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Pinyin pronunciation tables

Initial
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Final

ai
ao
an
ang

ong
ou

ei
en
eng

Sound

baw
paw
maw
faw
duh
tuh
nuh
luh
guh
kuh
huh
gee

Sound

ah

i

ow
ahn
ahng
aw
oong
oh
uh
ay
un
ung

Initial Sound
q chee
X she
z dzuh
C tsuh
S suh

zh jir
ch chir
sh shir
r Ij
w ooh
y ee

-»

Final

er
i

ia
iao
ian
iang
ie

in
ing
iong
iu

of the CD.

Sound Final
ar ua
ee / uh uo
ya ui
yaow uai
yan uan
yahng un
yeh uang
een u
eeng ue
yoong uan
you iin
00

You can listen
to the sounds on
tracks 1 and 2
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Foreword

Five good reasons to learn Chinese:

1 China has the biggest population in - i - ﬂ. i - . *
the world—1.3 billion people R *R ﬂ R ﬂ
2 If you speak English and Mandarin A5 35
you can communicate with over half @ NI hao!
Hi!

the world’s population

3 China is becoming an economic - ao O W,
superpower nanaa

4 The Chinese language is fascinating

That’s great!

RHF T !

Tai hdo le!

B You get much more out of a visit to
China if you can speak some Chinese

1 billion @

Mandarin

There are three major languages
spoken in China. These are
Mandarin, Shanghaiese, and
Cantonese. Mandarin has more
native speakers than any other
language in the world.

500
million English
400m Spanish
% 332m
Oy
2w
;‘3 g. Shanghaiese French
@ 91 Cantonese
o m 72m




Mandarin has many different names in Chinese.
Here are some, with their literal translations:

Zhong G?(iyﬁ \ nafional language
Putonghua universal words
Hanytu language of the Han
Zhdongwén Chinese language
weén

Chinese people learn Mandarin too

At the fall of the Qing Dynasty in 1911, the incoming
Nationalist government decided that Mandarin
should become the standard language of China,
replacing the many languages and dialects that made
communication between people difficult.

It was originally thought that Mandarin would be
spoken by everyone by 2030. However, because of
the size of China and the number of languages
spoken, teachers in many schools still give classes in
the local language. Mandarin is studied like a foreign
language class, to use for speaking with non-locals.

Using this book

You can take what you like from this book—an overview of the
culture, with some insight into the language on the way, or use it
as a study guide to become a competent beginner. Whatever your
approach, this book is a good place to start.

The secret to learning Chinese is:
Man man lai! Take it easy!

Foreword | 5



' INTRODUCTION
® ®
Pinyin
PiI’IYiI’I is the name of the system we use to spell

out the sounds of Chinese words in Roman letters. It is a

written aid to pronunciation.

No alphabet

Chinese writing doesn’t use an alphabet. Instead, it is made
up of a series of characters, each of which are made up of
mini pictures. We need help to know how to pronounce
them, and that’s where pinyin comes in.

* Using pinyin,
you pronounce

a it “mao” (and it
means “cat”).

Without knowing pinyin, it is very difficult for people to
learn Chinese as a foreign language.

For example,
how do you say
this character?

It is important to remember that pinyin is only a guide. The
best way to learn the sounds of any language is to copy
what you hear.

6 Introduction



So put on the CD!

In this book, when you
see this symbol, you
can hear what is on the
page by listening to the
accompanying CD.

About pinyin

Pinyin was adopted by mainland These are the

China in 1958 and is the Romanization characters for “pinyin”
system used there today, and in this

book. Other systems, such as “Wade

Giles,” do exist, although they are

used less and less. This means This means

“to spell”  “sound”

How to use it

Chinese words are made up of
one-syllable sounds, such as “ma.”

< These sounds all start with an “initial.”

In the word “ma,” the initial is the “m” sound.

% And they all end with a vowel sound called a “final.”

In the word “ma,” the final is the “a” sound.

On the next few pages there are tables, first for the initials,
then the finals. It is really worth going through each sound
with the accompanying CD.

Introduction 7



(=) Table 1: Initials

track 1
Initial Sound Rough English sound
b baw bore
p paw pore
m maw more
f faw fall
d duh done
t tuh tore
n nuh nail
1 Iuh late
g guh guard
k kuh come
h huh loch
j gee jeep This sound
q chee cheese f,ssflfg,,“z;r(‘i
X she ship () “sip.”
zZ dzuh “ds” in suds
C tsuh “ts” in cats
S suh see
Zh ]llf' germ Spread your lips
ch chir chin in a smile and curl
sh shir shirt your tongue up so
the tip touches the
r rj rank @ roof of your mouth.
w ooh swoon
y ee ye



@ Table 2: Finals

track 2
Final
a
ai
a0
an
ang

ong
ou

ei
en
eng
er

ia
iao
ian
iang
ie

in
ing
iong
iu

Sound
ah

i

oW
ahn
ahng
aw
oong
oh
uh
ay
un
ung
ar
ee / uh
ya
yaow
yan
yahng
yeh
een
eeng

yoong
you

Rough English sound
are

eye

owl

ant

bang

straw

too + ng

g0 ~ -

1“"r

duh i” is generally
pronounced

say “ee” except after

taken these initials: c,
Ch/ L,s, Sh, Zz, Zh,

lung when it is “uh.”

are \:L/_____/

tea / huh(»)
yak

meow

yen

y + angst
yes

din
mowing
you + ng
Cleo




Final

ua
uo
ui
uai
uan
un
uang

ue
uan
un

Using the tables

Sound

00

wa
waw
way
why
won
un
wahng
yO0O
00-weh
ywan
yewn

Rough English sound
moo

suave
war
way
why
00-won
To make the
won i sound, try
wan + ng saying “ee,”
but through
you @ pursed lips.
you + eh
you + wan
you + n

When you see a word in pinyin:

Look up the first letter or two letters, which are

usually consonants, on the Initials table.

Then look up the last letter or letters, which begin

with a vowel, on the Finals table.
Put the two sounds together, and hey presto!

10 Introduction



@ Practice time

track 3
Listen to the pronunciation of these words on the CD, then
copy what you hear.

1. y1 6. qing 11. quan
2. zhong 7. xi 12. cong
3. cul 8. cal 13. zai
4. qiu 9. re 14. duo
5. yue 10. shi 15. nii

Pinyin pointers
e You need to look at each word carefully—they can look
similar, but have very different meanings.

zou Zuo0

to go to sit

e Many words in Chinese are made up of more than one
sound. You tell where each sound ends and each new
sound begins by using the initials as markers.

X1ieX thank you
initials

Ve
putongh

e Pinyin also includes “tone marks.” Turn the page to find
out what these are for...

mandarin chinese

Introduction 11



- The tones

track 4

Mandarin Chinese has four tones,
and one “toneless” tone. The tone you use when
pronouncing each one-syllable word determines the

-_/ VvV N\

meaning. The tone marks show which tone to use.

1st tone— 2nd tone—

high level rising

Pitch your voice high From the middle level of
1 and hold the sound _j your voice range to the

there slightly longer top. Raise your eyebrows

than seems natural. as you say it!

mother hemp

As a doctor
tells you when The tone at

[

o
looking down the end of
your throat. Say: a question.

Tone deaf?

The tones may seem complicated, but you will soon get the hang
of them. Consider these facts:

® There are more tonal languages in the world than nontonal.

® Cantonese has at least eight tones. Imagine that!

12 Introduction



The “neutral” tone

This isn’t exactly a “tone.” It is

just a light way of saying a
word. Pronounce it as you
would say a word in English

with no emphasis. It has no

tone mark.
3rd tone— 4th tone—
falling and then rising falling
From the middle level, A short, sharp fall from
1 down deep, then up 1 your high voice pitch.
a bit. Stamp your foot as you
say it!
horse scold
Like when

you're The tone of
surprised. a statement.

e China has over 80 dialects, and for many Chinese people,
Mandarin is not their first language—Chinese people can make
mistakes with their tones, too.

® People who can’t sing a note (or are “tone deat”) may feel they can’t
learn Chinese, but this is not the case. It makes no difference, since
tonal languages are relatively pitched, not absolutely pitched.

Introduction 13



-y Learning the tones

track 5

If you don’t learn the tones, quite simply, people will find

it hard to understand what you say. Practice your tones by

saying these words and listening to them on the CD.

& mao
i, cat
yue
moon
€ gsu
P dog
) ,
rén
t person
i shou
// hand

14 Introduction

shu
tree

che
car

yang
sheep

sht

book

mao
feather



Saying tones in a row

Once you have grasped saying single-sound words with
tones, try to put a few together, since you will need to do

so when speaking Chinese.

/_\ This syllable is

Shé the neutral tone.
spoon
dita
map
Don't worry
Xiéngmao about making
funny faces while
panda you try to get

the tones right.

. . happy new year!

T

A Introduction 15



Characters

The Chinese writing system is one of the
most beautiful and ancient writing systems in the world.
Before you start trying to get your head around it, it’s

worth taking a few minutes to find out a bit about it.

Two styles cloud—simplified

There are two forms of writing in
existence today. The “traditional”
characters are still used in most
Chinese-speaking countries
outside mainland China.
Mainland China predominantly
uses “simplified” characters, and
the simplified characters will be
used in this book.

M

cloud—traditional

N

How many characters are there?

Altogether? More than 40,000—although many are very rare.
2,000 characters are needed for basic literacy (or to read a
Chinese newspaper).

A well-educated person in China would know 4,000-5,000.

16 Introduction



Top to bottom...

... right to left. Traditionally, Chinese characters have been
laid out in the opposite way from English (although most
modern publications follow the Western way).

Start
reading
here.

Introduction 17



Four types

There are four different types of
Chinese characters that you will learn to write. These

intermingle with each other in any block of Chinese text.

Pictog raphs

The character is a _
picture of something. -
For example, the
character for “tree”
looks like a tree.  —=

tree

Ideographs

The character is a picture

* of an idea. For example,

the character for “one” is “One” on a die is
just one line. also an ideograph.

one

18 Introduction



Putting them together

The Chinese expanded
their written language
by putting pictographs
or ideographs together
to make new characters.

good

This is a pictograph  This is a pictograph
for “woman.” for “child.”

—/Z ’; | j — : E 3 Ancient Chinese people

thought “woman” and

womahn child 900d “child” together was “good.”

=
‘75 yuin Phonographs
To expand the language further, the
meaning of one character was combined
with the sound of another to make
= yu an phonographs. For example, the characters
75 for “far” and “garden” share the same part
garden that gives them their pronunciation: 7T
(yuan). Their meanings are given by the
other parts of the characters.

sound meaning a new character

“——~ far

N
T z\ — ZQ yudn Note: the sounds

. of the characters
to walk qumkly are almost the

— same—but they
. — gafden have different
— yuan tones.

enclosure

< <
g\(i\\ £ (5-\\
] -

Introduction 19



Different strokes

The writing of Chinese characters follows strict rules. The
tirst thing to understand is that characters are made up of
set strokes. These strokes are always written in the same
way. Here are some basic strokes you need to write

beautiful characters.

Follow the arrows that show the direction of the
strokes, and practice copying them.

20 Introduction



These are what
brush strokes
look like. Yours

will probably
look thinner.
G J
L~
Trace this table to practice. @

> )
= L
) \
) L
\. =
/ {
| T

Introduction 21



Stroke order

The order in which you write the strokes is also important.
For one thing, getting the stroke order right makes the

characters easier to learn. The two general rules to follow are:
1 Write top to bottom

2 Write left to right
Practice writing this character:
word

Start with the part of the character that is on the top left.
o e, ©.. 0.

T
.. O

. 7 I e .
1 1 h

22 Introduction



These rules are not fail-safe, however, since some characters

are written with differing stroke orders.

. left to right,
v then top to bottom

(13 0 v © (4] yué month
\/) }J H )%] first outside,

then inside

O 2] (3) xido small
rJ “'IJ /J"-} the middle,

then two sides

It all depended on what
looked best or which

order minimized

clumping when scholars
were using brushes and

ink to write.



How characters
are made

uw

V

zhong gu

1
N
=

‘:]3 means “middle” means “kingdom”

The Middle Kingdom

is what we now call

Chma

24 Introduction



Be square

When you write each character, imagine you are writing
it inside a square. You can buy or make squared paper for
this purpose. Your characters will look more beautiful if

they are evenly spaced, fit into equal-sized squares, and

look symmetrical.

Introduction 25



(L
Memory tips
Thereisno really easy way tolearncharacters. Eachonehasto

be memorized. However, here are some pointers to help you.

o If you try to imagine a character as a
picture, or if you know the origins of a
character (see opposite for some examples),
it makes it easier to remember.

\
It is best to learn
characters gradually,
woman and to keep test!n.g
~ yourself and revising.
nu )

e There are about 200 small
components of characters,
| called “radicals.” Each

character includes a radical.
The radical can give a clue
to meaning. For example,
5, nido, meaning “bird,” is
a radical and any character
that contains 2 has
something to do with birds

(e.g.,ﬂ—‘% jl means “chicken”).
26 Introduction



Picture it!
Characters that are pictographs often look like the original

pictures that were drawn centuries ago.

rr sun

coepn H
3o a B
sh ;EQ m:gntzn N ‘J_'
Sgatgjgr W 7k 7J<

ni o;ird | 2
TR R4 5
m: horse

115586 5

Introduction 27



It’s radical

Practice writing these characters. They are useful ones
to know, since they can also be found in other characters

as “radicals.”

/\ rénoby 9/\

person

strength

28 Introduction



Put the characters together...

... to make new characters. Notice how the meanings of the new
characters are directly related to the meanings of the original
characters. It made sense in Ancient China.

Introduction 29



track 6

~Easy Grammar

1"

Easy" and ”grammar " don't usually go
together, but here’s an area of Chinese where there is less
to learn. Hooray!

The verb doesn’t change
There is no need to learn different ;aE to\be
shi

grammatical forms of verbs (like in
many European languages).

:?&fﬁ; woOshi | am @

{ L \2 v s .

N O ni shi you are There is no change
to the Chinese verb...

Q'JJL f& ta shi he is but the English

changes three times.

No past, no future

In Chinese, there are no verb
tenses. Here are two ways to

4 )
change the tense: B[F i yesterday
1 Add context to a sentence with zuotian
time words, for example, “next H K tomorrow
year,” “yesterday,” or “tomorrow.” H mingtién

2 You can show an action has been

completed by adding the little
word “le” after the verb or at the T le
end of the sentence.

30 Introduction




3 * 7., Wo qu le. | went yesterday.
3 * Wo qu. | am going tomorrow.

B Wo qu le. | went.

o
See! The verb in
Chinese, “qu” (to go),|  Note: the time comes BEFORE the

doesn’t change. verb in Chinese.

Singular and plural nouns

There is no difference between singular and plural nouns.
In other words, there is no equivalent to the English *-s’
or “-es” added to nouns.

) o p 5 . Horses like

L S XX LR 3 .

2y 2 XX L - % Ma xihuan chi pinggud. eating apples.
The Chinese for this sentence literally means “horse like eat apple.”
Since there is no particular horse being referred to, this is translated
as a general statement. CONTEXT is important in Chinese.

In general

Chinese often uses fewer words and seems simpler. In fact, some
of the expressions used in English that have come directly from
Chinese highlight the simple grammar constructions:

long time no see hiojitibujian 4F A I,

look-see kan kan HAH
no can do bl néng zuod I~ RE A
no-go bu quu T~

Introduction 31



. LET’S GET STARTED

VFirst words

What are the first words to learn

in any language’? These ones of course!

]

ni hdo
ﬁ L Covotm
zaijian

ﬁ /\T\f@

duibugi

32 Let’s Get Started



And this phrase may be useful too!

) BT R L2

cesuO zai nar?

\E54 = =
717 nan qj] men’s #‘ ni @women’s

Where is...? zai nir?

Simply add “zai nar?” AFTER any noun to ask where

Where’s the
bathroom?

something is:
“Fandian” means restaurant.

“Fandian zai nar?” means “Where’s the restaurant?”

New words

where is...?

Let’s Get Started 33



-y Welcome!

track 8

Chinese people are very hospitable.
When you visit, they will welcome
you and offer you a drink. The drink

of choice is often tea.

Please
come in.

T Al | piease

i%- p% };\ ' Please have

4J> o a cup of tea.

(%f

Qing hé cha!

34 Let's Get Started



qing
This word means “please”

and you always put it at

the beginning of sentences

in Chinese.
These two characters In China, tea is the
mean “new words” and national drink. There
are pronounced “shéngci.” are many different types

with two popular
varieties being black

tea and green tea.
New words Chinese people don’t
: add milk to their tea.

Let’s Get Started 35



yHow do you do?

track 9
hen you meet Chinese people, greet them

and introduce yourself in Chinese to set a

good impression.

Two third tones in a
row are difficult to say. Where
this happens, the first one is
said as a second tone.
Ni hdo changes to Ni hdo

How are you?

R 7
i hao ma? @

I'm very well.

AR

W6 hén hao.

W6 hén hdo
changes to

W6 hén hdo

New words

[question
particle]
see page 80

36 Let’s Get Started




What’s your name?

RPN A 47

Ni jiao shénme?

I'm called Wang Ying.

WES 3

Wo jiao Wang Ying.

This is a Chinese
period.

A Chinese name for you

Not all English names can be easily pronounced in China,
so it is a good idea for you to have a Chinese name.
Generally a Chinese teacher or Chinese friend can help you

choose one, and this is the best way to get one. There are

also websites that can give you a name. This is a good one:

http://www.mandarintools.com/chinesename.html

Let’s Get Started 37




-y Chinese names

track 10

Chinese names all have a meaning. They start with the
tamily name, then the given names follow. Chinese people

either have one or two given names.

Yao Ming

Jackie Chan

Last name » Yao

Given name(s)» Ming Li Chéng Long
Meaning of Successful
given name*>  Bright Clever Dragon
Addressing Chinese people UL (B 1S

stage name.

Adults should always be addressed by their full
name (last name, first name), or with a title, which
comes AFTER the last name, for example:

Jackie
Chan’s mother

% Ei% xiansheng Mr. called him
e.g. Wang xiansheng “Pao Pao,” meaning

“cannonball,” whe

% W ldoshi teacher he was a baby.
e.g. Lia ldoshi

Children or friends can be addressed by their first names, or if the
person is a very good friend or family, by their nickname. Chinese
people often have a nickname.

38 Let’s Get Started



The family name
The majority of the population of China has one

of just 20 last names. Here’s a list of the top five.

1 Li

2 Wang
3 Zhang
4 Lia

5 Chén

xing

Given names last name

As for first names, parents can choose from thousands of
characters. Here are some popular girls” and boys” names:

Girls

1
2
3
4
5

Boys

G Hh WON =

Ying (talented, wise)
Xil (elegant, beautiful)
Yu (jade)

Hua (brilliant)

Zhén (precious)

Wén (culture, writing)
Ming (bright)

Gu6 (nation) ming
Hua (brilliant) given name(s)
Dé (virtue)

Taboo!
Chinese people never name
their children after anyone else.

Let’s Get Started 39



-y Conversation
=" practice 1

Test yourself on what you have learned in

this section.

Can you translate this
Q. conversation into Chinese?
Hello.
Hello.
How are you?

I'm very well.

Goodbye.

QOO0OOde

Goodbye.
A, tHereitisin Chinese.
O 7¥F!  Nihio!
e 14! NI hio!
© R4 7Y ? Nihioma?
© R AIRHEF! Wohen hio!
@ A IJL!  Zaijan
@ A IL!  Zaijan

40 Let's Get Started



Can you translate these
e phrases into Chinese?

Where’s the bathroom?
Sit down, please.
Please, come in.

What'’s your name?

QOO

My name is...

A ° Here are the correct translations.
O | BT =R )L?
Cesuo zai nar?
e 5 Ak |
Qing zuo!
© 7 it |
Qing jin!
s I I A

Ni jiao shénme?

W& jido...

Let’s Get Started 41



S~ ALL ABOUT ME

yWhere are

track 12

you from?

Find out how to say where you come from. This is

one of the first questions you are asked in China.

Ak ] A

Ni shi nd guo rén?
Which country are you from?

= EH A

x B A
W6 shi Méiguorén.
I'm American.

P na which
Here is the “question word” "Il “Ni shi n& gud rén?” @

literally means “You are which country person?”
y y

A rén person

By adding “rén” to any of the country’s names, you are

saying “people or person [of the country].”
ymg peop p y
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Countries

The characters for the country names are a mixture of how

the word sounds (phonetic) and meaning.

= 3{: Meéigu6  US (beautiful country)

= Taigu6  Thailand (tranquil country)
> 94_% Yinggué  Britain (brave country)

1 /%C Faguo France (legal country)

= 1{,‘% Dégud Germany (virtuous country)
‘:13 Zhonggué China (middle country)

®] H $ Ribén Japan (rising Sun)

g /‘%\ X Jiandda  Canada (phonetic)

i /E:kﬁ']ﬂ Aodéliyé Australia (phonetic)

— % fi Hélan The Netherlands

(phonetic—Holland)

I kKA
Jianadarén
A Canadian
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-YMy body

Head, shoulders, knees, and toes...

L
N érduo ear
H& H F] yanjing  eye
)4t
V)%j 6 zuiba mouth
g
il bizi nose
N tou head
> N PJL\ toéufa hair
i shou hand
H%P jido foot
}:]i j duzi stomach

):BE tui leg
JI&- I

= JI~]” gebo arm
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Ji

... knees and toes...
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Face facts
This head shows how you can play

with characters to help you to remember them. (The parts

of the characters used to make the features on this face are

pictographs.) H& H%EA eye
;EF- 7)% ear
érduo

ydnjing

\?}1%‘ 6 nose

zuiba

mouth

You can make up your own
pictures, rhymes, and reasons for why
characters look like they do without
knowing all the pictographs. Just
use your imagination...

46 All About Me



)

track 14 Use the words for

“big” and “small”
to describe your

facial features.

big

All About Me 47



Y Familyand friends

track 15

In Chinese , there are words to describe what
position you are in the family. For example, “younger

sister” is “meéimei.”

77 207 didi

younger brother

:&7]{\ %U]JC\ meimei

younger sister

YA jigjie »

older sister

vl_ vl
V] 7] geége
older brother

% 45 mama

mother

FE A zifa
grandfather

grandmother
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Making introductions

Use these words to make introductions.

=

Zhe shi wo de laoshi. This is my teacher.

If you are introducing a friend or

family, you can omit the “de.” 53 7\% ;:Fy(‘ H);J K o
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Respect!

Confucianism is the name of the philosophy
that has shaped Chinese culture since around 300 BCE.
And when it comes to families, Confucianism is all
about respect.

Family lore
“Filial piety” is considered one of the
greatest virtues of Confucianism. It
Xiao means, in general terms, love and
filial piety respect for parents and ancestors.

Confucius says...
Here are some of Confucius’s rules
for filial piety:

Take care of your parents

Don’t be rebellious

Show love, respect, and support

Display courtesy

Uphold fraternity among brothers
Wisely advise your parents

Carry out sacrifices after their death

Confucius was born in c. 551 BCE
and was a social philosopher

whose teachings have influenced
Kong ftizi Confucius East Asian life for 2,000 years.
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Hierarchy

The Confucian hierarchy within families means that family members
lower down in the hierarchy show filial piety to those above them.
Grandad is top dog, and littlest sister is on the bottom rung.

N
Test yourself UEEEEEEES I NN = zufu
on the Chinese
names for family /NS RwAYREEEREE- -0 - EEREE zumu
members (from

i page 48). O, NSO, N o - T baba

mama
In the same way that ‘j] ‘jj ........... &e&e
children call their parents AES V4 < q.
“Mom” and “Dad,” in % ﬁ?? """""" didi
China this extends to the
whole family. If you are ‘ﬁﬂ‘ﬁﬂ """""" jiejie
“little sister,” that is what ) )
your family often calls you. ﬁ*ﬁ* ----------- meimel

Ancestor worship

Although these rules were set more than 2,000 years ago,
Confucian beliefs are ingrained into Chinese culture and affect
family relationships to the present day. One of the most
noticeable aspects is ancestor worship.

e T
Ancestor worship includes &
burning incense and making
offerings to the deceased of
food and other things, even a
toothbrush and slippers, to use
in the afterlife.
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-y Conversation

track 16

practice 2

Test yourself on what you have learned

in this section.

Q.

A.

52 All About Me

Can you translate this conversation
into Chinese?

@ Where do you come from?
@ I'm British.

© This is my teacher.

@ She is Chinese.

Here it is in Chinese.
O 1R 2R E A
Ni shi nd gu6 rén?
@ KL REA,
W6 shi Yingguorén.

© X T R HZIF,

Zheé shi wo de laoshi.

IR S E NG

Ta shi Zhongguodrén.



Q.

Can you translate these phrases
into Chinese?

© | am American.

@ She is Canadian.

© This is my friend.

@ This is her younger sister.
© This is his older brother.

Here are the correct translations.

0 A& XEA
W6 shi Méiguorén.

0 % mE kA
Ta shi Jianadarén.

© i KM A
Zhe shi w0 péngyou.

© X ST R EgIRIK,
Zhe shi ta de meimei.

© X Mg,
Zhe shi ta de gege.
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' NUMBERS

“YNumbers 1-10

Learning numbers 1-10

is one of the most useful and simple

lessons of Chinese. Once you know

them, you will be able to:

e count higher

e say the date

e |earn the vocabulary for the
months of the year...

e ... and the days of the week

o tell the time

e find out the cost of things

=

afh»
g A

shuzi
number
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Writing numbers

When you write numbers, imagine you are writing on a
grid of equal-sized squares. Remember to write strokes

from top to bottom, and left to right.

y1 6 A liu
one PAN six

wo 7 B

two seven
th ree 8 . elght
sl 9 jin
four nine
wl 1 shi
five o ten




M t's simple math

TO count from 10-99, you build on the numbers

1-10. There are two simple rules to follow:

* If a number comes after 10 (+), you add it to 10.

* If a number comes before 10 (), you times it by 10.

How it works...

2 (=) after 10 (1),

— shier 12 so that means 10 + 2
. . ) 2 (=) before 10 (1),
— ershi 20 so that means 2 X 10
2 (=) after and before
ershier 22 10 (1), so that means

(2 x 10) + 2

Q. What are these numbers?
=t i
T 75 T\

8L FSF €91 T0E'T .v
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100 plus

The same rule applies when you go over 100. But, before
you can do that, you need to know these words.

How it works
The larger numbers string together in much the same way, with the
above words for 10, 100, 1,000, etc. acting as “stops.”

E_Eﬁ']“ (3x100) + (5%10) = 350

sanbaiwtshi
ﬁ. ' EQE (5%1,000) + (4x100) = 5,400
wugqiansibai
7N Z 6 x 10,000 = 60,000
litwan

’b Ei 2; 7 X 1,000,000 = 7,000,000

gibdiwan
Numbers 57



“~YNumber rules

track 19
There are a couple of things about

numbers it is worth pointing out now.

Measure words

In Chinese, you need a measure word between a number and a noun.
You can’t just say “one person,” you have to say “one something of
person.” Most Chinese measure words have no direct translation into
English, although the concept is similar to “two plots of land,” “two
pinches of salt,” “four head of cattle.”

/\ The toneless “ge” is by far the most
' ge common measure word. You can use this

for most things. If in doubt, use “ge.”

Number Measure Noun Meaning
A\
‘ﬁv‘ ] /\ five people
wi ge rén
= P A
- ] 7';‘ éi three CDs
san ge guangpan

this one too.

jk ;]% five books

bén sha

“Bén” is the measure b -
ben word used for books. .~ =
Try to remember ¢
wu
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Tricky number two

The number two is, err, “er”—we know that. However, if we are
saying “two of something,” we say “lidng” instead of “er.”

%‘55 /\éaau \wi v

lidng ge jinianpin
Two souvenirs

y=
A~ B AT F
lidng ge zixingche
Two bicycles

Q. Say how many there are of each thing

Use a measure word and “lidng” where necessary.

1 shii books 2 pengyou frlends

noA8uad a8 ues 'z mys uq Suer ‘| 'v Numbers 59



-y What'’s the date?

track 20
In Chinese, you use numbers t
say the days of the week and months of the year.

Days of the week

O g_‘i’- ,;Et}] — Monday T

Xmgqryi Flnone dentist New words
(2) Lj:EZ_ ,;Et _—__ Tuesday
xingqier

(3) E_,ﬁ — Wednesday

—

xingqisan

© F H vy Thursday [

Xmgdqisi mail birthda \y Ca rd To make a year date, you
o . simply put the number
S £ —;EI:}E] /1. Friday of the year before “nian,”
Xingqiwi e.g., 2007 is 2007 “nién.”
(6 Lﬂ:EZ_ ,ﬁ:ﬂ 5~ Saturday To make a day date,
xingqiliu on vacation' you put the number of
the day before “hao,”
(7] E_ ,;EI:}E] i Sunday e.g., the 25th is 25 “hao.”
xingqitian

Only Sunday is
different. A day off
from numbers!
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ceeceecececcececeoecoceeeEo

Months of the year

A A A A

yue yue yue yue
January February March April
1 2 3 4
yue yue yue yue
May June July August
5 6 7 8
yue yue yue yue
September  October November December
9 10 11 12

Now make a date

In Chinese, the year goes first, then the month, then the day. This
follows a general grammatical rule of Chinese: “least specific, to
most specific.”

Wednesday, October 3, 2007

erlinglingqi nién, shiyue, sanhao,  xIngqgisan
2007 October 3rd Wednesday
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track 21

Birthday party *

TI' aditionally, Chinese people have not
made a big deal about birthdays. Today, however,<k

especially in the cities, they celebrate them with a

cake and a party.
=
H '
dIIN e
; Shengri kuaile!

Happy birthday!




How old are you?

There are two ways of asking this question in Chinese:

VL ET 2mskTy X

Ni ji sui le? Ni duo da le?
How old are you? How old are you?
Use this when you Use this for adults
are addressing a and children.

child under 10.

To answer the question, you say: *

ﬁXX 5' o WO Xxxsui. I'm xx years old.

*

>
ey
-_

' #:u\ﬁ;‘\"i’
";\ -

*..,‘1-_-:-1 i
S ey 3
R 5

-

"



x
Slgns of the

areyouaTat,apig oradragon?

ROF R R R %
\/

[

QO ¢

—

,33 =
(0),4 TIGER RABBIT DRAGON SNAKE

1912 1913 1914 1915 1916 1917
1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929
1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941
1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953
1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965

l‘A_J“i'.
& N>

1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977
1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
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Each year
* starts in late
January/February,
depending on the
Moon’s cycle. If you

* are born in January,
you may fall into
I the previous
year.

The year you were born determines your sign of the

zodiac in Chinese astrology. Look up your sign and

then find out what you're like on the next page...

S

HORSE SHEEP MONKEY ROOSTER DOG

1918 1919 1920 1921 1922
1930 1931 1932 1933 1934
1942 1943 1944 1945 1946
1954 1955 1956 1957 1958
1966 1967 1968 1969 1970
1978 1979 1980 1981 1982
1990 1991 1992 1993 1994
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018




2

Rats are charming, quick-witted,
and make loyal friends—once
you let people get to know you.
You are organized and honest,
and you prefer to live by your
own rules.

tiger

Tigers are born leaders. You

are often respected for your
courage and you are good at
standing up for what you
believe in. However, you need
to be careful not to be too bossy!

dragon
long

You are full of life—enthusiastic

and popular. You are intelligent,
gifted, and a perfectionist, but
these qualities can make you
intolerant of others. Watch out

for being too harsh with people.

(0) ¢

nid

You are a born leader and
inspire confidence in all who
know you. Being conservative
and methodical, you find it
hard to let your hair down,
but you are good at most
things you turn your hand to.

rabbit
tu

You are a warm, cozy type

of person, affectionate and
obliging. However, you get
too sentimental and can seem
superficial. Being cautious
and conservative, you make

a good negotiator and you are
the first to sort out arguments.

0;9 snake

G/ shé
Wise, charming, and romantic,
you are a deep thinker and
full of intuition. Try not to be
stingy with money, and always

strive to keep your sense of
humor about life.




horse

ma

You are very hard-working
and independent. You are not
easily led and are intelligent
and friendly. You can be
prone to showing off, but
you are generally well-liked
by everyone.

monkey
hou
Witty and intellligent, you have
a magnetic personality and are
always well-liked. The monkey,
however, must guard against

being an opportunist and finds
it hard to trust other people.

X e

gou
Dogs make very loyal, faithful,
and honest friends—a dog
will never let you down. You
are a worrier though, and
overcritical, but your bark is
worse than your bite.

2  sheep
: U yang

Except for having a knack

for putting your foot in your
mouth, the sheep is excellent
company. You are elegant and
artistic, but can be viewed as
a bit of a whiner, so try not to
complain too much!

= rooster
5N

The rooster is hard-working,
shrewd, and good at making
decisions. You speak your
mind. You like looking good,
and can be extravagant
sometimes. Watch out for
seeming boastful.

5

You are always good company,
an intellectual with a strong
sense of purpose. You are
sincere and honest, but

pig

zht

because you expect the same
from others, you can be naive.



(-y Conversation
m** practice 3

Test yourself on what you have learned in

this section.

Can you translate this conversation
® into Chinese?

© Happy birthday!
@ Thank you!

© How old are you?
Q | am 14.

A' Here it is in Chinese.
© £ H kKR!

Shengri kuaile!
e it 4!
Xiexie!
© "% K772
Ni duo da le?
o KtTmwW%,
W shisi sul.
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Q.

Can you translate these numbers
and phrases into Chinese?

54

2,500

May 29, 1971
7 people

2 books

QOO

Here are the correct translations.

0 i|+w
wushisi

e —_+1%
ergianwubai

© —/Lk—F, A

— =4

—T 5,
yIjitiqiyl nian, wiyue
ershijiti hao.

0 Lt /)NA

di ge rén

e # AP

liang bén sha
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' WEATHER

- Seasons

track 23

China is the fourth biggest country
in the world, only slightly smaller than the US; the
climate in the south and north differs hugely.

The climate

In the south, it is subtropical and the land is fertile and green.
In the northern winter, the temperature rarely rises above
freezing, and basketball courts are turned into ice-skating rinks.
Between the various extremes, the weather is continental and
shows marked seasonal differences.

| loftent
|

Jrumgie

- ese"g
7aklg Makan o
(7



The four seasons

Nature puts on some dazzling seasonal displays in China,
especially where the seasons are more extreme.

=,
chiintian xiatian
spring summer

o e 4. @_L_.?._ i\ r”‘ Pt
ﬁk 71:\ qlutlan i dongt1an
fall winter

-




-y Weather words

track 24 ) )
Talklng about the weather is

an international ice-breaker.

Wow! It’s hot!

There is a simple way to exclaim
about extreme weather conditions:

KT !

Tai re le!
It’s boiling!

R T

Tai léng le!
It’s freezing!

Using tai ... le
By using these two little words around a variety of adjectives
you can exclaim about things.

/%\ k T ' Tai da le! It's huge!
/L\% T ‘ Tai hdo le! That’s great!
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Describing the weather
Here are the words for different types of weather.

windy

rainy

hot

cold

snowy

xia xué
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' TRANSPORTATION

“Vroom!

track 25
FI' om crowded Beijing buses to express trains

that zoom across China’s vast countryside, every mode

of transportation is available in China.

To learn the words for
different vehicles, first che
you need to know this

vehicle
general word:

Breakdown

The table below shows how the meanings of the characters for
vehicles break down. Try and guess the meanings of the words in
the final column. Answers on the opposite page.

Word Pinyin Meaning New word

Add “che” E] //ﬁ“ zixing by oneself EJ /f'j‘ .i_F_
* K hug fire X %=

§ . -
A 4 vapor A E
— < . N
Mo S5 songgong public 30T
R ﬁ ﬁﬂ_ chiza for rent ﬂ;,' 7]?}]_ ,é'L fr_

Put these ’EA fei fly

together: .
cosher L J machine

-
&
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2 -
B AT %
zixingche

bicycle

\/’Lfr_

gonggongq1che

fmmms: bus
th A2 F
chtiztigiche
taxi
AL
fiT
airplane
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(Y Buying a ticket

track 26

Y ou need to buy a ticket, the ticket seller doesn’t speak
English, and there is a line of people behind you.
Don’t panic!

New words

.........................................................................

Z@ xidng  to want %‘i— piao ticket
3£ mai to buy *% qu togo

Station
clock

Learn to say what
time you need
your ticket for.

Add didn to a
number to say

N g
“o’clock” and ) & _ & ;I
//d-v b\ Ilt /A o
lan ban- 1o san dian san didn ban

say “half past.” 3 o’clock 3:30

dian  o’clock
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KREEXZE, KT,

wo xidng madi piao. Qu Béijjing.

| want to buy
a ticket to Beijing.

Beijing Railroad Station opened in the 1950s
and merges traditional and fifties architecture.

Add however
many fen
(minutes)

to make
other times

san didn érshi fen san didn sishiwu fen
3:20 3:45

Q. Look at the clock and answer
the question in Chinese.

What time is it? B o - =T
S B 7
]1 d1an le7 WELCOME TO SHANGHAI

O€:v ueq urIp IS "l"\é’ 5 Y
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() Askmg the way

track 27

Even if you're in China with

a tour group, you'll want to
venture out on your own.

Here’s how to ask the way:.

(e 79 o 1 .} kA

ﬂ-A""u LT O O

fandian restaurant
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Practice time

Find the teahouse by following
the instructions for the red trail.

Yizhi zdu.

Réanhou you zhudn, ranhou zud zhuan.
Qing wen,
L Chéagudn zai youbian.
S zhudn 8 Y
chdguadn zai nar?
to turn

chdgudn

@ @ teahouse

& %1
= | 18 JE
Q. Give directions...
Now give directions yourself, for the man fandian
to follow the blue trail to the restaurant. restaurant

*M3] @Y} UO S| Jueine)}sal 3Y| ‘Y3| uayl ‘peaye ybiens uayy ‘ybiy
"URIqONZ TRZ URIPUER "URNYZQNZ NQUUEI NQZ IYZIA NQUUEY "URIqNOX

TR HTEY ¥E— Y TEV
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() Questions

track 28
Here are two ways to ask a question in Chinese.

ity

The little word “ma” "3 is all you need to
make questions. Simply add it to a statement,
and it makes the statement into a question.

{{@i\h jb ?\— o He is going to

Ta qu Béijing. Beijing.

'HL i\b jb /‘f\ U’% ? Is he going to
Ta qu Béijing ma? Beijing?

V= > )

G fr— JJ} /TI:T'_ Z; 3& o The bus stop is
Qichézhan zai zudbian. on the left.

\k } ~

G :Z-F— J\}J' /E _]; 31 \7_;_5 ? Is the bus stop
Qichézhan zai zudbian ma? on the left?

Gt

Q. Turn this statement
into a question.

= >
NEAREFILT,
Gonggonggqiché qu Béijing.
The bus is going to Beijing.

Zbulliag o1 Buiob snq ayy s| ;ew 3ullieg nb ayob3uo33uon

. \A, Y);,\ \ 7 \7 L]
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2 B 00 | ) That’s not a Chinese word, but it sounds like
° ®/ one: “bi1” ~, meaning “not” or “no.” If you
put “bu” between two repeated words, (e.g.,

qu meaning “to go”) it makes a question.

ﬂ/,J/J'\ % Z: % : Niqu bt qu? Are you going?

And you answer the question

Chinese doesn't

by repeating the verb.
have words for ‘“yes”
and “no.” This is a way i\h ’ .
of saying “yes” or A I'm going. /Yes.
“no” too. Qu
Z: i\b o I’'m not going. /No.
Bu qu.

Q. Answer this question (using “madi” R meaning “to buy”).

’T;]/"\ ;’; Z: ;’; ? Are you going to buy it?

Ni mai bu mai?

The exception

You don’t use “bu1” between the verb for “to have,” which is “yéu”
(pronounced “yd”). Instead you use “méi” X to make the negative.

%‘ ,9\ 7;]‘ ? YOu méi ydu? Have you got one?

%‘ o You. | have one. /Yes
‘/9‘\; ﬁ o Meéi you. I haven't got one. /No
'ON TRWNG + 3¢} CSOA TRW 3¢ oy fmmmnn
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Getting around

China has the third largest rail network in the world, the
most bicyclists, more airplanes taking off by the day, and

a fast evolving network of roads.

Bicycles

There are 300 million bicycles being
ridden around in China—33 bikes
to every one car. Bike sales are
decreasing, however, as more and
more people can afford cars.

The pedicab

The famous rickshaw has been
phased out in China and replaced
by the pedicab.

Traffic

The traffic in Beijing and many
other Chinese cities is congested
and slow-moving. Trucks, buses,
cars, taxis, bicycles, pedicabs, and
minibuses clog the roads.

% diiche
traffic jam
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Hard seat—the seats are Hard-sleeper—these cars
upholstered but they are are made up of doorless
cramped and uncomfortable. compartments. Each one

This is the cheapest option. contains six beds in three tiers.
Hard sleeper tickets are the
first to sell out for long trips.

5%

yingzuo yingwo

By train
For visitors, train
travel provides a great
opportunity to meet
Chinese people as well as

Soft seat_these | take in the beautiful scenery. JE-pe» eeper—

comfortable seats There are four (?hffe.rent this is the most
levels of seating in

have lots of leg- ; : luxurious option.
room and are ideal for Chinese trains. The beds are
relatively short trips. comfortable, with four

per compartment. It is also the
most expensive choice.

ruanzuo ZLFK E]\ ruanwo
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(- Conversation
m* practice 4

Test yourself on what you have learned in

this section.

Can you translate this conversation
® into Chinese?

@ | would like to buy a ticket
to Beijing.

@ What time are you going?
© Four o’clock.

® That's fine.

A. Here it is in Chinese.

0 XAXEELILN,
W0 xidng madi piao qu Béijing.
@ {RJL2& K7
Niji didn qu?
e ‘Zg /‘\5\ (e}
S1 didn.
© 47T,

Hao le.
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Q.

Can you translate these into
Chinese?

Excuse me.

Go straight ahead.

Are you going?

What time is it?

6:45.

QOO

Here are the correct translations.

0 177,
Qing wen.

@ —H &,
Yizhi zou.

® RET&2/ =752
Ni qu bu qu?/ Ni qu ma?

@ JLaT7?

Ji dian le?

A L By A

Lit didn sishiw fen.
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"2 roop
) Place settings

Chmese place settmgs can confuse a foreigner,

and the other way around. So here’s a rough guide.
cha | camiemmen dao
fork i knife

k30

7] X dao-cha knife and fork

Hard or easy?

Yong kuaizi hén nan.
nan hard Using chopsticks is hard.




Chinese style

You use chopsticks to take bite-size morsels of food from a selection

of different dishes. The bowl often holds plain rice, which you also
eat with chopsticks. You use the spoon to eat soup.

BT
= 0
B =
. kuaizi
wan chopsticks
bowl

shaozi
spoon

e 28 B

A BETIRES,
Yong kuaizi hén rongyi.
Using chopsticks is easy.

Food 87
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Don’t flip the fish!

Chinese people are masters at making
you feel welcome. And a meal is a favorite way to show
hospitality. Follow this guide to etiquette so you know the

do’s and don’ts of a meal in China.

» Gleguette s

.,/*%1/{?/@;/(1/‘// be (}/Lc’(/yoﬂﬂ fost SQAYS SO- /{/m/ dont be
J«//)/%f(f@{ %;/ozx/(« éoef/ﬁ Cco7? f/}zanms(téﬁ wurges you lo- f{y (%Mé

aﬁ;/&—ﬁ/éf S //zaéz{zy» SULC YO are lathern care 9f, not

/g/‘(f&w/‘/'/(z% you.

6)0/7%4'//%/7[ the host orn hocw Qyom/ h f//f}()a// 8. (74&1‘/ ke
at fome, this é{}l///lé’[le)’(f( your host. Also, be bold and
Say with conoiction S ane /Z(yJ/)y (o matke y()()a//vk/mé@ >
C - C [¢
07 “{/ﬁ(/‘/ very welcome.”

HDor {/7/) overt ((z/ﬂsr/z Lo-eal the meal on the other side.
This is because Gd/z/}wf{z/z(fo/géf/ belreoe la/’m'/(zy (I/«f/z

resembles a boal ((//J//Z//(iy

Avodd. Aff(zﬂ/g%y()///:sg’ thern «yzzc/aff/zk@uz‘a/%{)?y 7%
best lo stop ealig y/ﬂc/zm(//y/. Jeave a //Z//{f/é{)ﬁ/ and
A tnfo—L1his means /%mz///om are S‘ﬂféﬁfa// ared that the

Lost 4{&5‘%/00{&&/ 6[//%)4{75 od.
Do poure 474//1@/0/ /Jm\/géf/ SULNG 1€t (0ol

«,%/70/‘(’/6’4//%& é////)&, and olter mealtime rotses—1these
are considered. d‘,O///{aé‘/((yé;%/)/'K(ZZ[[(.O/Z/.

R




Table plan

Tables are often round. The seating
is arranged in order of status. The
host sits facing the door, with guest
1 on his right, and guest 2 on his
left. The co-host usually sits nearest
to the door, with guests 3 and 4
around him or her. Status is often
decided by age.

Chopstick no-nos

¢ Don’t dig into the food on a plate; just pick up
the piece that you want.

® Don't let your chopsticks be covered with food
juice or residue.

e Don't spear things with your chopsticks.

e Don’t put chopsticks vertically in rice in a bowl,
since it resembles the incense sticks for the dead.

How to hold chopsticks
e T— '-F""....
. —a _A\—-

Useful phrases
...to try out at your next Chinese meal.

wo ziji lai I'll help myself

woO chibdaole I'm full @
track 31

hén hdo chi It’s delicious!

Food 89



Live to eat!

track 32

ThlS i1s a popular saying in southern China—
and Chinese food is succulent and incredibly varied. Here

are some food words, just for starters.

miantido
noodles

rou
meat

Jt
chicken

\ (F5) 75

(kdo) ya
(roast) duck
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w7 Rk Rt

kuangquéanshui ﬁ“@ ~ cha gudzhi
mineral water .~ tea . fruit juice

R

'-.

And some drinks.

dianxin
dim sum

% F

jidozi
dumplings

Food 91



- At a restaurant

track 33

Next time you're in a Chinese restaurant, try

impressing everyone by ordering the food in Chinese.

New words

restaurant

ARG

zai fandian
at a restaurant

Many Beijing restaurants
are pretty sophisticated. All
over China, though, you
can find noisy and informal
restaurants that are great
places to get a bite to eat.




Waiter. Please can
| have the menu?

IR R, mARFEHL,

Fawuyuéan. Qing géi wo caidan.

&)

N> E’ .q;l— N

X AR F

Zhe shi caidan.
% G N

Ni xidng chi shénme?

Here’s the menu.
What would you like?

| would like
some dumplings.

A AT

W6 xidng chi jidozi.

That was
delicious.

HRAF L

Hén hao chi.
May | have the

check, please?

LY

Qing géi wo mdidan.

. - . Food 93
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(-} Conversation
=t practice 5

Test yourself on what you have learned in

this section.

Can you translate this conversation
® into Chinese?

Waiter!

Hello. What would you like to eat?
I'd like some noodles.

OK.

Thank you. These are delicious!

A. Here it is in Chinese.

(1 }]E\%\ ﬁ ' Fawuyuan!

,T/—»ﬁ% /UUD/H‘ Ap

Ni hdo. N1 x1ang chi shénme?

© KB Ldm %

W0 xidngyao miantido.
© %o Hao.
© Uit . RIFrC,

Xiexie. Hén hao chi.

QDO0OO®O
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Q.

Can you translate these into
Chinese?

I’'m vegetarian.

I’'ll help myself.

I’'m full.

Using chopsticks is hard.

QOO

Using chopsticks is easy.

Here are the correct translations.

WO chi su.
e &k gk,
W ziji 14i.

Y 2
© KL T,
W6 chi bao le.

© A TR,
Yong kuaizi hén nan.
© kT %5,

Yong kuaizi hén rongyi.
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' HOBBIES

“Fun and games
Aside from learning Chinese,

you may have other hobbies. Look down this list of

popular pastimes and choose some you enjoy.

B 2R
wangqiu
tennis

\ FER

W zuqia
soccer

skate boarding
96 Hobbies



S - . W2 ~
T R mE FIAFX
ting yinyue kan sha xuéxi Zhongwén
listening to music reading learning Chinese

S SEIWIN

hén hdao wanr! =T

lots of fun! L'I\LJ\
huahua
painting

i
youyong

swimming

| e — - B e = N N
SEL ,;, "E]A /7]4
(A = huédbing
huaxué ice-skating
skiing
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(-)

track 36

Find a Chinese-speaking friend if you can and practice

chatting about things you like, love, and don’t like.

New words

how about you?

= Y s
;,I‘%Q = X ;}T W] };‘k o
W6 xihuan dd wanggqiu.
| like tennis.

You add “bu” A~ before the verb to make a
sentence negative.

5 3 .
RINERIT R R,
W6 bu xihuan da wéanggqiu.
| don't like tennis.

| don't like...
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. To say that you “also” like something else,
| also like... you slip “y&” 4L in before the verb.

~ 4 ,L, =
AL B IE R,
W6 yé xthuan huabdn.
| like skateboarding too.

&&ﬁﬁﬁﬂ%o

W6 yé xihuan ting yinyue.
| like listening to music too.

How about If you want to ask someone else if they like
you? something, you simply say “ni ne?” /%% ?

RERITIER, HR?

W6 xihuan dd wanggiu. Ni ne?
| like tennis. How about you? '

W )
j&‘ 4 If you like another person

exclusively, here’s how to say
“Ilove you” in Chinese.
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(-) Table tennis
e and Mahjong

T'raditional pastimes are alive

and kicking all over China.

Martial arts

Many different forms of martial art have developed

over the past 2,000 years and the styles are quite
distinctive. Each style offers self-defense, improved
health, and self-cultivation.

At 6 a.m. in
Shanghai
V. many people
» ﬁﬁi start the day
-7 with tai chi.
ia

E taijiquan
j‘\ 7}& j’g& Tai] ccll'ni

Table tennis

Table tennis is one of the biggest sports in China
today, played by an estimated 200 million players.
The table tennis tables in village squares are a popular
place to hang out and practice, and maybe dream of
one day becoming an Olympic star...

A general
term for
Chinese
martial arts:

A, 7}‘\wﬁshi1

100 Hobbies
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Mahjong is as popular as ever in China.
The game has complex rules and can turn
into marathon sessions! It is always
accompanied by a loud “click-clacking”
noise as the tiles knock against each other.

Chinese chess

Xiangqi (Chinese chess) is one of the most
popular board games in China. This highly
strategic game was played as early as the
4th century BCE and is similar to chess
played in the West; a real mental battle.

xiéngqi

Chinese Opera

Chinese Opera is more than a
thousand years old. Instruments
accompany the acting, which

is based on gestures

and footwork to express
actions such as riding a
horse or opening a door.
The actors’ elaborate makeup
defines their roles.

Jingju
Beijing Opera

(one of many
different forms)




-y What’s hot?

track 38

What's hot in China today? Kids are doing the same thing

from Times Square to Tiananmen Square.

Shanghai I ~
Shanghai is China’s city of dreams. Full of N :
new ideas and cutting-edge culture, it is the /

fastest growing city in the world. A 24-hour Shanehsi
city, Shanghai is wide awake at every hour. anghat
It seethes with energy and noise.

Y

Shanghai

i
-
|
-

Olympics

The 2008 Olympics to be held in Beijing will bring
Chinese national pride to fever pitch. It is set to
start at 8 o’clock, on August 8, 2008—

8 is a lucky number in China.

— oo
BRying 2002
99 ]fF] Z‘é _/Z\_,\ Aoyuinhui

OOOOO A Olympics

102 Hobbies



. The internet

The internet is hot! Blogs, podcasts, text
messaging, music downloads... 100 million
people are net users, but there are relatively
few home computers. People meet up with
friends at their local internet cafe.

shang wang
surfing the net

Tourism

Chinese people are traveling in ever-
increasing numbers around their own
country and abroad.

yilu ping’an
Have a good trip!

Chinese idol

As in the West, Chinese kids love pop music. “Cantopop” is the name of
a popular genre. They also listen to rap, heavy metal, and punk music.
A Chinese version of “American Idol” (called “Supergirl Contest”) has

‘s been arecent huge hit—with 400 million viewers.

¥ Li Yuchun (center) was
the 21-year-old winner of

J the “Supergirl Contest”
i in 2006.




-) Slang

track 39
Mandarm, like any language, is evolving. New

slang is invented all the time, and words enter the
language as foreign influence broadens. Here are

some commonly used “new” words.

Lots of these words have been adopted since 1978
following the government’s “open door policy.”
There has been a period of reform in China since
then, as China opened up to Japan and the West.

Exclamations!

i ku!
]ﬁ\j cool!

7 A
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Pastimes

ﬁ}]ﬂfj Bb bengdi dance party
J: V)(] Ip}/]"' }i fi};i?ggéng online chatting
’F‘ %j_ OK kalaOK karaoke

) A yujia

% ,J’L'\ ji}j{ gao’érfaqiu

kele
cola
kafei
coffee
gali
curry
pai

pie
bisa
pizza
hanbdo
hamburger
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() Conversation
"** practice 6

Test yourself on what you have learned in

this section.

Can you translate this conversation
® into Chinese?
© | like swimming. How about you?

@ | don't like swimming.
| like soccer.

© 1 also like tennis.

@ Tennis is fun.

A‘ Here it is in Chinese.

O RERIHR, IRR?
W6 xithuan yéuyong. Ni ne?
@ R B I,
W6 bt xthuan yéuyong.
S N
RE R RIK,
W6 xithuan zuaqia.
© KA Z R MK,
W6 yé xthuan wanggqid.
0 RIRIRIFITIL ,

Wénggqiu hén hdo wanr.
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Q.

Can you translate these phrases
into Chinese?

To learn Chinese

Have a good trip!

| love you.

The Olympics

QO0OO®O

Surfing the net

Here are the correct translations.
0 ¥ 3 ¥
xuéxi Zhongwén
0 —J%-F &
y1 lu ping’an!
© 3% & IR
WO ai ni!
© fLiz 4
Aoyunhui
e X

shang wdng

Hobbies 107



-)Beijing

There are many magnificent monuments

to see in China’s cities, especially in the capital city, Beijing.

What do you want to
do in Beijing?

@ /éE ;]b »‘? /TJ\ AUN 'ﬁi/ﬂ‘

Zai Béijing ni xidng zuo shénme?

‘ A Trip to China



W6 xidng kan...

| want to see...

Chéangchéng
the Great wall ' e

T Gugong
_m_ the Forbidden City

f@é? ij%

Tian’anmén Guangchang
Tiananmen Square

Some useful phrases

= A ﬁ— W, Please can you say
Qing ni zai shuod. It again.

jlf(‘ vﬁ* j: ‘]‘% 0 | don’t understand.

W0 ting bt dong.

’f Bl 9% LY Do you speak English?
Ni shuo yingwén ma?




¢y A day in the country

track 42
Whether you enjoy climbing mountains, hanging out at

the beach, or cruising down a river, there is lots to see and

do in China’s countryside.

.- morning
This might help =
you remember
the characters
for “morning”
and “afternoon.” afternoon

under noon

‘ A Trip to China



| 5%k,

Shangwl women p4 shan.
Thls mornmg we are

AL

| R A5 5,

Shangwl women qi ma.
This morning we are
going horse riding.

’FJF%MJ%@I\O

Xiawt women qu hdibian.
This afternoon we are
-1 going to the beach.

T4 AT ARG,

Xiawu women zuo chuéan.
This afternoon we are
taking a boat.
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(-) At the market

track 43
Here are some of the things you can find

in China’s colorful and varied markets.

Make a sentence

Finish the sentence by
choosing something to buy.

W6 qu shichdng mdi...

I'm going to the {
market to buy... &

. R

sizhipin

S v I souvenirs

éE', /oo v | jinianpin

-
I ¢ ew
gongyipin

crafts
112 A Trip to China



If you put the words

for “to buy” and ‘“to 5)—
N+

sell” next to each X

other, you get the

word for “business.”

e
4
e

mdi mai mdimai
to buy to sell business

xiézi
shoes

92 dlanq}
¥ electrical goods

R L

clothes

557 AR

taoci ylshu
ceramics
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¢y How to bargain

track 44

At a Chinese market you are expected to bargain.

It is part of buying something.

Two phrases 2 ) A D
These two phrases y '/ éﬁ% :
are all you need for

duoshdo gian?

successful bargaining.

It’s too
expensive!

KT

tai gui le!

Chinese money

One unit of Chinese currency is a “yuan.” People often say
“kuai” as well as “yuan,” which means the same thing.

A 10-yuan bill

114 A Trip to China




Bargaining tips
Bargaining is an art, \
and if you are good

at it you can get u Look around the market and choose what You
good deals. It want £o buy.

requires play-acting —
on both sides. 2) Adc b price. duoshdo qidn?

SJ I\C\you think it is cl«emF) don'f show it. Pretend
You are surprised by how expensive it is.

tai gui le! The initial price offered by the seller is usually
AT LEAST $0% over the general price.

Qj Throw out a low price, I/Sth of the one given bj
the seller. Have a loij smile on Your face when You

gk BUORY RN AN ALK KL AT AN
o [ || 1 -

T i 1
'-ll-l]-*-l..'.l]ll.'.'!'l]l!ll

Sn\tj it. C§mi|inj nlwmjs L\€|PS when bm’jmininj.)

9 The seller may Fre’cend o be annoyed and Fre’cend
not to want o cell it. TF this MFFenS) wallc
away, you will MSWAIU be called back .

Sellers often have ) From then on, only ift your price by 5% at

a large calculator time. You should be able to buy at half the price
that you can pass of the first price gven.

between you with
your bids.

it

jin jin jijiao

to bargain over every ounce
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©)» Lunar New Year

track 45
The oldest and most important festival in China is the

Spring Festival, more commonly known in the West as

Lunar New Year or Chinese New Year.

When is Chinese
New Year?

Like other Chinese festivals, the
new year is determined by the
lunar calendar so the date of
the holiday varies from late
January to mid February.

It is on the
day of the

second new Moon
after the winter
solstice.

Timetable of events

A few days before: Houses are
thoroughly cleaned (to sweep away bad
C él luck), debts repaid, hair cut, and new an
clothes bought. Chinese people believe
the new year must start cleanly, or it
may continue in the way it begins...
Doors are decorated with vertical scrolls
prosperous of characters on red paper (like the ones you are
on this page). Red is a lucky color.

116 A Trip to China
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On New Year’s Eve a reunion dinner
is held where members of the family, near and
far, get together to celebrate. The dinner is a
sumptuous meal and dumplings (thought to
resemble gold nuggets) are eaten. Most people
stay up until midnight, when firecrackers and
fireworks are lit, to scare away evil spirits.

New Year’s Day is spent visiting

neighbors, family, and friends. Red
packages containing “lucky money” are
given by married relatives to unmarried
junior members of the household. A dragon or

lion dance troupe may perform to drive out : Jr
bad spirits. \

yanhuo
i The 15th Day is a public holiday. fireworks
| The New Year’s holiday lasts seven days in

Mainland China, but the festival traditionally
lasts till the 15th day of the lunar month and
ends with the “Lantern Festival.” Here, houses
are decorated with colorful lanterns and people
eat special food.

= TN
y 7 e R
’ Xinnian kuaile!
Happy New Year!



Festival!

There are other major festivals in China.

Qing Ming
This is a day that Chinese people spend

remembering and honoring their ancestors,
and is sometimes called Tomb-Sweeping Day.

7 B4

Qing Ming

¢\ Paper gifts are burned as
- - : ~ offerings for the departed.

Mid-Fall Festival

This festival happens during the full Moon closest to the fall equinox.
At this time the Moon is at its fullest and brightest—the best time to
celebrate the abundance of the summer’s harvest. Everyone eats
mooncakes and family and friends get together to admire the harvest
Moon, lighting up the barbecue. Children often carry around brightly

colored lanterns. q:: *q » ot

Zhong qiu jié

Mooncakes are often
eaten in small slices
with a cup of tea.
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Dragon Boat Festival

This festival is celebrated yearly to commemorate the death of a
tamous Chinese poet, Qu Yuan, who drowned on the fifth day of
the fifth lunar month more than 2,000 years ago. The Dragon Boat
Festival is celebrated by boat races in which the boats are decorated
like dragons. Competing teams row their boats forward to a

drumbeat, racing to reach the finish line. ﬁm $ ek

Dtian w jié

The standard crew has 10 pairs of rowers, one drummer,
and one steerer.
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() Convgrsation
me® practice 7

Test yourself on what you have learned in

this section.

Can you translate this conversation
® into Chinese?

@ What are you doing today?

@ This morning | am going to
Tiananmen Square.

© This afternoon, | am going to the
market to buy some souvenirs.

A‘ Here it is in Chinese.

O 5 X AR BB 4.2
Jintian ni xidng zuo shénme?

@ F&HRERLI]
Shangwt wo qu Tian’anmén
J
Guangchdng.

© T AT %
Xiawl wo qu shichdng mdi
SRS da

jinianpin.
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Q.

Can you translate these into
Chinese?

How much is it?

It’s too expensive!

Please say it again.

| don’t understand.

QOO

Happy New Year!

Here are the correct translations.

0 % hik?

Dudshdo gian?

® Kx 7!

Tai gui le!

© 1R F i,

Qing ni zai shud.

O R IT I,

W6 ting bt dong.

© #TF b ik |

Xinnian kuai le!
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Useful words

Use this list of words as quick reference and

to improve your Chinese vocabulary.

afternoon



gonggonggqiche



péngyou
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Get talking CHINESE

READY . . . SET ... TAELK!
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