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Most of the sights in this guide lie within the four main
areas of central Chicago shown below. Each of these

areas has its own chapter and is distinguished by a h
color code. The sights slightly outside central Chicago
or those beyond but worth visiting are Coverjlgi\gjthe

Farther Afield and Beyond Chicago chapters. For map
references, see the Street Finder on pages 192-205.
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Nuclear Energy by Henry Moore at
University of Chicago (see p100)
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

his DK Eyewitness travel guide

helps you get the most from your

stay in Chicago. Introducing
Chicago locates the city geograph-
ically, sets modern Chicago in its
historical context, and describes
cvents through the entire year.
Chicago al a Glance highlights the
¢ity’s top attractions. The main sight-
seeing section of the book is Chicago
Area by Area. Tt describes the city
sights, with photographs, maps, and
drawings. Tt also offers suggestions for

day trips outside the city center.
Beyond Chicago delves into destina-
tions in the region ideal for either day
trips or longer sojourns, such as week-
end getaways. Restaurant and hotel
recommendations, as well as special-
ly selected information about shops
and entertainment, are found in
Travelers” Needs. The Survival Guide
gives practical information on every-
day needs, from using Chicago’s med-
ical system and public transportation
to the telephone system.

FINDING YOUR WAY ARQUND THE SIGHTSEEING SECTION

Each of the sightsecing areas in Chicago is
color-coded for casy reference. Each chapter
opens with a description of the area and a
list of sights to be covered, located by
numbers on an area map. This is followed

by a Street-by-Street map, illustrating an
interesting part of the arca. Finding your way
around the chapter is made simple by the
numbering system used throughout. Sights
outside Chicago have a regional map.

NORTH SIDE

| Eacharea has color-

coded thumb tabs.

1 Area Map

For casy refevence, the sights in
each area are numbered and plot-
ted on a map of the area. The map
also shows CTA and Metra stations
and major parking areas. as well
as indicating the area covered by
the Street-by-Strect map. The sights
are also shown on the Chicago
Strect Finder on pages 192-205.

Locator map

A locator map shows where
you are in relation to other
areas in the city center.

A suggested route takes in _|
some of the most interesting
streets in the arca.

Street-by-Street Map /

This gives a bird s-eye view of
the most important part of cach

sightseeing area. The numbering of
the sights ties in with the arca map
and the fuller descriptions on the
pages that follow.

The list of star sights
recommends the places that
no visitor should miss.
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CHICAGO AREA MAP ——

Chicago Area by Area

The colored arcas shown on
this map (see inside fron!
cover) are the four main
sightseeing arcas — cach
covered by a full chapter in
Chicago Area by Area (see
pp36-1109). The four areas arc
highlighted on other maps
throughout the book. In
Chicago ar a Glance (see
pp20-31), for example, they
help locate the top sights.

i e : —
Numbers refer to each Practical information provides all you need to know to
sight's position on the visit each sight, including a map reference to the Chicago
arca map and its place Streel Finder (see pp192-205).
in the chapter.
o J Detailed information
—. All the important sighls in

Chicago are described individually.
They are listed in order. following the
numbering on the area map.
Practical informalion such as

e address. telephone number, and
opening hours is provided for each
sight. The key to the symbols used is
on the back flap.

The visitors’ checklist provides
all the practical information
needed to plan your visit.

Fagades of important buildings are
often shown to illustrate their
architectural style, and to help you
recognize them quickly.

Chicago’s major sights

These are given two or
more full pages in the
sightseeing area where they
are found. Museums and
galleries bave color-coded flooy stars indicate the
plans (o belp you find features no visitor
important exhibits. should miss.
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FOUR GREAT DAYS IN CHICAGO

hicago is a city full of things

to see and do, and is well-

known for its excellent
shopping, influential architecture,
renowned museums, and many
cultural institutions. The four
itineraries suggested below include
a variety of sights and activities,
great
introduction to the city’s

and make for a

Shedd Aquarium
fish sculpture

Chicago skyline with John Hancock Center and lakeside

CITY OF SKYSCRAPERS

* Breakfast at Lou Mitchell’s
® See stunning Sears Tower
* Gaze at historic architecture
* Enjoy the views at the top
of John Hancock Center

TWO ADULTS allow at least $50

Morning

Start your day with pancakes
at the legendary diner Lou
Mitchell’s, 565 W. Jackson
Blvd. Two blocks east, the
glass-and-steel Sears Tower
(see p42) is the tallest building
in the West at 1,450 ft (442
m) tall; visit the 103rd-floor
Skydeck for its views of four
states on clear days. The
Monadnock Building (see
p44), a few blocks west, is a
lesson in 19th-century archi-
tectural history. Finished

in 1891, its north half is a
traditional structure with
6-ft-(1.85-m) thick walls; the
south half, finished in 1893,
has a more contemporary
steel-frame construction. A
five-minute walk north, the

1895 Reliance Building (see
Pp50), is an airy, terra cotta-
clad gem — forerunner of the
modern skyscraper. North on
State St. toward the river
you'll see more modern
architecture. Built in 1964, the
two towers of Marina City
(see p60) rise like twin corn
cobs, and to the east is Mies
van der Rohe’s stark IBM
Building (see p66). Facing
each other are the more
Classical Wrigley Building
(see p62), clad in white terra
cotta and Tribune Tower (see
p62), a Neo-Gothic structure.

Afternoon

After a quick bite on N,
Michigan Ave., stroll up to
the Water Tower (see p63),

a Gothic limestone survivor
of the Great Chicago Fire of
1871. The interior showcases
Chicago-themed photographs.
Ahead one block looms the
John Hancock Center (see p64),
for now the city’s third tallest
at 1,127 ft (343 m). Try the
screened skywalk, or enjoy
the views for the price of a
drink in the Signature lounge.

£ \v history and major landmarks. You
_~.% - can follow the itineraries, or
. sample something from each.
g The sights and entertainments are
cross-referenced to detailed
entries in the guide, and are
easily accessible by foot or public
transportation. The price guides
cover transport, lunch, and
admission fees.

FUN FOR THE FAMILY

¢ Funfair fun at Navy Pier

* Animal adventures at
Lincoln Park Zoo

* Butterfly heaven at Peggy
Notebaert Nature Museum

FAMILY OF FOUR allow at
least $100

Morning

Jutting out into Lake Michigan
just east of downtown, Navy
Pier (see p65) is the city’s
most popular attraction and
a great place to start a day
out with the kids. From
interactive exhibits at the
Chicago Children’s Museum
to IMAX movies, boat cruises
and a 15-story-high Ferris
wheel, there’s enough at this
50-acre (20-hectare) park to
keep the family busy for the
morning. Stop for lunch at
the food court or check out
the scene in Joe’s Be-Bop
Café and Jazz Emporium
where there’s live music daily.

Landing point for Navy Pier, in
front of the Ferris wheel

< Lithographic depiction of the view of Chicago from Lake Michigan (1860-69)
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Afternoon

For an animal-themed
afternoon, take the bus to
the free Lincoln Park Zoo
(see pp112-13), which teems
with rhinos, giraffes, gorillas,
snakes, polar bears, and more
than 1,000 other animals
from the world over. Be sure
to visit the Pritzker Family
Children’s Zoo, which
simulates a walk in the woods
with exhibits of wolves, bears,
beavers, otters and other
woodland creatures.

If you still have the energy,
pay a visit to the John G.
Shedd Aquarium (see pp96-7),
thronging with sea otters,
dolphins, whales, and over
two dozen sharks. The
Underwater Viewing gallery
of the Oceanarium will
captivate the kids.

of which is Seurat’'s A
Sunday on La Grande
Jatte-1884. Also worth
checking out are the brilliant
blue stained-glass windows
by Chagall and the exquisite,
tiny worlds of the Thorne
Miniature Rooms. For lunch,
grab a bite in the lower-level
café or pop out to an eaterie
on Michigan Avenue nearby.

Afternoon

Catch the No. 10 bus from
State St. to the Museum
Campus and head for the
Field Museum (see pp86-9).
Inside, you'll come face-to-
face with the largest and
best-preserved T. rex skeleton
ever discovered. Stroll
through “Evolving Planet,” a
look at Earth’s 4 billion-year
history. Head to the adjacent
lakeside Adler Planetarium
(see pp86-9) and try out its
interactive exhibit of
America’s space program.

SHOP TILL YOU DROP

* Wonderful stores on
Michigan Avenue

* Boutiques in Oak Street

® Upscale elegance in
Armitage Avenue

The impressive tyrannosaurus rex
skeleton at the Field Museum

MUSEUMS & CULTURE

e A morning at the Art
Institute of Chicago

 T. rex at the Field Museum

¢ An interactive Planetarium

TWO ADULTS allow at least $80

Morning

Spend the morning at the
Art Institute of Chicago (see
pp46-49), one of the world’s
finest museums, just south of
Millennium Park on the east
side of Michigan Ave. It has
some exquisite works of
American art such as Grant
Wood’s American Gotbic,
Edward Hopper's Nighthawks,
and several iconic pieces

by Georgia O’Keeffe. Admire
its French Impressionist
collection, the centerpiece

TWO ADULTS allow at least $30
(cost of transport and food)

Morning

Start your day on Michigan
Avenue, one of the world’s
greatest retail areas, where
names such as Crate &
Barrel, Gap, and Banana
Republic compete with
department stores and

Exciting and interactive exhibits at the Adler Planetarium

Walkers and shoppers on busy
Michigan Avenue

shopping centers such as the
famous Water Tower Place
(see p61), the nation’s first
vertical mall. An all-white
interior packed with iPods
and iMacs makes the Apple
Store a stylish must-stop for
the high-tech set. Farther
north, Niketown shows off
the latest in shoes and sports
wear. Or take in the elegant
scene of Oak Street (see
p64), where upscale
boutiques such as Hermes,
Prada, Kate Spade, and
Tod’s reside. Lunch in style
(French-Vietnamese cuisine)
around the corner at Le
Colonial (937 N. Rush St.,
312-255-0088).

Afternoon

Take the El to the Armitage
Brown Line stop for the
boutiques of Armitage Avenue
district where it’s all top-
quality, from truffles at Vosges
Haut-Chocolat (951 W.
Armitage Ave.) to hand-made
stationery at Paper Source
(No. 919). Or catch the No. 73
bus west to Damen Ave. and
stroll south to trendy Wicker
Park (see p114) for some
great shopping as well as
interesting galleries and cafés.
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GREATER CHICAGO
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The French missionary Jacques
Marquette and French-Canadian
explorer Louis Jolliet were the
first Europeans to record a visit
to this spot at the foot of Lake
Michigan, in 1673. The peace-
ful, friendly local Potawatomi
Indians called the low-lying
swampy area “Checau-
gou,” which likely means [
“wild onion” or “skunk
cabbage.” Jolliet and Mar-
quette used this Indian
name on the maps they drew, which
were then used by later explorers.

More than 100 years passed before
the first permanent settlement was
established in 1779 by Jean Baptiste
Point du Sable, an African-American
trader from the Caribbean. Du Sable
and his Indian wife built a house on
the north bank near the mouth of
the Chicago River.

A treaty negotiated with local
Indian tribes in 1795 gave US
citizens access to most of Ohio and
a 6-sq-mile (15.5-sq-km) area of
land where the Chicago River
emptied into Lake Michigan — now
the heart of Chicago’s downtown.

In 1803, the US Army built Fort
Dearborn along the river to protect
settlers from the Indians, the British,
and the French. Fort Dearborn was

THE HISTORY OF CHICAGO

he third largest city in the US is world famous for
magnificent and innovative architecture, its colorful and
turbulent political bistory and significance as a national
transportation bub, the now-vanished stockyards, as well as its

educational institutes and vibrant cultural venues.

French-Canadian
explorer Louis Jolliet

destroyed during the War of 1812
between the US and Britain;
soldiers and their families
were slaughtered by the
Indians, allies of the British,
as they fled the fort. Although
the fort was rebuilt in 1816
and Illinois became a
state in 1818, the area
remained Indian terri-
tory until it was ceded
in 1833 and the Indians
were relocated to reser-
vations by the federal government.
That year, Chicago became a town.

EARLY CHICAGO
With the land open for develop-
ment, the rivers gained importance
as shipping routes. In 1837,
Chicago, its population now over
4,000, received city status. The ex-
pansion of the lake ports, comple-
tion of the Illinois and Michigan
Canal connecting the Great Lakes
with the Mississippi River, and
arrival of the railroads spurred rapid
growth. Public schools were estab-
lished in 1840, and by 1847 the new
city had two daily newspapers. From
1855 to 1858, Chicago literally pulled
itself out of the mud, jacking up the
downtown buildings and filling in
the swamp muck with soil (see p57).

Frenchman La
Salle explores
area and
establishes forts
A Potawatomi
chief

1783 British cede
land that is now
Chicago to the
newly established
US government a city

TIMELINE
1673 Explorers 1779 First settlement in 1803 Fort 1848 Illinois &
Jacques Marquette  Chicago established by trader Dearborn Michigan Canal
and Louis Jolliet Jean Baptiste Point du Sable built completed (see
arrive at pp118-19)
“Checaugou” Jean Baptiste Point du Suhle‘ |
1650 [ 1700 [ 1750 1800 [ 1850
1682 - 1858 Chicago

becomes US's chief

1825 Erie
e railroad hub

Canal opens
1837 Chicago
incorporates as

1847 Chicago
Tribune newspaper
founded

<_ A contemporary lithograph depicting the Great Chicago Fire of 1871
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Chicago’s proximity to both the
Mississippi River and the Great Lakes
confirmed it as the nation’s trans-
portation hub. By 1860, 15 railroad
companies had terminals here.
Christmas Day 1865 saw the opening
of the gigantic Union Stock Yards, the
city’s largest employer for decades. (It
eventually closed in 1971.) Meat-
packing laws, along with the Food
and Drug Administration, were created
after Upton Sinclair’s
stirring 1906 book,

The Jungle,
\ 5 revealed the
- poor condi-
tions of such

stockyards.

Although meat
processing re-
mained Chicago’s major industry,
positioning the city as the US’s
primary supplier, the grain-handling
and manufacturing industries were
also strong in 19th-century Chicago.

Detail of cow (1879) on the
archway to Union Stock Yards

THE GREAT FIRE
The Great Chicago Fire of 1871
burned for 36 hours, October 8 to 10,
destroying most of the
buildings in downtown |
Chicago, all of which
were made of wood. At
least 300 people died,
and about 100,000 — one-
third of the population —
were left homeless. A
cow, belonging to a
certain Mrs. O’Leary, was
blamed for kicking over
a lantern and starting the
fire. Although an inquiry
confirmed that the blaze
started in the O’Leary
shed, the cause of the

An 1874 bylaw prohibited the
building of wooden structures
downtown. Consequently, Chicago
architect William Le Baron Jenney
(see pp26—7) designed the Home
Insurance Building (1884), a nine-
story structure supported by a steel
skeleton, regarded by many to be the
first skyscraper. Jenney’s design
paved the way for the canyons of tall
buildings found in city centers today.

SOCIAL UNREST, SOCIAL REFORM
As Chicago’s downtown rebuilt and
the city continued to expand - to
500,000 inhabitants by 1880 — social
divisions grew. In the 1873 Bread
Riot, police trapped thousands of
protesting hungry workers under a
bridge, clubbing many to death. Four
years later, during the 1877 national
railroad strike, Chicago police fired
on demonstrators, killing 30. On May
4, 1886, workers rallied at Haymarket
Square to protest the police killing of
two laborers demanding the short-
ening of the workday to eight hours.
A bomb exploded in the midst of the
police officers, starting a riot that

_ L@g

fire was not determined.

The aftermath of the Great Fire, as seen from Chicago Harbor

TIMELINE

1860 Abraham Lincoln 1871 Great Chicago Fire 1880
nominated for US Lincoln Statue, Chicago’s
president at Republican in Lincoln Park 1874 City council prohibits | population 1886
Convention the building of wooden reaches Haymarket
structures downtown 500,000 Riot
1860 1870 1880
;I;;‘lbggﬁs :tsosci 1‘1{2:212 1873 Bread Riot 1879 Art Institute of
world’s biggest Chicago (see pp46-9) 1884
stockyard, founded as the Chicago World’s first
opens Academy of Fine Arts skyscraper
(see pp26-7)

built
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Protesters clash with police in the 1873 Bread Riot

eventually killed seven officers. The
ensuing trial, in which eight men
were charged with murder and four
subsequently executed, is considered
one of the worst miscarriages of
justice in the US.

Into this social tumult stepped Jane
Addams (see p31) and Ellen Gates
Starr. In 1889, they founded Hull-
House to help settle immigrants (see
p116). It would soon become a leader
in US social welfare and reform.

PROGRESS, AND THE 1893 WORLD'S
COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION
Downtown, other initia-

Christopher Columbus’ journey to the
Americas with the 1893 World’s
Columbian Exposition, held in
Jackson Park (see p105). Over 25
million visitors came to it, the largest
fair yet to be held in the Americas.
Despite a deep national economic
depression, the city built a fabulous
fairground, dubbed the “White City”
because of its Neo-Classical white
marble buildings. It was to have a
huge impact on US architecture. Most
of the buildings burned down or
were vandalized after the fair.

GROWTH AND GROWING PAINS
By 1890, Chicago’s population
climbed past one million. Awareness
of public health issues led to concern
that the city discharged, directly or
indirectly, most of its waste into the
Chicago River, and from there into
Lake Michigan, the source of drinking
water. In 1900, the Chicago Sanitary
and Ship Canal opened, and the
direction of the Chicago River was
reversed so that the river flowed away
from the lake not into it (see p57).

A 1903 Chicago disaster affected
both urban design and bylaws

tives were underway. The
Art Institute of Chicago
(see pp46-9) was founded
in 1879, and the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra (see
p170) and the University
of Chicago (see pp100-
101) in 1890. The elevated
tramway opened in 1892,
its circle around the
commercial core giving
the downtown the nick-

nationwide. Nearly 600
people died when a fire
tragically destroyed the
Iroquois Theater on
December 30 (see p51).
Investigators blamed the
fatalities on the doors.
Many opened inward:
impossible to open with
a frantic crowd pressed
against them. Most US
cities now require that
doors of public buildings

name “The Loop.”
Chicago celebrated the
400th anniversary of

Guidebook for the 1893
World’s Columbian Fair

open outward.
By 1914, waves of
immigrants from Europe

1890 Chicago becomes second-
largest US city, its population
over 1 million
1892 Elevated tramway
(“The Loop”) opens

1900 Chicago
Sanitary and Ship
Canal opens,
reversing flow of
Chicago River

1907 University of Chicago’s
Albert Michelson is first US
scientist to win a Nobel Prize
in Physics, for measurement
of the speed of light

1890

1900 [1910

17

1909 Plan of Chicago

1893 Chicago hosts World’s .| Opening of the

1889 Columbian Exposition new canal (see p30), the first civic
Hull- blueprint for a city,
House published
(see p116) 1890 University of Chicago
founded (see pp100-101) founded
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had arrived in
Chicago. Indus-
trialization now
brought another
wave: African
Americans from
the South, seek-
ing work after
being displaced
from farm work
by the cotton
gin and other
new machinery.
Chicago’s Black
population sky-
rocketed, from
about 14,000 in 1910 to almost
110,000 by the early 1920s. Previous
arrivals did not always welcome the
new migrants. A 1919 race riot that
started at a segregated South Side
beach raged for several days, leaving
38 dead and nearly 300 injured.

Speakeasies, illicit social clubs
offering liquor despite the prohibition
of alcohol, flourished in the 1920s
and made way for the bootlegging
gangster. The most famous gangster —
and the one most closely linked to
Chicago in the public mind — was Al
Capone, who arrived in 1919 from
New York. Capone is
legendary for his bloody
gang war. In the notorious
1929 St. Valentine’s Day
Massacre, seven mobsters
from a rival gang were
killed execution-style by [&
mobsters loyal to Capone.

Almost as famous were
Eliot Ness and his team,
who collected the evi-
dence of income-tax
evasion that put Capone
in prison in 1931, where
he died 16 years later.

Speakeasy directions
written in chalk

CHICAGO MILESTONES: 1920S-60S
The Chicago Municipal Airport (now
Midway Airport) opened in 1927.
From 1945 to 1958, it was the world’s
busiest airport, before being replaced
by O’Hare, which was equipped to
handle the new jetliners and is today
one of the world’s busiest airports.

The old airport brought visitors to
the 1933-4 World’s Fair. Showcasing
innovative uses of electricity, the fair
attracted 39 million people.
Another kind of energy came
to the fore when, in 1942,
physicist Enrico Fermi from
the University of Chicago
conducted the world’s
first controlled atomic
reaction (see p100).

After World War II, the
city’s economy boomed,
its population peaking at
3.6 million. New arrivals
included musicians from
the Mississippi Delta and by 1950, they
were recording a new form of blues.

The 1950s saw many milestones:
Carl Sandburg won the Pulitzer Prize
for Poetry in 1951; and Ray Kroc’s
first McDonald’s opened in 1955 in
Des Plaines, just outside Chicago.

Physicist
Enrico Fermi

Chicago’s O’Hare Airport, one of the world’s busiest

TIMELINE
1933 1942 First 1953 Hugh
X . 1928 Chicago hosts controlled atomic Hefner publishes
Chicago River straight- Century of chain reaction, first issue of
ened to allow for Progress at University of Playboy
expansion of downtown | World's Fair Chicago magazine
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Mobster Day Massacre Eliot Ness subway opens elected mayor
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Richard J. Daley, mayor of Chicago for 21 years

TURBULENT POLITICS

In 1955, Chicago elected Democrat
Richard J. Daley as mayor, a position
he held until his fatal heart attack in
1976. In 1966, Martin Luther King Jr.
brought the civil rights movement to
Chicago, challenging Daley’s Whites-
only political machine and the
segregation of the Black population.
Daley’s administration survived the
West Side riots, prompted by the
assassination of King in Memphis,
and the disastrous confrontations
between police and demonstrators
outside the Democratic National
Convention, both in 1968. Daley was
equally well known for his commit-
ment to a clean city, in keeping with
his motto “Keep Chicago beautiful.”

Daley’s successors include Jane
Byrne, Chicago’s first female mayor
(1979-83), and Harold Washington,
Chicago’s first Black mayor (1983-7),
called “the people’s mayor” because
he was considered to be in touch
with the grassroots. Washington
made significant structural changes in
city operations before dying of a
heart attack at his desk, shortly after
his re-election as mayor in 1987.

In 1989, Chicagoans elected Richard

CHICAGO TODAY

In 1990, Chicago’s title of “Second
City” became an honorific, as the
population of Los Angeles surpassed
that of Chicago and became the
largest in the US after New York. But
Chicagoans continue to glory in the
city’s triumphs. It remains the US’s
largest transportation center and the
financial capital of the Midwest.
Chicago Board of Trade, founded in
1848, continues to be the most
important grain market in the nation.
Sears Tower (see p42) recaptured the
title of World’s Tallest Building in two
of four categories in 1997. The
Chicago Bulls won six NBA champion-
ships. The 1999 Cows on Parade, a
public-art project of 300 fiberglass
cows decorated by Chicago artists,
delighted locals and visitors alike.

Chicago has had its share of recent
disasters. In 1992, the Chicago River
poured into a hole pierced in an
abandoned tunnel in the Loop. Water
filled downtown basements, threat-
ening to sink the city center below
the level of
the original
swampland.

As a mature
city, Chicago
offers superb
public art and
architecture,
and natural,
cultural, and
gastronomical
delights. The
city’s dyna-
mism is sure
to linger in
the memories
of its visitors

M. Daley, son of former mayor for decades searsTower one of the iconic
Richard J. Daley, as mayor. to come. sights of Chicago
1966 Martin 1971 Union 1979 Jane | 1983 Harold 1990 Chicago drops in rank-
Luther King Jr. Stock Yards | |Byrne Washington ing to third-largest US city 2004
brings civil close elected elected mayor Millennium
rights move- mayor of | of Chicago Park opens
ment to Chicago Chicago (see p53)
[ 1970 1980 1990 [ 2000
1968 1973 Sears 1986 Refur- .
D ratic Tower (see bished Chicago | 1992 Chicago River 2005 White Sox
e';\}f)t(.” 1&1 p42) opens Theatre reopens | leaks into abandoned win the World
c ‘1 “[)."“‘ as tallest (see p54) freight tunnel, Series
onven .“)[n_ building in threatening to
rots world dSearx Tower collapse downtown
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ore than 100 places of interest

are described in the Area by

Area and Beyond Chicago sec-
tions of this book. They range from
the Gothic-style Rockefeller Memorial
Chapel (see p102) to the Post-Modern
James R. Thompson Center (see p56),
from the offbeat neighborhood of
Wicker Park (seep114)to tranquil |
Washington Park (see p104). To |

CHICAGO’S TOP TEN

CHICAGO AT A GLANCE

help make the most of your stay, the
following ten pages are a time-saving
guide to the best Chicago has to offer.
The guide highlights the city’s best
museums and architecture, as well as
the people and cultures that have
given Chicago its unique character
over the years. Below are the top ten
tourist attractions that no visitor to

| Chicago should miss.

TOURIST ATTRACTIONS

Museum of Science and Industry
See pp106-109

Ty S B
Magnificent Mile
See pp60-61

See p53

Y

Adler Planetarium and
Astronomy Museum
See pp92-3

ohn G. Shedd Aquarium
See pp96-7

See p65

incoln Park Zoo
See pp112-13

Field Museum
See pp86-9

<7| View of Chicago’s River North district (on the left) and the Loop (on the right)
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Chicago’s Best: Museums

Chicago has some of the world’s finest museums, and
the buildings in which they are housed are often
works of art themselves. The Art Institute of Chicago,
world-renowned for its Tmpressionist and Post-
Impressionist paintings, and Museum Campus —
consisting of the Field Muscum, Adler Planctarium, and
Shedd Aquarium — are prominent on any visitor's itiner-
ary. There are many smaller musecums, too, celebrating
Chicago’s heritage and giving insight into the people |
and cvents that have left their matk on the city. < ; Y -

\ S =2 =

| North Side

i
[
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—ts E e —

Chicago History Museum

This museum traces Chicago’s rich
bistory, beginning wilh ils first explorers
and scttlers, through the development of
the cily, lo major evenls in modern-
day Chicago (see p74).

Chicago\ Gultural Center

The great hall is one of many high-
lights in this mich loved center.
Visitors cmﬁ Iso enjoy theater; filn,
dance, and‘ﬁmsie. Most productions
are free {see p52).

International Museum of
Surgical Science

The history of medicine and
surgery, from blood-lelling o
X-rays, 18 brought to life at this
Jascinaling museum (see p75).

Spertus Museum

This Torah cover is part
of the outstanding
collection of art and
artifacts reflecting 5,000
) years of Jewish culture
L and ritual exhibited at this
miseum (see p8d).

0 miles
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Museum of Contemporary Art

$ Cutting-edge modern works
by European and American artists such as

sculptor Alexander Calder are featured in
permanent and rotating exhibits (see p65).

Art Institute of Chicago

One of the largest holdings of
Impressionist and Post-Impressionist
paintings outside France can be

Field Museum

An encyclopedic
collection of objects
relating to the earth’s
natural and cultural
history are explored in
vivid displays at this
museum (see pp86-9).

.\ :

.i 1
\ H -"j‘ ¥
i_ | = T—
F\ \ \ Adler Planetarium and Astronomy Museum
ol \ One of the world’s foremost planetariums, the Adler bas a
[ Soulh webcam atop its dome — offering a superb view of Chicago
| Z’:g \ — and over 2,000 astronomical artifacts (see pp92-3).
Near Ly
ot | |} ‘\ Smart Museum of Art
e The specialties within the
[ f L VR \ wide-ranging collection of
| 1 1) % this compact museum are

\ h‘_ \ antiquities and Old Masters
il R i Y (see p103).

e e e
——————

Museum of Science and Industry
Many of the technological inventions
and scientific discoveries that have
changed our world are on display at
this very popular museum, a leader
in interactive exhibits (see pp106-9).

South
Side
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Chicago’s Best: Architecture

Chicago's downtown skyline is characterized by high-
rises, both modern and historic, while a range of
residential architecture styles, such as Queen Anne
and Prairie, are found in the city’s neighborhoods.
After the 1871 fire (see p16) and subsequent ban on
wood as a building material, the use of terra-cotta and
cast-iron — both fire resistant and durable — became
prevalent. Terra-cotta was also an excellent material
for decorative carving and so sheaths many of the
city’s steel-frame buildings. A detailed overview of
Chicago’s architecture is found on pages 26-7.

Crilly Court

The Crilly Court row houses (see p71), with
their turrels and bays, are one of the finesl
examples of Queen Avme style in the city.

Newberry Library
Henvry Ives Cobb, master of
the Kichardsonian Roman-
esque style, designed the

p67). Iis beav) stone wall EF
and recessed, drched wi / /
dows are lypical-ofthis
style, popidder it the second
balf of the 19th century:

h

library in 1890-93 (segy {

333 Wacker Drive

A Post-Modern structure designed by the
architect firm Kobn Pedersen Iox. this building
(sec pp56-7) was met with critical acclaim and

local approval when constricted in 1983. Harold Washington Library Center

0 kilometers This Neo-Classical giani {(see p82) alludes
to Chicago’s many historic buildings
0 miles through ifs varvied archilectural fealures.
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John Hancock Center
The towering glass walls
and borizontal beams of
the Jobn Hancock
Center (see p64) are
characteristic of the
International Style.

These three buildings reflect
different approaches to the
Chicago School: two, designed
hy Iolabird and Roche, have
minimal exterior decoration; the
third, with a facade designed by
Louis Sullivan, is more ornate.

Water Tower
The Gothic Revival-style
castellated tower is one
of the city’s best-loved
landmarks (see p63).

Field Museum
Designed in white marble by Daniel H. Burnbam, this

monumental Neo-Classical building (1921) features a long
colonnaded facade with Greek-style caryatids (see pp86-9).

Christopher Bouton
House

This villa-like residence,
with its tall windows
and dominant cornice,
\ was built in 1873 in the
ER NS Nialianate style popular
R\, in 19th-century

Chicago.

Robie House
Built 1908-1910,
this bouse is con-

sidered by many to
be Frank Lloyd
Wright'’s Prairie
School masterpiece
(see pp102-103).




26

INTRODUCING CHICAGO

Exploring Chicago’s Architecture

Carving on

Chicago is world famous as a center of
architectural innovation, a city where
new building techniques have been
developed and where architects have

the Rookery pushed the boundaries of creative
expression. This reputation had its

beginnings in the defining event of Chicago’s history —
the tragic fire of 1871. With a blank slate on which to
build, architects rose to the challenge, transforming
devastation into opportunity and reshaping the city. It
was in Chicago that the world’s first skyscraper was
built, and here that Frank Lloyd Wright developed his
distinctive Prairie School of architecture.

GOTHIC REVIVAL

Popular in the 1830s and
1840s, Gothic Revival was
inspired by the medieval
architecture of Europe, parti-
cularly of England. Steeply
pitched roofs, pointed arches,
turrets, and buttresses are
typical features. One of Chi-
cago’s best examples of this
style is the Water Tower
(1869). Interest in Gothic
continued through the 19th
century and is reflected in
many of the city’s most
impressive buildings, such as
the Fourth Presbyterian
Church (1914) and those of
the University of Chicago.

ITALIANATE STYLE

The elegant Drake Hotel, built in
the popular Italianate style

Popular from the mid- to late
1800s, the Italianate design
style is based on the historic
architecture of Italy: the villas
of northern Italy and the
palaces of the Italian
Renaissance. Characteristic
features include asymmetrical

balancing, low-pitched roofs,
projecting eaves, and ornate
door and window designs,
the windows often grouped
into arcades. Two notable
examples are the Samuel M.
Nickerson House (1883) and
the Drake Hotel (1920).

RICHARDSONIAN
ROMANESQUE

Richardsonian Romanesque,
or Romanesque Revival, was
popularized in the US in the
latter half of the 19th century
by Bostonian Henry Hobson
Richardson (1838-86). His
architectural legacy is repre-
sented in Chicago by the
severe yet subtly ornamented
Glessner House (1887).
Typical features of this style
are heavy rough-cut stone,
round arches, and deeply
recessed windows. Richard-
son’s influence can be seen
in the work of Henry Ives
Cobb, particularly Cobb’s
design of Newberry Library
(1890-93) and the former
home of the Chicago History
Museum (see p74) at

Dearborn and Ontario streets.

QUEEN ANNE

Mainly used in residential
architecture, Queen Anne
style was highly influential in
Chicago from the mid- to late
1800s. The name does not
reflect a historical period but
was coined by English archi-
tect Richard Shaw. Queen
Anne homes are built on a
human scale. A mix of
Classical, Tudor, and Colonial
elements lead to a hybrid
look. Victorian detailing, such
as curlicue cutouts on the
trim, is often prominent.
Crilly Court (1885) and the
Olsen-Hansen Row Houses
(1886) are fine examples of
Queen Anne style. There are
also many Queen Anne
houses to be found in the
Pullman Historic District.

Crilly Court, the name of Crilly’s son
carved above the door

CHICAGO SCHOOL

Named after the city in which
it developed, the commercial
style of the Chicago School
led to both an engineering
and aesthetic revolution in
architecture. William Le Baron
Jenney created the first
skyscraper when he designed
the nine-story Home Insur-
ance Building (1884; demo-
lished 1929), using skeletal
steel frames rather than the

BALLOON FRAME

Balloon-frame construction was first developed in Chicago by
Augustine D. Taylor, in 1833 (though some credit George
Washington Snow’s 1932 Chicago warehouse as the first such
construction). The name refers to the ease of construction: it
was as simple as inflating a balloon, although critics said it
referred to the ease with which the wind would blow away
such structures. Raising a balloon-frame house required simply
joining machine-cut lumber with machine-made nails, rather
than interlocking time-consuming joints. Various interior and
exterior surfaces could then be applied. Chicago’s early
balloon-frame houses fed the flames of the 1871 fire, but some
built after the fire still exist in Old Town (see pp70-71).
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conventional height-limiting,
masonry load-bearing walls.
Jenney trained many of
Chicago’s celebrated archi-
tects, including Louis Sullivan,
William Holabird, Daniel
Burnham, and John Wellborn
Root, whose architect
firm designed
several
Chicago
School build-
ings, such as
the Rookery
(1885-8) and
the Reliance
Building
(1891-95).
The new
window style
of these
buildings,
made
possible
by Jenney’s
structural
innovation,
became
known as Chicago windows.
Each consists of a large cen-
tral glass pane, flanked by two
slender windows that open.

Reliance Building,
Chicago School

NEO-CLASSICAL
OR BEAUX-ARTS

Neo-Classical, or Beaux-Arts,
style became popular in
Chicago once it was chosen
as the design style for the
1893 World’s Fair. Based on
classical Greek and Roman
architecture, with its columns,
pilasters, and pediments,
these buildings are often
monumental in scale. Many of
Chicago’s most notable cul-
tural institutions, such as the
Chicago Cultural Center
(1893-7), are housed in Neo-
Classical buildings.

PRAIRIE SCHOOL

In the first two decades of
the 20th century, Frank Lloyd
Wright developed a truly
indigenous American
architectural style. Reflecting
the sweeping lines of the
Midwestern landscape, Prairie
style is characterized by low
horizontal lines, projecting
eaves, and rectangular
windows. It is used mostly in
residential architecture.

Oak Park is a treasure-
trove of Wright-designed
houses. Notable Wright
buildings elsewhere in
Chicago are Robie House
(1908-1910) and Charnley-
Persky House (1892).

Prairie School is considered
a part of the Chicago School.

INTERNATIONAL STYLE

The international style
developed primarily at
Germany’s Bauhaus School.
Luminary Ludwig Mies van
der Rohe immigrated to
Chicago in 1938, after the
Nazis closed the Bauhaus, and
his ideas took root in the US.
Simple, severe geometry and
large expanses of glass are
typical elements. One of the
best places to see examples
of Mies’ “less is more”
philosophy is at the lllinois
Institute of Technology
campus. Another landmark
Mies building is the austere
but beautifully proportioned
IBM Building (1971).

Chicago firm Skidmore,
Owings and Merrill, architects
of the John Hancock Center
(1969) and Sears Tower
(1974), is world famous for its
International-style designs.

A balloon-frame

house is one the most
common building
types in the US today.

The balloon frame consists of two-by-fours
fastened with inexpensive, machine-made nails.
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The Post-Modern Harold Washing-
ton Library Center (see p82)

POST-MODERN

Post-Modern architecture
developed in the 1970s
primarily in response to — and
as a rejection of — the formal
ideals of the International
style. It is an eclectic style
without strict rules or unified
credo, although playful refe-
rences to architectural styles
of the past are typical features
of Post-Modern structures.
The building at 333 West
Wacker Drive (1983),
designed by the firm Kohn
Pedersen Fox, and the James
R. Thompson Center (1985),
designed by architect Helmut
Jahn, are notable examples of
Post-Modern design.

WHERE TO FIND THE
BUILDINGS

Charnley-Persky House pp76-7
Chicago Cultural Center p52
Crilly Court p71
Drake Hotel p64
Fourth Presbyterian

Church p63
Glessner House p90
IBM Building p66
lllinois Institute of

Technology p94
James R. Thompson Center p56
John Hancock Center p64
Newberry Library p67
Oak Park pp114-15
Olsen-Hansen Row

Houses p71
Pullman Historic District p779
Reliance Building p50
Robie House pp702-103
The Rookery p42
Samuel M. Nickerson

House p66
Sears Tower p42
333 West Wacker Drive pp56-7
University of Chicago pp700-103
Water Tower p63
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Multicultural Chicago

| Chicago prides itself on being one of the

Chinatown
street signs

most ethnically diverse cities in the US. In
the 1840s, the Irish, fleeing their country’s
potato famine, arrived in droves in the
young city of Chicago. Since then,
successive waves of immigrants from

countries around the world have shaped the city’s
many neighborhoods. These varied ethnic communities
continue to celebrate their cultures at various festivals
that are held throughout the year (see pp32-35).

THE IRISH

Irish police officers joining the
St. Patrick’s Day celebrations

The first Irish immigrants to
Chicago worked as laborers,
helping build the Illinois and
Michigan Canal (see p118) in
the mid-1800s. By 1870, the
Irish represented over 13
percent of the city’s popu-
lation. Settled mostly in the
South Side industrial town of
Bridgeport, they soon became
a powerful force in city
politics. Over the years, there
have been eight Irish mayors.

An Irish tradition not to be
missed is a foaming glass of
Guinness beer at one of the
city’s many Irish pubs.

THE WESTERN EUROPEANS

Germans were some of the
earliest immigrants to
Chicago. Settling primarily in
the North Side neighborhood
of Old Town, by the 1870s
they were Chicago’s largest
ethnic group. Today, the core
of Germantown is Old Town’s
Lincoln Square, teeming with
delicatessens and dance halls.
In the mid-1800s a small
community of Swedes was
established just north of the
Chicago River. They later
moved to Clark Street and
Foster Avenue, an area now
known as Andersonville. The

community, with its many
delicatessens and shops,
retains its original character.
Midsommarfest is celebrated
here each June.

Prosperous Italians arrived
in Chicago in the 1860s. By
1900, they were joined by
poorer Italian farmers, many
of whom settled between Van
Buren and 12th Streets.
Today, Taylor Street, between
Madison and Halsted Streets,
on Chicago’s West Side, is
the nucleus of Little Italy.

Greek immigration was
spurred by the 1871 fire,
when laborers came to help
rebuild the city. By 1927,
10,000 shops, mainly selling
fresh produce and flowers,
were operated by Greeks.

A short stretch of Greek
restaurants lies along South
Halsted Street near Van Buren
Street, on the West Side.

South Side neighborhoods
such as Hyde Park and
Kenwood (see pp104-105)
were populated by wealthy

Spanish sign welcoming visitors to
Pilsen, once a Czech community

German Jews. Over 125
Jewish congregations wor-
shipped in the city by the late
1920s, with the Jewish
population and synagogues
spread throughout the city,
much like today.

THE EASTERN EUROPEANS

The political unrest in
Czechoslovakia in 1848 led to
the first wave of Czech immi-
grants to the US, many
settling in the Midwest. By
the 1870s, Chicago had a
Little Prague along DeKoven
Street on the West Side. Over
the next few decades, a
thriving Czech community
developed nearby, along Blue
Island Avenue from 16th
Street to Cermak Road (then
known as 22nd Street).
Named Pilsen, after the west
Czechoslovakian city Plzer,
the neighborhood today is
predominantly Hispanic.
Remnants of the Czech
community, however, can

be seen in buildings such as
Thalia Hall (see p116).

The Polish community,
which is the largest
outside Warsaw, is also
the largest White ethnic
group in Chicago after
the Hispanics. Poles
began arriving in large
numbers during the
1870s. By the turn of
the century, the Polish
Downtown had been
established at Division
Street and along
Milwaukee Avenue.

Ukrainians arrived in
Chicago during the early
1900s, settling Ukrainian
Village, an area bound-
ed by Division Street and
Chicago, Damen, and
Western Avenues, north-
west of the Loop. Two

Traditional German maypole at the corner
of Linden in Lincoln Square

interesting museums in
the community celebrate
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Ukrainian culture. The
Lithuanian community,
in the suburban village of
Lemont, also has a strong
presence in Chicago, as does
the smaller Latvian
community, west of Lakeview.
Eastern European Jews set-
tled the West Side’s Maxwell
Street at Halsted Street from
the 1880s until the 1910s.
Community life focused around
the Maxwell Street Market
(see p165), which was once
the world’s largest flea market,
with stalls selling their
reasonably priced wares.

THE AFRICAN AMERICANS

Jazz legend Nat “King” Cole, son of a
Chicago Baptist minister

Despite Chicago’s first settler
being mulatto (see p15, racist
laws significantly affected
African-American settlement
in the early 1800s. By 1850,
Chicago was a destination for
fugitive slaves from the South.
In the 1890s, a thin strip of
the South Side, bounded by
Van Buren and 31st Streets,
State Street and Lake
Michigan, became known as
the Black Belt, with about
half of the city’s Black
population living here.

The early 1900s saw
another wave of settlement in
the Black Belt: the “Great
Migration” of Blacks from the
South looking for factory
work. Over the next decade,
a lively jazz and blues scene
developed in the area.

In the 1940s and 1950s, the
Chicago Housing Authority
replaced South Side tene-
ments with public-housing
projects, which soon became
notorious for crime. But by
the 1960s and 1970s, Chicago

also had several middle-class
Black communities, such as
Park Manor, as well as racially
integrated areas, such as
Hyde Park. The Black
Metropolis Historic District
(35th Street and Indiana
Avenue) was created in 1984
to commemorate the vibrant
Black Belt community of the
early 1900s. Today, African
Americans represent
approximately 40 percent of
Chicago’s population.

THE HISPANIC
AMERICANS

The first flood of Mexican
immigrants was early in the
20th century, as laborers
came to Chicago to help build
the city’s railroad. A second
wave came after World War II,
again as laborers. This time
they were accompanied by
Puerto Ricans. Cubans, fleeing
from the 1959 revolution,
joined Chicago’s Hispanic
community. Today, the
Hispanic Americans — nearly
30 percent of the city’s
population — continue to have
an enormous impact on the
cultural fabric of Chicago.

In the two southwest
neighborhoods of Pilsen (see
p116) and Little Village (south
of Cermak Road between

Menu and graffiti on the wall of Mi
Barrio Taqueria, in Pilsen

Western Avenue and Pulaski
Road), the colorful streets are
alive with Latin music, and
inviting aromas waft from the
numerous eateries.

THE ASIANS

In 1870 there were but two
Chinese immigrants in
Chicago. By the turn of the
century, a Chinese community
was growing in the South
Side vice district of Custom

a I 'l
Colorful Vietnamese and Chinese
signs on bustling Argyle Street

House Levee. That Chinatown
dissolved in the early 1900s
once the vice lords left.
Chinese immigrants, faced
with anti-Chinese sentiment
reflected in excessive rent
increases, found themselves
forced to the fringes of the
district. They settled at 22nd
(now Cermak Road) and
Wentworth Streets, an area
that is now the heart of
Chicago’s Chinese community
(see p94). There is also a new
Chinatown on the North Side,
marked by a pagoda at the
Argyle CTA station entrance.

Chicago’s Asian population
swelled considerably in the
1980s with the arrival of
Vietnamese, Cambodian, and
Thai political refugees, as well
as Filipino, Indian, Korean,
and Japanese immigrants.
Many settled in pockets on
the North Side, where various
Asian communities have
developed, such as the
Vietnamese neighborhood of
Little Hanoi at Argyle Street
and Broadway.

THE MELTING POT

Other cultures are
represented in Chicago

but are not as distinctly
defined. Chicago’s American
Indian population of
approximately 17,000,
concentrated in Uptown,
north of Lakeview, is the
highest of any US city after
San Francisco and Los
Angeles. Chicagoans of
Middle Eastern origin are
scattered throughout the city.
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Remarkable Residents

Chicago has always been a city at the forefront. It has
nourished leaders in diverse fields, from music to
industry, from architecture to sports. Some have been
drawn to Chicago from other parts of the US and
abroad; others were born and bred in Chicago and
continue to call it home. All have left their mark on the
city and, indeed, on the world. As the city where the
skyscraper was developed, in the late 1800s, Chicago
has long been a center for architectural innovation,
with many of North America’s influential architects
based here for at least part of their careers. Having
nurtured outstanding musicians since the 1910s, the
city is also famous for its jazz and blues.

Frank Lloyd Wright, one of the
world’s most influential architects

ARCHITECTS

Chicago architects have
literally shaped the city.
Daniel Burnham (1846-1912)
was one of Chicago’s most
successful architects. His
partnership with John Well-
born Root (1850-91) led to
buildings such as the Rookery
(see p42), a stunning early
skyscraper. His later partner-
ship with designer Charles
Atwood (1849-95) resulted in
the groundbreaking Reliance
Building (see p50).

Burnham was in charge of
designing the 1893 World’s
Fair. However, it is for the
1909 Plan of Chicago he
coauthored that he is best
known. This document of
civic planning became the
vision for Chicago, proposing
a series of riverfront public
spaces and the widening of
major roads to make the
downtown easily accessible.

Louis Sullivan (1856-1924)
has been called the first truly
American architect. Cele-
brated for his organic style of

ornamentation, as seen on the
windows of Carson Pirie Scott
(see p50), Sullivan declared
that form follows function.
Indeed, the detailing allowed
the architect artistic license
while drawing in passers-by.

Sullivan nurtured a young
draftsman with whom he
worked, Frank Lloyd Wright
(1867-1959). Over the next 70
years, Wright played a signif-
icant role in modern architec-
ture, fathering the Prairie
School (see p27) and design-
ing such masterpieces as
Robie House (see pp102-103).

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe
(1886-1969) moved to Chi-
cago in 1937. The impact of
his International style (see
p27) was profound.

MUSICIANS

An innovator of American
music, Louis Armstrong
(1901-1971) lived in Chicago
from 1922 to 1929. Here he
launched a revolution with
his trumpet playing, popular-
izing the new art of jazz.

If Armstrong was the king
of jazz, Benny Goodman
(1909-1986) was the king of
swing. His Russian parents
settled in Chicago’s West Side,
where Goodman joined the
Hull-House (see p116) youth
band. Later, he led the US’s
first racially integrated band,
inviting Black pianist Teddy
Wilson to join his orchestra.
Jelly Roll Morton (1890-1941),
the great pianist from New
Orleans, came to Chicago in
1922. Morton claimed to have
invented jazz. Muddy Waters
(1915-83) didn’t claim to have

Blues legend Muddy Waters
playing his electric guitar

invented blues, but he did
take credit for bringing the
sound of the Mississippi Delta
to Chicago, where his use of
electric guitar was seminal.
Nat “King” Cole (1919-65)
began his career playing the
organ at his father’s church.
Cole, with his unique and
velvety vocals, broke several
color barriers in the 1950s. He
was the first African American
to have a radio show, and
later, a weekly TV show.

ACTORS AND COMEDIANS

Paul Sills and Bernie Sahlins
opened Chicago’s renowned
improvisational comedy spot
Second City in 1959. Many
comics, including Gilda Rad-
ner (1946-89), Mike Nichols,
Elaine May, Dan Aykroyd,
and Joan Rivers, got their start
here. Comic genius Jack
Benny (1894-1974) and
Saturday Night Live star John
Belushi (1949-82) both lived
in Chicago suburbs.

Several Chicago-based
actors, including John Cusack
and John Malkovich, have

Chicago’s Oprah Winfrey,
a national TV personality
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gone on to international
fame. One of the city’s best-
known TV personalities is
talk-show host Oprah Winfrey
(see p169), watched by nearly
15 million Americans each
weekday. It was in Chicago
that the TV talk show was
born, in 1949, with NBC’s
Garroway at Large.

ATHLETES

Sports teams in Chicago are
not known for their winning
streaks, but they do boast
a number of superstars.
Former Chicago Bulls ./
basketball player ]
Michael Jordan is
perhaps most
famous, known
as much for
his product
endorsements as
for his scoring.
Hockey legend
Bobby Hull, as the
star of the 1961
Chicago Black-
hawks team, helped bring
the Stanley Cup to the city —
the team’s only cup win in
more than half a century.
Johnny Weissmuller (1904—
1984) may be best known as
the star of 18 Tarzan movies;
however, the boy who swam
at Oak Street Beach (see p77)
became the man who held
every world freestyle swim-
ming record of the 1920s.

- Y
Michael Jordan, the Chicago Bulls’
No. 1 basketball player

WRITERS

Chicago’s most famous
literary figure is Ernest
Hemingway (1899-1960), who
grew up in Oak Park (see
pp114-15). He rejected the
conservative mindset of this

Renowned poet
Carl Sandburg

Chicago suburb at that time,
saying it was full of “wide
lawns and narrow minds.”
Theodore Dreiser (1871—
1945), considered the father of
American literary naturalism,
wrote about Chicago, his
home city, in his masterpiece
Sister Carrie.
African-American novelist
Richard Wright (1908-1960)
moved to Chicago at age 19,
though he wrote his
bestselling novel Native Son,
about a man raised in a
Chicago slum, in New York.
Illinois-native poet Carl
Sandburg (1878-1967)
moved to Chicago in 1912,
where he worked as a
literary critic. His 1914
poem “Chicago”
describes it as the
“City of the Big
Shoulders.” Poet
Gwendolyn Brooks
(1917-2000) lived in
Chicago her whole
life, writing exclu-
sively about it. She
was, in 1950, the
first African American to win a
Pulitzer Prize, for Annie Allen,
her collection exploring the
Black experience in Chicago.

GANGSTERS AND
CRIMINALS

The city’s reputation for
lawlessness was secured in
the 1920s with the rise of the
US’s infamous crime lord, Al
Capone (1899-1947).
Prohibition set the stage for
mob warfare as gangsters
monopolized the lucrative
market of banned alcohol.
More than 300 gang-related
murders occurred in the
1920s, including the Capone-
orchestrated St. Valentine’s
Day Massacre (see p18).
Bank robber John
Dillinger’s daring
made him a folk
hero of sorts.
When he was
killed by the FBI
outside Lincoln
Park’s Biograph
Theatre in 1934,
onlookers
dipped hand-
kerchiefs in his
blood for mor-
bid mementos.

A bank robber as folk
hero, John Dillinger

ENTREPRENEURS AND
INDUSTRIALISTS

Young Chicago
attracted
many enter-
prisers.
Cyrus Hall
McCormick
(1809-1884)
transformed
wheat farming
with his inven-
tion of the
Virginia reap-
er. In 1848, he
concentrated his farm-imple-
ment empire in Chicago. He
died the richest man in
Illinois.

Real-estate developer Potter
Palmer (1826-1902) built
luxury hotels and is credited
with creating the wealthy
Gold Coast area (see pp72-7).

Marshall Field (1834-1906)
built his fortune as a depart-
ment store owner (see pp50-
51), funding some of Chicago’s
most important institutes.

Brewer Charles H. Wacker
(1856-1929), son of Frederick
Wacker (see p71), helped
shape the city as chair of the
Chicago Plan Commission,
overseers of the 1909 Plan of
Chicago (see p30).

Charles Wacker,
city planner

SOCIAL REFORMERS

At the turn of the 20th
century, Chicago was home
to three of the most influent-
ial women in the US.

Black civil-rights activist Ida
B. Wells (1862-1931) success-
fully sued a railroad company
for racial discrimination. Her
columns appeared in many of
the nation’s 200 Black papers
during the 1890s (see p95).

Jane Addams (1860-1935)
was involved with almost
every US social movement of
the early 20th century,

winning a Nobel Peace
. Prize for her work. In
1889, she cofounded
+ Hull-House (see p116).

Suffragist Frances
Willard (1839-98) helped
found the WCTU, the
, first international
women'’s organi-
zation (see Willard
House, p130).



32 INTRODUCING CHICAGO

CHICAGO THROUGH THE YEAR

hicago’s nickname “Windy
City” originally referred to
its blustery politicians who
lobbied to host the 1893 World’s

garden.” In summer, Chicago’s
beaches offer cooling breezes
and the sun-warmed waters of
i Lake Michigan. These same

Columbian Exposition. Visitors
will be struck by the appropriat- §
eness of the label. Chicago is a :
windy city whatever the season — &
although it ranks only 14th for
wind velocity in the country.
Springtime in Chicago begins
in late March. The city bursts into bloom
after a long winter, living up to its offi-

Cyclist on Lincoln

= waters keep the city temper-
ate during autumn. In winter,
they lead to “lake effect”
storms: plenty of snow and chill-
ing breezes. Intrepid locals
Park’s lakefront path  hundle up and take advantage
of winter attractions such as

the Winter Delights festival. City Visitor
Centers and the mayor’s office (see

cial motto, Urbs in Horto, or “City ina  p169) provide event information.

Irish reveler at Chicago’s annual St.
Patrick’s Day Parade

SPRING

Chicagoans welcome the
arrival of spring by jogging
through Grant Park, enjoying
Lincoln Park’s magnificent
flower displays, and cheering
on the city’s two baseball
teams, the Chicago Cubs and
the White Sox, whose seasons
begin in April (see pp170-71).

MARCH

Pulaski Day Reception

(1st Mon in Mar), Polish
Museum of America, 984 N
Milwaukee Ave. Celebrations
in honor of Polish freedom
fighter and later US Civil War
hero Casimir Pulaski.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade (Sat
before Mar 17), the Loop. The
Chicago River is dyed green
in celebration.

South Side Irish Parade (Sun

before Mar 17), Western Ave
from 103rd to 114th Sts. One
of the largest Irish parades
outside Dublin.

Greek Independence Day
Parade (last Sun), Halsted St
from Randolph to Van Buren.

APRIL

Chicago Park District Spring
Flower Show (early Apr-mid-
May), Lincoln Park and
Garfield Park conservatories.
An exuberant display of
colorful flowers.

Chicago Cubs and Chicago
White Sox Home Openers
(early Apr). See both Major
League Baseball teams start

the season on their home turf.

MAY

Bike Chicago (May-Sep), city
wide. Five-month-long
celebration of cycling, with
architecture bike tours, group
bike rides, and workshops.
Great Chicago Places
and Spaces (mid- or
late May), 224 S
Michigan Ave. Architec-
ture in Chicago’s
downtown is cele-
brated through walking
and lobby tours,
special events, and
exhibitions.

Wright Plus (mid- or
late May), Oak Park
(p114). Tour Frank
Lloyd Wright-designed
private residences and
national historic
landmarks in this
annual housewalk.

SUMMER

Chicagoans throng to

art fairs, neighborhood
festivals, and outdoor
concerts during the summer.
A long-standing Chicago
tradition is the free evening
concerts — from opera to
blues, from country to pop —
at Millennium Park’s (see
p53) Pritzker Pavilion.
Chicagoans and visitors alike
take advantage of this
opportunity for a picnic
dinner in the park.

JUNE

Chicago Gospel Festival
(early Jun), Millennium Park.
A two-day free event
featuring gospel composers,
singers, and musicians.
Chicago Blues Festival

(early Jun), Grant Park. A
three-day extravaganza of
local blues musicians and
southern artists.

Navy Pier, Chicago’s amusement park for the
entire family (see p65)
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AVERAGE DAILY HOURS OF SUNSHINE

Feb Mar Apr May

Sunshine

More than 50 days a
year on average have
clear skies, whereas 240
are overcast. Night
descends early during
the winter months, but
the days can be
brilliantly clear.
December is the
cloudiest month of the
year, with an average of
Just four cloud-free days.

Printer’s Row Book Fair

(early Jun), Dearborn Ave
between Congress Pkwy and
Polk St (p82). Book dealers,
alongside papermaking and
bookbinding demonstrations.
Old Town Art Fair

(second weekend), 1800 W
block of Lincoln Park W.
Artists from around the world
display and sell their work.
Wells Street Art Festival
(second weekend), Wells St
between Division and North
aves. Crafts and fine art on
display and for sale.

Ravinia Music Festival (mid-
Jun—mid-Sep), Ravinia Park.
Dozens of performances in all
musical styles (p170).

18th Street Cultural Festival
(third weekend), 1617 W
18th St. Tastes, sights, and
sounds of Hispanic culture.
Gay and Lesbian Pride Parade
(fourth Sun), from Lakeview
(p114) to Lincoln Park.

JuLy

Taste of Chicago (first week),
Grant Park (pp84-5). Concerts
and cooking lessons accom-
pany the cuisine of some of
the city’s finest restaurants.
Kwanzaa Summer Festival
(first Sat), Abbott Park, 49 E
95th St. Musical entertainment,
food, and activities for
children of all ages.

Chicago Country Music
Festival (early Jul), Grant Park
(pp84-5).

Rock Around the Block (id-
Jul), Lakeview (p114). Annual
weekend-long neighborhood
festivities.

Chicago Folk and Roots
Festival (mid-Jul), Welles
Park. An eclectic mix of
musical styles from around
the world.

La Fiesta del Sol (late Jul),
Pilsen (p116). Carnival rides,
arts and crafts, local and
visiting musicians, and
Mexican cuisine are featured
at this festival, one of
Chicago’s largest.

Jazzfest (late Jul/early Aug),
South Shore Cultural Center,
7059 S Shore Dr. Top jazz
musicians perform.

Venetian Night (late Jul),
Monroe Harbor. Parade of
boats and a fireworks display
that's synchronized to music.
Chinatown Summer Fair
(mid- or late Jul), Wentworth
Ave between Cermak Rd and
24th St. Fabulous food to eat,
with art and dance displays
to admire.

Chicago Oudoor Film

Festival (mid-jul through
Aug), Grant Park. Free movie
classics are shown on a
gigantic outdoor screen.

AUGUST

Bud Billiken Day Parade
(second Sat), King Dr.

from 35th to 55th sts. One of
the US’s oldest African-
American parades culminates
with a huge picnic in
Washington Park (p104).

as part of the Air and Water Show

Chicago Carifete (mid-Aug),
Midway Plaisance (p104).
Music, dance, and food from
the islands of the Caribbean.
Chicago Air and Water Show
(late Aug), North Ave Beach.
Planes perform maneuvers in
the sky and boats do stunts
on the water.

Bucktown Arts Fest (late
Aug), N Oakley Blvd (p114).
Local artists display their
various works.

Viva! Chicago Latin Music
Festival (last weekend), Grant
Park (pp84-5).

=

sotes

Visitors sampling delicacies of dozens of restaurants at Taste of Chicago
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AVERAGE MONTHLY RAINFALL

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Precipitation

Chicago’s average
monthly precipitation is
much the same
throughout the year,
with a modest peak in
early summer. Summer
storms are brief but

6 dramatic, and provide
relief from bumidity.

3 Winter brings blizzards.

[ Rainfall
] Snowfall

Pumpkins at a local farmers’
market, a telltale sign of autumn

AUTUMN

Autumn is an invigorating
season in Chicago.
September’s comfortable
weather provides an inviting
backdrop to the numerous
outdoor festivals held
throughout the city.

Autumn is also the season
when Chicagoans and visitors
alike test their mettle and
stamina during the
internationally celebrated
annual marathon.

Football season kicks off
the first week of September
with the Chicago Bears
playing at Soldier Field. The
city’s many sports enthusiasts
also flock to the United
Center to see the Chicago
Bulls play basketball and the
Chicago Blackhawks play
hockey (see p171).

In late autumn, the city gets
a head start on the Christmas
season, with many holiday
traditions beginning
immediately after Thanks-
giving, in November.

SEPTEMBER

Chicago Jazz Festival (Labor
Day weekend), Grant Park
(pp84-5). Swing to the lively
sounds of renowned jazz
musicians and singers.
Around the Coyote (second
weekend), Wicker Park
(p114). Arts festival and
gallery tours.

Celtic Fest Chicago (mid-Sep),
Grant Park (pp84-5). A cele-
bration of Celtic music.
Mexican Independence Day
Parade (mid-Sep), Little
Village. Floats, bands, and
dancers join to celebrate
Mexico’s 1820 independence
from Spain.

World Music Festival (mid- to
late Sep), various locations.
The eclectic sounds of world-
beat music.

OCTOBER

Art on Harrison (first week-
end), Oak Park (pp114-15).
Showcasing Oak Park’s
artists, galleries, and studios,
with displays, demonstrations,
and food.

Haunted “L” Rides
(weekends), Chicago Cultural
Center (p52). Free Loop train
tour with ghosts and goblins.
Mayor Daley’s Kids and Kites
Fest (early Oct), Lake Shore
Dr and Montrose Ave.
Annual House Tour (second
weekend), Pullman (p119).
A rare opportunity to see
inside this historic district’s
19th-century houses.
Chicago Marathon (second
Sun), downtown. One of the
world’s largest marathons,
with thousands of partici-
pants, and spectators in the
hundreds of thousands
cheering runners along the

26.5-mile (43-km) course.
Oktoberfest (mid-Oct),

Weed St from Dayton St to
Halsted Ave. Celebrates
German culture with food
and beer gardens.

Pumpkin Plaza (mid- to late
Oct), Daley Plaza. An outdoor
haunted village kids will love.

NOVEMBER

Holiday Windows at

Macy's (Nov—Dec). Animated
Christmas displays in the
windows of the State Street
store (pp50-51) are a
Chicago tradition.

Christmas Around the

World and Holidays of

Light (mid-Nov-Jan),
Museum of Science and
Industry (pp106-109).
Chicago’s ethnic groups
decorate trees in an
“enchanted” forest and share
holiday traditions.
Magnificent Mile Lights
Festival (third weekend),
Michigan Ave from the
Chicago River to Oak St.
Christmas lights are lit during
this annual procession.

The Chicago Marathon, attracting
athletes from around the world
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AVERAGE MONTHLY TEMPERATURE

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Temperature

Spring in Chicago is
generally mild. Most
summer days are
comfortably warm,

but there may be some
very bot and bumid
periods. Autumn is crisp,
with unpredictable
temperatures. Winter
winds are often bitingly
cold. This chart shows
the average minimum
and maximum tempera-
tures for each month.

State Street Thanksgiving
Day Parade (Thanksgiving),
State St between Congress
Pkwy and Randolph St. Santa
and his elves delight children.
Holiday Tree Lighting
Ceremony (day after Thanks-
giving Day), Daley Plaza.
Christkindlmarket (late
Nouv-Dec),Daley Plaza.
Holiday shopping in a Ger-
man marketplace, complete
with an 80-ft (24 m) tree.

WINTER

The city sparkles during
winter with elaborate
decorations, and buildings
and trees festooned with
seasonal green and red lights.
The Merchandise Mart, on the
north bank of the river, looks
like a massive wrapped gift.

DECEMBER

Country Christmas
(throughout Dec), Galena
(pp134-5). Holiday traditions

and celebrations in the town’s
Victorian Historic District,
including Santa visits, house-
walks, and a Mistletoe Ball.
Caroling to the Animals

(first Sun), Lincoln Park Zoo
(pp112-13). Sing holiday
favorites to the animals.
Chicago Park District
Christmas Flower Show
(mid-Dec), Lincoln Park
Conservatory. Colorful
holiday poinsettia displays.
New Year's Eve (Dec 31),
Navy Pier (p65) and Bucking-
ham Fountain (p85). An
evening of celebration with
laser-lights and fireworks.

JANUARY

llluminated Christmas tree in front
of the Tribune Building

FEBRUARY

New Year's Day (Jan 1),

Navy Pier (p65). Family
activities and fireworks to
start off the New Year.

Winter Delights (Jan 1-Mar
3. City-wide indoor and out-
door events, including themed
weekends and the Magnificent
Mile Crystal Carnival, with its
giant ice sculptures.

Ice skaters enjoying a bright winter day outdoors

Chinese New Year Parade
(date varies) Wentworth Ave
from Cermak Rd to 24th St.
Festivities include colorful
floats, traditional music and
dancing, and food.

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

New Year’s Day (Jan 1)
Martin Luther King Day
(3rd Mon in Jan)
President’s Day (3rd

Mon in Feb)

Pulaski Day (1st Mon in
Mar)

Memorial Day (last Mon in
May)

Independence Day

(Jul 4)

Labor Day (1st Mon in
Sep)

Columbus Day (2nd Mon
in Oct)

Veterans Day (Nov 11)
Thanksgiving Day (4th Thu
in Nov)

Christmas Day

(Dec 25)
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CHICAGO
AREA BY AREA

DOWNTOWN CORE 38-57
NORTH SIDE 58-77
SOUTH LOOP AND NEAR SOUTH SIDE 78-97
SOUTH SIDE 98-109
FARTHER AFIELD 110-119
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DOWNTOWN CORE

ordered on the north and

on the west by the Chicago

River, on the east by Lake
Michigan, and on the south by
the Congress Parkway, the
Downtown Core is Chicago’s
historic and financial center.
The downtown’s nucleus is
the Loop, named for the ele-
vated train tracks encircling

it. Even though the area i

was completely destroyed by the
Great Fire of 1871, a mere two
decades later it had been rebuilt
with pioneering skyscrapers,
including the Marquette Build-
ing. Along with this architec-
tural legacy, the area is home to
such famous museums as The
Art Institute of Chicago. State
Street is home to landmark
department stores.

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Picasso sculpture
at the Daley Center

Historic Buildings

Auditorium Building 0

Carson Pirie Scott and
Company (0]

Chicago Theatre @

Fine Arts Building (7]

Marquette Building ©

Macy’s (12) Museums and Galleries
Monadnock Building @ The Art Institute of Chicago
Oriental Theater @ pp46-9 (o]

Reliance Building @
The Rookery (2]

Santa Fe Building @

35 East Wacker Drive @

e

TIMN

KEY

o LI

R QRIVE 2
S
|
z

z z
g H
3 EI
3 o i E El
% E a E
3 o ® 5 1 B s
WEST LAKE  STREET El Lakemsmeé Least 2 ke £ staeer 3 g "
z 4 5 H $ &
g £ ] OMm::z: : =- 3§
s 2 El g AREI 2 g FEE O
E wesT, RANDOLPH STREET g v Randolph a & 2 5| 2
2 \Washington &, o S > s 9 = EAST RANDOLPH STREET ¢
g gWashington g ¢ = A 5 3 Randolph -
¢ z H i H :
FI- 5 % Washington @y = -amy Street Station &
S WEST WASHINGTON STREET 4 F £
= 9 E] z o 238
B2 i F 1@y LT ot
g i 9 FE &
WEST MADISON STREET - = EMADISON ST BICE}Q{QEZAL’WAL
5 |
H mMadnsan
S 8 P X
] WEST MONROE STREET 5 % _EAST_MONROE_DRIVE
§ " Monroe H e -
w z E 2
z 5 . 0 I GRANT £
(53 WEST ADAMS smszv@ ~ g E g PARK E
oQuincym WOUINCYST 3 (4] M [Y]Adams H ES
7 2 2
5 . __H 2
WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD m EAST JACKSON  DRIVE 2
o Jackson g g
tsalle[Y] | tibrary [Y] ., opumnes = §

[ Street-by-Street map
See pp40-41

[@ CTA train station

[E] Metra train station

Modern Skyscrapers

Federal Center @

James R. Thompson Center (20}
R.R. Donnelley Building (1)
Sears Tower @

333 West Wacker Drive @

Bridges, Parks, and Streets
Michigan Avenue Bridge (7]
Millennium Park @

Wacker Drive @

Chicago Cultural Center @

HL¥ON

ESOUTH WATER s
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E CONGRESS DR

GETTING THERE

The Downtown Core is easily explored

on foot. Frequent CTA elevated trains

circle the Loop. CTA buses also provide

frequent service. Downtown routes

include 20, 22, 36, and 56. Twelve Metra 0 meters 500
lines service Chicago’s suburbs. Trains — me——re—
depart from one of five stations 0 yards 500
surrounding the Loop (see pp188-91).

< Atrium in Macy's landmark department store
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Street-by-Street: The Loop

The Loop gets its name from

the elevated track system

that circles the center of the
Downtown Core. Trains screech-
ing as they turn sharp corners and
the steady stream of businesspeople
during rush hour add to the Loop’s
stone lion guarding the  bustle. In the canyon vistas through
doors of the ArtInstitute  the many tall, historic buildings —

and modern edifices such as the

Federal Center — you can catch glimpses of the 19
bridges spanning the Chicago River. The conversion of
warehouses to condominiums and renovation of historic
theaters are helping to enliven the Loop at night.

% Sears Tower Marquette Building

At a height of 1454 [t (443 This early skyscraper (1895)
my), this is one of the tallest was designed by William
buildings in the world. Holabird and Mariin Roche,
Views from the glass- central Chicago School
enclosed observation deck [figures and archilecls of

on the 103rd floor are more than 80 buildings

stunning @ in the Loop ©

190 South LaSalle
Street (1987), designed
by New York architect
Philip Johnson, has a

white-marble lobby
. with a gold-leafed,
\h\n vaulted ceiling.

The Rookery
One of the earliest designs
by Burnbam and Root, this
1888 building bas a lobby
was remodeled by Frank
Lioyd Wright in 1907 €@

Chicago Board of Trade
occupies a 45-story
Art Deco building, with a

STAR SIGHTS
% Art Institute of

Chicago statue of Ceres atop its roof.
The frenetic action inside
% Sears Tower can be ohserved from u

viewers' gallery.
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Santa Fe

NORTH SIDE

DOWNTOWN CORE

FEFEFRFE 1
FE (R R E5 R RE (61
ECH

* Art Institute of soutrtoce
Chicago

The Impressionist and Post- LOCATOR MAP
Impressionist collection at See Street Finder maps 3 & 4

this musewm, one of the most

important in the country, is KEY
This classic Chicago School world famous €@
building, with an clegant
lwo-slory glrium,

= = = Suggested route

houses the Chicago 0 meters 100

1o —— T—————
/{ rcbzlec/yre p— -
Foundation ©

The “Elevated,”
or “L train tracks

opened in 1892, Tts
loop in the city’s core
is seven blocks long
and five blocks wide.

A Monadnock Building
o The north balf of this
huilding (1891) is the
tallest building cver
constructed entively ;
. : oo
of masonry (5] el S
Fine Arts Building
Federal Center Frank Lioyd Wright once
Luduwig Mies van der Robe bad a studio in this 1885 Auditorium Building
designed this three-building  building designed by Solon The lavish birch paneled
office complex around a S. Beman. The building theater in this 1889 madti-
central plaza, which bolds was originally used as a purpose skyscraper. is one
Alexander Calder’s 1973 carriage showroont by the of Adler and Sullivan’s

sculptire Flamingo @ Studebaker Company @ best interiors @
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Sears Tower @ [

233 S Wacker Dr. Map 3 B2. i
Tel (312) 875-9696. [Y]] Quincy. |
[ Apr—Sep: 10am-10pm ;
daily; Oct-Mar: 10am-8pm

daily; last adm 30 min before
dosing. 7 @ [l [1 &
www.thesearstower.com
www.theskydeck.com

In June 2000, Sears
Tower once again
became the world’s
tallest building from

\ The 110-story

tower soars to

1,450 ft (442 m) — or
1,730 ft (527 m) if
the higher of the
two antennas is
included

The tower top
sways 6 inches (15
cm) in strong wind.

The glass-
enclosed, 103rd-floor
Skydeck, the world’s

designed by

. -1:'” third-highest
base to tip of antenna, = observation deck,
when a 22 ft (6.7 m) provides views of
extension was added to ” the far shores of
one of the tower’s two If Lake Michigan and
broadcast antennas. It " 4.:;_ e four states on
had already regained LS clear days.
its title as the tallest o
building in the world The 16,000
in two of four br.onze-tinted
categories under T windows are

. ] cleaned by six
,rewsed ,1997 . = automatic machines
international guide- =i eight times a year.
lines. Although it 2 o e e
no longer has the — s
tallest structural i o Bl'a;k 11; ;

H B B B clads € frame-
- - =R

Lo . il pa T —1  made from 76,000
distinction, which ST s of steel.
some say is the most e 5
important), it does X D oxander
have t,he highest 3 ! o ‘—¢3::I:"’;._- Calder’s mobile
occupied floor and = e e :;:;:::g sculpture Universe
also the highest e o gﬁw (1974) is on display
height to - E in the lobby.
the rooftop. T

Sears Tower, ! Eﬁ 4
opened in s SRRt ! = o
1973, was e -

Bruce Graham, a
partner at the Chicago
architectural firm of
Skidmore, Owings and
Merrill, with the assistance of
chief engineer Fazlur Khan.
Construction of the innovative
building took three years,
employing 1,600 people
during the peak period. More
than 110 concrete caissons
anchored in bedrock support
the tower’s 222,500 tons.

Today, the tower contains
3.5 million sq ft (0.3 million
sq m) of office space, more
than 100 elevators. It also
contains approximately 43,000
miles (69,000 km) of telephone
cable, almost enough to en-
circle the Earth twice.

The elevator to the Skydeck
travels at a stomach-churning
1,600 ft (490 m) per minute,

and an animated video about
the tower provides a welcome
distraction for some.

During the summer, there
are often lengthy lineups for
the Skydeck, but diversions
include a short movie on
Chicago and an exhibition
on the city’s ten
most significant
buildings.

View of the Sears Tower and
Skydeck, looking northeast

The Rookery @

209 S LaSalle St. Map 3 C2. Tel (312)
553-6100. [N] Quincy; Jackson (brown
line). [} 6am-6pm Mon~Fri; 6am-
2pm Sat. [@ major public hols.

When the Rookery opened
in 1888, it was the tallest
building in the world. The 12-
story building, designed by
the influential firm Burnham
and Root in the Richardsonian
Romanesque style (see p26),
has a dark red brick facade
with terra-cotta trim and a
rough granite base. The
building, now housing offices,
was constructed on a foun-
dation of crisscrossing rails
— necessitated by the clay
soils unable to support the
weight of the massive
structure. While its thick
masonry walls are load
bearing, the iron framing
of the lower stories
|

The Loop’s glittering skyline as seen at sunset
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allows for the use of large
windows — a welcome inno-
vation when artificial lighting
technology was in its infancy.
Framing the main entrance
is a monumental arch with
geometric carvings, including
eponymous rooks. Inside is a
two-tiered court, remodeled
in 1907 by Frank Lloyd
Wright, who covered the
original iron columns and
staircases with white marble,
inlaid with gold leaf. The
central staircase, framed with
Wright's signature urns, leads
to a mezzanine enclosed by a
domed skylight. A magnifi-
cent, cantilevered cast-iron
staircase leads from the se-
cond floor to the top. The
building was made a National
Historic Landmark in 1988.

The Rookery’s spectacular
light court

Marquette
Building ©
140 S Dearborn St. Map 3 C2.

Tel (312) 422-5500. [Y]] Monroe
(blue line). [ 24 hrs daily.

Considered the premier
remaining example of the
Chicago School of archi-
tecture (see pp26-7), the
Marquette Building was
designed by Holabird and
Roche in 1895.

Entrance to the Marquette Building

Commissioned by the owners
of the Rookery, the architects
faced the demanding task of
equaling the Burnham and
Root original sophisticated
design of that building.

The grid of this early com-
mercial 17-story high-rise’s
steel-frame skeleton is easily
seen in the terra-cotta and
brick exterior.

The building’s ground-
breaking expansive horizontal
windows became known as
Chicago windows (see p27).
They are one of the few re-
maining examples of this
innovative window design.

Bronze bas-relief panels
over the entrance doors,
designed by Hermon Atkins
MacNeil, illustrate Jesuit
missionary Father Jacques
Marquette’s 16734
expedition to the area.

In the two-story lobby,
mosaic panels of glass and
mother-of-pearl designed by
J.A. Holzer of Tiffany and
Company depict scenes of the
French exploration of Illinois.
Sculpted heads inset above
the elevators on the first and
second floors pay tribute to
the Native American chiefs
and early French explorers of
the Chicago area (see p15).

The building underwent
restoration in 1980.

Federal Center O

Dearborn St, between Adams and
Jackson sts. Map 3 C2. [ Jackson
(blue line). [ 7am-6pm Mon~Fri.
major public hols.

The three-building Federal
Center complex, designed by
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe
and completed in 1974, ex-
presses the pared-down
functionalism of Mies’
International style (see p27).
There is little ornamentation
to distract from these austere
curtain-wall structures made
of glass and steel.

The 30-story Dirksen
courtroom building stands on
the east side of the complex;
the 42-story Kluczynski office
tower and one-story post
office are to the west. The
center is interesting for the
expert arrangement of its
buildings around the plaza
and with each other.

The sterile plaza is graced
with Alexander Calder’s 53-ft
(16-m) vermilion sculpture
Flamingo (see p44), which
seems almost to

be dancing — its

steel organic
form a surprising
complement to
the rigid geo-
metry of the
buildings.
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The Monadnock Building’s
filigree wrought-iron staircase

Monadnock
Building @

53 W Jackson Blvd. Map 3 C2. Tel
(312) 922-1890. [N Jackson (blue
line). [ 7am—6pm Mon-Fri.

public hols.

Constructed in two parts
two years apart (and by two
different architectural firms),
the interestingly bisected
Monadnock Building looks
both to the past and to the
future. The northern half of
this office building, designed
by Burnham and Root, was
built first, in 1891. Sixteen
stories tall and with masonry
load-bearing walls (the
building method at the time),
it is the tallest masonry
building ever constructed.
The southern section, on the
other hand, designed by
Holabird and Roche, has a
steel skeleton sheathed in
terra-cotta, an innovation that
in the 1890s allowed
skyscrapers to soar.

The building is named after
one of New Hampshire’s
White Mountains. “Monad-
nock” is also a geological
term for a mountain sur-
rounded by a glacial plain —
an appropriate name for this
most solid of buildings, as its
walls are 6 ft (2 m) thick at
the base. The interior was
restored in the 1980s: the
mosaic floor is a replica; the

white-marble ceiling and
ornate staircase are original.
At the north entrance and at
the south elevator banks, you
can see, under glass, part of
the original marble floor. A
corridor bordered by shops
and restaurants runs the
length of the building, much
like an interior street.

Auditorium
Building @

430 S Michigan Ave. Map 4 D3. Tel
(312) 341-3555. [Y] Library.
145,147, 151. D 7:30am-10:30pm
Mon-Thu; 7:30am-6pm Fri;
11am-5pm Sat, Sun. |@] major
public hols. 3 Building: (312)
341-3555; Theater: (312) 922-
2110.See Entertainment p168.

Designed by Dankmar Adler
and Louis Sullivan, their

first major commission
together, the Auditorium
Building (1889), with its walls
of smooth limestone
typical of the
Richardsonian
Romanesque
style (see p26)

Roosevelt University admissions
office in the Auditorium Building

Theatre, the first home of the
Chicago Symphony Orchestra.
After many years of neglect
(World War 11 servicemen
used the stage as a bowling
alley), it was restored in the
1960s and is now a venue for
performing arts events. Four
elliptical arches span the
width of the theater, which is
ornamented with stenciling,
stained glass, and gold-leaf
plaster reliefs. Its excellent
acoustics enable guests in the
last row to hear an unam-
plified whisper on
stage, six stories
below.

The grand
lobby, with

rising above its onyx
the rough walls and
granite base, ornate
broke many Stained-glass detailing in the staircase,
records and Auditorium Building contains an
achieved a exhibition on

number of firsts. Combining a
400-room hotel, a 17-story
office tower, and a 4,300-seat
theater, it was the tallest
building in Chicago and the
first building of its size to be
electrically lighted and air-
conditioned.
Not surpris-
ingly, it was
also the most
expensive,
costing over
$3 million to
build. At
110,000 tons,
it was the
heaviest
building in
the world,
and the most
fireproof.
The build-
ing’s crown-
ing jewel is
the lavish
Auditorium

the building’s history. The
tenth-floor library, originally
the hotel’s dining room, has a
dramatic barrel-vaulted ceil-
ing and superb lake views.
The building also houses
Roosevelt University.

Facade of the Auditorium Building, with cows from
Chicago’s public-art project in the foreground
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White-marble lobby of the Santa Fe Building

Fine Arts
Building @

410 S Michigan Ave. Map 4 D2.
Tel (312) 566-9800. [V Library.
3,4, 145, 147, 151. ] 7am-10pm
Mon-Fri; 7am-9pm Sat; 10am-5pm
Sun. [@) major public hols.

Although now closely
associated with fine art

and culture, the Fine Arts
Building was originally
commissioned by Studebaker
Brothers Manufacturing to
house a wagon carriage
showroom. (The name
“Studebaker” inscribed
outside in stone is still visible
above the first floor.)

Designed by Solon S.
Beman and completed in
1885, the building, with its
columns, rough stone, and
arched entranceway and
windows, is typical of the
Romanesque style.

When the Studebaker
Company moved to a new
location, Beman was
commissioned to renovate the
building as a cultural center.
The facade of the eighth floor
was removed and replaced
with a three-story addition.
Inside, studios, shops, and
offices were added, and the
building quickly became a
hub of artistic activity. The
literary magazines Dial,
Poetry, and Little Review were
published here; the Little
Theater staged dramas; and
painters, sculptors, and
architects (including Frank

Lloyd Wright, see p30) had
their studios on the tenth
floor. In 1892, resident artists,
including Frederic Clay
Bartlett and Ralph Clarkson,
formed a group called the
Little Room and produced
eight murals, which still can
be seen on the walls of the
tenth floor.

Today, the building, which
has been given national
historic landmark status, has
a slightly frayed, run-down
charm. Many arts-related
enterprises remain in the
building, including the Fine
Arts Building Gallery in Suite
433, which showcases Chicago
artists, with a new exhibition
each month. There are also
two movie theaters.

The sound of singers
practicing scales can be heard
echoing through the halls,
and a ride in the old elevator
(with an operator) is an
experience not to be missed.

Santa Fe
Building ©

224 S Michigan Ave. Map 4 D2.
Tel (312) 341-9461. [ Adams. []
24 hrs daily. major public hols.

The Santa Fe Building

gleams — inside with white
marble, and outside with
white-glazed terra-cotta.
Designed by D.H. Burnham
and Co. in 1904 and originally
known as the Railway
Exchange Building, it is now
called the Santa Fe because of
the rooftop sign, erected in
the early 1900s by the Santa
Fe Railroad.

Porthole windows line the
top floor; terra-cotta reliefs of
ancient goddesses decorate
the vestibule. The atrium’s
balustraded mezzanine, marble
staircase, and elevators with

Decorative elevator door in the
Santa Fe Building

grillwork are all notable. The
building also houses the
Chicago Architecture Center
which is a “mini-museum”
detailing the history of Chicago
architecture and offering
guided tours of the city.
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The Art Institute of Chicago e

The extensive collections at the
Art Institute of Chicago represent
nearly 5,000 years of human
creativity through paintings,
Frieze on the west facade sculptures, textiles, photographs,
cultural objects, and decorative
artifacts from around the world. The museum was
founded by civic leaders and art collectors in 1879 as
the Chicago Academy of Fine Arts, changing its name - =
to The Art Institute of Chicago in 1882. Outgrowing i‘:l"t':‘:':;t‘:"_:::]';ﬂr‘;"""ks
two homes as wealthy patrons donated collections, it European gallery
finally settled in a Neo-Classical structure built for the A
1893 World’s Fair. A new wing for modern and
contemporary art, designed by Renzo Piano and set to
open in 2009, will increase gallery space by one third.

McKinlock

* Amerlca Windows
Light from McKinlock Court streams through the
azure stained glass designed by Marc Chagall,
one of bis last large-size works (1974-7),
created in part as a tribute to the US
bicentennial and to former Chicago Mayor
Richard J. Daley (see p19).

KEY

Second floors

First floors

Lower levels

Allerton Building

Rice Building

Rubloff Building

Ooi0ooimoo

School of the Art Institute

STAR EXHIBITS

* America Windows
by Marc Chagall

Main Entrance

% Old Man in a Gorget

and Black Cap by MUSEUM GUIDE y
Rembrandt van Rijn The Rubloff and Rice buildings house European decorative arts
Jfrom 1600 to 1900. The Allerton is geared toward children and
* A Sunday on La displays photographs and miniatures. First-floor galleries range
Grande Jatte —1884 [from ancient Egyptian artifacts to Asian collections and
by Georges Seurat American fine and decorative arts. The second floor is devoted

mostly to European works from the 15th to 20th centuries.
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The Child’s Bath (1891-2) \;g1ToRs’ CHECKLIST
American artist Mary Cassatt

| employed a raised vantage 111 'S Michigan Ave. Map 4 D2.
point and cropped figures in Tel (312) 443-3600. [Y] Adams.
her work — artistic devices 24 6, 7, 1205, 145, 17,
uncommon at the time. This I3 Van Buren st. [] 70:30am-

. . 5pm Mon-Wed; 10:30am-9pm
painting is influenced by the Thu~Fri; 10am-5pm Sat, Sun.

realistic style prominent in Jan 1, Thanksgiving, Dec 25.
Japanese prints. 17} (children under 12 free; free

5-8pm Thu, separate adm to
some exhibits). [S] [ Michigan
Ave. [l 1 & at Monroe St.
and Millennium Park garages,
Grant Park garages. Exhibits,
lectures, films. www artic.edu

American Gothic

Grant Wood’s 1930 portrait
of an lowa farmer and bis
spinster daugbter, initially
criticized as satire, has
become an American classic.

Mother and Child, Pablo
Picasso’s 1921 painting,

is exhibited along with a
fragment that he removed
from the final composition.

% A Sunday on La Grande
Jatte—1884
Post-Impressionist Georges
Seurat composed this image
of promenading Parisians
using tiny dots of color.

Self-Portrait by
Vincent van Gogh

Time Transfixed (1938), by
René Magritte, is a juxtapo-
sition of commonplace but
unrelated items to create a
surreal expression of reality.

The Assumption
of the Virgin

% Old Man in a Gorget and
Black Cap

Rembrandt van Rijn’s interest in
the wisdom of age can be seen in
this character study (¢.1631).
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Exploring the Art Institute of Chicago

The museum’s holdings span the globe as well as
centuries, from 3rd-millennium BC Egyptian and
Chinese artifacts to modern American and European
art. Almost every major artistic movement of the 19th
and 20th centuries is represented. The museum’s Early
Modernism collection is very strong; its Impressionist
and Post-Impressionist collection — one of the most signi-
ficant in the world - is outstanding. Important Renais-
sance and Baroque paintings complement these exhibits.

Visitor to the European gallery appreciating works of old masters

ASIAN ART

Some of the museum’s most
exquisite pieces are in its
distinguished Asian collection,
which comprises 35,000
works of archeological and
artistic significance.

The galleries of Chinese,
Japanese, and Korean art
include celebrated collections
of ancient Chinese bronzes
and jades, 18th- and 19th-
century Japanese woodblock
prints, and early Korean
ceramic vases.

The art from the Golden
Age of the Tang dynasty (AD
618-907) is the prize of this
exhibit, in particular, the
magnificent brightly glazed
earthenware funerary horses.

Indian, Himalayan, and
Southeast Asian art dating from
the 2nd to 19th centuries
encompasses artifacts of the
Hindu and Buddhist faiths.
Among the gems here are the
nearly life-sized 2nd- and 3rd-
century bodhisattva sculptures
from Gandhara (present-day
Pakistan), and a carved 13th-
century stone statute of Sara-
swati, the Hindu goddess of
learning, from Southern India.

The Art Institute also houses
Persian 16th-century illumin-
ated manuscripts and miniature
paintings, though these are
not currently on view.

ARMS AND ARMOR

Remarkable works of late
medieval and Renaissance
metal-craft are showcased in
the George F. Harding
Collection. One of the finest
such collections in North
America, it consists of 3,000
pieces of arms and armor.
These include
finely etched
helmets, chain
mail, equestrian
equipment, historic
weaponry, and
decorated
breastplates.

One of the
earliest pieces in
the collection is a
breastplate from
northern Italy.
Dating from 1380,
its original fabric
covering is still
intact. Also striking
is a 1575 northern

Flower gardens in the grounds
behind the Art Institute

for foot combat. Made of
etched and gilded steel and
brass, the suit is decorated
with large medallions depict-
ing allegorical figures.

DECORATIVE ARTS

For unparalleled insight into
the ever-changing taste of
Western society, visit the
decorative arts galleries. Their
broad array embraces
household items, including
furniture and tableware,
jewelry, and religious artifacts.

The impressive European
collection contains 25,000
objects crafted from wood,
metal, glass, ceramics,
enamel, and ivory dating from
1100 to the present. It also
includes sculpture from the
medieval period to 1900.

The American collection
includes an excellent
selection of Arts and Crafts
furniture, including a
beautiful oak library table
(18906) designed by Frank
Lloyd Wright (see p30).

The fine European and
American textile collection
spans 15 centuries and

Ttalian armor, used The grand staircase and foyer of the Art Institute
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features vestments, tapestries,
and embroideries. Highlights
are a 19th-century William
Morris-designed carpet and
two rare fragments of Coptic
cloth dating from between the
5th and 8th centuries.

Two of the quirkiest — and
most renowned — collections
are the Arthur Rubloff
Paperweight Collection and
the Thorne Miniature Rooms.
The museum’s holdings of
more than 1,000 French,
English, and American glass
paperweights, popular in the
mid-19th century, are one of
the largest in the world.

The Thorne Miniature
Rooms consist of 68 model
rooms, painstakingly
constructed to a scale of 1
inch (2.5 cm) to 1 foot (30
cm). The intricate European
and American furnished
interiors, ranging from the
16th to 20th centuries, are
made with extraordinary
technical precision.

—

The Londonderry Vase (1813),
inspired by Roman imperial art

20TH-CENTURY ART

The museum’s trove of more
than 1,500 20th-century
and contemporary paintings
and sculptures provides a
comprehensive and provoca-
tive survey of the development
of modern art. Representing
every significant artistic move-
ment in Europe and the US,
the works are arranged in
groupings that highlight stylistic
affinities between varied artists.
The collection is divided
into pre-1950 and post-1950
works. Particularly strong are

the examples of
Cubism, the
precursor of all
abstract art forms;
German Expres-
sionism, the
embodiment of
the search for a
strong emotional
language in art;
and Surrealism,
the liberation of
the irrational.
PostWorld War Il
art is represented
with works by
such influential artists as
Willem de Kooning and
Jackson Pollock.

ARCHITECTURE

When the 1894 Chicago
Stock Exchange (Adler and
Sullivan) was demolished in
1972, its Trading Room was
salvaged and reconstructed at
the museum. Its ornate glory
can still be seen in the room’s
stenciled ceiling and art-glass
skylights. As memorable are
the salvaged pieces from de-
molished Chicago buildings.
Special exhibits and a
library with a comprehensive
collection on Louis Sullivan
complement the installations.

IMPRESSIONIST AND
POST-IMPRESSIONIST ART

Gifts from wealthy patrons
such as Bertha Palmer

(see p77) and Frederic Clay
Bartlett, who astutely began
collecting works by Monet,
Degas, and Seurat in the late
19th century, led to the Art
Institute becoming the first in
the US to include a gallery of
Post-Impressionist art. Today,
it is one of the
foremost centers
of Impressionist
and Post-
Impressionist
paintings outside
France.

United only by
their fiercely held
belief in artistic
experimentation,
the French
Impressionists
were a diverse
group who

The Basket of Apples (c.1895) by Paul Cézanne

exhibited together in the 1870s
and 1880s. Dedicated to a
new form of art — one that
eschewed the constraints of
the prevailing formal style —
these artists attempted to
capture the textures and
moods of fleeting moments,
or impressions. Their final
exhibition was in 1880.

The artists who followed in
the Impressionists’ footsteps —
labeled Post-Impressionists by
English art critic Roger Fry —
created works of art exploring
evocative color relationships
and rules of composition.

Highlights of the museum’s
holdings include the highly
estimable Helen Birch Bartlett
Memorial Collection, featuring
Paul Cézanne’s The Basket of
Apples (¢.1895) and Henri de
Toulouse-Lautrec’s At the
Moulin Rouge (1895).

No better illustration of
Impressionist and Post-
Impressionist principles can
be found than Claude Monet’s
six versions of a wheat field,
which combines the basic
doctrine of Impressionism —
capturing nature’s temporality
— with the Post-Impressionist
concern for reconstructing
nature according to art’s
formal, expressive potential.
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Carson Pirie Scott
and Company @

1S State St. Map 3 C2. Tel (312)
641-7000. [¥] Monroe; Washington
(red line). D 10am-7pm Mon—fri;
10-6pm Sat; noon-5pm Sun.

Easter, Thanksgiving, Dec 25.

Il B3 See Shops and
Markets p163.

It is appropriate that such

an architectural gem as the
Carson Pirie Scott building,
housing one of Chicago’s
oldest department stores,
rests at Chicago’s ground-zero
address of State and Madison,
the starting point for the city’s
street-numbering system.

The upper floors of the
building are finished in
white terra-cotta, but it is
the ornamental metalwork
on the first two floors that
give this building, designed
by Louis Sullivan in 1899, its
distinctive character.

A particularly noteworthy
feature of the store’s exterior
is the corner entrance
pavilion, which extends 12
stories to the top of the
building and has ornamental
cast-iron motifs. Along with
intricate botanical and
geometric forms, Sullivan’s
initials, L.H.S., can be seen
above the corner entrance.
While this is the showy heart
of the building, it is worth
walking east along Madison
Street to view the metalwork
and Chicago windows from a
less busy vantage point.

TITEIITY

| Fi ! |
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The Reliance Building, precursor to
the modern skyscraper

Reliance
Building @
32 N State St. Map 3 C1. Tel (312)

782-1111. [M]] Washington (red line).

[ 24 hrs daily. [ [ See Where
to Stay, Hotel Burnham p140.

The Reliance Building’s
two-stage construction
(1891-95) was as unusual as
were the structural-support
techniques used. The leases
for the upper floors of the
original building on the site
did not expire until 1894, so

==

Ornamental metalwork above the entrance to Carson Pirie Scott

when work on the new
Reliance Building began in
1890, the upper floors of the
old building were supported
on jack screws and the lower
stories demolished. The
ground floors of the Reliance
Building were completed and
in 1894, when the leases
expired, the upper floors
were demolished and the
steel framing for 13 more
stories completed, in 15 days.

The new building, officially
opened in March 1895, was
considered revolutionary
because of its steel frame and
unusual two-story-column
design, allowing for the
masses of windows which
give the building its modern
look. The building’s design
was undertaken by John Root
of Burnham and Root. Charles
Atwood completed it upon
Root’s death in 1891.

The building was in serious
disrepair in the mid-1990s,
until the City of Chicago
purchased it and began an
exterior renovation, which
involved the replacement of
2,000 pieces of terra-cotta. In
1995, it was designated a
Chicago landmark. In 1998, a
hotel company bought the
building, undertaking a $27.5-
million refurbishment before
opening the Hotel Burnham
in 1999. Root’s original bronze
and granite design of the first
floor has been re-created and
the 20-ft- (6-m-) high elevator
lobby reconstructed using
Italian marble, ornamental
metal elevator grills, and
elaborate mosaic floor tiles.

Macy’s ®

111 N State St. Map 4 D1.

Tel (312) 781-1000. [Y] Washington
(red line). ] 10am-8pm Mon;
9am-9pm Tue, Wed; 10am-8pm
Thu-Sat; 11am-6pm Sun. (@) Easter,
Thanksgiving, Dec 25. [ 3 [E
2] See Shops and Markets p163.

No other retail establishment
is, perhaps, as important to
Chicago’s cultural history as
Marshall Field’s department
store, which became part of
the Macy’s chain in 2006.
The original Marshall Field
plaques remain on the build-
ing but, despite protests by
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Christmas window display at Macy’s

loyal customers, the name
Macy’s remains ubiquitous
elsewhere. Originally a dry-
goods shop begun by wealthy
businessman Marshall Field
(see p77), the store now
occupies an entire city block.
Built in five stages as the
company grew, the original
building, a Renaissance
Revival-style design by
Charles B. Atwood of D.H.
Burnham, still stands at
Washington and Wabash.
Field is credited with
transforming State Street into
the retail heart of Chicago in
the early 1900s and for
coining the commercial credo
“Give the lady what she

Superb Tiffany glass dome in
Macy'’s southern atrium

wants.” When the store
opened in 1907, it was
considered the largest in
the world, with 1,339,000
sq ft (124,400 sq m) of
retail space, including
the basement (such use
was until then unheard
of in US merchandising),
35,000 electric lights,
50 elevators, and 12
street-front entrances.
The store’s most
spectacular feature is its
Tiffany mosaic dome,
believed to be the largest
piece of glass mosaic in
the world. With more than
1.6 million pieces of
iridescent glass covering 6,000
sq ft (557 sq m), it took 18
months and 50 artisans,
supervised by designer Louis
Comfort Tiffany, to complete.

Oriental Theater ®

24 W Randolph St. Map 3 C1.

Tel (312) 782-2004. [Y] Washington
(red line). [ 73 771am Sat. See
Entertainment pp170-71.

The Oriental Theater
occupies the site of one of
the worst theater fires in US
history: just weeks after
opening in 1903, fire broke
out in the Iroquois Theater,
claiming almost 600 lives (see
p17). The theater was rebuilt
and operated until 1925,

when it was demolished.
The Oriental, built on the
site, opened in 1926. The
22-story building, with its
3,238-seat auditorium, was
designed by renowned
theater architects Cornelius
W. and George L. Rapp.

The theater was used both
as a movie palace and for live
performances. Judy Garland,
Jackie Gleason, and Bob
Hope all performed here.

Inspired by the East Indian
carnival-festival Durbar, the
theater’s interior is full of
fantastic decorative elements,
such as the elephant-head
light fixtures in the foyer.

The Oriental is in what, for
more than a century, was
Chicago’s bustling theater
district: Randolph Street
between Michigan Avenue
and Wacker Drive. The Rice
Theatre was the first to open
in the area, in 1847 (since

Signs such as
this mark the
Loop’s
theatrical
district

burned down). By the 1880s,
more than 25 entertainment
palaces were offering
vaudeville, musicals, opera,
and drama. Although few of
the original theaters remain,
the district is being
revitalized, spurred by the
restoration of the Oriental,
which reopened as the Ford
Center for the Performing Arts
Oriental Theater. Restoration
of the theater was completed
in 1998 after a 17-year closure;
62,500 sq ft (5,800 sq m) of
gold leaf were used in the
theater’s renovation.
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Facade of Chicago Cultural Center’s Randolph Street entrance

Chicago Cultural
Center ®

78 E Washington St. Map 4 D1. Tel
(312) 744-6630. [|] (312) 744-2400,
877 244-2246. [J] Randolph.

[ 8am-7pm Mon-Thu; 8am- 6pm
Fri; 9am-6pm Sat; 10am-6pm Sun.
public hols. via Randolph St
entrance. [ 1:15pm Wed, Fri, Sat.
3 1 H Weekly arts events;
call (312) 346-3278.
www.chicagoculturalcenter.org

Built between 1893 and
1897 as the city’s main library,
the building was dedicated in
1991 as the Chicago Cultural
Center to showcase and
celebrate the performing,
visual, and literary arts.
Designed by the Boston
firm Shepley, Rutan and
Coolidge, this massive Neo-
Classical (see p27) edifice
features soaring arches of
white marble and classical
Greek columns. The 3-ft-
(1-m-) thick masonry walls,

Grand staircase leading to the
third-floor Preston Bradley Hall

clad with Bedford limestone,
rise 104 ft (32 m) above a
granite base. The elegant
building cost almost $2
million to construct.

There are two entrances to
the building. The north
entrance, at 77 East Randolph
Street, with Doric columns
and a massive portico, serves
the four-story north wing; the
deeply arched Romanesque
portal with bronze-framed
doors at the south entrance,
at 78 East Washington Street,
serves the five-story south
wing. The Garland Court
corridor connects the wings.

The interior of the building,
which includes a grand
Carrara marble staircase just
inside the Washington Street
entrance, is a monument to
elegant ornamentation. Inset
in the staircase are small
medallions made from a
rare Irish emerald marble.

On the underside of the
staircase, seen by looking up
from each landing, are
intricate mosaics.

Two spectacular glass
domes complete the opulent
detailing. At the south end of
the building, on the third
floor in Preston Bradley Hall,
is a huge Tiffany dome. This
38-ft (11.5-m) jewel of
sparkling colored glass, stone,
and mother-of-pearl is valued
at $35 million. It is the largest
stained-glass Tiffany dome in
the world. At the north end of
the building, in the second-
floor G.A.R. Rotunda, is a
stained-glass dome in an
intricate Renaissance pattern.
It was created by the local
firm Healy and Millet. Both
domes were originally

skylights but have since
been sheathed with copper
and backlit to protect and
preserve the glass.

On the fourth floor is the
Sidney R. Yates Gallery, a
replica of an assembly hall
in Venice’s 14th-century
Doge’s Palace. Arched,
bronzed doorways are inlaid
with antique marble, and
the ceiling is coffered. The
stairway leading to the fifth
floor is modeled on the
Bridge of Sighs in Venice.

Although the building
itself deserves many hours
of architectural exploration,
allow enough time to view
the center’s many exhibits
that reflect the city’s rich
cultural heritage and
showcase local and
international artists. Along
the western corridor on the
same floor is the Landmark
Chicago Gallery, displaying
photographs of the city’s
architectural heritage.

The center also contains
two concert halls, two
theaters, a cabaret space,
and a dance studio.
Hundreds of programs and
exhibitions are presented
annually. Each week, there
are many concerts, literary
readings, and cultural events
held here.

One of two Visitor Infor-
mation Centers operated
by the Chicago Office of
Tourism is on the first floor
of the Chicago Cultural
Center, near the Randolph
Street entrance.

Stained glass dome by Healy and
Millet in the G.A.R. Rotunda
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KEY TO MAIN SIGHTS

(@ Harris Theater for Music & Dance
@ wrigley Square
® McCormick-Tribune Ice Rink

Millennium Park ®

Bounded by Randolph & Monroe Sts,
Michigan Ave, & Columbus Dr. Map
4D1. Tel (312) 742-1168. m
Madison; Randolph. [ 11am &
Tpm Jun-Oct. [ [ Concerts.
www.millenniumpark.org

A project to celebrate the
21st century, Millennium
Park has provided year-round
recreational opportunities
since it opened in summer
2004. A northern expansion
of Grant Park (see pp84-5),
it covers more than 1 million
sq ft (93,000 sq m). This park-
within-a-park has transformed
an unsightly rail yard into a
world-class cultural destination
for families, tourists and
convention-goers. It is now
estimated to attract some
2.3 million visitors per year.
The showpiece is the
outdoor Jay Pritzker Pavilion,
which was designed by
internationally acclaimed
architect Frank Gehry in

@® South Terrace and Crown Fountain
(® Chase Promenade
® Lurie Garden

association with the park’s
designers, Skidmore, Owings
and Merrill. The bandshell
includes a special sound
system that reaches the whole
audience. The Pavilion is the
new home of the Grant Park
Orchestra and Chorus summer
concerts (see p169). It can
accommodate up to 14,000
people, while its stage allows
for up to 120 musicians and a
chorus of 150 singers to
perform at the same time.

The new 1,500-seat Harris
Theater for Music and Dance
was built mostly below ground
50 as not to obscure views
through the park. Designed
by Hammond Beeby Rupert
Ainge, the theater offers
ballet and other dance
performances, in addition
to classical, chamber, opera,
and folk music.

Designed to pay homage to
the city’s motto Urbs in Horto
(City in a Garden), the Lurie
Garden, with its graceful
wooden footbridge and

groves of trees, is a pleasant

@ Great Lawn
Jay Pritzker Pavilion
@® BP Bridge

landscape of plants and
flowers. This 2.5-acre garden
was the result of an interna-
tional design competition
and has become a popular
meeting place.

The Crown Fountain
consists of two 50-ft (15-m)
towers that project video
images of Chicago citizens,
whose mouths open to spout
water on those visitors
splashing below.

The McCormick-Tribune
Ice-rink converts to an
outdoor restaurant and
activity plaza in the summer,
becoming a venue for
Chicago’s summer dance
program (see p168).

Beside the Ice Rink is the
At & T Plaza, featuring the
huge Cloud Gate sculpture by
renowned British artist Anish
Kapoor. This giant elliptical
structure (nicknamed 7he
Bean) has a highly polished
surface, which is designed to
reflect the park and surround-
ings. It is Kapoor’s first public
work installed in the US.
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Chicago Theatre ©

175 N State St. Map 4 D1. Tel (312)
462-6363. [T]] Lake (red line), State
and Lake (brown, green, & orange
lines). [ 29, 36, 62, 145, 146.

[ 10am-6pm Mon-fri. 3
Apr-Sep: noon Tue & Thu, Oct-Mar:
noon Tue. 3rd Sat of month:11am &
noon. See Entertainment pp170-1.

Slated for demolition in the
1980s but reprieved, this
grand 3,800-seat theater has
been restored to its former
glory. The oldest surviving
theater in Chicago, it was
designed by Rapp and
Rapp in 1921 and
originally was a
vaudeville movie
palace. It now hosts
musicals and other
live performances.
Along with its
Beaux-Arts white
terra-cotta facade,
the theater has the
last cast-iron
building front in
Chicago. In 1902,
architects Hill and
Woltersdorf

facade and added
another floor. The decoration
of the entranceway, triumphal

Chicago Theatre’s
remodeled the west marquee and sign

arch (inspired by Paris’ Arc de
Triomphe), and palatial lobby
reflect the opulence of early
theater design. The six-story-
high sign above the marquee
has become a city symbol.

Michigan Avenue
Bridge @

Map 2 D5. [ 157.

Linking the loop with the
Magnificent Mile, Michigan
Avenue Bridge, the first
double-deck trunnion bascule
bridge ever built, was
completed in 1920.
Spanning the Chicago
River, the bridge’s two
leaves, each weighing
3,340 tons (3,030
tonnes), open by
turning on enormous
trunnion bearings on
the banks. In 1991, it
was designated a
Chicago landmark.
The bas-relief
sculptures, one on
each of the four
bridgehouses, com-
memorate important
events in Chicago’s
history. A plaque on the
southwest corner marks the

The opulent interior of the restored Chicago Theatre

Henry Hering'’s Defence depicting
the 1812 massacre, on bridgehouse

site of Fort Dearborn
(1803-12); brass markers
embedded in the concrete
outline the shape of the
original fort.

At the bridge’s north end,
in the 401 North Michigan
Avenue plaza, a plaque marks
the homestead of Jean
Baptiste Point du Sable,
Chicago’s first permanent
non-American Indian resident.

Michigan Avenue Bridge is
one of 20 downtown bridges
spanning the Chicago River,
in a city that has the greatest
number of movable bridges
of any city in the world.
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Visitors can also stroll along
nearby Riverwalk, parallel to
Wacker Drive from Wabash
Avenue to Wells Street.

35 East Wacker
Drive ®

Map 4 D1. Tel (312) 726-4260. []
Lake, State. ["] 24 hrs daily.

This sandy-colored terra-
cotta office building,

which became a Chicago
landmark in 1994, has been
described as a “confection” —

Frieze on 35 East Wacker Drive

the dome at the top really
does resemble a birthday cake!
The building, designed by
Thielbar and Fugard, opened
in 1926. During Prohibition,
the dome housed mobster
Al Capone’s notorious speak-
easy, the Stratosphere Club.
The building once had
private parking garages on
each of the first 22 floors;
jeweler tenants, concerned
about security, drove into the
elevator and were lifted up
to their floors. A 1988
renovation restored the
marble interior. Outside, a
6-ton (5.4-tonne) clock with
the gilded bronze figure of
Father Time overhangs the
Wacker Drive sidewalk.

35 East Wacker Drive, seen from
across the Chicago River

R.R. Donnelley
Building ©
77 W Wacker Dr. Map 3 C1.

Tel (312) 917-1177. [N Clark.
[ 24 hrs daily.

The R.R. Donnelley
Building (1992), a modern
50-story office tower over-
looking the Chicago River,
is one of the more recent
skyscrapers to be built in
the Downtown Core.

Designed by Chicago
architect James DeStefano,
with famed Catalan architect
Ricardo Bofill as the design
consultant, the building
combines classical aesthetic
with Chicago School (see
pp26-7) functionality. The
many classical references to
ancient Greece and Rome
include the four-pedimented
roof, a contemporary take on
a classically proportioned
Greek temple. The building
materials likewise conjure the
classics: a grid of Portuguese
white granite frames the
exterior curtain wall of silver
reflective glass.

The ground-floor marble
lobby, with its 42-ft- (13-m-)
high ceiling and huge,
classical windows, is a

Corberdé’s Three Lawyers and a Judge in the R.R. Donnelley Building

monumental space housing

two sculptural groupings:
Ricardo Bofill's Twisted
Columns (1992), a set of three
Modernistic columns hand-
carved from white Italian
marble, and Catalan sculptor
Xavier Corberd’s Three
Lawyers and a Judge (1992),
rough-hewn basalt figures
suggesting human forms.

At night, 540 high-intensity
lamps dramatically illuminate
the building in a lighting
scheme designed by Pierre
Arnaud, who also illuminated
the Pyramids, the Parthenon,
and the Louvre Museum.

View of buildings along water-
front Wacker Drive, at twilight
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The towering atrium in the James R. Thompson Center

James R.Thompson
Center @

100 W Randolph St. Map 3 C1.
[M] Clark/Lake. [ ] 6:30am-6pm
(atrium 8am-6pm) Mon—Fri. 0
Art exhibits.

The James R. Thompson
Center (1985) is a refreshing
change from the rectangular
skyscrapers that make up
Chicago’s Downtown Core.
Architect Helmut Jahn
designed the center as a
symbol of open democratic
government, one with no
barriers between it and the
people. The all-glass walls
and roof in this multishaped
structure provide a monu-
mental, dazzling — and some
say, chaotic — transparency.
Originally called the State of
Mllinois Building, and often
still referred to as such, the
building was later renamed
after the former Illinois
governor who commissioned
it. The tricolor (patriotic but
often criticized salmon, silver,
and blue) center is home to

almost 70 government offices
and numerous restaurants and
shops. Performances and fairs
are often held in the atrium.

The interior rotunda, at 17
stories and 160 ft (49 m) in
diameter, is one of the largest
enclosed spaces in the world.
A cylindrical skylight soaring 75
ft (23 m) above the roofline
caps the rotunda. Its steel
frame weighs almost 10,500
tons (9,525 tonnes).

Exposed escalator and
elevator machinery echo the
building’s no-barriers theme.

Elevators run up glass shafts
to a viewing platform on the
16th floor. Here, visitors brave
enough to look down will
have a stunning view of the
marble rosette in the granite
concourse floor marking the
building’s center.

Throughout the building are
14 specially commissioned
artworks showcasing Illinois
artists, and selections from the
building’s permanent art
collection are also on view.
Ask for a directory at the
information desk.

On the second floor is the
Illinois Art Gallery, with
visiting exhibitions, and the
Tllinois Artisans Shop, selling
artworks and crafts.

Not on view to the public
are eight ice banks — each 40
ft (12 m) long, 12 ft (3.5 m)
wide, and 14 ft (4 m) tall — in
the sub-basement. In summer,
up to 400 tons (363 tonnes)
of ice are frozen each night in
these giant cubes, then used
to cool the building.

Outside the building, at the
Randolph Street entrance, sits
Jean Dubuffet’s 29-ft (9-m)
lighthearted fiberglass sculp-
ture Monument with Standing
Beast (1984) (see p125).

333 West Wacker
Drive &

Map 3 B1. Tel (312) 443-8254.
m Washington (brown, orange,
purple lines). [ 7am-6:30pm

Mon-Fri. [ IF

Located at a bend in the
Chicago River, this
prominent Post-Modern, 36-
story edifice echoes the
curving form of its natural
neighbor. Designed in 1983

The massive James R. Thompson Center, Standing Beast in foreground
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by the architectural firm of
Kohn Pedersen Fox, the office
tower is sheathed with
reflective, green-tinted glass
that changes shade depending
on the sun and water. Broad
horizontal bands of brushed
stainless steel run every 6 ft
(2 m). Green marble and gray
granite form the base of this
elegant, wedge-shaped
building, materials used again
in the two-story lobby.

A cityscape reflected on 333 West
Wacker Drive’s convex surface

Wacker Drive @

From N Wacker Dr to N Michigan
Ave. Map 3 C1. []] Clark.

Wacker Drive’s east-west
segment offers one of the
loveliest downtown walks

of any US city. Running
alongside the south bank of
the main branch of the
Chicago River and connecting
to 17 of the city’s bridges, this
two-tiered street was the first
of its kind in the world.

Named in honor of Charles
Wacker, one of Chicago’s
civic planners (see p71), the
drive was built in 1926 to
replace the run-down South
Water Street Market.

The lower level is reserved
for through traffic, but the
upper level consists of a
roadway, sidewalks, and a
pleasant riverwalk, lined with
public art.

Wacker Drive affords a
splendid view across the river
of impressive architecture,
including the massive
Merchandise Mart. Built for
Marshall Field in 1930, it is, at

The fortresslike Merchandise Mart,
best viewed from Wacker Drive

4.2 million sq ft (390,000 sq
m), the world’s largest
commercial building.

State Street Bridge Gallery,
in the bridge’s mechanical
room (open daily, no
admission charge), offers
visitors a rare opportunity to
see the machinery at work
behind this famous movable
bridge. The gallery also
displays local artwork.

At 75 East Wacker Drive is
the city’s thinnest skyscraper.
This Gothic-style, 1928 build-
ing is clad in white terra-cotta.

The Chicago Architecture
Foundation’s river cruise
tours, departing from
Michigan Avenue Bridge at
Wacker Drive, offer fantastic
views of Chicago’s towers.

CHICAGO’S RIVER

No other natural feature
played as important a role
in the early development of
Chicago as did the Chicago
River. For Native Americans
and settlers alike, the river
served as a trade route
connecting the Great Lakes
and the heart of the
continent. By the mid-
1800s, as shipping became
a major economic activity in
the area, the Chicago River
was the main thoroughfare
of a growing metropolis.

One unsanitary result of
such growth was that the
Chicago River also served as
the city’s sewer, a dumping
ground for waste. The
swampy conditions, with
the surface of the land near
to the level of standing
water, made it impossible to
construct an underground
sewer system.

In the mid-1800s, a
Boston engineer, Ellis
Chesbrough, was hired to
fix the problem. Chesbrough
developed the country’s first

comprehensive sewer system
— above ground. The streets,
along with the buildings on
them, were raised above the
new system, sometimes by as
much as 12 ft (3.5 m). The
city’s largest hotel at the time,
the Tremont, was raised while
still open for business, with-
out breaking a pane of glass
or cracking a plaster wall.

This new sewer system did
not entirely eradicate the
city’s unsanitary conditions,
however. In 1885, a devas-
tating cholera and typhoid
epidemic killed thousands of
Chicagoans (12 percent of the
population by some estimates)
when sewage flowed into
Lake Michigan, the city’s
source of drinking water.

In response to this tragedy,
the city initiated the largest
municipal project in the US at
the time — the construction of
the 28-mile- (45-km-) long
Sanitary and Ship Canal. Built
between Damen Avenue and
the town of Lockport, the
canal connected the Chicago

River to the Des Plaines and
Tllinois Rivers and involved
the digging out of more
rocks, soil, and clay than
was excavated for the
Panama Canal. This massive
project reversed the flow of
the main and south
branches of the river, which
now drain away from Lake
Michigan and into the
Sanitary and Ship Canal.

Drawbridge spanning the Chicago
River opening for water traffic
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NORTH SIDE

ust north of the Chicago [F—==] rose from the ashes, and today

River, Chicago’s North Side

encompasses several
neigh-borhoods, most settled in
the mid-1880s by Irish, German,
and Swedish immigrants. Trag-
ically, the 1871 fire razed the
entire area. The communities

= ‘[“l‘

7

Ornate detailing
on Present Bridge

the Magnificent Mile, Gold
Coast, Streeterville, and River
North are all upscale residential
and shopping districts. Modest
Old Town is an eclectic mix
of residences, shops, and
entertainment venues.

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Historic Buildings and

Streets

Charnley-Persky House 25}

Crilly Court and Olsen-
Hansen Row Houses @

Drake Hotel @

Edward P. Russell House @

1500 North Astor Street @

1550 North State Parkway @

Hotel Inter-Continental
Chicago (3]

Menomonee Street @

Newberry Library (18]

Residence of the

Roman Catholic ) Chicago Children’s Navy Pier @
Archbishop of % Museum @ Oak Street Beach @
Chicago @ WHENGHONEEST gﬂ
y Zawwiowst & G
Samuel M. 35w i %) 5
i I S 3 I
Nevenonnd ||, [0y .
El 3 i
2 I

Ransom R. Cable

Houses ®
Tribune Tower @
Wacker Houses @
Water Tower and

Pumping Station (5]
Wrigley Building (1]

N CLEVELAND AVE

GETTING THERE

The Magnificent Mile is a
short walk from the Loop.
CTA stations Grand and
Chicago are nearby, and
buses 3, 145, 146, 147, and
151 run along Michigan
Avenue to farther
destinations. A free trolley
circles Streeterville. CTA
red line serves River North
and the Gold Coast;
Sedgwick station serves
Old Town.

KEY

|:| Street-by-Street map
See pp60-61

m CTA train station

Modern Skyscrapers
John Hancock Center o
Marina City and
IBM Building ®
Churches and Cathedrals
Archdiocese of Chicago and
Chapel of St. James @
Fourth Presbyterian
Church @
St. James Episcopal
Cathedral @
St. Michael's Church @

Museums and Galleries

Chicago History Museum o
Hershey’s Chicago 0
International Museum of
Surgical Science (2}
Museum of Broadcast
Communications €
Museum of Contemporary
At @
River North
Gallery District (14)

Shopping Streets
Ouk Street @

Piers and Beaches
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Street-by-Street: The Magnificent Mile

The magnificent mile, a stretch of Michigan Avenue north of the
Chicago River, is Chicago’s most fashionable street. Although
almost completely destroyed in the 1871 fire, by the early 1900s,
Michigan Avenue had become a major traffic artery. The 1920
opening of Michigan Avenue Bridge led to a retail boom. In 1947,
developer Arthur Rubloff, predicting that the street would be
Chicago’s premier shopping district, dubbed it the Magnificent
Mile. His prediction came true and the name stuck. Exclusive
shops line the wide boulevard, while modern retail
complexes and mixed-use skyscrapers rub shoulders
with historic buildings.

% John Hancock Center
This tower offers spectacular
views from its open-air

Fourth Presbyterian skywalk on the 94th floor.
Church The ground-level plaza bas
Fourteen carved stone a fountain, cafés, and,
angels, each holding a occasionally, live music @

musical instrument, adorn
the nave of this Gothic
Revival-style church, the
oldest structure on the
Magnificent Mile after the
Water Tower. A large foun-
tain sparkles at the center of
its inner courtyard

KEY

= = = Suggested route

STAR SIGHTS —_—
% Msiial [iEe * Water Tower and
Continental Pumping S'tathn
. These two bistoric
Chicago castellated structures,
* John Hancock the station housing a Chicago Place
_ café, theater and visitors’ Contains specialty shops and
center; sit on an island in an aivy food court with an
* Water Tower and the street — a relaxing, excellent view of Michigan
Pumping Station shady retreat from busy Avenue. Historical murals

Michigan Avenue © decorate the building’s lobby.
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Water Tower Place
The shopping area of
this 1970s tower block
is centered around an
eighl-slory lerraced
atrivm and inchdes
upscale bouliques,
NUMErous restairdnis.
and (wo major
department stores.

NORTH SIDE

DOWNTOWN CORE

LOCATOR MAP
See Street Finder map 2

Tribune Tower
Rack fragments from famous
* Hotel InterContinental  siles around the world,
Chicago including St. Peter’s Basilica
An eclectic mix of delailing  in Rome, are embedded in
— from Mesopotamican- the exterior of this Gothic-
inspired carvings lo shyle tower 2]
knights in armor— vie
Jor allention in this
7929 hotel @

v

o 3 4

,
)

:

\
°
@

The Westfield 5?:%% \ \,  Wrigley Building
North Bridge %ggﬁ ' /ﬁ] This structure, one of
hif:;i?g?;;:‘ 2o N Chicago’s most beloved,
restaurants, S boasis a giant four-

sided clock and a

movie theater,
quiet courtyard,

and several

hotels. which is open to the
o meters 200 public. The ‘l’)mldmg is parti-
e — cularly dazzling at night, when

0 yards 200 it is illuminated
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WrigleyBuilding @

o ¥ |
View of the two-part Wrigley Building,

400-410 N Michigan Ave. Map 2
D5. Tel (312) 923-8080. m Grand
(red line). ﬁ 3, 11,145,146, 147,
151. North lobby [ 24 hrs daily;
South lobby [ ] 7am-6pm
Mon-Fri. South building [@| pub-
lic hols.

The Wrigley Building rests
on a historical site: it was to
here that Jesuit missionary
Jacques Marquette and
explorer Louis Joliet made
their first portage west of the
Great Lakes in the 1670s, and
here that La Salle planted the
flag of France (see p15).

Chewing-gum manufacturer
William Wrigley, Jr. com-
missioned the architectural
firm Graham, Anderson,
Probst and White to design
the building. The 30-story
south tower was built in 1920,
the 21-story north tower in
1924. They are connected by
three arcades. The circular
temple and cupola rising
above a massive four-faced
clock were inspired by
Seville’s Giralda Tower.

Six shades of white enamel,
from gray to cream, were
baked onto the terra-cotta
cladding; at night, it shimmers.

Tribune Tower @

435 N Michigan Ave. Map 2 D5.
Tel (312) 222-3232. [] Grand (red
line). [ 24 hrs daily. [ [

The 36-story limestone
Tribune Tower is the
winning design of a 1922
international competition

to the left of Tribune Tower

sponsored by the Tribune
Company to celebrate the
75th anniversary of the
Chicago Tribune. Architects
were challenged to create the
most beautiful office building
in the world. From 263
submissions, that of New
York firm Howells and Hood
was chosen. Their Gothic
design, reflected in the flying
buttresses of the crowning
tower, echoes France’s
Rouen Cathedral.

The building’s ornate three-
story arched entrance is
carved with figures from
Aesop’s fables. Gargoyles,
such as the monkey symbol-
izing human folly (below the
south-side fourth-floor win-
dows), embellish the facade.
More than 100 rock fragments
from famous sites, including
Beijing’s Forbidden City and
London’s Westminster Abbey,
are embedded in the exterior
walls, as is a 3.3-billion-year-

old piece of moon rock,
collected by the Apollo 15
mission. A guide to the rocks
is available in the lobby.

Hotel
InterContinental
Chicago ©

505 N Michigan Ave. Map 2 D5.
Tel (312) 944-4100. [Y] Grand (red
line). ] 24 hrs daily. [11]
E b4 2 See Where to Stay
p138.

Originally the Shriners’
Medinah Athletic Club, this
magnificent building was
renovated at a cost of $130
million, reopening in 1990 as
the Hotel InterContinental
Chicago. Designed in 1929 by
Walter W. Ahlschlager, it is
topped with a large onion-
shaped gilt dome.

Many of the building’s
exterior and interior details
reflect the Shriners’ interest in
all things Egyptian, medieval,
and Renaissance. Ask the
concierge for the free self-
guided tour audiotape, which
explains historic features.

Carved on the 2nd-floor
staircase to the Hall of Lions,
two lions guard the intricate
terra-cotta fountain. Inside
the King Arthur Foyer and
Court on the 3rd floor,
colorful paintings on the
ceiling beams depict King
Arthur’s life. On the 5th floor,
classical Renaissance
paintings adorn the walls of
the Renaissance Room Foyer.

The Johnny Weissmuller Pool at Hotel InterContinental Chicago
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The Spanish Tea Court fea-
tures a fountain lined with
Spanish Majolica tiles.

A gem is the 11th-floor
swimming pool, named after
the swimmer and actor
Johnny Weissmuller. A recent
renovation created a com-
mon entrance for the north
and south towers.

HERSHEY'S

Chicago

Sign for the giant chocolate store
on Magnificent Mile

Hershey’s
Chicago @

822 North Michigan Avenue.
Map 2 D4. Tel (312)337-7711. m
Chicago (red line).

[ 10am-8pm Sun-Thu (to 10pm
in summer),; 10am-10pm Fri & Sat.

When candy-maker Milton
Hershey visited the city of
Chicago in 1893, he pur-
chased the equipment that he
would use to revolutionize
the chocolate industry. With
mass production he was able
to lower the cost of manu-
facturing milk chocolate, once
a luxury item, making it
affordable to all. Today, the
Hershey Foods Corporation
is the largest North American
producer of confectionary.

Hershey’s Chicago is a
huge themed store located in
a Loyola University building
on Magnificent Mile. It
stocks all the well-known
brands such as Hershey’s,
Reese’s, and Kit Kat, as well
as the latest products and
goods unique to the Chicago
store. Sugar-free versions of
the most popular products
are also available. The
store’s interactive “bake
shoppe”, where visitors can
customize cookies, cup-
cakes, and brownies, is pop-
ular with children.

The Chicago store is the
latest addition to the world-
famous chain which includes
Hershey’s Time Square in
New York and the
Hershey’s Chocolate World
in Hershey Pennsylvania.

Water Tower and
Pumping Station®

806 N Michigan Ave. Map 2 D4. [T]
Chicago (red line). Tower Tel (312)
742-0808. D 10am-6:30pm
Mon-Sat; 10am-5pm Sun. [@) pub-
lic hols. Station Tel (312) 744-
2400. [] 7:30am-7pm daily.
Thanksgiving, Dec 25. [ station

oy BOH

Built just before the fire
of 1871, the Water
Tower (1869) and the
Pumping Station (18606),
housing Chicago’s original
waterworks, were
two of the few buildings
in the city to survive
the conflagration.

Designed by William W.
Boyington, these
structures look like Gothic
castles. The 154-ft (47-m)
tower consists of
limestone blocks rising
in five sections from a
square base. The tower
originally housed a
standpipe that
stabilized the
mains water
pressure. It is
now home to a
City Gallery
which specializes
in photography.
Lookingglass
Theatre is also
based here.

In addition to
housing a
Visitor Information Center
(163 E. Pearson St.), the
Pumping Station fulfills its
original purpose, pumping up
to 250 million gallons (946
million liters) of water per day.

The Water Tower survived
Chicago’s Great Fire of 1871

Fourth
Presbyterian
Church @

866 N Michigan Ave. Map 2 D4.
Tel (312) 640-2573. [} Chicago
(red line). ﬁ 10, 143, 144, 145, 146,
147, 151. [] 9am- 6pm Mon~Fri;
8am-7:30pm Sun. [l 8am, 9:30am,
11am, 6:30pm Sun. via126 E
Chestnut St. Concerts 12:10pm Fri.

The 1871 fire destroyed the
original Fourth Presby-
terian Church, at Wabash
and Grand, the night it
was dedicated. The cur-
rent building (1914) is the
oldest surviving structure
(after the Water Tower)
on Michigan Avenue,
north of the river.
Designed by Ralph
Adams Cram, architect of
New York’s Cathedral of
St. John the Divine, the
church is Gothic Revival
in style (see p26). Its ex-
posed buttresses, stone
spire, and recessed main
window all reflect
the influences of
medieval Euro-
pean churches.

Angels, 7 ft

(2 m) tall, stand
just below the
illuminated tim-
ber ceiling; the
stained-glass
windows are
magnificent.

A covered
walkway leads to a tranquil
courtyard designed by
Howard Van Doren Shaw.

Weekly Friday concerts,
some including the church’s
magnificent organ, are free.

The peaceful courtyard of the Fourth Presbyterian Church
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John Hancock
Center @

875 N Michigan Ave. Map 2 D4.
Observatory Tel (312) 751-3681.
[ Chicago (red line). [ ] 9am~11pm
daily. I to observatory (children

under 5 free). [ [ bd 2

Affectionately called
“Big John” by Chicagoans,
John Hancock Center
stands out as a bold feature
of the Chicago skyline. The
100-story building has 18-
story-long steel braces
crisscrossing the tapering obe-
lisk tower like stacked Xs.

The center’s major attrac-
tion is the Hancock
Observatory, located on
the 94th floor. Here, 1,127 ft
(343 m) above the Magnificent
Mile, you can actually go
outside, onto Chicago’s only
open-air
(screened)
skywalk.
Designed by
architect
Bruce
Graham of
Skidmore,
Owings and
Merrill and
engineer
Fazlur R.
Khan,
the John
Hancock
Center
opened in
1969, and
houses
offices,
condo-
miniums,
and shops
in 2.8 million
sq ft (0.26 million sq m) of
space. The elevator ride to
the top is touted as the fastest
in North America. At 20 miles
(32 km) per hour, you reach
the observatory in just 40
seconds. On a clear day,
you can see for up to 80
miles (130 km). The view
is especially dazzling during
the late-afternoon when the
sun falls upon the downtown
buildings. A wall-to-wall
exhibition in the observatory
traces Chicago’s history.

The center’s lower court-
yard has several cafés, with
patios in summer.

Entrance to the 1920s Drake Hotel

Oak Street ©

Drake Hotel ©

Between Rush St & N Michigan Ave.
Map 2 D3. [[]] Chicago (red line).
See Shops and Markets pp162-3.

Tree-lined Oak Street at
the north end of the
Magnificent Mile is home
to many upscale boutiques:
Prada, Hermes, Sonia Rykiel,
Luca Luca, and Jil Sander.
The Daisy Shop specializes
in vintage couture resale
clothing. Wolford Boutique
sells European hosiery

and swimwear.

Along with its chic fashion
boutiques, Oak Street has
numerous art galleries, such
as Billy Hork Galleries, which
sells limited-edition prints and
vintage posters, and Colletti
Antique Poster Gallery,
specializing in original works
from 1880 to 1940. The
Watermark offers stationery
and unique gift-wrapping: it
seals gifts in a can.

The 20-story apartment
building (1929) at No. 40 was
designed by Ben Marshall,
architect of the Drake Hotel.

Upscale boutiques lining Oak Street

140 E Walton Pl. Map 2 D3. Tel (312)
787-2200. [J]] Chicago (red line).
I 3 b4 See Where to Stay p140.

The essence of luxury in the
heart of the Magnificent Mile,
the 537-room Drake Hotel
opened in 1920. Designed by
Marshall and Fox in the
Ttalian Renaissance style (see
p26), this 13-story hotel is
clad in limestone.

The lobby, paneled in
marble and oak, is graced
with grand chandeliers,
elegant red carpets, and a
magnificent fountain.

The elegant Palm Court, in
the lobby, offers traditional
afternoon tea and is also a
fashionable place for cock-
tails, with live jazz Fridays
and Saturdays. The Cape Cod
Room has an extensive
seafood menu.

The hotel’s splendid piano
bar, the Coq d’Or, has live
music every night. When
Prohibition ended in 1933,
this bar served the second
drink in Chicago.




NORTH SIDE

65

The Museum of Contemporary Art’s grand entrance

Museum of
Contemporary
Art ®

220 E Chicago Ave. Map 2 D4. Tel
(312) 280-2660. [)]] Chicago (red
line). B 10, 66. [ 10am-8pm Tue;
10am-5pm Wed-Sun. Jan 1,
Thanksgiving, Dec 25. VQ (free Tue).
gERo0ol

.mcachicago.org

Founded in 1967, the Museum
of Contemporary Art offers
innovative exhibits that
interpret and present contem-
porary art. Designed by Berlin
architect Josef Paul Kleihues,
the sleek building has four
floors of naturally lit
exhibition space. On display
are selections from the
museum’s extensive collection
of works by internationally
acclaimed artists, including
Andy Warhol, René Magritte,
Cindy Sherman, and Alexander
Calder. Don’t miss Richard
Long’s Chicago Mud Circle
(1996), an exuberant
application of mud on the
gallery wall. The museum
also hosts evenings of dance,
theater,

and live

music.

Navy Pier @

600 E Grand Ave. Map 2 F5. Tel 800-
595-7437. 29, 65,66, 124. [
10am; closing times vary by day and
season. Thanksgiving, Dec 25.

= [ 5 ¥ 3 B Lake

cruises. Www.navypier.com

Navy Pier is a bustling
recreational and cultural
center. Designed by Charles
S. Frost, the 3,000-ft- (915-m-)

Tranquil fountains and palms at
Navy Pier's Crystal Gardens

long and 400-ft- (120-m-)
wide pier was the largest in
the world when built in 1916.
Over 20,000 timber piles were
used in its construction.

Originally a municipal wharf,
the pier was used for naval
training during World War II.
After a four-year renovation,
Navy Pier opened in its
present incarnation in 1995.

Navy Pier Park has a 150-ft-
(45-m-) Ferris wheel; old-
fashioned carousel; outdoor
amphitheater; ice skating;
miniature golf; and IMAX 3D
theater. The Smith Museum
displays stained glass.

Free trolleys run between
Navy Pier and State Street.

Chicago Children’s
Museum @

700 E Grand Ave. at Navy Pier. Map
2 F5.Tel (312)527-1000. ﬁ 29,
56, 65, 66, 124. [ ] Memorial
Day-Labor Day: 10am-5pm
Sun-Wed & Fri; 10am-8pm Thu &
Sat. |@) Thanksgiving, Dec 25. I
(free 5-8pm Thu & 1st Mon of
month). 24 1 [ Special
activities daily.
www.chichildrensmuseum.org

Chicago Children’s Museum,
focusing on activating the
intellectual and creative
potential of children age 1
to 12, is an activity center for
the whole family. All exhibits
are hands-on. Kids can build
a fort in the Under
Construction exhibit, climb
three stories of rope-rigging
on the Kovler Schooner, or
make a flying machine in the
Inventing Lab. In the Water-
Ways, they can channel water
with dams and locks. The
Dinosaur Expedition is where
kids can dig for bones in an
excavation pit.
Along with
educational
exhibits, kids
- can simply
have fun.

Chicago Children’s Museum, at the main entrance to Navy Pier
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Marina City and
IBM Building ®

Marina City: 300 N State St.

Map 1 C5. [J]] State and Lake.

[ 24 hrs daily. [ [ 2

IBM Building: 330 N Wabash Ave.
Map 2 D5. []] State and Lake.

[ 24 hrs daily.

The two towers of Marina
City pay symbolic tribute to
the Midwest’s farming
economy - they look like
giant corncobs. Designed by
Bertrand Goldberg Associates
and opened in 1967, these
twin circular towers function
like a city within a city, with
apartments, offices, shops,
parking, a marina, and even a
bowling alley.

To the east of Marina City,
and in stark contrast to its
organic form, rises the IBM
Building, a sleek modern
monument. Designed by Mies
van der Rohe (see p30) with
C.F. Murphy Associates and
opened in 1971, the 52-story
office tower has an exposed
steel frame and dark bronze-
tinted glass walls.

A small bust of Mies van
der Rohe, who died before
construction of the building
was complete, is located in
the lobby. In winter, the
exterior plaza can be quite
bleak and frigid. There are
strung ropes to prevent
people from being blown into
the Chicago River.

Marina City’s twin towers, flanked
on the right by the IBM Building

Shops and galleries lining the streets of the River North Gallery District

River North
Gallery District ®

Between N Wells & N Orleans Sts,
from W Erie St to W Chicago Ave.
Map 1 B4. [] Chicago (brown,
purple lines). [ 649-0064.

See Shops and Markets pp162-7.

River North is home to

more than 65 art galleries

— the largest concentration
outside New York City. Some
of Chicago’s finest antique
and home-furnishing shops
are also located here.

West Superior Street is the
center of the district. Galleries
here and on adjoining streets
offer a wide range of artwork
by both international and local
artisans. Unusual pieces by
American folk artists, African-
American art, glass sculpture,
photography, and contempo-
rary paintings are just some of
the treasures to be found.
Most galleries are closed
Sundays and Mondays.

Samuel M.
Nickerson and
Ransom R. Cable
Houses ®

40 & 25 E Erie St. Map 2 D4.

[ Chicago (red line); Grand (red line).
Nickerson House [ 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat. Cable House [@) to public.

Samuel M. Nickerson House
offers a glimpse into the
wealthy world of late-1800s
Chicago high society. Com-
missioned by Nickerson, a
distillery owner and banker,

this Italian Renaissance
palazzo was designed in 1883
by Chicago church-architects
Burling and Whitehouse.
Recently restored, it is now
home to the Richard H.
Driehaus Museum.

The mansion has 23 rooms
on its three floors, each room
seemingly more opulent than
the next. More than 20
varieties of marble, along
with onyx and alabaster,
were used to build the main
hall and great staircase. Even
the ceiling is marble. The
largest room is the first-floor
Picture Gallery, illuminated
by a domed, Tiffany leaded-
glass skylight.

Across the street, the
Ransom R. Cable House now
quarters a securities and
capital management corpora-
tion. Designed by Cobb and
Frost, the 1886 Richardsonian
Romanesque (see p26) man-
sion was built for the presi-
dent of the Chicago, Rock
Island and Pacific Railway
Company. It features rough-
hewn rusticated masonry.
Both houses are designated
as Chicago landmarks.

Charming coach house belonging to
the Ransom R. Cable House
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St.James Episcopal
Cathedral ®

65 E Huron St. Map 2 D4. Tel (312)
787-7360. [N] Chicago (red line). []
for mass only. Cathedral EJ 10:30am
Sun; Chapel 3 12:10pm Thu-Fri;
5:30pm Wed. [ ] Concerts.
www stjamescathedral.org

The parishioners of St. James
have worshiped at this site
since 1857. After their original
building was destroyed in the
Great Fire of 1871 (only the
1867 bell tower survived),
architects Burling and Adler
were hired to design a new
building. The St. James
Episcopal Cathedral, a Gothic
Revival (see p26) structure

of Joliet limestone, was
completed in 1875.

Inside is a fine example of
Victorian stencil work (1888),
designed by Edward J. Neville
Stent, a student of British
designer William Morris. The
stencils were restored in 1985
by the Chicago architects
Holabird and Root.

The Chapel of St. Andrew
is at the north end of the
cathedral. Designed by
Bertram G. Goodhue in 1913,
it is said to be based on a
private oratory in an ancient
Scottish abbey. The painted-
glass windows portray the
figures of St. Paul, Mary
Magdalene, and St. Francis.

The majestic altar and windows in
the Chapel of St. James

Statue of Archbishop Quigley
outside Quigley Seminary

Archdiocese of
Chicago and Chapel
of St. James @

831 N Rush St. Map 2 D4.

Tel (312) 751-8200. [¥] Chicago
(red line). Archdiocese office [@)| to
public. Chapel [ mandatory:

noon, 2pm Tue, Thu-Sat. Concerts.

The Archdiocese of Chicago
is in the process of moving
into the former Quigley
Seminary, which closed in
2007. Designed by Zachary
T. Davis (architect of Wrigley
Field) and Gustave E.
Steinback and completed in
1919, this Gothic building has
carved buttresses and spires.

Ten statues in the niches
along the north wall represent
saints, such as St. Cecilia,
patron of music, and St.
Elizabeth, patron of pregnant
women. On the spire of the
library tower is a statue of St.
George, his iron spear serving
as the building’s lightning
rod. A statue of Archbishop
James E. Quigley (1854-1915),
known for his commitment to
building Catholic schools in
Chicago, is at the northwest
corner of the grounds.

Also on the site is the
Chapel of St. James, inspired
by the Gothic Sainte-Chapelle
in Paris. The spectacular Rose
Window, 28 ft (9 m) in
diameter, depicts the life of
the Virgin Mary. Smaller
windows relate stories from
the Bible and the pictorial
scheme represents 245 events
of scriptural and church

history. More than 700,000
pieces of glass are set in
limestone frames. The
magnificent 50-ft- (15-m-)
tall limestone altar, adorned
with sculptures, was hand-
carved in France.

Newberry
Library ®

60 W Walton St. Map 1 C3. Tel
(312) 943-9090. m Chicago (red
line). D Hrs for lobby, book rooms,
and exhibits vary; call ahead.

public hols. [ 3 3pm Thu;
10:30am Sat. 7] Exhibits,
lectures, concerts.
www.newberry.org

At the north end of
Washington Square Park is
the impressive Newberry
Library. Founded in 1887 by
Walter Newberry, a merchant
and banker, this independent
research library for the
humanities — one of the best
in the US - opened to the
public in 1893. Henry Ives
Cobb, master architect of the
Richardsonian Romanesque
style, was the designer.

Strengths of the collection
include cartography, Native
American history, Renaissance
studies, and geneology. Rarities
include a 1481 edition of
Dante’s Divine Comedy, first
editions of Milton’s Paradise
Regained, and the King James
Version of the Bible.

Through the triple-arched
entrance, the lobby has a grand
staircase, terrazzo flooring,
galleries, and a bookstore.

Jeweled cover of the first edition of
Milton’s Paradise Regained
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St. Michael’s
Church ©

1633 N Cleveland Ave. Map 1 B1.
Tel (312) 642-2498. [N Sedgwick.
Ed 9am, 11am, 7pm Sun; 5:30pm

Mon, Wed-Sat. [ weekends or by
arrangement. [

The original St. Michael’s
Church was a small brick
building built in 1852. As
St. Michael’s small
congregation
expanded, it outgrew
the building. The
cornerstone for a
new church was laid
in 1866. In just three
years the building’s
construction,
overseen by builder
August Wallbaum, was
complete. Later, the
Great Fire of 1871
destroyed the roof and
interior of the church.
However, the thick, brick
walls survived and remain
to this day.

The steeple, added to
the bell tower in 1888, rises
290 ft (88.5 m) above the

Angel in
St. Michael’s

ground. The bell tower is
adorned with a large four-
faced clock. Each of the
five bells in the tower
weighs between 2,500
and 6,000 Ibs (1,135 and
2,720 kg). By tradition, if
you can hear the bells

of St. Michael’s, you are
in Old Town.

Restoration of the church

began in the 1990s. The
first phase involved
removing a ton of
pigeon excrement from
inside the bell tower.

The colorful, vaulted
interior features Mayer
stained glass, frescoes,
and sculptures depicting
the life of Christ and

the Virgin Mary. The
carved high altar

and its four subsidiary

altars illustrate St.

Michael, flanked
by the archangels Gabriel
and Raphael, triumphant
over Lucifer.

Located on the church
grounds is a small monu-
ment dedicated to Catholic
war veterans.

The high-domed interior and main altar of St. Michael’s Church

335 Menomonee Street, a wooden
cottage typical of Old Town

Menomonee
Street @

From N Sedgwick St to Lincoln Park
W. Map 1 B1. [ Sedgwick.

Menomonee Street lies in

the heart of Old Town
Triangle Historic District
(bounded by Cleveland Street
and North and Lincoln
Avenues), a delightful area of
vintage cottages and Queen
Anne-style (see p26) row
houses settled in the mid-
1800s by working-class
German immigrants.

In the 1940s, community
concern over the area’s falling
fortunes led to one of the
city’s earliest neighborhood
revitalization efforts. Today,
the Old Town Triangle’s
narrow tree-lined streets are
home to picturesque houses
and numerous interesting
shops and restaurants.

Walk along Menomonee
Street to view the residences
that typify mid- to late-19th-
century Old Town. Most of
the original houses in the area
were small cottages built
using the method of balloon
framing, so-called because
such structures were report-
edly as easy to construct as
blowing up a balloon (see
p27). The lightweight wood-
en frames provided ample
kindling when the 1871 fire
swept through the area.

The whitish gray clapboard
house at No. 350 is a rare
surviving example of the fire-
relief shanties the Chicago
Relief and Aid Society built
for people made homeless by
the fire. These one-room
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structures, costing the City
about $100 each, were
transported on wagons to
charred lots, providing fire
victims with instant lodging.
The shanties were later
replaced with permanent
wooden cottages, constructed
before an 1874 city ordinance
prohibited the building of
wooden structures. The high
basements and raised front
staircases typical of these
cottages were designed to
accommodate the above-
ground sewage system (see
p57). The cottages at Nos.
325-45, although built after
1871, are typical of those in
the neighborhood before the
ravages of the Great Fire.

Wacker Houses @

1836 & 1838 N Lincoln Park W. Map
1B1. [¥] Sedgwick. to public.

Both the Charles H. Wacker
House and the Frederick
Wacker House, designed in
the early 1870s by an
unknown architect, are highly
ornate examples of the
Chicago cottage style.

Commissioned by Frederick
Wacker, a Swiss-born brewer,
No. 1836 was built as a coach
house but served as the
Wacker’s temporary home
until No. 1838, a wood-frame
structure built just before the
ban on wood as a building
material, was completed.

Charles Wacker, Frederick’s
son and the city planner after
whom Wacker Drive is named
(see p57), remodeled the

Frederick Wacker House, with its
alpine-style overhanging porch

The elaborate Queen Anne-style Olsen-Hansen Row Houses

coach house after moving it
to its present location beside
the main family home.

No. 1838’s elaborately
carved trim is an excellent
example of the handcrafted
details on many houses in the
Old Town neighborhood.

Crilly Court and
Olsen-Hansen Row
Houses @

Crilly Court: north of W Eugenie St
between N Wells St & N Park Ave;
Olsen-Hansen Row Houses:
164-172 W Eugenie St. Map 1 C1.
[ Sedgwick. [@) to public.

Representing two different
approaches to Queen
Anne-style row-house design
are Crilly Court and the
Olsen-Hansen Row Houses.

Crilly Court was created in
1885 by real-estate developer
Daniel F. Crilly, when he
bought a city block and cut a
north-south street through it,
which he named after himself.
Over the next ten years, Crilly
built a residential and retail
development, creating what is
now one of the quaintest
streets in Chicago.

Two columns frame the
entrance to the court. On the
court’s west side are two-story
stone row houses. On the
east side is a four-story
apartment building, the
names of Crilly’s four children
carved above the doors.

The renovation of the
development in the 1940s, led
by Crilly’s son Edgar, included

closing off alleys behind the
residences to create private
courtyards and replacing
wooden balconies with
wrought-iron ones, giving the
complex a New Orleans-like
atmosphere. This redevelop-
ment of Crilly Court initiated
the renewal of the Lincoln
Park neighborhood.

The Olsen-Hansen Row
Houses, on West Eugenie
Street, are more elaborate
expressions of the Queen
Anne style (see p26). The row
houses were designed by
Norwegian-born architect
Harald M. Hansen in 1886 for
Adolph Olsen. Only 5 of the
original 12 remain.

Turrets, various window
styles, Victorian porches,
irregular rooflines, and a
mixture of building materials
— ranging from red brick to
rough stone — give each of
the row houses a distinctive
identity. Hansen himself lived
here, at No. 164.

Daniel F. Crilly, developer of
Chicago’s handsome Crilly Court
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Astor Street

For more than 100 years, Astor Street, named for

fur tycoon and real-estate magnate John Jacob
Astor, has been the heart of fashionable Gold Coast.
Wealthy Chicagoans flocked to the area in the 1880s
and built over the next 60 years the striking houses
in myriad architectural styles that line the street,
though interspersed today with more modern
buildings. Just six blocks long, the charming Astor
Street district, designated a Chicago landmark in
1975, is ideal for leisurely strolling.

Lakes area. Astor’s suc-
cessful fur business
helped fund later, highly
profitable, real-estate
ventures. When he died, he
was the richest man in the US.

VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

From North Ave to W Division St
Map 2 D1-D2. []] Clark/
Division.

0 meters 100
—— —
0 yards 100

May House (No. 1443) is a
granite Romanesque Revival-
style mansion designed in 1891
by celebrated residential
architect J.L. Silsbee, one of
Frank Lloyd Wright's (see p30)
first employers. The mansion’s
grand arched entranceway with
ornate carving is one of its most
striking features.

William D. Kerfoot
This real-estate business-
man lived at No. 1425.
The first Chicagoan to
reopen for business in the
Loop after the fire of 1871,
be posted outside his
bastily erected shanty a
sign the day after the fire:
“All gone but wife,
children, and energy.

John L. Fortune
House (No. 1451)

Astor Street West Side

STAR SIGHTS

* Charnley-Persky
House

% Edward P. Russell
House

* Residence of the
Roman Catholic
Archbishop of

JOHN JACOB ASTOR ClEEe
German-born John Jacob
Astor (1763-1848) made
his fortune in the fur A
trade. In 1808 he char- %
tered the Chicago-based
American Fur Com- 0 meters 100
pany, creating a —
monopoly in the Great 0 yards 100

1400 Block North
Astor Street

The buildings lining this
handsome block of the Gold
Coast reflect an eclectic mix
of architectural styles,
ranging from a Tudor
Revival country-style house
at No. 1451 to a Gothic-style
chateau at No. 1449.

R S S O Y
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* Edward P.
Russell House
Carvings in a floral
motif decorate the
Art Deco fagade and
window metalwork
of this 1929 Holabird
and Root-designed
townhouse (No.
1444) @

* Charnley-Persky House
This superb house (No. 1365) is, appropri-
ately, now the national beadquarters of the
Society of Architectural Historians. The
building reflects the architectural styles of
its two collaborators, Louis Sullivan and
Frank Lioyd Wright, and is a masterpiece of
Prairie School design (see p27) @
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Patterson-McCormick Mansion
(No. 1500; see p76)
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< < < << East side walking south

R

2 >>>>> West side walking north

NORTH AVENUE

* Residence
of the Roman
Catholic
Archbishop of
Chicago

Built in 1880 of
red brick, this
massive

Queen Anne-
style mansion is
the oldest home
in the area. Decorative exterior features
include floral carvings and limestone trim @

Astor Court

This Georgian-style mansion (No. 1355)
was designed in 1914 by Howard Van
Doren Shaw for William C. Goodman,
who also commissioned Shaw to design
the Goodman Theatre. A decorative
iron gate opens to a couri-
yard. The building now
contains luxury apartments.

Edwin J. Gardiner
House (No. 1345)

R O S O e e
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Chicago History
Museum @

1601 N Clark St. Map 1 C1. Tel
(312) 642-4600. 11,22, 36,72,
151, 156. [ 9:30am-4:30pm
Mon-Sat (to 8pm Thu); noon-5pm
Sun. Jan 1, Thanksgiving, Dec 25.
@ (free Mon, children under 12 free)
B & 3 (call for times). 5 1
I Concerts, lectures.
www.chicagohistory.org

Founded in 1856, the
Chicago History Museum,
formerly known as the
Chicago Historical Society, is
the city’s oldest cultural
institution. A major museum
and research center, it boasts
more than 22 million objects,
images, and documents
relating to the history of
Chicago and Illinois.
Permanent exhibits,
supplemented with temporary
displays, trace the early
recorded history of the
Chicago area, beginning with
the expeditions of 17th-
century French explorers such
as Father Jacques Marquette.
Among the highlights of the
collection are the Chicago
history dioramas on the first
floor. Behind glass in a
darkened room, eight minia-
ture scenes show Chicago’s
rapid growth in the 18th and
19th centuries. The dioramas
illustrate great events, such as
the Great Fire of 1871 and the
1893 World’s Columbian
Exposition, as well as historic
scenes, such as bustling
LaSalle Street in the mid-1860s.
American-history buffs
shouldn’t miss the American
Wing, on the second floor,
which features 1 of only 23
surviving copies of the

~ i - o

Depiction of the 1871 Great Fire from the museum’s excellent collection

The original, Neo-Georgian
entrance to the History Museum

Declaration of Independence
(the version printed in Phila-
delphia on July 4, 1776). As
well, there is a rare copy of
the American Constitution first
printed in a Philadelphia
newspaper, alongside the Bill
of Rights drafted in 1789.
Abraham Lincoln’s deathbed
is also on display. The Chicago
History Museum also has a
Research Center library, which
is open for public research.
Along with the fascinating
exhibits, the building itself is
noteworthy, as it presents two
dramatic faces to the world.
The original Neo-Georgian
structure, designed by
architects Graham, Anderson,
Probst and White in 1932, is
best appreciated from Lincoln
Park. The 1988 addition faces
North Clark Street with a
three-story, glass-and-steel
atrium entrance. The most
dramatic feature is the curving
glass section at the south end.
In 2006, the museum
completed extensive renova-
tions and celebrated its 150th
anniversary with a new
permanent exhibit entitled
“Chicago: Crossroads of

o 2, AT

America.” Offering a fresh
perspective on the city, it
interprets Chicago as a
dynamic hub of commerce,
industry, and culture that
shaped modern America. A
centerpiece is Chicago’s first
“L” car, which transported
riders to the 1893 World’s
Columbian Exposition. As the
title suggests, its galleries
focus on Chicago first as a
crossroads of commerce and
industry, from fur to meat-
packing. It also portrays
Chicago as a city in crisis,
from the fire of 1871 to the
Democratic National
Convention of 1968, and as a
home for many generations of
every race, ethnicity, and
class; as a breeding ground
for such innovations as
skyscrapers, the Prairie
School, Marshall Field’s,
Wrigley gum, and Weber grills;
and finally, as a cultural hub,
offering baseball to jazz,
blues, and classical music.

1550 North State Parkway, once the
epitome of Gold Coast luxury

1550 North State
Parkway @

Map 1 C1. [)]] Clark/Division. [@] to
public.

When it opened in 1912,
this apartment building
overlooking Lincoln Park
epitomized the luxury of the
Gold Coast. Designed by
Marshall and Fox (architects
of the Drake Hotel, see p64),
the 12-story Beaux-Arts (see
p27) structure is faced with
white terra-cotta.
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Originally, each of the floors International skull. Amazingly, some of the
comprised a separate trepanned skulls on display
apartment with 15 rooms (5 Musc;um of show bony tissue growth,
for servants) and 9,000 sq ft Sur glCﬂl proof that patients survived
(835 sq mv) of living space — Science @ the procedure. Less grisly

more than four times the size
of the average modest home.
The luxurious apartments
have since been subdivided.

The black grillwork of the
iron balconies, bowed
windows, and the large urns
on top of the balustrade are
all interesting features.

The imposing home of Chicago’s
Roman Catholic archbishop

Residence of the
Roman Catholic
Archbishop of
Chicago ®

1555 N State Pkwy. Map 2 D1.
[M Clark/Division. to public.

Built in 1880 on the site of
an early Catholic cemetery,
the building is home to

the archbishop of Chicago’s
Roman Catholic diocese.
Archbishop Patrick A. Feehan
was the first resident of this,
the area’s oldest home.

The two-and-a-half-story
Queen Anne-style (see p26)
mansion was designed by
Alfred F. Pashley. Although
not highly ornamented, its
decorative features include
Italianate windows and 19
chimneys rising from a
peaked and gabled roofline,
a landmark of the area.

The property surrounding
the archbishop’s residence
was subdivided in the late
1800s by the Chicago
Archdiocese and sold to
Chicago’s wealthy, who built
their houses on the lots.

Today, the archbishop’s
residence has attractive
landscaped grounds,
complete with papal flag.

1524 N Lake Shore Dr. Map 2 D1.
Tel (312) 642-6502. [)]] Clark/Division
(red line), Sedgwick (brown and
purple lines). B 151. [] May-Sep:
10am-4pm Tue-Sun, Oct-Apr:
10am-4pm Tue-Sat. [@)] Mon, public

hols. 127 (free Tue) [E] 1 I

WWW.imss.org

The International Museum
of Surgical Science, with
its cranial saws and bone
crushers, is an unusual
museum and well worth a
visit. Where else can one
marvel at the variety, size,
and intriguing shapes
of gallstones and
bladder stones?
Opened to the
public in 1954,
the museum is
handsomely lodged
in a historic (1917)
four-story mansion
designed by Howard
Van Doren Shaw.
Fascinating
exhibits from
around the
world trace
the history of

exhibits include a re-creation
of a turn-of-the-20th-century
apothecary, complete with
medicine bottles, labels
claiming to cure every ill.

The Hall of Immortals
showcases 12 larger-than-life
sculptures of important
figures in medical history,
such as the earliest-known
physician, Imhotep (c.2700
BO), and Marie Curie.

An unusual exhibit is the
1935 Perfusion Pump created

.. by Charles A. Lindbergh

and Alexis Carrel, a device
that enabled biologists to
keep a human organ
functioning outside
of the body.
“Beyond Broken
Bones,” presents a
historical overview
of orthopedic
' treatments and
prosthetics with a
range of documents
and artifacts, from
ancient bone-cutting
tools to artificial
limbs and their
histories. A
new exhibit, “The
Universal Condition,”
chronicles attempts
to alleviate pain
and includes pre-
historic skulls

surgery and

related sciences.

Some of the

earliest

artifacts are  Hope and Help, by Edouard
4,000-year- Chaissing, at museum entrance

old Peruvian
trepanning tools used to
release evil spirits from the

and patent drugs.
The library
contains more
than 5,000 books, including
rare and antique volumes.

Turn-of-the-20th-century apothecary shop, Museum of Surgical Science
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Fa;ade of 1500 North Astor Street, with its Classical detalllng

1500 North Astor
Street @

Map 2 D1. [)] Clark/Division then
bus 22, 36. to public.

This opulent four-story
Italian Renaissance
palazzo was built in 1893
for Chicago Tribune
publisher Joseph Medill
as a wedding gift for
his daughter. Design-
ed by McKim, Mead
and White, it is built
of orange Roman
brick, with terra-cotta
trim. The most
impressive feature of
this house, the largest on
Astor Street, is the
two-story front
porch with Doric
and Ionic columns.
Cyrus Hall
McCormick II, son of the
inventor of the Virginia reaper
(see p31), bought the mansion
in the 1920s. He then
commissioned an addition to
be built at the north end,
doubling the building’s size.
It now contains luxury
condominiums.

Edward P. Russell
House @

1444 N Astor St. Map 2 D2.
[Y] Clark/Division. to public.

A unique, four-story
townhouse, the Edward P.
Russell House was designed
in 1929 by the architect firm
of Holabird and Root.
Designed in the Art Deco

Art Deco window on
the exterior of Edward
P. Russell House

style popular in the 1920s
and 1930s, the house is,
perhaps, the finest example
of this architectural style

in Chicago.

Graceful carvings in a
floral motif decorate the
building’s smooth, white

stone facade. These
carvings are repeated in
the metalwork on the
windows. Although
the shapes of the
windows vary,

they all unite to
create a harmonious
balance.

The stone on the
townhouse’s facade,
which was quarried
in Lens, France, is
trimmed with
polished granite.
A subtle three-
story bay of black
metal embodies
the grace and elegance of
this truly refined, much-
admired, building.

Charnley-Persky
House &

1365 N Astor St. Map 2 D2. Tel (312)
573-1365. [ (312) 915-0105. [Y]
Clark/Division. [ mandatory.

public hols. 177 [2]

Frank Lloyd Wright called
Charnley-Persky House (1892)
“the first modern house in
America.” Two of America’s
most influential architects
collaborated on the design:
Wright (see p30), then a
draftsman in the early stages
of his career, and Louis
Sullivan (see p30), known for
his architectural detailing.
They were commissioned by
lumberman James Charnley
and his wife Helen.

Charnley-Persky House is a
pivotal work in the history of
modern architecture. Its
design embraces abstract
forms, every interior view
providing a perfectly balanced
composition. The house’s
relatively simple facade of
brick and limestone contrasts
with the elaborate fronts of
the exclusive Astor Street
neighborhood.

An atrium reaching from the
oak-paneled entry hall to a
skylight two floors above is
the interior’s focal point.
Dramatic arches frame the
rooms on the first floor.

Along with bold geometrical
forms and organic abstrac-
tions there are surprising
details, such as windows in
the closets. One striking
feature of the house is the
elegantly tapering wooden
screen on the second floor.

mmmuumNN ‘WH
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The elegant second-floor stairway screen at Charnley-Persky House
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View of the Gold Coast skyline from Oak Street Beach

Restored in 1988 by the
architect firm of Skidmore,
Owings and Merrill, the
house now headquarters the
Society of Architectural His-
torians. It was renamed in
honor of Seymour Persky,
who bought it for the society.

Oak Street
Beach ®

Between E Division & E Oak Sts,

at N and E Lake Shore Dr. Map 2 D3.
Tel (312) 742-7529 (Chicago Park
District) [Y]] Chicago (red line) then
bus 36; Clark/Division. % 145, 146,
147, 155.

Just steps from Chicago’s
Magnificent Mile is the
fashionable Oak Street Beach,
one of the city’s several
beaches that together form a

sandy chain along the lakefront.

As well as providing a great
view of Lake Michigan, the
Gold Coast, and towering
North Side buildings, Oak
Street Beach presents a good
opportunity to don swimsuit

and sandals. Throngs of
joggers, cyclists, dog walkers,
and in-line skaters make the
broad expanse of Oak Street
Beach a lively place to enjoy
the sun and watch the waves.
At the southern end of the
beach is a pleasant promenade.
To reach the beach, use the
pedestrian tunnels at Oak or
Division Streets. There are
washrooms at the beach, but
the nearest changing rooms
are at North Avenue Beach.

Museum of
Broadcast
Communications @

State and Kinzie streets. Map 1 C5.
Tel (312) 245-8200. [ ] phone for

details. [ & 1

wWww.museum.tv

The Museum of Broadcast
Communications is scheduled
to reopen in its new facility,
just north of the House of
Blues and east of Harry
Caray’s restaurant, in 2008.

It is one of only three

broadcast museums in the
US. Plans include permanent
and special exhibits that
examine popular culture
through the sights and sounds
of TV and radio.

A TV studio will offer
visitors the opportunity to be
filmed as they anchor the
“news” and take home a
souvenir videotape.

The Media Café has digitized
archives, and in the Radio
Hall of Fame, taped voices
from radio’s golden age, such
as Bing Crosby, and Red
Skelton, can be heard.

Along with displays of
vintage and contemporary
TV sets and radios, the
museum is home to “the
camera that changed
America.” This is the camera
that was used to televise
the 1960 Kennedy/Nixon
debate, which marked a
turning point in US TV
and politics.

There is a gift shop selling
postcards, books, and broad-
casting memorabilia.

“His Master’s Voice” dog
and early NBC microphone

OLD MONEY

Chicago has a beautiful sound because Chicago means money — so the late actress Ruth
Gordon reputedly said. By the turn of the century, 200 millionaires flourished in the city.
One of the most prominent was dry-goods merchant and real-
estate mogul Potter Palmer, who with his socialite wife Bertha
Honore, had an enormous impact on the city’s social,
cultural, and economic life. Chicago’s wealthy began to
flock from the Prairie Avenue District, to the Gold Coast
after Palmer built, in 1882, his opulent home (since demol-
ished) at present-day 1350 North Lake Shore Drive.
Department-store owner Marshall Field (see pp50-51),
was less ostentatious in his display of wealth. Although he
rode in a carriage to work, he always walked the last few
blocks so people wouldn’t see his transport. Likewise, he asked
the architect of his $2-million, 25-room mansion not to include
any frills. The influential Field also provided major funding to
the Field Museum (see pp86-9) and the 1893 World’s Fair.

Marshall Field




SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Historic Buildings and
Churches

Dearborn Station @

Glessner House @

Henry B. Clarke House (1c]
Hilton Chicago (5]

Ida B. Wells-Barnett House @
Pilgrim Baptist Church @

Historic Streets and Districts
Calumet-Giles-Prairie District @
Chinatown @
Prairie Avenue Historic
District @
Printing House Row Historic
District @
South Michigan Avenue o

Modern Architecture

Chicago Public Library, Harold
Washington Library Center o

1llinois Institute of
Technology ®

Museums, Galleries, and

Aquariums

Adler Planetarium and
Astronomy Museum
pPp92-3 w

Field Museum ppS6-9 @

Jobn G. Shedd Aquarium
pp96-7®

Museum of Contemporary
Photography @

National Vietnam Veterans Art
Museum @

Spertus Museum (6 )

Parks and Fountains
Buckingham Fountain @
Grant Park @

GETTING THERE

The South Loop is a

short walk from the
Downtown Core and is
easily accessible from the
Harrison and Roosevelt
CTA stations, and via the
State Street and Clark
Street buses. The Near
South Side, 3 miles (5 km)
south of the city center, is
best reached by car, taxi,
or Michigan Avenue bus 3.

-~ T. Thomas Memorial, Grant Park
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SOUTH LOOP
AND NEAR SOUTH SIDE

wo of Chicago’s neighborhoods an industrial area in the late 1800s. But

have always been areas of diver-  after World War II, manufacturers left

sity, with dereliction and gen- and the area declined. Not until the
trification coexisting side by side. 1970s did it again show signs of pros-
South Loop developed as perity. The Near South Side also had

cycles of boom and bust. After the
1871 fire, the city’s elite created a

WEST CONGRESS PARKWAY

5 @ wealthy enclave here that lasted until
i i the early 1900s. Decay followed, as
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Street-by-Street: South Loop

Just south of downtown, the South
Loop has changed dramatically in
recent decades, from a run-down
industrial area to a residential and

retail neighborhood. With the 1970s
conversion of the district’s derelict ware-
houses to fashionable lofts, businesses

Sculptedowl  SPrang up as Chicagoans took advantage
ontheroofof  Of the area’s proximity to downtown.

Harold Washington  Today, the South Loop’s diversity is

Library evident in its industrial heritage, the
green expanse of Grant Park, and the lively retail scene
next door to several outstanding museums.

| &8
* Harold Washington
Library Center -
Dominating the South Loop
is the world’s largesi public
library building, articork
displayed throughoul 1]
=

* Printing House Row
Historic District

Many of this avea’s bistoric
warehouses, built for the
prinling lrade, have been
converted into fashionable
apartmenis, with numerous
shops and cafés at Q/
sireel level @ -

Transportation
Building wus one
of the carliest_— "]
buildings in
Printers’ Row to
be converted 1o
residential use and
helped sturt the
area’s revival.

Details on the\
Lakeside Press
Building, at e
731 8 Plymouth Sz/'ee;z%}_‘ 3
are Lypical of the rich
decoration of buildings
in this area.

STAR SIGHTS

% Harold Washington
Library Center

* Printing House Row ;

Historic District The Second Franklin Building

* Spertus Museum Handsome tilework illustrates the bistory of
printing over ils entranceway .
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Museum
This world-
renowned
collection of
Judaic art
33 bighlights decor-
Museum of Contem- ative objects and
porary Photography religious artifacts
Focusing on American that span centuries
photography produced since  of Jewish bistory @
1959, the museum presents
selections from ils extensive
collection and excellent

e temporary exhibitions (7]
=~ -

* Spertus (
|

L

LOCATOR MAP
See Street Finder maps 3 & 4

g KEY

= = = = Suggested route

South Michigan Avenue
Fealuring a spectacular row
of historic buildings, this is
one of Chicago’s grandest
streets. an excellent place to
window shop and from
which to admire the varied
archilectural styles for
which the city is famous @

Hilton Chicago
Decorated in the French Renaissance style,
this 25-story building is one of Chicago’s most
opielent hotels and was the largest in the world
when it opened in 1927 €

Buddy Guy’s Legends
This club presents

both big-name and
local blues acts.
Proprielor and blues
legend Buddy Guy

can oflen be found
among its patrons.

Dearborn Station
Chicago’s oldest surviving passenger train

station building, an 1885 Richardsonian

Romanesque design, has been converted 0 meters 100
into a shopping mall. Its square clock e —
tower is a local landmark © 0 yards 100
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Chicago Public
Library,Harold
Washington
Library Center @

Harold Washington Library Center’s ninth-floor Winter Garden

400 S State St. Map 3 C2.

Tel (312) 747-4300. [Y] Library.
BH2 6,29, 36, 62, 145, 146, 147,
151. [ 9am-9pm Mon-Thu; 9am-
5pm Fri=Sat; 1pm—=5pm Sun. |@)
major hols. call (312) 747-4136.
3 [ Exhibits, lectures, films.
www.chipublib.org

This, the largest public library
building in the world, was
designed by Thomas Beeby —
winner of a competition
voted on by Chicagoans —
and opened in 1991. Tt is
named in honor of Chicago’s
first Black mayor.

Inspired by Greek and
Roman structures — with five-
story arched windows, vaulted
ceilings, and decorative
columns — the design also
pays tribute to many of
Chicago’s historic buildings:
the rusticated granite base
recalls the Rookery (see p40),
for example. Perched on each
roof corner is a gigantic
sculpted barn owl represent-
ing wisdom; over the main

entrance, a great horned owl
with a 20-ft (6-m) wingspan
grips a book in its talons. The
library holds close to two mil-
lion books and periodicals on
its 90 miles (145 km) of
shelving. Artwork is displayed
throughout the building,
including work by Cheyenne
artist Heap of Birds. On the
ninth floor is the beautiful
light-suffused Winter Garden.

in the Printing House Row District

Printing House
Row Historic
District @

S Federal, S Dearborn, & S
Plymouth sts; between W
Congress Pkwy & W Polk St.
Map 3 C3. [ Harrison.

By the mid-1890s, Chicago
was the printing capital of the
US. The majority of this
industry centered in a two-
block area now known as
Printing House Row Historic
District. Nearby Dearborn
Street railroad station Gee p83)
facilitated rapid industrial
development in the
neighborhood. However, by
the 1970s, when the station
closed, most of the printing
companies had already
moved out of the area.

Many of the massive, solid
buildings erected to hold
heavy printing machinery
remain today. Their
conversion into stylish
condominiums and office lofts
has led to the revitalization of

Carved detail on facade of the
historic Lakeside Press Building

the neighborhood and an
influx of commercial activity.

The landmark Pontiac
Building (542 South Dearborn
Street; 1891) is the oldest
surviving Holabird and Roche
(see p27) building in Chicago.
Several other noteworthy
buildings line South Dearborn
Street. The 1883 Donohue
Building (Nos. 701-721) has
an impressive arched
entranceway, Romanesque
Revival styling Gee p26), and a
birdcage elevator in the
lobby. The Rowe Building
(No. 714, ¢.1882) houses the
excellent Sandmeyer’s
Bookstore, specializing in
local authors and travel
literature. The Second
Franklin Building (No. 720) is
significant for the ornamental
tilework gracing its facade.
Above the entrance is a
delightful terra-cotta mural of
a medieval print shop.
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Dearborn Station @

47 W Polk St. Map 3 C3.
Tel 554-4408. [Y]] Harrison.
[] 7am-9pm Mon—Fri; 8am-5pm

Sat. [@) major hols. [l B2

Dearborn Station, built

in 1885, is the oldest
surviving passenger railroad
station building in Chicago,
and is a monument to the
historic importance of the
nation’s coast-to-coast rail
system. By the turn of the
century, more than 100 trains
(from 25 different railroad
companies) and 17,000
passengers passed through
the station each day.

Designed by Cyrus L.W.
Eidlitz, the station features
masonry walls and terra-cotta
arches in the Richardsonian
Romanesque style (see p26).
A 1922 fire destroyed the
roof, attic, and upper story.
The clock tower was rebuilt
and stands today as the
striking terminus of Dearborn
Street, visible from the
northern Loop.

The station closed its
passenger service in 1971.
After a period of neglect, in
1986, amid much controversy,
the building’s train shed was
demolished. The building
was subsequently converted
into a dynamic shopping
mall and office complex,
which helped to revitalize
the area. Today, many of its
original features have since
been restored.

The former Dearborn Station’s
high-ceilinged atrium

South Michigan
Avenue O

S Michigan Ave from E Madison St
to E Balbo Ave. Map 4 C2-C3
[ Madison.

South Michigan Avenue is the
place to revel in the
monumental solidity of late
19th- and early 20th-century
architecture. This historic street
has been described variously
as a “cliff” and a “wall.” Be
warned: you may strain your
neck gazing up to the tops of
these massive structures. The
longest span of pre-1920
buildings in Chicago, South
Michigan Avenue contains
numerous architectural styles,
from the Gothic-inspired (see
p26) Chicago Athletic
Association Building (No. 12)
to the Chicago School (see
pp26-7) Gage Building (No.
18), one of three buildings
making up the Gage Group.
The Gage Building was
designed by Holabird and
Roche; Louis Sullivan designed
the terra-cotta facade.

At Nos. 24 and 30 are
striking examples of Chicago
windows (see p27), which
allowed in plenty of light
for the milliners once
working here.

The School of the Art
Institute of Chicago
residence (No. 112)
contains a frieze of the
Greek god Zeus
overseeing athletic games,
a decorative detail that
reflects the original 1908
purpose of the building as
the home of the Illinois
Athletic Club.

View along South Michigan Avenue looking north

Hilton Chicago @

720 S Michigan Ave. Map 4 D3.
Tel (312)922-4400. m Harrison.

[ 24 hrs daily. m 3 see

Where to Stay p139.

When it opened in 1927,

this 25-story hotel had 3,000
rooms, a rooftop

18-hole miniature golf course,
its own hospital, and a 1,200-
seat theater. After the owner
went bankrupt in the mid-
1930s, the World War II Army
Air Corps purchased the
Holabird and Roche-
designed redbrick building,
converting the grand
ballroom to a mess hall.

In 1945, Conrad Hilton
acquired the building,
reopening the hotel in 1951.
Further renovations from 2000
to 2004 secured the hotel’s
reputation for opulence. Its
lofty centerpiece is the
ballroom, a space decorated
in the French Renaissance
style, featuring mirrored
doors and walls, arched
windows, and huge crystal
chandeliers. The hallway is
equally ornate, with fluted
columns, a marble stairway,
and a cloud mural painted on
the ceiling.

Marble fountain, lobby of
the Hilton Chicago
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Spertus Museum 0@

610 S Michigan Ave. Map 4 D3.

Tel (312) 322-1700. m Harrison.
[ 10am- 6pm Sun-Wed;
10am-7pm Thu; 10am-3pm Ffri.

Sat, major public and Jewish hols.
IZ] (free 10am-noon Tue, 3-7pm
Thu). [ 3 1 Concerts, lectures,
films. www spertus.edu

Spertus Museum, Chicago’s
Jewish museum, is in the
superb new Spertus Institute
of Jewish Studies building,

An eternal light (ner tamid), in
silver-plated brass and ruby glass

designed by Chicago
architects Krueck and Sexton,
which reopened in November
2007. This innovative new
facility features a 10-story
faceted window wall that
stands out among the
masonry-faced buildings
surrounding it; interlocking
interior spaces, and specta-
cular views of Chicago’s
skyline, Grant Park, and Lake
Michigan. Highlights of the
museum include a unique
visible storage depot that
showcases Spertus’s world-
class collection of art and
artifacts, including ritual
objects, textiles, and jewelry;
changing special exhibitions
that explore identity and
contemporary culture; site-
specific installations of work
commissioned from inter-
national artists; an innovative
Children’s Center designed
with Redmoon Theater’s
artistic director Jim Lasko; and
a resource center for parents
and teachers.

The institute also contains
the research facilities of the
Asher Library and Chicago
Jewish archives. A green roof
and a tenth-floor sky garden

Interior of the Museum of Contemporary Photography

offer sweeping views. The
second-floor Wolfgang Puck
café is the only kosher café in
downtown Chicago. On the
first floor a gift- and bookshop
offers items created by some
of Israel’s hottest designers.
The Feinberg Theater provides
programs of performance,
film, comedy, as well as
lectures by today’s leading
thinkers, writers, and scholars.

Museum of
Contemporary
Photography @

600 S Michigan Ave. Map 4 D3.

Tel (312) 663-5554. [)] Harrison.
1,2,3,3L,4,6,10, 14,29, 127,
130, 146. [] 10am-5pm
Mon-Wed, Fri & Sat; 10am-8pm
Thu; noon-5pm Sun. major hols,
Dec25—-Jan 1. [S] [ Tst, 2nd
floors only. Lectures, films.

Founded by Columbia
College Chicago in 1984 to
collect, exhibit, and promote
contemporary photography,
the Museum of Contemporary
Photography is the only
museum in the Midwest
devoted exclusively to the

medium of photography.
Wide-ranging provocative and
innovative exhibitions,
housed in the college’s
historic 1907 building, change
regularly as do selections
from the collection of more
than 5,000 American photo-
graphs produced since 1945.

Temporary exhibitions
explore photography’s many
roles: as artistic expression, as
documentary chronicler, as
commercial industry, and as a
powerful scientific and tech-
nological tool. The Midwest
Photographers Project, work
by regional photographers,
rotates annually.

Grant Park ©

From Randolph St to Roosevelt Rd,
between Michigan Ave & Lake
Michigan. Map 4 E2-E4. Tel (312)
742-7648. [M] Randolph, Madison;
Adams. [& See Through the Year
pp32-5.

Grant Park is the splendid
centerpiece of the 23-mile-
(37-km-) long band of green
stretching along the Lake
Michigan shoreline from the

The main entrance to Grant Park, lvan Mestrovic's Bowman to the right
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View of Grant Park, looking north

city’s south end to its northern
suburbs. Although bisected by
busy streets, the park offers a
tranquil retreat from noisy
downtown, serving as
Chicago’s playground, garden,
promenade, and sculpture
park all in one, and hosting
summer concerts and festivals.
The park is built on landfill
and debris dumped after the
1871 Fire. Originally called
Lake Park, it was renamed in
1901 for the 18th US pres-
ident, Ulysses S. Grant, who
lived in Galena (see p134). In

Reading Cones by Richard Serra in
Grant Park

1893, the World’s Columbian
Exposition was held in the
south end of the park.
Although the park was
intended as public ground,
free of buildings, various
structures were erected. Not
until 1890, when businessman
Aaron Montgomery Ward
initiated a series of lawsuits
which dragged on for more
than 20 years, was the pre-
servation of Grant Park for
public recreation secured.
Daniel H. Burnham and
Edward H. Bennett’s 1909
Plan of Chicago (see p30)
envisioned the park as the
“intellectual center of

Chicago.” The renowned
landscape-architecture firm
Olmsted Brothers designed
the park in a French
Renaissance style reminiscent
of the gardens at Versailles.
The symmetrical layout
includes large rectangular
“rooms,” grand promenades,
formal tree plantings,
sculptures, and the central
Buckingham Fountain.

A noteworthy footnote is
that the park was the site of
the 1968 Democratic
Convention riots, when anti-
Vietnam War protesters
clashed with police.

Buckingham
Fountain @

In Grant Park, east of Columbus Dr,
at the foot of Congress Pkwy. Map 4
E3. Tel 742-7529. [Y] Harrison.

Throughout the summer one
of the showiest and most
impressive sights in Chicago
is the water shooting from the
133 jets of Grant Park’s

Buckingham Fountain, sculpted seahorses in the foreground

Buckingham Fountain,
culminating dramatically in a
spray 150 ft (45 m) high. The
fountain’s one-and-a-half
million gallons (5.7 million
liters) of water recirculate
through a computer-operated
pumping system at a rate of
14,000 gallons (53,000 liters)
per minute.

Hundreds of spotlights
hidden within the fountain
are used to create a dazzling
show of colored lights. The
20-minute shows, set to
music, are held from dusk to
10pm every hour on the hour,
from April to October.

Financed by Kate Sturges
Buckingham (1858-1937) in
honor of her brother,
Clarence (1854-1913), a
trustee and benefactor of the
Art Institute of Chicago, the
fountain was designed by
Marcel Francois Loyau
(sculptor), Jacques Lambert
(engineer), and Edward H.
Bennett (architect).

The design, based on the
Latona Basin in the gardens
of Versailles but twice the
size of that fountain, incorpo-
rates a ground-level pool 280
ft (85 m) wide, with three
concentric basins rising
above. In 1927, it was
dedicated as the world’s
largest decorative fountain.

Constructed of pink marble,
the Beaux-Arts fountain
symbolizes Lake Michigan.
The four pairs of 20-ft- (6-m-)
tall seahorses diagonally
across the fountain from each
other represent the four US
states bordering the lake:
Illinois, Wisconsin, Indiana,
and Michigan.
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Field Museum ©

The Field Museum is one of the world’s great
natural history museums, with a collection
of over 20 million objects (just under one
percent are displayed). Following the
success of the 1893 World’s Columbian
Exposition, a group of prominent Chica-
goans decided to create a museum with
objects from the fair. With funding from
Marshall Field (see p77), they opened, in
1894, the Columbian Museum of Chicago
in Jackson Park’s Palace of the Fine Arts,
one of the fair’s finest buildings. This
lodging soon proved too small for the
museum. In 1921, its current home — a
white-marble Neo-Classical structure designed by
Daniel H. Burnham — was built, and the Field Museum,
with its celebrated collection of anthropological,
botanical, zoological, and geological objects, opened to
the public.

* Underground
Adventure

Walk through worm
tunnels, meet giant bugs,
and feel reduced to insect
size in this “subterranean”

Xochipilli, Aztec
god of flowers

exhibit.

Egyptian Mummy
Mask
This decorative linen-

mask encased a
mummified

KEY TO FLOORPLAN

Animals, plants, and ecosystems

Rocks and fossils

Ancient Egypt

Pacific cultures

Special exhibits

O
O
O
] Americas
O
O
O

Nonexhibition space Ground Level

MUSEUM GUIDE

The museum has three levels: ground, main,
and upper. Most of the exhibition galleries are
on the main and upper levels. Each level has
east and west wings; those of the main and
upper are bisected by a large central ball. The

upper level features exhibitions on nature
(plants and earth sciences), dinosaurs, and
Pacific cultures. Exhibits on the main level
focus on animals, birds, and American
Indians. The bighlight of the ground level is
the Underground Adventure exhibition.

Lions of Tsavo

The two lions that, in 1898, terrorized a
Kenyan outpost, killing 140 workers before
being shot, are on display in the Mammals
of Africa gallery.
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Hall of Jades

This impressive collection
of over 500 jade artifacts
includes items from
Neolithic burial sites, the
Chinese Dynasties, and
the early 20th century, =

VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

1400 S Lake Shore Dr. Map 4 E4.
[ (372) 922-9410.

[T Roosevelt then free trolley.
ES 12, 146. [E] Roosevelt then
free trolley.

[ 9am-5pm daily (last adm.
4pm). (@) Dec 25. 17 Check
website for free days. [C] [ via
east entrance. ﬂ 11am, 2pm
Mon-Fri. [l 71 @ Lectures,
films, special events.
www.fieldmuseum.org

Upper Level

% Pawnee Earth Lodge
The only precise recre-
ation of a fully furnished
Pawnee earth lodge,

this interactive exhibit
showcases traditional
artifacts used by
19th-century Great
Plains Indians.

// Main Level
o\
=\

/\\\\

* Sue
The original bones of Sue, the
world’s largest tyrannosaurus
rex, are on display in the Stanley
Field Museum Field Hall. Other spectacular
Store fossils can be seen in the Dino
Zone on the upper level.

Egyptian Mastaba is a
reconstruction incorporating
two rooms from a 4,400-year-
old tomb. Visitors can roam
through it, as the deceased’s
spirit was meant to.

Main
Entrance

STAR EXHIBITS
African Elephants * Pawnee Earth Lodge
These bull elephants are
1905 specimens from
Kenya. One bull is poised to
plunge its only tusk into the
other as it rears.

* Sue

* Underground
Adventure
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Tlatilco female
figurine

Exploring the Field Museum

With its encyclopedic collection of cultural
objects and biological specimens from around
the globe, the Field Museum warrants many
trips. More than 40 permanent exhibitions are
supplemented with fascinating temporary
shows. Particular strengths of the museum
are dinosaur fossils — highlighted by the
exhibit on Sue, the most complete
Tyrannosaurus rex skeleton ever found —
American Indian artifacts, botanical
specimens, and displays relating to mammals
and birds. Major crowd pleasers, especially
for children, are Underground Adventure,
which explores the rich diversity of life in

the soil, and Inside Ancient Egypt, focusing
on that civilization’s funerary practices.

ANIMALS, PLANTS, AND
ECOSYSTEMS

One of the museum’s
missions is to encourage
prudent stewardship of our
environment. This theme is
highlighted in the animal,
plant, and ecosystem exhibits,
which emphasize the
interconnectedness of all life
on Earth. The Messages from
the Wilderness gallery is a
good place to start your
exploration. Eighteen
wilderness park settings, from
the Arctic to Argentina,
incorporate representative
mammals and their habitats.
Also here is the Local
Woodlands Four Seasons
Diorama, completed in 1902
by taxidermist Carl Akeley,
who transformed the way
museums displayed animals.

A golden eagle clutching its prey,
by taxidermist Carl Akeley

For Akeley, habitat accuracy
and the authenticity of
background details were
equally important. Thus, each
of the 17,000 wax leaves in
the diorama is cast separately
from a real one.

The main-level galleries in
the west wing provide an
overview of animal biology,
behavior, and habitats, with
samples from the museum’s
17 million zoological
specimens. Outstanding
exhibits are Mammals of Asia
and Mammals of Africa.
Suspended from the ceiling in
the World of Mammals gallery
is the massive skeleton of a
Right whale. The museum’s
collection of birds is also
particularly strong, with its
informative Bird Habitats,
World of Birds, and North
American Birds galleries.

A popular attraction is
Bushman, a lowland gorilla
brought from West Africa to
Lincoln Park Zoo in the
1920s. So beloved by
Chicagoans that the mayor
gave him a voter’s registration
card, Bushman died in 1951.
He was then moved to the
museum where, preserved, he
continues to delight visitors.

The museum’s 2.6 million
botanical specimens
encompass all major plant
groups and every continent.
Particularly rich in flowering
plants and ferns of the
Americas, this is the world’s
largest museum exhibit
dedicated exclusively to
plants. Be sure to stop at the

The monumental Neo-Classical
entrance to the Field Museum

tropical aerial garden. Its
reproductions made from
wax, glass, and wire look
remarkably lifelike.

ROCKS AND FOSSILS

Two of the 12 Martian
meteorites on display in
museums around the world
are here at the Field Museum.
You can touch non-Martian
meteorite pieces on the upper
floor, in the Earth Sciences
galleries. Other fascinating

A collection of marine skeletons,
exoskeletons, and fossils

and beautiful rocks in the
500-specimen display are a
topaz the size of a pear, in
the sparkling Grainger Hall of
Gems, and a 312-1b (142-kg)
block of lapis lazuli, one of
the largest ever found and its
origin still a puzzle.

Dino Zone houses the
museum’s renowned collection
of dinosaur fossils. The center-
piece, displayed in the Stanley
Field Hall, is 67-million-year-old
Sue, the largest, most complete
Tyrannosaurus rex skeleton
ever found. It was discovered
near the Black Hills of South
Dakota in 1990 by fossil-hunter
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A gargantuan Apatosaurus
dinosaur skeleton

Sue Hendrickson. The restored
skeleton, the skull alone
weighing 600 1b (270 kg), was
unveiled in 2000. Interactive
exhibits tell the story of its dis-
covery. Scientists now know
that Sue was 28 years old at the
time of her death. By counting
the rings in one of her rib
bones, they determined Sue
went through a teenage growth
spurt between the ages of 14
and 18, during which she
gained 4.6 Ib (2.1 kg) each day.
The newly-renovated Hall
of Jades displays jade artifacts
along a chronological story-
line from Neolithic burial
sites through the Bronze Age,
the Chinese Dynasties, and
into the early 20th century.
A 300 Ib (136 kg) jar that
once stood in the Imperial
Palace of Emperor Qianlong
is a highlight of the exhibit.

ANCIENT EGYPT

The museum’s Ancient
Egyptian holdings consist of
more than 1,400 rare artifacts,
including statues, hiero-
glyphics, and mummies. The
predynastic burial exhibit

Isty’s Book of the Dead,
an ancient papyrus scroll

reveals Egypt’s intriguing
burial practices before the
development of intricate
pharaonic tombs. Here, the
remains of a 5,500-year-old
woman are displayed, along
with items such as pottery jars
thought to be needed in the
afterlife. A partial recon-
struction of a mastaba, a
multiroom “mansion of
eternity,” features a false door
at which the earthbound and
the wandering spirits meet.

Other extraordinary artifacts
include the fully preserved
inner coffin of Chenet-a-a, a
woman who lived between
945 BC and 712 BC. It is not
known what is inside the
coffin since it has never been
opened or X-rayed.

A Pacific Coast Indian carved figure,
once a house entranceway

AMERICAS

The museum’s holdings of
artifacts from North American
Indian tribes reflect one of
the Field’s main missions: to
encourage improved under-
standing among cultures.
Ceremonial objects and
splendid totem poles — two
Haida examples rise to the
ceiling of Stanley Field Hall —
are just some of the treasures
in this exhibit.

The Pawnee Earth Lodge, a
life-size reproduction, was
built in conjunction with the
Pawnee, a group of American
Indians based in Oklahoma.

The 19th-century cedar
Kwakiutl transformation
masks are colorful and vivid.
Such masks are often used

Ceremonial dance mask worn by
Alaskan Eskimo shamans

during the ceremonies of this
Pacific Northwest tribe. Panels
on the mask are opened and
closed by the dancer wearing
it to show various faces.

PACIFIC CULTURES

The highlight of the Pacific
cultures exhibits, with a
section on headhunting and a
re-creation of a Tahitian
market, is the sacred Maori
meetinghouse, Ruatepupuke
II. Built in 1881 in New
Zealand, it was acquired by
the museum in 1905. The 55-
ft- (17-m-) long, beautifully
carved house symbolizes the
body of the Maori ancestor
Ruatepupuke, credited with
sharing the art of wood-
carving with the world.
The house’s ridgepole
represents his spine, the
rafters his ribs, and the
expansive roof-boards his
arms, open in greeting. It is
the only Maori meetinghouse
in the western hemisphere
and remains governed by
Maori customs.

Spirit mask from
Papua New Guinea
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John G. Shedd
Aquarium @

See pp96-7.

Adler Planetarium
and Astronomy
Museum ®

See pp92-3.

Prairie Avenue
Historic District @

Prairie Ave, from 18th to Cullerton sts.
Map 6 D1. []] Cermak-Chinatown
then bus 21. [ Jul-Sep: 2pm 2nd &
4th Sun, call (312) 326-1480. ’mz

When the city of Chicago
was incorporated in 1837, the
area now known as the
Prairie Avenue Historic
District was not much more
than a strip of sandy prairie
bordering Lake Michigan. Its
fortunes changed dramatically
when the 1871 fire destroyed
the city center. Chicago’s
wealthy, including George
Pullman (see p119) and
Marshall Field (see p77),
moved to the Near South
Side, building their grand
mansions along Prairie
Avenue. It remained a mecca
for the city’s socialites until
the late 1800s and
early 1900s, when
the rapidly

Elbridge G. Keith House
on Prairie Avenue

The imposing Richardsonian Romanesque facade of Glessner House

growing Gold Coast area
superseded Prairie Avenue as
the address of choice. Many
mansions fell to the wrecker’s
ball (plaques along Prairie
Avenue mark the sites of de-
molished houses), but those
that remain offer a glimpse
into 19th-century splendor.

Along with Glessner House,
highlights of the district
include the Kimball House
(No. 1801). This mansion,
designed by Solon Spencer
Beman in 1890, is one of the
best remaining examples in
the US of the Chateauesque
style. Clarke House, the oldest
house in Chicago, was moved
to its current location on
Indiana Avenue in 1977 to
provide an additional attrac-
tion for the district.

Elbridge G. Keith House
(No. 1900) is the oldest extant
mansion on Prairie Avenue.
Built in 1870, it was

designed by John W.

) Roberts in the Italianate
style (see p26).

At 1936 South
Michigan Avenue is the
" magnificent neo-Gothic
| Second Presbyterian

7 Church, designed by
' || James Renwick in 1874.
Inside are 22 stained-
glass windows by Louis
C. Tiffany and 2 win-
dows painted by British
Pre-Raphaelite artist
Edward Burne-Jones.

The district is reput-
edly close to the site
of a grim event: the
1812 massacre of
settlers fleeing Fort
Dearborn (see p15).

Glessner House @

1800 S Prairie Ave. Map 6 D1.

Tel (312) 326-1480. [)]] Cermak-
Chinatown. [ mandatory: 1pm,
2pm, 3pm Wed-Sun (except public
hols). [ (free Wed). [] Lectures.

The only extant residential
design in Chicago by Boston
architect Henry Hobson
Richardson, whose signature
style became known as
Richardsonian Romanesque
(see p24), Glessner House
helped change the face of
residential architecture.

Commissioned by farm-
machinery manufacturer John
J. Glessner and his wife,
Frances, in 1885 and
completed in 1887, the two-
story house represented a
radical departure from
traditional design and created
a furor in the exclusive Prairie
Avenue neighborhood.
George Pullman is said to
have proclaimed: “I do not
know what I have ever done
to have that thing staring me
in the face every time I go
out of my door.”

A fortress-like building of
rough-hewn pinkish gray
granite with three modified
turrets, the house dominates
its corner site. The main
rooms and many of the large
windows face a southern
courtyard. The striking
simplicity of the design is
perhaps best reflected in the
main entrance arch, which
frames a heavy oak door
ornamented with grillwork.

The beautifully restored
interior boasts a world-class
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collection of decorative art
objects. Most were purchased
or commissioned by the
Glessners, who were keenly
interested in the British Arts
and Crafts movement of the
late 19th and early 20th
centuries. Adherents of the
philosophy that everyday
objects should be artistically
crafted, they filled the house
with tiles, draperies, and
wallpaper designed by
William Morris. Handcrafted
pieces, from furniture to
ceramics, by American
designer Isaac E. Scott grace
the rooms.

Untitled (1995) by Stephen Ham, at
the Vietnam Veterans Art Museum

National Vietnam
Veterans Art
Museum ®

1801 S Indiana Ave. Map 6 D1.

Tel (312) 326-0270. [)]] Cermak-
Chinatown then bus 21. 1,3, 4.
[ 71am-6pm Tue-Fri; 10am-5pm
Sat. [@)] majorhols. 73 [2) X 3
(for groups). B

The National Vietnam
Veterans Art Museum is the
only museum in the
world with a permanent
collection that focuses on the
subject of war from a
personal point of view. Bring-
ing together more than 700
works of art in diverse media
created by 140 artists who
participated in one of
America’s most divisive wars,
this collection presents a
humanist statement on behalf
of veterans of all wars.

This adamantly apolitical
museum began when two
Chicago veterans, Ned

Broderick and Joe Fornelli,
began collecting artworks
created by fellow veterans.
The City of Chicago donated
an abandoned warehouse
and the museum opened in
its new home in 1996.

The artworks explore pow-
erful themes with unflinching
honesty. The belongings of
prisoner-of-war Major
General John L. Borling, who
lived in captivity in North
Vietnam for seven years, is
documented in the display
My Cup Runneth Over.

In 2001, the museum dedi-
cated a permanent memorial
honoring all Americans
killed in the Vietnam War.
The memorial is called
“Above and Beyond.”

Henry B. Clarke
House @

1827 SIndiana Ave. Map 6 D1.

Tel (312) 326-1480. [] Cermak-
Chinatown then bus 21. [ manda-
tory: noon, 1pm, 2pm Wed-Sun
(departs from Glessner House).
public hols. 177 (free Wed).

Built in 1836, Clarke House is
Chicago’s oldest surviving
building, a Greek Revival-
style house constructed for
merchant Henry B. Clarke
and his wife Caroline. The
house originally stood on
what is now South Michigan
Avenue but was then an old
Indian path. When the house
sold in 1872, the new owners
moved it 28 blocks south, to
4526 South Wabash Avenue.
In 1977, the City purchased
the house and then, in a feat
of engineering, hoisted the

The dining room in the
Henry B. Clarke House

120-ton structure over the
44th Street “L” tracks, moving
it to its present location one
block southeast of the original
Clarke property.

Four Roman Doric columns
mark the east entrance to the
house. Solidly constructed of
timber frame, with a white
clapboard exterior, the two-
story house was damaged in
a 1977 fire. It now has been
painstakingly restored, even
adhering to the original color
scheme, which researchers
determined by delving under
27 layers of paint.

Now a museum showcasing
an interior reflecting the
period 1836-60, Clarke House
offers a fascinating glimpse
into early Chicago domestic
life. It is so historically
accurate that the first-floor
lighting simulates gas lighting,
and the upper floor has no
artificial lights. A gallery in
the basement documents the
history of the house.

Behind the house is the
Chicago Women’s Park and
Garden (see p194).

The classical facade of the Henry B. Clarke House
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Adler Planetarium and
Astronomy Museum @

The Adler Planetarium and Astronomy
Museum has one of the finest
astronomical collections in the world,
with artifacts dating as far back as 12th-
| century Persia. It also has the world’s

first virtual-reality theater. Spectacular
sky shows complement displays on
| navigation, the solar system, and space
exploration. State-of-the-art technology

enables visitors to explore exhibits * StarRider Theater

EL hands-on. ) ~ Theworld’s first digital
Diptych sundial, When the Adler opened in 1930, it rheater offers an unrivaled
€.1665-1700 was the first modern planetarium in virtual-reality environment

the western hemisphere. Businessman 3, which visitors can
Max Adler funded the 12-sided, granite-and-marble At papricipate in a journey
Deco structure, designed by Ernest Grunsfeld. This beyond the solar system.
original building, with its copper dome and a bronze ’ ’
depiction of a sign of the zodiac on each of the 12
corners, is now a historical landmark.

* Atwood Sphere

Step into North America’s
only walk-in planetarium,
built in 1913. Light enters
through the 692 holes in the
surface of this huge metal
ball, representing the stars
in Chicago’s night sky. The
“stars” move across the
“sky” as the sphere, powered
by a motor, slowly rotates.

Universe in Your

Hands

KEY TO FLOOR PLAN .
Learn about a time
Landmark exhibition space when peop[g believed

that Earth was the
center of the universe.
Astrolabes, armillary
Zeiss Sky Theater spheres, and sundials
illustrate medieval
) conceptions o,
Nonexhibition space ”‘?e worlc{

Sky Pavilion exhibition space

Sky Pavilion special exhibits

StarRider Theater

O
O
]
O
O
O
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Our Solar System
Investigate through
interactive exhibits
the worlds that orbit
the Sun, and
program a computer-

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

1300 S Lake Shore Dr.

Map 4 F4. Tel (312) 922-7827.
[M] Roosevelt then free trolley.
12, 146. [ 9:30am~4:30pm
daily (to 6pm in summer), except

activated Rover to X

move Across 1st Fri of each month 9am—10pm.
imulated Marti Thanksgiving, Dec 25. 7

simulate artian see website for various free days

terrain. (though there will still be separate

adm to theaters).
pREocOom
Lectures, films, light shows.
www.adlerplanetarium.org

* Milky Way Galaxy
Immerse yourself in a 3-D,
computer-animated trip
through the Milky Way.

Middle
Level

* Shoot for the Moon

Level  Stories of space exploration
and future plans to return to
the moon are covered in this
exhibition. Includes the fully

restored Gemini 12 spacecraft.

Zeiss Sky Theater is the Adler’s
original planetarium theater.
The night heavens are cast by a
modern version of the historic
Zeiss projector onto a screen
suspended from its dome.

Sky Pavilion

A stunning view of the city’s
skyline can be seen from
Galileo’s café, in the Sky
Pavilion. This two-story 1999
addition to the east side of
the landmark building also
bouses exhibition space and
the StarRider Theater.

STAR SIGHTS
* Atwood Sphere

* Milky Way Galaxy

% Shoot for the Moon

% StarRider Theater
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A Chinatown grocery shop

Chinatown @

Avenue) was originally the

S Wentworth Ave, north & south of
Cermak Rd. Map 5 B1-C1. Tel (312)
326-5320. [)] Cermak-Chinatown.
See Restaurants and Cafés
p150. www.chicagochinatown.org

A red and green gateway
decorated with Chinese
characters inscribed by
Dr. Sun Yet-Sen,
founder of the
Republic of
China, arches
over Wentworth
Avenue just
south of Cermak
Road. It marks the
entrance to the
largest China-
town in the
Midwest. A
lively area full of Asian
grocery and herbal shops,
bakeries, and restaurants, this
densely packed neighbor-
hood of approximately 10,000
residents has been home to
Chicago’s highest concen-
tration of Chinese people
since just before World War 1.
Traditional Chinese archi-
tecture is evident throughout
the colorful streetscape. The
temple-like Pui Tak Center
(2216 South Wentworth

Detail of decorative tile
on the Chinese Cultural Center

On Leong Chinese Merchants’
Association Building; it is now
a cultural center. Sculpted
lions at the doorway guard its
street-level shops; terra-cotta
ornaments bedeck the walls.
Modern Chinatown Square Mall
(Archer, Cermak, 18th, and
Wentworth) quarters shops
and a plaza surround-
ed by zodiac sculp-
B\, tures and a
mosaic mural.
Annual China-
town celebra-
tions include
the Dragon Boat
Races in the sum-
mer and the
Moon Festival
in September.

Illinois Institute of
Technology ©

31st to 35th Sts, between Dan Ryan
Expy & S Michigan Ave. Map 5
C4-D4. Tel (312) 567-3000. []] Sox-
35th; 35-Bronzeville-IT. [ 29, 35.
www.iit.edu

The Illinois Institute of
Technology (IIT) is a world
leader in engineering,

S.R. Crown Hall on the lllinois Institute of Technology campus

technology, and architecture.
The main campus is an
outstanding example of the
work of influential architect
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe
(see p30), who was hired by
architect John A. Holabird to
direct the Armour Institute’s
architecture school and
design the new campus.

In the campus plan, along
with the 22 IIT buildings he
designed, Mies expressed his
modernist view that form
follow function. Geometric
and unadorned glass-sheathed
curtain-wall structures epito-
mize Mies” International style.
One of Mies’ masterpieces is
the S.R. Crown Hall (1956).
This glass-walled pavilion is
an early example of a large
clear-span structure, the four
exterior columns supporting
the girders from which the
roof is hung. The building
appears to float in space. Of
it, Mies said: “This is the
clearest structure we have
done, the best to express our
philosophy.”

Alumni Memorial Hall, Mies’
first classroom building on
the campus, is another
notable example of structure
also functioning as ornament.
The steel grid of the curtain
wall suggests the steel struc-
ture within. In Wishnick Hall,
the curtain wall stops short of
the corner to reveal the load-
bearing column.

St. Saviour's Chapel, known
waggishly as the “God box,”
is believed to be Mies” only
church design.

The campus is also home to
the magnificent redbrick
Richardsonian Romanesque
Main Building. Designed by
Patten and Fisher (1891-3), it
is IIT’s most visible landmark.

There are two new
complexes of note. The
McCormick Tribune Campus
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Center, designed by Rem
Koolhaas, features a sound-
buffering, concrete and steel
tube that encloses the “L”
tracks passing directly over
the building. A residence hall
complex designed by Helmut
Jahn consists of terrace- topped
buildings joined by glass walls
that muffle train noise. A map
of the campus is available
from Hermann Union Hall.

Pilgrim Baptist
Church ©

3301 S Indiana Ave. Map 6 D4.
Office [[] 35-Bronzeville-IIT.
until further notice.

This landmark building was
built in 1890-91 and
designed by Adler and
Sullivan for Chicago’s
oldest Jewish con-
gregation, Kehilath
Anshe Ma’ariv. It then
became the Pilgrim
Baptist Church from
1926 until January
2006 when it was
destroyed by fire.
The magnificent
arched doorway was
the only surviving
example of an
ecclesiastical arch by
Adler and Sullivan
and reflected the
strong masonry
forms of the exterior.

\

Calumet-Giles-
Prairie District @

Calumet to Prairie Aves, from
31stto 35th Sts. Map 6 D4. [{] 35-
Bronzeville-IT.

This small enclave of restored
Victorian houses was granted
national landmark status in
1980. Of particular interest is
Joseph Deimel House (3141
South Calumet Avenue),
designed in 1887 by Adler
and Sullivan and the only
remaining residential
commission by the firm in
this area.

The Joliet limestone row
houses (3144-8 South
Calumet Avenue), built in

1881, are a fine
example of Victorian
row-house architecture.

However, only three of the

original eight houses are
still standing.

A block to the south are
the only row houses
Frank Lloyd Wright
designed (1894) —

the Robert W. Roloson

Houses (3213-19
South Calumet
Avenue). Like Robie
House (see pp102-
103), Wright used
Roman bricks for the
walls, here decorated
with terra-cotta

panels between the

upper-story windows.

Terra-cotta A trio of
panels of Victory monument in the Richardsonian
foliage designs Calumet-Giles-Prairie District ~ Romanesque
provided (see p26) town-

ornament. Plans are being
drawn up for its renovation
but no date has been set for
its reopening to the public.

houses in sandstone, green-
stone, and limestone are
found at 3356-60 South
Calumet Avenue.

Facade of the Pilgrim Baptist Church, with its distinctive doorway

Ida B. Wells-Barnett House

Ida B.Wells-Barnett
House @

3624 S King Dr. Map 6 E5. [J] 35-
Bronzeville-IIT. |@) to public.

Civil rights and women’s
suffrage advocate Ida B. Wells
(1862-1931) lived in this
house with her husband from
1919 to 1930. Born a slave in
Mississippi, Wells became a
teacher at age 14 but was
dismissed for protesting
segregation.

Wells’ work as a columnist
for Memphis Free Speech
brought her to Chicago in
1893 to report on the lack of
African-American repre-
sentation at the World’s
Columbian Exposition. She
moved to Chicago in 1895
and married Ferdinand Lee
Barnett, the founder of
Chicago’s first Black
newspaper, the Conservator.

Playing a key role in the
1909 founding of the National
Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People,
Wells is perhaps best known
for her anti-lynching
campaign, which brought
national attention to the issue.

The house, designed in
1889 by Joseph A. Thain in
the Romanesque style, was
designated a national historic
landmark in 1973 in Wells’
honor. One of its most inter-
esting features is the corner
turret made of pressed metal.
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John G. Shedd Aquarium @

Nearly 19,000 saltwater and freshwater animals,
representing 1500 species of fish, reptiles,
amphibians, invertebrates, birds, and mammals,
live at the John G. Shedd Aquarium.
: Named after its benefactor, an influential
& Chicago businessman, the aquarium opened in
i~ 1930 in a Neo-Classical building designed by
B, the firm Graham, Anderson, Probst and White.
The Oceanarium and its magnificent curved
wall of glass face Lake Michigan, whose
water flows into its tank. This pavilion
showcases beluga whales and
N v pri dolphins while Wild Reef, a
eptune’s trident .
atop the dome of  NEW Wwing, houses sharks
the aquarium other large predators.

Beluga Whales
Several whales live in the
Oceanarium’s Secluded Bay, (&

some of which were born at \
the aquarium.

The Nature Trail leads visitors along L/‘\)/\

winding paths through a re-creation
of a Pacific Northwest coastal forest,
complete with streams and replicas of
70 species of plants.

KEY
[J] Aquarium
[] Oceanarium Sea Otter
] Animal underwater Cove
viewing features a
2l exhibi Habitat Chat
[ Special exhibits about these
[C] Nonexhibition space smallest of
marine
mammals.
* Oceanarium
STAR SIGHTS Beluga whales, Pacific white-sided dolphins, Alaskan sea
- otters, tidal-pool creatures, and other marine animals live
* Amazon Rising in this gigantic saltwater bhabitat, which seems to extend into

Lake Michigan, a dramatic effect created by the stunning
475-f1- (145-m-) long glass wall. Watch dolphins and

*. @®ceanariim whales during daily educational presentations, or come
face to face with them in the Underwater Viewing gallery.

* Caribbean Reef
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Harbor Seals VISITORS’ CHECKLIST
The seal bight is home
to this vulnerable 1200 S Lake Shore Dr. Map 4 E4.

Tel 939-2438. [)]] Roosevelt
then free trolley. 5 6, 12, 127,
130, 146. [Z] Roosevelt then
free trolley. [} Memorial
Day-Labor Day: 9am- 6pm daily
(mid-Jun-Aug: 9am-10pm Thu).
Labor Day-Memorial Day: 9am—
5pm Mon—Fri; 9am— 6pm Sat,
Sun, public hols. [@) Dec 25. 1
(see website for various free
oy, B H 013
Lectures.
www.sheddaquarium.org

species now protected
by US legislation.

Animals of the
Great Lakes Region
showcases cold
water fish, including
the Lake Whitefish,
that dwell in

the Great Lakes.

— Animals of Cold Coasts
Creatures of the northern saltwater

—— tide pools and oceans, such as the
7 red-belly piranha, are
exhibited bere.

Wild Reef
The blue spot stingray is among
the 500 species of reef fish on
view in this new underground
wing. Also housed here is one
of the most diverse displays of
sharks in North America.

fr i
* Amazon Rising
Experience all four seasons
affecting the floodplain forest of
the mighty Amazon River, and
encounter stingrays, dart frogs,
lizards, and many more crea-

tures of the Amazon.
Main Entrance

* Caribbean Reef

More than 250 tropical
animals, including nurse
sharks and barracudas, live
in this reef habitat, one of the
aquarium’s most popular
exhibits. Visitors can watch
as a diver feeds the creatures.

Asia, Africa, and
Australia highlights fish
such as the aggressive
Nile knifefish that
inhabit the warm
freshwaters of the
eastern hemisphere.
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SOUTH SIDE

ettled in the mid-1800s

as suburban estates,

the South Side was soon
transformed when the 1893
World’s Fair, held in Jackson
Park, brought tourists, money,
and real-estate and transit
development. Hyde Park in

nearby industry and the
encroachment of poorer
neighborhoods caused the
wealthy to depart. By the
> 1950s, Kenwood and Hyde
W ¢ Park were in decline. That
% same decade, the University of
2 Chicago led a massive
particular experienced dra- drS'- G:sz:e:::' :::h urban-renewal program.
matic change, as the City’'s GRON L 00 o Today, the area contains
preparation for the fair led many classic Prairie School
to an influx of Chicago’s elite. By = homes, superb museums, and two of
the 1920s, however, pollution from  Chicago’s largest greenspaces.

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Historic Buildings Museums Parks

Robie House @ DuSable Museum of African Jackson Park @

Rockefeller Memorial American History @ Midway Plaisance @
Chapel (1) Museum of Science and Washington Park (7]

University of Chicago Industry pp106-109 ®

Quadrangles @ Oriental Institute Museum @
Smart Museum of Art @
Historic Districts
Hyde Park o
Kenwood @
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GETTING THERE
Eight miles (13 km) south of the Loop, the
South Side is accessible by car via 1-94/1-55

or South Lake Shore Drive. Metra trains >
depart from the Randolph Street, Van
KEY Buren Street, and Roosevelt Road stations
- Street-by-Street map to 55th-56th-57th and 59th Street statigns.
See pp100-101 CTA buses 6 and 10 offer express service 500
; - to the South Side. CTA green line trains —
21 Metra train station ;
also service the area. 0yards 500

<7] Lower cloister hall in the Chicago Theological Seminary, University of Chicago
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Street-by-Street: University of Chicago

Angel with harp,
Bond Chapel

The University of Chicago, founded in
: 1890 on land donated by Marshall

Field, opened its doors to
students — male and female,
White and Black — in 1892.

Nuclear Energy, by
sculptor Henry Moore,
marks the spot where,

in 1942, a team of
scientists led by Enrico o

Fermi ushered in the
atomic age with the
. 4
first controlled ’
nuclear reaction.

Today, it has the greatest
number of Nobel laureates among faculty, alumni, and
researchers of any US university and is particularly
lauded in the fields of economics and physics. Over
the years, John D. Rockefeller gave $35 million
to the university. Henry Ives Cobb designed
18 of the university’s limestone buildings
before the Boston firm Shepley, Rutan and
Coolidge took over as the main architects
in 1901. Today, the campus boasts the
designs of more than 70 architects.
While large, it is easily explored on
foot (for walking tours, see

Dpp176-7).

Bond Chapel
(1926) contains beautifiil
stained-glass windows by
Charles Connick and
elaborate wood carvings.

Main Quadrangle

The university’s tranquil
central quadrangle is the
largest of seven designed by
Henry Ives Cobb @

Midway Plaisance
This is the site of the 1893
World’s Columbian Exposition
amusement park

STAR SIGHTS ,
Ve
% Oriental Institut
Mrtljseum nstte =~ Cobb Gate
was donated to the
* Robie House university by Henry

Ives Cobb, the
campus’ master
planner. It is ornately
decorated with gargoyles.

% Smart Museum
of Art
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&

* Smart
Museum of Art
This light-filled,
i intimate museum

R < § offers a rich,
“balanced survey of
Western art @

LOCATOR MAP
See Street Finder maps 7 & 8

r[_'F KEY

= = = = Suggested route

1 the university’s main library,

,! bolds treasured rare book and
| manuscript collections, along
+ with millions of other volumes.
4

% Oriental Institute

Museum
g Three millennia of
ancient Near East

civilization are
showcased at this
/' fascinating museum ©

Rockefeller Memorial

Chapel

Elaborate carvings and
intricate stained-glass
windows grace the interior
of this limestone-and-brick

chapel @

0 meters 100 * RObie House
e — This Frank Lloyd Wright-designed home (1908-1910) is
0 yards 100 a masterpiece of the Prairie School of architecture @
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Rockefeller
Memorial
Chapel @

5850 S Woodlawn Ave. Map 7 C4.
Tel (773) 702-2100. m Garfield
(red line) then bus 55. [Z] 59th. [
8am-4pm daily. E@ 17am Sun,
10am daily in summer. [ 4
Concerts.
www.rockefeller.uchicago.edu

Rockefeller Memorial Chapel
is Bertram G. Goodhue’s 1928
interpretation of Gothic (see
p26). The chapel is topped
with a 207-ft (63-m) tower.

It is the tallest building on
campus: John D. Rockefeller,
as a condition of his bequest,
required that this structure be
the university’s dominant
feature. Contributing to its
tradition of musical excellence
is one of Chicago’s oldest
choral ensembles, and the
stunning E.M. Skinner organ.
The 72-bell tower, the bells
weighing from 10.5 b (5 kg)
to 18.5 tons, is the second-
largest in the world. The bells
ring at noon and 6pm week-
days, after service, and during
the annual carillon festival.

Bust of a Man (c.1840 BC), at the Oriental Institute Museum

Oriental Institute
Museum ©

1155 E 58th St. Map 7 C4. Tel (773)
702-9520. [Y] Garfield (red line)
then bus 55. [Z] 59th. [} 10am-
6pm Tue, Thu-Sat; 10am-8:30pm
Wed; noon-6pm Sun. public hols.
3 1 www-oi.uchicago.edu

The Oriental Institute
Museum is the exhibition arm
of the Oriental Institute, its
scholars having excavated in
virtually every region of

the Near East since 1919. The
museum presents the insti-
tute’s famed collection of
over 100,000 artifacts from the
earliest civilizations of the
world. It is also one of only
three places in the world
where you can see a
reconstruction of an Assyrian
palace (¢.721-705 BO).

Other highlights of the
museum include a monu-
mental sculpture (c.1334-25
BO) of King Tutankhamen
from a Luxor temple. At 17 ft
(5 m), it is the tallest ancient

Robie House ©

5757 S Woodlawn Ave. Map 8 D4.
Tel (773) 834-1847. [M] Garfield
(green & red line) then bus 55.

21 59th. [] daily. [@) Jan 1, Thanks-
giving, Dec 25. 123 3 mandatory:
11am, 1pm, 3pm Mon—fri;
11am-3:30pm every 30 minutes at
weekends, additional tours in
Jun-Aug: 4pm, 5pm, 6pm Thu. []
www.wrightplus.org

Frank Lloyd Wright's world-
famous Robie House is the
quintessential expression of
the Prairie School movement
(see p27). Designed in 1908
for Frederick Robie, a bicycle
and motorbike manufacturer,
and completed in 1910, the
home is one of Wright's last
Prairie School houses: Wright
left both his family and his
Oak Park practice during its
three-year construction.
Robie House has three
distinct parts combining to
create a balanced whole.
Two, two-story rectangular
concrete blocks sit parallel to

1|" 0

o), i

Frank Lloyd Wright-designed dining-room set from Robie House

each other; a smaller square
third story is positioned at
their junction. There is no
basement and no attic. The
exterior design of the house
perfectly captures the prairie
landscape of flat, open fields.
The roof’s sweeping planes
embody the house’s
aesthetic of bold
rectilinear simplicity.
Steel beams, some 60 ft
(18 m) long, support
the overhanging roof.
Their use was
unorthodox in
residential architecture
at the time.

Leaded stained-glass windows and

doors, which run the length of the
living room, allow for both privacy
and natural light.
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Egyptian statue in the west-
ern hemisphere.

The museum’s Egyptian
collection, which includes
objects of ancient Egyptian
daily life and religious and
funerary practices, is one of
the largest in the US.

Smart Museum
of Art @

5550 S Greenwood Ave. Map 7 C4.
Tel (773) 702-0200. [Y] Garfield
(red line) then bus 55.

[3 10am-4pm Tue, Wed, Fri;
10am-8pm Thu, 11am-5pm Sat,
Sun. |@) public hols. [ A B

1 I2 Special events.
www.smartmuseum.uchicago.edu

If you are feeling over-
whelmed by the crowds at
Chicago’s major museums,
this is the place to come for
an intimate encounter with
art. Named after David and
Alfred Smart, founders of
Esquire Magazine and the
museum’s benefactors, the
Smart Museum was estab-
lished in 1974 as the art
museum of the University of

Henry Moore’s Nuclear Energy,
outside the Smart Museum

Chicago. It holds more than
8,000 artworks and artifacts,
including antiquities and Old
Master prints, Asian paint-
ings, calligraphies, and
ceramics. By showing its
works in rotating, thematic
displays, the museum ensures
its collection is made available
to the public. The museum
also owns important post-war
Chicago artwork, furniture
and glass from Robie House,
and early modern and
contemporary painting and
sculpture. A 1999 renovation
has allowed for more compre-
hensive displays of the

museum’s collection of
important 20th century and
Asian artworks.

The museum’s café, with
tall windows overlooking the
tranquil sculpture garden, is a
great spot for a quiet lunch.

University of
Chicago
Quadrangles ©

Bounded by 57th & 59th Sts, Ellis &
University Aves. Map 7 C4. [ Gar-
field (green line) then bus 55. [Z] 59th.

The cloistered quadrangle
plan for the University of
Chicago — in the 1890s, one
of the first in the US — was
developed by architect Henry
Ives Cobb. He patterned the
unified campus after British
universities Cambridge and
Oxford. Despite years of
development and modifica-
tion, the six broken quadran-
gles surrounding a seventh
still reflect Cobb’s vision.

Cobb Gate, at the north
entrance, is a gargoyled
ceremonial gateway donated
by Cobb in 1900.

A huge chimney crowns
the intersection of the
house’s three sections,
uniting the parts.

A large hearth is the
focal point of the
living room.

Also bold but simple, the
interior is furnished with
Wright-designed furniture.
The innovative dining-room
set is on view at the Smart
Museum (see above). The
house is a Gesamtkunstwerk,
a total work of art. Every item
in the house contributes to its

beauty. The house is an
organic whole, underscored
by the harmonious interplay
between the exterior and
interior and is admired by
architects worldwide.

A massive restoration plan
was undertaken in 2000 and
is expected to take ten years.

The long Roman bricks are
a Wright signature.
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University students playing
soccer on the Midway Plaisance

Midway Plaisance @

Bounded by 59th & 60th Sts,
Cottage Grove & Stony Island Aves.
Map 7 B5-8 E5. [Z] 59th.

Midway Plaisance, a
mile- (1.6-km-)
long greenway at the
south end of the
University of Chicago
campus and the city’s
broadest boulevard,
serves as the uni-
versity’s recreation
grounds. The Midway
is also an excellent
vantage point from
which to view the
university’s Gothic
buildings.
Designed by
Frederick Law
Olmsted and
Calvert Vaux as
the link between
Washington and
Jackson parks, the Midway
was the site of the 1893
exposition’s Bazaar of
Nations. It was here that the
Ferris wheel — 250 ft 76m)
high — made its debut.

Washington Park @

Bounded by 51st & 60th Sts, Martin
Luther King Jr. Dr & Cottage Grove
Ave. Map 7 A2-A5. [T 57st;
Garfield (green line).

Named after the first US
president, Washington

Park was originally intended
to be part of a grand South
Park, comprising both
Washington Park and Jackson
Park, connected by a canal

Detail of Taft's Fountain of
Time, Washington Park

running through Midway
Plaisance. Landscape
architects Frederick Law
Olmsted and Calvert Vaux,
designers of New York’s
Central Park, developed the
South Park plan in 1871. The
park commission balked at
creating a canal and so the
original plan was never rea-
lized in its entirety. In 1872,
Horace W.S. Cleveland was
hired to oversee the com-
pletion of Washington Park.
Combining expanses of
meadows with borders of
trees and shrubs, Washington
Park’s pastoral landscape also
has a pond and lagoon. At
the northeast end of the park
is Drexel Fountain, one of the
oldest fountains in Chicago. It
was designed in 1881-2 by
Henry Manger.
The park’s most
magnificent feature is
the sculpture
Fountain of Time at
the south end,
where Washington
Park meets Midway
Plaisance. Designed
in 1922 by the
Chicago artist
Lorado Taft (1860—
1936), this haunting
monument depicts
the cloaked figure
of Time watching
the endless march
of humanity. It
was erected to
celebrate 100
years of US-
British peace.

DuSable Museum
of African
American History @

740 E 56th Pl. Map 7 B4. Tel (773)
947-0600. [V Garfield (green line)
then bus 55. B9 4. [] 10am-5pm
Tue-Sat; noon-5pm Sun. major

public hols. @ (children under 6 free;

free Sun). 4 book in advance.
71 I3 Lectures, films.

As part of its mission to
celebrate the rich and
diverse history and culture of
African Americans and their
contributions to the nation,
the DuSable Museum high-
lights accomplishments of the
ordinary and extraordinary

alike. Founded in 1961, the
museum is the oldest such
institution in the US.

The museum’s permanent
exhibit “Songs of My People”
brings together diverse images
by Black photojournalists of
African-American lives.

Memorabilia from the life
and political career of
Chicago’s first Black mayor,
Harold Washington, make up
the “Harold Washington in
Office” exhibit.

Disturbing pop-culture
materials are collected in
“Distorted Images: Made in
USA?,” an exhibit focusing on
contrived and demeaning
images of African Americans.

“Africa Speaks” presents art
from Africa, much of which
has a functional purpose.
Handcrafted door panels, for
example, are given to a
Nigerian bride on her wed-
ding day so she may close
her boudoir while decorating
it. The ritual masks from
closed West African societies
are particularly striking.

Hyde Park ©

Bounded by Hyde Park Blvd, 61st St,
Washington Park, & Lake Michigan.
Map 8 D3. [E] 53rd; 55th-56th-57th;
59th. A call 312) 922-3432. [ 1

Hyde Park is one of
Chicago’s most pleasant
neighborhoods. The Univer-
sity of Chicago’s presence
contributes a collegiate atmos-
phere, while the many shops,
restaurants, theaters, and
galleries provide a broad
array of attractions.

The area was open country-
side in 1853 when Chicago
lawyer Paul Cornell estab-
lished the community on a
swath of lakeside property.

Unruly gardens characteristic of
the Rosalie Villas, in Hyde Park
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Isidore Heller House, in Hyde Park,
by Frank Lloyd Wright

The quiet suburb was
transformed by three events:
its 1889 annexation by the
City of Chicago, the 1890
founding of the University of
Chicago, and the 1893 World’s
Columbian Exposition. Many
of the houses from this 1890s
spurt of development survive.
Isidore Heller House (5132
South Woodlawn Avenue) is a
Frank Lloyd Wright design
(1897) that precedes his
celebrated Robie House (see
pp102-103) by a decade yet
reveals his characteristic
Prairie style.

Rosalie Villas (Harper
Avenue, from 57th to 59th),
designed by Solon S. Beman
between 1884 and 1890, was
Hyde Park’s first planned
community. It consists of
about 50 Queen Anne-style
residences, each unique in
architectural detail.

The retail heart of Hyde
Park is 53rd Street, while
ethnic restaurants cluster on
55th Street. Bookstores thrive
in Hyde Park; it has been
called the largest center for
books in the Midwest.

Kenwood ®

Bounded by 47th St, Hyde Park Blvd,
Cottage Grove Ave & Lake Park Ave.
Map 7 C1. [Y]] 47th (green line) then
bus 28. [Z] 47th. [ call (312) 922-
3432 @ A1

Historic Kenwood was
established in 1856 when
dentist Jonathan A. Kennicott
bought and subdivided a
large plot of land near 43rd
Street. During the next three
decades, it became one of the
most fashionable South Side
communities. In the 1920s,

many middle-class African
Americans moved to the area,
but the late 1940s saw a
period of decline. A massive
urban renewal project, led by
social planners from the
University of Chicago, was
begun in the early 1950s.

The neighborhood has some
of the finest mansions con-
structed in Chicago, along with
many Prairie
School (see p27)
homes. Two
commissions
Frank Lloyd
Wright undertook
while working for
Adler and Sullivan
include the
George W.
Blossom House
(4858 Kenwood
Avenue) and the
Warren McArthur
House (4852 Ken-
wood Avenue).

Noteworthy are
the mansions on
Greenwood Avenue
between 49th and 50th,
in particular the elegant
Prairie style of the
Ernest J. Magerstadt
House (4930 South
Greenwood Avenue),
designed in 1908 by
George W. Maher, as
well as the ornate
houses lining
South Kimbark
Avenue. One of
Chicago’s largest
single-family homes is the
Julius Rosenwald House (4901
South Ellis Avenue), built for
the Sears, Roebuck magnate.

Jackson Park’s “Golden Lady,”
a replica of Daniel Chester
French’s The Republic

Jackson Park @

Bounded by 57th & 67th Sts, Stony
Island Ave & Lake Michigan. Map 8
E5. [E] 59th; 63rd. 73 call (312) 922-
3432; bird walk, call (773) 493-7058.

Jackson Park was designed
by Frederick Law Olmsted
and Calvert Vaux in
1871 as part of
_ the unrealized
8¢ South Park plan
(see p104). Even
though the park
was redesigned
after being chosen
as the main site for
the 1893 World’s
Fair, and again in
1895, its original
aquatic theme is
still evident.
N I\ Osaka Garden is
\\. are-creation of the

i/ LSS

W = Japanese garden

\ ; built for the fair.

Il This serene spot on
Wooded Island has a
pavilion, waterfall,

k and gorgeous cherry
i ﬂ trees. The island is
considered the best
place in Chicago for
bird-watching: more
than 120 species of
birds have been
sighted here.

In the center of the
park, a smaller,
gilded replica
of the 65-ft-
(20-m>) statue
The Republic celebrates the
fair’s 25th anniversary.

There are also two beaches
and several sports facilities.

The contemplative Osaka Garden in Jackson Park
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Museum of Science and Industry @

The Museum of Science and Industry celebrates
the scientific and technological accomplish-
ments of humankind, with an emphasis on
achievements of the 20th century. Originally
called the Rosenwald Industrial Museum, after
the museum’s benefactor, its name was soon
changed at Julius Rosenwald’s urging, who said
that the museum belonged not to him but to the
people. While the building, a monumental Neo-
A carved stone Classical structure dominating Jackson Park, is a
figure over the nod to history (see p109), the museum within
northportal 1.6 heen the North American leader in modern,
interactive displays, making the exploration of science
and technology an accessible experience.

Colleen Moore’s

Fairy Castle

This 9-sq-ft (0.8-sq-m)
dollbouse is complete with
miniature furniture and
working electricity and
plumbing.

Entrance to the
U-505 Submarine
exhibition which tells
the story of a World

Main Floor

Ground Floor

Apollo 8 Command Module

This bistoric spacecraft played an important
role in early US lunar missions, which
culminated in the landing on the moon.

Circus

Roland Weber, a railroad worker,
spent 33 years carving and casting
the 22,000 figures that come to
life in this tiny, animated circus.

STAR EXHIBITS

% All Aboard
the Silver Streak

% The Heart

% Take Flight

Crown Entrance

War II U-Boat that sank
eight allied ships be-

fore being captured by
the US Navy in 1944,

% All Aboard the
Silver Streak
Climb aboard the
record-breaking
= 1930s train that
L revolutionized
industrial design.
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VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

57th St and S Lake Shore Dr.
Map 8 E4. Tel (773) 684-1414,
800-468-6674. []] Garfield
then eastbound bus 55. 5 1, 6,
= L 10. [Z] 55th-56th-57th St, 59th
* Take Flight St. [] 9:30am~4pm Mon-Sat;

Explore the inner workings of a 727 jetliner, cantilevered 11am-4pm Sun & major
to the museum’s balcony, then experience a simulated holidays. {@) Dec 25.

IZ] see website for free days.

EREmeEnn

Films.
www.msichicago.org

San Francisco-to-Chicago flight.

Coal Mine
transports visitors
through a repro-
duction of an early
Illinois coal mine
so realistic its
walls are made
of coal.

AIDS: The War Within
explores the life cycle of
HIV and scientific advances
in the battle against the
deadly virus.

Foucault’s Pendulum
This pendulum is
Virtual Reality modeled on the one
places visitors in  jnvented by the
avirwal world.  french physicist in
1851 to prove that

the Earth rotates.

* The Heart
Walk through this 16-fi- (5-m-)
tall replica of a buman beart,
which would, if real, be
suitable for a person 28
stories tall. Learn about
beart-bealthy practices
and take a journey via
computer through the
circulatory system.

North Entrance

Flight Simulators

take visitors on an
exhilarating F-14 Tomcat
bombing mission.

Main Entrance, accessed KEY

from the three-level parking Space exploration
garage. -
Transportation
MUSEUM GUIDE
The museum’s Great Hall houses the museum shop, The human body
information desk, and Silver Streak train exbibit. The Farm
Space Exploration exhibits are on the ground floor;
Computer technology

Computer Technology on the main. All other exhibits
are displayed throughout the ground floor, main floor,
and balcony. Each floor has a color-coded staircase
on each corner facilitating navigation of the building.
Each staircase itself features an intriguing exhibit.
The Ommnimax Theater is in the Henry Crown Space
Center. Cafés are on the ground and main floors.

Energy and environment

Permanent exhibitions

Temporary exhibitions

Ojooo|jo|@|ojo|o

Non exhibition space
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Exploring the Museum of
Science and Industry

Caryatids grace the
museum’s exterior

The Museum of Science and Industry,
with its more than 800 exhibits and
2,000 interactive displays, encompasses

everything from basic science to
advanced technology. Space explo-
ration and transportation are particular-
ly strong areas. A few exhibits, such as

the Circus, fall outside the museum’s
defined focus, but prove to be enduring crowd pleasers.
With more than 350,000 sq ft (32,500 sq m) of exhibition
space, there’s more than enough to keep visitors of all
ages engaged for a full day of investigation and discovery.

View of the Museum of Science and Industry from across Columbia Basin

SPACE EXPLORATION

The Henry Crown Space
Center is the epicenter of

the museum’s display on space
exploration. Here, you can
view the Apollo 8 Command
Module — the first manned
spacecraft to circle the moon,
orbiting ten times in December
1968. Less than 13 ft (4 m) in
diameter and weighing 13,100
1b (6,000 kg), the vessel still
bears the scars of its epic
journey on its pitted exterior.

The exhibit includes a replica
of NASA’s Apollo Lunar Module
Trainer, used for astronaut
training, and a 6.5-0z (185-g)
piece of moon rock retrieved
by the Apollo 17 mission.

The Space Center is also
home to the Aurora 7 Mercury
Space Capsule, one of the
earliest manned spacecrafts to
orbit the Earth — doing so four
times in a row in May 1962.

Henry Crown Space Center,
showcasing US space exploration

A 20-minute movie simulates
for viewers the experience of
blasting off in a space shuttle.

TRANSPORTATION

Pick a mode of transport —
from train, plane, to
automobile — and you can
be sure the museum has an
outstanding example.

Train-nostalgia buffs will
enjoy the All Aboard the Silver
Streak exhibit, which show-
cases the first diesel-electric,
streamlined passenger train in
America, the Pioneer Zephyr.
Built in 1934, the Zephyr
was the swiftest, sleekest
train in the US, initiating the
conversion from steam to
diesel-electric locomotion and
ushering in the era of luxury
passenger rail travel. The
Zephyr’s interior was drama-
tically different from the
opulent Pullman cars in use
at the time (see p119) yet just
as elegant in its simplicity.
Visitors can get behind the
controls and pretend to drive
this historic train.

The museum also has one
of the largest train models in
the world. The 3,500-sq-ft
(325-sq-m) model highlights
the role of the railroad in the
US economy.

The history of aviation is well
represented in the museum’s
transportation zone. Look up
to the balcony to see a rare
Boeing 40B-2 airplane
suspended from the ceiling.

Nearby is Take Flight, an
exhibit explaining the scientific
principles behind the wonder
of flight, such as radar, aero-
dynamics, and engine and
wing construction. This exhibit
contains one of the museum’s
largest attractions, a canti-
levered United Airlines Boeing
727. Visitors can board the
aircraft to explore, and watch
from the balcony its seven-
minute simulated flight.

Adjacent to the Boeing
727 is Designed to Fly, an
exhibit tracing the history of
humans’ efforts to fly, from
the 15th century to the Wright
Brothers’ first successful
powered flight, in 1903.

Another popular attraction is
the restored U-505 Submarine,
a World War IT German U-Boat
captured by US naval forces
off the west coast of Africa
in 1944. The submarine forms
the centerpiece of a new
35,000-sq-ft (3,250-sq-m)
climate-controlled exhibit
which is located on the lower
ground floor and tells the story
of the search for and dramatic
capture of the U-505.

Directly above, on the main
floor, is the NAVY: Tech-
nology at Sea exhibit, where
a high-tech flight simulator
replicates a take-off and

7 o
e }._

The Great Hall, the popular Silver
Streak train in the background

landing on the back of
an aircraft carrier.

Closer to earth is the Auto
Gallery’s Spirit of America,
the first car to break the 500
mph (800 kph) land speed
barrier. On October 15, 1964,
Craig Breedlove became the
“fastest man on wheels” when
he piloted this missile-like
vehicle to spectacular speeds.
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Fast machines in the museum’s
transportation zone

THE HUMAN BODY

Undoubtedly the weirdest
exhibit in the museum is the
Anatomical Slices, located on
the blue staircase between
the main floor and balcony.
In the 1940s, the corpses of a
man and woman who died of
natural causes were frozen and
then cut into 0.5-inch (1.25-cm)
sections — the man, horizon-
tally, and the woman, vertically
—and preserved in fluid
between glass. These unique
displays allow you to look
right inside the human body.

The Heart, a 16-ft- (5-m-)
tall replica of a human heart,
is a walk through model
which allows visitors to see
the heart from the perspective
of a blood cell. Check your
blood pressure and calculate
the number of times your
heart has beaten since birth.

AIDS: The War Within is an
exhibit on AIDS and HIV that
explores the nine stages of the
AIDS virus and ways to control
it. Interactive displays cover
viruses, the ecology of disease,
and the immune system.

The Genetics: Decoding Life
exhibit looks at the advance-
ments in genetic engineering.

FARM TECH

This exhibit takes a look at
modern technology on a 21st
century farm. The Farm
features a full-size tractor, a
greenhouse, and replicas of a
dairy barn and a cornfield.

FROM PLASTER TO STONE

Architect Charles B. Atwood (see p30) based his design of
this majestic building — built as a temporary structure for
the 1893 World’s Fair and, today, the only surviving
building from the fair — on classical Greek models. Over
270 columns and 24 caryatids, weighing 6 tons each, grace
the exterior. Covered in plaster, with a roof of skylights,
the building deteriorated badly after the fair. The Field
Museum (see pp86-9) occupied it briefly, until 1920. The
building then sat in a state of disrepair until the mid-1920s,
when Julius Rosenwald, chairman of Sears, Roebuck and
Co., campaigned to save it and founded the museum,
donating millions of

dollars to a massive
reconstruction effort.
Exterior plaster was
replaced with 28,000
tons of limestone and
marble in an 11-year
renovation. The
Museum of Science
and Industry opened
in 1933, in time for the
Century of Progress
World’s Exposition.

Some of the original buildings during
the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition

Through interactive exhibits,
visitors can design their own
cereal, “harvest” a field of
corn or feel what it is like to
milk a cow. They can also
follow milk, corn and soy-
beans through a fascinating
voyage from Midwest roots to
a variety of everyday products.

real-time digitizer, and
recorded images will place
you in a virtual world, where
you can “play” a drum or
“bounce” a ball.

ENERGY AND
ENVIRONMENT

One of the museum’s most
popular exhibits is Coal

Mine. It is worth waiting for
in the inevitable lineup. This
re-creation of a 1933 Illinois
coal mine is remarkably life-
like. The 20-minute tour begins
at the top of a mineshaft,
where an elevator takes visitors
down in semi-darkness to a
bituminous coal seam and a
fascinating demonstration of
coal-mining machinery. A short
ride on a mine train ends this
unique, if a little
claustrophobic,
experience.
Environmental
issues are front

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY

Although effective use of
computers is made in

many of the interactive dis-
plays, relatively little space is
devoted to the subject of com-
puter technology. A fascinating
exception is Imaging: The
Tools of Science. This
installation explores computer-
imaging procedures such as
MRIs (which produce the
image of a cross-section of
an object) and
CT scans (soft-
tissue X-rays).
Visitors can

delve into and center at
radiosurgery the Reusable
and forensic = City. Interactive
science Bronze plaques on the main  displays encour-

through hands- doors honor the sciences
on exhibits.

Don goggles in the main
floor’s Virtual Reality exhibit
and become part of an en-
vironment created by computer

technology. A video camera,

age visitors to
learn more about
the Earth’s ozone layer,
climate change, and pollution.
A periscope allows visitors to
see inside a “landfill,” down
to its decades-old contents.
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FARTHER A

hicago’s outlying areas

offer a wealth of sight-

seeing opportunities.
For lovers of architecture,
Oak Park is a must-see for its
Frank Lloyd Wright designs.
Other Chicago neighbor-
hoods, such as Wicker Park
and Lakeview, each with its
own distinct character, are ideal \
day-trip destinations. Pullman mexican sugar

FIELD

19th-century neighborhoods. A
little farther is Brookfield Zoo,
renowned for its realistic ani-
* mal habitats. Walking paths
' lead through varied land-
scapes at Morton Arboretum.
Visitors with more time can
traverse the canal corridor,
which runs alongside the 1848
historic canal and encompasses
extensive recreational trails and

is one of the US’s best-preserved  skull. Pilsen  several fine museums.
SIGHTS AT A GLANCE
Historic Buildings, Districts Neighborhoods KEY
Parks, and Canals Lakeview and Wrigleyville (2] ] Urban area
Jane Addams Hull-House Lower West Side @
Museum @ Near West Side @ == Interstate highway

Illinois and Michigan Canal Wicker Park @
National Heritage Corridor (11}
Oak Park @

Brookfield Zoo @
Pullman Historic District @

Morton Arboretum @

Zoos and Botanic Gardens

Garfield Park Conservatory @
Lincoln Park Zoo (pp112-13) (1]

State highway

— Major road

:
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< Pink flamingos at Lincoln Park Zoo
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Lincoln Park Zoo @

Established in 1868 with the gift of two swans

from New York’s Central Park, Lincoln Park

Zoo is the US’s oldest free public zoo. Today,
more than 1,000 mammals, reptiles, and birds
from around the world live here, in realistic
habitats. The zoo’s status as a world leader in

wildlife conservation is evident in its educational
exhibits, as well as in its many international efforts
to save endangered species. Although it is not

statue of  Chicago’s largest zoo (see Brookfield Zoo p117),
Abraham  Tincoln Park Zoo, in the heart of Lincoln
Park, is easily accessible from the Down-
town Core. The park, Chicago’s largest, —
offers walking and biking paths, paddle-boating
ponds, lagoons, and sandy beaches.

Lincoln in
Lincoln Park

West
Entrance

Pritzker Family
Children’s Zoo
showcases wood-
dwelling animals
such as beavers,
bears, and wolves.

: ST * Regenstein
Lincoln Park Conservatory Small Mammal-
This stunning conservatory (1890-95), de- Reptile House

signed by architect Joseph L. Silsbee, houses — This exhibit show-

many exotic plants, including orchids. Thou-  cases 40 species,
sands of flowers grown bere are for park use. including African ="
Duwarf crocodiles.

Waterfowl Lagoon

8 Flamingos and other water-
Jfowl find refuge in this
peaceful lagoon, one of the
| z00’s earliest features.

Café Brauer was designed in 1908 by
Dwight Perkins, a leading architect of
the Prairie School. The building was
restored in 1989. Its Great Hall has
spectacular chandeliers and a skylight.

STAR SIGHTS

% Farm in the Zoo
presented by John
Deere

* Regenstein Center

for African Apes % Farm in the Zoo presented

by John Deere

* Regenstein Small This working farm shelters cows, horses, chic-
Mammal-Reptile House kens, and pigs. Children most enjoy watching

the daily milking routine and bhorse grooming.
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Regenstein African
Journey

This tour is designed
to immerse visitors in
the African land-
scape by leading
them through the
lush babitats of
giraffes, meer-
kats, rhinos,
and other
African
animals. |2

o
>
z
z

East Entrance

Gateway Building, at the
Z00’s main east entrance,
houses the information and
security desk.

VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

2200 N Cannon Dr. Tel (312) 742-
2000. [Y] Clark/Division. 5 151,
156. [] Zoo grounds 9am-6pm
daily, except May-Sep: 9am-7pm
Sat, Sun & hols; Nov-Mar:
9am-5am. B A O 2
on N Cannon Dr. Workshops (call
312-742-2053), special events
(call 312-742-2283).
www.|pzoo.0rg

Kovler Lion House

Rare cats, including ‘
Siberian tigers, N ‘-"".'y\ -~
inbabit this 1912 <

bistoric building. iy

* Regenstein Center for
African Apes

The zoo’s collection of lowland
gorillas is one of the largest in the
US — testimony to the zoo’s highly
successful breeding program.

Entrance

0 metres 100
Iy M—
0 yards 100

Antelope and
Zebra Area

Various hoofed
animals live in 11
outdoor habitats by
the zoo’s south pond,
including the
threatened Grevy’s
zebra from Africa
and the endangered
Bactrian camel from
Mongolia, as well as
rare gazelles, antelopes,
deer, and alpacas.
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Wrigley Field baseball stadium,
home of the famous Chicago Cubs

Lakeview and
Wrigleyville @

West of Lake Michigan to Ashland
Ave, from Diversey Ave to W Irving
Park Rd. [] Belmont (red, brown,
purple lines). 9, 22, 36. See
Entertainment p163.

Lakeview and Wrigleyville
are two of Chicago’s most
colorful neighborhoods. Now
a cultural melting pot, the
area was settled by German
immigrants in the 1830s.
Farms dotted the landscape
until the mid-1800s, when the
area began to develop as a
residential neighborhood of
working-class Swedish
immigrants. After annexation
by the City in 1889, a spurt of
development established the
area as one of the liveliest in
Chicago — a distinction it
continues to hold today.

Wrigleyville, the northern
half of Lakeview, is named
after Wrigley Field, home of
the famous Chicago Cubs
baseball team. This charming
stadium, designed by Zachary
Taylor Davis in 1914, is the
oldest National League
ballpark. The community
resisted electric lighting of the
stadium into the late 1980s.

Lakeview hosts a thriving
theater scene as well as excel-
lent restaurants, coffeehouses,
bars, specialty shops, and
bookshops. Trendy boutiques
line Belmont Avenue between
Halsted and Sheffield Streets.
Lakeview is also the heart of
Chicago’s gay community.

To sample Lakeview’s
architectural heritage, visit

Alta Vista Terrace, between
Grace and Byron Streets. This
block of turn-of-the-century
row houses was designed by
Joseph C. Brompton in 1904
and was the first area in
Chicago to be designated a
historic district.

Hawthorne Place, north of
Belmont Avenue, east of
Broadway, is a rare surviving
Victorian-era residential
design that is typical of the
area’s early development.

Beautiful tombstones mark
the resting places of Chicago’s
notables in Graceland
Cemetery (4001 North Clark
Street), just north of Lake-
view. Buried here are Louis
Sullivan (see p30) and George
Pullman (see p119), among
others. A site map is available
at the cemetery’s office.

e e :
Rapp House, one of Wicker Park’s
architectural gems

Wicker Park ©

Bounded by North Ave, Milwaukee,
Leavitt, and Division Sts.

[M] Damen (blue line). 56.
Around the Coyote (Sep).

If you are looking for the
trendy area of Chicago,
Wicker Park, brimming with
galleries, boutiques, coffee-
houses, restaurants, and
nightclubs is it. In the late
1800s, Scandinavian and Ger-
man immigrants built mansions
here and many of them
remain, making this a great
area for an architectural tour.
Of interest are John Rapp
House (1407 North Hoyne
Avenue) and Holy Trinity
Cathedral (1121 Leavitt Street),
designed by Louis Sullivan.

Garfield Park
Conservatory @

300 North Central Park Ave.

Tel (312) 746-5100. [)]] Conservatory-
Central Park Dr. (green line).

[] 9am-5pm (to 8pm Thu) daily. 3
available to members. [] [ &
www.garfield-conservatory.org.

Designed by Jens Jensen,
(who was known as “the
dean of Prairie landscapes”) in
1906, the spectacular Garfield
Park Conservatory is a two-
acre enclosed garden which
houses the world’s largest
public horticultural collection
under glass. Shows and
events are held throughout
the year. Children are well
catered for, in particular with
the Elizabeth Morse Genius
Children’s Garden, with
exhibits showing how plants
grow and reproduce.

Oak Park ©

Bounded by N North Ave, S Roosevelt
Rd, E Austin Blvd & W Harlem Ave.
H (708) 848-1500. [Y]] Oak Park
(green line); Harlem/Lake (green line).
[ﬂ Qak Park (Union Pacific/West line).
Visitors’ center: 158 N Forest Ave.
[ 10am-5pm daily. [ @] Jan 1,
Thanksgiving, Dec 25. [
Frank Lloyd Wright Preservation
Trust: 931 Chicago Ave. Tel (708)
848-1976. 3 www.wrightplus.org

In 1889, Frank Lloyd Wright
moved to Oak Park, at the
age of 22. During the next 20
years here, he created many
groundbreaking buildings as
his legendary Prairie School
style evolved. This community
is home to 25 Wright buildings
— the largest grouping of his
work anywhere. Oak Park is
also known for its literary

Frank Lloyd Wright's Home and
Studio, his residence for 20 years



FARTHER AFIELD

Unity Temple, Frank Lloyd Wright's “little jewel”

association: famed American
writer Ernest Hemingway (see
p31) was born here in 1899.
The best place to feast on
Wright's achievement is the
Frank Lloyd Wright Home
and Studio. Designed by
Wright in 1889, the superbly
restored residence and
workspace is where the
architect developed his
influential Prairie style.
Nearby are two private
homes that reveal Wright's
versatility. The Arthur
Heurtley House (1902: 318
Forest Ave) is typically Prairie
style, with its row of windows
spanning the low roofline and
its simple but elegant entrance
arch. The Moore-Dugal
House (1895: 333 Forest Ave)

Frank Lloyd Wright
Home & Studio

@
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Moore-Dugal @ Arthur Heurtley
House @ H.

is a hybrid of styles, with Tudor
Revival and Gothic elements.
At the southern end of Oak
Park is the masterful Pleasant
Home (217 Home Ave), a 30-
room Prairie-style mansion
designed in 1897 by George
W. Maher. The house contains
extraordinary art glass
(designed panels of leaded
glass), intricate woodwork, and
decorative motifs, as well as a
display on the area’s history.
Wright was particularly
proud of Unity Temple (875
Lake St.), his design for the
Unitarian Universalist
Congregation. He called this
church, one of his most
important designs, his first
expression of an “entirely
new architecture.” It was built

between 1906 and 1908 using
what was then an unusual
technique of poured
reinforced concrete, in part
because of a budget of only
$45,000. Unity Temple is a
masterpiece of powerful
simplicity wedded with
functional ornamentation.
Ernest Hemingway lived in
Oak Park until the age of 20.
The Ernest Hemingway
Birthplace (339 North Oak
Park Ave) is a grand Victorian
home with turn-of-the-century
furnishings, and has displays
on the life of this Nobel Prize
winner. The Ernest Heming-
way Museum (200 North Oak
Park Ave) features artifacts
from Hemingway’s early life,
including a childhood diary.

The Victorian house in which
Ernest Hemingway was born

CHICAGD
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Arthur Heurtley House @

Ernest Hemingway
Birthplace ©

Ernest Hemingway
Museum @

Frank Lloyd Wright Home
and Studio @

Moore-Dugal House @

Pleasant Home @

Unity Temple ®
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Jane Addams Hull-House Museum, seen from the courtyard

Near West Side O

Bounded by Chicago River, 16th &
Kinzie Sts, & Ogden Ave. Map 3
A1-AS. [Y]] UIC-Halsted. = 8, 60.

Over the years, Chicago’s
Near West Side has expe-
rienced waves of successive
immigrant settlement. Today,
it is one of the best places to
experience the city’s many
ethnic communities.

It was settled in the 1840s
and 1850s by working-class
Irish immigrants. The
Great Chicago Fire of 1871
began here, on DeKoven
Street (No. 558), in the
O’Leary barn. Appropriately
(or ironically, depending on
how you look at it), the
Chicago Fire Academy is
now located on the site. An
arresting bronze sculpture
of flames marks the spot
where the devastating fire
reportedly began.

Following the fire,
Russian and Polish Jews
settled the area in the
1890s, while to the
north, a lively Greek
Town developed,
centered along Halsted
Street, between
Madison and Van
Buren Streets. To the
west, Little Italy,
centered around
Taylor Street at
Halsted Street,
flourished.

The University
of Illinois at Chicago holds a
prominent position in the
area. Walter A. Netsch Jr.

designed the university in the

Egon Weiner's sculpture at
the Chicago Fire Academy ed

1960s, in the modern style
known as Brutalism. The
campus is characterized by
unadorned concrete buildings
with rows of narrow vertical
windows.

Jane Addams Hull-
House Museum @

800 S Halsted St. Tel (312)413-
5353. Map 3 A3. [] UIC-Halsted.
B 7, 8, 60. [@| major public hols.
173 I3 mandatory: 10am-4pm
Tue—Fri, noon—-4pm Sun. [

This museum, which is part
of the University of Illinois
campus, celebrates the
work of Jane Addams (see
»29), who won the 1931
Nobel Peace Prize for her
social-justice work and
advocacy and became per-
haps the most famous
woman in the US. In her
pioneering work with the
poor, Addams fought for
child-labor laws, a mini-
mum wage, and better
public sanitation, among
other social causes.

the then industrial center of
Chicago that Addams and
Ellen Gates Starr estab-
lished, in 1889, a settle-
ment house to provide

grants, the poor,

The house’s inte-
rior has been restored to look

as it did in its early days.
There are also settlement
house exhibits.

It was in this mansion in

social services to immi-

and the dispossess-

Lower West Side @

Bounded by Chicago River, 16th St, &
Pulaski Rd. [Y] 78th. B 9, 18, 60.

The Lower West Side, like
the Near West Side,
developed as an industrial,
working-class neighborhood
after the 1871 fire. Immigrants
from Bohemia were the first
to arrive, in the 1870s,
followed in the early 20th
century by Germans, Poles,
and Yugoslavians. In the
1950s, an influx of Mexican
and Puerto Rican immigrants
brought a Hispanic flavor to
the community.

Today, the neighborhood of
Pilsen, centered along 18th
Street between South Damen
Avenue and South Halsted
Street, is home to many fine
Mexican restaurants, bakeries,
and specialty shops. The
sounds of salsa are every-
where, the inviting scent of
corn tortillas emanates from
tortillerias, and colorful
murals brighten the street-
scape. Artists, lured here by
low rents in the 1980s,
contribute a touch of
eclecticism to the area.

The best way to experience
this vibrant district is to stroll
along 18th Street, admire the
late-19th-century buildings —
one of the most interesting is
the Romanesque-style Thalia
Hall at the corner of Allport
Street — and perhaps stop at a
street vendor for a tasty cob
of roasted corn.

For more substantial fare,
one of the best restaurants in
Pilsen is Nuevo Leon (No.
1515), where the food is tasty
and the portions huge. Café
Jumping Bean (No. 1439)
exhibits work by local artists

Café Jumping Bean on
Chicago’s Lower West Side
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and serves up delicious snacks.

Panaderia El Paraiso (No. 1156)
is an excellent local bakery.

The cultural heart of Pilsen
is the Mexican Fine Arts
Center Museum (1852 West
19th Street; 738-1503; 10am—
Spm Tue—Sun), the largest
Mexican arts institution in the
US. The museum rotates a
broad range of exhibitions,
covering subjects as diverse
as ancient Mexico and young
avant-garde artists. The more
than 1,500 works in the
permanent collection include
Mexican masters such as
Diego Rivera.

Signs for Mexican bakeries and
eateries lining the streets of Pilsen

Brookfield Zoo ©

First Ave & 31st St, Brookfield.

Tel (708) 485-0263. lﬂ Hollywood
(Burlington Northern Santa Fe line).
[E] 304, 311. [ Memorial Day-
Labor Day: 9:30am-6pm Mon-Sat;
9:30am-7:30pm Sun. Labor Day—
Memorial Day: 10am-5pm daily. 27
(free Jan—Feb: Tue, Thu, Sat, Sun;
Oct-Dec: Tue, Thu; separate adm to
some exhibits). [3] [ A [ 2
1 I3 Lectures, weekend special
events. www.brookfieldzoo.org

Brookfield Zoo, opened in
1934, is one of the largest
z00s in the US. More than
5,900 animals representing
approximately 440 species,
gathered from around the
world, roam realistic habitats.
Many of the animal exhibits
are outdoors, along the zoo’s
15 miles (24 km) of trails, but
there are also a number of
fascinating indoor displays,
such as the Living Coast and
Tropic World. The Fragile
Kingdom comprises two

A Capuchin monkey at Tropic World watching visitors

indoor exhibits — an African
desert and an Asian rainforest,
with indigenous bats, squirrels,
and foxes — and an outdoor
display featuring large cats,
including an Amur (Siberian)
tiger. Nearby is the 2,000-seat
Dolphinarium. Shows featur-
ing Atlantic bottlenose dol-
phins are offered here daily.
To the north of the Dolphi-
narium is Pinniped Point:
outdoor pools containing

sea lions, harbor seals,

and walruses.

At the southeast corner of
the grounds is the Children’s
Zoo, where kids can pet
barnyard animals and watch
cow and goat milking.

Another children’s favorite
is Tropic World, one of the
largest indoor mixed-species
exhibits in the world. Here,
rainforest creatures and
primates from South America,
Asia, and Africa swing
through trees and wander the
forest floor while visitors
watch from the observation
deck. The Brazilian tapir,
with a flexible snout; the
giant anteater, with a 2-ft-
(0.6-m-) long tongue; and
Ramar, the 365-1b (165-kg)
silverback gorilla, are
particularly impressive.

Close by is the Swamp, an
indoor re-created cypress
swamp with egrets, storks,
and a 10-ft- (3-m-) long
American alligator, which
sleeps with its eyes open.

The Living Coast features
three habitats of South
America’s western coast:
open ocean, near-shore
waters, and rocky shores.
Jellyfish, sharks, and pen-
guins are just a few of the
creatures to be found here.

At the interactive Be a Bird
exhibit, visitors can learn
about bird anatomy and
behavior, and test their own
ability to fly.

One of the most spectacu-
lar exhibits is Habitat Africa!
This re-created savanna is
complete with giraffes and
wild dogs. A “danger game”
trail allows visitors to pre-
tend they’re thirsty animals
walking to a waterhole, their
steps activating taped sounds
of predators.

Along the zoo’s northern
boundary are enclosures for
large animals, including the
unusual Grevy’s zebras. To
the south, near Roosevelt
Fountain, is Pachyderm
House, home to elephants,
rhinos, and hippos.

A hippopotamus grazing in the Pachyderm House
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Morton
Arboretum ®

4100 lllinois Route 53, Lisle.

Tel (630) 719-2400. m Lisle
(Burlington Northern Santa Fe line).
[ 7am-7pm daily. 727 (discount
Weo. A A H O E
Workshops, library.
www.mortonarb.org

Morton Arboretum is home
to more than 3,400 types of
trees, shrubs, and other plants
from around the world. Eight
lakes and ponds dot this 2.5-
sq-mile (6.5-sq-km) outdoor
museum, providing wonderful
picnic settings.

Founded in 1922 by Joy
Morton of the Morton Salt
Company, the arboretum’s
mission is educational. It
conducts scientific research as
well as providing informative
public displays. Collections
are grouped according to
plant families and habitats,
allowing visitors to learn
about each species’ unique
features and to compare
related plants.

The arboretum’s Daffodil
Glade is particularly stunning
in spring. Its Schulenberg
Prairie, radiant in summer, is
a pioneering landscape resto-
ration begun in the early
1960s by Ray Schulenberg.
The prairie is admired
throughout the Midwest as a
fine re-creation of this now-
endangered prairie that
covered the region before
settlement. The maples are
dramatic in the fall; the ever-
green trees striking in winter.

If you do not have time to
hike along any of the 14 miles
(23 km) of trails, you can drive
through the arboretum in about
50 minutes via 9 miles (15 km)
of one-way roads. Open-air
tram tours are offered daily
(weather permitting).

Begin your visit at the new
visitors’ center, located near
the entrance. The center lists
daily events and seasonal
bloom information. It also has
an excellent bookstore and a
dining area overlooking a
pond. The arboretum’s
Thornhill Education Center
(open weekdays) houses
displays about Joy Morton
and the Morton family. The
Sterling Morton Library has a
wide range of publications on
plants, gardening and land-
scaping, and natural history.

It also holds rare botanical
books and prints.

Illinois and
Michigan Canal
National Heritage
Corridor @

From Chicago’s south branch of
Chicago River to LaSalle-Peru.

Tel (815) 588-1100. See The History
of Chicago p15. www.canalcor.org

The first Europeans to
explore the Chicago region —
Louis Jolliet and Father
Jacques Marquette — urged, in
their 1673 expedition report,
the building of a canal to con-
nect Lake Michigan to the Des
Plaines and Illinois Rivers.

Lush trees reflected in one of Morton Arboretum’s several lakes

St. James of the Sag, burial place
of many canal laborers

They believed that such a
transportation link would be
of great economic benefit to
the region. It took a century
and a half for their prediction
to come true, and the loss of
many — mostly Irish — canal
laborers to diseases such as
dysentery and cholera, but
when the Illinois and Michigan
(I&M) Canal opened in 1848, it
did indeed transform the area’s
economy. It also established
Chicago as the transportation
center of the Midwest.

As the use of rail to trans-
port freight became increas-
ingly popular, however, canal
traffic declined. Carrying
waste away from Chicago
became the canal’s primary
purpose, until the Sanitary
and Ship Canal took over this
function, in 1914. The I&M
Canal, with its 15 locks, was
abandoned entirely in 1933
when the Illinois Waterway
replaced it as a connection
between the Great Lakes and
Mississippi River.

Fifty years later, in 1984, the
canal was designated a
national heritage corridor.
Today, with almost 100 miles
(160 km) of multiuse trails
running alongside the canal,
the canal route offers abun-
dant recreational opportun-
ities, from bird-watching to
biking, hiking, and canoeing.
The route passes through
more than 40 towns and cities,
sites of historic buildings and
fascinating museums.

A good place to begin your
exploration is the town of
Lockport, 30 miles (48 km)
southwest of Chicago. During
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the canal’s heyday, this town
thrived as the center of the
boat-building and -repair
trades. The visitors’ center
(200 West 8th Street) in Lock-
port’s historic Gaylord Build-
ing, the oldest industrial
structure along the waterway,
offers maps and information.
Adjacent to the center is a
restored pioneer settlement,
its buildings characteristic of
those built during the
development of the canal.
Will County Historical
Society Museum is located in
Lockport’s scenic 1837 canal
headquarters building. Tour
guides tell stories of the canal
and explain historic artifacts.

Pullman Historic
District ®

Bounded by 111th & 115th Sts, Ellis &
Cottage Grove Aves. [)] 95/Dan Ryan
then bus 111. [Z] 111th St (Electric
District line). [l 11141 S Cottage
Grove Ave. Tel (773) 785-8901.

[ 11am-3pm Tue-Sun. [@) Jan
T1-Feb 14. 4 May-Oct 12:30pm,
1:30pm 1st Sun of month; call (773)
785-8901. E
www.members.aol.com/pullmanil

Pullman Historic District,
one of Chicago’s best-
preserved 19th-century
communities, is the site of a
fascinating — if ultimately
unsuccessful — experiment.
The town, the first of its kind
in the US, was built by
George M. Pullman, founder
of the luxury rail-carriage
manufacturer Pullman Palace
Car Company, to house his
employees. In 1879, Pullman

purchased 6.25 sq miles

(16 sq km) of marshland in
Chicago’s far south side,

12 miles (19 km) south of
downtown Chicago. He hired
architect Solon S. Beman and
landscape architect Nathan F.
Barrett to plan the company
town. Most of the more

than 1,700 row houses
and apartment units
were constructed ;‘; d
between 1880

and 1885.

Workers rented
the living quarters
from Pullman, who
expected to realize
a 6 percent profit
by collecting rent
on all the buildings,
including the
church and library.
This was the first
development to
offer the working class indoor
plumbing, gas, and recrea-
tional facilities.

The experiment ended in
acrimony when Pullman laid
off workers and cut wages
without lowering rents during
the 1894 depression. A huge

b S

Building once housing several Pullman Palace Car Company workers

Interior of Hotel Florence, typical of the town’s Queen Anne-style elegance

AT
{0

Ornate west window
of Greenstone Church

d

strike, which eventually
spread across the entire
nation, ensued. The US gov-
ernment intervened, sending
in federal troops. The workers
lost the seven-week strike,
but Pullman’s experiment was
tainted with failure. He died
three years later, in 1897,
still resentful. By
1907, all the houses
in Pullman had
been sold to
private buyers.

Plans in 1960 to

demolish the area’s
buildings and
create an industrial
park were defeated
by residents. The
district of Pullman
was designated a
national landmark
in 1971. Today,
many of the row
houses have been restored
and are individually owned.
The town is easily explored in
an afternoon; maps are avail-
able at the visitor center.

Hotel Florence (11111 S
Forestville Ave), named for
Pullman’s favorite daughter, is
a superb 1881 example of
Queen Anne style. The hotel
is now a museum, and is
undergoing an extensive
$3-million renovation.

The mansions lining 111th
and 112th Streets were built
for Pullman executives; the
Pullman colors of maroon
and green frame the windows
and doors. The Greenstone
Church (1882) and the curved
Beman-designed Colonnade
Apartments and Town Houses
by Market Hall are also worth
a look. The Market Circle
apartments (1892) were
bachelor units.
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THREE GUIDED WALKS

ith a rich architectural history
that demands to be examined
up close, Chicago is particu-
larly rewarding to visitors exploring
on foot. Three guided walks, two of
which are on the city’s North Side, and
one in the Downtown Core,
are described here.
The first, farther north
in Lakeview, is a short
urban stroll that takes in 5§
the eclectic shops of =
Belmont Avenue, the
lively gay scene of “Boys-
town,” with its rainbow-colored
pylons lining Halsted Street, and the
American baseball shrine that is
Wrigley Field. Also here you'll find the
intriguing Alta Vista Terrace, a narrow
street of 1904 rowhouses modeled
after London’s Mayfair, and the

CHOOSING A WALK

gRCURY "

Frontage for the historic
Mercury Theater @

fascinating Graceland Cemetery,
where such Chicago luminaries as
Marshall Field and Mies van der Rohe
are laid to rest. The second walk, just
to the north of the city’s Downtown
Core, explores Lincoln Park itself and
the neighborhood to the
park’s west. This three-
hour walk can include
visits to the new Chicago
History Museum and to
several gems within the
park, such as Lincoln Park
Zoo with its child-friendly
working farm, the beautiful Lincoln
Park Conservatory, as well as the
scenic path along Lake Michigan.

The third walk is a visual feast of
outdoor art and architecture with the
skyline of the Loop readily displaying
its treasures in the background.

The Three Walks

This map shows the location
of the three guided wallks

in relation to the main
sightseeing areas of Chicago.

%
\
Létfview Walk gk

0 kilometers 2
0 miles 2 | S
&\
KEY
....... Walk route

Curious sea lion at Lincoln Park Zoo (see p122)

A Walk in
\ | Lincoln Park
L\\ (pp 122-3)

Lake
Michigan
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A Two-hour Walk in Lakeview

Huge baseball,
Wrigleyville @

From gray concrete streets to the gentle
green slopes of Graceland Cemetery, this
stroll through the north side of Lakeview
is an urban adventure that reveals the
charms — both historic and present-day —
of one of Chicago’s liveliest nooks. After
taking in the sports-fanatic atmosphere of

baseball’s famous Wrigley Field and the
colorful epicenter of Chicago’s gay scene, meander
your way past restaurants, eclectic boutiques, and cultural
landmarks, joining the motley crowd of young and old.

Lifesize statue of 6-year-old Inez
Clark, Graceland Cemetery @

Wrigleyville

Back on Halsted Street, take a
left at Addison Street, and
you'll see the legendary
Wrigley Field ® (see p114)

in the distance. Built in 1914,
it's one of the oldest ballparks
in the US, and home of the
Chicago Cubs who, dubbed
“lovable losers,” haven’t won
a World Series in 100 years. Go
north on Sheffield Ave., then
a left turn on Grace Street.
Here you will find an archi-
tectural gem, the Alta Vista
Terrace District ® (see p114).

Graceland Cemetery
Head northwest up W.
Irving Park Road, to see
the lush Victorian-style
Graceland Cemetery ®
(see p114), the final
resting place of some
of Chicago’s finest.

Southport Avenue

From here, stroll west
on Irving Park Road to
charming Southport Ave.,
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Clark and Belmont/Boystown
Turn right out of the Belmont
station and you soon hit Ann
Sather's @, a historic Swedish
café at 929 W. Belmont Ave.
famous for its cinnamon rolls.
A few doors down is the
lively intersection of N Clark

home of the Chicago Cubs @

«++ Walk Route

[ Metro station

Street and Belmont Ave. — a
great spot for people-watching.
Continue across N. Clark Street,
once an Indian trail that ran
200 miles (322 km) north to
Green Bay, Wisconsin, and
you're in “Boystown,” the gay
pocket of Lakeview. At the
next corner is Halsted Street
@, officially the country’s first

with its pairs of tall, rainbow-
ringed pylons erected in 1999.
Be sure to take a detour to
Elaine Place @ to see two
giraffe sculptures made of car
bumpers by John Kearney.

designated gay neighborhood,

with its pubs, boutiques, and
restaurants. At 3745 N. South-
port Ave. is the former silent
movie house, the Mercury
Theater @, a 300-seat space
hosting local and touring
productions. Just south of this,
you'll spot the old-time
marquee of the Music Box
Theatre ®, built in 1929 and
still drawing crowds for
obscure arthouse films.

TIPS FOR WALKERS

Starting point: Belmont EI
station

Length: 3.5 miles (5.5 km)
Getting there: Take the Purple
(rush hours only), Brown or Red
Line train to Belmont, or the No.
22 bus to Clark and Belmont.
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A Three-Hour Walk in

Lincoln Park

One of Chicago’s greatest treasures is its park system,
and this leisurely walk is a lovely way to explore one
of the quiet open spaces that lie within minutes of the
skyscrapers of Downtown. Lincoln Park covers more
than 1,200 acres (486 hectares) along Lake Michigan
north of the Magnificent Mile, and offers diversions for
strollers of all ages, including the nation’s oldest free
public zoo. Visitors can also visit the Chicago History
Museum and an infamous site in gangster lore.

—— .
Front of the newly renovated
Chicago History Museum @

Chicago History Museum
After expensive renovations,
the once-modest Chicago
Historical Society reopened in
late 2006 as the sleek, airy,
family-friendly Chicago
History Museum @ (see p74),
bringing the city’s past to life
with two floors of interactive
exhibits. In the lobby a
colorfully painted 1978 Chevy
lowrider greets visitors; in the
galleries beyond are permanent
exhibits such as historical
dioramas, one of the city’s first
El cars, and family-friendly
displays. From the museum,
take the path behind the
building to admire one of

Chicago’s most significant
works of public art, Augustus
Saint-Gaudens’ 1887 bronze
of President Abraham Lincoln
®, depicted deep in thought.

Lincoln Park Zoo and Beyond
Returning toward the
museum, take the sidewalk
path to the right and under
the LaSalle Drive overpass,
following the signs for the
200. On a stretch of green to
the west, on Wednesday and
Saturday mornings from May
to October, the organic Green
City Market @ has tempting
displays of fresh cheeses,
breads, and produce. A few
minutes’ walk farther up the
path brings you to South
Pond @, a small haven for
frogs, turtles, ducks, and geese.
At the north end is the Café
Brauer (®, a handsome red-
brick, Prairie Style structure
that bustles in summer. Stop
for a beer or just to take in the
fine views of the city skyline.
Weather permitting, paddle-
boats can also be hired from
here. Just north of the café is
the southern entrance to the
Lincoln Park Zoo ® (see
pp112-113), one of the city’s
top attractions. Established in
1868, the zoo is free and

Lincoln Park Conservatory @ four glasshouses of tropical greenery

South Pond @, with paddleboats
for rental on fine days
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open daily, and despite its
modest size of 35 acres (14
hectares) boasts more than
1,000 animals. Take the zoo’s
north exit and you're steps
away from the lush, green
Lincoln Park Conservatory @,
where a path leads through
four glass display houses of
towering palms, cycads, ferns,
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mosses, and fragrant orchids.

North and just west of the
Conservatory on Fullerton
Parkway is another Chicago
landmark, the lesser-known
Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool ®,
an intimate, serene garden

designed in the Prairie School

style with layered stone

ledges and a waterfall.
Stroll across Fullerton

Parkway to the Peggy

~
5
A
o
3>

@z

®‘\. South |
; Pond
"

N,

A\
S w20
g7

)
a““a >

W NORTH AVE

N LA SALLE DRIVE

Notebaert Nature Museum @,
a contemporary glass and
stone structure housing child-
friendly exhibits on regional
plant and animal life. Visitors
can build a dam at the River
Works display; watch praying
mantises feed at the Istock
Family Look-In Lab; and

= R i

Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum
@. with child-friendly exhibits

observe 1,000 butterflies in
the Judy Istock Butterfly
Haven. This eco-friendly
museum is “green” from its
solar rooftop panels and
rooftop gardens to the native

The St. Valentine's Day
Massacre
Just a few blocks away — but
a world apart from the
serenity of the park — is the
site of one of the grisliest
events in Chicago’s history.
Walk west on West Fullerton
Parkway to North Clark Ave.

way to 2122 N. Clark Ave.
@, where stands a vacant,
fenced-in lawn with a few
trees. You'll find no
marker here, but this
is one of the most
infamous spots in the
city. In a warehouse
here on the morning
of Valentine’s Day
1929, seven of
George “Bugs”
Moran’s men
were gunned
down by

0 meters

300

prairie grasses that surround it.

Turning left here, make your

thugs dressed as cops hired by
Al Capone. The warehouse
was torn down in 1967 but a
central tree marks the spot
where the men were killed.

Second City and

St. Michael’s Church
Continuing south on Clark
Avenue, bear right onto North
Wells Street (past Lincoln
Ave.); on the northwest
corner is the Piper’s Alley
center @, home to one of the
nation’s legendary comedy
theaters, Second City (see
p173). Top comics such as
John Belushi, Bill Murray,
Gilda Radner, and Mike Myers
have appeared here, and
newcomers still perform the
company’s signature blend

of sketches, music, and
improvisational comedy

six nights a week.

Now head west on North
Ave. four blocks to Cleveland
Street; on your right you will
see the majestic 1873 St.
Michael’s Church @ (see p70),
one of the city’s oldest and
grandest. The towering, airy
interior features stained glass
windows and five altars — one
of which is Romanesque and
made of silver, gold, and onyx.

Interior of St Michael’s Church @
with fine stained glass windows

TIPS FOR WALKERS

Starting point: Chicago History
Museum

Length: 3 miles (4.8 km)
Getting there: Take bus No. 22
or 36 to North Ave., or the
Brown Line El to Sedgwick and
walk east 5 mins to Clark Street.

0 yards 300
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«++ Walk Route

[ Metro station

Stopping off points: Café
Brauer, 2201 N. Stockton Dr., has
fast fare — bratwurst, burgers,
beer - at an outdoor café. Mon
Ami Gabi, 2300 N. Lincoln Park
West, serves excellent French
bistro food.
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A Three-Hour Walk in the
Downtown Core

Dozens of works by world-renowned artists are on
public display throughout Chicago’s Downtown

Core. This walk explores a selection from this huge
outdoor art gallery and the buildings in the area, many
of which are themselves works of art. The spectacular
backdrop that the Loop’s commanding architecture
provides ensures excellent sights along the way.

Continue to walk
north, passing the
Marquette Building
(see p43) on your
left, to The Four
Seasons (1974) ®
by Marc Chagall
(1887-1985), at First
National Plaza. This

South Michigan Avenue to west along Van Buren Street, | huge, four-sided
South Dearborn Street turning right at State. mosaic consists of
Start at the Adams CTA Continue north, bearing left at | thousands of tiles in
Station M and walk east on Jackson, to the Ralph Metcalfe | more than 250
Adams Street, turning right Federal Building and the colors that ‘
onto South Michigan Avenue stainless steel and aluminium | illustrate various
and past the stately Art sculpture The Town-Ho's Chicago scenes. ;
Institute of Chicago (see Story (1993) @ by Frank Across the street  wmirg's Chicago
p46-9). Lorado Taft’s Stella (b.1936). is the ground-
(1860-1936) Fountain of the \/
Great Lakes (1913) @, with its
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the south end of the main
building. One block farther
south is the main entrance Lasalle tbrary:
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there is a good view of the \
buildings along Michigan
Avenue, including the Santa Dearborn Street to West breaking Inland Steel Building
Randolph Street

Fe Building (see p45). Walk
Cross Dearborn
Street and enter
the courtyard of
the Federal Center
(see p43) to see
American sculptor
Alexander Calder’s
(1898-1976)
dramatic Flamingo
(1974) ®. Retrace
your steps to
Dearborn Street.

@. Steel pilings were driven
85 feet (26 m) down to the
bedrock to support the
building. Follow Dearborn
Street to Washington, bearing
left. On the left is Catalan
artist Joan Mir6’s (1893-1983)
Chicago (1981) ®, a surreal
feminine figure made of
plaster and bronze and
studded with colorful ceramic
tiles. County Building ®, with
its 75-foot (23 m) Corinthian
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columns, can be seen at the
corner of Washington and
Clark. Continue along
Washington Street,
turning right onto
LaSalle. Pass Chicago
City Hall @, the
sister building of the
County Building. On
the northwest corner
of Lasalle and Ran-
dolph is the Illinois
State Office

Building. On its
exterior is Freeform
(1993) @, which
Chicago sculptor
Richard Hunt (b.1935)

P

Lantern on
Wacker Drive @)

‘ Picasso (1881-1973) @.
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Fagade of the Chicago Theatre

created to symbolize “a
government supporting indi-
vidual freedoms.” Walk
east on Randolph
Street to the James
R. Thompson Center
¥ (see p56) and French
!' Art Brut artist Jean
| Dubuffet’s (1901-1985)
fiberglass sculpture
Monument with
By Standing Beast
(1984) @. Just east,
across the street in
the Richard J. Daley
Plaza, is the untitled
sculpture by Pablo

No. 35 East

The piece created a stir when
first erected, as Chicagoans
debated its merits.

State Street to East
Randolph Street

One block east, on State
Street, is the elegant Chicago
Theatre @ (see p54). It was
dubbed “the wonder theater
of the world” when it opened
in 1921. Its grand exterior

TIPS FOR WALKERS

Starting point: Adams CTA
station, at the corner of Wabash
Avenue and East Adams Street.
Time: Three hours.

Getting there: Take the brown,
green, orange, or purple line CTA
train to Adams Station.
Stopping-off point: Numerous
cafés and restaurants can be
found along the route, though
many may be open only during
weekday business hours. Sopraf-
fina Marketcaffe, at 10 North
Dearborn Street, serves Italian
fare, from biscotti to pizza. West
Egg Cafe, at 66 West Washing-
ton Street, offers breakfast and
lunch at modest prices.

features a miniature replica of
Paris’ Arc de Triomph. Turn
right at Wacker Drive. At No.
35 ® (see p55) is the former
Jewelers Building, designed
in 1926 and one of the last
skyscrapers built in Chicago
in the Beaux Artes style.
Follow Wacker Drive east,
turning right at Michigan
Avenue, then left at Randolph
Street to Prudential Plaza @),
consisting of two buildings.
The Prudential Building, a
towering limestone and
aluminum structure built in
1952, was the first skyscraper
to be built in the Loop since
the 1930s. “Pru Two,” with its
chevron top, suggests New
York’s Chrysler Building.

The two Prudential buildings,
left; the AON Center, right
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Exploring Beyond Chicago
Visitors eager to discover more of Tllinois won’t be
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