketed into

struggled to achieve harmony

e
1 was not sure they would

between men and mutants. Any
hope they had seemed doomed willing to sacrifice themselves to
when a mutant menace called o m T L save their plane. Thgy reached che

ught threatened humanis ‘ Man), anomaly momencs before Wingfoot fired his missiles.
A being of pure psionic energy and g Hulk), and Reed Exposed o the combined radiation of the missiles, space,

e e universty and the anomaly, e team crashed on Earth.
physical prowess, he kidnapped discovered that they had all gaincd superhuman powers and
Franklin Richards. The Fantastic ed 10 pool their new abilities as the Fantastic Four.
Four joined with the X-Men, the
Avengers, Spider-Man, the Hulk, dreanied of exploring the stars so he
and others to prevent Onslaughe designed an experimental quantum-drive
from turning the human race into \ . starship called the Excélsior. His fund i
Bl UE e v el bed TRl o oot the Storm Imn:(mun,\ whosc :
5 % 4 O wasalso his fiancée, Susan Stos e e
was rescued during the final battle R i T/ !
x nization and was & martial

when the FF and the Avengers |
sacrificed themselves to save the 3 awtiful women, casinos, and cars. Ben Grimm was still |
world by c’lusing Onslaught to N 3 |\nuu~ best friend, @ former astronaut, and rest pilot
3 e S < When 2 stellar anomaly was found-at the edge of
implode. The greatest heroes were A

: the solar system, the National Space
no more...or so it seemed. convinced that it threatened Farth

survive their trip. But they were

ATOMIC KNIGHTS

New origins ol

SECRET SKRULL
vered that the man they

e Wingfoot was actually a
Skrull masquenading as the government agent.
Pretending to work for Doctor Doom,
captured the Silber Surfer
Te Later became a Super-Skrull when
/, betmayed Doom and hijacked the
Sturfer's cosmic power for hims

In his new life, Reed Richards still

" multi-billion-dollar

arts expert. Johnny was a ng specialist who loved

nd the
 Excelsior was placed under Special Agent Wy

CHILD POWER d. Reed and Ben were locked
Franklin used bis psionic energy up when they objected to Wingfoot using
10 warp rerl/ll\ and shunt his 3 the Excelsior to destroy the anomaly
;mrrmv Ben, Johnny, and = Wingfoot also took Su
the Avengers ito a pocker into custody; forcing them
universe where they I the Excelsior’ launch p
would be safe. With 1 ‘ 2 us fanatic determined ©
o memary of the £ 1 y conquer the worlds the Sub-Mariner, who
past, they could A 3 attacked the surface world because he feared
start over and be that it was responsible for the pollution that
reborn . was slowly poisoning his people; and the
Black Panther, a head-of-state who often
conducted business with Susan. Other old
faces included the Inhumans, who were now
the remnants of an ancient civilization that
predated man, and Maximus, who belonged
to the same cult as the Mole Man.

FE also met the Mole Man, who

THE HEROES RETURN
Recd led bis team into the Negative Zone, where he met Uatu. \
He showed the Fi
shocked 1o see that she and Reed had a son in an alternate
dimension. Images of Franklin began to haunt her dreams.
Back on the re ranklin belicved that bis parents were

for Doom

the Storm images from other timelines. Sue was

Foundation at risk, she convir escue Reed and Ben,

They were soon reunited, bu
Excelsior in ord

|
stll alive eaising His pockes wniverse 1o become wnstable }
Realizing that they did not belong i this alsernate dimension, "
the Avengers and she FF: returned to their plane of reality



DOUBLE DOOM

Crucible

Marvel Girl

ALERIA VON DOOM i the daugheer of Sue

Richards and Victor Von Doom in an alternate

the doctor’s enemy.

HE ENCLAVE is 2 group who want to create an arcifiial race
ruled by dictatorship with the aim of ridding the world of war and
ime. Two of its members, nuclear physicist Maris Morlak and
geneticist Wladyslav Shinsky, would each come to inhabit the
armor of Crucible, created by the Monks of Doom, in a bid to
harness Reed’s creative energy to further their
believed their ideas would be humanity’s salv

Crushing: Crueible

“To trap Reed, Morlak as Crucible attacked a

timeline. One day, Valeria walked out of a bathroom and came face to
face with her brother Franklin, who was only five years
old. In her reality, he was her older brother! Almost
ause. They instantly she had to call on her powers to defend

Franklin and his babysitter, and became Marvel Girl

Mutinous Bounty

A bounty hunter conveniently called Bounty was stalking

ation.

meeting of
the rescue. Activating a dev
able 1o tap into Reed's energies. He then took

nists, forcing Reed to come to Franklin's babysitter, a Super Heroine named Caledonia. V

transformed into Marvel Girl in order to save them. Hov

, Crucible was

before she had the chance, the Bacchiie, Hades' henchmen:

Reed 1o Geno:

captured Marvel Girl, Franklin, aunt Aly:
The
met her

2, a

a, where Crucible experimented I Caledonia,

ntastic Four rescued Valeria and realized

on Genoshans. The Genoshan government caprured
Reed t0 help them
Reed had lost his powers.

a time where the present and past ce cxisted

Mind-swap
The rest of the FF searched for
Reed. Crucible s
with thr

was defeated later
by Recd.

NOT SO FANTASTIC
Jomo Kimane,
Harry Soong

iavisa Mansour, and
re the uniikely v
the minds of Ben, Sue, and fo

Fantastic family
Reed and Suc were worried that Valerias
presence meant that the future and past
that they had seen would come truc: _

a
and Sue would be Valerias
mother and Doctor Doom's
widow. Fearing rejection,
Valeria dissppeared and
tricd to fight various bein.
including a mind-controlled TI

ally aceepted Valeria before
taking her home.
FAMILY TIES
hiitially, Reed and Sue were fearfil
of what Vileria represented.



s doomsday weapon ripped a hole in the fabric of
Suc's force field stopped the hole from destroying
“To keep her in suspended animation but retain

her force field, Reed created a space station around her.

Till death

The rest of the world was unaware
that an unconscious woman was all

From the ashes

BIG BRAIN

Using a subspace carrier

Rq

able to leave his beloved wifc

d Richards took up
beam, Reed con
Brain from the I
Zone. His first Big
like HERBIE

has updated bis design.

ols Big

permanent residence in the Fantastistation, the space station he

that prevented otal oblivion. After

had constructed. He attended to the unconscious Sue while slowly

months of seclusion, the tcam
formally changed its name to the
Fancastic Five and was made up of
Johnny Storm, the Human Torch;

e, man: 1o restore a few inch

s cvery month

Knowing that Sue was depending on him, he never stopped trying

o find a way to knit the hole

together. Reed's only contace

ne was M b o
! with the outside world was

ds, known as Psi

Lord; Ben Grimm, the Thin

Big Brain, a robot with R

through his Big Brain robot.

I'HE FUTURE FS

Torus thinks a future F5 will consist of
ce in, himself, and

rnard (Doom,

| Continuation

After setdling down together, John
ja Storm had a son, Torus, who

rited his fathers control over fire

abilitics.
He occasionally took on the appearance
of an adult superhuman that he called
Super-Storm. Injured in batdle, Ben

and his mother's shape-shifc

was fiteed with bionic implants. He
ed from Sharon Ventura and
had two teenagers, Jacob and Aly
who dreamed of joining the tcam.

was divor

SPIDER-MAN 2099

enlists the aid of that e

but even he cannot disce

Fantastic Four 2099

N ANOTHER POSSIBLE cmeline, the

ntastic Four awoke within a cryogenic
suspension chamber in the Negative Zone. After

if they
are clones or the real I

returning to Earth, they discovered that the year
was 2099 and the planet was ruled by muldi-
national corporations inst

d of governments.

ek SO
P . = LIKE YER GONNA
One of the largest, Stark/Fujikawa, declared that o€ 2 Ao

the FF were genetic experiments that had gone

astray and claimed them as escaped property.

Brave new world

On the run from Stark/Fujikawa, the FF met Chimera

one, who volunte

a fellow fugitive from the Negativ

to serve as their guide. Chimera fell in love with Reed

and repeatedly attempeed to delete Susan from his

program. The team stumbled upon a cult that worshiped
the mighty Thor and learned that Doctor Doom was

trying to free Latveria from corporate control.

Strange tidings

Hoping to learn how and why the;
Fantastic Four atempred to return o the Neg
blocked by Dr. Stange, the master of the

came to this timeline, the
tive Zone

T'heir entrance w

§ mystic arts, who had journeyed into the furure
4§ o warn hem that a planetoid was on a collision
5 course wih the Earth. The polar icecaps began

to melt. and flood waters spread across the
globe. Desperate to save the planct, Reed
Richards joined forces with Doom 2099.

mbers w
actually temporal copies of

als, constructed
to spare the Earth
from destruction.

DOOM 2099

the future, but he claims
10 be the original
Victor V







in the 20008

Having: introduced che fuure daugheer of Sue Richards and Doom

from an alternate timeline, Chris Claremont and Salvador Larroca began the
decade by exploring how Valeria Von Doom fitted in with the rest of the
astic Four family. They also brought back the real Docror Doom, leaving
Reed trapped in Doom’s armor and trying to find a way to avert a world war.
Writer and artist Carlos Pacheco, with Rafacl Marin and later Jeph Loeb,
began with Diablo, the destruction of Pier 4, and the recurn of the Super-
Skrull. Pacheco introduced Noah Baxter, Senso, Abraxas, and a new Baxter
Building. Ben regained the ability to transform into
the Thing at will and Johnny became a movic actor.
With the help of most of the comic-book industry,
writer and k Larsen supervised the production
ic limiced series called 7he Worlds Greatest
Magazine, celebrating Stan Lee and Jack Kirby's
work. Witer Mark Waid and artist Mike Wicringo
introduced Modulus and took a fresh look at familiar
FF like the Frightful Four, in the main FF title.
lated i
Roberto Aguirre-S:
focused on the famil
Fantastic Four by Brian Bendis, Mark Millar,
Ellis, Adam Kubert, and Stuart Immonen recr
team o fit into the Ultimate Universe. The biggest
news was the announcement of the major motion
picture, produced by Marvel Entercainment and 20th
Century Fox and directed by Tim Story.

a3 1>3ma

Fantastic Four Vol 3 #34 (Oct. 2000).

While the res of the team huns for an alien
saboteur, Sue is trapped in the Wild West,
(Caver by Salvador Larroca and Art Thibert)

L N e oy
:EZFOI. % ! -4 — ey

agrees to be Doom’s consor,

h
Fanuastic Four Anual 2000 The

S

16l 3 47 (o 2001

Fancascic Four #512 (fune 2004). Fancastic Four #517 (ke 2004). Fangasic Four #521 (Dec. 2004
Tie Human Torch reams up with Alens e Earth 1o dessray the Gelaeruss e bevald, Jobrny

i ir ¢ ing fo ih i i eversanes fivarite wch-swinger, (Cover  nvisible Woman, (Cover by Mike iries 10 sop Galscras from cnting]
Larrcs and Are Thiber) Pacheco and fests Merino) M i silore e omar. (Ce

S
iy Mk Wieringo and Kart Kecl Wieingo st Karl Kocl Fah, (Corer by Mike Wieringo)



REALITY WALKER

Abraxas The quest for perfeetion

HE HEAD OF Galactus unexpectedly fell from space and

landed in the middle of New York's Times Square.
discovered that the head did not belong to the Galactus he knew.

Reed

Someone killed a Galactus from another reality and sent it to the
Fantastic Four as a warning. Realizing they needed help, the FF
went to the Blue Area of the Moon to consult the Watcher. Instead
of Uatu, they discovered a Watcher suffering from amnesia. Nova
and an intelligent Hulk from an alternate reality arrived and other
realiti

began to bleed in. The FF confronted alternate versions
of themselves and learned that a near-omnipotent men:

headed toward Earth, an entity who called himself Abraxas.

Cleaning: universes

Abraxas dreams of a single perfect universe and

%% Feerscro
NOTHINGNESS. is dedicated to cleansing the multiverse. He seeks
out and climinates powerful entities that exist on

more than one alternate world. He erases planes

of reality that do not fit his ideas of

perfection. Afier scouring universes and

destroying different versions of Galactus,
Reed realized that Abraxas seeks Galactus's
weapon, the Ultimate Nullifier, so that he

can erase every planc of reality excep one.

Scavenger hum

The FF cir altc:
in a hunc for (ln Nullif at extended across ﬂ e
multiverse. The Human Torch
Nova betrayed Johnny and
aled that she worked for Abraxas. As No
delivered the Nullifier to

nate world doppel

nd Nova found

the weapon. Howey

her new master, Franklin

combined powers to summon

SBHS 0 Sweet revenge

FEW THOUSAND years ago. a group of
Inhumans began to develop the ability to
influence the minds and emotions of those around
them. Distrusted and feared, this group eventually

HIDE IN PLAIN SIGHT left the Great Refuge 4
Since most of the Hidden look
f

RGOYLE

a chemist

GREY

[L‘d \\'i[]\ I\unmn\', Paul Du
who spi
his left hand. It tur

od a chemical o

blending in with cachy LA L.mup of Nazi
xplorers found this g ind¥942. The Nazis

killed the adults and capi - children. Torturcd gl e o

touched into stone. Tired
ed that they must nTake that they of a life of crime, Duval
could never be found. They g ageed 1o
Hidden, and their leader,

camps realiy

for Senso

A choice of dooms

The Fantastic Four were alerted when ruler Black Bolt and his

royal family returned from a mission in spa

. The Inhumans had 't'i:

come before the UN to establish peaceful relations with humani

Fearing that their distant relatives might reveal their existenc

Hidden, with their ghostly glowing eyes, secretly used their powers

of persuasion to turn the world against the Inhumans. In his human

form, Ben Grimm attempted to find who was bel

Inhuman fervor and was captured by Senso. When the U
Black Bolt, Doctor Doom offered the Inhumans asylum in Latveria.

Senso can manipulate

The eyes have it

While searching for Ben, Reed was also taken
prisoner. He discovered that Senso wears many
nd can app
miliary aide or a sult y rebel I
i Ben in a milicary

ives, Senso taunted

as either

dworking

der. Since she
intended to bury Reed ai

prison for the rest of their

sy gevial e T iddten Blime the I KNOW IT'S BEEN
;h:m.rava.:hnbl:h.ln»llu |f:nH n :;Imlv .'1\i - ARl
nhumans for all their suffering. By sheer force A e e ey
of will, Ben managed to free himself and Reed 777 S8 4 i S
from Senso’s control, forcing her o flee. Senso's \ NAME YOU WILL REMEMBER

nt whereabouts are unknown, and the N FOR A LONG TIME
HuMu\ still live TO COME...

mon;

...ONCE YOU
REAWAKEN!



& Modulus

SUPER-PDA

it gl EALOUS BECAUSE his parents were spending time with
capaci It wes @ his sister, Franklin Richards tried to win back their attention
lapate 400 by becoming smarter. He took his father’s Super-PDA, on which
it a neighboring Reed jotted down all his thoughts. This device was a conduit to
dimetsiet of s another dimension, and Franklin unleashed a living mathematical
equation from it. Calling itself Modulus, the being claimed that
it was in love with Reed and wanted to bond itself to him.

electromagnetic energy.

Murderous math

Considering itself to be the mathematical equ

e of

and the total of his essence, Modulus realized that it
the only one worchy of him. It decided to subtract
anyone competing for Reed’s affections and attacked Suc

and Ben. It divided molecules and tried to reduce them into

their chemical component

Suc's force fields, Sue
and Ben escaped. Reed confronted Modulus, who linked

ed by

Balancing act
Reed realized that Modulus was
because it was only half
of an equation. It could never
rest unil it found an
could balance it. Orde
others to distract the ¢
Reed en
that birched Modulus and by
1 fashion another mathematical
duplicate of himsclf

The correct answer

Ben and Johnny tried to lead Modulus into
an abandoned building, but it multipli

the structure’s molecules, until the b
collapsed. When Modulus returned to the
Baxter Building, Reed offered it the new
double, bur i

ccted the copy—it wanted the
gm original. Citing his love
for Franklin, Reed stated

thac he and Modulus

Modulus formed a
stable cquation with
the double and

went home,  §

Johnny the Invisible Boy

OUR. ALIEN obelisks descended from che e &

sky and surrounded Manhattan. The Fantastic o a

Four discovered that a federation of aliens whose
worlds had been consumed by Galactus had
developed a technology that could cloak planets.
They had come to Earth because they learned that
somcone could negate their device. The aliens
wanted to destroy this person before Galactus
could find her. Her name was Sue Richards, and
she could make invisible things visible.

Trading places
When the aliens threatened to destroy

the city unless Sue surrendered, Reed

invented a weapon that seemed to

wake away her powers. Since Sue

was no longer a da

left and Reed revealed that his

weapon switched powers berween Sue

and Johnny. Sue was the Human

Torch, and Johnny was the Invisible Boy.

clebrating their
cuus artived, snatched
gave him the “power
Realizing thar Galactus
intended o use Johnny
herald, the FE enlisted the
Quasar and gave chase. Knowing that

s would soon need to feed, R
Johnny tested his powers as he scoured i |
the universe for an uninhabited world.

Galen’s return

The FF found Johnny and used a
variation of Reed’s power-switchi
machine w strip Galaceus of all
cosmic energy. Galactus became
CGale

1. Knowi

would not last, the FF brought Galen §
back to Farth and tried to convinee

him 1o stop

ouring inhabited worlds
0 exiled himself in an energy-rich

nsion so th

the rest of the universe
would be safe from Galactus—forey




Evil pact

Doom m ain with demons in hell to make him

a barg

ician he could be

psics, Valerie and Victor, fell in

the best and Valeria wa

he world to each other. But Victa

and mean

| ia Richards was p

interested

es as a way of prot
rded wich a U.S

hen De
d that Valeria, th

fele

Von Doom
had been perfectly
content protecting the people of
Latveria from harm and fighting
against the Fantastic Four using any
means that science and technology
would allow. He had discovered
early on %hat his mother had been
a sorceress but picked science over
magic as his weapon of choice.
However, his priorities changed.
Doom began his pursuit of sorcery,
sacrificing anything and anyone
necessary in order to become the
greatest magician. How would Reed
Richards, the man who believes
everything has a scientific explanation,
cope with Doctor Dooms rejection of
science in favor of magic? Would he
be able to defend his team against
something that he felt was impossible,
unbelievable, and unthinkable?

hould could not leave hy

work, W

himself intc

LOVE

Damaged
ttempt to get Reed to channel his a
. He could not

do it but did shaot at him, aking a lock of Victor’
cat on. Meanwhile, Franklin fel he was

peaple might
nged —forever.

DEMONIC
The

reth Three supply Doom with sorce

r Doom becoming 0

Science versus sorcery

The Fantastic Four boarded a ship to rescue
Franklin, but the ship crashed right into Doorss
path. Doonis power had grown even stronger
Doom locked Reed in a prison to teach him

about magic—he could only escape by casting

correct spell. Although he was opposed to thi
Reed realized that it was not ene
the speli he had to beliey
there were some things beyond scie

oh merely to say

inita

nt
He worked out that he could enchant only by
admitting his foolishness when it came to sorcery.
¢ FF rescued Franklin and all of the wam
except Reed returned through the portal,

CHANGE OF HEART?

for help, but Ree

ed do




Authoritative
Action

N A BATTLE for che souls of

Franklin and Valeria, Reed Richards
finally defeated his arch-enemy, Doctor
Doom, and exiled him to a demonic
dimension—but the victory was not
without cost. Doom tortured the
Fantastic Four, destroyed their home,
and disfigured Reed Richards. While
the team were still reeling from these
injuries, a new problem arose. Doom
was the absolute monarch of Latveria,
providing his people with food,
housing, and free health care. Doom
demanded blind obedience in return.
Who would lead and protect his
homeland now that he was gone?
Who would gain control of
Doo’s scientific wonders and
advanced weapons of mass
destruction? While debates
raged in the United
Nations over the
“Latverian problem,”
the countries along its
borders prepared to
invade....

stolen from i

} fus

attack against the s¢

The invader

¢ FIF joined the Latve
i

nvisible force ficlds, Warn
Hung
gove

ians that he w n“ hit cheir

ment with a debilitating

computer virus if they rewrned

Reed sent them into rer

WITH POW

From I/'( sidelines, Reed

lknows. 1/nn the world is
better. ﬂ/?" without Doom

does ot trust politicians to
stand up for the country
and knows its small army
cannot protect it from
invasion. He fears that
Super Villains may try to
loot Do’ weapo
wonders who will take
responsibility for the

Political unrest
Even o

hough Reed granted total frecdos

Latverians, a resistance movement l

ﬂn rebels Ixm were ged 1\\|<.vvw sent
by Reed aracked and jail k«[ them. Relations with
Reed grew even more strained when

he United States h ad disavowed Reed’s

Larveria and intended to

arrest him for treason.

t0 @ pocket dimension—from

suld be no escape—and sum

are that his

e from Doom, Reed
sac nl}u himself and serve

Doom jailer fo i

/’ \\‘}\»

Bitter victory

After mind-jumping
the Human Torc
when he learned

B o i oy acd S Revd
he only way he could fnally sop
d, Wi

s, Reed Richards ,muum.\ g

ice
l).mn was by killing his.
in his ¢y




Hereafter

N AN ATTEMPT co defear

Doctor Doom-once and for all,
Reed Richards banished the Latverian
ruler to Hell, but was severely scarred
in the process. In order to prevent
Doom’s advanced technology falling
into the wrong hands, he then
organized a coup d’état in Latveria.
United Nation forces led by Colonel
Nick Fury were sent in to undo
Reed’s actions, but it soon became
clear that his claim to Latveria was
all part of his plan to imprison Doom
forever. But when Ben Grimm'’s
body was possessed by Doom's spirit,
Richards was forced to fight his
teammate. Reed managed to destroy
Doom’s consciousnness, but at a
terrible price—the death of his ©
best friend.

/4

Medical research

After the Thing was mortally
wounded in the battle ac Castle
Doom, Mr. Fantastic atrempred
resuscitation and heart massage
for over an hour. Forced to accept

their friend's death, the FF said

farewell to Ben in a closed-casket

funeral. Howeve
contract with the U.
allowed them to study |

Von Doom’s machine
Finding a spark of ife still dwelling within

had signed a
military that
mutated
body in the event of his death,
Stcaling, the Things body from
the Walter Reed Army Medical
Center, Richards placed ivina
special preservation tank.
P

Ben's brain, Reed began to formulate  plan.

He believed that Ben's consciousness had
transmigrated to another plane of
existence-—in other words, the Thing had
gone to Heaven. Working on the principle
that energy cannot be destroyed, wﬂy
transformed or relocated, saving Ben

be a'simple mfier of rerleving the

tha

Richards plamed to use the machine

Vop Desmtiad created in his college

days toeonsact his dead mathes

Reed Richards hac wamed. .. -

Doom abows his machine’

mmb:lig: rdumd to.
The machine blew

FLAMING ASSAULT
In Heaven, the FF teanimates were astacked by
fiving horde of winged, hooded angels brandishing

flaming swords. Despie a valiant butelebl
Pt S ioiibls Virad i
Tarch were nearly overcome by she assaibant
FF appeared on the verge of defeat, their atutther:
disappeared. Richards surmised that the purpose'of the
a@ssauls had been o

Meeting the maker

When Ben realized his true
desire was o return to Farth, he
said goodbye to Daniel. Invited
into Heaven proper to mect
God, the FF were amazed to find
out that he

in the same w
artist. Redraw
resembled the

tched out” reality
v as a comic-book

the FF’s world. transporting them hom

them a “divine wrning.”

The door to the afterlife

Theorizing that their environment was being shaped &

the desires of wh in the

encounted several different situations. \\ hen Ree

the team had to cross a gigantic puzzle. St
them home, wh
camping trip. F , the FF found Ben, v
reunited with his dead brother, Danicl. Ben
eaven proper, which |z
d Richards was kecpi
o Earth, and that Reed had cr

e
*arrived ar the door

his own mind chat cr

was not yet

beyond a metal door




N AN ALTERNATE reality, studious Reed Richards

was the victim of bullying, at home, at the hands of his
father, and at school. Ben Grimm came to his
rescue when a group of bo
head down a toile

were forcing Reed’s
and, in return, Reed
showed Ben his latest scientific finding. Reed /
had discovered that there was another plane

of existence that was very close to our own. He
planned to send toys and candy bars to this other
dimension to find out if there was life there

just as soon as he could work out how to

break the barrier between the two planes.

Talent scout

Six months later at the school science fair, Reed was ready
to exhibit his experiment. He believed it could change the

world, enabling starving people to have food transported

GRIMM REAPER
Reed explained bis dis

to them instantly. For now, though, Reed only transported
a toy car. The dramatic disappea
everyone,

ance of the car amazed

pecially a Mainland Technology Development
scout who recommended that Recd

end a “think tank”
of other talented young people.

Baxter Building
Reed was sent to the Baxter
Building where he met Dr.
Storm and his children, Johnny
and Sue. He was told that

Dr. Storm had found rlu
co-ordin; ates o th

Miscalculation

Whilst at the Baxter IhnldmL Re

urned to his
room and found \ ictor “anw on I{nul
to actually lm ak rl\m\m]\

the barrier.

computations. They a

provided Victor promised to be nice!

MOLE MAN
evic (Mole
Man) was fired afier
it was found that he

@

0 they could work on the project together,

‘Wiater: Mr. Fantastic
Rud was almost shot at by officers when
aw him, not realizing who he
nisc’s limbs had clongated as
made of water. As the fate of
ne to light, Reed realiz

ms represented the differ
clements. He also discovered that this freak

accident was caused by someone tampering
with the computer and his calculations.

"hen Reed tested his theories,
an explosion th ]
across the

ted in Mexico City, where his
increase in physical strength caused trucks to crash
when they drove into him. Reed told Ben that his
new form was due to a suit that he had o wear to
protect the world from the extra impact he
B was putting on the planct. Ben blamed
& Recd for this metamorphosis into the Thing.

Fire: The Human Torch
Johnny woke up to find himself in a
European hospital with the abiliy o

agulf himself in flames with no risk
of injury. The Human Torch honed
bis il of commani
simply ut

fire by
“Flame on!

GRIMM'S TALES
Ber found by two childn
diffculty accepting i

Doomed

Reed, Ben,

a battle with a monster that led them
to Moleman’s lair and to Sue.

ind Johnny were e

set his clay creatures on
n and, despite Reed’s pleas,

decided they must excavate
Mole Man's den with Victor's
help. But Victor was
now horribly scarred
and only wanted
revenge on the newly
formed FE.

Air: Invisible Woman
The only person who knew
where Suc had gone was M
Man, who had taken her to
his lair beneath the Baxter
Building, Sue now had the
power of invisibility, which she
had trouble controlling. Mole
Man showed her his video

wall that he
the grot
Invisible
to work

d to spy on
He told the

man of his plans
b her and Victor

W,

to uncover life’s mysteries.



Demolition man Fighting fire with fire

pert at smashing th Johnny Storm

approached the local
1 if he

applied for work in
firchouse and

sed

but was hired when could become an

fighter

FTER, ALIENATING mosc apprncic g
of the world for staging a coup

décat in Latveria and being portrayed

as traitors in the American press,

Ben Gr him that the work was

an asset he con:

< truction
site, but his fellow workers

him to take it casy.

the Fantastic |"nl|‘| faced a new cared he would put
problem. Reed Richards was

forced to sign over the

them out of work by the job. The other

completing the job too soon. ers were not happy with their new recruit,

ning him for all the times that they had to clean
astic Four and

proceeds of all his patents
I t up messes left behind by the Fa

The Pine Barrens However,

to the government to pay for the expenses incurred the city’s other Super Heroc

Reed, Sue, and Ben took Franklin Johnny eventually won their respect when

Richards 2

authoritative actions, and Congress refused
ntific rescarch. To

by his

he helped a distraught mother retrieve

the body of her son.

group of his friends on

to fund any more of his

ip o the New Jerscy

make matters even worse, the value of all of the el

1,000-square-mile wilderness area

stocks and bonds in the FF’s portfolio had

declined because of a weak stock market, and their The locals warned Sue to stay away

because of a legendary monster, the

money manager had swindled them our of all their

mysterious Jersey Devil, that was
n,

ntastic Four were broke.

cash reserves. The Fa K

The Fantastic Four also encount

pair of filmmakers who were producing a

From the lows to the Heights
A le
payment for all the damage that the Fantastic Four had “caused” over

documentary on the creature.

from the mayor told the team that New York City wanted

the years. The mayor offered to forgive the debt if the FF vacated the
Baxter Building and turned it over to the city. Forced to lay off all their

employees and liquidate their financial assets, the FF held a massive sale

t0 sell most of their possessions. All of the money was given to the
Predators among the pines

Wh

wilies of their former employees. Needing a new

people started to disappear, Sue took charge of

while Reed and Ben searched

¢ to stay, the Fantastic Four moved into a

the chi

ndown hotel in Washington Heights.
They stumbled upon a spacecraft that was

h an army of vicious-looking

New careers

¢ his stretching powers to
After refusin pt loans from
the Avengers and Tony Stark, Reed
informed the rest of the tea
they had to find work. Suc
Richards took a job teaching
English at a local high school
r West Side. The : had been using the FF's

look like one of the creatures, Reed

to accept

ked aboard the ship to rescuc the

he aliens away

captives. A
Suc |
coming to the ares

Ordinary heroes

y had been

rned that t

Followin; with Psycho-

1, Reed revealed thac he
. They had an understandir

d only kidnapped

locals 2

on the Up

students proved unruly at first, bankruptey as a chance for g
. I Z W\ + campers and tourists.
but she soon won chem over. Though i them to be ordinary .
he appearcd to have trouble adjusting to his new Thigh Reed waa plessest

life, Reed took @ temporary job as a computer el

technician. On the way o work one morning, he
talked a lonely stranger out of committing suicide.
This made Reed reali : he sill ha
and things wes v ha i

7

blossomed, Sue

convinced him that it
was time to reassume




|
|

B | Nernrmands
" GERMANY

TRANSYLVANIA

Paris o

¢ HUNGARY:
FRANCE

Ecyer

Egypt
Believing that the ancient
Egyptians had a cure for

Doom’s time machine and

journ

the pharaohs, where they first

encountered Ram
Retusning t0 the land of his

birth, the Sphinx challenged

Galactus o a battle to the death. ']

yed to the ancient land of

AFRICA

Africa

Ruled by the Black
Panther, the kingdom of
Wakanda is hidden in the

jungles of northern Affica.
The Hu
the Thing invaded the small
kingdom of Rudyarda when
they learned that the Black
Pancher had been imprisoned

orch and

as an enemy of the state

i
koo only as Cracible

India

INDIA

Europe
France—The Bitsitic Four prevented an alien
invasion when an ancicne portal to another dimension
eas discovered uitder the stieets of Paris,

Suffering from amnicsia, Medusa was found by the
Wizard on the southern coast of France. He invited her

10 join the Frightful Four,
| Denmark |

rom his basc in Copenhagen, Dr. Doom
| gathered a misit army and made plans to destroy the FE.
‘ Germany—Having gained the Silver Susfer’s cosmic

powers, Dr. Doom batded the FF ac the foot of the Alps.
Ballkans—The tiny kingdom of Laveria on Hungary's
southern border was ruled with an iron fist by Dr. Doom.
“Transua, Dragorin is the bisthplace of the Puppet Master.
Humgary—The Hungasfan government invaded Larscria
when the FF appeared to have destroyed Dr. Doom.
Netherlands es Klaw was born in Viaardingen.
Toansyloania—The FF accidencally scambled upon the
stle of Diablo, where the alchenist was held prisones

| RussiaIvan Kragoff left Russia and exposed himself
0 cosmic radiation in space to become the Red Ghost.
JAnaN
1B
Japan
bet When a gian robot

Victor von Doom leared
the secres of sorcery. from &
mysterious order of monks.
They built him an armored
suit and mask to hide his
scarred face,

rampaged through
Japan, the FF
to Mount Fujimoto
1o confront the
Samurai Destroer

“The Sphinx heard of a wizard whose
powers rival his own and scarched for
him in a secret cemple hidden decp
within the Himalayan Mountains.
There he encountered a mystical entity
who forcrold his destruction at the
hands of Galactus.

After their home in the Andes was

iscovered by the FF, the Inhumans
moved Auilan into the Himalayas.

AUSTRALIA

““What gives this family its purpose
and its joy isn't the destination...
it’s the journey.”

Asctic
When their powers suddenly began to
malfunction, the FF journeyed to the
Asctic Circle, where they found an
ancient civilization ruled by a blind god.

The FF headed for the norchern
magnetic pole when they learned that
aliens planned to reverse the polarity of
the Earch's magnetic ficld.

United States
California—Launching their cxperimental
starship from Central City, Reed, Sue, Johnny,
and Ben were exposed to cosmic radiation and
became the FE.

After going bankrupt, the FF went 1o Los
Angeles where they made a movie that was
funded by Prince Namor, the Sub-Mariner.

New York City—The home and headquarters
of the FF.

After suddenly appearing in Central Park, a
mysterious structure teleported the FF to a
distant galaxy where the Beyonder forced them to
fight in a secret war.

Netw England—Reed and Sue hired Agatha
Harkness to be Franklin's ey and moved him
into her home at Whisy
Florida—The FF lcmpm:nlv Tost heir powers
after being exposed o the radiation of a bomb
wriggered by the Frightful Four on a small atoll
off the coas of Florida.

When someone began to sabotage

ne

the FF to investigate, and they soon found
themselves in a battle with the incredible Hulk.

South Pacific
While on vacatior
deserted South P:

a scemingly

Island, the F¥

s left on this plnes coundess
millennia ago by the Kre

Rocky s
i the small town of
. populated by modern-day
Bt was once the home of

UNITED STATES
‘OF AMERICA

CoLarARO

CALIFORNIA
* Los Angeles $
NEW MEXICO
TEXAS

Feeling that he was ot being
% appreciated, the Human Torch
temporarily left the team and 1
joined the Bones "N Bailey Gircus |

|

| NEw ExGLARD

P
York Cis
ik ity

s it traveled through the South.

FLORIDA

e
Bermuda Triangle
At the very éenter of the Bermuda Triangl
lics Monster Isle, the home of the Mole
Manzand his army of giant creatutes.

Bermuda
Triangle

Central

America

After kidnapping Crystal

and Lockjaw, Diablo took

over a Mayan Pyramid

and attempted to overthrow

the government of Terra Verde.
Starting a revolution in the tiny

countey of San Gusto, the Hate

D g
United States and exposing the

entire world to his hate ray were

ended by the FF:

Antarct
Antarctica was the location of the
original undersea home of Alantis,
which was destroyed when an
unnamed country tested an

atomic weapon in the arca

Northern Adantic
Hidden beneath the surface
was the undersea kingdom
of Adlantis, which was
ruled by the Sub-Mariner.
‘The Northern Atlantic
was also the location of the
original island home of
the Inhumans.

SOUTH
AMERICA

South America
After living in the
Northern Alantic

for thousands of

years, climate changes
forced the Inhumans to
maove the Great Refuge
to the Andes Mountains.

—~
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Afterword

Man is a

{ all comes

series that is tooted in responsibility, the

down o family. If Spider

antastic

Fouris all about family. A simple, average, all-Americ
family that has breakfast together every morning but
heads off to a hard day of challenging the unknown,

menaces. Okay,

saving the Farth, and fighting supe
maybe this particular family doesn’t always ger along,
Maybe Reed can be a tad patronizing. Maybe Ben and
Johnny's squabbling does get out of hand. Hey, as the
eldest of seven siblings, I can testify that familics don'
always get along. They bicker and storm off. They
mooch off you during the holidays and borrow moncy
they never intend to repay. There are times you really
hate them and times you wouldnt survive without
them. And all of that is mirrored in the Fantastic Four.
at, the FF shows us

Month after month, year after y:

that nothing can beat a strong family. It will always find

a way to survive. It just has to stick together
T owe my carcer to those carly issues of the Fantasti
A

rekindled my love of comics, I might have taken a

If they hadn't sparked my imagination and

different path and missed a lot fun.
Whenever [ think of the Fantastic Four, Stan Lec and
ed

Jack Kirby immediately spring to mind. They cr

yground for the rest of us

the characters and built the pl
to enjoy. I salute all the many gifted writers, arists, and

editors | have had the privilege to work with on the

Fantastic Four over the years. You all belong to a special

brotherhood and deserve a big HOO-HA!

The time has also come to thank Lindsay Fernandes
Laura Gilbere, Neil Kelly, and Alastair Dougall. They
jumped in ar the last moment to help me when a
personal tragedy rendered me incapable of mecting my
deadlines. This book would not exist without these
people and [ v
their kindness, and their understanding. 1 am also

Il always be in their debt for their work,

graceful o Lisa Lanzarini and Nick Avery, who designed

this book and ket taking my breath away with cach

exciting new layout.

While the original comics were my actual source
material, T also relicd racher heavily on the work of
people like Mark Gruenwald, Peter Sanderson, Eliot
Mackie, Mark Bernardo, Bob
Budiansky, Tom Breveort, Eric Fein, and all the others
who contributed to The Official Handbook Of The
Marvel Universe (all three cditions). The Internet has

Brown, Howard

also become an amazing source of information. Fans of
the FF will enjoy a visit to www.FFPlza.com, The
Fantastic Four Fluxion at www.shrublands.com/fluxion
comicboards.com.

or the FF message board at www.

Anyone interested in the FF should also look in on the
u Fantastic Four, Marvel
Knights 4, Ultimate Fantastic Four, and any of the many
The EFs carlier

nt monchly comic books

limited series devoted to the team.
adventures have been reprinted in a variety of formas,

trom the Marvel Masterworks to the more econom

Essential editions and dozens of tradepaperbacks.

This book is dedicated to the memory of my beloved

Parricia E., whose love, courage, and
unflagging support propped me up for
more than 35 years and still keeps me on
track. T must also acknowledge Jimmy,
Samantha, Bernic,
Danielle, Christopher, Allison, Stephen,
Meredith, Alexa, Gerald,
Carolyn, and the miracle we'll meet this

May. They still give their grouchy old

Eddy, Tommy,

Andrew,

uncle a reason to remain a storyteller.

Twould also like to express my gratitude

t you, my reader, for just being therc!

HOO-HA!
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