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A Note to Parents and Teachers

DK READERS is a compelling program for beginning 
readers, designed in conjunction with leading literacy experts, 
including Dr. Linda Gambrell, Professor of Education at 
Clemson University. Dr. Gambrell has served as president of 
the National Reading Conference and the College Reading 
Association, and has recently been elected to serve as 
president of the International Reading Association.

 Beautiful illustrations and superb full-color photographs 
combine with engaging, easy-to-read stories to offer a fresh 
approach to each subject in the series.

 Each DK READER is guaranteed to capture a child’s 
interest while developing his or her reading skills, general 
knowledge, and love of reading.

 The five levels of DK READERS are aimed at different 
reading abilities, enabling you to choose the books that are 
exactly right for your child:

Pre-level 1: Learning to read 
Level 1: Beginning to read 
Level 2: Beginning to read alone 
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Level 4: Proficient readers

 The “normal” age at which a child begins to read 
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 No matter which level you 
select, you can be sure that you are 
helping your child learn to read, 
then read to learn!
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Wagon Train advenTure
Sarah’s story takes place on the California Trail in 1849. During 
the 1800s, thousands of people from the eastern United States of 
America traveled west to California and Oregon, where land was 
cheap and the climate healthy. Many families sold everything they 
owned to pay for the trip west because they believed life would be 
better there. The journey took up to six months and was so hard 
that some people did not survive it. Turn to page 44 to see a map 
and a timeline, then let the story begin....

“My name is Sarah Hanson and I am 12 years old.  
My family comes from a quiet town in Ohio. We’ve sold our farm and 

bought a wagon so we can join the trail to 
California. Pa says we can afford a bigger farm 
there. Ma, Pa, and me are traveling with Pa’s 

best friend, Max Johnson. Cousin Joshua 
and Uncle Charles are also coming 
along. I’m a bit scared, but I’m also 

excited about seeing new places 
and having adventures.”

Look out for the DID YOU KNOW? facts on every page.
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  may 1849,
INDEPENDENCE, 

mISSOURI.

THE TOWN WaS FULL OF 
PEOPLE. mOST OF US WERE 
HEaDING WEST WITH THE 

WAGON TRAINS.

I COULDN’T BELIEVE  
my EyES WHEN I SaW...

...a HUGE INDIAN 
STaNDING OUTSIDE 

a STORE.

Words in bold appear in the glossary on page 45.



 �

EXCUSE ME, MISS?

a MOUNTAIN MAN 
waS talkIng to ME.

that aIn’t no 
rEal IndIan!

 

thIS hErE IS a 
rEal IndIan . 

 My VEry good frIEnd,  
tUM-SE-nE-ho. 

VEry plEaSEd to 
MEEt yoU, SIr. 

pa’S CallIng, 
I’VE got to go.

DID YOU KNOW?  Wooden statues were often placed outside stores.
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yoU ShoUld bE 
CarEfUl aroUnd 
MoUntaIn MEn, 

Sarah.

thEy Eat gRIZZly beARS 
for brEakfaSt... 

...and lIttlE gIrlS 
for dInnEr! 

takE no  
notICE, Sarah!

aS wE loadEd thE laSt 
of oUr SUpplIES...

...thErE waS ChEErIng    
farthEr Up thE StrEEt.

SoUndS lIkE thEy’VE 
ChoSEn a cApTAIN for 

oUr wagon traIn.

They were supposed to attract people into the store.
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they’Ve JUSt 
elected 
fatheR!

It waS my 
cOUSIn, JOShUa. 

hIS fatheR, chaRleS Reed, IS 
ma’S BROtheR. he waS an 

ImpORtant man BacK In OhIO.

thanK yOU, 
my fRIendS.

I am hOnORed tO lead yOU 
On the calIfORnIa tRaIl. 

I’ll maKe SURe we get 
theRe In RecORd tIme...

...wIth the help Of my 
tRUSty guide book!

pa and hIS fRIend max 
weRen’t pleaSed. they 

dIdn’t tRUSt Uncle chaRleS.

that’S wORRyIng, we’ll Be 
gUIded tO calIfORnIa...

DID YOU KNOW?  The people on the wagon trains were called emigrants.
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...By a BIg head 
wIth a BOOK!

we called OURSelVeS the 
calIfORnIa cOmpany.

BUt, lIKe eVeRyOne that 
yeaR, we Became KnOwn 
aS the FoRtY-NiNeRS.

In the fIRSt few weeKS, 
we had tO get USed tO...

...the wIde, Open SpaceS 
Of the pRaiRieS...

...the RaIn...

...and the wInd.

They were also known as settlers, pioneers, and overlanders.
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WE WERE OFTEN 
SOAKED TO  
THE SKIN...

...EXHAUSTED  
by THE lAcK  

OF REST...
...SORE FROM THE 
ROUGH GOING...

...AND UPSET WHEN OUR 
ANIMAlS DIED.

bUT AT THE END OF THE 
DAy, AFTER WE’D SET UP 
cAMP FOR THE NIGHT...

...I’D JUST SIT AND STARE 
UP AT THE STARS.

DID YOU KNOW?  When they camped at night, the wagons formed a circle.
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ARGHH!

lEAVE IT, MAX!

AT OUR FIRST bIG RIVER 
cROSSING, WE HAD TO USE  

A ROPE FERRY.

IT ONly TOOK 
ONE WAGON  
AT A TIME.

bUT UNclE 
cHARlES WAS  
IN A HURRy...

...SO HE PAID THE OWNER 
EXTRA TO TAKE TWO 
WAGONS AT ONcE.

THE ROPES bROKE...

...AND POOR  
MR. WEbER NEARly 

DROWNED.

THIS IS 
cHARlES’S 

FAUlT!

This helped to protect the camp from attack.
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THE NEXT DAY I WAS 
OUT COLLECTING 
BUFFALO CHIPS...

...BUFFALO!

I WANT A WORD...

...WHEN MAX 
WENT TO SPEAK 

TO UNCLE 
CHARLES ABOUT 
THE ACCIDENT.

HOLD ON...LOOK...

NO, YOU FOOL!

BLAAAMMM!

I HEARD THE 
GUNSHOT.

THERE WAS 
SILENCE, THEN... ...A RUMBLING 

SOUND.

DID YOU KNOW?  Buffalo, or bison, lived on the prairies of North America.



 

       

13

I RAN...

...AND RAN...

...AS FAST AS I COULD GO.

BUT IT WASN’T 
FAST ENOUGH...

...EVERYTHING 
WENT BLACK.

By the 1870s, these large cattle had been almost wiped out by hunting.
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THE NEXT THING I rEmEmbErEd  
WAS SOmEONE’S HANd ON mY FACE.

WHO ArE YOu?

WE dIdN’T SpEAk 
THE SAmE 

lANGuAGE...

...buT I FElT SAFE.

I WAS IN AN 
INdIAN VIllAGE.

SuddENlY, I HEArd 
VOICES OuTSIdE.

DID YOU KNOW?  Some Indians of the prairies lived in tepees.
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IT WAS uNClE 
CHArlES ANd SOmE 

OF THE OTHErS.

THEY’d FOuNd mE.
buT uNClE CHArlES 
WAS SHOuTING AT 

THE INdIANS.
WHY dON’T 

THESE SAVAGES 
uNdErSTANd!

mAYbE THEY’ll 
uNdErSTANd 

THIS!

THINGS WErE 
TurNING NASTY.

WAIT!

These tall, cone-shaped tents were made of animal skins.



 16

MAX! 
YOU KEEP OUT OF 

THIS, MAX!

MAX THAnKEd THE 
IndIAn CHIEF... 

A LIKELY STORY!

I TOLd MAX THAT THE 
IndIAnS WERE HELPIng ME. 

...And EVERYOnE 
WAS HAPPY... 

...EXCEPT FOR 
UnCLE CHARLES. 

SARAH! 

DID YOU KNOW?  California was part of Mexico until 1848.
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A FEW dAYS LATER, 
WE ARRIVEd AT 
FORT LARAMIE. 

OPEn UP, WAgOn 
TRAIn COMIng In!

AFTER WEEKS On THE 
TRAIL, LARAMIE WAS  
A WELCOME CHAngE. 

IT WAS OUR LAST 
CHAnCE TO bUY 

SUPPLIES...

...bUT THEY WERE 
EXPEnSIVE.

HOW 
MUCH?

EVERYOnE WAS EAgER TO 
HEAR nEWS AbOUT  
THE ROUTE AHEAd.

About 25,000 people followed the California Trail in 1849.
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is there a 
problem?

we had to leave 
anything that 

wasn’t essential.

luxuries were now 
useless to us...

... and had to be 
thrown away.

a Few days out oF 
laramie, the train 

Came to halt.

Charles heard about a 
shortCut baCk at laramie.

he thinks it’ll knoCk 
miles oFF the next stage.

sort oF!

pa and max thought 
it was a mistake.

but they were 
outvoted.

DID YOU KNOW?  The wagons traveled at about two miles (3 km) per hour.
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ten days later,
we were in trouble.

we Couldn’t get baCk 
down to the river.

we Can lower the 
wagons by rope. i’ve seen it 

done beFore.

unCle Charles was unsure, 
but we had no ChoiCe.

almost allthe wagons 
were saFely down when...

The settlers tried to stay close to rivers so that they always had water. 
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...ONE OF THE 
ROPES BROKE.

aaRgH!

NOOO!

LOOK OUT!

SaRaH! THE RUNaWaY WagON WaS 
COMINg STRaIgHT aT ME.

Pa PUSHED ME 
TO SaFETY...

...BUT HE WaS 
NOT SO LUCKY!

CRaCK!!

DID YOU KNOW?  Accidents happened often on the trails.
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Pa! I RaN TO HIM,
BUT NOTHINg  

COULD BE DONE.

COME aWaY, 
SaRaH!

SOB!

NO! NO! 
NO!

WE SHOULD NEVER 
HaVE LISTENED TO  

YOU, Max!

One of the most common accidents was being run over by a wagon.

UNCLE CHaRLES BLaMED 
Max aND ORDERED  
HIM TO LEaVE. Max 

WaS SO aNgRY...

...HE HIT UNCLE 
CHaRLES!
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THE NEXT DAY wE SAID 
GOODBYE TO PA...

YOu TAkE GOOD cArE Of 
YOur mA NOw, SArAH.

...AND THEN  
mAX lEfT.

DON’T wOrrY, I’m 
NOT GOING fAr.

PlEASE DON’T 
GO, mAX!

SOmEONE NEEDS 
TO kEEP AN EYE 

ON YOu All.

IT wAS Awful GOING 
ON wITHOuT PA.

BuT IT wAS A cOmfOrT 
kNOwING wE HAD mAX 

wATcHING uS.

DID YOU KNOW?  The emigrants brought foods that would not spoil.
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...mAX SENT HIS fIrST 
mESSAGE BY THE  
BONE EXPRESS.

A wEEk lATEr, NEAr 
iNdEPENdENcE ROck...  

“I‘vE ScOUTEd OuT 
THE TrAIl AHEAD.”

“IT’S SAfE AS fAr  
AS FORT HALL.”

“TrY TO ENjOY THE 
FOURTH OF JULy 

cElEBrATIONS ON 
INDEPENDENcE rOck.”

BuT IT wASN’T THE 
SAmE wITHOuT PA 

AND mAX...

...AND THE jOurNEY 
SEEmED TO GO ON 

fOrEvEr.

These included flour, beans, bacon, and dried fruits and vegetables.
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COUGH!

LOSING pa HIT ma 
pRETTY HaRD.

FORT HaLL WaS mORE THaN 
HaLFWaY TO CaLIFORNIa...

THE FORT’S DOCTOR 
EXamINED HER.

kEEp aN EYE ON HER, 
mISS. IT COULD bE 
mountain fever.

...UNCLE CHaRLES WaS 
SHOWING OFF HIS mONEY...

OH, NO!

THE DRINkS aRE ON 
mE, mY FRIENDS!

...WHICH aTTRaCTED 
SOmE UNWELCOmE 

aTTENTION.

WHILE I WORRIED...

...bUT, bY THE TImE WE GOT 
THERE, ma WaSN’T WELL.

DID YOU KNOW?  Some people on the trails also got a disease called scurvy.
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a WEEk LaTER...

...I GOT aNOTHER 
mESSaGE FROm maX. “THERE aRE REpORTS 

OF INDIaN aTTaCkS 
aHEaD. bE CaREFUL.”

I TRIED TO WaRN 
UNCLE CHaRLES...

paH!

...bUT HE SaID WE 
DIDN’T NEED EXTRa 

GUaRDS THaT NIGHT.

HE TOLD mE NOT 
TO bE SO SILLY...

....THERE WaS NO 
ONE OUT THERE!

It was caused by not eating enough fresh fruits and vegetables.
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HUH?

i finally managed 
to sleep...

...wHen sUddenly...

indians!!

i tHoUgHt it 
was tHe end.

snap!

DID YOU KNOW?  Most of the people on the trails were families.
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tHe men grabbed 
tHeir weapons...

get tHe 
gUns!

...bUt tHe 
indians were 

too qUick.

mr. fitZpatrick was Hit.

i grabbed 
JosHUa...

come on!

...we Had 
to Hide!

twaang!

tHUdd!

Children often outnumbered the adults on a wagon train.



.
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the indians’ arrows were 
no match for our guns.

 the indians 
ran off...

...but first they 
set fire to one 
of the wagons.

in the firelight,  
i thought i saw 

something strange 
about the indians...

...but as we battled to 
put the fire out...

...i forgot 
about what 

i’d seen.

more 
water!

DID YOU KNOW?  Clashes between Indians and settlers were rare.
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what’s 
that?

the neXt day uncle 
charles found they’d 
taken all his money...

...but we had 
to go on.

a few days 
later... ...we came across an 

abandoned wagon.

don’t look!
but it was 
too late.

oh, no!

More Indians were killed by settlers than the other way around.
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there had been another 
indian attack...

heY, thiS ain’t 
no indian!

...We FoUnd tWo 
dead indianS.

theY Were JUSt 
robberS dreSSed  

aS indianS!

i recoGnize theSe 
Men FroM back at 

Fort haLL.

YoU’re not 
GoinG to 

beLieVe thiS!

it WaS MaX!

he’d FoUGht 
the robberS...

...and SaVed 
a babY FroM 
the attack.

DID YOU KNOW?  The Indians hunted with bows and arrows.
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MaX WaSn’t too 
badLY WoUnded.

Mr. hendriX 
Patched hiM UP...

...and Said he’d be Fine 
in a Week or tWo.

 the WaGon 
train Voted...

...and WeLcoMed MaX 
back aS a hero!

UncLe charLeS 
WaSn‘t haPPY.

The arrows had feathers on one end to help them fly straighter.
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AFTER MONTHS ON THE 
PRAIRIES, THE HILLS 
WERE TOUGH GOING.

COME ON YOU, TWO!

AXLES BROKE...

...THE RAIN 
POURED...

...EVERYTHING 
WAS MUD...

...AND SOMETIMES THE WAY 
AHEAD WAS BLOCKED.

MAKE YOURSELVES 
USEFUL!

DID YOU KNOW?  The California Trail crossed the Rocky Mountains.
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WE PUT HER TO BED.

PHEW, THIS IS 
THIRSTY WORK!

MAx WAS FINE NOW...

...BUT MA SEEMED TO 
BE GETTING WORSE.

COUGH!

ARE YOU ALL 
RIGHT...?

THANKS!

PLEASE GET 
BETTER!

The mountains stretch from Canada in the north to the southern US.
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sniff 

WE KEPT GOinG 
BUT had TO mOvE 
sO slOWly ThaT...

...WE WERE hOldinG 
EvERyOnE BacK.

ThE OThERs camE 
TO sEE Us...

...ThEy WanTEd 
TO lEavE Us 

BEhind.

GOOdByE, JOshUa. sEE 
yOU in califORnia!

ThERE Was 
nO chOicE.

hURRy UP, 
BOy!

WE WERE On 
OUR OWn!

maX...

DID YOU KNOW?  The wagon trains traveled about 12–18 miles (20–30 km) a day.
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WiThOUT ThE OThER WaGOns, 
ThE hills sEEmEEd sTRanGE 

and fRiGhTEninG.

i GOT a mEssaGE 
fROm JOshUa On 

ThE BOnE EXPREss.

REad iT TO 
mE, dEaR!

iT Wasn’T 
GOOd nEWs.

EvERy niGhT, 
indians WERE 

snEaKinG inTO camP 
and shOOTinG OXEn.

UnclE chaRlEs Was 
dETERminEd TO sTOP ThEm...

The wagons were usually pulled by oxen, which are a type of cattle.
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blasted 
indians!

...bUt he coUldn’t.
the indians 

wanted the ox 
meat, so they 

shot the oxen...

...KnowinG the settleRs woUld have 
to leave the dead animals behind.

bUt thinGs seemed to  
be GoinG well foR Us.

yoUR ma’s GettinG 
stRonGeR eveRy day.

DID YOU KNOW?  The oxen pulled the wagons for about 10 hours a day.
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bUt the veRy 
next day...

...disasteR 
stRUcK! what?

it’s beyond RePaiR! why?

don’t move!

sUddenly,  
max fRoze.

indians aPPeaRed 
fRom nowheRe.

...bUt they weRe moRe inteRested  
in the oxen than in Us.

i was Really 
scaRed...

max wasn’t 
taKinG any 

chances.

Some settlers instead chose to use mules, which are half donkey, half horse. 
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THERE WAS LOTS OF ARm 
WAving, BUT EvEnTUALLY 

mAX mADE A TRADE...

i’vE gOT 
An iDEA!

...OUR WAgOn AnD OXEn 
FOR FRESH HORSES.

WE’D BE ABLE TO mOvE mUCH 
FASTER On HORSEBACK...

...AnD FinALLY 
CATCH UP WiTH THE 

WAgOn TRAin.

THERE 
THEY ARE!

i THOUgHT THEY’D BE OvER  
THE mOUnTAinS BY nOW.

DID YOU KNOW?  Indians usually rode on horseback. 
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WHAT’S THE 
mATTER?

THE nORTH pass 
iS BLOCKED.

CHARLES REED HAS 
TAKEn THE nORTH 

PASS AnYWAY...WE’RE WAiTing FOR  
A SCOUT TO TAKE US 

THROUgH THE SOUTH PASS.

...AnD DRAggED 
THAT POOR BOY 

WiTH Him.

i’m COming 
WiTH YOU!

nO, STAY WiTH 
YOUR mA!

i’vE gOT TO 
STOP THEm!

Herds of wild horses lived on the prairies.
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SARAH, 
WAIT!

BUT I HAD TO HELP JOSHUA.
THE PASS WAS 
BLOCKED BY A 
LANDSLIDE...

 ...BUT THAT WASN’T 
GOING TO STOP 
UNCLE CHARLES!

I’LL BLAST  
MY WAY TO 

CALIFORNIA!

DID YOU KNOW?  Most journeys on the California Trail took about 130 days.
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FSSSSST!

AS THE FUSE BURNED, 
THEY TOOK SHELTER.

WE WERE 
ALMOST THERE 

WHEN...

...MAx WAS 
KNOCKED FROM 

HIS HORSE!

I HAD TO  
GET TO JOSHUA...

BOOM!

The trail to Oregon took slightly longer.
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JOSHUA!

THE EXPLOSION 
HAD LOOSENED 
MORE ROCKS...

...THEY WERE  
gOINg TO fALL  
ON THE WAgON!

JOSHUA! 
LANDSLIDE!

PA, IT’S 
SARAH!

IT’LL BE fINE!

IT’S NOT 
SAfE!

JOSHUA MADE A 
qUICK DECISION...

...BUT UNCLE CHARLES 
WAS TOO STUBBORN.

DID YOU KNOW?  By the 1860s, railroads began to replace the wagon trains.
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WE WERE TOO LATE 
TO SAvE HIM.

THE INDIAN SCOUT LED US 
THROUgH THE SOUTH PASS.

AfTER A fEW MORE WEEKS, 
WE ARRIvED IN CALIfORNIA.

MAX RODE AHEAD. 
HE WAS gOINg  
TO CLAIM THE  

LAND fOR...

THE END WE MADE IT!

In 1869, the East and West coasts of the US were linked by rail.

...OUR NEW 
HOME!

gOOD LUCK, MAX!



44

1400 1200 1000 

Columbus sails 
to America

1279 1492

Kublai Khan 
conquers Asia

Start of First 
Crusade to  
the Holy Land

1095

The journey wesT
Native American tribes (also known as Indians) have lived in what is now the 
United States for thousands of years, but the first European settlers didn’t arrive 
until the early 1600s. The people in the British colonies (lands owned by Britain) 
eventually decided they wanted to rule themselves. They declared themselves 
independent of Britain in 1776 and founded the United States of America.
 By the 1800s, the area from the east coast to the Missouri River was 
settled by Europeans and Americans, but most of the region west of that was 
uninhabited except by Native American tribes. Only a few maps made by 
explorers and fur traders existed. With the help of these maps, families started 
moving west, setting up homes and farms.
 As more pioneer families decided to go west, they started traveling in 
wagon trains because it was safer to go in large groups. They left in the spring  
 and hoped to arrive by the fall, before the snow arrived. The trails took  
 them across rivers, prairies, deserts, and high mountains.  

At first, just a few thousand people made the trip west, 
but after gold was discovered in California in 1848, 

tens of thousands of settlers traveled a year in the 
hope of getting rich. This led to clashes with 
Native Americans, who saw their land and way 
of life being destroyed.

  By 1869, a railroad had been built to 
link the East and West coasts and the days of 

the wagon trains came to an end.
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GLOSSARY

TIMELINE

2000 1800 1600 
19391789

YOU ARE HERE

Independence                 page 5 
The town of Independence is in the 
state of Missouri in the American 
Midwest. It was a “jumping-off”  
point—a place where emigrants met, 
organized their wagon trains and set 
off on the trails. People met at 
Independence because it was one of 
the farthest places west people could 
get to by river boat. 

Start of  
World War II

1620

Pilgrims from 
Britain arrive 
in America 

wagon TraIns               page 5 
Groups of covered wagons traveled in 
long lines called wagon trains.  
The number of wagons in a train 
varied from about six to up to 100.

IndIan                  page 5 
American Indians, also called Native 
Americans, are the people who have 
lived in North and South America  
for thousands of years. There were 
many different Native American 
tribes living in the United States at 
the time that Europeans arrived. 

MounTaIn Man             page 6 
Most mountain men were Europeans 
who made a living as fur trappers. 
They hunted wild animals such as 
bears for their skins and often dressed 
in the hides of the animals they killed. 
Mountain men knew the Rocky 
Mountains and America’s western 
lands well and often worked as guides 
on the wagon trains.

grIzzly bears                page 7
These large bears live in the  
Rocky Mountains. Their brown fur 
 is tipped with gray—“grizzly” means 
“partly gray.”

capTaIn                 page 7
The wagon trains needed to be highly 
organized to survive the long journey. 
The settlers usually elected one of the 
men as leader, or captain, of the train. 

elecTed           page 8
When people vote to choose a leader, 
the person who gets the most votes is 
elected the leader.

The French 
Revolution
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Rope feRRy                  page 11
The California Trail took the 
emigrants across several big rivers.  
In some places, the water was too 
deep to drive across and there were no 
bridges. The only way to cross was on 
rope ferries—floating wooden 
platforms pulled by men with ropes. 
The settlers usually had to pay the 
men who owned the ferries to use 
them, although some pioneers built  
their own ferries. 

guide book                   page 8
In the 1840s, 
many emigrants 
used guidebooks 
written by settlers 
who had already 
traveled the 
routes to 
California or 

Oregon. Most wagon trains, however, 
also employed a mountain man to 
guide them on their journey.

emigRants                     page 8
Emigrants are people who leave  
their homes to settle in another 
country or place.

foRty-nineRs                page 9 
The emigrants who traveled to 
California in 1849 became known as 
the forty-niners. Gold was discovered 
in California in 1848, and the 
following year the number of people 
on the California Trail greatly 
increased as people rushed to the gold 
mines in the hope of getting rich.  
In 1848, there were only about 400 
emigrants, but in 1849, there were 
about 25,000.

pRaiRies                        page 9 
The prairies are the grasslands of 
central North America, east of the 
Rocky Mountains. The area is also 
called the Great Plains.

pioneeRs                       page 9 
Pioneers are people who are the first 
to do something or go somewhere.

oveRlandeRs                page 9
California could be reached by sea 
from the East Coast of America but 
the trip was long and expensive. 
Those who went overland by wagon 
train were often called overlanders.
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foRt laRamie             page 17 
Fort Laramie was one of several  
places on the trail where settlers could 
rest, stock up on fresh food and 
supplies, and repair their wagons.  
It was originally built by fur traders  
as a place to do business with local 
Native American tribes.

essential                    page 18 
If you can’t do without something,  
it is essential. Essential items for the 
pioneers would have included food, 
clothes, and tools for cooking and 
repairing the wagons.

luxuRies                        page 18
Luxuries are things that are not really 
necessary. Many settlers dumped 
pieces of furniture and other items 
that they didn’t really need and were 
too heavy to carry without slowing 
down the wagon train.

independence Rock     page 23
One of the sights on the trail was 
Independence Rock, a huge granite 
rock about 130 feet (40 meters) tall.  
It got its name because the emigrants 
attempted to reach the rock by  
July 4th (Independence Day), having 
set out in the spring. Many settlers 
carved their names on the summit  
of the huge rock.

buffalo chips             page 12 
There was no wood on the prairies  
to use as fuel for cooking, so the 
settlers had to use buffalo dung 
instead. The dried dung heaps were 
known as buffalo chips. The chore of 
collecting buffalo chips was often 
given to the settler children.

bone expRess               page 23
The settlers used the bone express to 
send messages to people on wagon 
trains behind them on the route. 
Someone traveling west would write a 
note and then leave it by the side of the 
trail in a buffalo skull or a piece of 
material where it could be easily seen.

scouted                      page 23 
“Scouted” means someone has gone 
on ahead on a journey and gathered 
information about the route.
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Fourth oF July           Page 23 
On the Fourth of July (Independence 
Day), Americans celebrate the 
anniversary of the day in 1776 when 
the United States declared that it 
would no longer be ruled by Britain.

Fort hall                  Page 23 
This trading post was another place 
where emigrants could stop and get 
fresh supplies. It was also the place 
where the California and Oregon trails 
split. Those going to Oregon went 
northwest, while those going to 
California traveled southwest.

Mountain Fever          Page 24
The symptoms of mountain fever 
included a headache, fever, and 
muscle pains. The illness may have 
been caused by a bite from an insect 

called a tick.  
It was a deadly 
disease, but 
cholera was  
the most deadly 
disease on  
the trail, and 
few people 
survived it.

axles                          Page 32
Axles are long bars that connect  
the wheels on a vehicle. A pioneer 
wagon’s axles were made of wood,  
and sometimes they broke going  
over bumpy ground.

Pass                            Page 39
A pass is a way through a mountain.

Fuse                            Page 41
A fuse is a piece of flammable cord. 
One end of the cord is lit and the 
flame 
travels 
along its 
length until 
it reaches 
gunpowder 
at the other 
end. This 
sets off an 
explosion.

landslide                    Page 40
A landslide happens when rocks and 
dirt fall down the side of a hill or 
mountain. 
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