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HOW TO USE

THIS GUIDE

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

his guide helps you to get the most
from your visit to Australia.
Introducing Australia maps the
whole country and sets it in its historical
and cultural context. The 17 regional
chapters, including Sydney, describe
important sights with maps, pictures
and illustrations, as well as introductory

features on subjects of regional interest.
Suggestions on restaurants, accommo-
dation, shopping and entertainment are
in Travellers’ Needs. The Survival Guide
has tips on getting around the country.
The cities of Sydney, Melbourne and
Brisbane also have their own Practical
Information sections.

SYDNEY

The centre of Sydney has
been divided into four
sightseeing areas. Each area
has its own chapter which
opens with a list of the
sights described. All the
sights are numbered and
plotted on an Area Map.
Information on each sight
is easy to locate within the
chapter as it follows the
numerical order on the map.

J 1 Area Map

Sights are numbered on
a map. Sights in the city
centre are also shown on
the Sydney Street Finder
(see ppl148-55). Melbourne
also has its own Street
Finder (see pp414-21).

A locator map shows where
you are in relation to other
areas of the city centre.

Sights at a Glance lists the
chapter’s sights by category:
Historic Streets and Buildings,
Museums and Galleries, Parks
and Gardens etc.

All pages relating to Sydney
have orange thumb tabs.

25treet-by-Street Map _— |
This gives a bird’s-eye view of
the beart of each sightseeing area.

A suggested route for a walk covers —1
the more interesting streets in the area.

Stars indicate sights that
no visitor should miss.

- 3Detai|ed Information
on Each Sight
All the sights in Sydney are
described individually. Useful
addresses, telephone numbers,

opening hours and other prac-
tical information are provided
Sfor each entry. The key to all
the symbols used in the

information block is shown
on the back flap.
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ADELAIDE AND THE SOUTHEAST

I

Introduction

The landscape, history
and character of each
region is described bere,
showing how the area
bas developed over the
centuries and what it
offers to the visitor today.

| —

AUSTRALIA AREA BY AREA
Apart from Sydney, Australia

has been divided into 16 regions,
each of which has a separate
chapter. The most interesting
towns and places to visit are
numbered on an Regional Map at
the beginning of each chapter.

Each area of Australia can be
identified quickly by its own
colour coding, which is shown
on the inside front cover.

Regional Map
2 This shows the main
road network and gives an
illustrated overview of the
whole area. All interesting
places to visit are numbered
and there are also useful tips
on getting around the region.

3 Detailed Information
All the important towns
and other places to visit are
described individually. They van
are listed in order, following
the numbering on the Regional
Map. Within each town or city,
there is detailed information
on important buildings and

other sights.

Hahndorte

At

rawong
sancuary 0

b

—— For all the top sights, a visitors’

checklist provides the practical
information needed to plan your visit.

| 4Austra|ia's Top Sights

Historic buildings are dis-
sected to reveal their interiors;
museums and galleries have
colour-coded floorplans; the
national parks bave maps
showing facilities and trails.
Major towns have maps, with
sights picked out and described.

P Story boxes explore specific

subjects further.
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INTRODUCING AUSTRALIA

DISCOVERING AUSTRALIA

ustralia offers unequalled
experiences and a wealth of
diversity. Its 18,000-km
(11,180-mile) coastline boasts
everything from the world’'s 4
best coral reefs, to endless
white sandy bays, stunning
tropical islands and buzzing surf
beaches. The massive interior
includes vast red deserts, ancient

B

Aboriginal
necklace

mountains
vineyards. You will be spoilt for
_ choice whether you want to
experience thrilling outdoor
adventure, enjoy the laid-
back beach culture, or sample
the best in international cuisine
and wine. These pages detail
regional highlights that will
whet your appetite and help you to

and lush green

Aboriginal sites, snow-topped plan and make the most of your trip.

SYDNEY

¢ Stunning Sydney Harbour
¢ Sydney Opera House

e The historic Rocks

* Relaxed beach culture

Australia’s largest city offers a
magnificent array of cultural
and architectural delights.
The city’s crowning glory is
Sydney Harbour (see pp70-
73) — a stunning natural asset
that other cities can only
dream about. Sydney Opera
House (see pp84-5) is a
world-class venue and an
architectural icon that enjoys
the most spectacular setting
of any cultural institution.
Nearby is the pretty historic
quarter, The Rocks (see pp 76—
7), where the first British fleet
settled in 1788. A string of
gorgeous ocean beaches line
the east coast, such as famous
Bondi (see p127), where
surfers gather at dawn and
the beach cafés are perfect
for people-watching.

Lush vineyards in the fertile Hunter Valley,
New South Wales

Sydney Opera House, one of the world’s most striking buildings

THE BLUE MOUNTAINS
AND BEYOND

¢ Outdoor activities

¢ Hunter Valley wine tasting

¢ Prehistoric Mungo World
Heritage Area

Escape from Sydney to the
cool refuge of the Blue
Mountains (see pp170-73).
The striking Three Sisters
rocks at Echo Point frame a
breathtaking panorama, and
act as a backdrop for
adventure activities,
such as bushwalking
and rock climbing.
Hunter Valley (see
pp174-5) is world-
famous for its superb
wines, which can be
sampled in local cellars.
North of Newcastle,
secluded towns dot the
coast all the way to
Queensland. Some are
sleepy hideaways, but
for those seeking a
party, Byron Bay (see
pp178-9) is the place to
go. Out west, the
Mungo World Heritage

Area (see p181) reminds
visitors of the Aborigines’
40,000-year occupation of this
ancient land.

THE SOUTH COAST AND
SNOWY MOUNTAINS

* Glorious hiking and cycling
¢ Browsing in antique shops
¢ World-class skiing

Perfect for those who love
the great outdoors, this
region boasts the Royal
National Park (see p186) on
Sydney’s southeastern fringe
— a fantastic playground for
cyclists, bushwalkers and
hang-gliders. Further south
are the lush, idyllic villages of
the Southern Highlands (see
pp186-7). Known as a retreat
for Sydneysiders in summer,
they are ideal in winter for
browsing antique shops. The
South Coast’s (see pp188-9)
fishing villages are a hit with
anglers and families, while
the Snowy Mountains (see
p187) offer world-class ski
resorts, trout fishing and
horse-riding in summer.
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CANBERRA AND ACT

¢ Impressive city architecture
* World-class art and artefacts
¢ A breathtaking wilderness

Australia’s capital sprang to
life under the harmonious
designs of its architect, Walter
Burley Griffin. Impressive
colonial and indigenous art
and artefacts are displayed at
the world-class National
Museum of Australia (see
p205) and the National
Gallery of Australia (see
pp202-3). To the south, the
wild Namadgi National Park
(see p207) offers great hiking
amid snowy mountains,
glistening river valleys and
ancient Aboriginal rock art.

Koala Sanctuary, Brisbane

BRISBANE

SOUTH OF TOWNSVILLE

The Great Barrier Reef, one of the natural wonders of the world

¢ The magnificent Great
Barrier Reef

¢ Sunshine and beaches

¢ Fraser Island’s giant dunes

With astonishing natural
wonders, this region is one of
Australia’s highlights, and its
undisputed gem is the Great
Barrier Reef (see pp212-17).
The world’s largest coral reef
is a must-see for anyone who
has ever dreamt of coming
face to face with tropical fish.
The Sunshine Coast (see
pp238-9) lives up to its name,
with a sunny climate and
superb resorts. Fraser Island
(see p242) is the world’s
biggest sand island, with rain-
forests, lakes and beaches.

NORTHERN QUEENSLAND
AND THE OUTBACK

¢ Arts and culture
¢ Exotic botanic gardens
¢ Bustling South Bank

Cosmopolitan Brisbane has

as its creative hub the Queens-
land Cultural Centre (see
pp228-9). This thriving insti-
tution houses the state’s Art
Gallery, Gallery of Modern Att,
Museum and Performing Arts
Centre. The Botanic Gardens
(see p230) feature exotic
herbs, delicate mangrove and
walking trails. Across the
river, the South Bank (see p227)
abounds with buskers, mar-
kets and cafés. Admire ador-
able koalas at the Lone Pine
Koala Sanctuary (see p230).

¢ Partying in Cairns
¢ Coastal rainforest
* The vast Gulf Savannah

Cairns (see pp254-5) is famed
for its party atmosphere. The
city also makes a good base
for exploring the Great Barrier
Reef and Daintree National
Park (see p253), where the
rainforest meets the sea. The
Gulf Savannah (see p256) is an
empty wilderness of salt pans
and flatlands, a breeding
ground for birds in spring and
a birdwatchers’ paradise.
Drive into the Outback and
discover the harsh realities of
life as an Aussie farmer in the
town of Longreach (see p257).

o v

DARWIN AND THE
TOP END

¢ Spectacular landscapes at
Kakadu National Park

¢ Ancient Aboriginal rock art

¢ Bathurst Island culture

Darwin’s (see pp270-73)
remote location and history of
migration have given it a multi-
cultural, wild-west character.
The world’s best Aboriginal art
collection is displayed at
Darwin’s Museum and Art
Galleries of the Northern
Territory (see p273). Rock art

is also a highlight of one of
Australia’s most extraordinary
places, Kakadu National Park
(see pp276-7), with its dram-
atic escarpments and spectac-
ular lightning storms in the
build-up to the wet season.
Day trips from Darwin to Bat-
hurst Island (see p274) offer a
unique glimpse of Aboriginal,
Indonesian and Tiwi islanders’
traditional way of life.

; i
Aboriginal cave art, Kakadu
National Park, Darwin




12

INTRODUCING AUSTRALIA

THE RED CENTRE

* Awe-inspiring Uluru
¢ Desert wildflowers in spring
e Adventure camel treks

At the heart of this vast red
landscape is a site of
enormous spiritual signifi-
cance for the Aboriginal
community: Uluru (see
pp286-9). The chance to
admire the immense
presence and ever-changing
colours of this monolith is
one of the highlights of a trip
to Australia. Spring is a
magical time to visit as, after
the rains, the desert erupts
into a carpet of wildflowers.
Lively Alice Springs (see
pp282-3) is the Red Centre’s
only city, and from here you
can arrange outdoor adven-
ture activities, such as camel
treks (see p567) in the desert.

Surfing off the coast of Perth,
Western Australia

PERTH AND THE
SOUTHWEST

 The isolated city of Perth
¢ Bike rides on Rottnest Island
e Surfing at Margaret River

Perth (see pp302-7), the
world’s most remote city, is a
modern metropolis with
superb beaches and great surf.
On lovely Rottnest Island (see
pP308-9) you can hire bikes
to explore its idyllic coves and
encounter its unique furry
inhabitants: the quokkas.
Within easy access of Perth,
the historic port of Fremantle
(see pp310-11) is the ideal
spot for a laid-back café crawl.
To the southwest lies one of

Uluru, the emblem of Australia and a sacred Aboriginal site

the region’s prettiest coastal
towns, Margaret River (see
pp314-15), which has become
synonymous with gourmet
food, fine wine and inter-
national surf competitions.

NORTH OF PERTH AND
THE KIMBERLEY

* The extraordinary Pinnacles
¢ Dazzling Ningaloo Reef
¢ The dramatic Kimberley

Remote Western Australia
contains hidden treasures.
Strange limestone Pinnacles
stand to attention amid the
dunes at Nambung National
Park (see p324), while the
magnificent Ningaloo Reef (see
p328) is a snorkeller’s dream.
Swim from exquisite turquoise
bays to observe its sea turtles,
whale sharks and reef fish.
Spring is the best time to
explore the Kimberley (see
1330), with its vast deserts
and deep-river canyon.

Coastal dunes on the Eyre Peninsula,
South Australia

ADELAIDE AND THE
SOUTHEAST

¢ Charming Adelaide
¢ Barossa Valley vineyards
* Unspoilt Kangaroo Island

Adelaide (see pp344-7), the
graceful “City of Churches”, is
a cosmopolitan city with a
vibrant restaurant scene.
Don’t miss a tour of one of
the world-class wineries set
amid the rolling hills of the
Barossa Valley (see pp356-7).
To the southwest of Adelaide,
Kangaroo Island (see p354) is
a haven for wildlife, while the
beautiful lagoons of Coorong
National Park (see p351) are
protected from the Southern
Ocean by sand dunes.

THE YORKE AND EYRE
PENINSULAS AND SOUTH
AUSTRALIAN OUTBACK

 Coffin Bay Oysters

¢ Walk the Flinders Ranges

¢ Going underground at
Coober Pedy

Some of Australia’s best oys-
ters are to be had at Coffin Bay
National Park (see pp366-7) on
the Eyre Peninsula (see p366),
which is also home to won-
derful spring wildflowers and
birdlife. To the west, clifftops
are prime vantage points for
whale watching. Inland, the
arid Flinders Ranges (see p369)
are popular with bushwalkers,
while in Coober Pedy (see
P368), residents live in subter-
ranean dwellings to escape
the extreme temperatures.
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MELBOURNE

¢ A botanical paradise
¢ European café culture
¢ International cuisine
¢ Great sporting venues

Melbourne (see pp380-421)
prides itself on its green
spaces, multicultural lifestyle
and strong sporting tradition.
Take a stroll though the
tranquil 19th-century Royal
Botanic Gardens and Kings
Domain (see pp398-9) and
enjoy one of the finest botan-
ic collections in the world.
Melbourne is also home to
several great sporting venues,
notably Australia’s world-
famous cricketing temple, the
Melbourne Cricket Ground (see
$397), and the international
tennis mecca at Melbourne
Park (see p397). European,
Middle-Eastern and Asian
immigrants have given the
city a variety of world-class
restaurants and a lively,
usually alfresco, café culture
(see pp552-6).

National Park (see p427).
Paddlesteamers cruise the
lazy Murray River (see p430)
passing pioneer river
towns such as Swan
Hill (see p431). Down
south, the highlight is
a scenic drive down the
Great Ocean Road (see
pp428-9), a winding
coast road that hugs the
rugged clifftops overlooking
the mighty Twelve Apostles,
giant eroded monoliths.

EASTERN VICTORIA

WESTERN VICTORIA

¢ Gold fever in Ballarat

¢ Awesome climbing

 Drive the mighty Great
Ocean Road

The 19th-century gold-rush
went wild in Ballarat (see
pp434-5), Bendigo and
Maldon (see p432), where the
extravagant buildings are
evidence of former wealth.
Westwards, climbers and
bushwalkers have a field day
in the rugged Grampians

¢ Majestic Yarra Valley
¢ Alpine National Park Skiing
¢ Penguins of Phillip Island

Fertile Eastern Victoria boasts
intense natural beauty. The
Yarra Valley (see p443) is home
to some of Australia’s finest
vineyards, and the Healesville
Sanctuary (see p443), is a
fascinating wildlife park that
features indigenous species,
such as the elusive platypus.
Victoria’s Alpine National Park
(see pp448-9) offers world-
class cross-country and

Tasmania, an island of stunning natural beauty

Outdoor café in the centre of Federation Square, Melbourne (see p402)

Phillip Island

downhill ski resorts. Tranquil
Phillip Island (see p442) is
famous for the thousands of
Fairy penguins that waddle
out of the ocean at dusk.
Wilsons Promontory
(see p444) is a stun-
ning coastal park with
shady gullies, secluded

=3
Fairy penguin, beaches and windswept

heathlands that are
made for nature-lovers. The
calm waters of 90 Mile Beach
(see p444), an unbroken
stretch of beaches and sand
dunes, and the beautiful
Gippsland Lakes (see p445),
Australia’s largest inland lake
system, offer fantastic sailing,
fishing, camping and diving.

TASMANIA

e Historic Hobart

¢ Port Arthur gaol

¢ White-water rafting at
Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers

Steeped in maritime history,
pretty Hobart (see pp460-61),
is Australia’s second oldest
city. Its beautiful waterfront
bustles with markets, cafés,
restaurants, entertainment
and nightlife. The city’s dark
past as a penal colony has
been preserved at isolated
Port Arthur prison (see
pp470-71). Cradle Mountain
Lake Saint Clair National Park
(see p467) is loved by
bushwalkers, many of whom
make the pilgrimage to its
pristine alpine lake. The
Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers
National Park (see p468) is a
wild region of cool-climate
rainforests, fern gullies and
white-water rafting.
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Putting Australia on the Map P
Australia lies in the southern hemisphere and .{.‘_‘_.\‘("’\‘_ﬂ v
covers 7,772,535 sq km (3,842,675 sq miles) of land. -'-"--._.3;"'2 2
A continent, it is bordered by the Pacific Ocean to Ba}f,;‘ﬁ;' == | e
the east and the Indian Ocean to the west. More o Darwin .
than 70 per cent of its 21 million people ! Arnhem
reside along the coastline with its more hos- wadd Seal

pitable climate. The capital, Canberra, is st N\ !

in the Australian Capital Territory, but & ol s

the most populous city is Sydney. C .

Tasmania, an island state, lies O v"‘ vy r‘

240 km (150 miles) off the
southern tip of the country,
across the Bass Strait.

— — — —
=
o
- |
>
o
=
-
(e}
=
[}
o
~

Lake Mackay

Australian Bight

Augusta®
Leeuwin
B
Db # JAPAN
KOREA
PACIFIC
. _TAIWAN oG
11-1::&\1‘& )
PHILIPPINES
MARSHALL
] “ MALAYSIA MI(RO\IE:MI‘LAND
MALDIVES ot \ J'J *
; INDONESTA |PAPUA
i SOLOMON
INDIAN ISLANDS
OCEAN VANUATU )
AUSTRALIA
SOUTH EAST ASIA Y
AND THE PACIFIC RIM Aerial view of Sydney, looking from the
mouth of Port Jackson towards the city




PUTTING AUSTRALIA ON THE MAP

& frait
s-k.sftral

Arafura Sea Tof‘e," &e-0c York

P ™ Groote  of
“\Eylandt
Carpentaria

Mornington
Island

_— J v
“ Aerial view of Melbourne, along the
Yarra River looking towards the casino

] Fraser
' Island

r? N WA\ AUSTRALIAN
Kaln/gagoo : § & /CAPITAL
slan ¢\ CX[ O R I ERRITORY
KEY
International airport

— - %
King (% Bass Strait 1 Flinders #| Domestic airport
Istand Island < -

E= Passenger ship terminal

Lgygceﬁgrr == Freeway or motorway

TA = Railway

H?) === State boundary
0 kilometres 500 4
e

0 miles







INTRODUCING AUSTRALIA

A PORTRAIT OF AUSTRALIA

ustralia is the world’s oldest continent, inhabited for more
than 60,000 years by Aborigines. It was settled by the British
during their maritime heyday, in 1788, and since then bas

transformed from a colonial outpost into a nation with a population

of about 21 million people. For visitors, its ancient, worn landscape

contrasts with the vitality and youthful energy of its inhabitants.

Covering an area as large as
the United States of America
or the entire European con-
tinent, Australia’s landscape
is highly diverse, encom-
passing the dry Outback,
the high plateaus of the
Great Dividing Range, the
lush woods of Tasmania, the
rainforests and coral reefs
of the tropical north and
almost 18,000 km (11,000
miles) of coastline. The Great
Dividing Range forms a spine down
eastern Australia, from Queensland to
Victoria, separating the fertile coastal
strip from the dry and dusty interior.

Dominating the vegetation is the
eucalypt, known as the “gum tree”,
of which there are some 500 varieties.

Aboriginal image of
Namerredje

Sydney Opera House, jutting into Sydney Harbour

Australian trees shed their
bark rather than their
leaves, the native flowers
have no smell and, with
the exception of the
wattle, bloom only briefly.

Australia has a unique
collection of fauna. Most
are marsupials, such as the
emblematic kangaroo and
koala. The platypus and
echidna are among the few
living representatives in the world of
mammals that both lay eggs and
suckle their young. The dingo, brought
to Australia by the Aborigines, is
considered the country’s native dog.

Australia’s antiquity is nowhere
more evident than in the vast inland
area known as the Outback.

<] Typical red soil and spinifex grass of Australia’s Outback

17
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Once a huge inland sea, its later aridity
preserved the remains of the creatures
that once inhabited the area. Some
fossils found in Western Australia are
350 million years old — the oldest
forms of life known on earth.

THE ABORIGINES
The indigenous inhabitants
of Australia, the Abori-
gines, today constitute
almost 1.6 per cent of the
national population. Their

gradually being improved.

The early days of European
colonialism proved disastrous for the
Aborigines. Thousands were killed in
hostilities or by unfamiliar diseases.

The kangaroo, a famous icon of Australia

Ancient, eroded landscape of the Olgas, part of Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park in the Northern Territory

During the 1850s, many Aborigines
were confined to purpose-built
reserves in a misguided attempt to
overcome widespread poverty.
Since the 1950s there have
been serious efforts to redress
this lack of understanding.
Conditions are improving,
but even today, in almost
every aspect of life, includ-
ing health care, education
and housing, Aborigines
are worse off than other

rights and social status are pporiginal Australian  AUStralians. In 1992, a mile-

stone occurred when the
High Court overturned the doctrine of
terra nullius — that Australia belonged
to no one at the time of British settle-
ment. The Native Title Act followed,
which, in essence, states that
where Aborigines could
establish unbroken occupancy
of an area, they could then
claim that land as their own.
Almost all Australians sup-
port this reconciliation and are
increasingly aware of the rich
heritage of the Aborigines. The
Aboriginal belief in the Dream-
time (see pp30-31) may never
be completely assimilated into
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the Australian consciousness, but an
understanding of ancestral beings is
an invaluable guide to traditional
lifestyles. Aboriginal painting is now
respected as one of the world’s most
ancient art forms and modern
Aboriginal art began to be taken
seriously in the 1970s. Aboriginal
writers have also come to the forefront
of Australian literature. Younger
Aborigines are beginning to capital-
ize on this new awareness to promote
equal rights and, with Aboriginal cul-
tural centres being set up throughout
the country, it is unlikely that Australia
will dismiss its native heritage again.

SOCIETY

Given Australia’s size and the fact
that early settlements were far apart,
Australian society is remarkably
homogeneous. Its citizens are funda-
mentally prosperous and the way of
life in the major cities and towns is
much the same however many miles
divide them. It takes a keen ear to
identify regional accents.

However, there is some difference
in lifestyle between city dwellers and
the country people. Almost 90 per cent
of the population lives in the fast-paced
cities along the coast and has little
more than a passing familiarity with
the Outback. The major cities preserve
pockets of colonial heritage, but the

Isolated Outback church in Silverton, New South Wales

A fortified wine maker takes a sample from a

barrel of port in the Barossa Valley, South Australia
overall impression is modern, with
new buildings reflecting the country’s
youth. In contrast, the rural commu-
nities tend to be slow-moving and
conservative. For many years, Aus-
tralia was said to have “ridden on the
sheep’s back”, a reference to wool
being the country’s main money-
earner. However, the wool industry is
no longer dominant. Much of Aus-
tralia’s relatively sound economy is
now achieved from coal, iron ore and
wheat, and as the largest diamond
producer in the world.
Newer industries such
as tourism and wine
making are also increa-
singly important.
Australians are general-
ly friendly and relaxed,
with a self-deprecating
sense of humour. On
the whole, Australia has
a society without hierar-
chies, an attitude gene-
rally held to stem from
its convict beginnings.

19
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Yet, contrary to widespread belief, very
few Australians have true convict
origins. Within only one generation of
the arrival of the First Fleet in 1788,
Australia had become a nation of
immigrants. Originally hailing almost
entirely from the British Isles, today
one in three Australians comes from
elsewhere. Australia’s liberal postwar
immigration policies led to an influx
of survivors from war-torn Europe,
most notably Greeks, Italians, Poles
and Germans.

The emphasis has shifted in recent
years and today the majority of new
immigrants hail from Southeast Asia.
Although some racism does exist, this
blend of nations has, on the whole,
been a successful experiment and
Australia is justifiably proud to have
one of the most harmonious
multicultural communities in the world.

POLITICS
Since 1901, Australia has been a fed-
eration, with its central government
based in the purpose-built national
capital, Canberra. Each state also has its
own government. The nation inherited

X

. T

View of the Parliamentary area and Lake Burley Griffi

n Canberra

Indonesian satay stall at Parap Market in Darwin
in the Northern Territory

the central parliamentary system from
England, and there is a two-party
system consisting of the left (Labor)
and the right (a coalition of Liberal and
National Parties). The prime minister
is the head of federal government,
while the heads of state governments
are premiers. Australia is a self-
governing member of the British
Commonwealth and retains the
English monarch as its titular head of
state. At present, the national represen-
tative of the monarch is the Governor-
General, but the nation is involved in
an ongoing debate about its future as
a republic. There is opposition from
those who argue that the system
currently in place has led
to one of the most stable
societies in the world,
while others believe that
swearing allegiance to
an English monarch has
little meaning for the cur-
rent population, many of
whom are immigrants. A
referendum in November
1999 saw the monarchy
- retained with some 55 per
cent of the votes.

The nation’s character
has always been shaped
by its sparsely populated
island location, far distant
from its European roots
and geographically closer
to Southeast Asia. Today
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there is a growing realization that
the country must look to the
Pacific region for its future. Closer
ties with Asia, such as business
transactions with Indonesia, China
and Japan, are being developed.

ART AND CULTURE
Blessed with a sunny climate and
surrounded by the sea, outdoor
leisure is high on the list of prior-
ities for Australians — going to the
beach is almost a national
pastime. Australians are also mad
about sport: football, cricket,
rugby, tennis and golf are high
on the national agenda.

Yet despite this reputation,
Australians actually devote more
of their time and money

to artistic pursuits than
they do to sporting
ones, and as a
result the national
cultural scene is
very vibrant. It is
no accident that the
Sydney Opera House
is one of the country’s
most recognizable
symbols. The nation is
probably best known for its opera
singers, among whom have been two
of the all-time greats, Dame Nellie
Melba and Dame Joan Sutherland.
Opera Australia and the
Australian Ballet, both in
Sydney, are acknow-
ledged for their high
standards. Every state also
has its own thriving
theatre company and
symphony orchestra.
Major art galleries abound
throughout the country,
from the many excellent
state galleries exhibiting
international works to
a multitude of small

Young boogie
boarder

Australian Rules football match in Melbourne

Film poster of the Academy-
Award winning Shine

private galleries exhibiting local
and contemporary Australian and
Aboriginal art.

The Australian film industry has
also come into its own since the 1970s.
The best-known Australian film is
possibly Crocodile Dundee (1985),
but productions such as Shine (1996),
Moulin Rouge! (2001) and Happy Feet
(2006) compete on equal terms with
films from around the world and
have won international film awards.

This is not to say that Australia’s
cultural pursuits are entirely high-
brow. Low-budget television soap
operas such as Neighbours have
become high-earning
exports. Rock bands such
as AC/DC also have an
international following.

In almost all aspects,
it seems, Australia lives
up to its nickname of
“the lucky country” and
it is hard to meet an
Australian who is not
thoroughly convinced
that this young and
vast nation is now the
best country on earth.
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Australia’s Landscape

Geological stability has been largely responsible for
creating the landscape of the earth’s oldest, flattest and
driest inhabited continent. Eighty million years ago,
Australia’s last major bout ofg geological activity pushed
up the Great Dividing Range, but since then the conti-
nent has slept. Mountains have been eroded down,
making it difficult for rain clouds to develop. Deserts
have formed in once lush areas and today more than 70
per cent of the continent is arid. However, with some
of the oldest rocks on earth, its landscapes are anything  Australia’s drift towards the
but uniform, and include rainforests, tropical beaches,  equator bas brought a northern

glacial landforms, striking coastlines and flood plains. ~ 7onsoon climate, as in Kakadu
National Park (see pp276-7).

Cradle Mountain (see p467) in
southwest Tasmania was created by
geological upheaval, glaciation and
erosion. Here jagged mountain
ranges, ravines and glacial lakes
have formed a landscape that is
quite unique in Australia.

KATA TJUTA (THE OLGAS)
Geological remnants of an immense
bed of sedimentary rock now almost
covered by sand from erosion, Kata
Tjuta’s weathered domes may once
have been a single dome many times
the size of Uluru (see pp286-9).

{ There are three main geological
/-0 P | regions in Australia: the coastal plain
| =~ } including the Great Dividing Range;
the Central Lowlands; and the West-
v . i ern Plateau. The Great Dividing Range
= ~ Gt ] is a relatively new feature in geologi-
TLowlands _ cal terms. It contains Australia’s
. | hbighest mountains, deep rivers, specta-
~ cular gorges and volcanic landforms.

‘E\ Western
5 Plateau A

o

by — e The Central Lowlands subsided when
1_ ' . = Great

Dividi the continental margins on either side
N T W ividing I e db
= Al Range. | rose up — a result of rifting caused by
. | / continental drift. The Western Plateau
v W contains many of Australia’s large
LY deserts and is composed of some of the
o) most ancient rocks in the world.
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The area to the east of Queensland was flooded at
the end of the last Ice Age, creating ideal conditions
Jfor a coral reef. The Great Barrier Reef (see pp212—
17) now forms one of the world’s most stunning sights.

The Nullarbor Plain (see p367) was created by the
upthrust of an ancient sea floor. Today, sheer
cliffs drop away from this desert landscape dotted
with sinkholes and plunge into the sea below, cre-
ating one of Australia’s most startling coastlines.

THE AUSTRALIAN CONTINENT

The Australian continent finally broke
away from its last adjoining landmass,
Antarctica, 40 million years ago and
embarked on a long period of geograph-
ical isolation. During this time Australia’s
unique flora and fauna evolved and
flourished (see pp24-5). Aboriginal peo-
ple lived undisturbed on this continent
for at least 40,000 years, developing the
land to their own needs, until the arrival
of Europeans in 1770 (see pp46-51).

PANGAEA

AUSTRALIA

Two hundred million years ago, the area of land
that is now continental Australia was attached to the
lower half of the earth’s single landmass, Pangaea.

/ LAURASIA

e

GONDWANALAND
AUSTRALIA

Between 200 and 65 million years ago, Pangaca

separated to form two supercontinents, Gond-
wanaland in the south and Laurasia in the north.

-

N \ AUSTRALA |

ANTARCTICA

Fifty million years ago, Gondwanaland had broken
up into the various southern continents with only
Antarctica and Australia still attached.

| T | AUSTRALIA

v

Today, the drifting of the continents continues and
Australia is moving northwards towards the
equator at the rate of 8 cm (3 ins) a year.
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Flora and Fauna

Forty million years of isolation from other major
land masses have given Australia a collection of
flora and fauna that is unique in the world. Low rain-
fall and poor soil has meant meagre food sources, and
animals and plants have evolved some curious adap-
tations to help them cope. Surprisingly, these adverse
conditions have also produced incredible biodiver-
sity. Australia has more than 25,000 species of plants,
and its rainforests are among the richest in the
world in the number of species they support. Even

The platypus /ives in an aquatic

The lush rainforest is a
haven for many endemic
species of flora and fauna.

Epiphytes, ferns and
vines abound around
this rainforest creek.

RAINFORESTS

The east coast rainforests are among the most
ancient ecosystems on earth. At least 18,000
plant species exist here. Some trees are more
than 2,500 years old, and many are direct des-

The golden bowerbird
of the rainforest builds
spectacular bowers out of
sticks as a platform for its
mating displays. Some
bowers reach well over
2m (6.5 ft) in beight.

4

The Wollemi pine

was discovered in 1994
and caused a sensation.
It belongs to a genus
thought to have become
extinct between 65 and
200 million years ago.

its desert centre has 2,000 plant species and the
world’s greatest concentration of reptile species.

cendants of species from Gondwana (see p23).

environment like a fish, suckles
its young like a mammal, lays
eggs and bas the bill of a duck!

At least 30 species of
spinifex cover many of
Australia’s desert plains.

ARID REGIONS
The vast reaches of Australia’s arid and semi-
arid regions teem with life. Desert plants and
animals have developed unique and specific
behavioural and physical features to maximize
their survival chances in such harsh conditions.

The boab (baobab)
tree sheds ils leaves
in the dry season
to survive.

Spinifex grass, found
across the desert, stores
water and needs frequent
exposure to fire to thrive.

The thorny
devil feeds only
on ants and can
consume more than
3,000 in one meal.
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MAMMALS

Australian mammals are distinctive because the population
is dominated by two groups that are rare or non-existent

elsewhere. Monotremes, such as the
platypus, are found only in Australia
and New Guinea, and marsupials,
represented by 180 species here, are
scarce in other parts of the world. In
contrast, placental mammals, highly
successful on other continents, have
been represented in Australia only by
bats and rodents, and more recently
by dingos. Mass extinctions of larger
placentals occurred 20,000 years ago.

Red kangaroos are the most
common of many species of this
marsupial found in Australia.

The dingo was introduced
into Australia by migrating
humans c. 5,000 years ago.

Eucalypt trees
provide food for
possums and koalas.

Moist fern groundcover
shelters a variety of small
mammals and insects.

OPEN WOODLAND

The woodlands of the eastern seaboard, the
southeast and southwest are known as the
Australian bush. Eucalypt trees predominate
in the hardy vegetation that has developed
to survive fire, drought and poor-quality soil.

Koalas feed only on
nutrient-poor eucalypt
leaves, and have evol-
ved low-energy lives to
cope, such as sleeping
Sfor 20 bours a day.

Kookaburras are very
efficient breeders: one of
the young birds is kept
on in the nest to look
after the next batch of
hatchlings, leaving both
parents free to gather food.

This coral garden is home to
many molluscs, crustaceans
and brightly coloured fish.

SEALIFE
Australia’s oceans are poor in nutrients but
rich in the diversity of life they support. Com-
plex ecosystems create beautiful underwater
scenery, while the shores and islands are home
to nesting seabirds and giant sea mammals.

Seagrass beds have

high-saline conditions

which attract many

sea creatures. Shark

| Bay shelters the

| highest number of
sea mammals in the

world (see pp326-7).

2 g - .
The Australian sealion is one of two seal species
unique to Australia. Its extended breeding cycle
belps it contend with a poor food supply.

25
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World Heritage Areas of Australia

The World Heritage Convention was adopted by
UNESCO in 1972 in order to protect areas of universal
cultural and natural significance. Seventeen sites

in Australia are inscribed on the World Heritage List
and include unusual landforms, ancient forests and
areas of staggering biodiversity. Four of the locations
(Kakadu National Park, Willandra Lakes, the Tasmanian

: W, e
wilderness and Uluxru-Kata Tjuxta National Park) are Fossil sites in Riversleigh
also listed for their Aboriginal cultural heritage. (see p257) and Naracoorte

chart Australia’s important
evolutionary stages.

Purnululu
National Park
(see p331)

Kakadu National Park is a
landscape of wetlands and tropical .
splendour. Art sites document the
interaction between Abori-
gines and the land
(see pp276-7).

NORTHERN  /di -
TERRITORY *

.~

. Rl WESTERN o
: S AUSTRALIA

SOUTH
AUSTRALIA

) &

wad?

Australian Fossil Mammal
Site at Naracoorte
(see p355)

Royal Exhibition Building
(see p395) and Carlton Gardens,
Melbourne (see p374)

-

Shark Bay is home to a vast colony of
sea mammals. The bay’s stromatolites
(algae-covered rocks) are the oldest form
of life known on earth (see pp326-7).

Uluru-Kata Tjuxta National Park
contains two major Aboriginal sites
(see pp286-9). The world’s largest
monolith is an extraordinary geological
phenomenon in the flat desert plains.
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KEY The wet tropics of
Queensland (see
B world Heritage Area pp252-3) contain a
B World Heritage Marine Area near complete Tecom’
of plant evolution on

the Australian con-

tinent. Some 50 per

cent of all bird species

The Great Barrier Reef and 30 per cent of
(see pp212-13) marsupial species
JSound in the country

are sheltered bere.

The Willandra ey s =
Lakes are the site . - -
Fraser Island of archaeological i — B
(see p242) [inds dating back Sy
40,000 years.

The area is also
remarkable for its
semi-arid land-
scape and ghostly
luneites (see p181).

Central Eastern r/

J q Lord Howe Island, a crescent-shaped
Rainforest )
EW SOUTH - 7 Reserves island, and its nearby rocky outcrops

WALES ANP,A,Q (see p175) represent a chain of volcanic structures.
: Home to the rare woodhen, banyan
The Greater Blue Mountains trees and kentia pines, Lord Howe's
Area (see pp164-81) isolation provides key information

about the evolution of these species.
Sydney Opera House v

(see pp84-5)

The Tasmanian wilderness,
Australia’s largest conservation
zone, satisfies all four natural
criteria_for World Heritage
listing. Its rocks represent every
geological period, including
the Ice Age, the wide range of
plants are unique to the area,
and it is home to some of the
oldest trees and the longest caves
in the world (see pp454-5).

0 kilometres 500

0 miles 500
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The Australian Outback

The Outback is the heart of <

Australia and one of the most ~ e

ancient landscapes in the world. It is - v

berenite Jbhna n extremely dry — rain may not fall

the Outback for several years. Dramatic red Y

rocks, ochre plains and purple

mountains are framed by brilliant blue skies. -
Development is sparse: “towns” are often no more
than a few buildings and facilities are basic. There

may be hundreds of miles between one petrol station

and another. The Outback isn’t easy to explore, but it ~ LOCATOR MAP
can be a rewarding experience. Make sure you are [ The Australian Outback
well equipped (see p590), or take an organized tour.

Camels were brought to
Australia in the 1870s from
the Middle East, as a means of
desert transport. The Outback
is now home to the only wild
camels in the world. Camel
safaris for tourists are avail-
able in many places.

Saltbush, which gets its name from its OUTBACK LIFE
ability to withstand saline conditions, is The enduring image of Australia’s
atypical form of vegetation. Outback is red dust, solitary one-storey

shacks and desert views as far as the
eye can see. Although small areas of the
Outback have seen towns spring up over
the past 100 years, and many interstate
roads are now suitable for most vehicles,
this image remains true to life across vast
stretches of the interior landscape. Most
of the Outback remains pioneering coun-
try far removed from the modern nation.

Camping in the bush is one of the bighlights
of any trip into Australia’s Outback, whether
independently or with an organized tour.
You will need a camping permit, a swag
(canvas-covered bed roll), a mosquito net
and a good camping stove to eat and sleep
in relative comfort under the stars.
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The film industry has

long been a fan of the
Outback’s vast open spaces
and dramatic colours. Films
such as the 1994 comedy
The Adventures of Priscilla,
Queen of the Desert made
spectacular use of the

Red Centre’s sparse and
dusty landscape.

Australian “hotels” in
Outback areas often oper-
ate only as public houses,
re-named hotels to counter-
act Australia’s once strict
licensing laws.

PIONEERS AND EXPLORERS

Many European explorers, such as Edward
Eyre and John Stuart, ventured into the
Outback during the 19th

century. The most
infamous expedition
was Robert O’'Hara
Burke’s from Vic-
toria to the Gulf of
Carpentaria (see
p53). Tronically,

it was the rescue
missions due to his
inexperience which
brought about the
pioneers’ most signif-
icant investigations of
Australia’s interior.

Robert O’Hara
Burke 1820-61

A solitary building set against vast areas
of open desert landscape can be an
evocative landmark in the Outback.

| [P AJF o — uidl T
The Birdsville Races in Queensland are the biggest
and best of the many borse races beld in the
Outback, where locals gather to bet and socialize.

Opal mining in towns such as Coober Pedy (see
p368) is one source of the Outback’s wealth.
Tourists need a miner’s permit, available from
state tourist offices, to hunt for gems.
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Ancient
stone axe

traditional ornate patterns

TRADITIONAL
ABORIGINAL LIFESTYLES

Aboriginal artifacts and tools, decorated in

For tens of thousands of years,
the Aborigines were a race
of hunters leading a nomadic
existence. They made light-
weight, versatile tools such
as the boomerang, and built
temporary mud dwellings.
The extent of their wander-
ings differed from region to
region — people who lived in
areas with a plentiful supply
of food and water were rela-
tively more static than those
in areas where such essentials
were scarce.

Through living in small
groups in a vast land, Abori-
ginal society came to be
broken up into numerous
clans separated by different
languages and customs. Even
people with a common lang-
uage would live apart in
“core” family groups, con-
sisting of a husband, wife,
children and perhaps some
close friends to share the
responsibilities of daily life.
Groups would come together

Aboriginal Culture

Far from being one homogeneous race, at the
time of European settlement in the 18th century,
the estimated 750,000 Aborigines in Australia had
at least 300 different languages and a wide
variety of lifestyles, depending on where they
lived. The tribes of northern coastal areas,
such as the Tiwis, had most contact with
outsiders, especially from Indonesia, and
their culture was quite different from the more
isolated Pitjantjatjaras of Central Australia’s deserts or
the Kooris from the southeast. However, there were
features common to Aboriginal life and these have
passed down the centuries to present-day traditions.

from time to time to
conduct religious
ceremonies, arrange
marriages and settle
inter-clan disputes.
Trade was an impor-
| tant part of social
life. Shell, ochre and
wood were some of
the goods exchanged
along trade routes
that criss-crossed the
entire country.

The nomadic way
of life largely ended
when English settlers claimed
vast tracts of land, but other
aspects of traditional life have
survived. In Aboriginal com-
munities, senior members are
still held in great respect, and
are responsible for maintain-
ing laws and meting out pun-
ishments to those who break
them or divulge secrets of
ancient rituals. Such rituals are
part of the Aboriginal belief
system called “Dreamtime”.

Men’s Dreaming by Clifford
Possum Tjapaltjarri

THE DREAMTIME

The dreamtime (or Dream-
ing) is the English term for
the Aboriginal system of
laws and beliefs. Its basis is a
rich mythology about the
earth’s creation. “Creation
ancestors” such as giant ser-
pents are believed to have
risen up from the earth’s
core and roamed the world,
creating valleys, rivers and
mountains. Other progeni-
tors caused the rain and sun,
and created the people and
wildlife. Sites where ances-
tral beings are thought to
have emerged from the earth
are sacred and are still used
as the locations for ceremo-
nies and rituals today.

The belief in the Dream-
time is, in essence, a religious
ideology for all Aborigines,
whatever their tribe, and
forms the basis of Aboriginal
life. Every Aborgine is

THE BOOMERANG

Aboriginal
boomerang

Contrary to popular belief, not all boomerangs will
return to the thrower. Originally, “boomerang” simply
meant “throwing stick”. They were used for hunting,
fighting, making fire, stoking the coals when cook-
% ing and in traditional games. A hunter did not nor-
mally require a throwing stick to return since its
purpose was to injure its target sufficiently to enable
8\ capture. Over time, intricate shapes were devel-
oped that allowed sticks to switl in a large arc
and return to the thrower. The returning
, boomerang is limited to games, killing birds
& and directing animals into traps. Light and
n,  thin, with a deep curvature, its ends
»  are twisted in opposite directions.
The lower surface is flat and
the upper surface convex.
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believed to have two souls —
one mortal and one immortal,
linked with their ancestral
spirit (or totem). Each family
clan is descended from the
same ancestral being. These
spirits provide protection:
any misfortune is due to
disgruntled forebears. As a
consequence, some clan
members have a responsibil-
ity for maintaining sacred
sites. Anyone failing in these
duties is severely punished.
Each Dreamtime story
relates to a particular land-
scape; as one landscape
connects with another, these
stories form a “track”. These
“tracks” are called Songlines
and criss-cross the Australian
continent. Aborigines are
able to connect with other
tribes along these lines.

ABORIGINAL SONG
AND DANCE

Aboriginal songs tell stories
of Dreamtime ancestors and
are intrinsically linked
to the worship of spirits —
the words of songs are often
incomprehensible due to the
secrecy of many ancestral
stories. Simple instruments
accompany the songs, inclu-
ding the didgeridoo, a 1-m
(3-ft) long wind instrument
with a deep sound.
Aborigines also use dance
as a means of communicating
with their ancestors. Aborigi-
nal dance is experiencing a
cultural renaissance, with new
companies performing both
traditional and new works.

ABORIGINAL ISSUES

Although few Aborigines
now maintain a traditional
nomadic lifestyle, the
ceremonies, creation stories
and art that make up their
culture remain strong.

The right to own land has
long been an issue for present-
day Aborigines; they believe
that they are respon-
sible for caring
for the land
entrusted to
them at birth.
The Land Rights
Act of 1976 has
done much to
improve these
rights. The Act
established Abori-
ginal Land Councils which
negotiate between the gov-
ernment and Aborigines to
claim land for its traditional
owners (see pp58-9). Where
Aboriginal rights have been
established, that land cannot
be altered in any way.

Aborigines performing a traditional dance at sunset

Aborigines being painted with white paint to ward off evil spirits

Decorating bark with
natural ochre stains

In areas of large Aboriginal
inhabitance, the government
has also agreed that white
law can exist alongside black
law, which allows for justice
against Aboriginal offenders
to be meted out according to
tribal law. In many cases, this
law is harsh and savage, but
it allows for Aborigines to live
by their own belief system.

The revival of Aboriginal

art was at the fore-

front of seeing
Aboriginal
culture in a
more positive
light by Austra-
lians. Aboriginal
artists such as Emily
Kame Kngwarreye
combine traditional
materials such as
bark and ochre with acrylics
and canvas, while telling
Dreaming stories in a
modern idiom.

Many Aborigines have now
moved away from their tradi-
tional lifestyle and live within
the major cities, but they
remain distinctly Aboriginal
and generally choose to live
within Aboriginal commu-
nities. Within designated
Aboriginal lands (see pp262-
3), many still follow bush
medical practices and perform
traditional rituals.

It cannot be denied that
Aborigines are still disadvan-
taged in comparison with
the rest of Australia, particu-
larly in terms of housing,
health and education. But the
growing awareness of their
culture and traditions is
gradually leading to a more
harmonious coexistence.
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Aboriginal Art

As a nomadic people with little interest
in decorating their temporary dwellings,
Aborigines have long let loose their
creativity on landscape features such as
rocks and caves (see pp47-8). Many art

Aboriginal N
rock artsign  S[€S are thousands of years old, Bark painting, such as this image
although they have often been re- of a fish, has disappeared from
painted over time to preserve the image. Rock art southern areas, but still flourishes
reflects daily Aboriginal life as well as religious beliefs.  in Arnbem Land and on Melville
Some ancient sites contain representations of now and Bathurst islands.

extinct animals; others depict human figures with blue

eyes, strange weapons and horses — evidently the arrival of

Europeans. Aboriginal art is also seen in everyday objects —

utensils and accessories such as belts and headbands. Cave rock was a popular
“canvas” for traditional
Aboriginal art, particularly
when tribes took cover
during the rainy season.

The outline style of rock engraving was developed
most fully in the Sydney-Hawkesbury area, due to vast
areas of soft Hawkesbury sandstone. More than 4,000
[igures bave been recorded, often gigantic in size— one
whale engraving is more than 20 m (65 ft) long. Groups
of engravings can cover more than 1 ha (2.5 acres).

Figures showing the human
anatomy are often depicted in basic
but exaggerated, stylized forms.

=,

B s /J 2, 8
MAJOR ABORIGINAL
] ART SITES
&1 Arnhem Land, Northern Territory
= i B Central Desert
Perth "
e /r'_'“f B UluruKata Tjuta National Park

B Laura, Queensland

B Melville and Bathurst islands

B Sydney-Hawkesbury area




A PORTRAIT OF AUSTRALIA

ARNHEM LAND ROCK ART
Arnhem Land is the 80,285-km
mile) Aboriginal territory which
from east of Darwin to the Gul

art “galleries” in this region dat
16,000 BC (see p47) — some of

oldest Aboriginal art in the country.

Totemic art at Uluru (see

thought to portray the beings in
Aboriginal culture who are believed

Quinkans are stick-like
Sfigures found in far north
Queensland’s Laura region.
They represent spirits that are
thought to emerge suddenly
from rock crevices and startle
people, to remind them that
misbebaviour will bring

swift retribution.

Burial poles are an example of
how important decoration is to
Aborigines, even to commem-
morate death. These brightly
coloured Tutini burial poles
belong to the Tiwi people of
Melville and Bathurst islands
(see p274).

The crocodile image
personifies the force
of nature, as well as
symbolizing the
relationship between
humans and the
natural environment.
Both are common
themes within
Aboriginal art.

(49,890-
stretches
f of Car-
pentaria (see pp262-3). Magnificent rock

e from

the

pPp286-9) is

to have created the rock.

Bush Plum Dreaming (71991)
by Clifford Possum Tjapaltjarri
is a modern example of ancient
Aboriginal techniques used by
the Papunya tribe.

“X-ray art”, such

as this figure at
Nourlangie Rock in
Kakadu National
Park (see pp276-7),
shows the internal
and external
anatomy of living
subjects, including
a range of anima’ls.
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Frederick
McCubbin

ARTISTS

The so-called “Heidelberg
School”, named after an area
around Melbourne, was the
first distinctive Australian
school of painting at the end
of the 19th century. Its main-
stays included Tom Roberts
(1856-1931), Charles Conder
(1868-1909), Frederick
McCubbin (1855-1917) and
Arthur Streeton (1867-1943).
The group drew strongly on
the plein air methods of the
French Impressionists to cap-
ture the distinctive light and
openness of the Australian
landscape. Then, in the early
1900s, Hans Heysen captured
the national imagination
with his delicately coloured
gum trees and his view of
the Australian landscape.

Sir Sidney Nolan (1917-92),

Kelly in Spring (1956), one of Sir
Sidney Nolan’s “Ned Kelly” series

Australian Artists and Writers

The first Europeans to paint Australia were
those who arrived in the Endeavour (see
pp50-51), but it was not until the pros-
perity generated by the 1850s gold rushes
that art gained any public recognition. There
had been colonial artists, of whom Conrad
“ /i Martens (1801-78) was the best known, but
in a country where survival was the most
immediate problem, art was not a high pri-
ority. The first writings were also journals
of early settlers; it was 100 years before
Australia could claim the beginnings of a literary
tradition, when Rolf Boldrewood (1826-1915) wrote
Robbery Under Arms (1888), a heroic tale of the bush.

best known for his “Ned
Kelly” series of the 1940s
based on the country’s most
notorious bushranger (see
p394), also produced land-
scape paintings which pro-
pelled Australian art on to
the international scene for
the first time.

The best known
of the talented
Boyd family, Arthur
Boyd (1920-99),
is another great
on the Australian
art scene; his
“Half-Caste Bride”
series catapulted
him into the art
world in 1960.

Probably the
greatest interpreter
of Australia’s Outback is Sir
Russell Drysdale (1912-81),
whose paintings depict the
harshness of this landscape.
Brett Whiteley (1939-92) is
a more recent talent whose
sensual work reflects his
view of the world.

Winner of the Archibald
Prize for portraiture, William
Dobell (1899-1970) is often
regarded as the figurehead
of the Sydney Modernist
movement. He achieved some
level of notoriety when, in
1944, two fellow artists
mounted a legal challenge to
the granting of the Archibald
for his portrait of Joshua
Smith, claiming it was “not
a portrait but a caricature”.
The action was unsuccessful,
but all Dobell’s further work
generated publicity for the
WIOng reasons.

e

Sir Russell Drysdale

Possibly the most popularly
recognized Australian artist is
Ken Done. Often dismissed
for blatant commercialism,
his brilliantly coloured work
has achieved sales of which
most artists only dream.

The most significant col-
lection of Australian art can
be seen at Canberra’s National
Gallery (see pp202-3).

Toberua (1994) by Ken Done

THE ANTIPODEANS

Formed in Melbourne in
1959, the Antipodeans
consisted of seven of Aus-
tralia’s best-known modern
artists, all born in the 1920s:
Charles Blackman, Arthur
Boyd, David Boyd, John
Brack, Robert Dickerson,
John Perceval and Clifton
Pugh. The aim of the group
was to support figurative
painting rather than abstrac-
tion. The group denied that
they were creating a national
style and the name Antipo-
deans was adopted to avoid
too narrow a focus on Aus-
tralia, as the group aimed for
international recognition at
exhibitions in London. Ironi-
cally, it later came to apply
to Australian art in general.
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Portrait of Miles Franklin by Marie McNiven

WRITERS

Much of Australian fiction

is concerned with the
difficulties Europeans experi-
enced in a harsh land, or the
relationship between white
settlers and Aborigines. The
themes can be traced back
to an early Australian novelist,
Henry Handel Richardson,
the pseudonym of Ethel
Robertson (1870-1946). Her
trilogy, The Fortunes of
Richard Mahoney (1929), was
published to great acclaim,
including a nomination for
the Nobel Prize for Literature.
Contemporary novelist David
Malouf (born in 1934) con-
tinues to explore these issues
in Remembering Babylon
(1993), winner of the Prix
Baudelaire, and Conversa-
tions at Curlow Creek (1996).

Film poster of Schindler’s List,
based on Schindler’s Ark

Australia’s most
celebrated novelist is
undoubtedly Patrick
White (1912-90),
who won the Nobel
Prize in 1973 with
The Eye of the Storm.
White had made his
mark in 1957 with
Voss, the story of the
explorer Ludwig
Leichhardt, while his
later novels include A
Fringe of Leaves
(1976) and The Twy-
born Affair (1979).

Campaigner for
women’s suffrage,
Louisa Lawson
(1848-1920), is
credited with Austra-
lia’s first feminist journal,
Dawn, written between 1888
and 1905. At the same time,
another feminist, Miles
Franklin (1879-1954), defied
traditional women’s roles of
the time by pursuing an
independent life in Australia,
England and the USA. Her
life was documented in
several autobiographies,
beginning with My Brilliant
Career (1901).

For descriptions of pre-
and postwar Sydney life in
the slums, the novels of Ruth
Park (born in 1922), such as
Hanp in the South (1948) and
Fence around the Cuckoo
(1992), are unbeatable.
Novelist Thomas Keneally
(born in 1935) won the 1982
Booker Prize with Schind-
ler’s Ark, later made by Steven
Spielberg into the acclaimed
film Schindler’s List.

Aboriginal writer Sally
Morgan (born in 1951) has
put indigenous Australian
writing on the map with her
1988 autobiography My Place.

POETS

Australia’s early poets

were mostly bush balladeers,
articulating life in the Austra-
lian bush. “The Man from
Snowy River” and “Clancy of
the Overflow” by AB “Banjo”
Paterson (1864-1941) are
classics still committed to
memory by every Australian
schoolchild. Writing from the

late 1800s until his death in
1922, Henry Lawson similarly
wrote some enduring bush
verse, but his poetry also
had a more political edge.
His first published poem in
the Bulletin literary maga-
zine in 1887 was the rallying
“Song of the Republic”. One
of Australia’s leading poets,
Les Murray (1938-), is
known as the “bush bard”
for his writing on bush life.
Poets such as Judith Wright
(1915-2000) and Oodgeroo
Noonuccal (1920-93), have
powerfully expressed the
anguish of Aboriginal people.

Henry Lawson

PLAYWRIGHTS
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Australia’s most prolific
contemporary playwright is
David Williamson, born in
1942. A satirist exploring
middle-class life and values,
Williamson has been an
international success and
several of his plays, such as
Dead White Males (1995),
have been performed both
in London and New York.

Ray Lawler gained renown
in 1955 with Summer of the
Seventeenth Doll, which
challenged the deep-rooted
Australian concept of male
friendship. The play has been
adapted as an opera, with
music by Australian composer
Richard Meale.

Other notable contem-
porary playwrights are Nick
Enright, Stephen Sewell and
Louis Nowra.
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The Wines of Australia

Grapes and wine have been produced in Australia
virtually since European settlement in 1788 (see
pp50-51). The first vineyards were planted in
Sydney in 1791 and over the next 40 years vines
were planted in the Hunter Valley (1827), the
Barossa Valley at Jacobs Creek (1847), the Yarra
Valley (1930), and Adelaide (1937). John and
Elizabeth Macarthur became Australia’s first com-
mercial wine producers with a small vintage
Penfold's  in 1827 from their Sydney farm (see p127) . In
Grange the 1960s, with the introduction of interna-
tional grape varieties, such as Chardonnay, small oak-
barrel maturation and modern wine-making technology,
the wine industry really developed. Since the 1990s
Australia has earned an excellent reputation for high-quality
wines and there are about 1,465 wineries operating today.

Sauvignon.

THE FATHER OF AUSTRALIAN WINE

- James Busby is often regarded as the

. father of the Australian wine industry.

Scottish-born, he arrived in Sydney in
1824. During the voyage to Australia
he wrote the country’s first wine
book, detailing his experiences of

| French vineyards. He established a
property at Kirkton in the Hunter

Valley, New South Wales, and returned

! to Europe in 1831, collecting 570 vine

,am;s_gusby cuttings from France and Spain.

These were cultivated at Kirkton and

at the Sydney and Adelaide Botanic Gardens. In 1833,

having founded Australia’s first wine-producing region,

he emigrated to New Zealand.

LOCATOR MAP

m Major wine-producing
regions of Australia

0 kilometres 500
.,
0 miles 500

Leeuwin Estate winery in
Margaret River, Western Australia
(see pp314-15) is one of the
nation’s largest producers of top-
quality table wines, including
Chardonnay and Cabernet
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Mount Hurtle winery
produces distinctive white
table wines. It is located in
one of South Australia’s
main wine regions,
McLaren Vale (see
pp338-9).
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WINE REGIONS OF AUSTRALIA

Since signing a trade agreement with the

European Union, Australia has had to

(Western Victoria). Within these zones
are 61 wine regions, such as Barossa
Valley (see pp356-7), with the main ones

@ South Burnett
@ Granite Belt
® Hastings River
® Hunter Valley
® Mudgee

® Orange

@ Cowra
Lachlan Valley
® Canberra
Gundagai

@ Hilltops

@ Sydney

@ Shoalhaven
Riverina

@ Murray Darling

implement a new classification system for

its wine producing regions. The whole of

Australia has 28 wine zones, which can be
whole state (Tasmania) or parts of states

Swan Hill

(@ Rutherglen
Glenrowan
King Valley

Yarra Valley

Mornington
Peninsula

Geelong

@) Tasmania

@ Sunbury

@ Macedonl

Pyrenees

® Grampians

Coonawarra

@ Mount Benson

listed below. Some of the up-and-coming
areas in Australia are Mudgee and
Orange (NSW), and Geelong (VIC).

Padthaway
Langhorne Creek
McLaren Vale

@D Adelaide Hills
() Eden Valley

() BarossaValley
Clare Valley

() Kangaroo Island
Esperance

@) Great Southern
Pemberton
Manjimup
Margaret River
Swan District
Perth Hills

Pipers Brook i7n
Tasmania was estab-

duces fine Chardonnays.

PP - CPETARE

lished in 1973 and pro- -risbni

Balmoral House is part of the Rosemount Estate
in the Upper Hunter Valley (see pp162-3). The
house gives its name to the winery’s excellent
Balmoral Shiraz.

VISITING A WINERY

Wine tourism is increasingly popular
in Australia and information and
maps are readily available at infor-
mation bureaux. Most wineries are
open daily (but you should ring ahead
to avoid disappointment) and if they
charge for tastings it will be refunded
against a purchase from the “cellar
door”. Winery restaurants are also
popular and some have barbeques
and entertainment for children while
others have a wine-food paired
menu. With strict drink-drive laws it
may be better to take a guided tour —
these can be by bus or limousine.
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Surfing and Beach Culture

Australia is the quintessential home of beach
culture, with the nation’s beaches ranging
from sweeping crescents with rolling waves to
tiny, secluded coves. Almost all Australians
- live within a two-hour drive of the coast, and
- during the hot summers it is almost second
nature to make for the water to cool off. The
clichéd image of the sun-bronzed Australian is
no longer the reality it once was, but popular
~ beaches are still packed with tanned bodies
Lifeguard and basking on golden sands or frolicking in deep
her surfboard ~ Dlue waves. Fines levied for inappropriate -
behaviour mean that the atmosphere is calm Baked-brown bodies
. . . and sun-bleached bhair
and safe at all times. Surfing has always been a national Y e
sport, with regular carnivals and competitions held on the 7 peach cuture.
coastline. There are also opportunities for beginners to try
their hand at this daring sport.

-
Surf carnivals attract thousands of spectators,
who thrill to races, “iron man” competitions,
dummy rescues and spectacular lifeboat displays.

SURFER IN ACTION

Riding the waves is a serious business.
Wetsuit-clad “surfies” study the surfing
reports in the media and think nothing of
travelling vast distances to reach a beach
where the best waves are running.

Crouching down into the wave’s crest
increases stability on the board.

WHERE TO SURF

The best surfing to be found in Australia is on the New
South Wales coast (see pp178-9), the southern Queens-
land coast, especially the aptly named Surfer’s Paradise
and the Sunshine Coast (pp238-9) and the southern
coastline of Western Australia (pp312-13). Tasmania also
has some fine surfing beaches on its northwestern tip I
(pp466-7). Despite superb north Queensland beaches,

the Great Barrier Reef stops the waves well before they e :
reach the mainland. In summer, deadly marine stingers
(box jellyfish) here make surf swimming impossible in
many areas, unless there is a stinger-proof enclosure.
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Australian beach scene. Trained volunteer life-
savers, easily recognized by their red and yellow
swimming caps, ensure that swimmers stay
within flag-defined safe areas and are ready to
spring into action if someone is in trouble.

BEACH ACTIVITIES

Australian beaches are not only the
preserve of surfers. Winter temperatures
are mild in most coastal areas, so many
beach activities are enjoyed all year.
Weekends see thousands of pleasure
boats, from small runabouts to luxury
yachts, competing in races or just out for
a picnic in some sheltered cove. The
sails of windsurfers
create swirls of
colour on gusty
days. Kite-flying has
become an art form,
with the Festival of
the Winds a Sep-
tember highlight at
Sydney’s Bondi
Beach (see p40).
Beach volleyball,
once a knockabout EH
game, is now an |
Olympic sport.

Festival of the Winds

}rl- K
= i". ]

an everyday sport, learned at a very early age.

Takeaway snack food at the beach is an
Australian tradition, since many sunlovers

spend entire days by the ocean. Fish and chips,
kebabs and burgers are on sale at beach cafés.

Sy,

The Australian crawl revolutionized swimming throughout
the world in the 1880s. For most Australians, swimming is

Surfboards, once made out of wood, are now
built of light fibreglass, often in bright
colours, improving speed and visibility.

SAFETY

Beaches are safe provided you

follow a few guidelines:

* Always swim “between the flags”.

® Don’t swim alone.

 Note signs warning of strong
currents, blue bottles or stingers.

o If you get into difficulty, do not
wave but signal for help by
raising one arm straight in the air.

 Use Factor 30+ sunscreen and
wear a shirt and hat.
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AUSTRALIA
THROUGH THE YEAR

he seasons in Australia are the coast is more clearly divided into

ber, summer

SPRING

With the warm weather, the
profusion of spring flowers
brings gardens and national
parks to life. Food, art and
music festivals abound in
cities. Footballers finish their
seasons, cricketers warm up
for summer matches and the
horse-racing fraternity gets
ready to place its bets.

Australian Football League Grand
Final in September

SEPTEMBER

Open Garden Scheme
(Sep-May). The country’s
most magnificent private
gardens open to the public
(see p374).

Mudgee Wine Festival (date
varies). Includes bush dances
as well as wine (see p177).
Festival of the Winds (Sun,
date varies), Bondi Beach
(see p39). Multicultural kite-
flying festival; music, dance.

opposite of those in the

northern hemisphere. In
the southern half of the contin-
ent spring comes in Septem-
is from
December to February,
autumn runs from March to
May, while winter begins
in June. In contrast, the
tropical climate of the north

Reveller enjoying the
Melbourne Festival

Royal Melbourne Show (last
two weeks). Agricultural

exhibitions, rides and displays.

Australian Football League
Grand Final (last Sat in Sep),
Melbourne (see p397).

Tulip Festival (last week
Sep—first week Oct), Bowral.
The Corbett Gardens are car-

peted with flowers (see p186).

Carnival of Flowers (date
varies), Toowoomba.
Popular floral festival includ-
ing spectacular garden and
flower displays (see p240).

OCTOBER

Melbourne Fringe Festival
(late Sep—early Oct, dates
vary). The arts festival
showcases hundreds of
events, such as live per-
formances, films, visual arts,
multi-media exhibits and
comedy shows.

Australian Rugby League
Grand Final (first weekend),
Sydney. National event.

wet and dry seasons, the former
between November and April.
Australia’s vast interior has a
virtually unchanging desert
, climate — baking hot days
and cool nights. The weather
throughout Australia is reli-
able enough year-round to
make outdoor events popular
all over the country.

Floriade, the October spring
flower festival in Canberra

Melbourne International
Arts Festival (most of Oct),
Dance, theatre, music and
visual arts events.
Henley-on-Todd Regatta
(third Sat), Alice Springs.
Races in bottomless boats
along the dry Todd River.
Melbourne Marathon (date
varies). Fun-run through the
centre of the city.

Lygon Street Festa (last
weekend), Melbourne. Street
carnival through the city’s
Italian district (see p395).

Henley-on-Todd Regatta at Alice Springs
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Floriade (first three weeks),
Canberra. Magnificent flower
festival in Commonwealth
Park (see p195).

Leura Garden Festival
(second to third weekends),
Blue Mountains. Village fair
and garden shows (see p172).
Rose and Rodeo Festival

(last weekend), Warwick.
Australia’s oldest rodeo
attracts riders from all over
the world (see p240).
Jacaranda Festival (last
week), Grafton. Australia’s
oldest flower festival features
a Grand Float procession
through the town (see p178).
Maldon Folk Festival (last
weekend). Folk music con-
certs in this country town.

Race-goers dressed up for the
Melbourne Cup in November

NOVEMBER

Sculpture by the Sea

(first week), Sydney. Great
outdoor sculptures can be
seen at Bondi beach.
Great Mountain Race of
Victoria (first Sat),
Mansfield. Bush riders
compete cross-country (see
D447).

Melbourne Cup (first Tue).
Australia’s most popular
horse race virtually brings
the nation to a halt.

SUMMER

The beginning of the school
holidays for Christmas
marks the start of the sum-
mer in Australia and the
festivities continue until

Santa Claus celebrating Christmas on Bondi Beach, Sydney

Australia Day on 26 January.
Summer, too, brings a feast
for sport lovers, with tennis,
surfing events and a host of
cricket matches. Arts and
music lovers make the most
of organized festivals.

DECEMBER

Carols by Candlelight

(24 Dec), Melbourne. Top
musicians unite with locals
to celebrate Christmas.
Christmas at Bondi Beach
(25 Dec). Holiday-makers
hold parties on the famous
beach (see p126).

Sydney to Hobart Yacht
Race (26 Dec). Sydney Har-
bour teems with yachts set-

ting off for Hobart (see p458).

Boxing Day Test Match

(26 Dec), Melbourne.

New Year's Eve (31 Dec),
Sydney Harbour. Street par-
ties and firework displays.

JANUARY

Hanging Rock Picnic

Races (1 jan & 26 Jan).
Premier country horse racing
event (see p437).

Festival of Sydney (first week
—end Jan). City comes alive
during this cultural festival.
Australian Open (last two
weeks), Melbourne. Austra-
lia’s popular Grand Slam
tennis tournament.

Country Music Festival

(last two weeks), Tamworth.
Australia’s main country
music festival, culminating
in the Golden Guitar

Awards (see p177).
Midsumma Festival
(mid-Jan—first week Feb),

Melbourne. Melbourne’s
annual Gay and Lesbian fes-
tival includes street parades.
Tunarama Festival (last
weekend), Port Lincoln. Tuna
tossing competitions and
fireworks (see p366).
Australia Day Concert (26
Jan), Sydney. Free concert
commemorating the birth of
the nation (see p56).
Chinese New Year (late Jan
or early Feb), Sydney.
Cricket Test Match, Sydney.

Fireworks in Sydney for the
Australia Day celebrations

FEBRUARY

Festival of Perth

(Feb-Mar). Australia’s oldest
arts festival.

Leeuwin Estate Winery

Music Concert (mid-Feb-
Mar), Margaret River. Concert
attracting stars (see p314).
Adelaide Fringe (mid-Feb-
mid-Mar). Second-largest
fringe festival in the world.
Adelaide Festival of Arts (late
Feb-mid-Mar). Multi-arts
festival held biennially in
even-numbered years.
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AUTUMN

After the humidity of the
summer, autumn brings
fresh mornings and cooler
days that are tailor-made for
outdoor pursuits such as
bushwalking, cycling and
fishing, as well as outdoor
festivals. There are numer-
ous sporting and cultural
events to tempt the visitor.
Many of the country’s
wineries open their doors
during the harvest season
and hold gourmet food
and wine events. Anzac
Day (25 April) — the day
in 1915 when Australian
and New Zealand forces
landed at Gallipoli —

has been observed
annually since 1916 and
is a national holiday

on which Australians com-
memorate their war dead.

MARCH

Australian Formula One
Grand Prix (first weekend),
Melbourne. Top Formula
One drivers compete, while
the city celebrates with street
parties (see p403).

Gay and Lesbian Mardi
Gras Festival (varies),
Sydney. Flamboyant street
parades and events.

Yarra Valley Grape

Grazing (early Mar). Grape
pressing, barrel races, good
food and wine.

Begonia Festival (first two
weeks), Ballarat. Begonia
displays in the Botanical
Gardens (see p435).
Moomba Festival (second
week), Melbourne. Inter-

Australian Grand Prix, held in Melbourne in March

national aquatic events on
the Yarra River (see pp400-1).
St Patrick’s Day Parade

(17 Mar or Sun before),
Sydney. Pubs serve green
beer and a flamboyant parade
travels from Hyde Park.

APRIL

Melbourne International
Comedy Festival (end
Mar-early Apr). Comedy
acts from around the world

perform indoors and out.

Royal Easter Show (week

preceding Good Fri)

Sydney. Agricultural
shows, funfair rides, local
arts and crafts displays
and team games.

Rip Curl Pro Surfing

Yarra Valley Competition (Easter
wine

weekend), Bells Beach.
Pros and amateurs take
part in this premier
competition (see p428).

Easter Fair (Easter weekend),
Maldon. An Easter parade
and a colourful street carnival
takes over this quaint country
town (see p432).
International Flower and
Garden Show (early Apr),
Melbourne. Spectacular
floral event held in the
beautiful Exhibition Gardens
(see p395).

Bright Autumn Festival

(last week Apr-mid-May),
Bright. Winery tours, art
exhibitions and street
parades (see p447).

Anzac Day (25 Apr).
Australia’s war dead and war
veterans are honoured in
remembrance services
throughout the country.

MAY

Australian Celtic Festival
(first weekend), Glen Innes.
Traditional Celtic events
celebrate the town’s British
heritage (see p176).
Kernewek Lowender
Cornish Festival (mid-May),
Little Cornwall.

A biennial celebration of

the area’s Cornish heritage
which began with the
copper discoveries of the
1860s (see p363).

Torres Strait Cultural

Festival (even-numbered
years), Thursday Island. Spiri-
tual traditions of the Torres
Strait Islanders celebrated
through dance, song and art.
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Anzac Day ceremony along Canberra’s Anzac Parade
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Racing in Alice Springs’ Camel Cup

WINTER

Winter in the east can be
cool enough to require
warm jackets, and it is often
icy in Victoria and Tasmania.
Many festivals highlight the
change of climate in cele-
bration of freezing tempera-
tures. Other events, such as
film festivals, are arts-based
and indoors. The warm
rather than sweltering climate
of the Outback in winter
offers the opportunity for
pleasurable outdoor events.

JUNE

Three-day Equestrian

event (first weekend),
Gawler. Spectacular riding
skills are displayed at Austra-
lia’s oldest equestrian event.
Sydney Film Festival (7wo
weeks mid-jun). The latest
blockbusters film releases
are combined with retrospec-
tives and showcases.

Laura Dance & Cultural
Festival (odd-numbered
years), Cape York. Cele-
bration of Aboriginal culture.

Darling Harbour Jazz
Festival (mid-Jun), Sydney.
Hugely popular festival
featuring jazz bands.

JuLy

Yulefest (throughout Jun,
Jul, Aug), Blue Mountains.
Hotels, guesthouses and some
restaurants celebrate a mid-
winter “traditional Christmas”
with log fires and all the
usual yuletide trimmings.
Brass Monkey Festival,
(throughout Jul), Stanthorpe.
Inland Queensland turns the
freezing winter temperatures
into an opportunity for cele-
bration (see p240).

Alice Springs Show

(first weekend). Agricultural
and historical displays
combined with arts, crafts
and cookery demonstrations.
Cairns Show (mid-Jul).

A cultural celebration of
historical and contemporary
life in the Australian tropics
(see p254).

Melbourne International

Film Festival (last week
Jul-mid-Aug). The largest and
most popular film festival.

Dragon Boat race, part of the Shinju Matsuri in Broome

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
New Year's Day (1 Jan)

Australia Day (26 Jan,
NSW; 1st Mon after 26
Jan, all other states)

Good Friday (variable)
Easter Monday (variable)
Anzac Day (25 Apr)

Queen’s Birthday (second
Mon in Jun)

Christmas Day (25 Dec)
Boxing Day (26 Dec)

Camel Cup (mid-jul), Alice
Springs. Camel racing on the
dry Todd River.

Mount Isa Rodeo in August

AUGUST

Almond Blossom Festival
(first week), Mount Lofty.
Includes almond cracking.
City to Surf Race (second
Sun), Sydney. A 14-km (9-
mile) fun run to Bondi.
Shinju Matsuri Festival (last
weekend-first week Sep),
Broome. Pearl festival.
Melbourne Contemporary
Art Fair (mid-Aug). Biennial
modern art fair.

Mount Isa Rodeo (mid-Aug).
Largest rodeo (see p257).
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The Climate of Australia

This vast country experiences a variable
climate. Three-quarters of its land is desert
or scrub and has low, unreliable rainfall. The
huge, dry interior is hot year-round during
the day but can be very cold at night. The
southern half of Australia, including
Tasmania, has warm summers and mild
winters. Further north, seasonal variations
lessen and the Top End has just two
seasons: the dry, and the wet, with its mon-
soon rains and occasional tropical cyclones.
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THE HISTORY

ustralia is a young nation in an ancient land. It is a nation of
immigrants, past and present, forced and free. The first Euro-

pean settlers occupied a harsh country; they explored i,
exploited its mineral wealth and farmed it. In so doing, they suffered at
the bands of nature, as well as enduring depressions and wars. Out of

all this, however, bas emerged a modern and cosmopolitan society.

The first rocks of the
Australian landscape
began to form some four-
and-a-half billion years
ago. Over time many older

rocks were covered by S implements, roughly

more recent rocks, but in  Australian
places such as the Pilbara

region of Western Australia erosion
has exposed a landscape 3,500 mil-
lion years old (see pp330-31).
About 500 million years ago
Australia, together with South
America, South Africa, India and the
Antarctic, formed a supercontinent
known as Gondwanaland. This
landmass moved through a series of
different climatic zones; today’s
desert interior was once a shallow

sea (see pp22-3).

THE FIRST IMMIGRANTS
Australia was first settled by Abori-
ginal people who arrived by sea from
Asia more than 60,000 years ago. On
landing, they quickly adapted to the
climatic and geographical conditions.
Nomadic hunters and gatherers, the
Aborigines moved with the seasons
and spread across the continent,
reaching Tasmania 35,000 years ago.
They had few material possessions
beyond the tools and weapons

OF AUSTRALIA

required for hunting
and obtaining food. The
early tools, known
today as core tools, were
very simple chopping

catofarms  formed by grinding

stone. By 8,000 BC
Aborigines had developed the
sophisticated returning boomerang
(see p30) and possibly the world’s
first barbed spear. So-called flaked
tools of varying styles were in use
5,000 years later, finely made out of
grained stones such as flint to create
sharp cutting edges.

Beneath the apparently simple way
of life, Aboriginal society was com-
plex. It was based on a network of
mainly nomadic bands, comprising
between 50 and 100 people, bound
by kin relationships, who lived
according to strictly applied laws and
customs. These laws and beliefs,
including the spiritual significance of
the land, were upheld through a tra-
dition of song, dance and art (see
pp30-33). With no centralized or
formal system of government,
individual groups were led by
prominent, generally older men,
who were held in great respect.
Across the continent there were more

TIMELINE
43,000-38,000 BC Tools found 35,000 BC N
in a grave pit beside Nepean Aborigines f - 13,000 End
River are among the oldest reach of Ice Age
firmly dated signs of human Tasmania Diprotodon
occupation in Australia 20,000 BC
60,000 BC 50,000 BC 40,000 BC ] 30,000 BC 20,000 BC 10,000 BC
170-60,000 BC 42,000 BC 25,000 BC 20,000 BC Humans live
Aborigines Aboriginal Woman is cremated in the Blue Mountains
thought to have engravings at at Lake Mungo — the despite Ice Age. Remains
reached Australia Olary, South world’s oldest of the largest marsupial,
Australia known cremation Diprotodon, date back

to this period

<] Desmond, A New South Wales Chief (about 1825) by Augustus Earle
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than 200 languages
spoken and approximately
800 dialects. In
many respects,
Aboriginal life
was also very
advanced: exca-
vations at Lake
Mungo provide
fascinating evi-
dence of ancient
burial rituals,
including what is believed to be the
world’s oldest cremation 25,000 years
ago (see p181).

Woodcut of an “antipodean
man” (1493)

THEORIES OF A SOUTHERN LAND
In Europe, the existence of a southern
land was the subject of debate for cen-
turies. As early as the 5th century BC,
with the European discovery of Aus-
tralia some 2,000 years away, the math-
ematician Pythagoras speculated on
the presence of southern lands nec-
essary to counterbalance those in the
northern hemisphere. In about AD
150, the ancient geographer Ptolemy
of Alexandria continued this specula-
tion by drawing a map showing a land-
mass enclosing the Atlantic and Indian
oceans. Some scholars went so far as
to suggest that it was inhabited by

“antipodes”, a race of men whose feet
faced backwards. Religious scholar St
Augustine (AD 354—430) declared cate-
gorically that the southern hemisphere
contained no land; the contrary view
was heretical. But not all men of reli-
gion agreed: the 1086 Osma Beatus, a
series of maps illustrating the works
of the monk Beatus, showed the hypo-
thetical land as a populated region.

It was not until the 15th century,
when Europe entered a golden age of
exploration, that these theories were
tested. Under the patronage of Prince
Henry of Portugal (1394-1460), known
as Henry the Navigator, Portuguese
sailors crossed the equator for the first
time in 1470. In 1488 they sailed around
the southern tip of Africa, and by 1502
they claimed to have located a south-
ern land while on a voyage to explore
South America. The Italian navigator,
Amerigo Vespucci, described it as
Paradise, full of trees and colourful
birds. The location of this land is not
clear but it was definitely not Australia.

In 1519 another Portuguese expedi-
tion set off, under the command of
Ferdinand Magellan, and was the first
to circumnavigate the world. No draw-
ings of the lands explored survive, but
subsequent maps show Tierra del
Fuego as the tip of a

landmass south of the
Americas. Between 1577
and 1580 the Englishman
Sir Francis Drake also
circumnavigated the world,
but his maps indicate no
such land. Meanwhile,
maps prepared in Dieppe

Z q
. g in France between 1540
o and 1566 show a southern
i continent, Java la Grande,
: 2 lying southeast of
First known map of Australia known as the Dauphin Chart, 1530-36 Indonesia.
TIMELINE
5,000 BC Dingo is the 500 BC Pythagoras AD 150 Prolemy 450 Macrobius, in his
first domesticated speculates on existence believes the south- Dream of Scorpio,
animal to reach Australia of southern lands ern land encloses envisages uninhabited
from Southeast Asia the Atlantic and southern land
Indian oceans
5,000 BC 1,000 BC AD 1 | 1000
400 St Augustine declares 1086 Beatus, on his
south to be all ocean and Mappa mundi, shows
rejects idea of antipodeans a southern land
inhabited by a
= Copperplate print monster with one
of a dingo large foot
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Abel Tasman’s Dutch discovery ships

THE DUTCH DISCOVERY

By the 17th century Portugal’s power
in Southeast Asia was beginning to
wane, and Holland, with its control of
the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia), was
the new power and responsible for the
European discovery of Australia.

Willem Jansz, captain of the ship
Duyfken, was in search of New Guinea,

THE FORGOTTEN SPANIARD

In 1606, the same
year that Willem
Jansz first set foot
on Australian soil,
Luis Vaez de Torres,
a Spanish Admiral,
led an expedition
in search of “Terra
Australia”. He sailed
through the strait
which now bears
his name between
Australia and New Guinea (see p252).
His discovery, however, was inexplicably
ignored for 150 years. He sent news of his
exploration to King Felipe III of Spain
from the Philippines but died shortly
after. Perhaps his early death meant that
the news was not disseminated and the
significance of his maps not realized.

Bronze relief of Luis
Vaez de Torres

a land thought to be rich in
gold, when he sailed along
the Cape York Peninsula in
1606. He found the coast
inhospitable. In 1616 Dirk
Hartog, commanding the
Eendracht, was blown off
course on his way to the East
Indies. He landed on an
island off Western Australia
and nailed a pewter plate to
a pole (see p3206).

Dutch navigator Abel Tas-
man charted large parts of
Australia and New Zealand
between 1642 and 1644, including
Tasmania which he originally named
Van Diemen’s Land in honour of the
Governor-General of the East Indies.
It became Tasmania in 1855.

The Dutch continued to explore the
country for 150 years, but although
their discoveries were of geographic
interest they did not result in any eco-
nomic benefit.

THE FIRST ENGLISHMAN

The first Englishman to land on Aus-
tralian soil was the privateer
William Dampier in 1688. He published
a book of his journey, New Voyage
Round the World, in 1697. Britain gave
him command
of the Roebuck,
in which he
explored the
northwest Austra-
lian coast in great
detail. His ship
sank on the return
voyage. The crew
survived but Dam-
pier was court
martialled for the
mistreatment of
his subordinates.

Portrait of William
Dampier

circumnavigates the world but

1577-80 Sir Francis Drake

indicates no austral region

beneath South America Dampier’s soil
Sir Francis Drake compass
1200 1400 | 1600

1300 Marco Polo describes
a southern land which is
later added to the imagi-

nary Terra Australis on
Renaissance maps Hartog’s
plate

1616 Dirk Hartog sails
from Amsterdam and
lands on the western

shore of Australia, nailing
a pewter plate to a pole

voyage of the Buis

1688 William
Dampier lands
on Australian

1756 Final Dutch

to Australia
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The Colonization of Australia

r (h- By the mid-18th century England
had taken over as the world’s main
maritime power. In 1768 Captain
James Cook set off to find Australia in
Hatmade  the Endeavour and in 1770 King
fron ‘albbage George TIT formally claimed possession
— of the east coast, named New South
Wales. Overcrowding of jails and the
loss of American colonies in the War of Indepen-
dence led the English to establish a penal colony
in the new land. The First Fleet, consisting of two
men-of-war and nine transport ships, arrived in

Captain James Cook (c.7800)
The English navigator charted
eastern Australia for the first
Sydney Cove in 1788. The time between 1770 and 1771.

initial settlement consisted of

750 convicts, approximately
210 marines and 40 women
and children. Faced with
great hardship, they survived
in tents, eating local wildlife
and rations from England.

Boat building at the
Government dockyard

Aborigines depicted A VIEW OF

observing the new SYDNEY COVE

white settlement. This idyllic image, drawn by
Edward Dayes and engraved
by F Jukes in 1804, shows
the Aboriginal peoples living
peacefully within the infant
colony alongside the flour-

England Takes Possession
In 1770 the Union Jack was
raised on the east coast of
Australia, and England
finally claimed possession

of this new-found land. ishing maritime and agricul-
tural industries. In reality, by

the end of the 18th century
Sir Joseph Banks they had been entirely ostra-

cized from the life and
prosperity of their native
land. The first settlement was
founded at Port Jackson,
renamed Sydney Cove.

Aboard the Endeavour with
Captain Cook, botanist Joseph
Banks was responsible for the
proposal of Botany Bay as the

first penal settlement.
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First Fleet Ship

This painting by Francis Holman (c.1787)
shows three views of the Borrowdale, one
of the fleet’s three commercial store ships.

/.

Scrimshaw ,17

Engraving bone
or shell was a
skilful way to
pass time dur-
ing long months

Buildings looked
impressive but Convict housing spent at sea.

were poorly built. /

Governor Phillip’s House, Sydney
Y i grand colonial mansion, flanked
by landscaped gardens, was home to
Australia’s first government.

Barracks housing
NSW Rum Corps

Prison Hulks
Old ships, unfit for naval service, were
used as floating prisons to house convicts
until the mid-19th century.

TIMELINE

1768 Captain James 1775 English over- 1788 Aborigine Bennelong is

Cook sets out from crowding of jails (B captured and held for five

England for Tahiti on and prison hulks origine months, then taken to England

his ship, the Endeavour Bennelong to meet King George 111
1770 1780 1790

1797 John Macarthur

1770 Cook discovers 1779 Botanist Joseph introduces merino
the east coast of Aus- Banks recommends sheep from the Cape
tralia and takes pos- Botany Bay for of Good Hope
session for England penal settlement Merino (see p127)

sheep
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EXPLORING THE COASTLINE
Once the survival of the first settle-
ment was assured, both the govern-
ment and the free settlers began to
look beyond its confines. Faced with
a vast, unknown continent and fuelled
by desires for knowledge and wealth,
they set out to explore the land. The
19th century was a period of explora-
tion, discovery and settlement.

Between 1798 and 1799
the English midship- #
man Matthew Flinders 4
and surgeon George
Bass charted much
of the Australian |
coastline south of
Sydney. They also
circumnavigated Tas-
mania, known at that time
as Van Diemen’s Land
(see p49). In 1801 Flin-
ders was given command of the sloop
Investigator and explored the entire
Australian coastline, becoming the first
man to successfully circumnavigate
the whole continent.

EXPLORING THE INTERIOR
Inland New South Wales was opened
up for settlement in 1813, when
George Blaxland, William Wentworth
and William Lawson forged a success-

Sturt’s party shown being attacked by Aborigines
on their journey to the Murray River

1798-9 Matthew
Flinders and
George Bass

1808 Major John-
ston leads an insur-
rection against rum

John Batman and local Aboriginal chiefs

1825 Van
Diemen’s Land
(later Tasmania)

ful route across the Blue Mountains
(see pp170-71). In 1824 explorers
Hamilton Hume and William Hovell
opened up the continent further when
they travelled overland from New
South Wales to Port Phillip Bay, the
present site of Melbourne.

Between 1828 and 1830 Charles
Sturt, a former secretary to the New
South Wales Governor, led
two expeditions along
%, Australia’s inland river
systems. On his first
\ journey he discov-
ered the Darling
River. His second
/ expedition began in

Sydney and followed
the Murray River to the
sea in South Australia. This
arduous task left Sturt,
like many such explor-
ers before and after him, suffering from
ill health for the rest of his life.

NEW COLONIES

Individual colonies began to emerge
across the continent throughout the
19th century. First settled in 1804,
Tasmania became a separate colony
in 1825; in 1829 Western Australia
became a colony with the establish-
ment of Perth. Originally a colony of
free settlers, a labour shortage led to
the westward transportation of convicts.

In 1835 a farmer, John Batman,
signed a contract with local Aborigines
to acquire 250,000 ha (600,000 acres)
of land where Melbourne now stands
(see p381). His action resulted in a
rush for land in the area. The settle-
ment was recognized in 1837, and the
separate colony of Victoria was pro-
claimed in 1851, at the start of its
gold rush (see pp54-5). Queensland
became a separate colony in 1859.

1840-41 Sheep farmer
Edward John Eyre is the
first European to cross

circumnavigate being abolished as becomes a the Nullarbor Plain
Tasmania currency separate colony E]J Eyre
1800 1810 _L1 820 1830 1840

1801-3

Flinders
circumnavigates
Australia

1804 Hobart Town
is established

1813 The first currency,
the “holey dollar” and
“dump”, is introduced

Holey dollar and
dump, made from Spanish coins

1833 Port Anhur opens as
a penal establishment. It
remains in use until 1877

1829 Western Australia is annexed,
using convicts for cheap labour
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A typical colonial house in Hobart Town (now
Hobart), Tasmania, during its early days in 1856

South Australia was established in 1836
as Australia’s only convict-free colony.
Based on a theory formulated by a
group of English reformers, the colony
was funded by land sales which paid
for public works and the transportation
of free labourers. It became a haven
for religious dissenters, a tradition that
still continues today.

CROSSING THE CONTINENT
Edward John Eyre, a sheep farmer
who arrived from England in 1833,
was the first European to cross the
Nullarbor Plain from Adelaide to
Western Australia in 1840.

In 1859 the South Australian gov-
ernment, anxious to build an overland
telegraph from Adelaide to

THE RUM REBELLION

In 1808, the military, under the command
of Major George Johnston and John Mac-
arthur (see p127), staged an insurrection
known as the Rum Rebellion. At stake
was the military’s control of the profitable
rum trade. Governor
William Bligh (1754
1817), target of a
mutiny when captain
of the Bounty, was
arrested after he tried
to stop rum being
used as currency. The
military held power
for 23 months until
government was
restored by Governor
Lachlan Macquarie.

William Bligh

for the ocean, before heading back
south. They returned to the base camp
only hours after the main party, who
now believed them dead, had left.
Burke and Wills died at the base camp
from starvation and fatigue.

The crossing from south to north was
finally completed by John McDouall
Stuart in 1862. He returned to Adelaide
sick with scurvy and almost blind.

the north coast, offered a
reward to the first person
to cross the continent
from south to north. An
expedition of 20 to 40
men and camels left Mel-
bourne in 1860 under the
command of police offi-
cer Robert O’'Hara Burke
and surveyor William Wills.
Burke, Wills and two other
men travelled from their
base camp at Cooper
Creek to the tidal man-
groves of the Flinders

River which they mistook The return of Burke and Wills to Cooper Creek in 1860

1851 Gold discovered
near Bathurst, New
South Wales, and at
Ballarat and Bendigo,
Victoria (see pp54-5)

1862 John Stuart
is the first
explorer to cross
from south to
north Australia

1872 Overland telegraph from
Adelaide to Darwin, via Alice Springs

1873 Uluru (Ayers Rock)
first sighted by Europeans

1850 | 1860 | 1870 | 1880 | 1890
1854 Eureka 1868 Last 1876 Last full- 1880
Stockade transportation blooded Ned Kelly hanged
(see p54) of convicts to Tasmanian (see p451)
Australia arrive Aborigine,
1853 Last convicts in Western Truganini, dies Death mask
transported to Tasmania Australia (see p469) - of Ned Kelly

1899 Australians fight
in the Boer War
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The 1850s Gold Rush

Gold was discovered near Bathurst in
New South Wales and at Ballarat and
Bendigo in Victoria in 1851. Estab-
lished towns were almost deserted as
men from all over the country, together

19th-century  With immigrants from Europe and China,
gold decoration rushed to the gold fields. Some became

extremely wealthy, while others returned

empty-handed. By the 1880s, Australia was a prosper-
ous country and cities were lined with ornate archi-
tecture, some of which was constructed by the last
waves of convict labour. Despite gold found in Western
Australia in the 1890s, however, the
final decade of the 19th century was a
period of depression, when wool prices
fell, Victoria’s land boom collapsed and
the nation suffered a severe drought.

Edward Hargraves
In 1851 Hargraves made bis
name by discovering gold in
Bathurst, New South Wales.

Panning dish

Pick axe

Gold Mining Utensils

Mining for gold was initially an un-
skilled and laborious process that required
only a few basic utensils. A panning dish
to swill water, a pick axe to loosen rock
and a miner’s lamp were all that were
needed to commence the search.

DIGGING FOR GOLD

Edwin Stocqueler’s painting Australian
Gold Diggings (1855) shows the varying
methods of gold mining and the hard work
put in by thousands of diggers in their
quest for wealth. As men and their families

Eureka Stockade

In 1854 an insurrection took place just
outside the town of Ballarat when miners
rebelled against costly licences and
burned them at a stockade (see p434).

came from all over the world to make their
fortune, regions rich in gold, in particular
Victoria, thrived. Previous wastelands were
turned into tent settlements and gradually
grew into impressive new cities.
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Might versus Right (¢.1861)

ST Gill’s painting depicts the riots on the
Lambing Flag gold fields in New South
Wales in 1861. Chinese immigrants,
who came to Australia in search of
gold, were met with violent racism by
European settlers who felt their wealth
and position were in jeopardy.

Gold panning was
Tent villages covered the the most popular
Victoria landscape in the 1850s. extraction method.

Prosperity in Bendigo
The buildings of Williamson Street
in Bendigo (see p432) display the
prosperity that resulted from gold
finds in Victoria.

Chinese
Miners’ Medal
Racism against

the Chinese even-
tually subsided. This
medal was given
by the Chinese to
the district of
Braidwood,
Victoria, in 1881.

Miners wore hats and
heavyweight trousers to
protect them from the sun.

The sluice was a trough
which trapped gold in its bars
as water was flushed through.

Gold Prospecting Camel Team
Just as the gold finds dried up in
Victoria, gold was discovered in
Western Australia in the 1890s.
Prospectors crossed the continent
lo continue their search.
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Souvenir handkerchief of the Australian Federation

FEDERAL BEGINNINGS
Following the economic depression at
the end of the 19th century, Australia
entered the 20th century on an opti-
mistic note: the federation of its six
colonies formed the Australian nation
on 1 January 1901. Within the federa-
tion, there was one matter on which
almost everyone agreed: Australia
would remain “European” with strong
ties to Britain. One of the first acts of
the new parliament was to legislate the
White Australia Policy. The Immigra-
tion Restriction Act required anyone
wishing to emigrate to Australia to pass

Labor government publicity poster

TIMELINE

a dictation test in a European language.
Unwanted immigrants were tested in
obscure languages such as Gaelic.
Between 1901 and 1910 there were
nine different governments led by five
different prime ministers. None of the
three major political groups, the Pro-
tectionists, the Free Traders and the
Labor Party, had sufficient support to
govern in its own right. By 1910, how-
ever, voters were offered a clear
choice between two parties, Labor and
Liberal. The Labor Party won a land-
slide victory and since

then the Australian ST &L

government has come
solely from one of these
two parties.

WORLD WAR |
When Britain entered
World War 1 in 1914,
Australia followed to
defend the “mother
land”. Most Australians
supported the war, but
they would not accept
conscriptionorcompul-
sory national service.

Australia paid a very
high price for its allegiance, with 64
per cent of the 331,781 troops killed
or wounded. Memorials to those who
fought and died are found throughout
the country, ranging from the simple
to the impressive such as the Austra-
lian War Memorial in Canberra (see
pp200-1). World War I was a defining
moment in Australia’s history. Anzac
Day, rather than Australia Day, is felt
by many to be the true national day.
It commemorates the landing of the
Australian and New Zealand Army
Corps at Gallipoli in Turkey on the
25th April 1915, for their unsuccessful
attempt to cross the Dardanelles and

Enlisting poster

1901 The Commonwealth of
Australia comes into being. The
White Australia Policy becomes

1921
Edith Cowan
becomes the

1919 Postwar immi-
gration includes the Big
Brother movement,

law with the passage of the . Australia’s which welcomes first woman MP
Immigration Restriction Bill national flag adolescents in the country
| 1900 1905 # |1910 1915 1920
1902 Women'’s 1912 Walter Burley Griffin 1920

is chosen to design
Canberra (see p191)

suffrage is
granted in
Australia

Qantas is formed as a
local airline

1914-18 Australia takes

part in World War I

QANTAS  Oantas logo
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link up with the Russians.
This was the first battle in
which Australian soldiers
fought as a national force
and, although a failure, they
gained a reputation for brav-
ery and endurance. It is an
event which many believe
determined the Australian
character and saw the real
birth of the Australian nation.

BETWEEN THE WARS
During the 1920s, Australia,
boosted by the arrival of
some 300,000 immigrants,
entered a period of major
development. In 1920 Qantas
(Queensland and Northern Territory
Aerial Service Ltd) was formed, which
was to become the national airline, and
made its first international flight in
1934. Building of the Sydney Harbour
Bridge began in 1923 (see ppSO-81).
Australia’s population reached 6 mil-
lion in 1925, but this new optimism
was not to last.

In 1929 Australia, along with much
of the world, went into economic
decline. Wool and wheat prices, the
country’s major export earners, fell
dramatically. By 1931, a third of the

Swagmen during the Great Depression

Celebrating the opening of Sydney Harbour Bridge

SVDNEY BRIDGE

CELEBRATIONS

country was unemployed. People
slept in tents in city parks; swagmen
(workers with their possessions on
their backs) appeared as men left cities
in search of work in the country.

Prices began to increase again by
1933 and manufacturing revived. From
1934 to 1937 the economy improved
and unemployment fell. The follow-
ing year, however, Australia again
faced the prospect of war.

WORLD WAR Il

Though World War II was initially a
European war, Australians again
fought in defence of freedom and the
“mother land”. However, when Japan
entered the war, Australians felt for
the first time that their national secu-
rity was at risk. In 1942 Darwin,
Broome and Townsville were bombed
by the Japanese, the first act of war on
Australian soil. The same year two
Japanese midget submarines entered
Sydney Harbour.

Britain asked for more Australian
troops but for the first time they were
refused: the men were needed in the

1923 1932 Sydney 1933 Western Australia 1939-45 Australia takes
Vegemite first Harbour produces a referendum part in World War II
produced D, A Bridge opens in favour of secession
= from Britain, but 1941 Australian War Memorial
Jar of Vegemite parliament rejects it opens in Canberra
11925 | 1930 | 1935 | 1940 1945
1927 First federal 1929 The Great Depression 1948 Holden is
parliament held hits Australia, bringing the first
in Canberra great hardship Y car produced
in temporary \m@‘ First that is entirely
Parliament House 1928 Royal Flying made in
Doctor service starts Australia

E 13 Australian
car
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Pacific. This was a major
shift in Australian for-
eign policy away from
Britain and towards the
USA. Australians fought
alongside the Americans
in the Pacific and nearly
250,000 US troops spent
time in Australia during
the war. This led, in
1951, to the signing of
Australia’s first defence
treaty with a foreign
country: the ANZUS
treaty between Australia,
New Zealand and the
United States.

Again, war affected
most Australian commu-
nities and towns. Nearly
one million of Australia’s seven mil-
lion population went to fight: 34,000
were killed and 180,000 wounded.

POSTWAR IMMIGRATION

The proximity of the fighting in World
War II left Australia feeling vulnera-
ble. The future defence of the country
was seen to be dependent upon a strong
economy and a larger population.

The postwar immigration programme
welcomed not only British immigrants
but also Europeans. Almost two million

N
Mgy ¥

SYDNEY

British migrants arriving in Sydney in 1967 as part
of the postwar wave of immigration

Poster promoting travel and
tourism in 1950s Australia

immigrants arrived in
Australia in the 20 years
following World War II,
800,000 of whom were
not British. In 1956, the
status of “permanent
resident” allowed non-
Europeans to claim cit-
izenship. In 1958, the
dictation entry test was
abolished. Yet until 1966
non-Europeans had to
have 15 years’ residence
before gaining citizen-
ship, as opposed to five
years for Europeans.

THE MENZIES ERA
From 1949 until 1966,
Prime Minister Robert
Menzies “reigned”, winning eight con-
secutive elections. The increasing popu-
lation and international demand for
Australian raw materials during this
time provided a high standard of living.

MABO AND BEYOND |

In 1982, Edward
Koiki (Eddie) Mabo,
a Torres Strait
Islander, took action
against the Queens-
land government
claiming that his
people had ancestral
land rights. After a
ten-year battle, the

High Court ruled
that Aborigines and
Torres Strait Islanders may hold native title
to land where there has been no loss of
traditional connection. This ended the
concept of terra nullius — that Australia
belonged to no one when Europeans
arrived there — and acknowledged that
Aborigines held valid title to their land.
Subsequent legislation has provided a
framework for assessing such claims.

Edward Koiki Mabo

1955 Australian
troops sent to Malaya

TIMELINE

1966-72 Demonstrations
against the Vietnam War

1967
Referendum
on Aborigines

1973 Sydney
Opera House
opens (see

-

1958 Immigration ends legal Pp84-5)
dictation test abolished discrimination Sydney Opera House
1955 1960 1965 1970 [1975 | 1980
1956 Melbourne 1965 Australian 1976 1979 1981 Preference
hosts the troops sent to 1971 “Advance Severe given to immigrants
Olympic Games  Vietnam as part of Neville Bonner Australia Fair”| droughts in | with family members
their National Service becomes becomes the country | already in Australia.
Australia’s first national last three | Increase in Asian
Neville Bonner Aboriginal MP anthem years immigration
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Menzies understood his people’s desire
for peace and prosperity, and gave
Australians conservatism and stabil-
ity. He did, however, also involve them
in three more wars, in Korea (1950),
Malaya (1955) and Vietnam (1965).
Vietnam was the first time Australia
fought in a war in which Britain was not
also engaged.

SOCIAL UNREST AND CHANGE
Opposition to conscription and the
Vietnam War increased in the late
1960s and led to major demonstrations
in the capital cities. At the same time
there was concern for issues such as
Aboriginal land rights and
free education. In 1967, a
constitutional referendum
was passed by 90.8 per
cent of the voters, end-
ing the ban on Abori-
ginal inclusion in the
national census. It also
gave power to the fed-
eral government to leg-
islate for Aborigines in
all states, ending state
discriminations.

Prime Minister Whitlam hands over
Aboriginal land rights in 1975

In 1972, the Labor
Party, under Edward
Gough Whitlam, was
elected on a platform
of social reform. It
abolished conscrip-
tion, introduced free
university education,
' lowered the voting
« age from 21 to 18 and
| gave some land rights
to Aborigines. In 1974,
an immigration policy
without any racial dis-
| crimination was adop-
ted. At the same time,
however, inflation was
increasing and there was talk of eco-
nomic mismanagement.

THE CHANGING ECONOMY

In 1975, the Liberal leader Malcolm
Fraser won the election. Subsequent
governments, both Liberal under Fraser
(1975-83) and Labor under Bob
Hawke and Paul Keating (1983-96),
were concerned with economic rather
than social agendas. The boom of the
1980s was followed by recession in the
1990s. During this period Australia
shifted its focus from Europe towards
Asia and, by 1986, all legislative ties
with Great Britain were broken.
The election of Kevin Rudd
as prime minister in 2007
marked a return to
government for the
Labor party after 11
years of Conservative
rule under John
Howard. The new
government’s first act
was a formal apology
to indigenous Austral-
ians for the pain of

past mistreatment.

1983

Hawke elected

Bob 1986 Proclamation

of Australia Act 1991 Paul

2006
Commonwealth

2007 Kevin

1996 John Howard is Rudd elected

as prime breaks legal ties Keating elected elected as prime Games held in prime minister
minister with Britain as prime minister | minister Melbourne
1985 [1990 [ 1995 2000 | 2005 2010

1983 1988 1992-3 High 2000 Sydney hosts 2009 More than
America’s Bicentenary Court rules that Olympic Games 170 killed and
Cup victory new federal Aborigines held 1,800 homes

Parliament valid claims destroyed in
Americas House opened | to land Victoria

in Canberra bushfires

Cup







INTRODUCING SYDNEY 62-73
THE ROCKS AND CIRCULAR QUAY 74-85
=l CITY CENTRE AND DARLING HARBOUR 86-103

%" BOTANIC GARDENS AND THE DOMAIN 104-115

Y
st KINGS CROSS, DARLINGHURST AND
— PADDINGTON 116-125

FURTHER AFIELD 126-127

PRACTICAL INFORMATION 128-147
SYDNEY STREET FINDER 148-155




Central Sydney

This guide divides the centre of Sydney
into four distinct areas, and the majority
of the city’s main sights are contained in
these districts. The Rocks and Circular
Quay are the oldest part of inner Sydney.
The City Centre is the central business
district, and to its west lies Darling
Harbour, which includes Sydney’s well-
known Chinatown. The Botanic Gardens
and The Domain form a green oasis
almost in the heart of the city. To the
east are Kings Cross and Darlinghurst,
hub of the café culture, and
Paddington, an area that still
retains its charming 19th-
century character.
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The Lord Nelson Hotel is a
traditional pub in The Rocks
(see p480) which first opened
its doors in 1834. Its own
specially brewed beers are
available on tap.

o
m
<

Major sight
Other building

CityRail station

Monorail station

Sydney Light Rail station (SLR)

Bus station

Coach station

Ferry boarding point

RiverCat boarding point

Queen Victoria Building
is a Romanesque former

produce market, built in the
1890s. It forms part of a fine
group of Victorian buildings
in the City Centre (see p90).

Police station

B3 0nonmmnonam-E

Car park

-
-

Tourist information

+ Hospital with casualty unit Now a shopping mall i
Ed Church retains many of its original
[ synagogue Seatures, including its ornate

roof statues.

<] Sydneysiders enjoying the sunshine in front of the distinctive Sydney Opera House
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Elizabeth Bay near Potts
Point is a picturesque bay
with fine views across Sydney
Harbour. It is situated in

the beart of colonial Sydney,
at the northern end of the
Kings Cross, Darlinghurst

The Art Gallery of
New South Wales
is the city’s premier
art gallery, set amid
the parkland of the

and The Domain
district (see pp110—
11). It houses an
excellent collection
of early and contem-
porary Australian,
Aboriginal and
LEuropean art.

and Paddington area
(see pp120-21).

0 metres 250
I T—
0 yards 250
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Sydney’s Best: Museums and Galleries

4! Sydney is well endowed with museums and
? galleries, and, following the current appreciation of
social history, much-emphasis is placed on the life;
styles of past.and present Sydneysiders. Small
museums are-also a feature of the Sydney scene,
with a number of historic houses recalling the
colonial days. Most of the major collections are
housed in architecturally significant buildings - the-
Classical facade of the Art-Gallery of NSW makes it
gima figure, 4 City landmark, while the— '
Powerhouse MCA or Museum of~ The Museum-of Sydney
Museum  Contemporary Art has incluges The Edge of the
given new life to a 1950s At Deco- “Trees, an interactive
style building at Circular Quay.’ installation (see p92).

The Justice and Police
Museum illustrates )
Sydney’s early-tegatl and
criminal bistory. It includes
~some macabre relics of
notorious crimes (see p83).

CITY CENTRE
AND DARLING
HARBOUR

The Museum of Contemporary Art is ’
Australia’s only museum dedicated to A
exhibiting national and international
contemporary art (see p78).

The National Maritime
Museum is the home port
Jfor HUB Endeavour, a
replica of the vessel that
charted Australia’s east
coast in 1770, with Cap-
tain Cook in command
(see ppl00-1).

ThePow erhouse

Museum, set in a former
power station, uses both
traditional and interactive
displays to explore

Do 500 Australian innovations
e — in science and technology
(see ppl02-3).

0 yards

For additional map symbols see back flap
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The Art Gallery of New South Wales
includes colonial watercolours in its
Australian collection, which, to avoid
deterioration, are only shown for a_few
weeks each year. Charles Meere’s !
Australian Beach Pattern (1940) is

a recent work (see pp110-13).

Elizabeth Bay House is
elegantly furnished to the
1840s period, when the
Colonial Secretary Alexander
Macleay briefly lived in the
house that ultimately caused
his hankruptcy (see p120).

KINGS CROSS,
DARLINGHURST

AND . The Hyde Park Barracks were
PADDINGTON originally built by convicts for their
own incarceration. They were later
home to poor female immigrants.
Exhibits recall the daily life of these
occupants (see p114).

The Sydney Jewish

Museum documents the

history of the city’s

The Australian Museumyis where Jewish community.
visitors can discover thefarth’s Exhibits include
age, find out about metegrites, reconstructed scenes,
volcanic activity, mining\and Such as George Street in
more with its stunning disPlaye 1848, a Jewish business
rocks and minerals (see pp94-5). area (see pl121).




Sydney’s Best: Architecture

For such a young city, Sydney possesses a great
diversity of architectural styles. They range from the
simplicity of Francis Greenway’s Georgian buildings,
(see p169) to Jorn Utzon’s Expressionist Sydney Opera
House (sée pp84~5). Practical colonial structures gave
way to elabdrate Victorian edifices such as Sydney
Town Hall. The same passion for detail is seen in
Paddington’s terraces. Later, Federation warehouses and
bungalows introduced a uniquely Australianl_sfyle.

Contemporary
architecture abounds in -
Sydney, including
Governor Phillip Tower.
The Museum of Sydney is
at its base (see p92).

; -t -
T
Colonial Georgian biildings

include St James Church (see

Revivalism took up
the 1890s vogueq
arcades connecting
many different
streets. The Queen
Victoria Building is
a fine example
(see p90).

Victorian
architecture
abounds in the city.
Sydney Town Hall
includes a metal
ceiling, installed for
Jfear that the organ

one loose (see p93).

Contemporary Expressionism’s mcain
emphasis is roof design and the silbouette.
Innovations were macde in sports stadiums
and museums, such as the Australian

National Maritime Museum (see p100-1).

For additional map symbols see back flap

pl15). Francis Greenway’s
design was adapted to suit |
the purposes of a church.
American

VIS S

would vibrate a plaster

Interwar Architecture
encapsulates the spirit of Art Deco,

0 metres 500 \ e
e — as seen in the Anzac Memorial in
0 yards 500 Hyde Park (see p93).

Colonial convict structures were

simple withshingled roofs, based
on the English homes of the first
settlers. Cadman’s Cottage
is an example of this style
(see p78).

CENTRE &
DARLING
HARBOUR
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Modern Expressionism

includes one of the world’s greatest
examples of 20th-century architecture.
The construction of Jorn Utzon’s Sydney
Opera House began in 1959. Despite the
architect’s resignation in 1966, it was
opened in 1973 (see pp84-5).

- Elarly Colonial’s

first buildings, such as

Hyde Park Barracks

BOTANIC (see p114), were mainly
GARDENS AND built for the government.

THE DO

Australian Regency was popular
during the 1830s. The best-designed
villas were the work of Jobn Verge. The
beautiful Elizabeth Bay House is con-
sidered his masterpiece (see p120).

Colonial military buildings were both y
7 4
[functional and ornate. Victoria Barracks,

~ designed by engineers, is a fine example of a

Darlinghursg Court
House is a partidy
fine example (see p121).

Georgian military compound (see p124).

Victorian iron lace
incorporated filigree
of cast-iron in prefab-
ricated patterns.
Paddington’s verandas
are fine examples of
this 1880s style

(see ppl122-3).




Sydney’s Best: Parks and Reserves

Sydney is almost completely surrounded by
= national parks and intact bushland. There
& [/ are also a number of national parks and
reserves within Greater Sydney itself. Here,
~ the visitor can gain some idea of how the
landscape looked before the arrival of
European settlers. The city parks, too, are
filled with plant and animal life. The more
formal plantings of both native and exotic
species are countered by the indigenous
Flannel  birds and animals that have adapted and
flower  hade the urban environment their home, ~ Garigal National Park
One of the highlights of a trip to Sydney is the 5 ijde Zpof er,n;;;meSt i?)d
hgge variety of birds to be seen, from .large gyi;;efj%rlzzpzﬁyf;?:;;
birds of prey such as sea eagles and kites, and sugar gliders.
to the shyer species such as wrens
and tiny finches.

North Arm Walk

is covered in spring
with grevilleas and
flannel flowers
blooming profusely.

Lane Cove National Park is
an open eucalypt forest dotted
with grass trees, as well as fine
stands of blue gums and apple
gums. The rosella, a type of

parrot, is common in the area.

Hyde Park is situated on the
edge of the city centre (see p93).
The park provides a peacefiil
respite from the hectic streets.

; 2 The native iris is just one
Bicentennial Park is situated at of the plants found in
Homebush Bay (see p147). The park the lush gardens. The

Jfeatures a mangrove babitat and attracts sacred ibis, a water

many water birds, including pelicans. bird, is often seen.
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Middle Head and
Obelisk Bay are
dotted with gun
emplacements, tun-
nels and bunkers
built in the 1870s to
protect Sydney from
invasion. The
superb fairy wren
lives here, and
water dragons can
at times be seen

basiinglonirocks. North Head is covered with coastal

heathland, with banksias, tea trees and

casuarinas dominating the cliff tops. On

the leeward side, moist forest surrounds tiny,

secluded harbour beaches.
Grotto Point’s paths,
winding through the
bush to the lighthouse,
are lined with
bottlebrushes, grevilleas
and flannel flowers.

Bradleys Head

is a nesting place
Jor the ringtail
possum. Noisy
Sflocks of rainbow
lorikeets are also
often in residence.
The views across the
harbour to Sydney
are spectacular.

South Head contains
unique plant species
such as the sundew.

Nielsen Park is
inhabited by the
kookaburra, easily
identified by its
call, which sounds
like laughter.

.~

The Domain
Jeatures palms and
Moreton Bay figs.
The Australian
magpie, with its
black and white
plumage, is a
[frequent visitor
(see p109).

Moore Park is
filled with huge

Centennial Park
Rt s contains open‘ expanses
which provide an and groves of paper-
urban habitat for the bark and eucalypt
flying fox. trees, bringing sulphur-

crested cockatoos en

masse. The brushtail
0 kilometres possum is a shy
S — creature that comes out
0 miles 2 at night (see p125).




Garden Island to Farm Cove

Sydney’s vast harbour, also named
Port Jackson after a Secretary in the
British Admiralty who promptly
changed his name, is a drowned
= river valley which was transformed
Waterlily in the Royal over millions of years. Its intricate
Botanic Gardens  coastal geography of headlands and
secluded bays can sometimes con-

found even lifelong residents. This waterway was The city skyline is a result of random
the lifeblood of the early colony, with the maritime  development. The 1960s’ destruction !
industry a vital source of wealth and supply. The of architectural history was balted, [

legacies of recessions and booms can be viewed and towers now stand amid
along the shoreline: a representation of a nation where ~Victorian buildings.
an estimated 70 per cent of the population cling to
the coastal cities, especially in the east.

Two harbour beacons,
known as “wedding cakes”
B LE because of their three tiers,
. are solar powered and
equipped with a fail-
—_— safe back-up service.
. There are around 350
4 B buoys and beacons
4 now in operation.

The barracks for Garden Island
the naval garrison marks a 1940s con-
date from 1888. struction project
with 12 ha (30
acres) reclaimed
from the harbour.

Sailing on the harbour is a pastime not
exclusively reserved for the rich elite. Of the
several hundred thousand pleasure boats
registered, some are available for hire while
others take out groups of inexperienced sailors.

Mrs Macquaries Chair is a carved rock seat by Mrs
0 metres 250 Macquaries Road (see pl08). In the early days of
—— s the colony this was the site of a fruit and vegetable
0 yards 250 4 garden which was farmed until 1805.
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The Andrew (Boy) Charlton Pool
is a favourite bathing spot for inner-
city residents, and is named afler the },“

16-year old who won an Olympic A,ggfc'f:cfﬁ f [
gold medal in 1924. It was erected in quay {1 4@ " {
1963 on the Domain Baths’ site, '%" é_!n
which had a grandstand for 1,700. GT‘,‘.,'Z DQ‘QW ;
CITY CENTRE e
AND -

Woolloomooloo Finger ,f,f:;gﬁ ﬁﬁﬁiéﬁﬁi@'r

Wharf was a disembarka- R N

tion point when most LOCATOR MAP

travellers arrived by sea. See Street Finder, map 2

Harry’s Café de Wheels, a snack van,
has been a Sydney culinary institution
T for more than 50 years. Photographs
of celebrity customers are pinned to
the van, attesting to its fame.

The Royal Botanic Gardens
display both flowering and
non-flowering plants. Here the
[irst trees were planted by the
new European colonists;
some of these trees survive
today (see ppl06-07).

Farm Cove has
long been a mooring
place for visiting naval
vessels. The land opposite,
now the Botanic Gardens,
has been continuously cul-
tivated for over 200 years.
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Sydney Cove to Walsh Bay Conservatorium

of Music

It is estimated that over 70 km (43 miles) of
harbour foreshore have been lost as a
result of the massive land reclamation pro-
jects carried out since the 1840s. That the
13 islands existing when the First Fleet
arrived in 1788 have now been reduced to
just eight is a startling indication of rapid
and profound geographical transformation.
Detail from  Redevelopments around the Circular Quay
railingat 3 d Walsh Bay area from the 1980s have
CreularQuay  ened up the waterfront for public use
and enjoyment, acknowledging it as the city’s
greatest natural asset. Sydney’s environmental
and architectural aspirations recognize the
need to integrate city and harbour.

1857 Man
O’War Steps

Government House,
designed to take advantage of its a Gothic Revival building,
spectacular setting. The roofs was home to the state’s
shine during the day and seem governors until 1996.
to glow at night. The building
appears as a visionary landscape
to the onlooker (see pp84-5).

The Sydney Harbour
Bridge was also known
as the “Iron Lung” at the
time of its construction.
During the Great Depres-
sion it provided on-site

Harbour cruises regularly depart from
Circular Quay, taking visitors out and
about both during the day and in the
evening. They are an incomparable

way to see the city and its waterways. ! l‘ ’t"l L |
|
4 ~ J 1,400, while others

work for approximately
0 metres 250 h
—— A
0 yards 250 i

T—— worked in specialist
workshops (see pp80-81).
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The wharves were
completed in 1922.

Imports and exports
to and from the city
were stored in these
wharves until 1977.

The Rocks, settled by convicts and
troops in 1788, is one of Sydney’s A
oldest neighbourboods. Rich in I._".‘,'-‘ E
beritage, many of its old sandstone e 'I?:Cf'a} : |
buildings have been restored and . Quﬁ/". Y
UAY
house speciality and craft shops. "BOTANIC
P v Yt shop GARDENS AND
THE DOMAIN
ary cenTre
AND KINGS CROSS,
The Tank Stream, the DARLING DARLINGHURST
colony’s first water supply, HARBOUR AND PADDINGTON |
now runs underground
and spills into the quay. LOCATOR MAP

See Street Finder, maps 1 & 2

Circular Quay, originally and more accurately
£, known as Semi-Circular Quay, was the last and
" arguably greatest convict-built structure. Tank
= Stream mudflats were filled in to shape the quay,
i, _?ﬁ and sandstone from The Rocks formed the sea wall.

The Wharf Theatre resides on
a pier that took six years to
build, mostly due to the diver-
sion of labour and materials
during World War I. The
theatre was opened in 1984.

The wharves’ design
included a rat-proof
sea wall around the
port. This was an
wrgent response to the
1900 bubonic plague
outbreak, attributed to
rats on the wharves.
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THE ROCKS AND CIRCULAR QUAY

ircular Quay, once known as ¥ are focal points for New Year’s Eve
C Semi-Circular Quay, is often festivities. Circular Quay was the

referred to as the “birth- setting for huge crowds when, in
place of Australia”. It was here, 1994, Sydney was awarded the
in January 1788, that the First year 2000 Olympic Games.
Fleet landed its human The Rocks area offers visitors
freight of convicts, soldiers a taste of Sydney’s past, but it
and officials, and the new is a far cry from the time, less
British colony of New —  Salbtweod = han 100 years ago, when

9. . X . :

South Wales was declared.  circularquay ~ most inhabitants lived in rat-
Sydney Cove became a rally- infested slums, and gangs
ing point whenever a ship arrived ruled its streets. Now scrubbed and
bringing much-needed supplies from  polished, The Rocks forms part of the
“home”. Crowds still gather here colourful promenade from the Sydney
whenever there is a national or civic Harbour Bridge to the spectacular
celebration. The Quay and The Rocks  Sydney Opera House.

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Museums and Galleries Historic Streets and Sydney Observatory @
Justice and Police Museum @  Buildings Writers' Walk @
Museum of Cadman’s Cottage @ Churches

Contemporary Art @ Campbell’s Storehouses @ )

) Garrison Church @

National Trust Centre @ Customs House @ st Philip’s Church @
The Rocks Hero of Waterloo @ L

Discovery Museum @ Macquarie Place @
Sailors’ Home @ Sydney Harbour Bridge GVETTING THFRE
Susannah Place @ PpSO-81 @ Circular Quay is the best stop

for ferries and trains. Sydney

Theatres and Concert Halls Explorer and bus routes 431,
Sydney Opera House 432, 433 and 434 run regu-

Pp8E-5@ larly to The Rocks, while

most buses through the city
go to the Quay.

{1 RoAD '
oN i
&

NG
&

OBSERVATORY
PARK.

ircular g
Quay

KEY
] Street-by-Street map pp76-7

CityRail station

™= Bus station

o 0 metres 500 g Ferry pier
— T—
0 yards 500 = RiverCat boarding point

<] The historic Sailors’ Home, parts of which date back to 1864
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Street-by-Street: The Rocks THE -HERO - OF

Named for the rugged cliffs that were once its
dominant feature, this area has played a vital role
in Sydney’s development. In 1788, the First
Fleeters under Governor Phillip’s command
erected makeshift buildings here, with the
convicts” hard labour used to establish more
permanent structures in the form of rough-
hewn streets. The Argyle Cut, a road carved
through solid rock using just hammer and chisel, took 18
years to build, beginning in 1843. By 1900, The Rocks was
overrun with disease; the street now known as Suez Canal  Hero of Waterloo
was once Sewer’s Canal. Today, el Lying beneath this bistoric

the area is still rich in ok \'. Waterloo pub is a tunnel originally
colonial history
and colour.

Governor Arthur
Phillip

% Sydney Observatory
The first European struc-
ture on this prominent
site was a windmill. The
present museum holds
some of the earliest astro-
nomical instruments
brought to Australia @

Garrison Church !
Columns in this church are | &=
decorated with the insignia

of British troops stationed
bere until 1870. Australia’s *
first prime minister was
educated next door @

Argyle Cut

Suez Canal

* Museum of . ?
Contemporary Art -
The stripped Classical fagade /
belies the cont'emporm)‘/ nature Walkway along

of the Australian and inter- Circular Quay
national art displayed in an West foreshore
ever-changing programme @

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8
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The Rocks
Discovery
Museum

Key episodes in The
Rocks’ bistory are
illustrated by this

| museum’s col-
lection of maritime
images and other
artefacts @

THE ROCKS
AND CIRCULAR
QUAY

BOTANIC
GARDENS
AND THE
DOMAIN

LOCATOR MAP
See Street Finder, map 1

- | The Rocks Market
e AU R A - : is a hive of activity
] ) every weekend,
offering an eclectic
range of craft items
and jewellery
utilizing Australian
icons from gum
leaves to koalas
(see p133).

% Cadman’s Cottage
Jobn Cadman, government
coxswain, resided in what

was known as the Coxswain’s
Barracks with bis family. His wife
Elizabeth was also a significant
Sfigure, believed to be the first
woman to vote in New South
Wales, a right she insisted on @

0 metres 100
——

0 yards 100
KEY

w= == == SUggested route

STAR SIGHTS
% Cadman'’s Cottage

The Overseas Passen-
ger Terminal is where
some of the world’s
luxury cruise liners,
including the QFII,
berth during their
stay in Sydney.

* Museum of
Contemporary Art

% Sydney Observatory
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Old-fashioned Australian goods at the corner shop, Susannah Place

Susannah Place ©@

58-64 Gloucester St, The Rocks.
Map 1 B2. Tel (02) 9241 1893.
Sydney Explorer, 431, 432, 433, 434.
B Circular Quay, Wynyard. [}
10am-5pm Sat & Sun, Tue-Thu.
Good Fri, 25 Dec. 3 4
www.hht.net.au

This terrace of four brick and
sandstone houses dating back
to 1844 has a rare history of
continuous domestic
occupancy from the 1840s
through to 1990. It is now a
museum examining the living
conditions of its former inhab-
itants. Rather than re-creating
a single period, the museum
retains the renovations car-
ried out by different tenants.

Built for Edward and Mary
Riley, who arrived from Ireland
with their niece Susannah in
1838, these houses have base-
ment kitchens and backyard
outhouses. Piped water and
sewerage were probably
added by the mid-1850s.

The terrace escaped the
wholesale demolitions that
occurred after the outbreak of
bubonic plague in 1900, as
well as later clearings of land
to make way for the Sydney
Harbour Bridge (see pp80-81)
and the Cahill Expressway. In
the 1970s it was saved once
again when the Builders
Labourers’ Federation imposed

a “green ban” on The Rocks,
temporarily halting all redevel-
opment work which was des-
tructive to cultural heritage.

Museum of
Contemporary
Art @

Circular Quay West, The Rocks. Map
1 B2. Tel (02) 9245 2400. ™ 431, 432,
433, 434, Sydney Explorer. [ ] 10am~
5pm daily. @) 25 Dec. FA 3
WWW.mca.com.au

When Sydney art collector
John Power died in 1943, he
left his entire collection and a
financial bequest to the
University of Sydney. In 1991
the collection, which by then
included works by Hockney,

Warhol, Lichtenstein and
Christo was transferred to this
1950s Art Deco-style building
at Circular Quay West. As well
as showing its permanent
collection, the museum hosts
exhibitions by local and
overseas artists. The MCA
Store sells distinctive gifts by
Australian designers.

Cadman’s
Cottage ©

110 George St, The Rocks. Map 1 B2.
Tel (02) 9247 5033. E 431, 432,
433, 434. D 9:30am—4:30pm
Mon-~Fri, 10am-4:30pm Sat-Sun.
1 Jan, Good Fri, 25 Dec, 31 Dec.

Built in 1816 as barracks for
the crews of the governor’s
boats, this sandstone cottage
is Sydney’s oldest surviving
dwelling and now serves as
the information centre for the
Sydney Harbour National Park.
The cottage is named after
John Cadman, a convict who
was transported in 1798 for
horse-stealing. By 1813, he was
coxswain of a timber boat and
later, coxswain of government
craft. He was granted a full
pardon and in 1827 he was
made boat superintendent and
moved to the four-room cot-
tage that now bears his name.
Cadman married Elizabeth
Mortimer in 1830, another ex-
convict who was sentenced to
seven years’ transportation for
the theft of one hairbrush.
They lived in the cottage until
1845. Cadman’s Cottage was
built on the foreshore of
Sydney Harbour. Now, as a
result of successive land
reclamations, it is set well
back from the water’s edge.

Art Deco-style facade of the Museum of Contemporary Art

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8
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Sailors’ Home O

106 George St, The Rocks. Map 1
B2. 5 Sydney Explorer, 339, 340,
431, 432, 433, 434.

Built in 1864 as lodgings
for visiting sailors, the first
and second floors here were
dormitories, but these were
later divided into 56 cubicles
or “cabins” which were
arranged around open
galleries and lit by four
enormous skylights. At the
time it was built, the Sailors’
Home was a welcome
alternative to the many seedy
inns and brothels in the area,
saving sailors from the perils
of “crimping”. “Crimps” would
tempt newly arrived men into
bars providing much sought-
after entertainment. While
drunk, the sailors would be
sold on to departing ships,
waking miles out at sea and
returning home in debt.
Sailors used the home until
1980. In 1994, it opened as a
tourist information centre,
which has now moved to
The Rocks Centre.

The Rocks
Discovery
Museum @

Kendall Lane, The Rocks. Tel 1800
067 676. [ Sydney Explorer, 431,
432, 433, 434. [ Circular Quay.
[] 10am-5pm daily. [@] Good Fri,
25 Dec.

This Museum, in a restored
1850s coach house, is home
to a unique collection of
archaeological artefacts
and images that detail the
story of The Rocks from
the pre-European days to
the present. There are four
exhibitions which are highly
interactive, making use of
touch screens and audio and
visual technology to bring
the history alive. Some of
the artefacts were found
at the archaeological site
on Cumberland Street The
musuem has been developed
in close consultation with
local Aboriginal groups, so
that their story of the area is
properly told.

Opened in late 2005, entry
to the museum is free.

Terrace restaurants at Campbell’s Storehouses on the waterfront

Campbell’s
Storehouses @

7-27 Circular Quay West, The Rocks.

Map 1 B2. 5 Sydney Explorer, 431,
432, 433, 434.

Robert Campbell, a promi-
nent Scottish merchant in the
early days of Sydney,
purchased this land on
Sydney Cove in 1799. In 1802
he began constructing a
private wharf and storehouses
in which to house the tea,
sugar, spirits and cloth he
imported from India.
Campbell was the only
merchant operating in
Australia who managed to
infiltrate the monopoly held
by the British East India
Company. The first five
sandstone bays were built
between 1839 and 1844. A
further seven bays were built
between 1854 and 1861. The
full row of storehouses were
finally completed in 1890,
including a brick upper
storey. Part of the old sea
wall and 11 of the original
stores are still standing. The
pulleys that were used to
raise cargo from the wharf
can be seen near the top of
the preserved buildings.

The area fell into disrepair
during the first half of the
20th century. However, in the
1970s the Sydney Cove
Redevelopment Authority
finalized plans and began
renovating the site. Today the
bond stores contain a range
of fine restaurants catering to
all tastes, from contemporary
Australian to Chinese and
Italian. Their virtually
unimpeded views across
Circular Quay towards the
Sydney Opera House (see
pp84-5) and Sydney Harbour
Bridge (see pp8O-81) make

these outdoor eating
establishments very popular
with local business people
and tourists alike.

Sydney Harbour
Bridge @

See pp80-81.

The Hero of Waterloo Inn

Hero of
Waterloo @

81 Lower Fort St, The Rocks. Map
1 A2. Tel (02) 9252 4553. 431,
432, 433, 434. D 10am-11pm
Mon-Wed, 10am-11:30pm
Thu-Sat, 10am~10pm Sun.
Good Fri, 25 Dec. [ limited.

This picturesque old inn is
especially welcoming in the
winter with its log fires.

Built in 1844, this was a
favourite drinking place for
the nearby garrison’s soldiers.
Some sea captains were said
to use the hotel to recruit.
Patrons who drank too much
were pushed into the cellars
via a trapdoor. Tunnels then
led to the wharves and on to
waiting ships.



Sydney Harbour Bridge @

Completed in 1932, the construction of the
Sydney Harbour Bridge was an economic feat,
given the depressed times, as well as an engi-
neering triumph. Prior to this, the only links
between the city centre on the south side of the
~ harbour and the residential north side were by ferry
or a circuitous 20-km (12-mile) road route which
involved five bridge crossings. The single-span arch
bridge, colloquially known as the “Coathanger”, The 1932 Opening
Ceremonial 10k eight years to build, including the railway  The ceremony was disrupted
SO ine. The bridge was manufactured in sections  when zealous royalist Francis
on the latter-day Luna Park site. Loans for the total cost  de Groot rode forward and
of approximately 6.25 million old Australian pounds cut the ribbon, in honour, be
were eventually paid off in 1988. claimed, of King and Empire.

The deck, 59 m (194 ft) The arch spans 503
above sea level, was m (1,650 ft) and

built from the centre. supports the weight
of the bridge deck.

CITY CENTRE

Harbour Bridge
Pylon Lookout

BUILDING THE BRIDGE
Planted in solid sandstone, the foundations
are 12 m (39 ft) deep. The arch was built in
halves with steel cable restraints initially
supporting each side. Once the two halves
met, work began on the deck.

a

Anchoring tunnels Deck under construction
are 36 m (118 .ﬁ) Support cables were
long and dug into slackened over a 12- Temporary

rock at each end. day period, enabling
the two halves to join.

attachment plate

The Bridge Design

The steel arch of the bridge

¥ supports the deck, with binges

at either end bearing the bridge’s

JSull weight and spreading the load

to the foundations. The hinges allow the
structure to move as the steel expands

and contracts in response to wind
and extreme temperatures.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8
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BridgeClimb VISITORS’ CHECKLIST
Thousands of
people have Map 1B1. [B Al routes to The

Rocks. X Circular Quay. [ Cir-
cular Quay. BridgeClimb Tel (02)
82 74 7777. Pylon Lookout Tel

enjoyed the spec-
| lacular bridge-top

views after a 3.5- (02) 9240 1100. [ 10am-5pm
hour guided tour daily. @) 25, 30, 31 Dec. "4 [F1
up ladders, cat- www.bridgeclimb.com
walks and finally

the upper arch

of the bridge.

Over 150,000 vehicles Bridge Workers
cross the bridge each The bridge was built ]
day, about 15 times as by 1,400 workers, 16
many as in 1932. of whom were /eilled

in accidents during

""' 4 COblmctton

Il

s _z"

Maintenance
Painting the bridge The vertical hangers
has become a meta- support the slanting
phor for an endless crossbeams which, in
task. Approximately turn, carry the deck.
30,000 litres (6,593
gal) of paint are
required for each
coat, enough to cover
an area equivalent
to 60 soccer pitches.

FATHER OF THE BRIDGE

Chief engineer Dr John Bradfield
shakes the hand of the driver of
the first train to cross the bridge.
Over a 20-year period, Bradfield
supervised all aspects of the
bridge’s design and construction.
At the opening ceremony, the

Paying the Toll

highway linking the harbour’s
The initial toll of sixpence helped pay off the construc- south side and northern suburbs
tion loan. The toll is now used for maintenance and was named in his honour.

to pay for the 1992 Sydney Harbour Tunnel.




Garrison Church @

Cnr Argyle & Lower Fort sts,
Millers Point. Map 1 A2.

Tel (02) 9247 1268. [ 431, 433.
[ 9am-6pm daily.

Officially named the Holy
Trinity Church, this was
dubbed the Garrison
Church because it was
the colony’s first
military church.

Henry Ginn
designed the church
and, in 1840, the
foundation stone
was laid. In 1855, it
was enlarged to
hold up to 600
people. Regimental
plaques hanging
along interior walls
recall the church’s
military associations.
A museum contains Australian
military and historical items.

Other features to look out
for are the brilliantly coloured
east window and the carved
red cedar pulpit.

Sydney
Observatory ®

East window,
Garrison Church

Watson Rd, Observatory Hill, The Rocks.
Map 1 A2. Tel (02) 9921 3485. [
Sydney Explorer; 343, 431, stop 22. [}
10am-5pm daily. Night viewings
call to book. [@) 25 Dec. 77 A 3

www .sydneyobservatory.com.au

In 1982 this domed building,
which had been a centre for
astronomical observation and
research for almost 125 years,
became the city’s astronomy
museum. It has interactive
displays and games, along

with night sky viewings; it is
essential to book for these.
The building began life in
the 1850s as a time-ball tower.
At 1pm daily, the ball on top
of the tower dropped to sig-
nal the correct time. At the
same time, a cannon was fired
at Fort Denison. This custom
continues today (see p108).
During the 1880s
Sydney Observatory
became known
around the world
when some of the
first astronomical
photographs of the
southern sky were
taken here. From
1890 to 1962 the
observatory map-
ped some 750,000
stars as part of an
international project
that resulted in an
atlas of the entire night sky.

National Trust
Centre @

A FLAGPOLE ON THE MUDFLATS

The modest flagpole on Loftus Street, near
Customs House, flies a flag, the Union Jack, on
the spot where Australia’s first ceremonial flag-
raising took place. On 26 January 1788, Captain
Arthur Phillip hoisted the flag to declare the
foundation of the colony. A toast to the king
was drunk and a musket volley fired. On this
date each year, the country marks Australia
Day with a national holiday (see p43). In 1788,
the flagpole was on the edge of mudflats on
Sydney Cove. Today, due to land reclamations,
e : it is set back from the water’s edge.

The Founding of Australia by Algernon Talmage

Observatory Hill, Watson Rd, The
Rocks. Map 1 A3. Tel (02) 9258
0123. [ Sydney Explorer, 343, 431,
432, 433, 434. D 9am-5pm
Tue—Fri. Gallery [] 77am-5pm
Tue-Sun. [@) Public hols. B 1 B
www.nsw.nationaltrust.org.au

The buildings that form the
headquarters of the National
Trust of Australia, date from
1815, when Governor
Macquarie chose the site for a
military hospital. Today they
house a café, a National Trust
shop and the SH Ervin
Gallery, with changing
exhibitions throughout the
year, designed to explore the

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8

richness and diversity in
Australian art.

St Philip’s
Church @

3 York St (enter from Jamison St).
Map 1 A3. Tel (02) 9247 1071.
George St routes. [ ] 9am-5pm
Tue—Fri. |@) 26 Jan. |73 Phone first.
ﬁ 1pm Wed, 8am, 10am, 6:15pm
Sun, 4pm 1st & 3rd Sun of month.
www stphilips-sydney.org.au

This Victorian Gothic church
may seem overshadowed in
its modern setting, yet when it
was first built, the square
tower was a local landmark.

Begun in 1848, St Philip’s is
by Edmund Blacket. In 1851
work was disrupted when its
stonemasons left for the gold
fields, but by 1856 the build-
ing was finally completed.

A peal of bells was donated
in 1888 to mark Sydney’s cen-
tenary and they still announce
the services each Sunday.

Interior and pipe organ of
St Philip’s Church
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Macquarie Place ®

Map 1 B3. Circular Quay routes.

Governor Macquarie created
this park in 1810 on what
was once the vegetable gar-
den of the first Government
House. The sandstone obelisk,
designed by Francis Greenway
(see p169), was erected in
1818 to mark the starting point
for all roads in the colony. The
gas lamps recall the fact that
this was also the site of the
city’s first street lamp in 1826.
Also in this area are the
remains of the bow anchor
and cannon from HMS Sirius,
flagship of the First Fleet. The
statue of Thomas Mort, a suc-
cessful 19th-century industri-
alist, is today a marshalling
place for the city’s somewhat
kamikaze bicycle couriers.

Customs House @

31 Alfred St, Circular Quay. Map 1
B3. Tel (02) 9242 8595. Circular
Quay routes. [ ] 8am-7pm Mon-~Fri,
10am—4pm Sat, 12pm-4pm Sun.

1 = & [ www.

sydneycustomshouse.com.au

Colonial architect James
Barnet designed this
1885 sandstone
Classical Revival
building on the
same site as a
previous Customs
House. Its recalls the
bygone days when
trading ships berthed
at Circular Quay. The
building stands near
the mouth of Tank Stream, the
fledgling colony’s freshwater
supply. Among its many fine
features are tall veranda
columns made out of polish-
ed granite, a finely sculpted
coat of arms and an elaborate
clock face, added in 1897,
which features a pair of tri-
dents and dolphins.

A complete refurbishment
was completed in 2005.
Facilities include a City
Library with a reading room
and exhibition space, and an
open lounge area with an
international newspaper and
magazine salon, internet
access and bar. On the roof,
Café Sydney offers great views.

Detail from

Montage of criminal “mug shots”,
Justice and Police Museum

Justice and Police
Museum ®

Cnr Albert & Phillip sts. Map 1 C3.
Tel (02) 9252 1144. 5 Circular
Quay routes. D 10am-5pm Sat &
Sun (open daily in Jan). [@) Good Fri,

25 Dec. [B] A 77 A limited.

www.hht.net.au

The buildings housing
this museum originally
comprised the Water Police
Court, designed by Edmund
Blacket in 1850, the Water
Police Station, designed by
Alexander Dawson in 1858,
and the Police Court,
designed by James
Barnet in 1885.
Here the rough-
and-tumble under-
world of quayside
crime, from the
petty to the violent,
was dealt swift and, at
times, harsh justice.

Customs House The museum exhibits

illustrate that turbulent
period, as they re-create legal
and criminal history.

Formalities of the late-
Victorian legal proceedings
can be easily imagined in the
fully restored courtroom.
Menacing implements from
knuckledusters to bludgeons
are displayed as the macabre
relics of notorious crimes.
Other interesting aspects of
policing, criminality and the
legal system are highlighted
in special changing exhibitions.
The musuem powerfully
evokes the realities of Aus-
tralian policing and justice.

Writers’” Walk @

Circular Quay. Map 1 C2. [
Circular Quay routes.

This series of plaques is set in
the pavement at regular
intervals between East and
West Circular Quay. It gives
the visitor the chance to
ponder the observations of
famous Australian writers,
both past and present, on
their home country, as well
as the musings of some noted
literary visitors.

Each plaque is dedicated to
a particular writer, consisting
of a personal quotation and
a brief biographical note.
Australian writers in the series
include the novelists Miles
Franklin and Peter Carey,
poets Oodgeroo Noonuccal
and Judith Wright (see pp34-
5), humorists Barry Humphries
and Clive James, and the
influential feminist writer
Germaine Greer. Among the
international writers included
who visited Sydney are Mark
Twain, Charles Darwin and
Joseph Conrad.

—-_—
p— . \‘n“\\ -r:..a--

Strolling along a section of the Writers’ Walk at Circular Quay
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Sydney Opera House @

g No other building on earth looks like the

L. - ¥ Sydney Opera House. Popularly known as
the “Opera House” long before the building
| was complete, it is, in fact, a complex of
theatres and halls linked beneath its famous
shells. Its birth was long and complicated.
Many of the construction problems had not
been faced before, resulting in an architec-
Advertising  tural adventure which lasted 14 years. An

poster  appeal fund was set up, eventually raising
A$900,000, while the Opera House Lottery raised the bal-

ance of the A$102 million final cost. Today it is the * Opera Theatre
city’s most popular tourist attraction, as well as one of ~ Mainly used for opera and
the world’s busiest performing arts centres. ballet, this 1,507-seat theatre

is big enough to stage grand
operas such as Verdi’s Aida.

The Opera Theatre’s
ceiling and walls are
painted black to focus
attention on the stage.

Detail of The Possum Dreaming (7958)
The mural in the Opera Theatre foyer is by
Michael Tjakamarra Nelson, an artist
from the central Australian desert.

™ /i
Opera House Walkway
Extensive public walkways
around the building offer
the visitor views from many
different vantage points.

Northern Foyers
The Utzon Room and the
large northern foyers of
== the Opera Theatre and
Concert Hall have spectac-

STAR FEATURES
% Concert Hall

* Opera Theatre e Uilar views over the har-
P 2 -_‘. s bour and can be bired for
* The Roofs e “— conferences, lunches,

parties and weddings.
For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp578-81 and pp524-8
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% Concert Hall
This is the largest
ball, with seating for
2,690. 1t is used for
symphony, choral,
Jjazz, folk and pop
concerts, chamber
music, opera, dance
and everything from
body building to
fashion parades.

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

Bennelong Point. Map 1 C2. Tel
(02) 9250 7111. Box office (02)
9250 7777. [ Sydney Explorer;
111, 311, 380, 389, 392, 394, 396,
397, 399, 890. EA & Circular
Quay. [] tours and performances.
Good Fri, 25 Dec. [ limited
(02) 9250 7777. E 9-5, call
(02) 9250 7209. TTY for hearing
impaired 9250 7347. [ B 1
www.sydneyoperahouse.com

The Monumental Steps
and forecourt are Guillaume at Bennelong

used for outdoor This is one of the finest
performances. restaurants in Sydney
— (see p528).

The Playhouse, seating almost 400, is ideal
for intimate productions, while also able
to present plays with larger casts.

% The Roofs
Although apoc-
ryphal, the theory that
Jorn Utzon’s arched roof
design came to him while peeling
an orange is enchanting. The bighest
point is 67 m (221 ft) above sea level.

Detail of Utzon’s Tapestry (2004)

Jorn Utzon’s original design for this Gobelin-
style tapestry, which hangs floor to ceiling in
the refurbished Utzon Room, was inspired by
the music of Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach.
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SYDNEY

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

View from Harbourside Shopping Centre looking east towards the city

Museums and Galleries
Australian Museum ppo4-5 (10
Australian National Maritime
Museum pp100-1 @
Museum of Sydney @
Powerhouse Museum pp102-3 @

Cathedrals and Synagogues
Great Synagogue @

St Andrew’s Cathedral @

St Mary’s Cathedral @

Parks and Gardens
Chinese Garden @
Hyde Park @

Historic Streets and
Buildings

Chinatown @

Lands Department Building @
Martin Place @

Queen Victoria Building @
Strand Arcade @

Sydney Tower p91 @
Sydney Town Hall @

Entertainment

King Street Wharf @

State Theatre @

Sydney Aquarium and
Sydney Wildlife World @

Markets
Paddy’s Markets @




CITY CENTRE
AND DARLING HARBOUR

while the city’s commercial

eorge Street, Australia’s

first thoroughfare, was

originally lined with
mud and wattle huts, but
following the gold rush shops
and banks came to dominate
the area. The city’s first sky-
scraper, Culwulla Chambers,
was completed in 1913. Hyde
Park, on the edge of the city centre,
was once a racecourse, attracting
gambling taverns to Elizabeth Street.
Today it provides a peaceful oasis,

F

t'o

St Mary’s C

PYRMONT
BAY PARK

Pyrmont
Bay

Harb

Mosaic floor detail,

centre is an area of depart-
. ment stores and arcades.
r@ o The country’s industrial age
“/ began in Darling Harbour
in 1815 with the opening of
a steam mill, but later the
area became rundown. In
the 1980s, it was the site of a
massive urban redevelopment project.
Today, Darling Harbour contains
many fine museums and other
attractions.
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Street-by-Street: City Centre

Although closely rivalled by Melbourne,
Sydney is the business and commercial
capital of Australia. Vibrant by day, at night
the streets are far less busy when office
workers and shoppers have gone home.
The comparatively small city centre of this
Sculpture outside  sprawling metropolis seems to be
the MLC Centre  almost jammed into a few city blocks.
Because Sydney grew in such a haphazard fashion, with
many of today’s streets following tracks from the har-
bour originally made by bullocks, there was no allow-
ance for the expansion of the city into what has become
a major international centre. A colourful night scene of
cafés, restaurants and theatres is emerging, however, as
more people return to the city centre to live. * Queen Victoria Building
Taking up an entire city block,
this 1898 former prodice
| market was lovingly
restored in 1986 and is
| now a shopping A
mall @

State Theatre *
A gem from the era when the movies
reigned, this glittering and richly dec-
orated 1929 cinema was once hailed
as “the Empire’s greatest theatre” @

Town Hall

The Queen Victoria
Statue was found after
a worldwide search in
1983 ended in a small
Irish village. It had lain
forgotten and neglected
since being removed
i from the front of the

| TIrish Parliament in 1947.

STAR SIGHTS

% Sydney Tower

0 metres 100

* Martin Place ﬁ Marble Bar was once a landmark
. . bar in the 1893 Tattersalls hotel.
* Queen Victoria KEY It was re-erected in the Sydney
Building Hilton in 1973, and again in 2005

e >uggested route when the hotel was rebuilt.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8
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Strand Arcade

A reminder of the late 19th cen-
tury Victorian era when Sydney
was famed as a city of elegant
shopping arcades, this faithfully
restored example is said to have
been the finest of them all @

BOTANIC
\CITY CENTRE | GARDENS
AND THE

ZPU l' L“jl r\aa/vmw

DARLING
HARBOUR

LOCATOR MAP
See Street Finder, maps 1 & 4

% Martin Place

Martin Place’s 1929 Art
Deco Cenotaph is the site
of annual Anzac Day war
remembrance services @

Sydney Central Plaza
is one of the city’s
premier arcades. It features |
the Myer department store
(see p133), speciality shops
and a large food court.

Hyde Park’s
northern end

* Sydney Tower

The tower tops the city skyline, giving a
bird’s eye view of the whole of Sydney.
1t rises 305 m (1,000 ft) above the
ground and can be seen from as far
away as the Blue Mountains @ &S




Queen Victoria
Building @

455 George St. Map 1 B5. Tel (02)
9264 9209. B George St routes.
[ 9am-6pm Mon-Wed, 9am-9pm
Thu, 9am-6pm Fri & Sat, 11am-5pm
Sun; 11am-5pm public hols. [ 3
See Shopping pp132-7.
www.qvb.com.au

French designer Pierre Cardin
called the Queen Victoria
Building “the most beautiful
shopping centre in the
world”. Yet this ornate
Romanesque building, better
known as the QVB, began
life as the Sydney produce
market. Completed to the
design of City Architect
George McRae in 1898, the
dominant features are the
central copper dome
and the glass roof
which lets in a
flood of natural
light.

The market
closed at the end
of World War I.
By the 1950s, the
building was
threatened with demolition.

Refurbished at a cost of over
A$75 million, the QVB re-
opened in 1986 as a shopping
gallery with more than 190
shops. A wishing well incor-
porates a stone from Blarney
Castle, a sculpture of Islay,
Queen Victoria’s dog and a
statue of the queen herself.

Inside the QVB, suspended
from the ceiling, is the Royal
Clock. Designed in 1982 by
Neil Glasser, it features part of
Balmoral Castle above a copy
of the four dials of Big Ben.
Every hour, a fanfare is
played with a parade depict-
ing various English monarchs.

State Theatre @

49 Market St. Map 1 B5. Tel (02)
9373 6852. [ George St routes.
Box office [ ] 9am-5:30pm
Mon-fri. {@) Good Friday, 25 Dec.
I3 (bookings necessary).
www statetheatre.com.au

When it opened in 1929, this
cinema was hailed as the
finest that local craftsmanship
could achieve. The State
Theatre is one of the best

Roof detail,
Queen Victoria Building below stage before
performances. The
theatre is now one of the
city’s special events venues.

Ornately decorated Gothic foyer of the State Theatre

examples of ornate period
cinemas in Australia.
Its Baroque style is evident
in the foyer, with its high
ceiling, mosaic floor,
marble columns and
statues. The audito-
rium is lit by a
20,000-piece
chandelier. The
beautiful Wurlitzer
organ (under
repair) rises from

Strand Arcade ©

412-414 George St. Map 1 BS. Tel
(02) 9232 4199. [ George St routes.
[ 9am-5:30pm Mon-Wed & Fri,
9am-9pm Thu, 9am—4pm Sat, 11am-
4pm Sun. [@) 25, 26 Dec, some public
hols. [ See Shopping pp132-7.
www strandarcade.com.au

Victorian Sydney was a city of
grand shopping arcades. The
Strand, joining George and

Pitt Street entrance to the
majestic Strand Arcade

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8

Pitt streets and designed by
English architect John
Spencer, was the finest of all.
Opened in April 1892, it was
lit by natural light pouring
through the glass roof and the
chandeliers, each carrying 50
jets of gas as well as 50 lamps.
After a fire in 1976, the
building was restored to its
original Victorian splendour.
Enjoy its shopping and
beautiful coffee shops.

Martin Place ©

Map 1 B4. [ George St & Elizabeth
St routes. 2] Martin Place.

This plaza was opened in
1891 and made a traffic-free
precinct in 1971. It is busiest
at lunchtime as city workers
enjoy their sandwiches while
watching free entertainment
in the amphitheatre near
Castlereagh Street.

Every Anzac Day (see p42)
the focus moves to the Ceno-
taph at the George Street end.
Past and present service
personnel attend a dawn
service and wreath-laying
ceremony, followed by a
march past. The shrine, by
Bertram MacKennal, was
unveiled in 1929.

On the southern side of the
Cenotaph is the facade of the
Renaissance-style General Post
Office, considered to be the
finest building by James Bar-
net, colonial architect in 1866.

A stainless steel sculpture of
upended cubes, the Dobell
Memorial Sculpture, is a tribute
to Australian artist William
Dobell, created by Bert
Flugelman in 1979.
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Sydney Tower @

With a design capable of withstanding earthquakes
and extreme wind, Sydney Tower was conceived as
part of the original 1970s Centrepoint shopping
centre, but was not completed until 1981. About
one million people per year admire the stunning
views. On the podium level, visitors enjoy a multi-
media journey around Australia on a virtual adventure
ride called Oztrek. Those with a head for heights
can also venture outside the tower on a skywalk tour.

Observation Level

Views from Level 4 stretch north to
Pittwater, Botany Bay to the south,
west to the Blue Mountains, and along
the barbour out to the open sea.

The turret’s nine levels, with room to
hold almost 1,000 people at a time,

include two revolving restaurants, a
coffee shop and the Observation Level.

The windows comprise three layers. The
outer has a gold dust coating. The frame
design prevents panes falling outwards.

The shaft is
designed to withstand
wind speeds expected
only once in 500

years, and earthquakes.

The stairs are two
separate, fireproofed
emergency escape
routes with 1,504 steps.

Double-decker lifts

can carry up to 2,000
people per hour. At full
speed, a lift takes only
40 seconds to ascend
the 76 floors to the
Observation Level.

Construction of Turret

Oztrek is a unique

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

Tel (02) 9333 9222. [ Sydney
Explorer; all city routes.
Darling Harbour. St James,
Town Hall. [g] City Centre. [}
9am-10:30pm Mon-Fri & Sun,
9:30am-11:30pm Sat. Last entry:
45 mins before closing. [@) 25

ec@EA@MEBN

www.sydneytower.com.au

100 Market St. Map 1 B5.

e The 30-m (98-ft)
| spire completes the
= total 305 m (1,000 fo)

M of the tower’s height.
ALl

The water tank holds
162,000 1 (35,500 gal)
and acts as an
enormous stabilizer
on very windy days.

Skywalk

Sl | Level 4:
Observation

— Level 3:
Coffee shop

> Level 2:
. Buffet
restaurant

Level 1:
! Alacarte
restaurant

The 56 cables weigh
seven tonnes each. If
laid end to end, they
would reach from New
Zealand to Sydney.

New Year’s Eve

Visitors flock to
Sydney’s bighest

The nine turret levels were
erected on the roof of the base
building, then boisted up the
shaft using hydraulic jacks.

virtual reality ride across
Australia, with a 180°

cinema, 3D technology
and real motion seating.

observation deck to
watch the fireworks
over the city and
Harbour Bridge.
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Lands Department
Building @

23 Bridge St. Map 1 B3. [ 325,
George St routes. [ ] only 2 weeks in
the year.

Designed by the colonial
architect James Barnet, this
three-storey Classical Revival
sandstone edifice was built
between 1877 and 1890.
Pyrmont sandstone was used
for the exterior, as it was for
the GPO building.

All the decisions about the
subdivision of much of rural
eastern Australia were made
in the offices within. Statues
of explorers and legislators
who “promoted settlement”
fill 23 of the facade’s 48 niches;
the remainder are still empty.
The luminaries include the
explorers Hovell and Hume,
Sir Thomas Mitchell, Blax-
land, Lawson and Wentworth,
Ludwig Leichhardt, Bass,
Matthew Flinders and botanist
Sir Joseph Banks.

The Lookout on Level 3 of the
Museum of Sydney

Museum of
Sydney @

Cnr Phillip & Bridge sts. Map 1 B3.
Tel (02) 9251 5988. [ Circular
Quay routes. [] 9:30am-5pm daily.
Good Fri, 25 Dec. y# 3 ]
ma

Situated at the base of
Governor Phillip Tower, the
Museum of Sydney is a
modern museum built on a
historic site and details the
history of Sydney from 1788
to the present. Its many
attractions include the
archaeological remains of the

The imposing sandstone edifice of the Lands Department Building

colony’s first Government
House, as well as exhibits
that explore the evolution of
Sydney over two centuries
and honour the original
Cadigal people.

Indigenous Peoples

A new gallery explores the
culture, history, continuity
and place of Sydney’s original
inhabitants. The collectors’
chests hold items of daily use
such as flint and ochre. In the
square outside the complex,
the Edge of the Trees sculp-
tural installation symbolizes
the first contact between the
Aborigines and Europeans.
Inscribed in the wood are sig-
natures of First Fleeters and
names of botanical species in
native languages and Latin.

History of Sydney

Outside the museum, a paving
pattern outlines the site of the
first Government House. The
original founda-
tions, below
street level, can
be seen through

a window. A seg-
ment of wall has
now been recon-
structed using

the original
sandstone.

The Colony
display on Level 2
focuses on Sydney
during the critical decade of
the 1840s: convict transport-
ation ended, the town
officially became a city and
then suffered economic
depression. On Level 3, 20th
century Sydney is explored
against a panorama of images.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8

Display from Trade
Exhibition on Level 2

St Mary’s
Cathedral ®

St Marys Rd. Map 1 C5. Tel (02)
9220 0400. B3 Elizabeth St routes.
[ 6:30am-6pm Mon-Fri,
6:30am-7pm Sat-Sun. [ with
advance notice. [ noon Sun.
www.sydney.catholic.org.au

Although Catholics arrived
with the First Fleet, the
celebration of Mass was at
first prohibited as it was feared
priests would provoke civil
strife among the colony’s Irish
Catholic population. It was
not until 1820 that the first
Catholic priests were officially
appointed and services were
permitted. In 1821, Governor
Macquarie laid the foundation
stone for St Mary’s Chapel on
the first land granted to the
Catholic Church in Australia.
The initial section of this
Gothic Revival-style cathedral
was opened in
1882 and com-
pleted in 1928,
but without the
| twin southern
spires originally
proposed by the
architect William
Wardell. By the
I entrance are stat-
ues of Australia’s
first cardinal,
Moran, and Arch-
bishop Kelly, who laid the
stone for the final stage in
1913. They were sculpted by
Bertram MacKennal, also
responsible for the Martin
Place Cenotaph (see p89). The
crypt’s terrazzo mosaic floor
took 15 years to complete.
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Hyde Park @

Map 1 B5. [ Elizabeth St routes.

Hyde Park was named after
its London equivalent by
Governor Macquarie in 1810.
The fence around the park
marked the outskirts of the
township. Once an exercise
field for garrison troops, it
later incorporated a racecourse
and a cricket pitch. Though
much smaller today than the
original park, it is still a quiet
haven in the middle of the
bustling city centre, with
many notable features.

The 30-m (98-ft)
high Art Deco Anzac
Memorial commem-
orates Australians who
have died for their
country. Opened in 1934
it now includes a military
exhibition downstairs.

Sandringham Garden,
filled with mauve wisteria,
is a memorial to kings

Australian
Museum @

See pp94-5.

Great Synagogue ®

187 Elizabeth St, entrance at 166
Castlereagh St. Map 1 BS. Tel (02)
9267 2477. 394, 396, 380, 382.
[ for services and tours only.
by arrangement. [@)| public and
Jewish hols. I [ noon Tue & Thu.
Www.greatsynagogue.org.au

The longest established

o Jewish Orthodox congre-

gation in Australia
assembles in this
synagogue (conse-
crated in 1878).
Although Jews had
arrived with the First
Fleet, worship did not
commence until the 1820s.
With its carved porch
columns and wrought-
iron gates, the

George V and George Candelabra  synagogue is perhaps
VI, opened by Queen in the Great  the finest work of
Elizabeth II in 1954. Synagogue  Thomas Rowe, architect

The bronze and
granite Archibald Fountain
commemorates the French
and Australian World War I
alliance. It was completed by
Francois Sicard in 1932 and
donated by JF Archibald, one
of the founders of the popular
Bulletin literary magazine.

The Emden Gun, on the
corner of College and Liver-
pool Streets, commemorates
a World War I naval action.
HMAS Sydney destroyed the
German raider Emden off the
Cocos Islands on 9 November
1914, and 180 crew members
were taken prisoner.

of Sydney Hospital (see
p113). The interior features a
stunning panelled ceiling.

Sydney Town
Hall ®

483 George St. Map 4 E2. Tel (02)

9265 9333. [ George St routes. [
8:30am-6pm Mon—fri. (@) public hols.
www cityofsydneyvenues.com.au

The steps of Sydney Town
Hall have been a favourite
meeting place since it opened
in 1869. Walled burial grounds
originally covered the site.

Game in progress on the giant chessboard in Hyde Park

Grand organ in Centennial Hall

It is a fine example of High
Victorian architecture. The
original architect, JH Wilson,
died during its construction,
as did several of the architects
who followed. The vestibule,
an elegant salon with stained
glass and a crystal chandelier,
is the work of Albert Bond.
The clock tower was
completed by the Bradbridge
brothers in 1884. From 1888-
9, other architects designed
Centennial Hall, with its
imposing 19th-century Grand
Organ with over 8,500 pipes.
Some people believe this
became Sydney’s finest build-
ing by accident, as each archi-
tect strove to outdo similar
buildings in Manchester and
Liverpool. Today, it makes a
good venue for concerts.

St Andrew’s
Cathedral ®

Sydney Square, cnr George & Bathurst
sts. Map 4 E3. Tel (02) 9265 1661.
ES George St routes [ ] contact the
cathedral for opening times. [ 3
www.cathedral.sydney.anglican.asn.au

While the foundation stone
for the country’s oldest
cathedral was laid in 1819,
the building was not
consecrated until 1868. The
Gothic Revival design, by
Edmund Blacket, was inspired
by York Minster in England.
Inside are memorials to Sydney
pioneers, a 1539 Bible and
beads made from olive seeds
collected in the Holy Land.

The southern wall includes
stones from London’s St Paul’s
Cathedral, Westminster Abbey
and the House of Lords.
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Australian Museum @

The Australian Museum, the
nation’s leading natural science
museum, founded in 1827, was the
first museum established and remains
the premier showcase of Australian
Modelheadlof natural history. The main building,
Tyrannosaurus rex g 9
an impressive sandstone structure
with a marble staircase, faces Hyde
Park. Architect Mortimer Lewis was forced to resign
his position when building costs began to far exceed
the budget. Construction was completed in the 1860s
by James Barnet. The collection provides a journey Museum Entrance
across Australia and the near Pacific, covering The fagade features massive =~
biology, and natural and cultural history. Australian  Corinthian square -
Aboriginal traditions are celebrated in a community  pillars or piers.
access space that is also used for dance and
other performances every Sunday.

Chapman Mineral .J-,i =
Collection
Planet of Minerals
This section features a walk-
through recreation of an
underground mine with
a display of gems
and minerals.

AT
/_c

Rhodochrosite  Cuprite

Mesolite with green Education
apophyllite Centre

* Indigenous Australians
From the Dreaming to the struggle for self~ . .
determination and land rights, this exbibit  fioor
tells the stories of Australia’s first peoples.

MUSEUM GUIDE

STAR EXHIBITS Indigenous Australians
and the Skeletons entrance

% Indigenous exhibition are on the

i ground floor. Mineral and
Australians rock exhibits are on Level The Skeletons

* Kidspace 1. Birds and Insects are exhibition, on the
Sfound on Level 2, along ground floor, provides

% Search & Discover with Kidspace, Surviving a different perspective
Australia and Dinosaurs. on natural history.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8
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* Search & Discover
Sydneysiders bring bugs,
rocks and bones to this
area for identification.
The public can also access
CD-Romis for research.

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

6 College St. Map 4 F3.

Tel 9320 6000. [ Sydney
Explorer, 323, 324, 325, 327,
389. & Museum, Town Hall.
[ 9:30am-5pm daily. [@) 25
YoTelc]el [=]a)

Www.austmus.gov.au

Surviving Australia
This exhibit explores wild Australia,
including this venomous Speckled
Brown Snake as well as sharks, croc-
odiles and other dangerous animals.

Dinosaurs
exhibit

Birds and Insects * Kidspace

Australia’s most poisonous This mini museum has been designed
spider, the male of the funnel- especially for children aged five and

web species, dwells exclusively under to investigate the natural world,

in the Greater Sydney region. with five “pods”— Bugs, Marine, Volcano,

KEY TO FLOORPLAN Observation and Imagination — to explore.

|| Plants and Minerals

Bl Kidspace “WELCOME STRANGER” GOLD NUGGET CAST
[7] Birds and Insects exhibition In 1869, the largest gold nugget
ever found in Australia was
discovered in Victoria. It
The Skeleton exhibition weighed 71.06 kg (156 Ib).
The museum holds a cast
of the original in a display
~1 Surviving Australia examining the impact of
the gold rush, when the
Australian population

[7] Non-exhibition space doubled in ten years. +—67.5 cm (26 in) wide —>

[ Indigenous Australians

"] Australian Environments

| Temporary exhibition space




National Maritime Museum

96 SYDNEY

Street-by-Street: Darling Harbour

Darling Harbour was New South Wales’
bicentennial gift to itself. This imaginative
urban redevelopment, close to the heart of

Sydney, covers a 54-ha (133-acre) site
Carpentaria lightship,  that was once a busy industrial centre
and international shipping terminal
catering for the developing local wool, grain, timber and
coal trades. In 1984 the Darling Harbour Authority was
formed to examine the area’s commercial options. The
resulting complex opened in 1988, complete with the
Australian National Maritime Museum and Sydney

Aquarium, two of the city’s tourist highlights. Free out- Harbourside Complex offers
door entertainment, appealing to children in particular, is ~ restaurants and cafés with superb
a regular feature, and there are many shops, waterside views over the water to the city

skyline. There is also a wide
range of speciality shops, selling
unusual gifts and other items.

cafés and restaurants, as well as several major hotels
overlooking the bay (www.darlingharbour.com.au).

Y

s

LAAERETE

WHAR!

The Sydney Convention and Exhibition Centre
complex presents an alternating range of
international and local trade shows

displaying everything from home
decorating suggestions to bridal wear. =

The Tidal Cascades sunken IMAX large-
fountain was designed by Robert screen cinema
Woodward, also responsible for
the El Alamein Fountain (see
p120) . The double spiral of water
and paths replicates the circular
shape of the Convention Centre.

Chinese Garden of
Friendship

The Chinese Garden
of Friendship is a
haven of peace and
tranquillity in the
heart of Sydney. Its
landscaping, with
winding pathways,
waterfalls, lakes and
pavilions, offers an
insight into the rich
culture of China.

STAR SIGHTS
* Sydney Aquarium

% Australian National
Maritime Museum

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8
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Pyrmont Bridge
opened in 1902 to ser-
vice the busy harbour.
It is the world’s oldest
swingspan bridge and

opens for vessels up to
14 m (46 fo) tall. The
monorail track above
the walkway also opens
up for even taller boats.

P ary
CENTRE

DARLING
HARBOUR

/

LOCATOR MAP
See Street Finder, maps 3 & 4

Swingspan supports

for Pyrmont Bridge are
sunk 10 m (33 ft) below
the harbour floor.

* Australian National
Maritime Museum

Compelling exhibits detail the
nation’s seafaring bistory before
and after European settlement @

The Vampire
destroyer (1959)
is the largest in
the vessel fleet
moored outside
the museum.

King Street
Wharf —

Wharf for
harbour
cruise

departures

% Sydney Aquarium
The aquatic life of Sydney Harbour, the

open ocean and the Great Barrier Reef

is displayed in massive tanks which can
be seen from underwater walkways @

0 metres 100
— T——
0 yards 100

Cockle Bay Wharf is
vibrant and colourful, and KEY
is an exciting food and
entertainment precinct.

w= = == Suggested route




Sydney Aquarium
& Wildlife World @

Aquarium Pier, Darling Harbour.
Map 4 D2. Tel (02) 8251 7800
(Aquarium), (02) 9333 9288 (Wildlife
World). [ Sydney Explorer. 3
Darling Harbour. B Town Hall. [E]
Darling Park. ] 9am-10pm daily
(last adm 9pm). (A A2 B2
www.sydneyaquarium.com.au
www .sydneywildlifeworld.com.au

Located adjacent to each other
on Darling Harbour are the
fascinating Sydney Aquarium
and Sydney Wildlife World.
The aquarium contains more
than 12,000 animals from
approximately 650 species,
held in a series of re-created
marine environments. For
many visitors, the highlight is
a walk “on the ocean floor”,
passing through two floating
oceanaria with 165 m (541 ft)
of acrylic underwater tunnels.
These allow close observation
of sharks, stingrays and
schools of many types of fish.
Other exhibits include
a Great
Barrier Reef (
display, a
collection of
sharks, and a
Touch Pool, where
visitors may touch
marine invertebrates such as
sea urchins and tubeworms.
Wildlife World offers an
authentic Australian wildlife

experience, with more than
100 native species in nine
different habitats. Highlights
include the koala sanctuary
and the interactive bird show.

Australian
National Maritime
Museum ®

See pp100-1.

King Street
Wharf @

Lime St, between King and Erskine
sts. Map 4 D1. [E] Darling Park. B2

Darling Harbour. gl ll BB F1

www.ksw.com.au

Journalists from nearby
newspaper offices and city
workers flock to this
harbourside venue, which
combines an aggressively
modern glass and steel shrine
to café society with a working
wharf. Passengers arrive and
depart in style on
harbour cruises,
ferries, water taxis
and rivercats. The
complex is flush

A tang fish in the Great with bars that vie
Barrier Reef display

for the best views,
and restaurants
including Thai, Japanese,
Italian and Modern Australian.
Midway along the wharf is
the Pumphouse boutique

Night lights at King Street Wharf,
Darling Harbour

brewery with more than 50
beers, including several of their
own creations. This is not just
a party circuit, there are also
residents here in low-rise apart-
ments set back from the water.

Chinese Garden @

Darling Harbour. Map 4 D3.Tel (02)
9240 8888. ™ Sydney Explorer.

] Haymarket. 2 Darling Harbour.
[3 9:30am-5pm daily. |@ Good Fri,
25 Dec. 173 3 about 60 per cent.
www.chinesegarden.com.au

Known as the Garden of
Friendship, the Chinese
Garden was built in 1984. Tt is
a tranquil refuge from the city
streets. The garden’s design
was a gift to Sydney from its
Chinese sister city of Guang-
dong. The Dragon Wall is in
the lower section beside the
lake. It has glazed carvings
of two dragons, one repre-
senting Guangdong province
and the other the state of
New South Wales. In the

Structuralist design of the Sydney Aquarium and Pier

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8
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Twin Pavilion in the Chinese Garden, decorated with carved flowers

centre of the wall, a carved
pearl, symbolizing prosperity,
is lifted by the waves. The
lake is covered with lotus
and water lilies for much of
the year and a rock monster
guards against evil. On the
other side of the lake is the
Twin Pavilion. Waratahs (New
South Wales’ floral symbol)
and flowering apricots are
carved into its woodwork in
Chinese style, and are also
planted at its base.

A tea house at the top of
the stairs in the Tea House
Courtyard serves Chinese and
Western light refreshments.

Powerhouse
Museum @

See pp102-3.

Paddy’s Markets @

Cnr Thomas & Hay sts, Haymarket.
Map 4 D4. Tel 1300 367 589. B
Sydney Explorer. [ Paddy’s Market.
[ 9am-5pm Thu-Sun & public
hols. [@) 25 Apr; 25 Dec. [ See
also Shopping pp128-31.
www.paddysmarkets.com.au

The Haymarket district, near
Chinatown, is home to
Paddy’s Markets, Sydney’s

oldest and best-known market.
It has been in this area, on a
number of sites, since 1869
(with only one five-year
absence). The origin of the
name is uncertain, but is
believed to have come from
either the Chinese
who originally
supplied much of
its produce, or
the Irish who
were among their
main customers.
Once the
shopping centre
for the inner-city
poor, Paddy’s
Markets is now
an integral part
of the Market City Shopping
Centre, which includes cut-
price fashion outlet stores, an
Asian food court and a
cinema complex. Yet despite
this transformation, the
familiar clamour, smells
and chaotic bargain-
hunting atmosphere of
the original marketplace
remain. Every weekend
the market is filled with
up to 800 stalls selling
everything from fresh
produce to electrical
products, homewares,
leather goods, and
pets, including rabbits,
puppies and chickens.

Chinese food products
in Chinatown

Chinatown @

Dixon St Plaza, Sydney. Map 4 D4.
) Haymarket.

Originally concentrated
around Dixon and Hay
streets, Chinatown is now
expanding to fill Sydney’s
Haymarket area, stretching as
far west as Harris Street, south
to Broadway and east to
Castlereagh Street. It is close
to the Sydney Entertainment
Centre, where some of the
world’s best-known rock and
pop stars perform in concert
and many indoor sporting
events are held (see p142).
For years, Chinatown was
little more than a run-down
district at the edge of the
city’s produce markets, where
many Chinese immigrants
worked at traditional busi-
nesses. Today, Dixon Street,
its main thoroughfare, has
been spruced up to equal
many of the other popular
Chinatowns around the world.
There are authentic-looking
street lanterns and archways,
and a new wave of Asian
immigrants fills the now up-
market restaurants.
Chinatown is a distinctive
area and now home to
a new wave of Sydney’s
Asian population and
vibrant Chinese
New Year cele-
brations. There
are excellent
greengrocers,
traditional herba-
lists and butchers’
shops with wind-
dried ducks
hanging in their
windows. Asian jewellers,
clothes shops and con-
fectioners fill the arcades.
There are also two Chinese-
language cinema complexes.

Traditional archway entrance to
Chinatown in Dixon Street
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Australian National Maritime Museum ®

Bounded as it is by the sea, . -
Australia’s history is inextricably
linked to maritime traditions. The
museum displays material in a broad
range of permanent and temporary
thematic exhibits, many with inter-
1602 willem  Active elements. As well as artifacts
Blaeu Celestial relating to the enduring Aboriginal

Globe maritime cultures, the exhibits
survey the history of European exploratory voy-  F25 Ly ek
ages in the Pacific, the arrival of convict ships, useum Facade -
successive waves of migration, water sports and  The billowing steel roof design .
recreation, and naval life. Historic vessels on show by Philip Cox suggests both — + i
at the wharf include a flimsy Vietnamese refugee the surging sea and the =~ ;91.1

boat, sailing, fishing and pearling boats, a navy  sails of a ship.
patrol boat and a World War IT commando raider.

Eora - First People
traces the seafaring
traditions of Aboriginal
peoples and Torres
Strait Islanders.

The Tasman =)
Light was UM
in a Tasmanian '

lighthouse.

Passengers
The model of the Orcades reflects the
grace of 1950s liners. This display
also charts harrowing sea voyages
made by migrants and refugees.

The Sirius
anchor is from a p
1790 wreck off ”
Norfolk Island.

* Navigators Main entrance

) 3 (sea level)
This 1754 engraving of an
East Indian sea creature is a
European vision of the un- KEY TO FLOORPLAN The Navy exhibit
charted, exotic “great south”. [ Navigators and Eora — First People  examines naval life
O] Passengers in war and peace,
g as well as the history
STAR EXHIBITS || Commerce of colonial navies.
* Eora — First People | Watermarks
I N
* Watermarks B Nawy Linked by the Sea honours

US and Australia. American
traders stopped off in Aust-
|| Non-exhibition space ralia on their way to China.

|71 Linked by the Sea: USA Gallery enduring links between the
* HMAS Vampire [

| Temporary exhibitions

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8
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Commerce

This 1903 Painters’
and Dockers’” Union
banner was carried
by waterfront workers
in marches. It shows
the Niagara entering

VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

Darling Harbour. Map 3 C2. Tel
9298 3777. [ 443, Sydney Ex-
plorer. B Town Hall. [F] Har-
bourside. = Pymont Bay Wharf.
[] 9:30am-5pm daily. {@] 25 Dec.
177 (special exhibitions, destroyer;

101

the dry dock at submarine and Endeavour). [3]
Cockatoo Island. A &3 1 www.anmm.gov.
* Watermarks

This 1960s poster for Bondi |-

e =507
Ny %

beach is part of the museum’s
Watermarks — adventure, sport and
play exhibition. The displays,
including fully-rigged boats and
profiles of world champion scullers
and swimmers, celebrate Australia’s
love affair with the water.

Upper level

Gallery

A replica of Captain
Cook’s Endeavour
is based at the
museum.

Lighthouse

Sailors were guided by
this 1874 lighthouse for
over a centur). It was
rebuilt complete with
original kerosene lamp.

HMAS Onslow
(Oberon-class
submarine)

* Vampire
The museum’s largest vessel
is the 1959 Royal Australian
Navy destroyer, whose
insignia is shown bere.
Tours of “The Bat” are
accompanied by simu-
lated battle action sounds.

MUSEUM GUIDE

The Watermarks, Navy and Linked by
the Sea: USA Gallery exhibits are
located on the main entrance level
(sea level). The Eora— First People,
Navigators, Passengers and
Commerce sections are found on

the first level.



Powerhouse Museum @

This former power station, completed in 1902
to provide power for Sydney’s tramway
system, was redesigned to cater for the
needs of an interactive, hands-on museum.

Revamped, the Powerhouse opened in 1988.
The early collection was held in the Garden
Palace where the 1879 international exhibi-
tion of invention and industry from around
silver cricket  the world was held. Few exhibits survived
trophy  the devastating 1882 fire, and today’s huge
and ever-expanding collection was gathered after this
disaster. The building’s monumental scale provides an

ideal context for the epic sweep of ideas encompassed What's It Like to Live
within: everything from the realm of space and technol-  in Space?

ogy to the decorative and domestic arts. The museum Find out bow astronauls live
emphasizes Australian innovations and achievements, and work in space and
celebrating both the extraordinary and the everyday. experience weightlessness in

the zero gravity space lab.

Soundhouse Studio
This is a state-of-the-art digital studio for the
exploration of sound and music projects.

Cyberworlds: Computers
and Connections

These toy robots are part of an
exploration of the past, present
and future of computers.

MUSEUM GUIDE
The museum is housed
in two buildings: the
Jformer powerhouse and the KEY TO FLOORPLAN
Neville Wran building. There
are over 20 exhibitions on
Sfour levels, descending from Inspired! Design W N2
Level 4. The shop, entrance Across Time i
and main exhibits are
on Level 3. Level 2 has
thematic exhibits. Level 1 Science & Technology
has displays on space,
transport and computers.

| Temporary exhibitions

Social History & Design

Non-exhibition space Level 1

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8
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HARBOUR

Super Elevated Gillies VISITORS’ CHECKLIST
These shoes by Vivienne
Westwood (1993-4) are
part of the Inspired!
Design Across Time
exhibition, featuring
designers from the
1700s to the present.

500 Harris St, Ultimo. Map 4 D4.
Tel 9217 0111. 5] 449, 501.

E3 Darling Harbour. [ Central.
[E] Paddy’s Markets. [] 10am-
5pm daily. [@)] 25 Dec. I
A & 1 www.power

housemuseum.com

Level 4

* Boulton & Watt Engine
The oldest surviving rotative
steam engine in the world, it
powered a London brewery for
102 years from 1875. It is
regularly put into operation in
the museum.

The Neville Wran
Building, a 1980s
addition, is based on
the design of grand
exhibition halls and
railway stations of
the 19th century.

% Interactive Displays
More than 100 interac-
tive units engage visitors
in play while teaching
them about technology.
entrance

STAR EXHIBITS

% Locomotive No. 1 * Boulton & Watt
Robert Stephenson built this locomo-

tive in England in 1854. It bauled Engine
the first train in New South Wales * Locomotive No. 1
in 1855. Using models and voices,

the display re-creates a 19th-century * Interactive Displays

day trip for a group of Sydneysiders.






BOTANIC GARDENS
AND THE DOMAIN

his tranquil part of Sydney

can seem a world away

from the bustle of the city
centre. It is rich in the remnants
of Sydney’s convict and colonial
past: the site of the first farm and
the boulevard-like Macquarie
Street where the barracks, hos-
pital, church and mint — bastions
of civic power — are among the
oldest surviving public build-
ings in Australia. This street
continues to assert its dominance
today as the location of the state
government of New South Wales.

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Wooden angel,
St James’ Church

The Domain, an open, grassy
space, was originally set aside by
the colony’s first governor for his
private use. Today it is filled with
joggers and touch footballers
sidestepping picnickers and sun-
bathers. In January, during the
Festival of Sydney, it hosts free
outdoor concerts. The Royal
Botanic Gardens has for almost
200 years collected, grown,
researched and conserved
plants from Australia and the rest of
the world. The result is a parkland of
great diversity and beauty.

Historic Streets and

Buildings

Conservatorium of Music @

Hyde Park Barracks
Museum @

The Mint @

Parliament House @

State Library of New South
Wales @

Sydney Hospital @

Monuments

The Domain @

pp106-7 @

Museums and Galleries
Art Gallery of New South
Wales pp110—13 @

Churches
St James’ Church @

Islands
Fort Denison @

GETTING THERE

Visit on foot, if possible. St
James’ and Martin Place train
stations are close to most of
the sights. The 311 bus from
Circular Quay runs near the
Art Gallery of NSW. The
Sydney Explorer also stops

at several sights. (7]

0 metres 500 E

—— S8
A

0 yards 500 ¥ o
‘©

KEY ‘QUEENS.

SQUARE

[ Royal Botanic Gardens
pp106-7

CityRail station

Mrs Macquaries Chair @
Parks and Gardens

Royal Botanic Gardens

” ®

<] Succulents and cacti from the Succulent Garden in the Royal Botanic Gardens



Royal Botanic Gardens @ i

The Royal Botanic Gardens, a 30-ha (75-acre)
oasis in the heart of the city, occupy a superb
position, wrapped around Farm Cove at the
harbour’s edge. Established in 1816 as a series
of pathways through shrubbery, they are the
oldest scientific institution in the country and | e
Statueinthe  hoyse an outstanding collection of plants
Botanic Gardens . el
from Australia and overseas. A living museum,
B . . . LOCATOR MAP

the gardens are also the site of the first farm in the fledgling ¢, /et Finder maps 182
colony. Fountains, statues and monuments are today '
scattered throughout. The diversity is amazing, f

,! BOTANIC
GARDENS.

THE DOMAIN,

KINGS
CROSS AND
DARLINGHURST

Government
there are thousands of trees, stands of bamboo, " | House (1897)
a cactus garden, a rainforest walk, one of the '
world’s finest collections of palms, a herb 5 . ‘

garden and a garden containing rare and
threatened plant species.

A

tl_

TR,

¥

* Palm Grove

Begun in 1862, this cool summer
haven is one of the world’s finest
outdoor collections of palms. There
are about 180 species in the grove.

Conservatorium of Music (see p708)

* Herb Garden
Herbs from around the world
used for a wide variety of pur-
poses — culinary, medicinal
and aromatic — are on display
bere. A sensory fountain and
a sundial modelled on the celes-
tial sphere are also features.

Two glasshouses contain trop-
ical ecosystems in miniature.
Native vegetation is displayed
in the Pyramid, while the Arc
holds plants not found locally,
commonly known as exotics.

0 metres 200

0 yards 200

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8
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VISITORS" CHECKLIST

Mrs Macquaries Rd. Maps 1 & 2.
Tel 9231 8111. Tours 9231 8125.
liked to watch the har- & Sydney Explorer, 200, 441. 2
bour, is marked by a rock Circular Quay. E Martin Place, St
ledge seat (see p108). James, Circular Quay. [ ] 7am—
8pm Nov-Feb, 7am-6:30pm Mar
& Oct, 7am-6pm Apr & Sep,
Mrs Macquaries 7am-5:30pm May & Aug, 7am
—5pm Jun & Jul. [S] B8 73 daily
(not Jan—Feb, public hols). Tropical
Centre [ ] 10am-4pm daily.
www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au

Mrs Macquaries Chair,
where the governor’s wife

- TR
Macquarie Wall
In 1810, work began on
this 290-m (950-ft) long
wall intended to separate
the convict domain_from
the town'’s “respectable
Class of mbabitants”.
Only a small section
remains standing today.

" 4 Choragic Monument (1870)
s & : This replica of the eponymous statue
of Lysicrates in Athens was carved
in sandstone by Walter McGill.

The Fleet Steps
met those disem-

barking from ships '
in Farm Cove.

Andrew (Boy)
Charlton Pool

is a popular spot
for inner-city
swimming and
sunbathing.

* Australia’s First Farm
Some oblong beds in the
Middle Garden follow the
direction of the first furrows
ploughed in the colony.

STAR FEATURES

% Australia’s First
Farm

. National Herbarium
w3## & of New South Wales
" About one million dried plant

specimens document biological

Wollemij  iversity. Discovery and collection

Pine of new plants aims to slow down
the extinction rate of entire species.

* Herb Garden

* Palm Grove

% Sydney Tropical
Centre




SYDNEY

Conservatorium of
Music @

Macquarie St. Map 1 C3. Tel (02) 935
11222. Sydney Explorer, Circular
Quay routes. D 9am-5pm Mon-Fri,
9am—4pm Sat, public areas only.
Phone for details of concerts.
public holidays, Easter Sat, 24 Dec-2
Jan. 73 phone 9351-1296 for details.

When it was finished in 1821,
this striking castellated
Colonial Gothic building was
meant to be the stables and
servants’ quarters for
Government House, but
construction of the latter was
delayed for almost 25 years.
That stables should be built
in so grand a style, and at
such great cost, brought forth
cries of outrage and led to
bitter arguments between the
architect, Francis Greenway
(see p169), and Governor
Macquarie — and a decree
that all future building plans
be submitted to London.

Between 1908 and 1915
“Greenway’s folly” underwent
a dramatic transformation. A
concert hall, roofed in grey
slate, was built on the central
courtyard and the building in
its entirety was converted for
the use of the new Sydney
Conservatorium of Music.

Recently added facilities
include a café, which holds
lunchtime concerts during the
school term and an upper level
with great harbour views. “The
Con” continues to be a train-
ing ground for future musicians
and a great place to visit.

Resting on the carved stone seat of
Mrs Macquaries Chair

Mrs Macquaries
Chair ©

Mrs Macquaries Rd. Map 2 E2.
Sydney Explorer, 111. [ 3

The Scenic Mrs Macquaries
Road winds alongside much
of what is now the city’s
Royal Botanic Gardens,
stretching from

admire the view on her daily
stroll. Although today the
outlook is much changed, it is
just as arresting, taking in the
broad sweep of the harbour
with all its landmarks.
Rounding the cove to the
west leads to Mrs Macquaries
Point. These lawns are a pop-
ular picnic spot with Sydney-
siders, particularly at sunset.

Fort Denison @

Sydney Harbour. Map 2 E1. Tel (02)
9247 5033. [ Circular Quay.

[ Daily tours: for prices and times
contact 9247 5033 or email
cadman.cottage@environment.nsw.

govau. (@ 25 Dec. "33

First named Rock Island, this
prominent, rocky outcrop in
Sydney Harbour was also
dubbed “Pinchgut”. This was
probably because of the mea-
gre rations given to convicts
who were confined there as
punishment. It had a grim
history of incar-

Farm Cove to
Woolloomooloo
Bay and back
again. The road
was built in
1816 at the

ceration in the
early years of
the colony.

In 1796, the
convicted mur-
derer Francis

instigation of —
Elizabeth
Macquarie, wife
of the Governor. In the same
year, a stone bench, inscribed
with details of the new road
and its commissioner, was
carved into the rock at the
point where Mrs Macquarie
would often stop to rest and

Conservatorium of Music at the edge of the Royal Botanic Gardens

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8

Fort Denison in 1907

Morgan was
hanged on the
island in chains.
His body was left to rot on the
gallows for three years as a
warning to the other convicts.

Between 1855 and 1857, the
Martello tower (the only one
in Australia), gun battery and
barracks that now occupy the
island were built as part of
Sydney’s defences. The site
was renamed after the gover-
nor of the time. The gun, still
fired at 1pm each day, helped
mariners to set their ships’
chronometers accurately.

Today the island is the
perfect setting for watching
the many harbour activities,
such as the New Year
fireworks displays (see p41).
To explore Fort Denison,
book one of the tours from
Cadman’s Cottage.

Art Gallery of New
South Wales @

See pp110-11.
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The Domain @

Art Gallery Rd. Map 1 C4.
Sydney Explorer, 111, 411.

The tens of thousands of
people who swarm to the
January concerts and other
Festival of Sydney events in
The Domain are part of a
long-standing tradition. They
come equipped with picnic
baskets and blankets to enjoy
the ongoing entertainment.

Once the governor’s private
park, this extensive space is
now public and has long been
a rallying point for crowds of
Sydneysiders whenever emo-
tive issues of public impor-
tance have arisen. These have
included the attempt in 1916
to introduce military conscrip-
tion and the sudden dismissal
of the elected federal govern-
ment by the then governor-
general in 1975.

From the 1890s, part of The
Domain was also used as the
Sydney version of “Speakers’
Corner”. Today, you are more
likely to see joggers or office
workers playing touch foot-
ball in their lunch hours, or
simply enjoying the shade.

R

Harbour view from The Domain

State Library of
New South Wales @

Macquarie St. Map 4 F1. Tel (02)
9273 1414. [ Sydney Explorer,
Elizabeth St routes. [ ] 9am-9pm
Mon-Fri, 11am-5pm Sat & Sun.
most public hols, Mitchell Library

cosed sun. A A G O

www.sl.nsw.gov.au

The state library is housed in
two separate buildings
connected by a passageway
and a glass bridge. The older
building, the Mitchell Library

Mosaic replica of the Tasman Map, State Library of New South Wales

wing (1910), is a majestic
sandstone edifice facing the
Royal Botanic Gardens (see
pp106-7). Huge stone
columns supporting a vaulted
ceiling frame the impressive
vestibule. On the vestibule
floor is a mosaic replica of an
old map illustrating the two
voyages made to Australia by
Dutch navigator Abel Tasman
in the 1640s (see p49). The
two ships of the first voyage
are shown off the south coast,
the two from the second
voyage are seen to the north-
west. The original Tasman
Map is held in the Mitchell
Library as part of its collec-
tion of historic Australian
paintings, books, documents
and pictorial records.

The Mitchell wing’s vast
reading room, with its huge
skylight and oak panelling,
is just beyond the main
vestibule. There is also an
attractive contemporary
structure that faces Macquarie
Street (see pp114-15). This
area houses the State
Reference Library.
Beyond the Mitchell
wing is the Dixson
Gallery, housing
cultural and histor-
ical exhibitions which
change regularly.

Outside the library,
facing Macquarie
Street, is a statue of
the explorer Matthew
Flinders, who first
ventured into central
Australia (see pp52-3). On the
windowsill behind him
is a statue of his travelling
companion, his cat, Trim.

r

e

Malby’s
celestial globe,
Parliament House

Parliament
House ©

Macquarie St. Map 4 F1. Tel (02) 9230
2111. B3] Sydney Explorer, Elizabeth St
routes. 2§ Martin Place. [}
9:30am-4:30pm Mon-Fri. |@) public
hols. [ 73 (02) 9230 3444 to book.
www.parliament.nsw.gov.au

The central section of this
building, which houses the
State Parliament, is part of the
original Sydney Hospital built
from 1811-16 (see p113). It
has been a seat of govern-
ment since 1829 when the
newly appointed Legislative
Council first held meetings
here. The building was
extended twice during the
19th century and again during
the 1970s and 1980s. The
current building contains the
chambers for both houses of
state parliament, as well as
parliamentary offices.
Parliamentary memorabilia
is on view in the Jubilee
Room, as are displays
showing Parliament
House’s development
and the legislative
history of the state.
The corrugated
iron building with
a cast-iron facade
tacked on at the
southern end was
a prefabricated kit
from England. In
1850, this dismantled
kit became the cham-
ber for the new Legislative
Council. Its packing cases were
used to line the chamber; the
rough timber can still be seen.
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Art Gallery of New South Wales e

Established in 1874, the art gallery has occupied its present
imposing building since 1897. Designed by the Colonial
Architect WL Vernon, the gallery doubled in size following
1988 building extensions. Two equestrian bronzes — The
Offerings of Peace and The Offerings of War — greet the
visitor on entry. The gallery itself houses some of the finest
works of art in Australia, with permanent collections of
Australian, Aboriginal, European, Asian and Contemporary
art. The Yiribana Gallery is the largest in the world to
exclusively exhibit Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art
and culture. Free guided tours take place daily, covering
Aboriginal art, highlights of the collection or major exhibitions.

Mars and the Vestal Virgin (71638)

This oil on canvas by Parisian painter Jacques
Blanchard (1600-38) depicts Mars’s encounter
with a Vestal Virgin, who subsequently gave
birth to Romulus and Remus, founders of Rome.

Sunbaker (1937)

Max Dupain’s iconic, almost abstract,
Australian photograph of hedonism
and sun worship uses clean lines,
strong light, and geometric form. The
image’s power lies in its simplicity.

Sofala (1947)
Russell Drysdale’s
visions of Australia
show “ghost” towns
laid waste by
devastating natural
Jforces such as
drought.

GALLERY GUIDE
There are five levels. The
Upper Level has the Rudy

STAR EXHIBITS Komon Gallery for tempo-
rary exhibitions, which are
* The Golden Fleece also held on Lower Level 1. The
by Tom Roberts Ground Level bas European and
Australian works, 20th-century
% Tutini's Grave European prints are on Lower Level 2
Posts and the Yiribana Aboriginal Gallery is Ground Level

on Lower Level 3.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8
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% Pukumani Grave Posts
(1958) Carved by the Tiwi
k people of Melville Island
(north of Australia), these
posts represent qualities of
the deceased whose grave
they solemnly
surrounded.

= VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

Art Gallery Road, The Domain.
Map 2 D4. Tel 9225 1744.
Sydney Explorer, 441.

EX Circular Quay. & St James,
Martin Place. [ ] 10am-5pm
daily (until 9pm Wed). [@)] Good

i, 250ec AAEAE BN

www artgallery.nsw.gov.au

Lower
Level 2 Guardians, Tang Dynasty
These 7th-century Chinese
Sfigures are part of a
collection highlighting
% different traditions, periods
L and cultures from the many
’ : countries of Asia.

Lower
Level 1

Natives on the
Ouse River, Van Die-
; men’s Land (71838)
2 English-Australian artist
A = Jobn Glover was dubbed the
Jfather of Australian landscape

g painting for his bright depic-
tions of the Van Dieman’s

Land bush (now Tasmania).

KEY TO FLOORPLAN

Australian Art

European Art

Asian Art

H |8 |E O

20th and 21st Century
International Art

IZ] Prints and Drawings
"1 Contemporary Art
| Domain Theatre

The sandstone * The Golden Fleece (1894) || Yiribana Aboriginal Gallery

entrance was This work by Tom Roberts porirays the I"] Temporary exhibition space
added in 1909. vanished tradition of manual shearing, =

. . | Non-exhibiti
and captures the heroic quality of the men. b




Exploring the Art Gallery’s Collection

The gallery’s early focus was on Australian and British
art, and these areas remain part of its greatest strength.
Aboriginal art began to be added to the collection
during the 1940s, with strong acquisition programmes
in more recent decades, augmented by important
collections of Asian and contemporary art, as well as
photography. The gallery stages major temporary exhi-
bitions, and the annual Archibald, Wynne and Sulman
prizes always entertain and usually stir controversy.

Grace Cossington Smith’s The Curve
of the Bridge (1928-9)

AUSTRALIAN ART

Among the most important
colonial works is John Glover’s
Natives on the Ouse River,
Van Diemen’s Land (1838), an
image of doomed Tasmanian
Aborigines. The old wing
holds paintings from the Heid-
elberg school of Australian
Impressionism. Departure of
the Orient — Circular Quay
(1888) by Charles Conder and
Tom Roberts’s The Golden
Fleece (1894) hang near the
equally iconic Fire’s On
(1891) by Arthur Streeton.
Australia was slow to take
up Modernism. Implement
Blue (1927) by Margaret

Brett Whiteley’s vivid The Balcony (2) from 1975

Preston is an emphatic state-
ment of its period. Some of
Sidney Nolan’s most powerful
paintings exploiting myths
and landscapes of Australia
include Hare in a Trap (1946)
and Central Australia (1950).
There are also fine holdings of
William Dobell, Russell Drys-
dale, Grace Cossington Smith
and Brett Whiteley (see p34).

YIRIBANA ABORIGINAL
GALLERY

This gallery opened in 1994
and exhibits works by Aborigi-
nal and Torres Strait Islanders.
The name Yiribana implies a
multiplicity of directions,
reflecting the diversity of a
collection representing artists
from many different communi-
ties, including Emily Kam
Ngwarray, John Mawurndjul
and Pedro Wonaeamirri. Most
of the works were produced
after 1945 yet depict stories
dating back thousands of years.
The gallery received an
important gift of 24 paintings
on bark and works on paper
from the Commonwealth
Government’s 1948 expedi-
tion to Arnhem Land. Between
1959 and 1962 more works
and a set of Pukumani grave
posts were also acquired.

Three Bathers, an Ernst Ludwig
Kirchner painting from 1913

EUROPEAN ART

Among the Old Masters are
some significant Italian works.
Hogarth, Turner and Joshua
Reynolds are represented, as
are Neo-Classical works such as
The Visit of the Queen of Sheba
to King Solomon (1884-90) by
Edward Poynter. Chaucer at
the Court of Edward III (1845~
51) by Ford Madox Brown is
the most commanding Pre-
Raphaelite painting.
Impressionists and Post-
Impressionists are represented
by Pissarro, Cézanne and
Monet, as well as Bonnard,
Kandinsky and Braque. Old
Woman in Ermine (1946) by
Max Beckmann and Three
Bathers (1913) by Ernst Ludwig
Kirchner are strong examples
of German Expressionism.
The gallery’s first Picasso,
Nude in a Rocking Chair
(1956), was bought in 1981.

PHOTOGRAPHY

There are 4,500 photographs
in the collection, celebrating
the extraordinary diversity of
the medium. The majority are
Australian and half date from
1980 onwards. Major holdings
of a wide variety of artists
include Micky Allan, Mark
Johnson, Max Pam, Lewis
Morley, Tracey Moffatt and Bill
Henson. Australian Pictorial-
ism, as represented by Harold
Cazneaux, is also a particular
strength, as is the Modernism
and postwar photodocumen-
tary of artists such as Olive
Cotton and Max Dupain.
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ASIAN ART

The Asian collections offer
one of the largest pan-Asian
displays of art in the southern
hemisphere, including exquis-
ite calligraphy, traditional and
modern paintings, textiles,
porcelain and an extraordin-
ary legacy of Buddhist art.
The galleries occupy two
levels; the lower level displays
the art of East Asia — China,
Korea and Japan; the upper
level displays the art of South
and South-East Asia and chang-
ing temporary exhibitions.

PRINTS AND DRAWINGS

This collection represents the
European tradition from the
High Renaissance to the 19th
and 20th centuries, with work
by Rembrandt, Constable,
William Blake, Edvard Munch
and Egon Schiele. A strong
bias towards Sydney artists of
the past 100 years has
resulted in an exceptional
gathering of work by Thea
Proctor, Norman and Lionel
Lindsay and Lloyd Rees.

Egon Schiele’s Poster for the
Vienna Secession (1918)

CONTEMPORARY ART

The changing displays highlight
a comprehensive range of
themes such as body and per-
formance art, new approaches
to landscape, pop culture and
video installations. Australian
artists such as Bill Henson,
Patricia Piccinini, Susan Norrie
and Mike Parr exhibit alongside
international artists like Doris
Salcedo and Anselm Kiefer.

Sydney Hospital @

Macquarie St. Map 1 C4. Tel (02)
9382 7111. B3 Sydney Explorer;
Elizabeth St routes. [ ] daily. I3 for
tours. [ /3 book in advance.

This imposing collection of
Victorian sandstone buildings
stands on the site of what was
once the central section of
the original convict-built
Sydney Hospital. It was known
locally as the Rum Hospital
because the builders were paid
by being allowed to import
rum for resale. Both the north
and south wings of the Rum
Hospital survive as Parliament
House (see p109) and the
Sydney Mint. The central
wing was demolished in 1879
and the new hospital, which
is still operational, was com-
pleted in 1894.

The Classical Revival
building boasts a Baroque
staircase and elegant
stained-glass windows
in its central hall.
Florence Nightingale
approved the design
of the 1867 nurses’
wing. In the inner
courtyard, there is a
brightly coloured Art
Deco fountain (1907),
somewhat out of
place among the
surrounding heavy
stonework.

At the front of the
hospital sits a bronze
boar called 11 Porcellino. It
is a replica of a 17th-century
fountain in Florence’s Mer-
cato Nuovo. Donated in 1968
by an Italian woman whose
relatives had worked at the
hospital, the statue is an

Stained glass at
Sydney Hospital

Il Porcellino, the bronze boar in front of Sydney Hospital

enduring symbol of the
friendship between Italy and
Australia. Like his Florentine
counterpart, I Porcellino is
supposed to bring good luck
to all those who rub his snout.
Coins tossed in the pool at his
feet for luck and fortune are
collected for the hospital.

The Mint ®

10 Macquarie St. Map 1 C5. Tel (02)
8239 2288. [ Sydney Explorer,
Elizabeth St routes. [ ] 9am-5pm
Mon—Fri. Good Fri, 25 Dec.

2] A ground fioor only. [

www.hht.net.au

The gold rushes of the mid-
19th century transformed
colonial Australia (see pp54-5).
The Sydney Mint opened in
1854 in the south wing of the
Rum Hospital in order to turn
recently discovered gold into
bullion and currency.
This was the first
branch of the Royal
Mint to be established
outside London, but it
was closed in 1927 as
it was no longer
competitive with the
mints in Melbourne
(see p387) and Perth
(see p305). The
Georgian building
then went into
decline after it was
converted into gov-
ernment offices. The
Mint’s artefacts are now in the
Powerhouse Museum (see
pp102-3). The head office of
the Historic Houses Trust of
NSW is now located here and
you can look through the
front part of the building.
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Hyde Park Barracks
Museum @

Queens Square, Macquarie St. Map 1
C5. Tel (02) 8239 2311. E St James,
Martin Place. ] 9:30am-5pm daily.
Good Fri, 25 Dec. 17 [ ground
floor only. [P3 on request. [
www.hht.net.au

Described by Governor
Macquarie as “spacious” and
“well-aired”, the beautifully
proportioned barracks are the
work of Francis Greenway
and are considered his
masterpiece (see p169). They
were completed in 1819 by
convict labour and designed
to house 600 convicts. Until
that time convicts had been
forced to find their own lodg-
ings after their day’s work.
Subsequently, the building

Replica convict hammocks on the
third floor of Hyde Park Barracks

then housed, in turn, young
Irish orphans and single
female immigrants, before it
later became courts and legal
offices. Refurbished in 1990,

the barracks reopened as a
museum on the history of the
site and its occupants. The
displays include a room
reconstructed as convict quar-
ters of the 1820s, as well as
pictures, models and artifacts.
Many of the objects recovered
during archaeological digs at
the site and now on display
survived because they had
been dragged away by rats to
their nests; today the rodents
are acknowledged as valuable
agents of preservation.

The Greenway Gallery on
the first floor holds varied
exhibitions on history and
culture. Elsewhere, the
Barracks Café, which incor-
porates the original cell area,
offers views of the courtyard,
today cool and attractive but
in the past the scene of brutal
convict floggings.

MACQUARIE STREET

Described in the 1860s as one of the gloomiest
streets in Sydney, this could now claim to be
the most elegant. Open to the harbour breezes
and the greenery of The Domain, a stroll down
this tree-lined street is a pleasant way to view
the architectural heritage of Sydney.

The Mitchell Library
wing’s portico (1906) has
lonic columns.

sl The roof of The
e Mint has now been
completely restored to
replicate the original
wooden shingles in
casuarina (she-oak).

@1

=/

—— This wing of

built in 1988
to the old

section by a

Parliament House was
once the convict-built Rum
Hospital’s northern wing.

the library was

and connected

glass walkway.

!

2. PARLIAMENT HOUSE (7811-16)

The Mint, like its twin,
Parliament House, has
an unusual double-
colonnaded, two-storeyed
veranda.

Hyde Park
Barracks Café

4. THE MINT (7816)

Lnialnlnlg
DONNG
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St James’ Church @

179 King St. Map 1 BS. Tel (02)

8227 1300. &} St James, Martin
Place. [} 8am-5pm Mon~fi,
8am-4pm Sat, 7:30am-4pm Sun.
Concerts 1:15pm Wed (free).

This fine Georgian building,
constructed by convict labour,
was originally designed as a
courthouse in 1819. The
architect, Francis Greenway,
had to build a church instead
when plans to construct a
cathedral on George Street
were abandoned. Greenway
designed a simple yet elegant
church. Consecrated in 1824,
it is the city’s oldest church.
Many additions were carried
out, including designs by John
Verge in which the pulpit faced
the high-rent pews, while
convicts and the military sat

directly behind the preacher
where the service was
inaudible. A Children’s Chapel
was created in 1929. Prominent
members of early 19th-century
society, many of whom died

violently, are honoured with
marble tablets. These tell the
stories of luckless explorers,
the governor’s wife dashed to
her death from her carriage,
and shipwreck victims.

The lamps hanging
over the gateways of
Parliament House are
reproductions of the
19th-century gas
lamps that used to
stand here.

Corrugated
iron and cast-
iron facade

Georgian
sandstone

The Land Titles
Office, a WL Vernon
building from 1908,
has a Classical form
with some fine Tudor
Gotbic detailing.

The entrance stairs of
Pyrmont sandstone
have set the tone for
all renovations. The
stone, quarried in
colonial times, must be
matched exactly.

Arched d:
bridges

[
i i
: If‘
5
&
w2y
Arcaded stone 5 nEn
verandas > o
Bin
with ornate o] n "y
balustrading %
o 1
=51

LOCATOR MAP

3. SYDNEY HOSPITAL (1868-94)

The stained-glass windows
in St James’ Church are mostly
20th century. Those in the

Chapel of the Holy Spirit repre-
sent air, earth, fire and water.

Copper
spire

facade

Statue of
Prince Albert

7 ORE

IFIFiF
D IR 1

5. HYDE PARK BARRACKS MUSEUM (78717-19)

6. LAND TITLES OFFICE (71908-13)

7. ST JAMES' (1820)



116 SYDNEY

The front entrance to a lovingly restored Victorian terrace house in Paddington

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Historic Streets and Buildings Paddington Town Hall @
Darlinghurst Court House @ Paddington Village @
Elizabeth Bay House @ Victoria Barracks @

The Entertainment Quarter @ Victoria Street @

Five Ways @

Juniper Hall @ Parks and Gardens

Old Gaol, Darlinghurst @ Beare Park @

Paddington Street @ Centennial Park @

Museums and Galleries
Sydney Jewish Museum @

Monuments
El Alamein Fountain @

Markets
Paddington Markets @



KINGS CROSS, DARLINGHURST
AND PADDINGTON

ydney’s Kings Cross and

Darlinghurst districts are

still remembered for
their 1920s gangland associ-
ations. However, both areas
are now cosmopolitan and
densely populated parts of
the city. Kings Cross has a thriving
café society, in spite of the nearby red
light district. Darlinghurst comes into
its own every March, during the

Facade detail,
Del Rio (see p119)

flamboyant Gay and Lesbian
Mardi Gras parade. The
Victorian terraces of Pad-
dington are still admired for
their wrought-iron “lace”
verandas. Paddington is also
famed for its fine restaurants,
galleries and antiques shops. On Satur-
days, people flock to Paddington
Markets, spilling out into the pubs and
cafés of the surrounding area.
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Street-by-Street: Potts Point

The substantial Victorian houses filling the
streets of this old suburb are excellent
examples of the 19th-century concern with
architectural harmony. New building

projects were designed to enhance rather
than contradict the surrounding buildings
and general streetscape. Monumental
structures and fine details of moulded stuccoed parapets,
cornices and friezes, even the spandrels in herringbone
pattern, are all integral parts of a grand suburban plan.

(This plan included an 1831 order that all houses cost
at least £1,000.) Cool, dark verandas extend the street’s

green canopy of shade, leaving an impression of cold
drinks enjoyed on summer days in fine Victorian style.

Beare Park
fountain detail

The McElhone Stairs were pre-
ceded by a wooden ladder that
linked Woolloomooloo Hill, as
Kings Cross was known, to

the estate far below.

Horderns Stairs

These villas, from \
the Georgian and \é“:.
Victorian eras, can e

be broadly labelled 4 24
as Classical Revival
and are fronted by #’
leafy gardens. 4}

. Vs
Kings Cross |
Station

e,

* Victoria Street

From 1972-4, residents of
this historic street fought a
sometimes violent battle
against developers wanting
to build high-rise towers,
motels and blocks of flats @

R 440w

ft%

Werrington,
a mostly serious and
streamlined building,
also has flamboyant
Art Deco detailing
which is now hidden
under brown paint.

STAR SIGHTS
% Elizabeth Bay House

Tusculum Villa was just one

of a number of 1830s houses sub-
ject to “villa conditions”. All had
to face Government House, be
of a high monetary value and

be built within three years.

* Victoria Street

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8
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Challis Avenue is a
fine and shady comple- L
ment to nearby Victoria
Street. This Romanesque
group of terrace houses
has an unusual facade,
with arches fronting
deep verandas and

a grand ground

floor colonnade.

BOTANIC

KINGS CROSS
DARLINGHURST
AND
PADDINGTON

3 LOCATOR MAP
Rockwall, a symmetrical See Street finder, map 2
and compact Regency villa,

was built to the designs of

the architect John Verge

in 1830-37.

Del Rio is a finely
detailed high-rise
apartment block. Tt
clearly exhibits the
Landmark Spanish Mission in-
Hotel

fluence that filtered
through from
California in the
first quarter of the
20th century.

% Elizabeth Bay House
A contemporary exclaimed
over the beauty of the 1830s
garden: “Irees from Rio, the
ThelArthun West Indies, the East Indies,
McElhone X
Reserve China...the bulbs from the
Cape are splendid.” @

™ 4 ¥ 2 Art Deco Birtley

.- : 3 *’ Towers

BA Y-R 0AD 0 metres 50
e —
Olvards =0 Elizabeth Bay was part of the original land grant to
KEY Alexander Macleay. He created a botanist’s paradise

with ornamental ponds, quaint grottoes and prome-

wmme  Suggested route nades winding all the way down to the harbour.
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El Al in Fountain, cc

El Alamein
Fountain @

Fitzroy Gardens, Macleay St, Potts
Point. Map 2 E5. [ 222, 311.

This dandelion of a fountain
in the heart of the Kings
Cross district has a reputation
for working so spasmodically
that passers-by often murmur
facetiously, “He loves me, he
loves me not.” Built in 1961,
it commemorates the Australian
army’s role in the siege of
Tobruk, Libya, and the battle
of El Alamein in Egypt during
World War II. At night, when
it is brilliantly lit, the fountain
looks surprisingly ethereal.

Victoria Street @

Potts Point. Map 5 B2. [ 311,
324, 325, 389.

At the Potts Point end, this
street of 19th-century terrace
houses, interspersed with a
few incongruous-looking
high-rise blocks, is, by
inner-city standards,
almost a boulevard. The
gracious street you see
today was once at the
centre of a bitterly
fought conservation
struggle, one which
almost certainly cost
the life of a prominent
heritage campaigner.
In the early 1970s,
many residents, backed
by the “green bans” put
in place by the Builders’
Labourers Federation of New
South Wales, fought to
prevent demolition of old
buildings for high-rise

Juanita
Nielsen

rating the World War Il battle

development. Juanita Nielsen,
heiress and publisher of a
local newspaper, vigorously
took up the conservation bat-
tle. On 4 July 1975, she disap-
peared without trace. An
inquest into her disappearance
returned an open verdict.

As a result of the actions of
the union and residents, most
of Victoria Street’s superb old
buildings still stand. Tronically,
they are now occupied not by
the low-income residents who
fought to save them, but by
the well-off professionals who
eventually displaced them.

Elizabeth Bay
House ©

7 Onslow Ave, Elizabeth Bay. Map 2
F5. Tel (02) 9356 3022. Sydney
Explorer; 311. [} 10am-4:30pm
Tue-Sun. @) Good Fri, 25 Dec. [3] 3
173 I groundfloor. www.hht.net.au

Elizabeth Bay House contains
the finest colonial interior on
display in Australia. It is a
potent expression of how
the depression of the
1840s cut short the 1830s’
prosperous optimism.
Designed in Greek Revival
style by John Verge,
it was built for
Colonial Secre-
tary Alexander
Macleay, from
1835-39. The oval
saloon with its dome
and cantilevered
staircase is recognized
as Verge’s masterpiece.
The exterior is less sat-
isfactory, as the intended
colonnade and portico were
not finished owing to a crisis
in Macleay’s financial affairs.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8

The present portico dates from
1893. The interior is furnished
to reflect Macleay’s occupancy
from 1839-45, and is based
on inventories drawn up in
1845 for the transfer of the
house and contents to his son,
William Sharp. He took the
house in return for paying off
his father’s debts, leading to a
rift that was never resolved.

Macleay’s original 22-ha
(55-acre) land grant was sub-
divided for flats and villas from
the 1880s to 1927. In the 1940s,
the house itself was divided
into 15 flats. In 1942, the artist
Donald Friend saw the ferry
Kuttabul hit by a torpedo from
a Japanese midget submarine
from his flat’s balcony.

The house was restored
and opened as a museum in
1977. 1t is a property of the
Historic Houses Trust of NSW.

The sweeping staircase under the
oval dome, Elizabeth Bay House

Beare Park ©

Ithaca Rd, Elizabeth Bay. Map 2 F5.
B 311, 350.

Originally a part of the
Macleay Estate, Beare Park is
now encircled by a jumble of
apartment blocks.

A refuge from hectic Kings
Cross, it is one of only a few
parks serving a populated area.
Shaped like a natural amphi-
theatre, the park has glorious
views of Elizabeth Bay.

The family home of JC
Williamson, a famous theatrical
entrepreneur who came to
Australia from America in the
1870s, formerly stood at the
eastern extremity of the park.
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Star of David in the lobby of the
Sydney Jewish Museum

Sydney Jewish
Museum ©

148 Darlinghurst Rd, Darlinghurst.
Map 5 B2. Tel (02) 9360 7999.
[ Sydney, Bondi & Bay Explorer,
311, 389. [] 10am-4pm Sun-
Thu, 10am-2pm Fri. [@) Sat,
Jewish hols. 73 [ 3

www.sydneyjewishmuseum.com.au

Sixteen Jewish convicts were
on the First Fleet, and many
more were to be transported
before the end of the convict
era. As with other convicts,
most would endure and some
would thrive, seizing all the
opportunities the colony had
to offer.

The Sydney Jewish Museum
relates stories of Australian
Jewry within the context of
the Holocaust. The ground
floor display explores present-
day Jewish traditions and

culture within Australia.
Ascending the stairs to the
mezzanine levels 1-6, the
visitor passes through chrono-
logical and thematic exhibi-
tions which unravel the tragic
history of the Holocaust.
From Hitler’s rise to power
and Kristallnacht, through the
evacuation of the ghettos and
the Final Solution, to the ulti-
mate liberation of the infamous
death camps and Nuremberg
Trials, the harrowing events
are graphically documented.
This horrific period is recalled
using photographs and relics,
some exhumed from mass
graves, as well as audiovisual
exhibits and oral testimonies.
Holocaust survivors act as
guides and their presence,
bearing witness to the recorded
events, lends considerable
power and moving authenticity
to the exhibits in the museum.

Old Gaol,
Darlinghurst @

Cnr Burton & Forbes sts, Darlinghurst.
Map 5 A2. Tel (02) 9339 8744.
378, 380, 382, 389. [ 9am-5pm
Mon-Fri. {@) public hols.

Originally known as the
Woolloomooloo Stockade
and later as Darlinghurst Gaol,
this complex is now the
National Art School. It was
constructed over a 20-year
period from 1822.

Surrounded by walls almost
7 m (23 fo) high, the cell blocks
radiate from a central round-
house. The jail is built of stone

Beare Park, a quiet inner-city park with harbour views

quarried on the site by convicts
which was then chiselled by
them into blocks.

No fewer than 67 people
were executed here between
1841 and 1908. Perhaps the
most notorious hangman was
Alexander “The Strangler”
Green, after whom Green
Park, outside the jail, is thought
to have been named. Green
lived near the park until public
hostility forced him to live in
relative safety inside the jail.

Some of Australia’s most
noted artists, including Frank
Hodgkinson, Jon Molvig and
William Dobell, trained or
taught at the art school which
was established here in 1921.

The former Governor's house,
0ld Gaol, Darlinghurst

Darlinghurst Court
House @

Forbes St, Darlinghurst. Map 5 A2.
Tel (02) 9368 2947. 378, 380,
382. [] Feb-Dec: 10am-4pm
Mon-Fri. |@) Jan, mid-Dec, public
hols. 2 73 groups only.

A butting the grim old gaol, to
which it is connected by
undergronahiund passages, and
facing tawdry Taylors Square,
this unlikely gem of Greek
Revival architecture was begun
in 1835 by colonial architect
Mortimer Lewis. He was only
responsible for the central
block of the main building
with its six-columned Doric
portico with Greek embel-
lishments. The side wings were
not added until the 1880s.
The Court House is still used
by the state’s Supreme Court,
mainly for criminal cases, and
these are open to the public.




122 SYDNEY

Street-by-Street: Paddington

Paddington began to flourish in the 1840s, when
the decision was made to build the Victoria
Barracks. At the time much of it was “the most
wild looking place... barren sandhills with
== patches of scrub, hills and hollows galore.”
"~ The area began to fill rapidly, as owner
= builders bought into the area and built rows % Five Ways
of terrace houses, many very narrow because  This shopping hub was estab-

Victorian finial ~ of the lack of building regulations. After lished in the late 19th century
in Union Street  (he Depression, most of the district was on the busy Glenmore roadway
threatened with demolition, but was saved and res- trodden out by bullocks @

tored by the large influx of postwar migrants.

Duxford Street’s terrace houses .
in toning pale shades constitute an
ideal of town planning: the Victo-
rians preferred houses in a row to
have a pleasingly uniform aspect.

“Gingerbread”.
houses can be
seen in Broughton
and Union streets.
With their steeply
pitched gables and
fretwork barge-
boards, they are .
typical of the rustic — 4
Gothic Picturesque
architectural style.

The London Tavern opened for
business in 1875, making it the
suburb’s oldest pub. Like many of
the pubs and delicatessens in this
well-serviced suburb, it stands at
the end of a row of terraces.

STAR SIGHTS
* Five Ways

= = == Suggested route

% Paddington Street

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8
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The Sherman Gallery is housed in a
strikingly modern building. It is
designed to hold Australian and

international contemporary sculp-
ture and paintings. Suitable access
gates and a special in-house crane
enable the movement of large-scale
artworks, including textiles.

KINGS CROSS,
DARLINGHURST
AND PADDINGTON

LOCATOR MAP
See Street Finder, maps 5 & 6

Paddington’s streets are a
treasure trove of galleries, bars
and restaurants. A wander
through the area should prove
an enjoyable experience.

Warwick, built in the 1860s, is a minor castle
lying at the end of a row of humble terraces. Its
turrets, battlements and assorted decorations, in
a style somewhat fancifully described as “King
Arthur”, even adorn the garages at the rear.

Windsor
Street’s terrace
houses are, in
some cases, a
mere 4.5 m
(15 fv) wide.

Street-making in Paddington’s
early days was often an expen-

th sive and complicated business.
i A cascade of water was dammed
to build Cascade Street.

% Paddington
Street

Undler the established
plane trees, some of
Paddington’s finest
Victorian terraces
exemplify the building
boom of 1860-90.
Over 30 years, 3,800
houses were built in
the suburb @

0 metres 50
——
0yards 50
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Pretty cast-iron balcony, the typical
architecture of Paddington

Five Ways ©

Cnr Glenmore Rd & Heeley St.
Map 5 C3. [ 389.

At this picturesque intersection,
where three streets cross on
Glenmore Road, a shopping
hub developed by the
tramline that ran from the city
to Bondi Beach (see p126). On
the five corners stand 19th-
and early 20th-century shops,
one now a restaurant.

Much of the architecture in
Paddington features decora-
tive cast-iron “lacework”
balconies, using mixed
Victorian and Classical Revival
styles. Streets lined with pretty
houses make this one of
Sydney’s most desirable areas.

Paddington
Village @

Cnr Gipps & Shadforth sts. Map 5
C3. 378, 380, 382.

Paddington began its life as a
working-class suburb of
Sydney. The community
mainly consisted of the
carpenters, quarrymen and
stonemasons who supervised
the convict gangs that built the
Victoria Barracks in the 1840s.

The 19th-century artisans
and their families occupied a
tight huddle of spartan
houses crowded into the
area’s narrow streets. A few of
these houses still remain. Like
the barracks, these dwellings
and surrounding shops and
hotels were built of locally
quarried stone.

The terraces of Paddington
Village are now a popular
address with young, up-and-
coming Sydneysiders.

Juniper Hall ®

250 Oxford St. Map 5 C3.
ES 378, 380, 382. @) closed to the
public.

The emancipist gin distiller
Robert Cooper built this
superb example of colonial
Georgian architecture for his
third wife, Sarah. He named
it after the main ingredient of
the gin that made his fortune.

Completed in 1824, the
two-storey home is the oldest
dwelling still standing in
Paddington. It is probably also
the largest and most extrava-
gant house ever built in the
suburb. It had to be: Cooper
already had 14 children when
he declared that Sarah would
have the finest house in
Sydney. Once resident in the
new house, he subsequently
fathered 14 more.

Juniper Hall was saved from
demolition in the mid-1980s
and has been restored. Now
under the auspices of the
National Trust, the building is
used as private offices.

Paddington
Town Hall @

Cnr Oxford St & Oatley Rd.
Map 5 C3. [ 378, 380, 382.
[ 10am-4pm Mon-fri.
public hols.

Paddington Town Hall was
completed in 1891. A design
competition was won by local
architect JE Kemp. The
Classical Revival building still
dominates the area.

No longer a centre of local
government, the building now
houses a cinema, library and a
large ballroom.

Paddington Town Hall

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8

The archway at the Oxford Street
entrance to Victoria Barracks

Victoria Barracks @

Oxford St. Map 5 B3. Tel (02) 9339
3330. 378, 380, 382. Museum
[ 10am-12:30pm Thu; 10am-
3:45pm Sun. I Sun. [@)] 25 Dec.
I3 Parade & tour: 10am Thu
(phone 9339 3170 to book).

Victoria Barracks is the largest
and best-preserved group of
late Georgian architecture in
Australia, covering almost 12
ha (30 acres). They are widely
considered to be one of the
best examples of a military
barracks in the world.

Designed by the colonial
engineer Lieutenant Colonel
George Barney, the barracks
were built between 1841 and
1848 using local sandstone
quarried by convict labour.
Originally intended to house
800 men, they have been in
continuous use ever since and
still operate as a centre of
military administration.

The main block is 225 m
(740 fv) long and has symmet-
rical two-storey wings with
cast-iron verandas flanking a
central archway. The perimeter
walls have foundations 10 m
(40 ft) deep in places. A for-
mer gaol block now houses
a military museum. The tour
leaves with military precision
at 10am on Thursdays.

Paddington
Markets ®

395 Oxford St. Map 6 D4.

Tel (02) 9331 2923. 378, 380,
382. [] 10am-4pm Sat.

25 Dec. [ See Shopping p133.
www.paddingtonmarkets.com.au

This market, which began in
1973 as Paddington Bazaar,
takes place every Saturday,
come rain or shine, in the
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grounds of Paddington Village
Uniting Church. It is probably
the most colourful in Sydney
—a place to meet and be seen
as much as to shop.
Stallholders come from all over
the world and young design-
ers, hoping to launch their
careers, display their wares.
Other offerings are jewellery,
pottery and other arts and
crafts, as well as new and
second-hand clothing.
Whatever you are looking

for you are more than likely
to find it here.

Paddington Street terrace house

Paddington Street @

Map 6 D3. [ 378, 380, 382.

With its huge plane trees
shading the road and fine
terrace houses on each side,
Paddington Street is one of
the oldest and loveliest of the
suburb’s streets.

Paddington grew rapidly as
a commuter suburb in the late
19th century and most of the
terraces were built for renting
to Sydney’s artisans. They were
decorated with iron lace,
Grecian-style friezes, worked
parapets and cornices, pilas-
ters and scrolls.

By the 1900s, the terraces
became unfashionable and
people moved out to newly
emerging “garden suburbs”.
In the 1960s, however, their
architectural appeal came to
be appreciated again and the
area was reborn.

Paddington Street now has a
chic atmosphere where small
art galleries operate out of
quaint and grand shopfronts.

Centennial Park ®

Map 6 E5.Tel (02) 9339 6699.
Clovelly, Coogee, Maroubra,
Bronte, Randwick, City, Bondi Beach
& Bondi Junction routes, Bondi
Explorer Bus. [_] permanently, but
cars permitted only between sunrise
and sunset. [ [l B

73 upon request.
www.centennialparklands.com.au

Entering this 220-ha (544-
acre) park through one of its
sandstone and wrought-iron
gates, the visitor may wonder
how such an extensive and
idyllic place has survived so
close to the centre of the city.
Formerly a common,
Centennial Park was dedicated
“to the enjoyment of the
people of New South Wales
forever” in 1888 as part of the
centenary of the foundation
of the colony. On 1 January
1901, 100,000 people
gathered here to witness the
Commonwealth of Australia
come into being, when the
first Australian federal minis-
try was sworn in by the first
governor-general (see p56).
The park boasts landscaped
lawns, a rose garden, statues
and a coordinated series of
walks. Once the source of the
city’s water supply, the
swamps are home to many
species of waterbirds.
Picnickers, painters, runners,
cyclists, skaters and horse-
riders all share this vast park.
Equipment hire is available, as
well as barbecues and a
scenic café and restaurant.
An adjacent golf course with
a large driving range, and
tennis courts offer even more
sporting opportunities.

The Entertainment
Quarter ®

Lang Rd, Moore Park. Tel 8117
6700. Map 5 C5. ﬁ 339, 355. D
many retail shops open 10am—10pm.
www.egmoorepark.com.au

There is a vibrant atmosphere
in the Entertainment Quarter,
which is located next door to
the working studios that
produced some very famous
movies, such as The Matrix
and Moulin Rouge.

There are 16 cinema screens
where you can watch the
latest movies, and at the La
Premiere cinema you can
enjoy your movie with wine
and cheese, sitting on comfort-
able sofas. There are four live-
entertainment venues which
regularly feature the latest local
and international acts. You can
also enjoy bungy trampolining,
bowling or seasonal ice-skating,
and children love the play areas.
There are many restaurants,
cafés and bars offering a range
of snacks, meals and drinks.

Every Wednesday you can
savour the fresh produce at
the Farmers Market. More
than 100 stalls feature
regional products, with many
offering free tastings.

The weekend market
consists of the Farmers Market
on Saturday and the
merchandise market, with its
eclectic range of stalls, on
Sunday. Shops are open until
late every day, and there is a
good selection of products.
There is plenty of undercover
parking and the Entertainment
Quarter is a pleasant stroll
from the Paddington end of
Oxford Street.

The lush green expanse of Centennial Park
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Further Afield

Beyond Sydney’s inner city, around the harbour shores,
are picturesque suburbs, secluded beaches and historic
sights. Taronga Zoo, just a short ferry ride from the city,
shelters 400 animal species. To the north is the beautiful
landscape of Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park. Manly is
the city’s northern playground, while Bondi is its eastern
counterpart. Further west at Parramatta are sites that
recall and evoke the first days of European settlement.

SIGHTS WITHIN GREATER SYDNEY

10 km = 6 miles

Ku-ring-gai Chase
National Park @

McCarrs Creek Rd, Church Point. ﬂ
Kalkari Discovery Centre (02) 9472
9300. [ 10am-4pm Mon-Fri,
10am-5pm Sat-Sun. [@) 25 Dec.

Ku-ring-gai Chase National
Park lies on Sydney’s
northernmost outskirts, 30 km
(19 miles) from the city, and
covers 15,000 ha (37,000
acres). It is bounded to the
north by Broken Bay, at the
mouth of the Hawkesbury
River, with its eroded valleys
formed during the last Ice Age.
Sparkling waterways and gold-
en beaches are set against the
backdrop of the national park.
Picnicking, bushwalking, surf-
ing, boating and windsurfing
are popular with visitors.

The Hawkesbury River
curls around an ancient sand
stone landscape rich in Abori-
ginal rock art. The national
park has literally hundreds of
Aboriginal art sites, the most
common being rock engrav-
ings thought to be 2,000 years
old. They include whales up
to 8 m (26 ft) long, sharks,
wallabies and echidnas, as
well as ancestral spirits.

¥ 5 dney
Harbour NP,

Manly @

E= Manly. Oceanworld Manly
West Esplanade. Tel (02) 8251 7877.
[ 10am-5:30pm daily. [@) 25 Dec.
I3 3 www.oceanworld.com.au

If asked to suggest a single
excursion outside the city,
most Sydneysiders would
nominate the 11-km (7-mile)
ferry ride from Circular Quay
to Manly. This narrow stretch
of land lying between the
harbour and the ocean was
named by Governor Phillip,
even before the township of

Brass band playing on The Corso,
Manly’s esplanade

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp478-81 and pp524-8

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Bondi Beach @

Ku-ring-gai Chase
National Park @

Manly @

Parramatta @

Sydney Olympic Park @

Taronga Zoo @

KEY
= Central Sydney

' Greater Sydney

@ Metroad (city) route

== Highway

== Major road

Sydney got its name, for the
impressive bearing of the
Aboriginal men.

To the right of the rejuve-
nated Manly wharf are shops,
restaurants and bars on the
adjacent pier and, on the left,
the tranquil harbourside
beach known as Manly Cove.
Oceanworld Manly is at the
far end of Manly Cove, where
visitors can see sharks, giant
stingrays and other species in
an underwater viewing
tunnel. You can also dive
with the sharks.

The Corso is a lively pedes-
trian thoroughfare that leads
to Manly’s ocean beach,
popular with sunbathers, with
its promenade lined by tower-
ing Norfolk pines.

Taronga Zoo ©

Bradley’s Head Rd, Mosman. Tel (02)
9969 2777. R from Circular Quay.
247 from Wynard. [] 9am-5pm daily.

A ¥ [l B www.taronga.org.au

Taronga opened in 1916 in its
idyllic harbourside location,
with sweeping views across the
water. It is home to 2,000
animals, and the protection and
preservation of endangered
creatures is at the heart of the
z00’s prolific conservation
programmes. Free daily
presentations include a fab-
ulous Free Flight Bird Show,
while the Great Southern
Ocean exhibit emulates the
natural habitats of a superb
range of marine life. Zoo
volunteers allow visitors to
view close-up and even touch
some of the animals.
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Bondi Beach @

380, 382, 381.

This long crescent of golden
sand (it is approximately a
kilometre long) has long
drawn the sun and surf set
(see pp144-5). The word
bondi is Aboriginal for “water
breaking over rocks”. Surfers
visit from far and wide in
search of the perfect wave, and
inline skaters hone their skills
on the promenade.

People also seek out Bondi
for its trendy seafront cafés
and cosmopolitan milieu as
much as for the world-
famous beach. The pavilion,
built in 1928 as changing
rooms, is now a busy venue
for festivals, plays, films and
arts and crafts displays.

Sydney Olympic
Park ©

Sydney Olympic Park. Tel 9714 7888.
B Olympic Park. Visitors’ Centre

1 Showground Rd. [} 9am-5pm
daily. @) Good Fri, 25 Dec, 26 Dec,

1Jan. 3 N B E www.

sydneyolympicpark.nsw.gov.au

Once host to the 27th Summer
Olympic Games and
Paralympic Games, Sydney
Olympic Park is situated at
Homebush Bay. Visitors can
buy a ticket for a guided tour
of the park or the main
Olympic Stadium. Bicycles can
also be hired. There is a tour
of the wetlands of Bicentennial

Crescent-shaped Bondi Beach, Sydney’s most famous beach, looking towards North Bondi

Park as well as Breakfast with
the Birds — breakfast after a
morning of birdwatching. All
tickets for tours can be
bought at the Visitors’ Centre.
Other facilities include the
Aquatic Centre with a water-
park, and a Tennis Centre.
There is also a market on the
fourth Sunday of every month.

Parramatta @

2] Parramatta. £ Parramatta.
A 346a Church St (02) 8839 3311.

The fertile soil of this Sydney
suburb resulted in its
foundation as Australia’s first
rural settlement, celebrating
its first wheat crop in 1789.
Elizabeth Farm, dating from
1793, is the oldest surviving
home in Australia. Once the
home of John Macarthur, the
farm played a major role in

o S—

breeding merino sheep, so
vital to the country’s economy
(see p51). The house is now a
museum, detailing the lives of
its first inhabitants until 1850.
Old Government House in
Parramatta Park is the oldest
intact public building in Aus-
tralia, built in 1799. The Doric
porch, added in 1816, is attrib-
uted to Francis Greenway (see
p169). A collection of early
19th-century furniture is housed
inside. St John’s Cemetery on
O’Connell Street is the final
resting place of many of the
First Fleet’s settlers (see p50).

M Elizabeth Farm

70 Alice St, Rosehill. Tel (02) 9635
9488. [] 10am-5pm daily.
Good fri, 25 Dec. O] A ' A O
f? Old Government House
Parramatta Park (entry by Macquarie
St). Tel (02) 9635 8149. D daily.
Good Fri, 25 Dec. 5]

Drawing room in Old Government House in Parramatta
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outlying areas as well as

DRIVING IN SYDNEY

Driving is not the ideal way
to get around Sydney: the city
road network is confusing,
traffic is congested and
parking can be expensive. If
using a car, it is best to avoid
the peak hours (about 7:30—
9:30am and 4-7:30pm).
Overseas visitors can use
their usual driving licences to
drive in Sydney, but must have
proof that they are simply
visiting and keep the licence
with them when driving.
Parking in Sydney is strictly
regulated, with fines for any
infringements. Vehicles can be
towed away if parked illegally.
Contact the RTA's Transport
Management Centre if this
happens. There are many car
parks in and around the city.
Also look for blue and white
“P” signs or metered parking
zones, many of which apply
seven days a week, but it
varies from council to council.

TAXIS

Taxis are plentiful in the city:
there are many taxi ranks and
taxis are often found outside
large hotels. Meters indicate
the fare plus any extras, such
as booking fees and waiting
time. A 20 per cent tarif
applies from 10pm. It is
customary to round the fare

For Hire light

Taxi company name

inner city. Passenger ferries
provide a fast and scenic means
of travel between the city and the many ferries for a flat fare of A$2 per person.

Sydney taxi
company sign

the

up to the next dollar. A fleet
of taxis caters for disabled
passengers, including those in
wheelchairs. Book these with
any major taxi company.

Cycling in Centennial Park

SYDNEY BY BICYCLE

While cycling is permitted on
all city and suburban roads,
visitors are advised to stay
within designated cycling
tracks or areas with light motor
traffic. Centennial Park is a
popular cycling spot. Helmets
are compulsory by law. Those
who wish to take advantage
of Sydney’s undulating terrain
can seek advice from Bicycle
New South Wales. Bicycles
are permitted on CityRail
trains (see p130) but you may
have to pay an extra fare.

TRAMS

In 1997, Sydney reintroduced
trams to its transport system,
after an absence of 36 years.
Sydney Light Rail’s fleet of

Taxi licence number

Driver’s photo licence

GETTING AROUND SYDNEY

he best way to see the

city’s sights and attrac-

tions is on foot, coupled
with public transport. Buses ™
and trains serve the suburbs and

harbourside suburbs. Most visi-
. tors will find it best to invest in
a combined ticket that includes
© all three modes of public

transport. On Sundays, families
with at least one adult and
child enjoy unlimited travel on
Sydney’s public buses, trains and

seven trams journey around
the downtown area, from
Central Station (see p130) to
Lilyfield via Pyrmont, taking
in a large proportion of the
area’s sights (see pp76-7). Pur-
chase tickets at Central Station.

COMPOSITE TICKETS

Sydney’s transport is good
value, particularly with one of
the composite tickets
available from Sydney
Buses Transit Shop or railway
stations. TravelTen tickets,
also available from news-
agents and convenience
stores, entitle you to make ten
bus journeys. TravelPasses
allow unlimited seven-day
travel on Sydney’s buses,
trains and ferries within stip-
ulated zones. The SydneyPass
allows three, five or seven
days’ travel in any eight-day
period on buses and ferries.
A BusTripper allows one
day’s unlimited travel on reg-
ular buses. DayTripper allows
one day’s unlimited travel on
both buses and ferries.

USEFUL INFORMATION

Bicycle New South
Wales

Lvl 5, 822 George St.
Map 4 E5.

Tel (02) 9281 5400.

RTA’s Transport
Management Centre
Tel 13 17 00. (24-hour service.)

Sydney Buses
Transit Shop Circular
Quay

Cnr Loftus and Alfred sts.
Map 1 B3.

Tel (02) 9244 1990.

Transport Infoline
Tel 13 15 00.
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Travelling by Bus

Sydney buses provide a punctual service that links up
conveniently with the city’s rail and ferry systems. As
well as covering city and suburban areas, there are two
excellent sightseeing buses — the Sydney Explorer and
the Bondi Explorer. The Transport Infoline can advise you
on routes, fares and journey times for all Sydney buses.
Armed with the map printed on the inside back cover of
this book and a composite ticket, you can enjoy
travelling about the city without the difficulties and

Automatic stamping machine for
validating composite tickets

USING SYDNEY BUSES

Route numbers and journey
destinations are displayed on
the front, back and left side of
all Sydney buses. An “X” in
front of the number means
that it is an express bus. Day-
Tripper and single-journey
tickets can be purchased on
board regular buses. Single
fares are bought from the
driver. Try to have coins ready
as drivers are not always able
to change large notes. You will
be given a ticket valid for that
journey only — if you change
buses you must pay again.
Buses with a “pre-pay” sign
require you to buy a ticket or
travel pass before you board.

If using a TravelTen ticket
or TravelPass, you must insert
it in the automatic stamping
machine as you board. Make
sure that the arrow is facing
towards you and pointing
downwards. If sharing a
TravelTen ticket, insert it into
the machine once for each
person travelling.

Front seats must be given
up to elderly or disabled pas-
sengers. Eating, drinking,
smoking and playing music are
prohibited. When you wish to
alight, press one of the stop

buttons well before the bus
reaches your stop. The doors
are electronic and can only be
opened by the bus drivers.

BUS STOPS

Bus stops are indicated by
yellow and black signs
displaying a profile of a bus.
Below this symbol, the num-
bers of all buses
along the route are |
clearly listed.
Timetables are
usually found at
main bus stops.
Public holidays
follow the Sunday
timetable. While bus
stop timetables are
kept as up-to-date as
possible, it is best to carry a
current timetable with you.
They are available from
Sydney Buses Transit Shops,
as well as some tourist
information facilities.

The Sydney Explorer bus

Express bus

SIGHTSEEING BY BUS

Two Sydney bus services, the
red Sydney Explorer and the
blue Bondi Explorer, offer
flexible sightseeing with com-
mentaries. The Sydney
Explorer covers a 32-km (20-
mile) circuit and stops at 26
of the city’s most popular
attractions. The Bondi Explorer
travels through a number of
Sydney’s eastern suburbs,
taking in much of the area’s
coastal scenery.

The red Sydney Explorer
buses run daily every 20
minutes, the blue every 30
minutes. The great advantage
of these services is that you
can explore at will, getting on
and off the buses as often as
you wish in the course of a
day. The best way to make
the most of your journey is to
choose the sights you

most want to see and
plan a basic itinerary.
Be sure to note the
various opening times
® of museums, art gal-
leries and shops; the
bus drivers can often
advise you about these.
Explorer bus stops are
clearly marked by the colours
of the bus (red or blue).
Tickets for both Explorer
buses can be bought when
boarding and are also
available from Sydney Buses
Transit Shops.

Sa:mip =

Sydney Explorer .
‘_9



Travelling by Train and Monorail

As well as the key link between the city
and suburbs, Sydney’s railway network
also serves a large part of the central
business district and reaches out to New-
castle to the north, Lithgow to the west,
Nowra to the south and Goulburn to the southeast.
CityRail's double-decker trains operate on 15 major lines.
The City Circle loop stops as Central, Town Hall, Wyn-
yard, Circular Quay, St James and Museum stations. Most

CityRail logo

suburban lines pass through Central and Town Hall.

Pedestrian concourse outside
Central Railway Station

FINDING YOUR WAY
AROUND CITYRAIL

Part of state rail, Sydney’s
CityRail system is mainly used
by commuters. It is the most
efficient and economical way
to travel to and from the
suburbs such as Parramatta.
The system is easy to follow
and CityRail Information will
offer all details of services
and timetables.

Trains run from 4:15am
until after 1:30am. When
using trains at night: stand in
the “Nightsafe” areas and only
use carriages near the train
guard, marked by a blue light.

THE METRO LIGHT RAIL

USING THE CITYRAIL
ROUTE MAP

The 16 CityRail lines are
colour-coded and route maps
are displayed at all CityRail
stations and inside train
carriages. Simply trace the
line from where you are to
your destination, noting if and
where you need to change
and make connections.

Note that the distances
shown on the CityRail map
are not to the correct scale.

COUNTRY AND
INTER-URBAN TRAINS

State rail has Countrylink
Travel Centres throughout the
city, which provide infor-
mation about rail and coach
services and also take ticket
bookings (see their website).
Inter-urban trains run to a
variety of areas, including the
Blue Mountains (see pp170-
73), Wollongong (see p186)
and Newcastle (see p169).

SIGHTSEEING BY
MONORAIL

More novel than practical,
Sydney’s Monorail runs
along a scenic loop through

The MLR is Sydney’s most recent transport development
and is designed to link Central Railway Station with Glebe
and Lilyfield, via Darling Harbour. These efficient and
environmentally friendly trains offer a quicker and quieter
means of travelling around parts of the city. Tickets are
available on board from the conductor.

& - Paddy's
el o i Convention _ Exhibition
City § Bay Centre Markess entral
Johid Station
Street
Square
e Gite Jubilee  Rozelle Lilyfield
Market Park Park Bay

Monorail leaving the city centre,
backed by Sydney Tower

central Sydney, Chinatown
and Darling Harbour.
Although it only covers a short
distance, the Monorail can be
a convenient way to travel
from the city centre to Darling
Harbour.

It runs from 7am-10pm
Monday to Thursday, 7am to
midnight on Friday and
Saturday, and 8am to 10pm
on Sunday. Trains run every
3-5 minutes and the full
circuit takes about 15
minutes. Ticket machines are
found at each station. They
accept most Australian notes
and coins and give change.

A Monorail Day Pass allows
unlimited rides for an entire
day. It can be bought from
any of the Monorail infor-
mation booths.

USEFUL ADDRESSES

CityRail Information
Central Railway Station
Map 4 ES.

Tel (02) 131500.

Circular Quay Railway
Station

Map 1 B3.

Tel (02) 9224 3553.

www cityrail.info

Countrylink Travel
Centres

Central Railway Station
Sydney Terminal.

Map 4 ES.

Tel (02) 132232.
www.countrylink.info

Metro Light Rail &
Monorail

Tel (02) 8584 5288.
www.metrotransport.com.au
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Travelling by Ferry and Water Taxi

For more than a century, Sydney ferries have been a
picturesque, as well as a practical, feature of the
Sydney scene. Today, they are as popular as ever.
Travelling by ferry is both a pleasure and an efficient
way to journey between Sydney’s various harbour
suburbs. Sightseeing cruises are operated by various
private companies as well as by Sydney Ferries
Corporation (see p128). Water taxis can be a convenient
and fast alternative, although they are more expensive.

USING SYDNEY’S FERRIES

Sydney ferries coming and going at Circular Quay Ferry Terminal

SIGHTSEEING BY FERRY

There is a steady procession
of State Transit Sydney Ferries
traversing the harbour
between 6am and midnight
daily. They service most of
Sydney Harbour, Manly and
also several stops along the
Parramatta River.

Staff at the Sydney Ferries
Information Office, open
7am-6pm daily, will answer
passenger queries and
provide ferry timetables.

All ferry journeys start at
the Circular Quay Ferry
Terminal. Electronic
destination boards at the
entrance to each wharf indi-
cate the wharf from which
your ferry will leave, and also
give departure times and all
stops made en route. Tickets
and TravelPasses can be
bought from the ticket booths
that are located on each wharf.
On some ferries, tickets can
be purchased on board.

Manly’s ferry terminal is
serviced both by regular
ferries and a fast ferry service
which operates during peak
hours from Monday to Friday.
Tickets and information can
be obtained from the ticket
windows in the centre of
the terminal.

Sydney Ferries has a variety
of well-priced cruises which
take in the history and sights
of Sydney Harbour. They are
a cheap alternative to the
commercial harbour cruises.
There are morning, afternoon
and evening tours, all with a
commentary throughout.

The day cruises show aspects
of the city that are rarely
seen, while the evening
cruises offer spectacular views
of the sun setting over the
city’s landmarks at sunset.
Food and drink are available
on board, but passengers may
bring their own.

The Australian Travel
Specialists has information
on all river and harbour
cruises from Circular Quay
and Darling Harbour.

A water taxi on Sydney Harbour

WATER TAXIS

Small, fast taxi boats are
available for hire to carry
passengers around the
harbour. You can flag them
down like normal road cabs if
you spot one cruising for a
fare. Try King Street Wharf or
Circular Quay, near the Over-
seas Passenger Terminal.
Water taxis will pick up and
drop off passengers at any
navigable pier. However, they
are certainly not cheap. Rates
vary, depending on the
distance, with some drivers
charging for the boat (about
$60) or a fee per person
(about $15 for a short trip).

USEFUL INFORMATION

Australian Travel Specialists
Wharf 6, Circular Quay;

Harbourside Shopping Centre, Darling
Harbour. Map 1 B3, 3 C2.

Tel (02) 9211 3192.
www.atstravel.com.au

Sydney Ferries Lost Property
Wharf 3, Circular Quay. Map 1 B3.
Tel (02) 9207 3101, 131 500
(timetable information).

www sydneyferries.info

Water Taxi Companies
Harbour Taxi Boats

Tel (02) 9955 1155.

Sydney Harbour Water Taxis
Tel (02) 9299 0199.

Water Taxis Combined

Tel (02) 9555 8888.
www.watertaxis.com.au

Electronic destination board for all ferries leaving Circular Quay




SHOPPING IN SYDNEY

or most travellers, shopping A
Fcan be as much of a A
voyage of discovery as

sightseeing. The variety of shops
in Sydney is wide and the quality
of goods is high. The city has two good
quality department stores, many elegant
arcades and shopping galleries, as well

A jumble of bric-a-brac in a typical
Sydney junk shop

SHOPPING HOURS

Most shops are open from
9am to 5:30pm every day,
though some may close early
on Saturdays and Sundays.
High-end boutiques open
from 10am to 6pm. On
Thursdays, most shops stay
open until 9pm. Most shops in
Chinatown are open late every
evening and on Sundays.

HOW TO PAY

Major credit cards are
accepted almost everywhere.
You will need identification,
such as a passport or driver’s
licence, when using traveller’s

Souvenir
boomerangs

cheques. Department stores
will exchange goods or refund
your money if you are not
satisfied, provided you have
kept your receipt. Other stores
will only refund if an item is
faulty. There is also a 10 per
cent Goods and Services Tax
(GST) which is almost always
included in the marked price.

SALES

Many shops conduct sales

all year round. The big
department stores of David
Jones and Myer have two
gigantic and chaotic clearance
sales every year. The post-
Christmas sales start on 26
December and last into Jan-
uary. The other major sale time
starts in June in the lead up to
the end of the financial year.

TAX-FREE SALES

Duty-free shops are found
in the centre of the city as
well as at Kingsford Smith
Airport (see p582). You can
save 10 per cent on goods
such as perfume, jewellery
and watches, and up to 30
per cent on alcohol at duty-
free shops but you must
show your passport and
onward ticket. Some stores

as several popular weekly and

monthly markets. The range of

merchandise available is vast
and local talent is promoted.
Nor does the most interesting
shopping stop at the city centre; there
are several “satellite” alternatives
within close proximity.

will also deliver your goods
to the airport to be picked up
on departure. Duty-free items
must be kept in their sealed
bags until you leave the city.

You can claim back the
GST paid on most goods,
purchased for (or in a single
transaction of) A$300 or
more, at the airport.

Chifley Tower, with the Chifley
Plaza shopping arcade at its base

ARCADES AND MALLS

Arcades and shopping malls
in Sydney range from the
ornately Victorian to modern
marble and glass. The Queen
Victoria Building (see p90) is
Sydney’s most palatial shop-
ping space. Four levels con-
tain more than 200 shops.

The elegant Strand Arcade
(see p90) was originally built
in 1892. Jewellery, lingerie,
high fashion, antiques and
fine cafés are its stock in trade.

Pitt Street Mall has several
shopping centres including
Sydney Central Plaza, which
features upmarket stores.

Next door to the Hilton, the
Galeries Victoria house the
fantastic Kinokuniya book-
store, which sells Australian
and American imprints, as
well as Chinese and Japanese
language books.
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Both the MLC Centre and
nearby Chifley Plaza cater to
the prestige shopper. Gucci,
Cartier and Tiffany & Co are
just some of the shops found
in these arcades.

Harbourside Shopping
Centre has dozens of shops
selling articles of fine art,
jewellery and Australiana,
along with a range of
waterfront restaurants.

Further afield, the new
Westfield Bondi Junction
complex is only a 15-minute
train ride from the centre of
Sydney. It offers more than
440 stores, as well as bars,
restaurants and an 11-screen
cinema. The only problem is
having the time and energy
to make your way through
this large centre, which can
be filled with local shoppers
on a wet weekend.

BEST OF THE
DEPARTMENT STORES

The spring floral displays and
Christmas windows at David
Jones are legendary, as is the
luxurious perfumery and
cosmetics hall on the ground
floor. The store spreads out in
two buildings, across the road
from each other on Market
and Elizabeth streets. The food
hall is famous for its gourmet
fare and fine wines. Myer has
a ground floor packed with
makeup and accessories, inclu-
ding a large MAC counter. Both
stores sell women’s clothing,
lingerie, menswear, baby
goods, children’s clothes, toys,
stationery, kitchenware, furni-
ture, china crystal and silver.

Part of the spring floral display in
David Jones department store

& g S LA
Canopy over the harbourside
Rocks Market

MARKETS

Scouring markets for the
cheap, the cheerful and the
unusual has become a popu-
lar pastime in Sydney.
Balmain Market, held each
Saturday, includes a food hall
selling Japanese, Thai and
Indian dishes. The Bondi
Beach Market on Sundays is
known for its trendy second-
hand clothing. The Saturday
Glebe Market is a treasure-
trove for the junk shop enthu-
siast and canny scavenger. The
market is bright and popular
with the inner-city grunge set.
The Rocks Market, held all
weekend under a canopy, has
around 140 stalls. Posters, lace,
stained glass and leather are
among the goods. You can
watch a sculptor making art
out of stone or have your por-
trait sketched in charcoal.
Sydney Fish Market is the
place to go for fresh seafood.
You can choose from more
than 100 species, both live
and prepared. Above the
market, the Sydney Seafood
School offers lessons in
preparing and serving seafood.
The Good Living Growers’
Market sells everything you
need for a gourmet feast, and
is where you will find native
Australian bushfoods, such as
lemon myrtle linguini, dried
bush tomatoes, nutty
wattleseed and pepperberries.
The Sydney Opera House
Market on Sundays displays
an eclectic mix of arts and
crafts in a spectacular setting
next to the Opera House.
Other good markets are
Paddy’s Markets (see p99), Fox
Studio Markets (see p125) and
Paddington Markets (see p125).

DIRECTORY
ARCADES AND MALLS

Chifley Plaza

2 Chifley Square. Map 1 B4.
Tel (02) 9221 6111.
www.chifleyplaza.com.au

Galeries Victoria
2 Park St. Map 4 E2.
Tel (02) 9261 0456.

Harbourside Shopping
Centre

Darling Harbour. Map 3 C2.
Tel (02) 9281 3999.
www.harbourside.com.au

MLC Centre

19-29 Martin Place. Map 1 B4.
Tel (02) 9224 8333.
www.mlccentre.com.au

Sydney Central Plaza
100 Market St. Map 4 E2.
Tel (02) 8224 2000.

Westfield Bondi Junction
500 Oxford St, Bondi Junction.
Tel (02) 9947 8000.

DEPARTMENT STORES

David Jones

Cnr Elizabeth & Castlereagh sts.
Map 1 B5. Tel (02) 9266 5544.
www.davidjones.com.au
Myer

436 George St. Map 1 B5.

Tel (02) 9238 9111.
WWw.myer.com.au

MARKETS

Balmain Market
Cnr Darling St & Curtis Rd, Balmain.

Bondi Beach Market
Bondi Beach Public School,
Campbell Parade, North Bondi.

Glebe Market
Glebe Public School, Glebe Point
Rd, Glebe. Map 3 B5.

Sydney Fish Market
Cnr Pyrmont Bridge Rd & Bank
St, Blackwattle Bay. Map 3 B2.

Sydney Opera House
Market

Western Boardwalk, Sydney Opera
House. Map 1 C2.

The Good Living
Growers’ Market
Pyrmont Bay Park. Map 3 C1

The Rocks Market
George St, The Rocks. Map 1 B2.
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Specialist Shopping in Sydney

Sydney offers an extensive range of gift and souvenir
ideas, from unset opals and jewellery to Aboriginal art
and hand-crafted souvenirs. Museum shops, such as at
the Museum of Sydney (see p92) and the Art Gallery of
NSW (see pp110-13), often have specially commissioned
items that make great presents or reminders of your visit.

ONE-OFFS

BOOKS

Specialist shops abound in
Sydney — some practical,
some eccentric, others simply
indulgent. Wheels & Doll Baby
designs clothes that are the
perfect mix of 1950s chic,
rock'n’roll and Hollywood
glamour. The Hour Glass stocks
traditional-style watches,

while designer sunglasses
such as Armani and Jean Paul
Gaultier can be found at The
Looking Glass.

For a touch of celebrity
glamour, Napoleon Perdis
Cosmetics sells a huge array
of make-up and bears the
name of Australia’s leading
make-up artist to the “stars”.
Or, for some eclectic fashion
and homewares, try a branch
of Orson & Blake, the one in
Surry Hills has a good café.

AUSTRALIANA

Australiana has become more
than just a souvenir genre; it is
now an art form in itself.

Done Art and Design has
distinctive prints by Ken and
Judy Done on a wide range of
clothes, swimwear and acces-
sories, while at Weiss Art you
will find tasteful, mainly black
and white, minimalist designs
on clothes, umbrellas, baseball
caps and cups. Makers Mark
is a showcase for exquisite
work by artisans in wood, glass
and silver. The Queen Victoria
Building (see p90) is domi-
nated by shops selling
Australiana: souvenirs, silver,
antiques, art and crafts.

The Australian Museum (see
pp94-5) has a small shop on
the ground floor. It sells
slightly unusual gift items such
as native flower presses, bark
paintings and Australian animal
puppets, puzzles and games,
as well as a collection of
jewellery made from Australian
minerals and products
featuring Aboriginal designs.

The larger chains such as
Dymocks and Angus &
Robertson’s Bookworld have a
good range of guide books
and maps on Sydney. For
more eclectic browsing, try
Abbey’s Bookshop, Ariel and
Gleebooks, while Berkelouw
Books has three floors of
new, second-hand and rare
books. The Bookshop
Darlinghurst specializes in
gay and lesbian fiction and
non-fiction. The State Library
of NSW (see p109) bookshop
has a good choice of Australian
books, particularly on history.

MuUsIC

Several specialist music shops
of international repute can be
found in Sydney. Red Eye
Records is for the streetwise,
with its collectables, rarities,
alternative music and concert
tickets. Central Station
Records and Tapes has main-
stream grooves, plus rap, hip
hop and cutting edge dance
music. Birdland has a good
stock of blues, jazz, soul and
avant-garde. The Recordstore
specializes in vinyl records of
many styles, including
breakbeat, drum ‘n’ bass,
dubstep and hip hop.
Waterfront specializes in
world and left-of-centre music
and Utopia Records in hard
rock and heavy metal.
Michael’s Music Room sells
classical music, specializing
in historical and contemporary
opera recordings.

ABORIGINAL ART

Traditional paintings, fabric,
jewellery, boomerangs, carvings
and cards can be bought at the
Aboriginal and Pacific Art.

You can find tribal artifacts
from Aboriginal Australia at
several shops in the
Harbourside Shopping Centre,

Darling Harbour. The Coo-ee
Aboriginal Art Gallery

boasts a large selection of
limited edition prints, hand-
printed fabrics, books and
Aboriginal music.

The long-established
Hogarth Galleries Aboriginal
Art Centre has a fine
reputation and usually holds
work by Papunya Tula and
Balgo artists and respected
painters such as Clifford
Possum Tjapaltjarri (see p30).
Works by urban indigenous
artists can be found at the
Boomalli Aboriginal Artists’
Cooperative.

OPALS

Sydney offers a variety of
opals in myriad settings.
Flame Opals is a family run
store, selling stones from all
the major Australian opal
fields. At Opal Fields you can
view a museum collection
of opalized fossils, before
buying from the wide range
of gems. Giulian’s has unset
opals, including blacks from
Lightning Ridge, whites from
Coober Pedy and boulder
opals from Quilpie.

JEWELLERY

Long-established Sydney
jewellers with 24-carat
reputations include Fairfax &
Roberts and Hardy Brothers.
World-class pearls are found
in the waters off the
northwestern coast of
Australia. Rare and beautiful
examples can be found at
Paspaley Pearls.

The Family Jewels has been
attracting jewellery buyers to
its Paddington store since the
1980s. Dinosaur Designs made
its name with colourful,
chunky resin jewellery, while
at Love & Hatred, jewelled
wrist cuffs, rings and crosses
recall lush medieval treasures.

Jan Logan is an iconic
Australian jewellery designer,
with stores in Melbourne,
Hong Kong and London, as
well as Sydney. Choose from
beautiful and unusual
contemporary pieces,
otherwise the shop also
carries antiques.
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ONE-OFFS

The Hour Glass
142 King St.

Map 1 B5.

Tel 9221 2288.

The Looking

Glass

Queen Victoria Building.
Map 1 B5.

Tel 9261 4997.

Napoleon Perdis
Cosmetics

74 Oxford St,
Paddington.

Tel 9331 1702.

Map 5 A2.

WwWw.
napoleoncosmetics.com

Orson & Blake
83-85 Queen St,
Woollahra.

Map 6 E4.

Tel 9326 1155.

Also at:

483 Riley St, Surry Hills.
Map 4 F5.

Tel 8399 2525.
WwWw.
orsanandblake.com.au

Wheels & Doll
Baby

259 Crown St,
Darlinghurst.
Map 5 A2.

Tel 9361 3286.

AUSTRALIANA

Done Art and
Design

123 George St,

The Rocks.

Map 1 B2.

Tel 9251 6099.

One of several branches.

Makers Mark
Cnr of King &
Castlereagh sts.

Map 1 B5.

Tel 9231 6800.

By appointment only.

Weiss Art
85 George St,
The Rocks.
Map 1 B2.

Tel 9241 3819.

DIRECTORY
BOOKS Map 4 F4.
Tel 9361 5222.
Abbey’s
Bookshop . , .
131 York St. a"o'g::el 3 LAl
Map 1 AS.
Shop 17, Town Hall
RERI ST Square. Map 4 E3.
Tel 9267 1351.
Angus &
Robertson's The Recordstore
Bookworld
§ 255B Crown St,
Pitt St Mall, X
Pitt St Darlinghurst.
M 1 BS Map 5 A2.
ap | B> Tel 9380 8223.

Tel 9235 1188.
One of many branches.

Ariel

42 Oxford St,
Paddington.
Map 5 B3.

Tel 9332 4581.

Berkelouw Books
19 Oxford St,

Paddington

Map 5 B3.

Tel 9360 3200.

Also at:

70 Norton St, Leichhardt.
Tel 9560 3200.
www.berkelouw.com.au

The Bookshop
Darlinghurst
207 Oxford St,
Darlinghurst.

Map 5 A2.

Tel 9331 1103.

Dymocks

424 George St.

Map 1 B5.

Tel 9235 0155.

One of many branches.

Gleebooks

49 Glebe Point Rd, Glebe.

Map 3 B5.
Tel 9660 2333.

MuUSIC

Birdland
231 Pitt St. Map 1 B5.
Tel 9267 6881.

Central Station
Records and Tapes
46 Oxford St, Darlinghurst.

Red Eye Records
66 King St, Sydney.
Map 1 B5.

Tel 9299 4233.

Utopia Records
233 Broadway,
Chippendale.

Map 3 B5.

Tel 9571 6662.

Waterfront

Online sales only.

Tel 9283 9301.
www.waterfrontrecords.
com

ABORIGINAL ART

Aboriginal and
Pacific Art

2 Danks St,
Waterloo.

Tel 9699 2211.

Boomalli Aboriginal
Artists’ Cooperative
191 Parramatta Rd,
Annandale.

Map 3 AS5.

Tel 9560 2541.

Coo-ee Aboriginal
Art Gallery

31 Lamrock Ave, Bondi
Beach.

Tel 9300 9233.

Hogarth Galleries
Aboriginal Art
Centre

7 Walker Lane,

off Brown St, Paddington.
Map 5 C3.

Tel 9360 6839.

OPALS

Flame Opals
119 George Street,
The Rocks.

Map 1 B2.

Tel 9247 3446.
Giulian’s

2 Bridge St.

Map 1 B3.

Tel 9252 2051.

Opal Fields

190 George St,

The Rocks.

Map 1 B2.

Tel 9247 6800.

One of two branches.

JEWELLERY

Dinosaur

Designs

Level 1,

Strand Arcade.

Map 1 B5.

Tel 9223 2953.

One of several branches.

Fairfax & Roberts
44 Martin Place.

Map 1 B4.

Tel 9232 8511.

Hardy Brothers
60 Castlereagh St.
Map 1 B5.

Tel 9232 2422.

Jan Logan
36 Cross St,
Double Bay.
Tel 9363 2529.

Love & Hatred
Strand Arcade.
Map 1 B5.

Tel 9233 3441.

Paspaley Pearls
2 Martin Place.
Map 1 A4.

Tel 9232 7633.

The Family Jewels
393a Oxford St,
Paddington.

Map 5 D3.

Tel 9331 3888.
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Clothes and Accessories

Australian style was once an oxymoron. Sydney now
offers a plethora of chic shops as long as you know
where to look. Top boutiques sell both men’s and
women’s clothing, as well as accessories. The city’s
“smart casual” ethos, particularly in summer, means
there are plenty of luxe but informal clothes available.

AUSTRALIAN FASHION

INTERNATIONAL LABELS

A number of Sydney’s fashion
designers have attained a
global profile, including
Collette Dinnigan and Akira
Isogawa. Dinnigan’s is filled
with lacy evening gowns
whereas Japanese-born
Isogawa makes artistic cloth-
ing for women and men.
Young jeans labels such as
Tsubi (for men and women)
and Sass & Bide (women only)
have also shot to fame, with
celebrities wearing their
denims. Nearby is Scanlan &
Theodore, a stalwart of the
Australian fashion scene.
Other shops are Dragstar,
with its selection of retro
women’s and children’s
clothing, such as bright
sundresses and minis. The
quirky Capital L boutique
houses the hottest names in
Aussie fashion, while
Zimmermann offers women’s
and girls’ clothes and is
famous for its swimwear. Lisa
Ho is the place to go for a
frock, with designs ranging
from pretty sundresses to
glam gowns. Head to Farage
Man & Farage Women for
quality suits and shirts.
High-street clothing can be
found in and around Pitt Street
Mall and Bondi Junction. Here
you will find both international
and homegrown fashion
outlets. Sportsgirl sells funky
clothes that appeal to both
teens and adult women. The
Witchery stores are a favourite
among women for their stylish
designs. Just Jeans doesn't just
sell jeans; it stocks the latest
trends for men and women.
General Pants has funky
street labels such as One Tea-
spoon and Just Ask Amanda.
Surry Hills is the place for
discount and vintage clothing;
check out Zoo Emporium. New
designers try out their wares in
Bondi, Glebe and Paddington
markets (see p133).

Many Sydney stores sell
designer imports. For the best
ranges, visit Belinda — a
women’s and men’s boutique
—as well as others in Double
Bay such as Varese for stylish
shoes. In Robby Ingham Stores
you will find women’s and
men’s ranges including Chloé,
Paul Smith and Comme des
Garcons. Cosmopolitan Shoes
stocks labels such as Dolce &
Gabbana, Sonia Rykiel, Dior
and Jimmy Choo. Hype DC
also offers all the latest ranges.
New Zealand designers
Zambesi offer their own
designs for women and men
as well as a range of Martin
Margiela pieces.

LUXURY BRANDS

Many visitors like to shop for
international labels such as
Gucci and Louis Vuitton. You
will find both in Castlereagh

Street, along with Chanel

and Versace. The Queen
Victoria Building (see p90) is
home to Bally, and Martin
Place has resident designer A-
listers such as Prada and
Armani. Diesel is further
afield on Oxford Street.

SURF SHOPS

For the latest surf gear, look no
further than Bondi where the
streets are lined with shops
selling clothing, swimwear as
well as boards of all sizes to
buy and hire. Serious surfers
and novices should check out
Surf Culture for boards, as well
as Bondi Surf Co. Besides sell-
ing its own beachwear label,
Rip Curl also sells Australian
brands such as Tigerlily and
Billabong. Labyrinth and The
Big Swim are hugely popular
swimwear shops packed with
bikinis by designers including
Jet and Seafolly.

CLOTHES FOR CHILDREN

Department stores, David
Jones and Myer (see p133),
are one-stop shops for
children’s clothes, from
newborn to teenage. Look
out for good quality

SIZE CHART
Women'’s clothes
Australian 6 8
American 4 6 8
British 6 8
Continental 38 40 42

Women's shoes

Australian 6-6%2 7 78
American 5 6 7
British 3 4 5
Continental 36 37 38
Men'’s suits

Australian 44 46 48
American 34 36 38

British 34 36 38
Continental 44 46 48
Men'’s shirts

Australian 36 38 39
American 14 15 15%
British 14 15  15%

Continental 36 38 39

Men'’s shoes

Australian 7 7% 8
American 7 7% 8
British 6 7 7%

Continental 39 40 41

12 14 16 18 20

12 14 16 18 20
44 46 48 50 52

8% 9-9% 10 10%-11
8 9 10 11
6 7 8 9
39) 40 41 42

50 52 54 56 58
40 42 44 46 48
40 42 44 46 48
50 52 54 56 58

41 42 43 44 45
16 16% 17 17% 18
16 16% 17 17% 18

8% 9 10 11 12
8% 9% 102 N

42 43 44 45 46
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Australian labels such as
Fred Bare and Gumboots.
Mambo, Dragstar and
Zimmermann also sell fun
and unusual kidswear.

ACCESSORIES

The team behind Dinosaur
Designs are some of Australia’s
most celebrated designers.
They craft chunky bangles,
necklaces and rings, and also
bowls, plates and vases, from

jewel-coloured resin. Collect,
the retail outlet of Object
Gallery, is another place to
look for handcrafted jewellery,
scarfs, textiles, objects, ceramics
and glass by leading and
emerging Australian
designers. At Makers Mark (see
pp134) the jewels feature
unique South Sea pearls, classic
sapphires and diamonds or
unusual materials, such as
wood. In her plush store, Jan
Logan sells exquisite jewellery,

DIRECTORY

using all kinds of precious and
semi-precious stones.
Australian hat designer, Helen
Kaminski, uses fabrics, raffia,
straw, felt and leather to make
hats and bags. In a different
style altogether, Crumpler use
high-tech fabrics to make bags
that will last a century. And in
a street of designer names,
Andrew McDonald’s little studio
shop doesn't cry for attention,
but he does sell handcrafted
shoes for men and women.

AUSTRALIAN
FASHION

Akira Isogawa
12A Queen St, Woollahra.
Map 6 E4. Tel 9367 5221.

Capital L

333 South Dowling St,
Darlinghurst. Map 5 A3.
Tel 9361 0111.

Collette Dinnigan
33 William St,
Paddington. Map 6 D3.
Tel 9360 6691.

Dragstar

535A King St, Newtown.
Map 1 B4.

Tel 9550 1243.

Farage Man &
Farage Women
Shops 54 & 79, Level 1
Strand Arcade. Map 1 B5.
Tel 9231 3479.

General Pants
Queen Victoria Building.
Map 4 E2. Tel 9264 2842.

Just Jeans
Mid City Centre, Pitt St.
Map 4 E2. Tel 9223 8349.

Lisa Ho

2a-6a Queen St,
Woollahra. Map 6 D4.
Tel 9360 2345.

Sass & Bide
132 Oxford St,
Paddington. Map 5 B3.
Tel 9360 3900.

Scanlan & Theodore
122 Oxford St,
Paddington. Map 5 B3.
Tel 9380 9388.

Sportsgirl
Skygarden, Pitt St. Map 1
B5. Tel 9223 8255.

Tsubi

16 Glenmore Rd,
Paddington. Map 5 B3.
Tel 9361 6291.

Witchery

Shop 09, Chifley Plaza, 2
Chiffley Sg. Map 1 C4.
Tel 9232 4102.

Zimmermann

2-16 Glenmore Rd,
Paddington. Map 5 B3.
Tel 9357 4700.

Zoo Emporium
180B Campbell St, Surry
Hills. Tel 9380 5990.

INTERNATIONAL
LABELS

Belinda

39 & 29 William St,
Paddington. Map 6 D3.
Tel 9380 8728.

Cosmopolitan
Shoes
Cosmopolitan Centre,
Knox St, Double Bay.
Tel 9362 0510.

Hype DC

Cnr Market St &

Pitt St Mall. Map 1 B5.
Tel 9221 5688.

Robby Ingham
Stores

424-426 Oxford St,
Paddington. Map 6 D4.
Tel 9332 2124.

Varese

45 Cross St,
Double Bay.
Tel 9328 6015.

Zambesi

5 Glenmore Rd,
Paddington. Map 5 B3.
Tel 9331 1140.

LUXURY BRANDS | Rip Curl

. 82 Campbell Parade,
Armani Bondi Beach.
4 Martin Place. Tel 9130 2660.

Map 1 B4. Tel 8233 5888.

Bally

Ground floor, Queen
Victoria Building.

Map 1 B5. Tel 9267 3887.

Chanel
70 Castlereagh St.
Map 1 B5. Tel 9233 4800.

Diesel

408-410 Oxford St,
Paddington. Map 6 D4.
Tel 9331 5255.

Gucci

MLC Centre, 15-25
Martin Place. Map 1 B4.
Tel 9232 7565.

Louis Vuitton

63 Castlereagh St.
Map 1 B5.

Tel 1300 883 880.

Prada
44 Martin Place. Map 1
B4. Tel 9231 3929.

Versace

161 Elizabeth St.
Map 1 B5.

Tel 9267 3232.

SURF SHOPS

The Big Swim
74 Campbell Parade, Bondi
Beach. Tel 9365 4457.

Bondi Surf Co.
72-76 Campbell Parade,
Bondi Beach.

Tel 9365 0870.

Labyrinth

30 Campbell Parade,
Bondi Beach.

Tel 9130 5091.

Surf Culture

40 Bronte Rd, Bondi
Junction.

Tel 9389 5577.

CLOTHES FOR
CHILDREN

David Jones

Cnr Elizabeth & Market
sts. Map 1 B5.

Tel 9266 5544.

Myer
436 George St. Map 1 B5.
Tel 9238 9111.

ACCESSORIES

Andrew McDonald
58 William St, Paddington.
Map 6 D3.

Tel 9358 6793.

Collect

417 Bourke St, Surry Hills.
Map 5 A3.

Tel 9361 4511.

Crumpler
Ground floor, Strand
Arcade. Map 1 B5.
Tel 9222 1300.

Dinosaur Designs
See pp134-5.

Helen Kaminski
Shop 3, Four Seasons
Hotel, 199 George St.
Map 1 B3. Tel 9251 9850.

Jan Logan
36 Cross St, Double Bay.
Tel 9363 2529.

Makers Mark
Cnr King & Castlereagh sts.
Map 1 B5. Tel 9231 6800.
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ENTERTAINMENT

ydney has the standard of

entertainment and nightlife

you would expect from a
cosmopolitan city. Everything
from opera and ballet at Sydney
Opera House to Shakespeare by
the Sea at the Balmoral Beach
amphitheatre is on offer. Venues =S
such as the Capitol, Her Majesty’s
Theatre and the Theatre Royal
play host to the latest musicals,
while Sydney’s many smaller theatres
are home to interesting fringe theatre,

The Sydney Theatre (see p740) on
Hickson Road, Walsh Bay

INFORMATION

For details of events in the
city, you should check the
daily newspapers first. They
carry cinema, and often arts
and theatre, advertisements
daily. The most comprehensive
listings appear in the Sydney
Morning Herald’s “Metro”
guide every Friday. The Daily
Telegraph has a daily gig
guide, with opportunities to
win free tickets to special
events. The Australian’s main
arts pages appear on Fridays,
and all the papers review new
films in weekend editions.
Tourism NSW information
kiosks have free guides and
the quarterly What's on in Dar-
ling Harbour. Kiosks are found
at Town Hall, Circular Quay
and Martin Place. Where Maga-
zine is available at the airport
and the Sydney Visitor Centre
at The Rocks. Hotels also
offer free guides, or try www.
sydney.citysearch.com.au.
Music fans are well served
by the free weekly guides
Drum Media, 3-DWorld and
Brag, found at video and
music shops, pubs and clubs.

A Wharf Theatre
production poster

Many venues have
leaflets about forth-
coming attractions,
while the major
venues have infor-
mation telephone
lines and websites.

Some of the most
popular operas,
shows, plays and
ballets in Sydney are
sold out months in
advance. While it is better to
book ahead, many theatres
do set aside tickets to be sold
at the door on the night.

You can buy tickets from the
box office or by telephone.
Some orchestral performances
do not admit children under
seven, so check with the
box office before buying. If
you make a phone booking
using a credit card, the tickets
can be mailed to you.

Alternatively, tickets can be
collected from the box office

BUYING TICKETS

IN SYDNEY

modern dance and rock and
pop concerts. Pub rock thrives
in the inner city and beyond;
and there are many nightspots
for jazz, dance and alternative
music. Movie buffs are well
catered for with film festivals,
art-house films and foreign
titles, as well as the latest
Hollywood blockbusters. One
of the features of harbourside
living is the free outdoor entertainment,
which is very popular with children.

half an hour before the show.
The major agencies will take
overseas bookings.

Buying tickets from touts is
not advisable, if you are
caught with a “sold on” ticket
you will be denied access to
the event. If all else fails,
hotel concierges have a repu-
tation for being able to secure
hard-to-get seats.

CHOOSING SEATS

If booking in person at either
the venue or the agency, you
will be able to look at a
seating plan. Be aware that in
the State Theatre’s stalls, row
A is the back row. In Sydney,
there is not as much
difference in price between
stalls and dress circle as in
other cities.

If booking by phone with
one of the agencies, you will
only be able to get a rough
idea of where your seats are.
The computer will select the
“best” tickets.

The annual Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras Festival’s dog show (see p41)
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BOOKING AGENCIES

Sydney has two main ticket
agencies: Ticketek and
Ticketmaster. Between them,
they represent all the major
entertainment and sporting
events. Ticketek has more
than 60 outlets throughout
NSW and the ACT, open from
9am to 5pm weekdays, and
Saturdays from 9am to 4pm.
Opening hours vary between
agencies and call centres, so
check with Ticketek to
confirm. Phone bookings:
8:30am—-10pm, Monday to
Saturday, and 8:30am—5pm
Sunday. For internet book-
ings, visit their website.
Ticketmaster outlets are
open 9am-5pm Monday to
Friday. Phone bookings:
9am-9pm Monday to
Saturday and 10am-
5pm Sunday.
Agencies accept
traveller’s
cheques, bank
cheques, cash,
Visa, MasterCard
(Access) and Amex.
Some agencies do
not accept Diners Club.
A booking fee applies,
plus a postage and
handling charge if tickets are
mailed out. There are generally
no refunds (unless a show is
cancelled) or exchanges. If
one agency has sold out its
allocation for a show, it is
worth checking with another.

DISCOUNT TICKETS AND
FREE ENTERTAINMENT

A busker at
Circular Quay

Tuesday is budget-price day at
most cinemas. Some inde-
pendent cinemas have special
prices throughout the week.
The Sydney Symphony
Orchestra and Opera Australia
(see p140) offer a special
Student Rush price to full-time
students under 28 but only if
surplus tickets are available.
These can be bought on the
day of the performance, from
the box office at the venue.
Outdoor events are espec-
ially popular in Sydney, and
many are free (see pp40-3).
Sydney Harbour is a splendid
setting for the fabulous New
Year’s Eve fireworks, with a
display at 9pm for families as
well as the midnight display.

The Spanish firedancers Els Comediants at the Sydney Festival

The Sydney Festival in January
is a huge extravaganza of
performance and visual art.
Various outdoor venues in the
Rocks, Darling Harbour and
in front of the Sydney Opera
House (see pp84-5) feature
events to suit every taste,
including musical productions,
drama, dance, exhibitions and
circuses. The most popular free
events are
the
sympho-
ny and jazz concerts held
in the Domain. Also
popular are the Darling
Harbour Circus and

Street Theatre Festival

at Easter, and the food

and wine festival held
in June at Manly Beach.

DISABLED VISITORS

Many older venues were not
designed with the disabled
visitor in mind, but this has
been redressed in most newer
buildings. It is best to phone
the box office beforehand to
request special seating and

- . = ]
Publicity shot of the Australian
Chamber Orchestra (see p140)

other needs or call Ideas Inc,
who have a list of Sydney’s
most wheelchair-friendly
venues. The Sydney Opera
House has disabled parking,
wheelchair access and a loop
system in the Concert Hall for
the hearing impaired. The
website of the Access
Foundation, is another source
of disability information.

DIRECTORY
USEFUL NUMBERS

Access Foundation
Tel 9692 9322.
www.accessibility.com.au

Ideas Inc
Tel 1800 029 904.

Sydney Opera House

Information Desk
Tel (02) 9250 7111.

Disabled Information
Tel (02) 9250 7185.

Sydney Visitor Centre
Tel 1800 067 676 or

(02) 9240 8788.
www.sydneyvisitorcentre.
com.au

Tourism NSW
Tel 132 077.
WWW.Visitnsw.com.au

TICKET AGENCIES

Ticketek
Tel 13 28 49.
www.ticketek.com.au

Ticketmaster
Tel 136 100.
www.ticketmaster.com
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Performing Arts and Cinema

Sydney has a wealth of orchestral, choral, chamber and
contemporary music from which to choose, and of
course every visitor should enjoy a performance of
some kind at the Sydney Opera House. There is also

a stimulating range of musicals, classic plays and
Shakespeare by the Sea, as well as contemporary, fringe,
experimental theatre and comedy. Prominent
playwrights include David Williamson, Debra Oswald,
Brendan Cowell, Stephen Sewell and Louis Nowra.
Australian film-making has also earned an excellent
international reputation. A rich variety of both local and
foreign films are screened throughout the year.

CLASSICAL MUSIC

Much of Sydney’s orchestral
music and recitals are the
work of the famous Sydney
Symphony Orchestra (SSO).
Numerous concerts are given,
mostly in the Sydney Opera
House Concert Hall (see
pp84-5), the City Recital Hall
and the Sydney Town Hall.

The Australian Chamber
Orchestra also performs at the
Opera House and City Recital
Hall, and has won high
acclaim for its creativity. The
Australia Ensemble is the
resident chamber music
group at the University of
New South Wales.

Many choral groups and
ensembles book St James’
Church (see p115) for their
performances because of its
atmosphere and acoustics.

Formed in 1973, the
respected Sydney Youth
Orchestra stages performances
in major concert venues. The
Australian Youth Choir is
booked for many private
functions, but if you are lucky,
you may catch one of their
major annual performances.

Comprising the 120-strong
Sydney Philharmonia
Symphonic Choir and the 40-
member Sydney Philharmonia
Motet Choir, the Sydney
Philharmonia Choirs are the
city’s finest.

One of Sydney’s most
impressive vocal groups is the
Café of the Gate of Salvation,
which has been described as
an “Aussie blend of a capella
and gospel”.

Originally specialized in
chamber music, Musica Viva
now presents string quartets,
jazz, piano groups, percussion-

ists, soloists and international
avant-garde artists as well.

Synergy is one of Australia’s
foremost percussion quartets.
Its innovative performance
style spans traditional and
contemporary percussion
from around the world.

COMEDY

Sydney’s most established
comedy venue, the Comedy
Store is known for its themed
nights. Tuesday is open-mic
night; Wednesday, new
comics; Thursday, cutting
edge; Friday and Saturday
are reserved for the best of
the best. Monday is comedy
night at The Old Manly
Boatshed, where both local
and visiting comics perform.
Monday is also comedy night
at the Bridge Hotel, where
live entertainment is offered
most nights of the week.

DANCE

The Australian Ballet has two
seven-week Sydney seasons
at the Opera House: one in
March/April, the other in
November/December. Sydney
Dance Company is the city’s
leading modern dance group.
Productions are mostly staged
at the Sydney Opera House.

Bangarra Dance Theatre
uses traditional Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
dance and music as its
inspiration. The startling and
original Legs on the Wall are
a physical theatre group,
brilliantly combining circus
and aerial techniques with
dance and narrative, often
performed while suspended
from skyscrapers.

OPERA

In 1956, the Australian Opera
(now called Opera Australia)
was formed. It presented four
Mozart productions in its first
year. But it was the opening of
the Sydney Opera House in
1973 that heralded new public
interest. Opera Australia’s
summer season is held from
early January to early March;
the winter season from June to
the end of October. Every year
at the popular Opera in The
Domain, members of Opera
Australia perform excerpts from
famous pieces.

THEATRE

Sydney’s larger, mainstream
musicals are staged at the
Theatre Royal, the opulent
State Theatre (see p90) and
the Capitol Theatre. The Star
City entertainment and casino
complex boasts two theatres,
the Showroom, and the first-
rate Lyric Theatre.

Smaller venues also offer a
range of interesting plays and
performances. These include
the Seymour Theatre Centre,
the Belvoir Street Theatre and
the Ensemble Theatre. The
Stables Theatre specializes in
works by new Australian
playwrights, while the new
Parade Theatre at the
National Institute of Dramatic
Arts (NIDA) showcases work
by NIDA’s students. The well-
respected Sydney Theatre
Company (STC) has just
introduced an ensemble of
actors, employed full time,
who will perform a minimum
of two plays each season.
Most STC productions are
performed at The Wharf.

The Bell Shakespeare
Company productions are
ideal for the young or the
more wary theatre-goers.
Shakespeare by the Sea, at
lovely Balmoral Beach (see
p144), puts on outdoor
productions in the summer
and has no need for painted
backdrops.

The Sydney Festival
provides an enjoyable
celebration of original, often
quirky, Australian theatre,
dance, music and visual arts.
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FILM

The city’s main commercial
cinema, the Greater Union
Hoyts Village Complex, is on
George Street. A similar
multiplex is in the Fox Studios
Entertainment Quarter (see
p125). The IMAX Theatre in
Darling Harbour has a giant,
8-storey screen showing 2D
and 3D films.

Cinephiles flock to Palace
Cinemas on Oxford Street and
Dendy Cinema at Circular

Quay. Cinema Paris shows
arthouse and indie films, as
well as many Bollywood
productions. The Reading
Cinema regularly shows new
Chinese films.

Most foreign films are shown
in the original language with
English subtitles. The latest
screenings are usually at
9:30pm, although most major
cinemas run later shows.
Commercial cinema houses
offer half-price tickets on
Tuesday, while Palace does so

DIRECTORY

on Monday. The Sydney Film
Festival is one of the high-
lights of the city’s calendar
(see p43). The main venue is
the State Theatre. The Flicker-
fest International Short Film
Festival is held at the Bondi
Pavilion Amphitheatre at
Bondi Beach in early January.
It screens shorts and animated
films. In February, Tropfest
shows local short films.

Run by Queer Screen, the
New Mardi Gras Film Festival
starts mid-February for 15 days.

CLASSICAL MUSIC

Australia Ensemble
Tel 9385 4872.
www.ae.unsw.edu.au

Australian Chamber
Orchestra
WWW.aco.com.au

Australian Youth
Choir
WWW.niypaa.com.au

Café of the Gate of
Salvation
www.cafeofthegateof
salvation.com.au

City Recital Hall
Angel Place. Map 1 B4.
Tel 8256 2222.
www_cityrecitalhall.com

Musica Viva
Www.mva.org.au

Sydney
Philharmonia Choirs
Tel 9251 2024. www.
sydneyphilharmonia.com.
au

Sydney Symphony
Orchestra

Tel 8215 4600. www.
sydneysymphony.com

Sydney Town
Hall

483 George Street.
Map 4 E2. Tel 9265 9333.
Sydney

Youth

Orchestra

Tel 9251 2422.
WWW.Sy0.com.au
Synergy

Tel 9703 2008. www.
synergypercussion.com

COMEDY

Bridge Hotel
135 Victoria Rd, Rozelle.

Tel 9810 1260.
www.bridgehotel.com.au

Comedy Store
Entertainment Quarter,
Driver Ave, Moore Park.
Map 5 C5. Tel 9357 1419.
www.comedystore.com.au

The Old Manly
Boatshed

40 The Corso, Manly.

Tel 9977 4443.
www.oldmanlyboatshed.
com.au

DANCE

Australian Ballet
Tel 9252 5500. www.
australianballet.com.au

Bangarra Dance
Theatre

Tel 9257 5333.
www.bangarra.com.au

Legs on the Wall
Tel 9560 9479. www.
legsonthewall.com.au

Sydney Dance
Company
www.sydneydance.com.au

OPERA

Opera Australia
Tel 9699 1099. www.
opera-australia.org.au

THEATRE

Bell Shakespeare
Company

Tel 8298 9000. www.
bellshakespeare.com.au

Belvoir St Theatre
25 Belvoir St, Surry Hills.
Tel 9699 3444.
www.belvoir.com.au

Capitol Theatre
13 Campbell St, Haymarket.
Map 4 E4.

Tel 9320 5000.
www.capitoltheatre.com.au

Ensemble Theatre
78 McDougall St, Kirribilli.
Box office Tel 9929 0644.
www.ensemble.com.au

Parade Theatre
215 Anzac Parade,
Kensington. Map 5 B4
Tel 9697 7600.
www.nida.edu.au

Seymour Theatre
Centre

Cnr Cleveland St & City Rd,
Chippendale.

Tel 9351 7940. www.
seymour.usyd.edu.au

Shakespeare by
the Sea

Band Rotunda, Balmoral
Beach. Tel 9924 6388.
www.shakespeare-by-
the-sea.com

Stables Theatre

10 Nimrod St, Kings Cross.
Map 5 B1. Tel 9361 3817.
www.griffintheatre.com.
au

Star City

80 Pyrmont St, Pyrmont.
Map 3 B1. Tel 9777 9000.
Www starcity.com.au

State Theatre

49 Market St. Map 1 B5.
Tel 9373 6852. www.
statetheatre.com.au

Sydney Festival
Tel 8248 6500. www.
sydneyfestival.org.au

Sydney Theatre Co
Tel 9250 1777. www.
sydneytheatre.com.au

Theatre Royal
MLC Centre, King St.
Map 1 BS5. Tel 9224 8444.

The Wharf

Pier 4, Hickson Rd, Walsh
Bay. Map 1 A1. Tel 9250
1777. WwWw.
sydneytheatre.com.au

FILM

Cinema Paris
Entertainment Quarter,
Driver Ave, Moore Park.
Map 5 C5. Tel 9332 1633.
wWww.hoyts.com.au

Dendy Cinema
Shop 9/2, East Circular
Quay. Map 1 C2.

Tel 9247 3800.
www.dendy.com.au

Flickerfest
www flickerfest.com.au

Greater Union Hoyts
Village Complex
505-525 George St.
Map 4 E3. Tel 9273 7431.
www,greaterunion.com,au

IMAX Theatre
Southern Promenade,
Darling Harbour. Map 4
D3. Tel 9281 3300.
WWW.imax.com.au

New Mardi Gras
Festival
WwWw.queerscreen.com.au

Palace Cinemas
Academy Twin

3a Oxford St, Paddington.
Tel 9361 4453. Verona
17 Oxford St, Paddington.
Tel 9360 6099. Map 5 B3.

Reading Cinema
Level 3, Market City, 9 Hay
St, Haymarket. Map 4 E4.
Tel 9280 1202. www.
readingcinemas.com.au

Tropfest
www.tropfest.com



Music Venues and Nightclubs

Sydney attracts some of the biggest names in modern
music all year round. Venues range from the cavernous
Sydney Entertainment Centre to small and noisy back
rooms in pubs. Visiting international DJs frequently
play sets at Sydney clubs. Some venues cater for a
variety of music tastes — rock and pop one night, jazz,
blues or folk the next. There are several free weekly
gig guides available, including Drum Media, 3-D World
and Brag (see p138), which tell you what is on.

GETTING IN

ROCK, POP AND HIP HOP

Tickets for major shows are
available through booking
agencies such as Ticketek
and Ticketmaster (see p138).
Prices vary considerably,
depending on the shows that
are going to take place. You
may pay from A$30 to A$70
for a gig at the Metro, but over
A$150 for seats for a Rolling
Stones concert. Moshtix also
sells tickets for smaller venues
across Sydney and their
website gives a good idea of
the various venues and what is
on. Buying online also pre-
vents you from having to
queue early for tickets from
the door.

You can also pay at the
door on the night at most
places, unless the show is
sold out. Nightclubs often
have a cover charge, but
some venues will admit you
free before a certain time in
the evening or on weeknights.

Most venues serve alcohol,
50 shows are restricted to
those at least 18 years of age.
This is the usual case unless a
gig is specified “all ages”. It is
advisable that people under
30 years old carry photo
identification, such as a
passport or driver’s licence,
because entry to some
establishments is very strict.
You are also not allowed to
carry any kind of bottle into
most nightclubs or other
venues. Similarly, any cameras
and recording devices are
usually prohibited.

Dress codes vary, but gen-
erally shorts (on men) and
flip flops are not welcome.
Wear thin layers, which you
can remove when you get
hot, instead of a coat, and
avoid carrying a big bag,
because many venues do not
have a cloakroom.

Pop’s big names and famous
rock groups perform at the
Sydney Entertainment Centre,
Hordern Pavilion and sports
grounds such as the Aussie
Stadium at Sydney Olympic
Park (see p127) in Homebush
Bay. More intimate locations
include the State Theatre
(see p90), Enmore Theatre
and Sydney’s best venue,
The Metro Theatre. Hip hop
acts usually play in rock
venues rather than in
nightclubs. You are almost as
likely to find a crew rapping
or as a band strumming and
drumming at the Metro
Theatre, the Gaelic Club,
@Newtown or the Hopetoun
Hotel. It is not unusual to
catch a punk, garage or
electro-folk band at Spectrum
or the Annandale Hotel on
Parramatta Road.

Pub rock is a constantly
changing scene in Sydney.
Weekly listings appear on
Fridays in the “Metro” section
of the Sydney Morning
Herald and in the street press
(see p138). Music stores are
also full of flyers for gigs at
the Metro Theatre and Gaelic
Club, where international and
Australian acts perform every
week. These shows usually
sell out very quickly.

JAZZ, FOLK AND BLUES

For many years, the first port
of call for any jazz, funk,
groove or folk enthusiast has
been The Basement. Visiting
luminaries play some nights,
talented but struggling local
musicians others, and the
line-ups now also include
increasingly popular world
music and hip-hop bands.
Soup Plus, Margaret Street,
plays jazz while serving

reasonably priced food,
including soup. Experimental
jazz is offered on Fridays and
Saturdays at the Seymour
Theatre Centre (see p141).
The Vanguard, a newer
venue, also offers dinner and
show deals, as well as show-
only tickets, and has been
drawing an excellent roster of
jazz, blues and roots talent.
Annandale’s Empire Hotel is
Sydney’s official home of the
blues, while the Cat & Fiddle
Hotel in Balmain is the place
to go for acoustic music

and folk.

HOUSE, BREAKBEATS
AND TECHNO

Sydney’s long-time super
club, Home Sydney in Cockle
Bay, features three levels and
a gargantuan sound system.
Friday night is the time to

g0, as the DJs present a
pulsating mix of house,
trance, drum and bass and
breakbeats. A mainstream
crowd flocks to the nearby
Bungalow 8 on King Street
Wharf. Once the sun has set,
house DJs turn the place into
a club. At the swank Tank

on Bridge Lane, the emphasis
is on pure house music and
the decor is a throwback

to Studio 54 in New York. Glo
Bar, at Star City, has DJs and
live music most nights.

For something a little more
hip, try Candy’s Apartment
on Bayswater Road, or the
fashionable tech-electro
Mars Lounge, with its red
lacquered interior, which can
be found on Wentworth
Avenue. Head to the Arthouse
Hotel on Saturday nights for
the best of House presented
by Paul Strange. It is located
in the 1836, heritage School
of Arts Building next to the
Hilton Hotel. Down the road,
Q Bar, one of many bars in
the Exchange Hotel on
Oxford Street, Darlinghurst,
has arcade games for when
you need a breather from
strutting your stuff. Or sample
the low-ceilinged Chinese
Laundry on Sussex Street,
which you'll find tucked
under the gentrified pub,

Slip Inn.
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GAY AND LESBIAN PUBS
AND CLUBS

Sunday night is the big night
for many of Sydney’s gay
community, although there is
plenty of action throughout
the week. A number of venues
have a gay or lesbian night
on one night of the week and
attract a mainstream crowd on
the other nights. Wednesday
is lesbian night at the Bank
Hotel in Newtown and some
Sundays are queer nights at
Home Sydney and Mars
Lounge. The Polo Lounge,

situated on the top floor of
the Oxford Hotel, has great
views of the city’s skyline.
Catch live music at the first-
floor supper club.

ARQ on Flinders Street is
the largest of the gay clubs,
with pounding commercial
house music. The main dance
floor is overlooked by a
mezzanine for watching the
writhing mass of bodies
below. Midnight Shift on
Oxford Street is for men only,
and Stonewall plays camp
anthems and is patronized
mostly by men and their

Flinders Hotel, one of
Sydney’s longest running gay
venues, the entertainment
depends on which night of
the week you are visiting.
The Colombian is the best
of the Oxford Street bars, with
a mock Central American
jungle and large windows
that open out to the street.
The Oxford Hotel and its
upper-level cocktail bars are
popular too. Both the
Newtown Hotel and Imperial
Hotel have drag shows on
most nights of the week.

SYDNEY 143
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ROCK, POP AND State Theatre HOUSE,
HIP HOP 49 Market St. BREAKBEATS
S 11155, AND TECHNO
Annandale Hotel Tel 9373 6852.

17-19 Parramatta Rd,
Annandale.

Tel 9550 1078.
WWW.
annandalehotel.com

Enmore Theatre
130 Enmore Rd,
Newtown.

Tel 9550 3666.
WWwWw.
enmoretheatre.com.au

Gaelic Club

64 Devonshire St, Surry
Hills. Tel 9211 1687.
www.thegaelic.com

Hopetoun Hotel
416 Bourke St, Surry Hills.
Tel 9361 5257.

Hordern Pavilion
Driver Ave, Moore Park.
Map 5 C5.

Tel 9921 5333.
www.playbillvenues.com

The Metro Theatre
624 George St.

Map 4 E3.

Tel 9550 3666.
www.metrotheatre.com.au

Moshtix
Tel 9209 4614.
www.moshtix.com.au

@Newtown
52 Enmore Rd, Newtown.
Tel 9557 5044.
www.atnewtown.com.au

Spectrum

34 Oxford St,
Darlinghurst. Map 4 F4.
www.pashpresents.com

www statetheatre.com.au

Sydney Entertain-
ment Centre

Harbour St, Haymarket.
Map 4 D4.

Tel 9320 4200.
www.sydentcent.com.au

Sydney Olympic
Park

Homebush Bay.
Tel 9714 7888.

www.sydneyolympicpark.

nsw.gov.au

JAZZ, FOLK AND
BLUES

The Basement
29 Reiby Place.

Map 1 B3.

Tel 9257 2797. www.
thebasement.com.au

Cat & Fiddle Hotel
456 Darling St, Balmain.
Tel 9810 7931.
www.thecatandfiddle.net

Empire Hotel

Cnr Johnston St &
Paramatta Rd, Annandale.
Tel 9557 1701.
www.empirelive.com.au

Seymour Theatre
Centre

Cnr Cleveland St & City
Rd, Chippendale.

Tel 9351 7940.

Soup Plus

1 Margaret St (cnr
Clarence St). Map 4 E1.
Tel 9299 7728.
www.soupplus.com.au

The Vanguard

42 King St, Newtown.
Tel 9557 7992. www.
thevanguard.com.au

The Arthouse Hotel
275 Pitt St. Map 1 B5.
Tel 9284 1200.

Bungalow 8
The Promenade,
King St Wharf.

Tel 9299 4660.

Candy’s Apartment
22 Bayswater Rd,

Kings Cross. Map 5 B1.
Tel 9380 5600.
www.candys.com.au

Chinese Laundry
Slip Inn 111 Sussex St.
Map 1 A3. Tel 8295 9950.

Glo Bar

Star City, Pirrama Rd,
Pyrmont. Map 3 C1.
Tel 9777 9000.

Home Sydney

101 Cockle Bay Wharf,
Darling Harbour.

Map 4 D2.

Tel 9266 0600.
http://homesydney.com

Mars Lounge

16 Wentworth Avenue,
Darlinghurst. Map 4 F4
Tel 9267 6440.

Q Bar at the
Exchange Hotel
Level 2, 44 Oxford St,
Darlinghurst. Map 4 F4.
Tel 9360 1375.

Tank
3 Bridge Lane.
Tel 9240 3000.

GAY AND LESBIAN
CLUBS AND PUBS

ARQ

16 Flinders St, Taylor
Square. Map 5 A2.
Tel 9380 8700.

Bank Hotel
324 King St. Newtown.
Tel 8568 1988.

Colombian

Cnr Oxford and Crown
Sts, Surry Hills. Map 5 A2.
Tel 9360 2151.

The Flinders Hotel
63 Flinders St,
Darlinghurst. Map 5 A2.
Tel 9356 3622.

Imperial Hotel
35 Erskineville Rd,
Erskineville.

Tel 9519 9899.

Midnight Shift

85 Oxford St, Darlinghurst.
Map 5 A2.

Tel 9360 4319.

Newtown Hotel
174 King St, Newtown.
Tel 9517 1728.

Oxford Hotel

134 Oxford St,
Darlinghurst. Map 5 A2.
Tel 9331 3467.

The Polo Lounge
and Supper Club
134 Oxford St,
Darlinghurst. Map 5 A2.
Tel 9331 3467.

Stonewall

175 Oxford St,
Darlinghurst. Map 5 A2.
Tel 9360 1963.
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Sydney’s Beaches

Being a city built around the water, it is no wonder
that many of Sydney’s recreational activities involve the
sand, sea and sun. There are many harbour and surf
beaches in Sydney, most of them accessible by bus (see
p129). Even if you're not a swimmer, the beaches offer
a chance to get away from it all for a day or weekend
and enjoy the fresh air and relaxed way of life.

SWIMMING

You can swim at either
harbour or ocean beaches.
Harbour beaches are gener-
ally smaller and sheltered.
Popular ones are Camp Cove,
Shark Bay and Balmoral Beach.

At the ocean beaches, surf
lifesavers in their red and
yellow or blue caps are on
duty. Swimming rules are
strongly enforced. Surf life-
saving carnivals are held
throughout the summer. Call
Surf Life Saving NSW for a
calendar. Well-patrolled, safer
surf beaches include Bondi,
Manly and Coogee.

The beaches can become
polluted, especially after
heavy rain. The Beach Watch
and Harbour Watch Info Line
provides information.

SURFING

Surfing is more a way of life
than a leisure activity for
some Sydneysiders. If you're
a beginner, try Bondi, Bronte,
Palm Beach or Collaroy.

Two of the best surf beaches
are Maroubra and Narrabeen.
Bear in mind that local surfers
know one another well and
do not take kindly to “intrud-
ers” who drop in on their

waves. To hire a surfboard,
try Bondi Surf Co on
Campbell Parade, Bondi
Beach, or Aloha Surf on
Pittwater Road, Manly. If you
would like to learn, there are
two schools: Manly Surf
School and Lets Go Surfing
at Bondi Beach. They also
hire out boards and wetsuits.

WINDSURFING AND
SAILING

There are locations around
Sydney suitable for every
level of windsurfer. Boards
can be hired from Balmoral
Windsurfing, Sailing &
Kayaking School & Hire.

Good spots include Palm
Beach, Narrabeen Lakes, La
Perouse, Brighton-Le-Sands
and Kurnell Point (for
beginner and intermediate
boarders) and Long Reef
Beach, Palm Beach and
Collaroy (for more expe-
rienced boarders).

One of the best ways to see
the harbour is while sailing.
A sailing boat, including a
skipper, can be hired for
the afternoon from the East
Sail sailing club. The sailing
club has two-day courses
and also hires out sailing
boats and motor cruisers to
experienced sailors.

Scuba diving at Gordons Bay

SCUBA DIVING

The great barrier reef it may
not be, but there are some
excellent dive spots around
Sydney, especially in winter
when the water is clear, if a
little cold. Favoured spots are
Shelly Beach, Gordons Bay
and Camp Cove.

Pro Dive Coogee offers a
complete range of courses,
escorted dives, introductory
dives for beginners, and hire
equipment. Dive Centre
Manly also runs courses, hires
equipment and conducts boat
dives seven days a week.

DIRECTORY

Balmoral Windsurfing
and Kitesurfing School
Balmoral Sailing Club, Balmoral
Beach. Tel 9960 5344.

www sailboard.net.au

Beach Watch Info Line
Tel 1800 036 677.

Dive Centre Manly

10 Belgrave St, Manly. Tel 9977
4355, www.divesydney.com.au
Also at Bondi and City.

East Sail

d’'Albora Marinas, New Beach Rd,
Rushcutters Bay. Tel 9327 1166.
www.eastsail.com.au

Lets Go Surfing

128 Ramsgate Ave, North Bondi.
Tel 9365 1800.
www.letsgosurfing.com.au
Manly Surf School
North Steyne Rd, Manly.

Tel 9977 6977.
www.manlysurfschool.com
Pro Dive Coogee

27 Alfreda St, Coogee.

Tel 9665 6333.
www.prodive.com

Surf Life Saving NSW
Tel 9984 7188.

www surflifesaving.com.au
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FISHING IN SYDNEY

Surprisingly for a thriving city port, there is a
wide variety of fish to be caught. From the
rocks and headlands of the northern beaches,
such as Palm Beach and Bilgola, tuna,
whiting and blenny
abound. The
Narrabeen Lakes
offer estuary fishing,
with a population of
flathead and bream.
The sheltered Middle
Harbour has many
angling spots. A
NSW Recreational
Fishing Fee must be
paid by everyone.

Triplefin blenny




SPORTING SYDNEY

hroughout Australia sport is a
way of life and Sydney is no
exception. On any day you’ll see
locals on golf courses at dawn, running
on the streets keeping fit, or having a
quick set of tennis after work. At week-
ends, during summer and winter, there

CRICKET

During the summer months
Test cricket and one-day
internationals are played at
the Sydney Cricket Ground
(SCG). Tickets for weekday
sessions of the Tests can often
be bought at the gate, although
it is advisable to book well in
advance (through Ticketek)
for weekend sessions of Test
matches and for all the one-
day international matches.

RUGBY LEAGUE AND
RUGBY UNION

The popularity of rugby
league knows no bounds in
Sydney. This is what people
refer to as “the footie”. There
are three major competition
levels: local, State of Origin —
which matches Queensland
against New South Wales —
and Tests. The “local”
competition fields teams from
all over Sydney as well as
Newcastle, Canberra, Perth,
Brisbane, Melbourne, the Gold
Coast, Far North Queensland
and Auckland, New Zealand.
These matches are held all
over Sydney, but the Telstra
Stadium at Sydney Olympic
Park is by far the biggest

Australia versus the All Blacks

venue. Tickets for State of
Origin and Test matches often
sell out immediately. Call
Ticketek to check availability.
Rugby union is the second
most popular football code.
Again, matches at Test level
sell out very quickly. For some
premium trans-Tasman rivalry,
catch a Test match between
Australia’s “Wallabies” and the
New Zealand “All Blacks”.
Phone Ticketek for details.

GOLF AND TENNIS

Golf enthusiasts need not do
without their round of golf.
There are many courses
throughout Sydney where vis-
itors are welcome at all times.
These include Moore Park,

One-day cricket match between Australia and the West Indies, SCG

is no end to the variety of sports you
can watch. Thousands gather at the
Aussie Stadium (Sydney Football
Stadium) and Sydney Cricket Ground
every weekend while, for those who
cannot make it, sport reigns supreme
on weekend television.

St Michael's and Warringah
golf courses. It is sensible to
phone beforehand for a book-
ing, especially at weekends.
Tennis is another favoured
sport. Courts available for hire
can be found all over Sydney.
Many centres also have floodlit
courts available for night
time. Try Cooper Park or
Parkland Sports Centre.

Playing golf at Moore Park, one of
Sydney’s public courses

AUSTRALIAN RULES
FOOTBALL

Although not as popular
as in Melbourne, “Aussie
Rules” has a strong following
in Sydney. The local team, the
Sydney Swans, plays its home
games at the Sydney Cricket
Ground during the season.
Check a local paper for details.
Rivalry between the Sydney
supporters and their Melbourne
counterparts is always strong.
Busloads of diehard fans from
the south arrive to cheer on
their teams. Tickets can usual-
ly be bought at the ground on
the day of the game.

BASKETBALL

Basketball has grown in
popularity as both a spec-
tator and recreational sport in
recent years. Sydney has male
and female teams competing
in the National Basketball
League. The games, held at
the Sydney Entertainment
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Aerial view of the Aussie Stadium at

Centre, Haymarket, have
much of the pizzazz, colour
and excitement of American
basketball. Tickets can be
purchased by phone or on
the internet from Ticketek.

CYCLING AND INLINE
SKATING

Sydney boasts excellent, safe
locations for the whole family
to go cycling. One of the
most frequented is Centennial
Park (see p128). You can hire
bicycles and safety helmets
from Centennial Park Cycles
and also from Inner City
Cycles in Glebe, where you
can hire out equipment by
the day or by the week.
Another popular pastime in
summer is inline skating.
Rollerblading.com runs
tours starting at Milsons Point
to all parts of Sydney.
If you are a little unsteady on
your feet, they offer private
and group lessons. Or keep
both feet firmly on the ground
and watch skateboarders and
inline skaters practising their
moves at the ramps at Bondi
Beach (see p145).

Inline skaters enjoying a summer
evening on the city’s streets

Moore Park

HORSE RIDING

For a leisurely ride, head to
Centennial Park or contact the
Centennial Parklands
Equestrian Centre. They will
give you details of the four rid-
ing schools that operate in
the park. Samarai Park Riding
School conducts trail rides
through Ku-ring-gai Chase
National Park (see p126).
Further afield, you can enjoy
the magnificent scenery of the
Blue Mountains (see pp170-71)
on horseback. The Megalong
Australian Heritage Centre
has trail rides from one hour
to an overnight ride. All levels
of experience are catered for.

Horse riding in one of the parks
surrounding the city centre

ADVENTURE SPORTS

Sydney offers a wide range
of adventure sports for those
seeking a more active and
thrill-filled time. You can
participate in guided bush-
walking, mountain biking,
canyoning, rock climbing and
abseiling expeditions in the
nearby Blue Mountains
National Park. The Blue
Mountains Adventure
Company runs one-day or
multi-day courses and trips
for all standards of adventurer.

DIRECTORY

Blue Mountains
Adventure Company
84a Bathurst Rd, Katoomba.
Tel 4782 1271.
Www.bmac.com.au

Centennial Park Cycles
50 Clovelly Rd, Randwick.
Tel 9398 5027.
www.cyclehire.com.au

Centennial Parklands
Equestrian Centre

Cnr Lang & Cook Rds, Moore
Park. Map 5 D5.

Tel 9332 2809.
WWwWW.cpequestrian.com.au

Cooper Park Tennis
Courts

Off Suttie Rd, Double Bay.
Tel 9389 3100.

Inner City Cycles
151 Glebe Point Road, Glebe.
Map 3 B5. Tel 9660 6605.

Megalong Australian
Heritage Centre
Megalong Valley Rd, Megalong
Valley. Tel 4787 8188.

Moore Park Golf Club
Cnr Cleveland St & Anzac Parade,
Moore Park. Map 5 B5.

Tel 9663 1064.

Parkland Sports
Lang Rd, Moore Park.
Tel 9662 7033.

Rollerblading.com

Tel 0411 872 022.
www.rollerblading.com.au/
rollerbladingsydney

St Michael’s Golf Club
Jennifer St, Little Bay.

Tel 9311 0068.

www .stmichaelsgolf.com.au

Samarai Park

Riding School

90 Booralie Rd, Terrey Hills.
Tel 9450 1745.

Ticketek
Tel 13 28 49.
www.ticketek.com.au

Warringah Golf Club
397 Condamine St, North Manly.
Tel 9905 4028.
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shows which parts of Sydney
are covered in this Street Finder. Map
references given for all sights,
shops and entertainment venues
described in this guide refer to
the maps in this section. All the
major sights are clearly marked so
they are easy to locate. The key,

Sydney Harbour Bridge
(see pp80-81) viewed from
North Sydney Olympic Pool
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features are marked on them,
including railway stations, bus ter-
minals, ferry boarding points, taxi
ranks, emergency services, post
offices and tourist information cen-
tres. Map references are also given
for hotels (see pp478-517) and
restaurants (see pp524-63).
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158 NEW SOUTH WALES AND ACT

New South Wales and ACT at a Glance

This southeastern corner of the continent, around
Sydney Cove, was the site of the first European
settlement in the 18th century and today it is the
most densely populated and varied region in Australia,
and home to its largest city, Sydney (see pp60-155), as
well as Canberra, the nation’s capital. It also contains
the country’s highest mountain, Mount Kosciuszko. In
the east there are farmlands and vineyards, the Blue
Mountains and the ski resorts of the Snowy Mountains.
To the west is a desert landscape. The coastline is
tropically warm in the north, cooler in the south.

Broken Hill is one of the few 19th-
century mining towns in Australia
that continues to survive on its
mineral resources (see p181). It is
also the location of the Royal Flying
Doctor Service beadquarters, and
tours detailing the bistory of the
service are popular with visitors.

THE BLUE
MOUNTAINS AND
BEYOND
(see pp164-81)

Bourke's major
attraction is its
remote location.

Irrigated by the Darling

River, the town is also a

successful agricultural centre A
(see p18D). A lift-up span
bridge crosses the river.

Mount Kosciuszko, in Kosciuszko
National Park, is Australia’s highest
mountain. Panoramic views of the
Snowy Mountains can be found at
the Mount Kosciuszko Lookouit,
accessible via a walking trail or a
chairlift (see pp160-61).

< The Breadknife rock formation in the Warrumbungle National Park north of Dubbo, New South Wales
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Tenterfield’s School of Arts building has a proud
bistory as the site of Sir Henry Parkes’ Federation speech
in 1889, which was followed, 12 years later, by the
Jfounding of the Commonwealth of Australia (see p56).
A museum in the town details the event.

A8 bl

A0REE5

0 kilometres 100
————

CANBERRA 0 miles 100

AND ACT
(: seq\jim 190-207)

SR AT

THE SOUTH
COAST AND
SNOWY
MOUNTAINS
(see pp182-9)

Canberra was designed

as the new national capital in
1912 by architect Walter Burley
Griffin. Anzac Parade offers fine
views of New Parliament House,
atop Capital Hill (see pp194-5).

TH WALES AND ACT

Tamworth is the heart of Aus-
tralian country music. The Golden
Guitar Hall, fronted by a model
guitar, holds concerts (see p177).

The Three Sisters rock formation is
the most famous sight within the
Blue Mountains National Park.

At night it is floodlit for a spectacu-
lar view (see pp170-71).

Windsor is one of the best preserved 19th-
century towns in the state. The Macquarie
Arms Hotel is considered. 1o be the oldest

operational botel in Australia (see p168).
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The Snowy Mountains

The Snowy Mountains stretch 500 km (310 miles)
from Canberra to Victoria. Formed more than 250
million years ago, they include Australia’s highest moun-
tain, Mount Kosciuszko, and the country’s only glacial
lakes. In summer, wildflowers carpet the meadows; in
winter, snow gums bend beneath the cold winds. The
Snowy Mountains are preserved within the Kosciuszko

National Park and are also home to two of Australia’s  The Snowy Mountains are home
largest ski resorts, Thredbo and Perisher. The Snowy 1o the Kosciuszko National Park
Mountains Scheme dammed four rivers to supply which was declared a World Bio-
power to much of inland eastern Australia (see p183). sphere Reserve by UNESCO in 1997.

The Snowy River rises below Mount Kosciuszko
and is now damned and diverted to provide

hydroelectricity for Melbourne and Sydney as
part of the Snowy Mountains Scheme.

Blue Lake is a
spectacular glacial
lake, one of only a few
in the country, which
lies in an ice-carved
basin 28 m (90 ft) deep.

Seaman’s Hut, built in
honour of a skier who
perished here in 1928,
has saved many lives
during fierce blizzards.

The Alpine Way offers a
spectacular drive
through the mountains,
best taken in spring or
summer, via the
Thredbo River Valley.

F e

Dead Horse Gap is a striking pass

named after a group of “brumbies”
'S,Egl\vl\llly E\:l\lglj"\El?A(l?\l?F THE (wild horses) that perished in a snow-

drift here during the 19th century.
Mount Kosciuszko is Australia’s
highest mountain, and may be
approached by gentle walks
across alpine meadows from
Thredbo or from Charlottes KEY
Pass. Mount Townsend is only
slightly lower but, with a more
pronounced summit, is often = Minor road
mistaken for its higher and
more famous neighbour.

0 kilometres 5
——_,
0 miles 5

== Major road

=== Walking trail

B skitrail
Charlottes Pass marks the start of the &
summit walk to Mount Kosciuszko. It
was named after Charlotte Adams, 11 Tourist information
who, in 1881, was the first European
woman to climb the peak.

Camp site

M Viewpoint
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Downhill and cross-country skiing and snow-
boarding are popular in the Snowy Mountains
between June and September.

Y J
Lake { ]
Jindabyne J

Thredbo River was

once known as the

Crackenback River by

stockmen who thought the

ranges rising on either side of the

valley were steep enough to

: break a man’s back.

The Yarrangobilly
Caves, about 130 km
(80 miles) north of
Thredbo, are

a system of 70
limestone caves
Jormed 750,000
years ago. They
contain magnificent
white columns,
cascading frozen
waterfalls and
delicate under-
ground pools.
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VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

[ Kosciusko Road, Jindabyne
(02) 6450 5600. WwwW.SNOWY-
mountains.com.au Perisher
Valley www .perisherblue.
com.au Charlotte Pass www.
charlottepass.com.au Yarrango-

billy [ [ 123 [ 9-5 daily.

FLORA AND FAUNA

The Snowy Mountains are often harsh,
windswept and barren, yet myriad
flowers, trees and wildlife have evolved
to survive all seasons. Almost all
species here are unique to the alpine
regions of Australia.

Silver snow daisies,
with their white petals
and yellow centres,
are the most spectac-
ular of all the alpine
Slowers en masse.

Mountain plum pine
is a natural bonsai
tree, which grows
slowly and

at an angle. The
pygmy possum feeds
on its berries.

Sphagnum moss
surrounds the springs,
bogs and creeks in the

highest regions,
and belps to protect
primitive alpine plants.

Corroboree frogs (@
live only

in the fragile
sphagnum moss
bogs of the region.

Mountain pygmy
possums live under
the snow, bigh up in the
mountains.

Brown and
rainbow trout, both introdiced
species, thrive in the cool mountain streams.
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Wines of New South Wales and ACT

New South Wales and ACT were the cradle of
Australian wines. A small consignment

of vines was on board the First Fleet when it
landed at Sydney Cove in January 1788 (see
pp50-51), and this early hope was fulfilled
in the steady development of a successful
wine industry. New South Wales is now the
home of many fine wineries with an inter-
national reputation. The state is currently in
the vanguard of wine industry expansion,

LOCATOR MAP

planting new vineyards and developing

Rosemount  €stablished districts to meet steadily

] New South Wales wine regions

Chardonnay  rising domestic and export demand.

Sand Hills Vineyard
in the Lachlan Valley
near Forbes produces

both traditional and
modern wines. Shiraz

reds along with
classic dry whites,
such as Chardonnay,

and regular rainfall.

.
West
Wyalong
Ardlethan

o Griffith

De Bortoli is a_family-
owned winery in the
Riverina district. Its
speciality wines, such
as Dry Botrytis
Semillon, are matched c

e Narrandera
Wagga
Wagga
.

S °
by its consistently Gundagai
reasonable prices.

Charles Sturt University
Winery is a major
innovator of winemaking
techniques and viticul-
tural science. Traditional -
wines are made using | |« Wi s v
high-tech equipment.

Albury
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Cooraminta Estate is orne of the Hilltops region . =6,
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Mudgee’s high altitude and red
soil produces intense red wines.
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WINE REGIONS

There are eight wine zones in NSW which contain
23 regions. The Hunter Valley area is the most well
known and justly famous for Semillon, Chardonnay,
Shiraz and Cabernet Sauvignon. The cooler climate
in Orange produces highly prized wines and the
Riverina produces great dessert-style wines.

.
SYDNEY

KEY FACTS

Location and
Mi# Climate
FELE The climate

S 1 %7 in New South

Wales ranges
from Mediterranean-style
to subtropical, tempered
by varying altitudes and
local topography. Valleys
which trap regular rainfall
and a range of nutritious
soils all benefit the state’s
wine production. Sydney’s
position as Australia’s
premier gateway city
means that NSW’s
wineries are among the
most accessible, especially
those of the upper and
lower Hunter Valley.

3
o Port

Macquarie

The Hunter Valley was
Australia’s first successful wine
region and still thrives today.

Grape Varieties
The principal
varieties are
Chardonnay and
Semillon for
white, Shiraz and Cabernet
Sauvignon for reds. Other
local grape varieties
include Pinot Noir,
Ver delho, Chambourcine
and Riesling.

[] Good Producers

'\ Tyrrells; Lake’s Folly;
L‘i McWilliams;

,";3 Montrose; Rose-

8] mount; Rothbury;
Wyndham; Brokenwood;
Cassegrain; Drayton; De
Bortoli; Reynolds; Clonakilla.







NEW SOUTH

WALES

AND ACT 165

THE BLUE MOUNTAINS
AND BEYOND

e

Captain James Cook claimed
the eastern half of Aus-
tralia as British territory in J
1770 and named it New

surroundings have been at
the forefront of Australian life.

On the outskirts of Sydney, at
Windsor and Richmond, early convict
settlements flourished into prosper-
ous farming regions along the fertile
Hawkesbury River. The barrier of the
Blue Mountains was finally penetrated
in 1812, marking the first spread of
sheep and cattle squatters north, west
and south onto the rich plains beyond.
In the middle of the 19th century came
the gold rush around Bathurst and
Mudgee and up into the New England
Tablelands, which led to the spread
of roads and railways.

Following improved communica-
tions in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, northern New South Wales
now contains more towns, a denser
rural population and a more settled

Ever since English explorer  #%

South Wales, Sydney and its | —

bink of northern New South Wales and vibrant colours spring

to mind. There are the dark blues of the Blue Mountains; the

blue-green seas of the north coast; the verdant green of the
rainforests near the Queensland border; and the gold of the wheat
fields. Finally, there are the reds and yellows of the desert in the far west.

f\ coastline than anywhere else in
the country. Fortunately, all
. this development has not
. robbed the region of its
~ natural beauty or assets.
From the grand and daunt-
" ing wilderness of the Blue
~ Mountains to the blue waters
and surf of Byron Bay, the
easternmost point in Australia,
the region remains easy to explore
and a delight to the senses. It is most
easily divided into three parts: the
coastline and mild hinterland, includ-
ing the famous Hunter Valley vine-
yards; the hills, plateaus and flats of
the New England Tablelands and
Western Plains with their rivers,
national parks and thriving farming
areas; and the remote, dusty Outback,
west of the vast Great Dividing Range.
The combination of urban civiliza-
tion, with all the amenities and attrac-
tions it offers, and the beautiful sur-
rounding landscape, make this region
a favourite holiday location with
locals and tourists all year round.

———— o — ————
e e -‘Ez!!‘MM

Cape Byron lighthouse on Australia’s most easterly point

<] The Three Sisters rock formation in the Blue Mountains National Park, seen from Echo Point
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Distances can be long in northern New
South Wales so the extent of any exploration
will depend on the time available. Within
easy reach of Sydney are historic gold rush
towns such as Windsor and those between
Bathurst and Mudgee, the cool retreats of
the Blue Mountains, and the gentle, green
hills of the Hunter Valley and its vineyards.
The north coast and its hinterland are best
explored as part of a touring holiday
sbetween Sydney and the Queensland
capital, Brisbane, or as a short break to the
beaches and fishing areas around Port
Macquarie, Taree and Coffs Harbour.

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Armidale @

Barrington Tops WHA @

Blue Mountains National Park
pp170-73 @

Gibraltar Range National Park @

Gosford @

Inverell @

Mudgee @

Newcastle @

Tamworth @ A

Tenterfield @

Windsor @

Tour
Hunter Valley @

West of the Divide

See pp180-81

Bourke @

Broken Hill @

Dubbo ®

Lightning Ridge @

Wagga Wagga (1]
Willandra National Park @

For additional map symbols see back flap

SOUTH WALES

Impressive Three Sisters rocks in the Blue Mountains National Park

AND ACT

Exploring the Blue Mountains and Beyond
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\ Brisbane

-, Coolangatta

4Mullumbimby

o Byron Bay
ore

“Ballina

vans Head

Australia’s easternmost point

Cape Byron, Byron Bay; mainland I

GETTING AROUND

An extensive rail and bus network up the
north coast and to major towns such as Coffs
Harbour, Byron Bay and Armidale makes this
region very accessible. However, a car is still
the best way to see the natural highlights of
the area. Highways are good, although rarely
dual carriageway, with the exception of the
coastal Princes Hwy and parts of the Hume
Hwy. Other routes are the New England Hwy
to the Northern Tablelands, the Newell Hwy to
Moree and the Great Western Hwy through the
Blue Mountains to Bathurst.

SEE ALSO

Highway

Maijor road

Minor road

Scenic route
L)
T Bomaderry

. Main railway

Pezsibay Minor railway

State border

Extensive green vineyards of the Hunter Valley
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Blue Mountains
National Park @

See pp170-3.

Windsor @

i 7.850. 2] [E] B2 H Windsor

St, Clarington (02) 4578 0233.
www.hawkesburytourism.com.au

Windsor was named by
Governor Macquarie and this
well-preserved colonial
settlement is one of the five
“Macquarie towns”. Estab-
lished on the banks of the
Hawkesbury River in 1794, the
town provided farmers with
both fertile land and the
convenience of river transport.

In the centre of town, St
Matthew’s Church, designed
by Francis Greenway, is a fine
example of Georgian colonial
architecture and is considered
to be his most successful work.
Other buildings of interest
include the Macquarie Arms,
which claims to be Australia’s
oldest hotel, and the Hawkes-
bury Museum, set in a Geor-
gian residence. The museum
chronicles Windsor’s early
colonial history.

M Hawkesbury Museum

7 Thompson Square. Tel (02) 4577
2310. [] call first to check hours.
Good Fri, 25 Dec. I

Environs

One of the other five “Macq-
uarie towns” is Richmond,
which lies 6 km (3.5 miles)
west of Windsor. This attractive
settlement was established five
years earlier, in 1789. The farm-
stead of Mountainview, built in
1804, is one of the oldest sur-
viving homes in the country.

Gosford ®

St Matthew’s Church in Windsor, designed by Francis Greenway

IR 755,000. E] E] 2 E H 1300

130 708, (02) 4343 4444.
www.visitcentralcoast.com.au

Gosford is the principal
town of the popular holiday
region known as the Central
Coast, and provides

a good base for touring the

Preserved 18th-century Custom House at Old Sydney Town near Gosford

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp482-3 and pp528-31

surrounding area. The rural
settlements that once dotted
this coastline have now
evolved into one continuous
beachside suburb, stretching
as far south as Ku-ring-gai
Chase National Park (see
p126). Gosford itself sits on
the calm northern shore of
Brisbane Waters, an excellent
spot for sailing and other
recreational activities. The
nearby coastal beaches are
renowned for their great surf,
clear lagoons and long
stretches of sand. The beaches
here are so numerous that it
is still possible to find a
deserted spot in any season
except high summer. The
Australian Rainforest
Sanctuary is located in a
valley of subtropical and
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temperate rainforest. There
are picnic areas, play areas, a
kiosk and barbeque facilities
in addition to beautiful
rainforest walks.

The Australian Reptile Park
is home to many types of
reptiles, including crocodiles,
massive goannas, snakes and
other species.

¥/, Australian Rainforest
Sanctuary

Ourimbah Creek Rd, Ourimbah. Te/
(02) 4362 1855. [] 10am-5pm
Wed- Sun, daily in school hols.
Good Fri, 25 Dec, 1 Jan, 25 Apr. 1]
limited.
www.australianrainforest.com.au
¥4, Australian Reptile Park
Pacific Hwy, Somersby. Tel (02) 4340
1022. [] 9am-5pm daily. [@) 25
Dec. 77 [ www.reptilepark.com.au
Environs

There are several national
parks within a short distance of
Gosford. Worth a visit is the
Bulgandry Aboriginal site in
Brisbane Waters National Park,
which has rock engravings of
human and animal figures
dating back thousands of years.

Newcastle @
7 140,000. X 1 B

[ 367 Hunter St (02) 4974 2999.
www.visitnewcastle.com.au

One visitor to Newcastle,
Australia’s second-oldest city,
remarked in the 1880s: “To
my mind the whole town
appeared to have woke up
in fright at our arrival and to
have no definite ideas of a
rendezvous whereat to rally.”
The chaos to which he
referred was largely the result
of the city’s reliance on coal
mining and vast steel works.
Building progressed only as
profits rose with no planning.
Today this chaos only adds
to Newcastle’s charm. The
city curls loosely around a
splendid harbour and its main
streets rise randomly up the
surrounding hills. Industry
is still the mainstay, but this
does not detract from the
city’s quaint beauty. The main
thoroughfare of Hunter Street
has many buildings of diverse
architectural styles. The Court-
house follows a style known
as Late Free Classical; the

Italianate post office in Newcastle

Court Chambers are High
Victorian; the post office was
modelled on Palladio’s Basi-
lica in Venice and the town’s
cathedral, Christ Church, is an
elaborate and impressive
example of Victorian Gothic.
The modern Newcastle
Region Art Gallery houses
works by some of the country’s
most prominent 19th- and
20th-century artists, including
the Newcastle-born William
Dobell, Arthur Boyd and Brett
Whiteley (see pp34-5).
Queens Wharf is the main
attraction of the harbour fore-
shore. It was redeveloped
during the 1980s as part of a
bicentennial project. There
are splendid views from its
promenade areas and outdoor

cafés. On the southern
side of the harbour,
Nobbys Lighthouse
sits at the end of a
long causeway;

the vista back over
old Newcastle makes
the brief walk
worthwhile.

Further on lies Fort
Stratchley, built origi-
nally to repel the coal-
seeking Russians in
the 1880s. Despite con-
stant surveillance, the
fort did not open fire
until the 1940s, when
the Japanese shelled
Newcastle during
World War II. Good
surfing beaches lie
on either side of the
harbour’s entrance.

T Newcastle Region Art
Gallery

Cnr Darby & Laman sts. Tel (02)
4974 5100. [] 10am-5pm
Tue-Sun. [@) 25 Dec, Good Fri.
R Fort Scratchley

Nobbys Rd. Tel (02) 4929 3066.
Museum [} 70:30am-4pm
Tue—Fri. Fort & Tunnels [ ]
noon-4pm Sat & Sun. |@] Good Fri,

25 Dec. I

Environs

Four times the size of Sydney
Harbour (see pp74-103), Lake
Macquarie lies 20 km (12 miles)
south of Newcastle. The lake’s
vast size facilitates nearly every
kind of water sport imaginable.
On the western shore, at Wangi
Wangi, is Dobell House, once
home to the renowned local
artist, William Dobell.

FRANCIS GREENWAY, CONVICT ARCHITECT

Until recently, Australian $10 notes bore the portrait of the
early colonial architect Francis Greenway.

This was the only currency in the world
to pay tribute to a convicted forger.
Greenway was transported from Eng-
land to Sydney in 1814 to serve a 14-
year sentence for his crime. Under the
patronage of Governor Lachlan
Macquarie, who appointed him Civil
Architect in 1816, Greenway designed
more than 40 buildings, of which 11
still survive today. He received a
full King’s Pardon in 1819, but

soon fell out of favour because he
charged exorbitant fees for his
architectural designs while still on

a government salary. Greenway
eventually died in poverty in 1837.

Francis Greenway
(1777-1837)




NE W

SOUTH WALES AND

Blue Mountains National Park @
* The landscape of the Blue

Mountains was more than 250
million years in the making as
sediments built up then were
eroded, revealing sheer cliff
faces and canyons. Home to
Aboriginal communities for
an estimated 14,000 years, the
rugged terrain proved, at first,
a formidable barrier to white settlers (see
p172), but since the 1870s it has been a
popular holiday resort. The mountains get
their name from the release of oil from
the eucalyptus trees which causes a blue
haze. Excellent drives and walking trails
allow for easy exploration of the region.

Q/IUDGEE

The Cathedral of Ferns is
an area of green foliage
set amid streams, resem-
bling tropical rainforest.

Mount Wilson

A basalt cap, the
result of a now extinct
volcano, provides the
rich soil for the gar-
dens of this attractive
summer retrecat.

Kookaburra

The Zig Zag Railway is a
steam train line between
Sydney and Lithgow.

FLORA AND FAUNA IN THE
BLUE MOUNTAINS

Many flora and fauna
species which are
unique to Australia
can be easily seen in
the Blue Mountains.
For example, the
superb lyrebird is a
fan-tailed bird found
in the forests, distin-
guishable by its high-
possum  pitched cry. The
sassafras (Doryphora
sassafras) tree is one of the
species of the warm temperate
rainforest and produces tiny white
flowers. The shy brushtail pos-
sum seeks shelter in the wood-
lands by day and forages at night.

Moun
Victoria

JENOLAN |
S TAITE
FOREST

Jenolan Caves

Nine spectacular limestone
caves are open to the public; town in the vicinity of the
stalactites and stalagmites national park and has a
can be seen in beautiful and full range of accommo-
striking formations. dation for tourists.

Katoomba is the largest

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp482-3 and pp528-31
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VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

Great Western Hwy.
[ Great Western Hwy,
Glenbrook (1300 653 408).

=l Katoomba. I A 13

Mount Tomah Botanic Garden

WINDSOR 4 Cool-climate species from around the
f world are grown here, including
ST T rhododendrons from the Himalayas.
 1000mBa80f)
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=] L"li'a, b { Wentworth Falls
2, 2 R This waterfall is evidence of
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- ' B )/ . ment. Pockets of rainforest
. X 1) TiAT | thrive along ils edges.
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Leura
. — Elegant old residences such
as the Leura Mansion are
Sfeatures of this pretty village.

KEY

=== Major road

== Minor road

Walking trail start-point

§ 1 Tourist information

= = Railway
Three Sisters Camp site
Erosion has formed this spectacular rock formation. E3 Picnic area

Aboriginal legend bas it that the rock is in fact three sisters,

] b ! ! e Viewpoint
imprisoned by their father to protect them from a bunyip.
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Exploring the Blue Mountains

The Blue Mountains, reaching 1,100 m (3,600 ft) above
sea level at their highest point, at first made the early
colonists virtual prisoners of the Sydney Cove area. Many
settlers were convinced that plains suitable for grazing
and crops would be found beyond the mountains, but
attempts to reach the imagined pastures repeatedly failed.
In 1813, however, three farmers, Gregory Blaxland,
William Lawson and William Charles Wentworth, set out
on a well-planned mission, following the ridge between
the Grose and Cox rivers, and emerged successfully on
the western side of the mountains. The construction of
roads and a railway made the mountains an increasingly

attractive destination, and resorts and country homes
were soon established. In 1959, the Blue Mountains
National Park was gazetted, ensuring the preservation
of the large tracts of remaining wilderness.

M Norman Lindsay Gallery
and Museum
14 Norman Lindsay Crescent, Faulcon-
bridge. Tel (02) 4751 1067. [ ] 10am~
4pm daily. @) 25 Dec. (3 13
www.normanlindsay.com.au
Norman Lindsay, one of
Australia’s most recognized
artists, inspired considerable
controversy during his life-
time with his sumptuous
nudes and risqué novels.
Born in 1879, he bought his
mountain retreat in 1913 and
set about producing an
enormous body of work,
much of which reflects his
rejection of the moral and
sexual restraints of his era.
His beautifully preserved
home is now a gallery for his
many paintings, cartoons,
mythological garden sculptures
and children’s books. There is
a whole room devoted to
The Magic Pudding, a peren-
nial favourite. There is also a
re-creation of the interior of

his original studio, and a
peaceful garden set amid the
mountain bushland.

Leura

H Echo Point, Katoomba. Tel 1300
653 408. [ first Sunday of the month.
This small town on the Great
Western Highway, with its
European gardens and Art
Deco architecture, recalls the
elegance of life in the 1920s.
Its secluded, tree-lined main
street is a magnet for fine art
galleries, cafés, shops and up-
market restaurants.

Six km (3.5 miles) from
Leura, Everglades House is an
Art Deco fantasy of curves,
balconies and rose-pink walls.
The Everglades gardens are
considered classic examples
of cool-climate design from
the 1930s. They include a
shaded alpine garden, a grotto
pool, rhododendron stands, an
arboretum and peacocks
roaming around the grounds.

Picturesque tree-lined Main Street in Leura

Some other gardens in the
area are opened to the public
during the Leura Garden Fes-
tival each October (see p41)
Visitors can get an overview
of the surrounding landscape
by taking the Cliff Drive to
Katoomba. The lookout at
Sublime Point, at the end of
Sublime Point Road, also
provides startling views
across the Jamison Valley.

Scenic Skyway ride over the Blue
Mountains from Katoomba

Katoomba
H Echo Point, Katoomba.
Tel 1300 653 408.
www.visitbluemountains.com.au
Katoomba is the bustling
tourism centre of the Blue
Mountains and a good base
from which to explore the
mountains. However, it still
manages to retain a veneer of
its gracious former self, when
it first attracted wealthy Syd-
neysiders in need of moun-
tain air during the 1870s. The
Paragon Café, with its dark-
wood panelling and mirrored
walls, is a reminder of these
glory days, as are the impos-
ing guesthouses with their
fresh air and beautiful views
across the Jamison Valley.
Within a few minutes’ drive
of the town are the region’s
most popular attractions.
Echo Point is home to a large
information centre and look-
out, with views across to the
imposing bulk of Mount Soli-
tary and the most famous of
icons, the Three Sisters (see
pp170-71). A short walk leads
down to this striking rock
formation, while further on
the Giant Staircase — steps
hewn out of the rock face —
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curls around its eastern side.
Beyond the Staircase is the
Leura Forest, which is a warm
temperate rainforest.

On the western side of
town the world’s first glass-
floor Skyway, 270 m (885 ft)
above the valley floor, departs
regularly. The Scenic Skyway
traverses 205 m (670 ft) above
the mountains, while the
Scenic Railway offers a nerve-
wracking plummet down a
mountain gorge. Reputed to
be the steepest rail track in
the world, it was originally
built in the 1880s to transport
miners down to the valley’s
rich coal deposits.

Blackheath

Fii 4, 100. [l Govetts Leap Rd. Tel
(02) 4787 8877.

Blackheath is a small village
that offers a quieter prospect
than many of the busy moun-
tain towns further east. The
excellent standard of restau-
rants and accommodation
available in the town often
induces visitors to stay one
or two nights here, rather
than make the return to
Sydney the same day. But the
real draw of this area is the
chance to explore the mist-
enshrouded rifts and ravines
of the beautiful Grose Valley.

The best place to start is the
Heritage Centre, 3 km (2 miles)
from Blackheath along
Govetts Leap Road. Displays
document the geological,
Aboriginal and European his-
tories of the region and local
flora and fauna, while park
officers are available to offer
advice on the best walks in
the area. Govetts Leap, with
its heady views across Grose
Valley, provides a point of
orientation and is the starting
place for a number of tracks.
A clifftop track leads off in a
southerly direction past Bridal
Falls, the highest waterfalls
in the Blue Mountains, and
through stretches of exposed
mountain heathland.

A steep and arduous 8-hour
return trek into the valley
leads to Blue Gum Forest.
Walk through the dense
covered forest with towering
blue gum, Eucalyptus trees.
The Grand Canyon is a
destination only for the fit —
this 5-hour walk, through

Eroded gorge in Grose Valley, near the town of Blackheath

deep gorges and sandstone
canyons, sheds some light
on the geological mysteries
of the mountains.

&4 Jenolan Caves

Jenolan Caves Rd. Tel (02) 6359 3307.
[ 9am-5pm daily. 77 [ to small
section of Orient and Chifley caves.
Www jenolancaves.org.au

The Jenolan Caves lie south-
west of the mountain range.
The Great Western Highway
passes the grand old hotels
of Mount Victoria before a
south turn is taken at Hartley,
the centre of the first grazing
region established by Blaxland,
Lawson and Wentworth from
1815 onwards. The southern
stretch of the road, cutting
across the escarpment of
Kanimbla Valley, is one of the

Limestone formations in the
Jenolan Caves

most scenic in the mountains.
The Jenolan Caves were first
discovered in 1838 and are
remarkable for their complex-
ity and accessibility. More than
300 subterranean chambers
were formed in a limestone
belt that was deposited more
than 300 million years ago.
The nine caves open to the
public have a variety of
delicate limestone formations,
pools and rivers, including the
ominously named Styx River.

¥ Mount Tomah Botanic
Gardens

Bells Line of Road. Tel (02) 4567
2154. [[] Mar-Sep: 10am—4pm daily,
Oct-Feb: 10am-5pm daily.

25 Dec. I

Mount Tomah lies along the
Bells Line of Road, a quiet but
increasingly popular route
with tourists to the area.

Tomah takes its name from
an indigneous word for “fern”.
The Botanic Gardens were set
up as an annex to Sydney’s
Royal Botanic Gardens (see
pp106-7) in order to house
species that would not survive
the coastal conditions. Of
special interest are the south-
ern hemisphere plants which
developed in isolation once
Australia broke away from
Gondwanaland (see p23).

The overall layout of the
gardens is a feat of engineer-
ing, and the views across
Grose Valley are breathtaking.
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A Tour of the Hunter Valley @

The first commercial vineyards in Australia were
established on the fertile flats of the Hunter River
in the 1830s. Originally a specialist area for fortified
wines, Tyrell’s helped shift the focus towards new,
high-quality modern wines. February and March are
busy months with the Harvest Festival taking place
from March to May and the Jazz in the Vines festival
in October. With beautiful scenery and 74 wineries,
mostly open daily, the Hunter Valley is one of the Lake's Folly ®
top tourist destinations in New South Wales. Max Lake started this vineyard
in the 1960s, successfully growing
Cabernet Sauvignon grapes in
Rothbury Estate @ the Hunter Valley for the first
Cask Hall was the vision time since the 1900s.
of the late wine writer Len
Evans. The vineyard’s ©

wines are now F ——3
world famous, ’/{/1 .._\
as are its (0)"

concerts. -i[’

SINGLETON

N
g \
Tyrrells’ Vineyards ® 3 \|
The Tyrrell family has been — §
making wine here since 1858. ';‘E\:g Wd
An outdoor tasting area § o — J
gives views over
the vineyards.
SSBROKE y©

=7
Brokenwood ®

The first vintage was N
picked here in 1973,
and this winery has Pokolbin Nukalba e

attracted a loyal @
D Connors Road

following ever since.
—

/

Tamburlaine @
A small private
producer — wines are
available only from Mount View Road Cessnock n
the winery or through &

winery membership. "\(

Lindemans o
This is one of the best- untme g‘\
known wineries in the \o

Hunter Valley, producing
legendary Semillon and
Shiraz wines. L,

.'4

/5YD\/L')

McWilliams Mount Pleasant
Winery ®

Phil Ryan, the legendary
winemaker, ran this winery for
many years. It is home to the
Mount Pleasant Elizabeth
Semillon, one of Australia’s best
quality white wines.

Petersons Winery
This small family
winery is known for its
unique experimentation
with champagne-style
wine production in the

Hunter Valley.

For additional map symbols see back flap



Rothbury ©

An early morning cham-
pagne breakfast and hot-air
balloon flight over the
Hunter Valley from this town
are a luxurious way to start
a day touring the wineries.

The Hunter Valley Wine
Society @

This group organizes wine
tastings from many local
vineyards and offers excellent
advice for the novice. Shiraz
and Semillon are the two
most recognizable Hunter
Valley styles.

0 kilometres 5
——

0 miles

KEY

THE BLUE MOUNTAINS

E= Tour route

~ Other road

Sz Viewpoint

TIPS FOR DRIVERS

Tour length: 60 km (37 miles).
While there are no limits on the
numbers of wineries that can be
visited, three or four in one day
will give time to taste and discuss
the wines leisurely. Don't forget
Australia’s strict drink-driving
laws (see p589).

Starting point: Cessnock is the
gateway to the Hunter Valley and
is home to its major visitors’
centre.

Stopping-off points: Apart
from the picnic areas and
restaurants at the wineries,
Pokolbin has plenty of cafés, a
general store and a bush picnic
area. The Mount Bright lookout
gives a panoramic view over the
region.
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Panoramic mountain view from Barrington Tops

Barrington Tops
World Heritage
Area @

] Gloucester. [l 27 Denison St,
Gloucester (02) 6558 1408. [[] daily.
www.gloucester.org.au

Flanking the north of the
Hunter Valley is the mountain
range known as the
Barringtons. One of the high-
est points in Australia, its high
country, the “Barrington Tops”,
reaches 1,550 m (5,080 ft), and
light snow is common in
winter. The rugged mountains,
cool-climate rainforest, gorges,
cliffs and waterfalls make
Barrington Tops a paradise
for hikers, campers, bird-
watchers and climbers. Its
280,000 ha (690,000 acres)

of forest, with 1,000-year-old
trees, are protected by
the Barrington Tops
National Park. The
rainforest was
declared a World
Heritage Area in 1986
and a Wilderness Area
in 1996 as part of the
Central Eastern Rain-
forest Reserves (see
Pp26-7).

Barrington Tops has
been a favourite
weekend escape for Sydney-
siders for more than 100 years.
Tourist operators organize
environmentally friendly 4WD
trips into the heart of the wild
forests, with camping along
the Allyn River, hiking trails at
Telegherry and Jerusalem
Creek and swimming in the
rock pool at Lady’s Well.

Barrington Tops is best
reached through Dungog or
from Gloucester.

Spinning wheel
from the Armidale Oxley Wild Rivers

Folk Museum

Armidale @
T 22,000. [ [E] E] B2 1 82

Marsh St 1800 627 736. [ ] daily.
www.armidaletourism.com.au

Lying in the heart of the New
England Tablelands, Armidale
is a sophisticated university
city surrounded by some of
the state’s most magnificent
national parks, while concerts,
plays, films and lectures fill its
many theatres, pubs and
university halls.

Some 35 buildings in
Armidale are classified by the
National Trust, testament to
the land booms of the 19th
century, including the town
hall, courthouse and St Peter’s
Anglican Cathedral. The New
England Regional Art
Museum holds the A$20
million Howard
Hinton and
Chandler Coventry
collections, with
many works by
Australian artists,
including Tom
Roberts and Norman
Lindsay (see p34). To

the east of Armidale

is the 90-ha (220-acre)

National Park, con-
taining the 220-m
(720-ft) high Wollomombi
Gorge, one of the highest
waterfalls in Australia.

M New England Regional
Art Museum

Kentucky St. Tel (02) 6772 5255.
D 10am-5pm Tue-Sun.

1 Jan, Good Fri, 25 Dec. [
¥ Oxley Wild Rivers
National Park

145 Miller St, Armidale. Tel (02)
6738 9100. D Mon-—Fri. limited.
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Gibraltar Range
National Park @

Gwydir Hwy. Tel (02) 6732 5133.
[ daily. 7 only for camping and
facilities. [ www.
nationalparks.nsw.gov.au

Situated 70 km (43 miles)
east of Glen Innes,

Gibraltar Range National Park
is known for its giant rocky
tors towering 1,200 m (4,000 ft)
above sea level, surrounded
by heath and swamp land.
The area is at its most beautiful
in the summer, when wild-
flowers such as waratahs and
Christmas bells bloom. The
park also has good walking
trails and camping facilities.

Gibraltar Range National
Park is linked to Washpool
National Park by a 40-km (25-
mile) World Heritage walk.
Washpool has visitor facilities
at Coombadjha Creek but
wilderness walking is its
main feature.

Glen Innes and its surround-
ing villages of Glencoe, Ben
Lomond and Shannon Vale
are known as Australia’s
“Celtic Country”. Settled by
Scottish, Welsh, Irish and Corn-
ish immigrants in 1852, the

Wilderness stream in Gibraltar Range National Park

area’s heritage is celebrated
by the annual Australian
Celtic Festival (see p42). The
town’s Standing Stones are a
traditional monument to all
Celtic settlers.

Sapphire mining remains a
major industry. Public digging,
known as “fossicking”, for
sapphires, topaz, garnet and
beryl is still possible near the
mining villages of Emmaville
and Torrington. Glen Innes
hosts a gem and mineral fair
in September each year.

Tenterfield @

I 3.500. X B = H57

Rouse St (02) 6736 1082.

The rural town of Tenter-
field, to the north of the New
England
Tablelands,
occupies a
special place in
Australian history.
Often described
as the “Birthplace
of Our Nation”, it
was at the town’s
School of Arts
building on 24 October 1889
that local politician and
towering figure of 19th-century

Plaque celebrating
Henry Parkes’ speech

Tenterfield's School of Arts building

N e

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp482-3 and pp528-31

Australian politics, Sir Henry
Parkes, made his historic
“One Nation” speech. The
address explained his vision
of all the colonies in Australia
uniting to form one country.
Parkes’ Tenterfield address
led to a popular movement of
support, resulting in Australian
Federation on 1 January 1901
(see p56). The School of Arts
was the first building to be
acquired by the New South
Wales National Trust because
of its political and historic
importance.

Other historic buildings in
this small town include the
Victorian mansion Stannum
House, the bluestone saddlers’
shop (made famous in the
song “Tenterfield Saddler”),
and the restored courthouse
with its glass ceiling.

Also not to
be missed are
Bald Rock and
Boonoo Boonoo,
which are about
40 km (25 miles)
north of Tenter-
field. Bald Rock
is the second
biggest monolith
in Australia after Uluru (see
pp286-9) and the largest
exposed granite rock, dating
back to the Lower Triassic
period which was over 200
million years ago. It is 750 m
(2,460 ft) long and approxi-
mately 200 m (650 ft) high. It
offers magnificent views of
volcanic ranges to the east,
Girraween National Park in
Queensland to the north and
Mount McKenzie to the south.
Boonoo Boonoo Falls
cascade 210 m (690 fv) into
the gorge below, ideal for
swimming, and surrounded
by rainforest bathed in
moisture from the falls.
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Inverell ®
T 71,000. ] [E] 22 H water

Towers Complex, Campbell St (02) 6728
8161. www.inverell-online.com.au

Inverell is known as “Sapphire
City” because so many of the
world’s sapphires are mined
in the area. Many of the
buildings in the main street
were built during the 1880s
mining boom and are well
preserved. The Inverell
Pioneer Village features build-
ings gathered from around
the district and relocated to
create this tourist theme town.
Just south of Inverell lies
the mighty Copeton Dam.
Whitewater rafting below the
dam on the wild Gwydir River
is an exhilarating experience.

& Inverell Pioneer Village
Tingha Rd, Inverell. Tel (02) 6722
1717. (] 10am—4pm Tue-Sun.
Good Fri, 25 Dec. I

Tamworth ®
I 36.000. [ [E] [E] B2 H onr

Murray & Peel sts (02) 6755 4300.
www.tamworth.nsw.gov.au

Tamworth is a thriving rural
city, located at the centre of
fertile agricultural plains.
Yet despite its 150-year
history, fine old build-
ings and claim to fame
as the first Australian
city with electric street
lighting, it remains best
known as Australia’s
country music capital.
Every January, thousands
of country music fans and
performers flock here for
the ten-day Country
Music Festival,
which includes
country music, blue
grass, busking,

Tamworth Information Centre, fronted by a huge golden guitar

bush ballads, harmonica
playing and the Golden Guitar
Awards (see p41). Reflecting
the city’s main interest there
is the Tamworth Information
Centre built in the shape of a
horizontal guitar, the Country
Music Gallery of Stars, where
Australia’s country music
greats are immortalized in wax,
the Roll of Renown dedicated
to musicians who have made
a major contribution to the in-
dustry and the Country Music
Hands of Fame cornerstone.
Tamworth’s other source of
fame is as the equestrian centre
of Australia. The Quarter Horse
Association and Appaloosa
Association are based here,
and rodeos and show-
jumping events are held here.

Mudgee ®

A 8.500. [F] [F] Lithgow.
ﬂ 84 Market St (02) 6372 1020.
www.mudgee.org

Mudgee is a magnificent old
rural town with gardens and
grand buildings, many of
which are protected by the
National Trust.

Situated on the banks of the
Cudgegong River, the town
was first settled by William
Lawson, who discovered

its good grazing country
in 1821. The settlement
was surveyed and
planned in 1824 by
Robert Hoddle. The design
was so successful that he
copied Mudgee’s grid layout
14 years later for the city of
Melbourne (see pp382-3).
Historic buildings not to be
missed include the Regent
Theatre on Church
Street, the many
churches, banks
and civic buildings
on Market Street,

Mudgee region

the railway station and the
restored West End Hotel that
now houses the excellent
Colonial Inn Museum.
Mudgee is also famous for
its surrounding wineries and
the Mudgee Wine Festival held
each September (see p40).
From the surrounding count-
ryside come local gourmet
foods such as yabbies, trout,
lamb, peaches and asparagus.

Environs
During the 1850s and 1860s,
gold was discovered to the
south of Mudgee, bringing
thousands of hopeful prospec-
tors to the region (see
pb54-5). The villages of Hill
End, Hargraves, Windeyer and
Sofala once had populations
of more than 20,000 each, but
became ghost towns once the
boom was over. Hill End is
the most famous of these and
is now classed as a Living
Historic Site with almost all of
its buildings dating back to
the 1870s. The creeks of Wind-
eyer continued to yield
alluvial gold until the 1930s.
Panning for gold in the river
is a popular tourist activity.
One of Australia’s most
famous writers, Henry Lawson,
hailed from the region (see
p35), and Gulgong, a quaint
gold rush village famous for
being depicted on the original
A$10 note, contains the Henry
Lawson Centre.

T Henry Lawson Centre

147 Mayne St, Gulgong. Tel (02)
6374 2049. D 10am-3:30pm
Wed-Sat, 10am-1pm Sun-Tue.
Good Fri, 25 Dec. I
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The northern New South Wales coastline is known for
its mix of natural beauty, mild climate and good
resorts. Australia’s most easterly mainland point, Byron
Bay, is an attractive, up-market resort which is enhanced
by its unspoiled landscape and outstanding beaches.
Elsewhere, clean and isolated beaches directly abut
rainforest, with some national parks and reserves
holding World Heritage status (see pp26-7). Sugar
cane and bananas are commonly grown in the region.

Moonee Beach ®
=

A creek meandering through
bush country to the ocean
offers perfect opportunities
for safe swimming, picnics
and camping.

Red Cliff Beach @

4]

Adjacent to the beautiful
Yuraygir National Park, Red
Cliff is one of several sandy,
isolated beaches in the
immediate vicinity.

Urunga ®
ERBA

Two rivers, the Bellingen and

the Kalang, reach the ocean in
this picturesque beach resort.

Its safe waters make it a

particularly popular holiday
site for families.

Third Headland Beach @

2] ¢

Like its neighbour Hungry
Head Beach, 5 km (3 miles)
north, Third Headland is a
popular surfing beach with
strong waves hitting the
headland cliffs.

Grafton is a quaint 19th-century
rural town, with elegant streets
and riverside walks. The town is
best known for its abundance of
Jacaranda trees, whose striking
purple blooms are celebrated in a
Sestival each October (see p4l).

% Crowdy Bay @
= [ 4]

Part of a national park, Crowdy

here. Coarse-fishing is a popular
activity from the sea’s edge.

Bay’s lagoons, forests and swamps
are abundant with native wildlife

Northern New South Wales Coastline

Coffs Harbour is one of the
most popular tourist destina-
tions in New South Wales.

Surrounded by excellent

beaches, there is also an
attractive man-made bharbour
and a range of top-quality
tourist facilities.

Arakoon ®
2ERa
This picturesque headland is

‘
part of a state recreation area.

Nearby is Trial Bay Gaol, a d

progressive 19th-century h
" 9 Dorri:
prison that re-opened during M

World War I to house prisoners
of war from various countries.

\
N\
B!

NEWCASTLE
SYDNEY

Key to symbols see back flap
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Mount Warning X BRISBANE
Natlorlzﬂ}rk sMurwillumbah
Bo N

Rang 0 km 20
National e
Park ]
0 miles 20

% Tallows Beach (D
£ 53 1 [
This is one of the
many beaches in the
vicinity of Byron
- 4 Bay, Australia’s most
easterly town. The
o area is known for its
relaxed, cosmopoli-
tan atmosphere.

*Ballina

lllﬂgrk * Yamba @
' 4]
This traditional 19th-
century fishing village
has now become
increasingly popular
for its fine beaches.
Fishing is still a major
activity, for both

] professional and
amateur anglers.

®

Coffs Harbour

LOCATOR MAP

% Woody Bay Beach @

£ 63 K1 ()

This area is extremely popular
with hikers, campers and
caravaners. Nearby, at Iluka,
is New South Wales’s largest
stretch of coastal rainforest.

% Nambucca Heads

aafl/ @ ERDOBME
® Sandy beaches stretch for miles

along this region. The town is a
popular resort and stopping-off
point for those people travelling
between Sydney and Brisbane.

Coral Sea

% Crescent Head
BRA

| This small resort benefits from
a quiet, calm beach safe for
swimming and a surfing beach
behind the headland. Nearby is
an attractive nature reserve.

t Héad
onal Park

’/ chop

L~
% Port Macquarie @)
2 4]
Established as a penal
settlement in 1821, the port
only became successful in
the 1970s. Its fine climate

Mount Warning, an extinct
volcano which last erupted 20
million years ago, is the first
place on the mainland to catch
the morning sun. A track ascends
1,150 m (3,775 ft) to the summit.

KEY

== Highway

== Major road

- Minor road

— River

e Viewpoint

makes it a popular resort.
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West of the Divide

In stark contrast to the lush green of the Blue
Mountains and the blue waters of the New South Wales
coastline, the western region of the state is archetypal
of Australia’s Outback. This dusty, dry landscape,
parched by the sun, is an understandably remote area,
dotted with a few mining towns and national parks.
Dubbo and Wagga Wagga are the main frontier towns,
but anything beyond is commonly referred to as “Back

o’ Bourke” and ventured into by only

the most deter-

mined of tourists. Even the most adventurous

should avoid the area in high summer.
Cunnamulla |

Barringun

o )
Tibooburra
. o o]

‘Nocoleche
‘Nature Reserve

! X Gundabooka
White Cliffs ., National Park O
Mootwingee “n%
National Park ¢, o)
©° Cobar,

WorldHerigeAreq_ Q Parke

0 miles

Dubbo ®
i 39.500. X Bl E] 22 H onr

Newell Hwy & Macquarie St
(02) 6801 4450.
www.dubbotourism.com.au

Dubbo is located at the
geographical heart of
the state and is the regional
capital of western New South
Wales. The area was first noted
for its rich agricultural poten-
tial in 1817 by explorer John
Oxley, sited as it is on the
banks of the Macquarie River.
The city has since grown into
a rural centre producing $45
million worth of food and
agricultural goods annually.
Dubbo also has a strong
colonial history and period
architecture. Among the more
interesting buildings are the
1876 Dubbo Museum, with its
ornate ceilings and cedar stair-
case, the 1890 Italianate court-
house and the 1884 Macquarie
Chambers, with their Tuscan
columns and terracotta tiles.
At the Old Dubbo Gaol,
visitors can hear the tragic

BOURKEDE

a Lakes 3 Mungo National
\O.

St George f

story of Jacky Underwood, an
Aborigine hung for his part in
the Breelong massacre of
1900, when eleven white
settlers were killed. Dubbo
magistrate Rolf Boldrewood
drew on the characters of the
gaol’s inmates to write the
classic novel Robbery Under
Arms (see p34).

The most popular sight in
Dubbo is the Western Plains

Rhinoceros in Western Plains Zoo

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp482-3 and pp528-31

LOCATOR MAP
B West of the Divide

[7] The Blue Mountains
pp164-79

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

. Bourke @

Broken Hill @

Dubbo @

Lightning Ridge @

Wagga Wagga @
Willandra National Park @
KEY

== Major road

Minor road

Track

= Main railway

Regional border

Zoo, 5 km (3 miles) from the
town. The zoo’s emphasis is
on breeding endangered
species. Visitors can see over
1,000 animals living freely.

&% Old Dubbo Gaol
Macquarie St. Tel (02) 6801 4460.
[] 9am-4:30pm daily. @] Good
Fri, Dec 25. 12

¥4, Western Plains Zoo

Obley Rd. Tel (02) 6882 5888.

[ 9am-5pm daily. 23 [ B
Lightning Ridge ®

IR 5,000. ] [E] H Morilla St

(02) 6829 1670.

Lightning Ridge is a small
mining village and home of
the treasured black opal — a
rare dark opal shot with red,
blue and green. Gem enthusi-
asts from around the world
come to try their luck on the
opal fields. The town is also
famous for its hearty welcome
to visitors, unusual within
mining communities, and its
mine tours, plethora of opal
shops and hot bore spas.
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Bourke ®
i 3,000. [ [E]

ﬂ 24 Anson St (02) 6872 1222.
www.visitbourke.com

Situated on the Darling River,
part of Australia’s longest
river system, Bourke is a
colourful town that was once
the centre of the world’s wool
industry. It still produces
25,000 bales per year.
Bourke’s heyday is evident
in the colonial buildings and
the old weir, wharf, lock and
lift-up span bridge which
recall the days of the paddle-
steamer trade to Victoria
(see p431). The town’s
cemetery tells something of
Bourke’s history: Afghan
camel drivers who brought
the animal to Australia from
the Middle East in the 19th
century are buried here.

Broken Hill ®
T 21,000. [ 2] [E] B2 H onr

Blende and Bromide sts (08) 8088
9700. www.visitbrokenhill.com.au

The unofficial centre of
Outback New South Wales,
Broken Hill is a mining city
perched on the edge of the
deserts of inland Australia. The
town was established in 1883,
when vast deposits of zinc,
lead and silver were discov-
ered in a 7-km (4-mile) long
“Line of Lode” by the then-
fledgling company, Broken
Hill Pty Ltd. Broken Hill has
since grown into a major town
and BHP has become Austra-
lia’s biggest corporation.
Broken Hill's now declining
mining industry is still evident;
slag heaps are piled up, there

Lake Mungo is an area of
great archaeological signifi-
cance. For 40,000 years, it
was a 10-m (33-ft) deep lake,
around which Aborigines
lived. The lake then dried
up, leaving its eastern rim

as a wind-blown sand ridge
known as the Walls of China.

an Aboriginal skeleton known
as Mungo Man. Lake Mungo
has been protected as part
of the Willandra Lakes World
Heritage Area since 1981
(see pp26-7).

MUNGO WORLD HERITAGE AREA

Its age was determined in the
1960s when winds uncovered

Walls of China sand ridges

are more pubs per head than
any other city in the state and
streets are named after metals.
Surprisingly, Broken Hill also
has more than 20 art galleries
featuring desert artists. The city
is also the base of the Royal
Flying Doctor Service (see
p257) and School of the Air.
To the northwest of Broken
Hill is Silverton, once a thriv-
ing silver mining community
and now a ghost town. It is
popular as a location for
films, such as Mad Max and
Priscilla, Queen of the Deserl.

Willandra National
Park ®

ﬂ 200 Yambil St, Griffith (02) 6966
8100. [] daily. [@) in wet weather.
17 A to homestead.
www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au

Willandra National Park, on
the edge of a riverine plain,
has significant wildlife and
historic values. The park
covers part of the once

Historic pub in the ghost town of Silverton, near Broken Hill

prosperous Willandra Sheep
Station and contains the home-
stead and shearing complexes
of the former station. The
homestead overlooks peaceful
Willandra Creek, where grass-
lands and creek beds are
home to kangaroos, emus and
ground-nesting birds.

Wagga Wagga ©
i) 57,000. (%] [2]

ﬂ Tarcutta St, 1300 100 122.
www.tourismwaggawagga.com.au

Named by its original
inhabitants, the Widadjuri
people, as “a place of many
crows”, Wagga Wagga has
grown into a large, modern
city serving the surrounding
farming community. It has
won many accolades for its
wines and the abundance of
gardens has earned it the title
of “Garden City of the South”.
The large Botanic Gardens
and the Wagga Historical
Museum are well worth a
visit. The Widadjuri track is
a popular walk along the
Murrumbidgee River banks.

Environs

The gentle town of Gundagai,
nestling beneath Mount
Parnassus on the banks of the
Murrumbidgee River, has
been immortalized in the
bush ballad “Along the Road
to Gundagai”. More tragic is
Gundagai’s place in history as
the site of Australia’s greatest
natural disaster when floods
swept away the town in 1852.
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AND SNOWY

THE SOUTH COAST

MOUNTAINS

Ever since European settlers
crossed the Blue Mountains in
1812 (see p172), the south-
ern plains of New South [
Wales around Goulburn, %
Yass and Albury have been | pol
prime agricultural land. Yet *~ "
the wilderness of the Snowy Moun-
tains to the east and the steep escarp-
ment which runs the length of the
beautiful South and Sapphire coasts,
from Wollongong to the Victoria bor-
der, has never been completely tamed.
Today, the splendour of southern New
South Wales is protected by a number
of large national parks.

The great Snowy Mountains offer
alpine scenery at its best. In summer,
the wildflower-scattered meadows,
deep gorges and cascading mountain
creeks seem to stretch endlessly into
the distance; in winter, the jagged
snow-capped peaks and twisted snow
gums turn this summer walking

AN

Snowy Mountains landscape in autumn

e, A

%;‘J\’.. i
oo
.

Ithough the busiest highway in Australia runs through southern

New South Wales, the area remains one of the most beautiful in

the country. Its landscape includes the Snowy Mountains, the

surf beaches of the far south, the bistoric Southern Highland villages
and the farming towns of the Murray and Murrumbidgee plains.

paradise into a playground for
~., 1 keen downhill and cross-
-, country skiers.
% The area also has a long
| and colourful cultural heri-
| tage: Aboriginal tribes, gold
~ diggers and mountain cat-
. tlemen have all left their
‘) mark here. During the 1950s
“ and 1960s, the region became
the birthplace of multicultural Aus-
tralia, as thousands of European immi-
grants came to work on the Snowy
Mountains Scheme, an engineering
feat which diverted the flow of several
rivers to provide hydroelectricity and
irrigation for southeastern Australia.
But southern New South Wales is
more than just landscapes; civilization
is never far away. There are excellent
restaurants and hotels along the coast,
Wollongong is an industrial city and
the gracious towns of the Southern
Highlands offer historic attractions.

<] Red rocks and blue waters of the Sapphire Coast at Merimbula Wharf
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Exploring the South Coast
and Snowy Mountains

The Great Dividing Range, which runs from the Blue
Mountains (see pp170-73) down to the Snowy
Mountains and into Victoria, divides the region into
three areas. There is the coastal strip, a zone of
beautiful beaches, which starts at Wollongong and !
runs south for 500 km (310 miles) to Eden, hemmed : 5 e

in by the rising mountain range to its west. On the Waterfall in the beautiful Morton
range lie the Southern Highlands, Mount Kosciuszko  National Park

and the Snowy Mountains. West of the range are the

farming plains of the Murrumbidgee River.

Hy,
T & i
Yass

Wagga Wagga

y AUSTRALIAN
=AW Kosczluszleo CNPFTAL)

National § | ERRIFORY
y - Park (ACT)
Golden inlet at Ben Boyd National Park, on Bimbe?;f;,’f, L £
the southern tip of New South Wales Yarrango

Namadgi

Tumbarumba National

GETTING AROUND
A car is essential to do full \ s
justice to this region, with the iRl
Hume Hwy providing excellent National Park
access to the Southern v r SNOW y
Highlands and the western -— N

; Alb OUNTAINS
farming towns. Wollongong and L8/ M
the southern beaches are linked ! Lake Jindabyne
from Sydney to the Victoria o O 2 LBl B0t
border by the coastal Princess Mount oM ko of o !
Hwy. From Canberra, the 2228m  © Thredbo
Monaro Hwy is the best route !
to the Snowy Mountains. From
Bega to the east or Gundagai ;
and Tumut in the west, take the / S22, N
Snowy Mountains Hwy. A train Q
service between Sydney and ! &Qa

t,}Dal.gety

- Nimmitabel

Canberra stops at the Southern
Highlands and Hume Hwy
towns, while the coastal resorts
are serviced by buses from
both Sydney and Melbourne. Rocktor

Delegate
5 g

SEE ALSO

* Where to Stay pp484-5 0 kilometres 25
——
0 miles 25

* Where to Eat pp531-2

For additional map symbols see back flap
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SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Cooma and the Snowy
Mountains @

Goulburn @

Morton National Park @

Royal National Park @

The Southern Highlands @

Wollongong @
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Royal National
Park @

E] Loftus, then tram to Audley (Sun
public hols only). 3 Bundeena from
Cronulla. [l Sir Bertram Stevens
Drive, Audley (02) 9542 0648. 17
www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au

Designated a national park in
1879, the “Royal” is the oldest
national park in Australia and
the oldest in the world after
Yellowstone in the USA. It
covers 16,500 ha (37,000 acres)
of spectacular landscape.

To the east, waves from the
Pacific Ocean have undercut
the sandstone and produced
coastal cliffs, interspersed by
creeks, waterfalls, lagoons and
beaches. Sea eagles and terns
nest in caves at the Curracur-
rang Rocks. Heath vegetation
on the plateau merges with
woodlands on the upper
slopes and rainforest in the
gorges. The park is ideal for
bushwalking, swimming and
bird-watching.

Wollongong @

I 280,000. 2] [E] B2
H 93 Crown St (02) 4227 5545.
www . tourismwollongong.com.au

The third largest city in

the state, Wollongong

is situated on a coastline of
beautiful surf beaches. Mount
Kembla and Mount Keira

provide a backdrop to the city.
Originally a coal and steel
industrial city — the BHP steel
mill at Port Kembla is still a
major employer —
Wollongong is fast building a

centre. Northbeach is the
most famous of its 17 surf
beaches. Flagstaff Point,
with its lighthouse, boat
harbour, beach views and
seafood restaurants, is
popular with visitors.
Fresh seafood is also on
offer at the fish market
in Wollongong harbour.
The city boasts
Australia’s largest
regional art gallery, and
the Nan Tien Temple,
the largest Buddhist
temple in the southern
hemisphere, built for Sydney’s
Chinese community.

The Southern
Highlands ©

=

reputation as a leisure P

Figure in Nan
Tien Temple

[] Bowral, Moss Vale,
Mittagong, Bundanoon. [l 62-70
Main St, Mittagong (02) 4871 2888.
www.southern-highlands.com.au

Quaint villages, country
guesthouses, homesteads and
beautiful gardens are scat-
tered across the lush land-
scape of the Southern
Highlands. The region has
been a summer retreat for
Sydneysiders for almost 100
years. Villages such as Bowral,

Moss Vale, Berrima and
Bundanoon are also ideal
places in the winter for pot-
tering around antiques shops,
dining on hearty soups,
sitting by open fires and

|\ taking bush walks and

country drives. The

renowned for their blaze
of colours in the spring
and autumn. The Corbett
Gardens at Bowral are a

showpiece during its

Tulip Festival (see p40).
Bowral is also home to
the Bradman Museum,
where a fascinating
collection of photos
and cricketing memo-
rabilia commemorates
the town’s famous son,
cricketer Sir Donald Bradman.
Bradman is said to have first
showed signs of greatness as
a child, hitting a golf ball
against a water tank stand with
a stump-wide strip of wood.

Visiting the village of
Berrima is like stepping back
in time. The settlement, now
home to an abundance of
antiques and craft shops,
is one of the most unspoilt
examples of a small Australian
town of the 1830s.

Popular walks in the area
include Mount Gibraltar,
Carrington Falls, the magnifi-
cent Fitzroy Falls at the north-
ern tip of Morton National
Park and the majestic
Kangaroo Valley. The five
Wombeyan Caves, west of the

Fishing boats moored along Wollongong Harbour

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp484-5 and pp531-2
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Impressive peak of Pigeon House in Morton National Park

town of Mittagong, form an
imposing underground lime-
stone cathedral.

M Bradman Museum
St Jude St, Bowral. Tel (02) 4862
1247. ] 10am-5pm daily. [@] 25

pec A0

Sandstone house in Goulburn

Goulburn @

1R 24,500. ] =] = H 207

Sloane St (02) 4823 4492.

Goulburn is at the heart of
the Southern Tablelands, with
its rich pastoral heritage.
Proclaimed in 1863, the town’s
19th-century buildings, such
as the courthouse, post office
and railway station, are
testament to the continuing
prosperity of the district.

The Big Merino, a giant,
hollow concrete sheep, marks
Goulburn as the “fine wool
capital of the world”.

Environs

The town of Yass is known for
its fine wool and cool-climate
wines. Worth a visit is the
historic Cooma Cottage, now
owned by the National Trust.
It was once the home of
Australian explorer Hamilton
Hume, between 1839 and 1873.

Morton National
Park ©

1 Bundanoon. B3 Fitzroy Falls.
ﬂ Fitzroy Falls (02) 4422 2346.

Morton National Park stretches
along the rugged hinterland
from north of the Shaolhavern
Valley to the Ulladulla area.
Fitzroy Falls are at the
northern end of the park. At
Bundanoon, magnificent sand-
stone country can be explored.
To the south, views of the
coastline and Budawang wild-
erness can be found at Little
Forest Plateau and the top of
Pigeon House Mountain.

Cooma and

the Snowy
Mountains @

I 8,000. [X] [=] B2 H 779 Sharp

St (02) 6450 1742, 1800 636 525.
WWW.visitcooma.com.au

Colourful Cooma has a rich
history as a cattle, engi-
neering and ski town. During
the construction of the Snowy

Mountains Scheme (see p183),
Cooma was also the weekend
base for the thousands of
immigrants working up in the
mountains during the week.
Stories surviving from this era
include tales of frontier-like
shootouts in the main street,
interracial romances and bush
mountain feats. However,
Cooma is now a sleepy rural
town that acts as the gateway
to the Snowy Mountains and
the southern ski slopes.

The modern resort town of
Jindabyne on Lake Jindabyne
is home to the Kosciuszko
National Park information
centre, a myriad of ski shops
and lodges, and plenty of
nightlife. The two major ski
resorts are Thredbo Village
along the Alpine Way and the
twin resort of Perisher Blue,
linked by the ski tube train to
Lake Crackenback and the
Blue Cow ski fields. Take the
chairlift from Thredbo in sum-
mer to walk to the summit of
Australia’s highest mountain,
Mount Kosciuszko (see p160),
or simply to stroll among the
wildflowers and snow gums
in the alpine meadows.
Another recommended walk
is to Blue Lake and the Cas-
cades from Dead Horse Gap.
Lake Eucumbene and the
Thredbo and Eucumbene
rivers offer excellent fly-fishing.

Environs

The ghost settlement of
Kiandra has a marked historic
walking trail detailing the gold
rush era in the town (see
pb54-5). Nearby is the gentle
ski resort of Mount Selwyn and
the spectacular Yarrangobilly
Caves with their underground
walks set among limestone
stalactites and stalagmites.

Resort town of Jindabyne in the Snowy Mountains
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The South Coast

From Nowra to the border with Victoria, the
south coast of New South Wales is
a magical mix of white sand beaches,
rocky coves and coastal bush covered
with spotted gums and wattles, and
“alive with a variety of birds. The
coastline is rich in Aboriginal sites,
\_ﬁshmg villages and unspoilt beach
settlements. The 400 km (250 miles)
Whale Museum  of coast are divided into three distinct
harpoongun  5reas — the Shoalhaven Coast to the
north, the Eurobodalla (“Land of Many Waters”) Coast
in the centre and the Sapphire Coast in the far south.

Central Tilba is a delightful historic farming village, backed by
the 800-m (2,600-ft) Mount Dromedary. The town itself is famous
Jor its weatherboard cottages and shops, now housing some of the
region’s finest cafés and arts and crafls shops, and. its cheese and
wine. The cheese factory and wineries are all open to visitors.

* Eden @)

=3 ¢ I

local timber industry.

Nowra is the town centre of the beait-
tiful Shoalbaven Coast, near the mouth
of the Shoalbaven River. The name means
“black cockatoo” in the local Aboriginal
language. Nearby are the resorts of Cul-
burra and Shoalbaven Heads, adjacent
to Seven Mile Beach National Park.

0 kilometres 25
———l—,

* Merimbula Beach

The tourist centre of the

Sapphire Coast is famous
for its oysters, deep-sea
fishing and surrounding
white sandy beach.

Set on the deep Twofold Bay,
this was once a whaling
station. It is now the centre
of whale-watching on the
south coast during spring. It
is also a major tuna fishing
town and centre for the

0 miles 25

Ulladulla is a small fishing
village flanked by the dovecote-
shaped peak of Pigeon House
Mountain in the Morton-
Budawang National Park. A
bushwalk offers breathtaking
coastal views.

* Horseshoe Bay Beach,
Bermagui @

Writer Zane Grey
brought fame to this
tiny game fishing
town with his tales of
marlin fishing.

ORBOST J
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Morton
National

Wreck Bay ®
=20

This area, within Jervis Bay
National Park, abounds with
Aboriginal history. The cultural
centre offers walkabout tours
of local bushlife and archae-
ology. Nearby Cave Beach is
one of the region’s most popu-
lar for its secluded location.

Lake Conjola ®

=

This lake, 10 km (6 miles)
north of Ulladulla, is one of
many lakes in the region
popular with canoeists. Camp
sites are also available.

22 ¢ |
Set within Murramarang National Park, this beach is famous for
its tame kangaroos which sometimes venture into the water at
dusk and dawn, and have been seen to “body surf”.

.Il/ * Shoalhaven Heads O
=] ¢

At the mouth of the
Shoalhaven River, this
beach resort is at the
heart of a popular
holiday area. Sailing and
windsurfing on the river
are popular activities
among the locals.

Batemans Bay ®

2A

The Clyde River enters the sea
here, marking the start of the
Eurobodalla coastline with its
rivers, lakes and chain of
heavenly quiet beaches
popular with Canberrans.

Mimosa Rocks

4]

This coastal park, just off the
south coast road, offers excep-
tional bushwalking opportu-
nities and idyllic beaches.
Secluded camp sites, with
minimum facilities, are popular
with families and anglers.

LOCATOR MAP

* Jervis Bay @

=] ¢

This is one of the most
beautiful natural harbours in
Australia, famous for its naval
bases, national park, tiny
settlements of Husskinson and
Vincentia, and some of the
whitest beaches and crystal
clear waters in the world.

Tathra Beach ®

=] ¢

This tiny fishing village and
holiday haven includes a
maritime museum, housed in
a 150-year-old wharf building.

Ben Boyd National Park (2
20

Camping, bushwalks and fine
beaches are all features of this
park. Temperate rainforests
begin to take over the landscape
in the surrounding region. The
ascent to Mount Imlay offers
panoramic views of the coast.

KEY

w= Highway

wm= Major road
Minor road

= River

e Viewpoint
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CANBERRA AND AUSTRALIAN
CAPITAL TERRITORY

ocated within New South Wales, some 300 km (185 miles) southwest of
Sydney, Canberra is Australia’s capital and its political beart-land. The

city was planned in 1908 as the new seat of federal parliament to

end rivalry between Sydney and Melbourne. The surrounding Australian

Capital Territory features bush and mountain terrain.

Canberra was once little more

edge of the Molonglo River. ./
American architect Walter
Burley Griffin won an inter-
national competition to l‘) v
design the city. He envis- .
aged a spacious, low-level,
modern city, with its major buildings
centred on the focal point of Lake
Burley Griffin. Canberra (its name is
based on an Aboriginal word mean-
ing “meeting place”) is a city of con-
tradictions. It consists of more than
just politics, diplomacy and monu-
ments. Lacking the traffic and sky-
scrapers of Australia’s other main
cities, it has a serenity and country
charm suited to strolling around the
lake, bush driving and picnicking.
Canberra is the national capital and
the centre of political and administra-
tive power in Australia, yet it is also a
rural city, ringed by gum trees, with the
occasional kangaroo seen hopping
down its suburban streets. The city holds
the majority of the nation’s political,

T

: e
than a sheep station on the t\-_,

R

1 literary and artistic treasures,
[ . and contains important national
L_‘ institutions such as the High
L\ Court of Australia, the Aus-

i tralian National University

| and the Australian War

J /' Memorial, but it has a popu-
Hl.ﬂﬁ' lation of fewer than 400,000.
‘w1 These contradictions are the
essence of the city’s attraction.
Canberra’s hidden delights include
Manuka’s elegant cafés (see pp533-4),
excellent local wines and sophisticated
restaurants. Special events include the
annual spring flower festival, Floriade,
which turns the north shore of the lake
into a blaze of colour, and the spectac-
ular hot-air ballooning festival in April.
Outside the city lie the region’s natu-
ral attractions. Tidbinbilla Nature
Reserve is home to wild kangaroos,
wallabies, emus, koalas and platypuses.
The Murrumbidgee River is excellent
for canoeing, and the wild Namadgi
National Park has bush camping,
Aboriginal art sites, alpine snow gums
and mountain creeks for trout fishing.

Hot-air ballooning festival over Lake Burley Griffin, near the National Library of Australia

<] The imposing flag-topped Parliament House in Canberra
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Exploring Canberra and ACT

Central Canberra lies around Lake Burley Griffin,
framed by the city’s four hills — Black Mountain and
Mount Ainslie to the north and Capital Hill and Red

Hill to the south. Most of Canberra’s main sights & e
B N
are accessible from the lake. Scattered throughout the &, N oErRa
. 5 »
northern suburbs are other places of interest such as S8 h2
. . . s %
the Australian Institute of Sport. To the south lies the = R |
. TLETE . . 5 s
wilderness and wildlife of Namadgi National Park. ¥
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GETTING AROUND
Many of the sights around Lake Burley Griffin are within walking NEW SOUTH WALES ¢ |
ydney o

distance of each other. The Canberra Day Tours Explorer Bus also

travels between attractions. The city centre’s layout can make
driving difficult, but to explore the bush suburbs a car is

essential as there is no suburban train system. Most of -

the sights in ACT

CANBERRA
AND ACT

are within half an
VICTORIA

hour’s drive of the city.
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The Parliamentary Triangle

Canberra’s major monuments, national buildings and
key attractions are all situated around Lake Burley
Griffin within the Parliamentary Triangle. Designed to
be the focal point of Canberra’s national activities by
the architect Walter Burley Griffin (see p197), the Parlia-
mentary Triangle has Capital Hill at its apex, topped by
Parliament House. Commonwealth Avenue and Kings
Avenue fan out from Capital Hill, cross the lake and
end at Parkes Way. Running at a % Parliament House
right angle from the base Beqne W Completed in 1988, this is
of the triangle is Anzac Parade, ‘ : \‘\'\\ = . _one of the world’s most
A"
¢

which leads to the Australian ... impressive parliamen-
War Memorial (see pp200-1)
and completes the basic
symmetry of Burley
Griffin’s plan.

Capital Hill

Questacon is an action-
packed science and techno-
logy centre with hundreds

of hands-on displays. e K N
Kings Avenue 4

% National Gallery
of Australia

This impressive art gallery
contains an excellent

Old Parliament House collection of

This was the first parliamen-  Australian

tary building in the new colonial and

capital. Built in 1927, it Aboriginal art, as well
remained as the centre of as many significant

Australian politics until 1988. European works @
1t is now open to the public.

The High Court
of Australia is the

STAR SIGHTS highest court of justice
in the country.
% Australian War
Memorial

Blundell’s Cottage

* National Gallery of o )
Built in 1858, this

A li
ustralia is a fine example
% Parliament of an early colonial
House cottage typical of remote

| Jarming life of the time.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp486-7 and pp533-4
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Lake Burley Griffin
This artificial lake was
created by damming the
Molonglo River in 1963.
The water feature was
central to Walter Burley
Griffin’s elegant design
for Canberra.

CANBERRA

Lake Burley ™
Griffin ’

LOCATOR MAP
The National

Library is the
country’s largest
and includes The Captain Cook Memorial
Captain Cook’s Jet in the middle of Lake Commonwealth Park is
original journals. Burley Griffin spurts water to ablaze with colour during
a height of 137 m (450 fo). September and October
when it is home to the city’s
~ annual spring flower festival,
e Floriade (see p41).

Commonwealth
Avenue

- 'J'ﬁl"
: :

'

Church and
Schoolhouse were
built in 1844 and
are two of Canberra’s
oldest buildings.

% Australian War Memorial
The nation’s tribute to its
102,000 war dead is also a
remarkable museum @

The Australian o
American Memorial T .
was given to Australia by the Anzac Parade
United States as a thank you Eleven memorials line the boule- T o
for the Pacific alliance during ~ vard, commemorating Australia’s — o ———
World War II (see pp57-8). war efforts in the 20th century. 0 yards 500
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Exploring the Parliamentary Triangle

Canberra, with its still lake and impressive national
monuments and institutions, can at first glance appear
cold and somewhat forbidding to visitors. But venture
inside the various buildings dotted around Lake Burley
Griffin within the Parliamentary Triangle, and a treasure
trove of architecture, art, history and politics will be
revealed. The lake itself, surrounded by gardens, cycle
paths and outdoor sculptures and memorials, is a
picturesque location for relaxing picnics and leisurely
strolls. Exploring the entire Parliamentary Triangle can
take one or two days. It is, however, more easily
tackled by dividing it into two parts, taking in first the
north and then the south of the lake.

f®# Old Parliament House

King George Terrace, Parkes.

Tel (02) 6270 8222. ] 9am-5pm
daily. (@] 25 Dec. 3 A A B
www.oph.gov.au

Built in 1927 as the first par-
liamentary building in the new
national capital, Old Parliament
House was the centre of
Australian politics for more
than 60 years. It was replaced
by the new Parliament House
in 1988 (see pp198-9).

This building has witnessed
many historic moments: Aus-
tralia’s declaration of war in
1939; news of the bombing of
Australia’s northern shores by
the Japanese in 1942; the
disappearance and presumed
drowning of Prime Minister
Harold Holt in 1967 and the
dismissal of the Whitlam gov-
ernment by Sir John Kerr in
1975 (see pp58-9).

Kings Hall, the old House
of Representatives and Senate
chambers can all be explored.
Visitors can also examine the
hidden peephole in the wall

of the prime minister’s office,
discovered during reno-
vations in 1990. Several
historical exhibitions about
Australia are housed here.
The National Portrait Gallery’s
main collection is held here —
they also have an annexe in
Commonwealth Place.

Blundell’s Cottage

8 Blundell’s Cottage
Wendouree Drive, Parkes. Tel (02)
6272 2900. [] 10am-3pm Sat.
25 Dec. 7 www.nationalcapital.
gov.au

This small sandstone farm-
house was built in 1858 by
the Campbell family, owners

of a large farming property at
Duntroon Station, for their
head ploughman. Tt was later
occupied by bullock driver
George Blundell, his wife,
Flora, and their eight children.
This excellent example of a
colonial cottage conveys the
remoteness of early farming
life. The cottage once looked
out over sheep paddocks, but
these were flooded by Lake
Burley Griftin (see pp194-5).

M National Capital Exhibition
Commonwealth Park.

Tel (02) 6272 2900. [ ] 9am-5pm
daily (4pm Sav). [@) 25 Dec. (A 1
& www.nationalcapital.gov.au
The rotunda housing the
National Capital Exhibition,
north of Lake Burley Griffin
at Regatta Point, is
recommended as a starting
point for any tour of
Canberra. Inside are models,
videos and old photographs
showing the history and
growth of Canberra as the
federal capital of Australia.
These provide an excellent
orientation of the city.

From the windows of the
rotunda is a clear view of
Lake Burley Griffin, the Par-
liamentary Triangle and the
Captain Cook Memorial Jet,
National Carillion and Globe.
The jet fountain and bronze,
copper and enamel globe on
the edge of the lake were part
of the 1970 bicentennial
commemoration of the
claiming of the east coast of
Australia by British navy
officer Captain James Cook in

Neo-Classical facade of Old Parliament House and its impressive forecourt
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1770 (see p46). The elegant
fountain lifts a column of
water 147 m (480 ft) out of
the lake from 11am until 2pm,
provided the weather is not
too windy. The National
Carillion has 55 bronze bells
and there are regular recitals.

f® National Library of
Australia
Parkes Place, Parkes. Tel (02) 6262
1111. [ 9am-9pm Mon-Thu,
9am-5pm Fri-Sun. [@] Good Fri, 25
Dec. [ A & www.nla.gov.au
This five-storey library, consid-
ered to be an icon of 1960s
architecture, is the repository
of Australia’s literary and docu-
mentary heritage. Containing
more than 7 million books, as
well as copies of most news-
papers and magazines
published in Australia,
thousands of tapes,
manuscripts,
prints, maps and
old photo-
graphs, it is the
nation’s largest
library and
leading research
and reference
centre. There are
also historic items in a
rotating display such
as Captain Cook’s orig-
inal journal from his
Endeavour voyages.
The building, designed by
Sydney architect Walter
Bunning (1912-1977) and
completed in 1968, includes
some notable works of art.
Foremost are the modern
stained-glass windows by
Australian architect and artist
Leonard French (1928-),
made of Belgian chunk glass
and depicting the planets.
There are also the Australian
life tapestries by French artist
Mathieu Mategot.

M Questacon - The National
Science and Technology
Centre

Cnr King Edward Terrace & Parkes
Place, Parkes. Tel (02) 6270 2800.
[ 9am-5pm daily. |@) 25 Dec. I3
www.questacon.edu.au

With 200 hands-on exhibits in
six different galleries arranged
around the 27-m (90-ft) high
cylindrical centre of the
building, science need never
be dull again. A must for any-
one visiting Canberra, Questa-

Leonard French
stained glass

con clearly demonstrates that
science can be fascinating,
intriguing, fun and an every-
day part of life.

Visitors can freeze their
shadow to a wall, play a harp
with no strings, experience an
earthquake and feel bolts of
lightning. You can also enjoy
giant slides and a roller coaster
simulator, and there are also
regular science demonstrations
and special lectures.

8 High Court of Australia
Parkes Place, Parkes. Tel (02) 6270
6811. [ 9:45am-4:30pm Mon-Fri.
Sat-Sun, public hols. [ ]
www.hcourt.gov.au
British and Australian legal
traditions are embodied in this
imposing lakeside structure,
opened in 1980 by Queen
Elizabeth II. The High
& Court is centred on a
% =, glass public hall,
qf b('. designed to instil
> LN, 2
sl rcspect for the
justice system.
Two murals by
artist Jan
Sensbergs look
at the Australian
constitution, the role
of the Federation and
the significance of the
High Court. There are
three courtrooms, and
chambers for the Chief Justice
and six High Court judges.
Sittings are open to the public.
On one side of the ramp at
the entrance is a sculpture of a
waterfall made out of granite.

It is intended to convey how
the decisions of this legal
institution trickle down to all
Australian citizens.

Jan Sensbergs mural in the
High Court

£ St John the Baptist Church
and Schoolhouse Museum
Constitution Ave, Reid. Tel (02)
6249 6839. [] 10am-noon Wed,
2-4pm Sat, Sun. [@) Good Fri, 25 Dec.
173 I www stjohnscanberra.org
Built in 1844 of local blue-
stone and sandstone, the
Anglican church of St John
the Baptist and its adjoining
schoolhouse are Canberra’s
oldest surviving buildings.
They served the pioneer
farming families of the region.
Memorials on the walls of the
church commemorate many
early settlers, including states-
men, scientists and scholars.
Within the schoolhouse is
a museum containing various
19th-century memorabilia.

WALTER BURLEY GRIFFIN

In 1911, the Australian government,
then located in Melbourne, decided
on Canberra as the best site for a new
national capital. An international com-
petition for a city plan was launched,
and the first prize was awarded to a
35-year-old American landscape archi-
tect, Walter Burley Griffin. Influenced
by the design of Versailles, his plan
was for a garden city, with lakes,
avenues and terraces rising to the

focal point of Parliament House atop  Walter Burley Griffin
Capital Hill. On 12 March 1913, a

foundation stone was laid by Prime Minister Andrew Fisher,
but bureaucratic arguments and then World War I intervened.
By 1921, little of Canberra had begun to be constructed, and
Burley Griffin was dismissed from his design post. He stayed
in Australia until 1935, when, reduced to municipal designs,
he left for India. He died there in 1937, although his original
vision lives on in the ever-expanding city of Canberra.
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Red Hill @

Via Mugga Way, Red Hill.

One of the highlights of a
visit to Canberra is a drive to
the top of Red Hill, which
offers excellent views over
Lake Burley Griffin,

Panoramic view of Canberra from Red Hill

Parliament House, Manuka
and the embassy suburb of
Yarralumla (see p200). Behind
Red Hill stretch the southern
suburbs of Canberra, with the
beautiful green of the Brinda-
bella Ranges to the west.

An alternative view of
Canberra, offering a better
understanding
of Walter Burley
Griffin’s carefully
planned city
design, can be
seen from the
top of Mount
Ainslie, on the
north side of the
lake behind the
Australian War
Memorial (see
Pp200-1).

Parliament House ©

Parliament House is the meeting place of Australia’s
Parliament and the focal point of Australia’s democracy.
Opened in 1988, the building on Capital Hill is the
third home of the Federal Parliament since 1901.

The building is set on a 32-hectare (80-acre) site

and is the focal point of Canberra. Its
architecture reflects Australia’s
commitment to open government.

The steel flagpole reaches

a height of 81 m (256 ft)
and weighs
220 tonnes.

House of
Representatives
Chamber

This chamber
accommodates the
150 elected members
of the House of
Representatives.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp486-7 and pp533-4

* The Great Hall
| 7This ball is used for state
Sfunctions. The 20-m (65-f1)
tapestry is based on an
Arthur Boyd painting.

Royal Australian
Mint @

Denison St, Deakin. Tel (02) 6202
6999. B8 30, 31. [] 9am—4pm
Mon-Fri; 10am—4pm Sat-Sun, public
hols. [@) Good Fri, 25 Dec.
www.ramint.gov.au

The Royal Australian Mint is
the sole producer of
Australia’s circulating coin
currency as well as being the
country’s national mint. It has
produced over 11 billion
circulating coins and today
has the capacity to mint over
two million coins per day, or
over 600 million per year. The
Mint is dedicated to
commemorating Australia’s
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culture and history through its
numismatic programme.
When touring the Mint you
can see the history of
Australian currency as well as
how coins are made. You can
even view the coins coming
off the presses.

Government
House ©
Dunrossil Drive, Yarralumla. Tel (02)

6283 3533. [] various dates — phone
ahead to check. 17 4 obligatory.

Government House has been
the official residence of the
Governor General, the
representative of the monarch
in Australia, since 1927. The

% Entrance Foyer
The 48 grey-green,
marble pillars are
designed to be
reminiscent of a
eucalypt forest.

3 ~_-.\g3a

Entrance

Elegant facade and front grounds of Government House

house was once part of a large | The house is closed to the
sheep station called Yarra-
lumla, which was settled in
1828, and is now where heads
of state and the Royal Family
stay when visiting Australia.

The Commonwealth coat of
arms above the entrance
features an emu and kangaroo
in the skeleton-like style of
Aboriginal rock paintings.

public, except on special open
days; however, a lookout
point on Lady Denman Drive
offers good views of the resi-
dence and the large gardens.

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

Capital Hill. Tel (02) 6277 7111.
31, 34, 39. [] 9am-5pm
daily. [ @) 25 Dec. 4 every 30

mins until 4pm. [3] A 1 82

www.aph.gov.au

The Great Veranda is clad

with white Italian marble cut
from a single cliff face. Its grand
design marks both the ceremonial
and the public entrance for
Parliament House.

Forecourt
The Aboriginal mosaic, red
gravel and pool represent
Australia’s landscape and
native inhabitants.

STAR FEATURES

% Entrance Foyer

% The Great Hall
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Yarralumla @

Yarralumla. [ (02) 6205 0044.
BS 901, 31. 123 for embassy open
days. [ variable. 3

The suburb of Yarralumla, on
the edge of Capital Hill, is
home to more than 80 of
Australia’s foreign embassies
and diplomatic residences. A
drive through the tree-lined
streets gives a fascinating view
of the architecture and cul-
tures of each country repre-
sented, as embodied in their
embassies and grand ambas-
sadorial residences.

Distinctive buildings include
the vast Chinese Embassy at
No. 15 Coronation Drive, with
its red columns, dragon stat-
ues and pagoda-shaped roofs.

Australian War Memorial @

The Australian War Memorial was built
to commemorate all Australians who
have died while serving their country. The
Roll of Honour and the symbolic Tomb
of the Unknown Australian Soldier serve
as a reminder of the horror and sadness
of war. The Anzac Hall is the stage for
sound and light shows, one of which
recreates a bombing raid over Germany.

STAR FEATURES

* Roll of Honour

% Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier

% Roll of Honour
Names of all the 102,600
Australians killed in
action are written e
on bronze panels (/

in the cloisters. =

The Pool of
Reflection is a peaceful
place where families can
mourn their loved ones.
Rosemary planted by
the pool symbolizes
remembrance.

Orientation
Gallery,

Facade of the Australian War Memorial

The traditional style of the Chinese Embassy in Yarralumla

On Moonah Place, the Indian
Embassy has pools, a shallow
moat and a white temple

building in the Mogul architec-
tural style, with a gold spire on

Eternal flame

Entrance
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top. The High Commission of
Papua New Guinea on Forster
Crescent is built as a Spirit
House, with carved totem
poles outside; the Mexican
Embassy on Perth Avenue
boasts a massive replica of
the Aztec Sun Stone.

Just across Adelaide Avenue
is The Lodge, the official
residence of the Australian
prime minister and his family.

National Gallery of
Australia @

See pp202-3.

Hall of Memory

Adorning the golden s

dome is one of the
world’s largest mosaics, &

built in part by war J&
widouws.

Civic Square (7] sector businesses. It is also
the city’s main shopping area.
The central Civic Square, as
e cnvisaged by Walter Burley
Griffin in his original city
plan, is a common meet-
ing place and relaxing
area. It is dominated by
the graceful bronze statue
of Ethos, by Australian
sculptor Tom Bass, located
at the entrance of the ACT
Legislative Assembly. In the
adjacent Petrie Plaza is
a traditional carousel, a
much-loved landmark
among the citizens of
Canberra.

Civic Centre. [B5 many routes.

The commercial heart of
Canberra is the Civic
Centre, on the north side
of Lake Burley Griffin
close to the northwest
corner of the Parliamentary
Triangle (see pp194—5).
It is the centre of many
administrative, legal and
local government func-
tions in Canberra, as
well as having the
highest concentration

of offices and private

.

Ethos Statue,
Civic Square

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

Treloar Crescent, Campbell.
Tel (02) 6243 4211. & 901,
302. [ 10am-5pm daily (9am-
5pm public hols, school hols).

@2ecEAANLO

WWW.awm.gov.au

Stained-Glass Windows
The figures on these
windows represent the
personal, social and
Sfighting skills of all
T Australians during wartime.

* Tomb of the Unknown Soldier

Beneath this red marble slab is buried an
unknown Australian soldier who died during
World War I. He symbolizes all Australians who
have been killed while serving their country.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp486-7 and pp533-4
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National Gallery of Australia @

Australian society is diverse, multicultural and vibrant, and the
100,000 works of art owned by the National Gallery

of Australia reflect the spirit of the country. The National
Gallery opened in 1982, and the core of its collection consists
of Australian art, from European settlement to present day,
by some of its most famous artists, such as Tom Roberts,
Arthur Boyd, Sidney Nolan and Margaret Preston
(see p34). The oldest art in Australia is that of
its indigenous inhabitants (see pp32-3), and the
Aboriginal art collection offers fine
examples of both ancient and con-
temporary works. The gallery’s Asian
and international collections are
also growing. Modern sculptures
are on display in the gardens.

Upper level

% In a Corner on the
Maclntyre (1895)
Tom Roberts’ depiction of this
country’s bushland is painted in the
Jfractured light style of the Australian
School of Impressionists.
Entrance level
Native Fuchsia (7925)
This painting is typical of the bhand-
coloured wood-block techniques of
artist Margaret Preston, best known
Sfor depicting Australian flowers.

GALLERY GUIDE

SCULPTURE GARDEN

The National Gallery makes visited within two hours,

NS

The National Gallery is easily

Ny

the most of its picturesque,
lakeside gardens as the site
for an impressive collection
of sculptures, from classical,
such as Aristide Maillol’s The
Mountain, to modern. Two
of the best known and loved
contemporary sculptures in
the garden are Cones by Bert
Flugelman and 7he Pears by
George Baldessin.

The Mountain by Aristide Maillol

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp486-7 and pp533-4

although an excellent one-
bour tour of the highlights is
offered twice daily. On the
entrance level is the Aborigi-
nal art collection, which is
not to be missed, and the
international collections. Also
highly recommended, on the
upper level, is the extensive
Australian art collection.
Touring “blockbuster” art
shows are bung in rooms in
what is actually a later addi-
tion to the original building.
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Prince Shotoku Praying to VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

Buddha (¢.1300)

This statue, in the Asian art rooms, Parkes Place. Tel (02) 6240

is from the Kamakura period. It 6502. [{f] (02)62406501.

depicts the two-year-old prince 34. L] 10am-Spm daily. (@ 25
7 bO, e G @ tury AD, Dec. (special exhibitions).
went on to become a founding AB0OEmo

father of the Japanese state.

When this work by US artist Jackson Pollock was
bought for $1.2 million in 1973 it outraged conser-
vative Australians, who claimed that it looked
like it had been painted by a child or a drunk.

. Project
/\ Gallery

% The Aboriginal Memorial (7988)
These log poles by the Ramingining
people honour all Aborigines who
have died during white settlement.
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