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HOW TO USE THIS
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

his guide helps you to get the
most from your visit to Ireland.
It provides both expert recom-
mendations and detailed practical
information. Introducing Ireland
maps the country and sets it in its his-
torical and cultural context. The seven
regional chapters, plus Dublin Area

by Area, contain descriptions of all the
important sights, with maps, pictures
and illustrations. Restaurant and hotel
recommendations can be found in
Travellers’ Needs. The Survival Guide
has tips on everything from the tele-
phone system to transport both in the
Republic and in Northern Ireland.

DUBLIN AREA BY AREA
Central Dublin is divided
into three sightseeing areas.
Each has its own chapter,
which opens with a list of
the sights described. A
fourth chapter, Further
Afield, covers the suburbs
and County Dublin. Sights
are numbered and plotted
on an Area Map. The
descriptions of each sight
follow the map’s numerical
order, making sights easy
to locate within the chapter.

Sights at a Glance lists
the chapter’s sights by

J\\ All pages relating to Dublin
have red thumb tabs.

A locator map shows where
you are in relation to other
areas of the city centre.

N 1 Area Map

For easy reference, the
sights are numbered and
located on a map. Sights in
the city centre are also
shown on the Dublin Street
Finder on pages 118-19.

category: Churches,
Museums and Galleries,
Historic Buildings,
Parks and Gardens.

Street-by-Street Map

This gives a bird’s-eye
view of the key area in
each chapter.

A suggested route for a
walk is showninred. |

b,.

Stars indicate the sights that
no visitor should miss.

Detailed information

The sights in Dublin are
described individually with
addresses, telephone numbers
and information on opening
hours and admission charges.

B Story boxes highlight note-

worthy features of the sights.




Introduction

The landscape, bistory
and character of each
region is described bere,
showing how the area
bas developed over the
centuries and what it

offers to the visitor today.

IRELAND REGION

BY REGION

Apart from Dublin, Ireland
has been divided into seven
regions, each of which has a
separate chapter. The most
interesting towns and places
to visit in each area have been
numbered on a Regional Map.

d_/ Each region of Ireland can
be quickly identified by its

colour coding, shown on
the inside front cover.

o 2 Regional Map

This shows the road
network and gives an
illustrated overview of the
whole region. All interesting
places to visit are numbered
and there are also useful tips
on getting around the region
by car and train.

Getting Around gives tips
on travel within the region.

Detailed information
All the important towns
and other places to visit are

described individually. They

are listed in order, following
the numbering on the
Regional Map. Within each
town or city, there is detailed
information on important
buildings and other sights.

—

The Visitors’ Checklist
provides all the practical
information you will
need to plan your visit to
all the top sights.

Ireland’s top sights
These are given two or
more full pages. Historic
buildings are dissected to
reveal their interiors. The
most interesting towns or
city centres are shown in a
bird’s-eye view, with sights
picked out and described.
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IRELAND

DUBLIN

e Historic Trinity College

e Celtic treasures at the
National Museum

¢ Superb theatre & pubs

Newly cosmopolitan Dublin,
with most of its attractions
within easy walking distance,
has much to offer the visitor.
Trinity College, founded in
1592 by Queen Elizabeth I,
allows access to its spectacular
Old Library, which houses
the medieval Book of Kells
(see pp62-4). The National
Museum (see pp66-7), just a
few blocks from the college,
offers a fascinating insight
into Ireland’s past, while the
National Gallery (see pp70-71)
presents excellent exhibitions
— particularly in the stunning
Millennium Wing.

Theatre in Dublin is top
notch with plays by the Irish
greats staged at venues such
as the Abbey (see pS88), which
was founded by WB Yeats.

The lively district of Temple
Bar (see p78) offers a flavour
of traditional Irish “crack”,
with a host of busy bars and

Crossing the River Liffey over
Ha’penny Bridge, Dublin

reland’s popularity as a tourist #
destination is ensured by its #
profound cultural heritage,
breathtaking scenery and famous- |
ly easy-going lifestyle. Much of
the joy of travelling around §
Ireland is the warmth of the
people; their welcome rarely

Bust of
St Patrick

DISCOVERING IRELAND

" feels forced. Celtic ruins, medieval
4 forts and stately homes dot the
landscape, giving the island a
certain majesty. The chapters in
this guide have been divided into
eight colour-coded regions, each
incorporating counties of the
Republic or Northern Ireland.

restaurants. Keep in mind
however that this city is far
more expensive than any-
where else in the country.

SOUTHEAST IRELAND

* Powerscourt
¢ Wicklow Mountains
¢ Fine beaches

The “sunny southeast” is one
of the most popular holiday
regions in the country, with
summer weather more reliable
than elsewhere in Ireland. The
port town Rosslare (see p151)
boasts a fine 9.5-km (6-mile)
beach and an excellent golf
course nearby.

Located at the foot of the
Great Sugar Loaf Mountain,
the extensive grounds at
Powerscourt (see pp134-5)
are among the most beautiful
in the country, with the stately
Italian Garden cascading
down landscaped terraces.

Glendalough (see pp140-41)
in the Wicklow Mountains
features the atmospheric ruins
of a once flourishing monastic
settlement established by St
Kevin during the 6th century.

The vivid greens surrounding the Killarney Lakes, County Kerry

CORK & KERRY

* Cork and the Blarney Stone
¢ Colourful fishing villages
* Lakes of Killarney

This region, one of the coun-
try’s most picturesque, has a
long indented coastline which
blends with the highest peaks
in Ireland. Hundreds of miles
of walking and cycling routes
crisscross the area, including
the celebrated Ring of Kerry
(see pp164-5) which encircles
the Iveragh Peninsula. The
clear Lakes of Killarney (see
pp162-3) are nestled into
the lush hills of central Kerry
and are one of the area’s most
popular holiday destinations.
Cork is a small, pretty city of
riverside quays and winding
alleys, enlivened by an excit-
ing cultural buzz (see pp174-
7). Nearby, at the ruins of
Blarney Castle (see p171), vis-
itors queue to kiss the Blarney
Stone, said to bless them with
the gift of the gab. To the
east of Cork, the Old Midleton
Distillery (see p179) offers
tours and tastings that no
whiskey drinker should miss.

<] Cathedral Cobh, Cork
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THE LOWER SHANNON

¢ The rugged Burren
* Majestic Cliffs of Moher
e Early Christian settlements

The River Shannon runs
through the region, dominated
by barren limestone and wet
marshy land, before empty-
ing into the sea. Few trees
grow on the vast Burren, an
atmospheric and otherworldy
landscape (see pp186-8).
The sudden 200-m (650-ft)
drop of the Cliffs of Moher,
shrouded in mist and battered
by Atlantic gales, is one of
the most dramatic stretches

of coastline in the country (see
p184). Built on a strategic hill-
ock, the 5th-century Rock of
Cashel was first a stronghold
of the Munster kings and later
of the Church (see pp196-7).

Poulnabrone Dolmen, perched on
the limestone plateau of the Burren

THE WEST OF IRELAND

¢ Unspoilt Aran Islands
* Connemara National Park
« Galway'’s infectious charm

The West of Ireland is a
region of contradictions, with
farming areas, rugged coast-
lines and cosmopolitan towns.
The Irish language (Gaelic)
is still spoken in many areas
and the region is a haven
for traditional music and
dancing. The Aran Islands
(see pp214-15) offer a chance
to experience unspoilt Ireland;
island life has changed little
in the last hundred years.
Connemara National Park
(see p208) encompasses four
of the Twelve Bens, which
rise high above the surround-
ing heathland. This dazzling

Brightly painted shop fronts in the
centre of Galway, West of Ireland

landscape provides habitats
for peregrin falcons and semi-
wild Connemara ponies.

Lively Galway is Ireland’s
fastest growing city, yet it
somehow manages to retain
much of its medieval charm
(see pp210-11).

NORTHWEST IRELAND

» Deserted beaches and
rugged coasts
* Prehistoric Celtic sites

Perched at the furthest reaches
of the island, the northwest
has remained isolated from
events, retaining a large popu-
lation of Gaelic speakers. The
dramatic landscape includes
the breathtaking cliffs of Slieve
League, best visited at sunset
when they are streaked with
red (see p229). The large herd
of deer is reason enough to
visit Glenveagh National Park
and Castle (see pp216-17),
but there’s also the stunning
Lough Veagh and, just outside
the park, the eerily forbidding
valley, Poisoned Glen.

THE MIDLANDS

* Newgrange's ancient grave
¢ Ruins of Clonmacnoise

The pastures of the Midlands
are the cradle of Irish civiliza-
tion. Pre-dating the Celts, the
mysterious passage graves of
Newgrange were built around
3200 BC (see pp246-7). The
once thriving monastery of
Clonmacnoise is now in
ghostly ruins (see pp250-51).
Elegant Birr (see p253) com-
prises a Georgian layout and
beautifully restored houses.

NORTHERN IRELAND

¢ Giant's Causeway
¢ Magnificent lakeland
¢ Belfast’s exciting nightlife

For many years, Northern
Ireland has been associated
with sectarian conflict. Finally
visitors are rediscovering the
region, which encapsulates
the Mountains of Mourne (see
p284) and Ireland’s biggest
lake, Lough Neagh (see p274).
Belfast (see pp276-9) is a
fascinating city, where the
political loyalties of its citizens
are preserved in the murals
of West Belfast. The Cathedral
Quarter is a cultural hotspot,
with culinary and architectural
gems adorning its streets.
The Giant’s Causeway (see
pp262-3), a volcanic forma-
tion of basalt columns, is an
unusual sight, which adds to
the rugged beauty of the
Causeway Coast (see p261).

The crumbling remains of Dunluce Castle in Northern Ireland

ﬁ
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Putting Ireland on the Map

The island of Ireland covers an area of 84,430 sq km

(32,598 sq miles). Lying in the Atlantic Ocean to the

northwest of mainland Europe, it is separated from

Great Britain by the Irish Sea. The Republic of Ireland

takes up 85 per cent of the island, with a population of 2
3.9 milllion. Northern Ireland, part of the United King- e
dom, has 1.7 million people. Dublin is the capital of the 0
Republic and has good international communications.
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A PORTRAIT

OF IRELAND

Ireland, at least for the time
being, is a divided island.
History and religion created
two hostile communities in
North and South. The IRA
ceasefire of 1997 and the
subsequent Good Friday
Agreement brought new hope,
however. John Hume of
the SDLP and David
Trimble of the Ulster Unionist Party
were jointly awarded the Nobel prize
for peace for their work in the peace
process, and the inaugural meeting
of the Northern Ireland Assembly
took place on 1 July 1998.

Ireland has had more than its fair
share of wars and disasters, culmi-
nating in the Great Famine of 1845-8,
since when poverty and emigration

any visitors see Ireland as a lush green island, full of
thatched cottages, pubs, music, wit and poetry. Like all
stereotypes, this image of the country has a basisin truth
and the tourist industry belps sustain it. The political and economic
reality is, of course, rather less ideal, but the relaxed good humour

of the people still makes Ireland a most welcoming place to visit.

4:; |

Cathleen ni Houlihan,
personification of Ireland

Facade of Trinity College, Dublin, the Republic’s most prestigious university

have been part of the Irish way
L of life. More people of Irish
descent live in the USA than
i in Ireland itself. Suffering
|| and martyrdom in the cause
| of independence also play
an important part in the Irish
consciousness. The heroine of
WB Yeats's play Cathleen
ni Houliban inspires
young men to lay down their lives for
Ireland. Her image appeared on the
first banknote issued by the newly
created Irish Free State in 1922.

Yet, the Irish retain their easy-going
attitude to life, with a young, highly
educated population working hard
to make its way in today’s European
Union. In the Republic, over 50 per
cent of the population is under 30.

<] Thatching a traditional cottage in Adare, County Limerick
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Young first communicant in County Kerry

Despite its high birth rate, rural Ireland
is sparsely populated. The Industrial
Revolution of the 19th century barely
touched the South and for much of the
20th century the Republic seemed an
old-fashioned place, poorer than
almost all its fellow members of the
European Union.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
In recent years, tax breaks and low
inflation have attracted more foreign
investment to the Republic and many
multinationals, especially computing
and chemical companies, have sub-
sidiaries here. Ireland joined the single
European currency on 1 Jan-
uary 1999, and the Republic’s
economy continues to grow
while unemployment is falling.
Another important industry is
tourism. The South receives
over 3 million visitors a year
and visitors to the North are now
steadily increasing.

Traditionally, Northern Ireland
had far more industry than the
South, but during the 25 years
of the Troubles, old heavy

Traditional Iris|
dancing

industries, such as shipbuilding,
declined and new investors were
scared away. However, the election of
members to the new Northern Ireland
Assembly in June 1998 ushered in a
new political and economic era for the
North. For both parts of Ireland, geog-
raphy is still a barrier to prosperity.
Located on the periphery of Europe,
the island is isolated from its main
markets and thus saddled with high
transport costs. Fortunately, subsidies
from the EU have helped improve the
infrastructure in the Republic.

RELIGION AND POLITICS
The influence of Catholicism is strong.
In the Republic, the Church runs most
schools, along with some hospitals
and social services. Irish Catholicism
runs the gamut from missionary zeal
to simple piety. According to some

Pavement artist on O’Connell Street, Dublin

estimates, over 90 per cent of the
population goes to Mass. Religion
plays an important role in the politics
of the Republic and moral conser-
vatism is evident in attitudes to
divorce, contraception, abortion
and homosexuality.
The election of liberal lawyer
Mary Robinson as President in
1990, the first woman to hold
the post, was seen as a sign of
more enlightened times by many
people, an attitude reinforced by
the election of Mary McAleese as
her successor in 1998. A new
, political climate has favoured

the quiet spread of feminism
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and challenged the old paternalism of
Irish politics, not only in social issues
but also in helping break down the
clannish cronyism of the tradi-

tional parties Fianna Fail
and Fine Gael.

LANGUAGE AND
CULTURE

Ireland was a Gaelic-
speaking nation until the
16th century, since when
the language has de-
clined. Today, however, the Republic
is officially bilingual. Knowledge of
Irish is a requirement for university
entrance and a career in the public
sector, although only 11 per cent of
the population speaks Gaelic fluently.

Irish culture, on the other hand, is
in no danger of being eroded.
The people have a genuine love
of old folk legends and epic
poetry and songs. Festivals,
whether dedicated to St Patrick
or James Joyce, pubs or oysters,
salmon or sailing, are an impor-
tant part of community life.
Music is a national passion - from
the rock of U2 and the Cranber-
ries to the folk music of Clannad,
the Chieftains and Mary Black.

Traditional farming: a field of haystacks overlooking Clew Bay, County Mayo

Connemara pony show

Matt Molloy’s pub in Westport, County Mayo

Another national passion is horse
racing. Ireland’s breeders and trainers
are masters of their trade and enjoy
astonishing international success for

1 such a small country. Other
sports are followed with
. equal intensity, as wit-
2 nessed during the 1994
football World Cup.
Drinking also plays an
important part in Irish
culture: social life centres
on the pub and the
“crack” (convivial chat) to be enjoyed
there. With smoking now banned in
pubs in the Republic, many wonder
whether pubs and the life surrounding
them will collapse. Given the attach-
ment to Guinness, gossip and music,
this is extremely unlikely.

IRELAND 17
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The Landscape and
Wildlife of Ireland

lakes in the central lowlands to

Corncrake

ROCKY COASTS

The Dingle Peninsula (see
pp158-9) is part of a series

of rocky promontories and inlets
created when sea levels rose at
the end of the Ice Age. Cliffs and
islands offer many sites for sea
birds, with some enormous colo-
nies, such as the gannets of Little
Skellig (pp164-5). The chough
still breeds on cliffs in the extreme west. Else-
where in Europe, this rare species of crow is
declining in numbers.

Chough

Thrift grows in
cushion-like clumps,
producing its papery

pink flowerbeads
from spring right
through to autumn.

Sea campion is a
low-growing plant.
1ts large white flowers
brighten up many a
cliff top and seaside
shingle bank.

The landscape is one of the Ireland’s
greatest attractions. It varies from bogs and |

mountains and rocky islands in the
west. Between these two extremes,
the island has abundant lush, green
pastureland, the result of plentiful
rainfall, but little natural woodland.
Parts of the far west, where the land
is farmed by traditional methods, are havens for
threatened wildlife, including the corncrake, which
needs undisturbed hayfields in which to nest.

THE FAUNA OF IRELAND

Many animals
(including snakes)
4 did not make it to
Ireland before the
Irish Sea rose after
the Ice Age.
Other surprising
absentees are the mole, weasel
and common toad (the natter-
jack, however, can be seen). The
wood mouse is the only small
native rodent, but the once com-
mon red squirrel has now been
virtually taken over by the grey.

Natterjack toad

LAKES, RIVERS AND WETLANDS

. This watery landscape around
@ Lough Oughter is typical of the
asFer.  lakelands of the River Erne
By (pp270-71). Rainfall is
: high throughout the
year, which results
in many wetlands,
especially along the
Shannon (p185) and the Erne. The elegant
great crested grebe breeds mainly on the
larger lakes in the north.

Great crested grebe

Water lobelia grows in
the shallows of stony
lakes. Its leaves remain
below the water, while
the pale lilac flowers are
borne on leafless stems
above the surface.

Fleabane, once used to
repel fleas, thrives in wet
meadows and marshes.
1t has yellow flowers
like dandelions.
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Grey seals are a
common sight in
the waters off the

Atlantic coast,
Jfeeding on fish
and occasionally
on sea birds.

Red deer have been

introduced into many
areas, notably the
bills of Connemara.

- } b
Otters are more
likely to be seen in
the shallow seas off
rocky coasts than
in rivers and lakes,
though they live in
both bhabitats.

Pine martens,
though mainly
noclurnal, may be
spotted in daytime
during the summer.

MOUNTAIN AND BLANKET BOG

4

As well as the raised bogs of the
central lowlands (p252), much of
Ireland’s mountainous ground,
particularly in the west, is covered
by blanket bog such as that seen
here in Connemara (pp206-209).
On drier upland sites this grades
into heather moor and poor
grassland. The stonechat, which inhabits rocky
scree and heathland, is a restless bird with
an unmistakable white rump. It flits about,
dipping and bobbing in pursuit of flies.

Stonechat

Bog myrtle is an
aromatic shrub,
locally common in
Ireland’s bogs. Its
leaves can be used
to flavour drinks.

Bogbean, a plant
Sfound in fens and wet
bogland, bas attractive
white flowers splashed
with pink. Its leaves
were once used as a
cure for boils.

PASTURELAND

L= Rolling pastureland with grazing
livestock, as seen here in the foot-
hills of the Wicklow Mountains
(pp138-9), is a very common
¢ sight throughout Ireland. The

i+ traditional farming methods
employed in many parts of the
island (particularly in the west)
are of great benefit to wildlife.
Rooks, for example, which feed on worms
and insect larvae found in .

pasture, are very common. £ g

Rook

Meadow vetchling uses its

tendrils to clamber up
grasses and other plants. It
bas clusters of pretty pale
yellow flowers.

Marsh thistle is a
common flower of wet
meadows and damp
woodland. It is a tall
species with small,
purple flowerbeads.
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Architecture in Ireland

Ireland’s turbulent history has done
incalculable damage to its architectural
heritage. Cromwell’s forces, in particular,
destroyed scores of castles, monasteries
and towns in their three-year campaign
against the Irish in the mid-17th century.
However, many fascinating buildings
and sites remain, with Iron Age forts
being the earliest surviving settlements.
Christianity in Ireland gave rise to mon-
asteries, churches and round towers; conflict between
Anglo-Norman barons and Irish chieftains created
castles and tower houses. The later landlord class
built luxurious country mansions, while their labourers
had to make do with basic, one-roomed cottages.

Window of an
Irish cottage

LOCATOR MAP
[] Iron Age forts
[ Round towers

[] Tower houses

D Georgian country houses

IRON AGE FORTS
) Ring forts (raths) were Iron Age farmsteads enclosed by

: %1,' " an earth bank, a timber fence and a ditch to protect
y against cattle-raiders. Inside, people lived in buts

; with a souterrain (underground passage)
for storage and refuge. Some were in use as
late as the 17th century, but all you can
usually see today are low circular mounds.
In the west, stone was used for cabers (stone
ring forts) and promontory forts (semi-circular forts
built on cliff tops using the sea as a natural defence).

%

Thatched hut

Entrance Souterrain

ROUND TOWER

Lookout * Conical

Round towers, offen over
roof

30m (100 fi) tall, were built
between the 10th and 12th
centuries on monastic sites.
They were bell towers, used
as places of refuge and to
store valuable manuscripts.
The entrance, which could
be as bigh as 4 m (13 ft)
above ground, was reached
by a ladder that was bauled
up from the inside. Other
moveable ladders connected
the tower’s wooden floors.

Wooden floor

Moveable ladder

COTTAGE

One-roomed cottages,
thatched or slate-roofed,
are still a common
Jeature of the Irish
landscape. Built of
local stone with small
windows to retain
heat, the cottages
were inbabited by
JSarm workers or
smallbolders.

Clay floor /

TOWER HOUSES

Machicolation 155
= Spiral
. ¥  staircase

Outer wall g

around bawn =

Tower House were small castles or fortified
residences built between the 15th and 17th
centuries. The tall square house was often
surrounded by a stone wall forming a bawn
(enclosure), used for defence and as a cattle pen.
Machicolations (projecting parapelts from which to
drop missiles) were sited at the top of the bouse.

Bog-oak timbers Thatched, clay-

lined chimney
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IRON AGE FORTS

@ staigue Fort p164

@ Dan Aonghasa p214

® Craggaunowen p190

@ Grianan of Ailigh pp226-7
® Hill of Tara p248

ROUND TOWERS

® Kilmacduagh p212

@ Ardmore p145
Clonmacnoise pp250-51
® Devenish Island p271
Kilkenny p144

@ Glendalough pp140-41

TOWER HOUSES

® Aughnanure Castle p209
@ Thoor Ballylee pp2712-13
Knappogue Castle p789
@ Blarney Castle p171
Donegal Castle p230

GEORGIAN COUNTRY
HOUSES

@ Strokestown Park House pp218-19
Castle Coole p272

Emo Court p253

Russborough House pp732-3

@ Castletown House pp130-31

GEORGIAN COUNTRY HOUSES

Wing containing
family rooms

Balustrade

Pediment

lonic pillar

Between the 1720s and 1800, prosperous landlords commissioned
palatial country mansions in the Palladian and Neo-Classical styles
popular in England over that period. Castle Coole (above) has a
Palladian layout, with the main house in the centre and a colonnade
on either side leading to a small pavilion. The Neo-Classical influence
can be seen in the unadorned facade and the Doric columns of
the colonnades. Noted architects of Irish country houses include
Richard Castle (1690-1751) and James Wyatt (1746-1813).

STUCCO

Stucco (decorative
relief plasterwork),
popular in the 18th
century, is found in
many Georgian
country houses as
well as town houses
and public buildings.
The Italian Francini
brothers were par-

Trompe I'oeil
detail at Emo Court

v
Ceiling at Dublin
Writers Museum

ticularly sought after
for their intricate
stuccowork (notably
at Castletown and
Russborough) as
was Irish craftsman
Michael Stapleton
(Trinity College,

Dublin and Dublin
Writers Museum).

Stucco portrait at
Castletown House

Stuccowork at
Russborough House

Main house containing

The well-preserved round
tower at Ardmore

formal rooms

Blind colonnade

OTHER TERMS USED IN
THIS GUIDE

Beehive hut: Circular stone
building with a domed roof
created by corbelling (laying a
series of stones so that each
projects beyond the one below).

Cashel: Stone ring fort.

Crannog: Defensive, partly
artificial island on a lake. Huts
were often built on crannogs
(see p33).

Curtain wall: Outer wall of a
castle, usually incorporating
towers at intervals.

Hiberno-Romanesque: Style of
church architecture with
rounded arches highly deco-
rated with geometric designs
and human and animal forms.
Also called Irish-Romanesque.

Motte and bailey: Raised
mound (motte) topped with a
wooden tower, surrounded by
a heavily fenced space (bailey).
Built by the Normans in the
12th century, they were quickly
erected in time of battle.

Tympanum: Decorated space
over a door or window.
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Literary Ireland

For a land the size of Ireland to have
& produced four Nobel prizewinners in
Shaw, Yeats, Beckett and Séamus Heaney
is a considerable feat. Yet it is not easy
to speak of an “Irish literary tradition”
as the concept embraces rural and urban
edition of experiences, Protestant and Catholic
traditions and the Gaelic and English
languages. Irish fiction today, as in the past, is
characterized by a sense of community and history,
a love of storytelling and a zest for language.

WB Yeats - Ireland’s most famous poet

GAELIC LITERATURE

Irish literature proclaims itself
the oldest vernacular
literature in Western Europe,
dating back to early monastic
times when Celtic folklore
and sagas such as the epics of
Cuchulainn (see p26)
were written down for
the first time. The dis-
appearance of Gaelic
literature followed
the demise, in the
17th century, of the
Irish aristocracy for
whom it was written.
Gaelic literature has
had several revivals.
Peig Sayers is famous
for her accounts of the
harsh life on the Blasket
Islands (see p158) in the
early 20th century.

ANGLO-IRISH LITERATURE

Novelist
Maria Edgeworth

The collapse of Gaelic culture
and the Protestant
Ascendancy led to English
being the dominant language.
Most literature was based
around the privileged classes.

The Blasket Islands, which provided inspiration for several writers

An early Anglo-Irish writer
was satirist Jonathan Swift
(see p82), author of Gulliver’s
Travels, who was born in
Dublin in 1667 of English
parents. Anglo-Irish literature
was strong in drama, the
entertainment of the cultured
classes, and owed little to
Irish settings or sensibil-
ities. By the 1700s,
Ireland was prod-
ucing an
inordinate num-
ber of leading
playwrights,
many of whom
were more at
home in London.
7 These included
Oliver Goldsmith,
remembered for his
comedy She Stoops
to Conquer, and
Richard Brinsley
Sheridan, whose plays include
The School for Scandal. Near
the end of the century, Maria
Edgeworth set a precedent
with novels such as Castle
Rackrent, based on the class
divide in Irish society.
The 19th century saw an
exodus to England of Irish
playwrights, including Oscar

Wilde, who entered Oxford
University in 1874 and later
became the darling of London
society with plays such as The
Importance of Being Earnest.
George Bernard Shaw (see
p100), writer of St Joan and
Pygmalion, also made London
his home. This dramatist,
critic, socialist and pacifist
continued to write until well
into the 20th century.

Playwright George Bernard Shaw

20TH-CENTURY WRITERS

In 1898, WB Yeats and Lady
Gregory founded Dublin’s
Abbey Theatre (see p88). Its
opening, in 1904, heralded the
Irish Revival, which focused
on national and local themes.
Playwright John Millington
Synge drew inspiration from a
love of the Aran Islands and
Irish folklore, but the
“immoral language” of his
Playboy of the Western World
caused a riot when first per-
formed at the Abbey Theatre.
Along with contemporaries,
like Sean O’Casey and WB
Yeats, Synge influenced sub-
sequent generations of Irish
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writers, including novelist
Sedan O’Faolain, humorous
writer and columnist Flann
O’Brien, and hard-drinking,
quarrelsome playwright
Brendan Behan. The literary
revival also produced many
notable poets in the mid-20th
century such as the gifted
Patrick Kavanagh and Belfast-
born Louis MacNeice, often
considered to be one of the
finest poets of his generation.
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Caricature of protesters at Dublin’s
Abbey Theatre in 1907

THREE LITERARY GIANTS

From the mass of talent to
emerge in Irish literature,
three figures stand out as
visionaries in their fields. WB
Yeats (see p233) spent half
his life outside Ireland but is
forever linked to its rural west.
A writer of wistful, melan-
cholic poetry, he was at the
forefront of the Irish Revival,

helping forge a new national

cultural identity. James Joyce
(see p90) was another trail-
blazer of Irish literature — his
complex narrative and stream
of consciousness techniques
influenced the development
of the modern novel. Ulysses
describes a day in the life of
Joyce’s beloved Dublin and
shaped the work of gener-
ations of writers. Bloomsday,
which is named after one of
the novel’s characters, Leo-
pold Bloom, is still celebrated
annually in the city. The last
of the three literary giants,
novelist and playwright
Samuel Beckett (see
p62), was another
of Dublin’s sons,
though he later
emigrated to
France. His
themes of >
alienation,
despair, and
the futility of
human existence pervade his
best-known plays, Waiting
for Godot and Endgame.

The writer Brendan Behan enjoying the company in a Dublin pub

The poet Patrick Kavanagh
celebrating Bloomsday

CONTEMPORARY WRITERS

Ireland’s proud literary
tradition is today upheld by
a stream of talented writers
from both North and South.
Among the finest are Cork-
born William Trevor, regarded
as a master of the short story,
and Brian Moore, whose
stories of personal and poli-
tical disillusionment are often
based in his native Belfast.
Similarly, Dubliner Roddy
Doyle mines his working-
class origins in novels
'y such as The Snapper
and Paddy Clarke
Ha Ha Ha. Other
established Irish
writers are Brian
Friel and Edna
O’Brien. Out of
Ireland’s contem-
porary poets, the
Ulster-born writers
Séamus Heaney and Derek
Mahon are considered among
the most outstanding.

‘--;\-—:

IRELAND IN THE MOVIES

Ireland has long been fertile ground
for the world’s film makers, and its
people have been the subjects of
major films, notably The Crying Game
(1992), In the Name of the Father (1994)
and Michael Collins (1996). Another
popular film was The Commitments
(1991). Filmed on location in and
around Dublin with an all-Irish cast, it
was based on a novel by Roddy Doyle.
More recently, parts of Co Wexford
doubled as the beach heads of
Normandy in Steven Spielberg’s World
War Il epic Saving Private Ryan (1997).

3.1
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Cast of The Commitments, written by Roddy Doyle

i | =

23




24 INTRODUCING ITRELAND

The Music of Ireland

Ireland is the only country in the world

to have a musical instrument — the harp —

as its national emblem. In this land, famous

for its love of music, modern forms such

@ as country-and-western and rock flourish,

77 but it is traditional music that captures the

essence of the country. Whether you are

listening to Gaelic love songs that date back

to medieval times or 17th- and 18th-century  Turlough O*Carolan (1670~
folk songs with their English and Scottish ~ 1738) is the most famous Irish

Anlrishjig influences, the music is unmistakably hanper. The blind musician
Irish. Dance is an equally important aspect of Irish ’_’”Ue_lle‘i[jh‘j?@_‘gwgmy ing bis
traditional music, and some of the most popular songs to botly rich and poor.

Many of O'Carolan’s melodies,
such as The Lamentation of
Owen O'Neill, still survive.

airs are derived from centuries-old reels, jigs and
hornpipes. Nowadays these are mainly performed at
Sfleadbs (festivals) and ceilis (dances).

Piano accordion

The bodhrén is a hand-held
goatskin drum that is usually

played with a small stick. It is
particularly effective when
accompanying the flute.

Flute

John F McCormack (1884-1945)

was an Irish tenor who toured America
to great acclaim during the early part
of the 20th century. His best-loved rec- Two-row
ordings were arias by Mozart. Another button
popular tenor was Derry-born Josef accordion
Locke. A singer of popular ballads in

the 1940s and '50s, he was the subject

of the 1992 film Hear My Song.

THE CURRENT MUSIC SCENE

Ireland today is a melting pot of musical styles.
The resurgence of Irish traditional music has
produced many highly respected musicians,
such as the pipe-players Liam O Floin and
Paddy Keenan from Dublin, while groups like
the Chieftains and the Fureys have gained
worldwide fame by melding old with new.
Ireland is also firmly placed on the rock'n’roll
map, thanks to singers such as Van Morrison in

Mary Black the 1970s and later bands like Thin Lizzy and the

Boomtown Rats. The most famous rock band to

come out of Ireland is Dublin’s U2 who, in the 1980s, became one of
the world’s most popular groups. Other international successes -
include singers Enya, Mary Black and Sinéad O’Connor; and, more Aﬂ-\
recently, bands like the Cranberries and the Corrs. Bono of U2
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Traditional Irish dancing is currently
enjoying renewed popularity. From the 17th
century the social focus in rural areas was the
village dance beld every Sunday. From these
gatherings, Irish dancing became popular.

LIVE TRADITIONAL MUSIC

Wherever you go in Ireland, you won’t be
far from a pub with live music. For the Irish
traditional musician, there are few set rules —
the improvisational nature of the music means
that no two performances of any piece
are ever likely to be the same.

Violins, or fiddles, can either be
tucked under the chin or held against
the upper arm, shoulder or chest.

Irish folk songs,
such as this one
about the 1916
Easter Rising, tend
to have a patriotic
theme. But some
of the most power-
ful songs bave been
written not just
about the national

1916

e (5)) wer struggle, but also
e about bardship,
QUi ConpANY. emigration and
o A the longing for the
homeland.

TRADITIONAL INSTRUMENTS

There is no set line-up in traditional Irish
bands. The fiddle is probably the most
common instrument used. Like the music,
some instruments have Celtic origins —
the uillean pipes are related to the bagpipes
played in Scotland and Brittany today.

The melodeon is a
basic version of the

Both these instru-
ments are belter
suited to Irish
music than the
piano accordion.

The uillean pipes are
similar to bagpipes
and are generally
considered to be
one of the main
instruments in Irish . ¥
traditional music. "‘-(

The harp bas
heen played in
TIreland since the
10th century. In
recent years, there
has been a keen
revival of barp
playing in Irish
traditional music

The banjo comes from the

Deep South of the US and

adds a new dimension to the
sound of traditional bands.

T e
Tin whistle
wl
Flute =

The flute and tin whistle are among the
most common instruments used in traditional
Irish music. The latter is often called the
penny whistle.

The violin
is called a
[fiddle by most
musicians. 1he
style of playing and
sound produced varies
[rom region lo vegion.
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Ireland’s Celtic Heritage

Ireland’s rich tradition of storytelling
embraces a folk heritage that abounds
with myths and superstitions. Some stories
have been in written form since the 8th
century, but most originated over 2,000
years ago when druids passed on stories
orally from one generation to the next.
Like the Gaelic language itself, many of
Ireland’s legends have links with those of
ancient Celtic races throughout Europe.
As well as the heroic deeds and fearless warriors of
mythology, Irish folklore is also rich in tales of fairies,
leprechauns, banshees and other supernatural beings.

Stone carving
on Boa Island

Part of the 2,300-year-old Gundestrup Cauldron unearthed in Denmark,
which depicts Cichulainn’s triumph in the Cattle Raid of Cooley

earning himself the new name
of Ciachulainn, meaning the
hound of Culainn.

Before he went into battle,
Cudchulainn swelled to magni-
ficent proportions, turned
different colours and one of
his eyes grew huge. His
greatest victory was in the
“Cattle Raid of Cooley” when
Queen Maeve of Connaught
sent her troops to capture
the coveted prize bull of
Ulster. Cachulainn learned of
the plot and defeated them

CUCHULAINN

The most famous warrior in
Irish mythology is Cichu-
lainn. At the age of seven,
going by the name of Setanta,
he killed the savage hound
of Culainn the Smith by
slaying it with a hurling stick
(one of the first times the
sport of hurling is mentioned
in folklore). Culainn was upset
at the loss so Setanta volun-
teered to guard the house,

FAIRIES, LEPRECHAUNS AND BANSHEES

The existence of spirits, and in
particular the “little people”, plays

a large part in Trish folklore. Centuries

The formidable Queen Maeve
of Connaught

single-handedly. However,
Queen Maeve took revenge
on Cuchulainn by using sor-
cerers to lure him to his death.
Today, in Dublin’s GPO (see
p89), a statue of Cichulainn
commemorates the heroes of
the 1916 Easter Rising.

FINN MACCOOL

The warrior Finn MacCool is
the most famous leader of
the Fianna, an elite band of
troops chosen for their
strength and valour and who
defended Ireland from
foreign forces. Finn was not
only strong and bold but
also possessed the powers
of a seer, and could obtain
great wisdom by putting his
thumb in his mouth and
sucking on it. When they
were not at war, the Fianna
spent their time hunting. Finn
had a hound called Bran
which stood almost as high
as himself and is said to be
the original ancestor of the
breed known today as the
Irish wolfhound. Many of the

t and that touching one of these tiny

The diminutive figure
of the leprechaun

ago, it was believed that fairies lived
under mounds of earth, or “fairy raths”,

figures brought bad luck. The most o, )
famous of the “little people” is the s -
leprechaun. Legend has it that if you caught one \\ 7

of these, he would lead you to a crock of gold, but ?
take your eyes off him and he would vanish into thin {“d
air. The banshee was a female spirit whose wailing  p panshee
presence outside a house was said to signal
the imminent death of someone within.

with long
flowing hair
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Fianna possessed supernatural
powers and often ventured
into the life beyond, known
as the Otherworld. Among
these was Finn’s son Ossian
who was not only a formid-
able warrior, like his father,
but was also renowned as a
wise and knowledgeable
poet. Through time, Finn has
come to be commonly por-
trayed as a giant. Legend has
it that he constructed the
Giant’s Causeway in County
Antrim (see pp262-3).

iRl =)
A 19th-century engraving of Finn
MacCool dressed for battle

THE CHILDREN OF LIR

One of the saddest tales in
Irish folklore involves King
Lir, who so adored his four
children that their step-
mother was driven wild with
jealousy. One day she took
the children to a lake and cast
a spell on them, turning
them into white swans con-
fined to the waters of Ireland
for 900 years. However, as
soon as she had done the
deed, she became racked
with guilt and bestowed
upon them
the gift of
exquisite
song. The

The children of King Lir being
turned into white swans

king then decreed that no
swan in Ireland should be
killed — an act which is still
illegal today. The end of the
children’s 900-year ordeal
coincided with the coming of
Christianity. They regained
human form but were
wizened and weak. They
died soon afterwards, but
not before being baptized.

SAINT BRENDAN

Brendan the Navigator, like
many other 6th-century
monks, travelled widely. It is
known that although he lived
in western Ireland he visited
Wales, Scotland and France.
Tt is likely, though, that his
most famous journey is
fictitious. This story tells of a
shipload of monks who, after
seven years of all kinds of
strange encounters designed
to test their faith, found the
Land of Promise. It is essen-
tially a Christian retelling of
the common tales of the
Celtic Otherworld. The Feast
of St Brendan on 16 May is
celebrated in Kerry by the
climbing of Mount Brandon.

Engraving showing St Brendan and his monks encountering a siren

ORIGINS OF IRISH
PLACE NAMES

The names of many of
Ireland’s cities, towns and
villages today are largely
based on ancient Gaelic
terms for prominent local
landmarks, some of which
no longer exist. Here are
just a few elements of the
place names the traveller
may come across.

The fort on the Rock of Cashel
that gives the town its name

Ar, ard — high, height
Ass, ess — waterfall

A, ah, ath — ford

Bal, bally — town

Beg — small

Ben — peak, mountain
Carrick, carrig — rock
Cashel — stone fort
Crock, knock — hill
Curra, curragh — marsh
Darry, derry — oak tree
Dun — castle

Eden — hill brow

Innis, inch — island
Inver — river mouth
Isk, iska — water

Glas, glass — green
Glen, glyn — valley

Kil, kill — church
Lough — lake, sea inlet
Mona, mone — peat bog
Mor — great, large
Mullen, mullin — mill
Rath, raha — ring fort
Slieve — mountain
Toom — burial ground
Tul, tulagh — small hill

St Canice’s Cathedral in
Kilkenny (the town’s name
means “church of Canice”)
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The Sporting Year

All major international team sports are
played in Ireland, but the most popular
games are the two uniquely native ones of
Gaelic football and hurling. Most of the big
games, plus soccer and rugby internationals,
are sold out well in advance. However, if you
can’t get a ticket you’'ll find plenty of com-

- . The North West 200 is the fastest
pany with whom to watch the event in pubs.  moworcycle race in the world over public

Horse racing, with over 240 days of racing roads — beld near Portstewart (see p260).

a year, attracts fanatical support. For those
keen on participatory sports, there are also
Ireland’s famous fishing
waters and golf courses
(see pp362-7).
Round-Ireland
Four-day national Yacht Race - held
hunt racing every two years
festival at
The Irish Grand National
is a gruelling steeplechase
run at Fairybouse in
County Meath.
January February | March April May June

Irish Champion
Hurdle, run at
Leopardstown,
County Dublin

The International
Rally of the Lakes
is a prestigious car
rally around the
Lakes of Killarney
(see pp162-3).

Start of the salmon
fishing season The Six Nations Rugby Tournament,

between Ireland, Scotland, Wales, England,
France and Italy, runs until April. Ireland play
their home games at Lansdowne Road, Dublin.
KEY TO SEASONS

Hurling

Irish Football League
Cup - Northern
Ireland’s final

Gaelic football

Flat racing

National Hunt racing

Rugby The Irish Derby, [

- Ireland’s premier flat e
Association football race, attracts many of = = ‘- "
Salmon fishing Europe’s best three- :

year-olds to The |

Equestrianism Curragh (see p129).
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The All-Ireland Football
Final is held at Croke Park
in Dublin. The top two
counties play for this Gaelic
Jfootball championship. More
people watch the game than
any other event in Ireland.

ae 4 %
) =
Cork Week is a biennial Greyhound
regatta, organized by Royal Derby, run at
Cork Yacht Club, where She“’"“’"_e
crews and boats of all Park, Dublin T
classes meet and compete. =i S
The Dublin Marathon is
Ireland’s foremost marathon
Galway Race event. It attracts a bhuge field
Week is one of including top-class athletes
Ireland’s premier Football | | from around the world.
festival meetings Association of
and a popular Ireland CuP - Millstreet Indoor International
social event. the Repub!n:'s showjumping event
football final
July August September October November December
THE GAELIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
The GAA was founded in 1884 to promote
indigenous Irish sport. Today, despite heavy
competition from soccer, the most popular
sport in Ireland remains Gaelic football. Its
rules are somewhere between rugby and
:::;Ilz::l;?nal soccer, though it predates both games. In it,
at Croke Park, the ball can be carried and points scored over
Dublin the goalpost. Another intriguing GAA game is

The Dublin Horse Show
is Ireland’s premier horse
show and a major event
in the social calendar.

® Ballybunion in

The Irish Open
Golf Champion-
ship is held at a
different course
each year and
attracts a world-
class field to
courses such as

sport played with sticks and said
to have originated

times. Both games w
are played at parish

wholly amateur basis.

The season ends with

which draw large

and passionate

hurling, a fast and physical field
in ancient Celtic

and county level on a

the All-Ireland finals,

crowds to Dublin.

Camogie, a version of
hurling played by women

County Kerry.
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THE HISTORY OF IRELAND

reland’s relative isolation has cut

it off from several of the major [/

LI
! Scotland. England’s conquest

A}

events of European history.
Roman legions, for example, [ =
never invaded and the country’s
early history is shrouded in myths
of warring Gods and heroic High
Kings. Nevertheless, the bellicose
Celtic tribes were quick to embrace
Christianity after the arrival of
St Patrick on the island in AD 432.

Until the Viking invasions of
the 9th century, Ireland enjoyed
an era of relative peace. Huge
monasteries like Clonmacnoise and
Glendalough were founded, where
scholarship and art flourished. The
Vikings failed to gain control of the
island, but in 1169 the Anglo-Normans
did. Many Trish chiefs submitted to
Henry II of England, who declared
himself Lord of Ireland. He left in 1172,
and his knights shared out large
baronies between themselves.

Matters changed when Henry VIII
broke with the Catholic church in
1532. Ireland became a battleground
between native Irish Catholics and the
forces of the English Crown. Where

South Cross,
Clonmacnoise

d-2, the Trish were defeated, their lands

were confiscated and granted to
Protestants from England and

was completed with the victory
of William of Orange over James

IT at the Battle of the Boyne in

1690. Repressive Penal Laws were

put into place, but opposition to

English rule continued.

The Famine of 1845 to 1848 was
one of the bleakest periods in
Irish history. Two million people
died or emigrated, and many who

stayed were evicted by English land-

lords. A campaign for Home Rule gath-
ered strength, but it was 1920 before
the Government of Ireland Act divided
the island. The South became the Irish

Free State, gaining full independence

in 1937, while the North became part

of the UK. In the 1970s, 1980s and much

of the 1990s, Northern Treland was a

battleground, with both Loyalist and

Republican paramilitary groups wag-

ing bombing campaigns. In 1998, the

Good Friday Agreement was signed,

paving the way for a new Northern

Ireland Assembly and hopes of peace.

I i{:
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Map of Ireland, printed in 1592, showmg the four tradltlonal provinces

<] The Feast of St Kevin amid the Ruins of Glendalough by Joseph Peacock (1813)
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Prehistoric Ireland

Until about 9,500 years ago Ireland was
uninhabited. The first people, who may have
crossed by a land bridge from Scotland, were
hunter-gatherers and left few traces of O
permanent settlement. The 4th millennium
BC saw the arrival of Neolithic farmers and
herdsmen who built stone field walls and
Early Bronze Age  monumental tombs such as Newgrange.
stone axe-head Metalworking was brought from Europe IRELAND C.8000 BC
around 2000 BC by the Bronze Age Beaker people, who [ Former coastline
also introduced new pottery skills. The Iron Age reached
Ireland in the 3rd century BC along with the Celts, who
migrated from Central Europe, via France and Britain, and
soon established themselves as the dominant culture. The terminal discs
were worn on the AT I
shoulders. "

[] Present-day coastline

GLENINSHEEN GORGET
Many remarkable pieces of
gold jewellery were created in
the late Bronze Age. This gold
collar dates from about 700
BC. The Iron Age Celts
produced similarly fine
metalwork and ornaments.

. o Three strands
Dolmens or Portal Tombs of ropework
These striking megalithic tombs date
from around 2000 BC. Legananny
Dolmen in the Mountains of Mourne

(see p284) is a fine example.

Wooden Idol
This Iron Age fetish
would bave played
a role in pagan
Sfertility rites.
Celtic Stone Idol
This mysterious
three-faced bhead
was found in
County Cavan.

In Celtic religion
the number three
bas always had a
special significance.

Bronze Bridle Bit
Celtic chiefs rode into battle
on two-horse chariots with
beautifully decorated barnesses.

TIMELINE

2500 Building

€. 7500 BC First of Newgrange

inhabitants of 5000-3000 Ireland passage tomb 1500 Major advances
Ireland covered by dense in metalworking,

Extinct giant woodland dominated (see pp246=7) especially gold
deer or “Irish Elk” } | by oak and elm
8000 BC 6000 4000 [ 2000 [ 1000
6000 Date of huts L 2050 Beaker people (so-called for their

excavated at Mount 3700 Neolithic farmers delicate pottery vessels) reach Ireland at
Sandel, Co London- reach Ireland; they clear the beginning of Bronze Age .
derry; oldest known woods to plant cereals ~ i
dwellings in Europe
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Palisade (fence)

Thatched houses

Reconstruction of a Crannog

Originating in the Bronze Age, crannogs were artificial
islands built in lakes. At first used for fishing, they soon
developed into well-protected homesteads. Some
remained in use up to the 17th century.

The raised bands on the collar
were created by repoussé work,
pushed through from the back.
The delicate rope motifs were
added from the front with a knife.

Bone Slip
(c.AD 50) |
This may have |
been used for
divination or | .
for gambling.

e

Gold Boat
Part of a board of
gold objects found at
Broighter, County London- \
derry, the boat (1st century AD) NN
was made as a votive offering. '

WHERE TO SEE
PREHISTORIC IRELAND

Prehistoric sites range from
individual tombs such as
Newgrange, Browne’s Hill
Dolmen (see p141) or Ossian’s
Grave to whole settlements,
as at Céide Fields (p204) and
Lough Gur (p194). The largest
Stone Age cemetery is at
Carrowmore (p234). Good
reconstructions of prehistoric
structures can be seen at
Craggaunowen (p790) and
the Ulster History Park (p269).
The National Museum in
Dublin (pp66-7) houses the
finest collection of artifacts,
including wonderful gold
objects from the Bronze Age.

Newgrange (pp246-7) is
Ireland’s finest restored Neolithic
tomb. At the entrance lie buge
spiral-patterned boulders

Ossian’s Grave is a court grave,
the earliest kind of Neolithic
tomb (p267). An open court
stood before the burial mound

600 First AD 80 Roman general
wave of 500 Intertribal warfare; Agricola considers invasion

Celtic chieftains vie for title of of Ireland from Britain
invaders Ard Ri (High King)

367 Roman Britain
attacked by Irish,
Picts and Saxons

500 250

[750

AD 1

AD 250

250 Second wave of
Celts, who bring La
Tene style of pottery

Bronze goad decorated with birds

it

Bronze sword bilt imported
from southern France

¢. 150 Greek
geographer Ptolemy
draws up map and
account of Ireland
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Celtic Christianity

Celtic Ireland was divided into as many as
100 chiefdoms, though these often owed
allegiance to kings of larger provinces such
as Munster or Connaught. At times, there
was also a titular High King based at Tara
(see p248). Ireland became Christian in
Monk illuminating  the 5th century AD, heralding a golden
a manuscript age of scholarship centred on the new
monasteries, while missionaries such as St Columba IRELAND IN 1000
travelled abroad. At the end of the 8th century, Celtic [] viking settlements
Ireland was shattered by the arrival of the Vikings.

MUNSTER

[ Traditional Irish provinces

Ogham Stone
The earliest Irish script,
Ogham, dates from about
AD 300. The notches
correspond to Roman letters,
like a_form of Morse code.

CELTIC MONASTERY

Monasteries were large centres of population.
This reconstruction shows Glendalough (see
pp140-41) in about 1100. The tall round
tower served as a lookout for Viking raiders.

Refectory and kitchen

Craftsmen’s dwellings Abbot’s house

St Mary’s
Church

The water-mill was used for
grinding wheat and barley.

The Magnus Domus
was a large communal St Kevin's
building used by the  Church
abbot and the monks.

Dry-stoneq_

—

A High Cross marks the
| monastery boundary.

Battle of Clontarf
After their defeat by the Irish High King, Brian
Bor, in 1014, the Vikings began to integrate
more fully with the native population. Brian
Borti himself was killed in the battle.

TIMELINE
455 St Patrick founds 664 Synod of Whitby
430 Pope church at Armagh 563 St Columba (Colmcille), decides that Irish
sends first the first Irish missionary, Church should
Christian A 'f founds monastery on Iona conform with Rome
missionary, - in the Hebrides over date of Easter
Palladius St Patrick
400 [ 500 [ 600 [ 700
¢.690
615 St Columbanus Book of
432 Start of ¢. 550 Beginning dies in Ttaly after Durrow
St Patrick’s of golden age of founding many (see p63)
mission to Celtic monasticism new monasteries completed

Ireland on the Continent
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Viking Raids and Settlements
The first longships reached Ireland in 795. Though
notorious for pillaging monasteries, the Vikings introduced
new farming methods and coinage. They also founded
walled cities such as Dublin, Waterford and Limerick.

=% Garryduff Gold Bird
Irish metalwork in the

early Christian era was of
very bigh quality. This gold
ornament, possibly a wren, dates
Sfrom around the 7th century AD.

.1_{’
974

A

Cathedral
Guesthouse

Gatehouse and stables

Monks’ dwellings
and barns

Clonmacnoise Crozier
This 11th-century bishop’s
staff is decorated with an
ornate silver casing. The

style of the incised patterns

St Kieran's Church
and other impottant
churches were built
of stone, but most
buildings were wood.

WHERE TO SEE EARLY
CHRISTIAN IRELAND

Important early monastic sites
besides Glendalough include
Clonmacnoise and Devenish
Island. Churches from this
period can also be seen at
Gallarus (see p157), Clonfert
(p213) and the Rock of
Cashel (pp196—7), while
High Crosses (p243) and
round towers (p20) survive
all over Ireland. Dublin’s
National Museum (pp66-7)
has the best collection of
ecclesiastical (and Viking)
artifacts and Trinity College
(pp62-4) houses the finest
illuminated manuscripts.

Devenish Island has a fine
12th-century round tower and
enjoys a peaceful setting on
Lower Lough Erne (p271).

Clonmacnoise (pp250-51) lies
on the eaast bank of the Shannon.
This Romanesque doorway is
part of the ruined Nuns’ Church.

shows Viking influence.

967 Irish warriors
sack Limerick and
begin military
campaign against
Viking overlords

795 First Viking
invasion of coastal
monasteries

[ 800 [ 900

841 A large Viking
fleet spends the
winter at Dublin

1014 High King Brian Bord
of Munster defeats joint
army of Vikings and the
King of Leinster at Clontarf

807 Work starts on Kells

monastery (see p241) Viking coin

999 Sitric Silkenbeard,
the Viking king of
Dublin, surrenders
to Brian Bord

1166 Dermot McMurrough,
King of Leinster, flees overseas

1134 Cormac’s
Chapel is built at
Cashel (see pp196-7)

[ 1100

1142 Ireland’s
first Cistercian
house founded
at Mellifont
(see p245)
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Anglo-Norman Ireland

Anglo-Norman nobles, led by Richard de
Clare (nicknamed Strongbow), were
invited to Ireland by the King of Leinster
in 1169. They took control of the major
towns and Henry I of England proclaimed

. himself overlord of Ireland. In succeeding
13th-century  centuries, however, English power declined
goldbrooch 14 the Crown controlled just a small area

around Dublin known as the Pale (see p132). Many of ~ IRELAND IN 1488

the Anglo-Norman barons living outside the Pale opposed [] Extent of the Pale

English rule just as strongly as did the native Irish clans.

CARRICKFERGUS CASTLE
The first Anglo-Norman forts were wooden structures,
but they soon started to build massive stone castles.
Carrickfergus (see p275) was begun in the 1180s and by
1250 had acquired a keep and a gatehouse.

The keep contained a hall on
the first floor and, above that,
the lord’s private apartments.

Guardroom
Storeroom

Stables

Marriage of Strongbow
The King of Leinster gave his
daughter to Strongbow for
belping him regain his lands.
Daniel Maclise’s painting
(1854) emphasizes Anglo-
Norman power over the Irish.

Norman Weapons
These bows and arrows,
unearthed at Waterford,
may be relics of Strongbow’s
assault on the city in 1170.

TIMELINE

1172 Pope affirms
King Henry II of England’s
lordship over Ireland

1318 Bruce killed in battle
Dermot McMurrough, King
of Leinster, who invited
Strongbow to come to bis aid 1315 Scots invade Ireland;
Edward Bruce crowned king

1177 John de Courcy’s
forces invade Ulster

[1200 [/ | 1250 [1300

1169 Strongbow’s
Anglo-Normans arrive
at invitation of exiled
King of Leinster,
Dermot McMurrough

1224 Dominican order 1260 Powerful Irish 1297 First

enters Ireland and chieftain Brian Irish Parliament

constructs friaries O'Neill killed at the meets in Dublin
Battle of Down
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Richard II's Fleet Returning to England in 1399
Richard made two trips to Ireland — in 1394 and 1399.
On the first be defeated Art McMurrough, King of Leinster,
and other Irish chiefs, but the second was inconclusive.

The gatehouse
was the last
addition made in
the 13th century.
The two towers
have arrow loops
¥ “for longbowmen.

Kitchen

Drawbridge

Eamonn Burke
The 14th-century Lord
of Mayo was a typically
independent chieftain of
Anglo-Norman descent.

The Hall was where
the lord of the castle
held public court
and decided cases
brought before him.

WHERE TO SEE ANGLO-
NORMAN IRELAND

The strength of Norman
fortifications is best seen in
the castles at Carrickfergus,
Limerick (see p191) and Trim
(p248) and in Waterford’s
city walls. Gothic cathedrals
that survive include Dublin’s
Christ Church (pp80-81) and
St Patrick’s (pp82-3) and St
Canice’s (p144) in Kilkenny.
There are impressive ruins of
medieval Cistercian abbeys at
Jerpoint and Boyle (p219).

b
Jerpoint Abbey (p145) has a
well-preserved 15th-century
cloister decorated with carvings
of curiously elongated figures.

Waterford’s Anglo-Norman

city walls include this sturdy
watchtower (ppl46-7).

1394 King Richard II lands

Great Charter Roll with army to reassert control;
of Waterford (1372) | returns five years later but
showing portraits with inconclusive results

of the mayors of

Jfour medieval cities

1496 Kildare regains Lord Deputy position

1491 Kildare supports Perkin Warbeck,

1471 8th Earl of Kildare made Lord Deputy of Ireland |

pretender to the English throne

[ 1350 1400

[ 1450

1366 Statutes of Kilkenny
forbid marriage between
Anglo-Normans and Irish

1348 The Black Death: one third
of population killed in three years

1487 Kildare crowns Lambert

English force (left)
confront Irish horse-
men on Richard II's
return expedition

Simnel, Edward VI in Dublin

1494 Lord Deputy
Edward Poynings forbids
Irish Parliament to meet
without royal consent
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Protestant Conquest

England’s break with the Catholic Church,
%, the dissolution of the monasteries and

¥ Henry VIII's assumption of the title King
! of Ireland incensed both the old Anglo-
g7 Norman dynasties and resurgent Irish clans
4 such as the O’Neills. Resistance to foreign
Hugh O'Neill,  rule was fierce and it took over 150 years
Earlof Tyrone  of war to establish the English Protestant
ascendancy. Tudor and Stuart monarchs adopted a policy ~IRELAND IN 1625
of military persuasion, then Plantation. Oliver Cromwell [ Meain areas of Plantation in
was even more forceful. Irish hopes were raised when the reign of James |
the Catholic James II ascended to the English throne, but
he was deposed and fled to Ireland, where he was

1 s . The first relief ship to reach
defeated by William of Orange (William IID) in 1690. Londonderry was the Phoenix.

For three months English ships
had been prevented from sailing
up the Foyle by a wooden
barricade across the river.

James II's army on the
east bank of the Foyle
attacks the ship.

Battle of the Boyne
This tapestry, from the
Bank of Ireland (see p60),
shows William of Orange
leading bis troops against
the army of James Il in
1690. His victory is still
celebrated by Orangemen
in Northern Ireland.

Silken Thomas Fitzgerald The artist’s

Silken Thomas, bead of the powerful depiction of 17th-
Kildares, renounced bis allegiance to  century weapons
Henry VI in 1534. He was hanged and uniforms is far
along with bis five uncles in 1537. from accurate.

\

1541 Henry VIII 1592
declared King of Sir Thomas 1585 Ireland is Trinity
Ireland by Irish | Lee, an officer mapped and College,
Parliament | in Elizabeth I's divided into 32 Dublin
army, dressed ¥ counties founded
in Irish fashion
[ 1525 [ 1550 [ 1575 1600

1534 Silken Thomas 1582
rebels against Henry VIII Desmond
1557 Mary I rebellion
1504 8th Earl of orders first in Munster
Kildare becomes master 1539 Henry VIII plantations in
of Ireland after victory dissolves |  Offaly and Laois 1588 Spanish Armada

at Knocktoe monasteries .J wrecked off west coast
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PLANTATION IRELAND

James I realized that force alone could
not stabilize Ireland. The Plantation
programme uprooted the native Irish and
gave their land to Protestant settlers from
England and Scotland. London livery
companies organized many of the new
settlements. The policy created loyal
garrisons who supported the Crown.

The Siege of Drogheda
Between 1649 and 1652 Cromuwell’s army
avenged attacks on Protestant settlers with
ruthless efficiency. Here Cromwell himself
directs the gunners bombarding Drogheda.

Bl AV J s

Bellaghy in County Londonderry was settled
by the Vintners Company. This map of the
neatly planned town dates from 1622.

The Walls of Derry have never been
breached by any attacker and many
of the original 17th-century gates and
bastions that withstood the siege of
1689 are still in place (see pp258-9).

Ship Quay Protestants emerge
from the besieged city

to greet the English
relieving force and to

engage the enemy.

St George's
flag

Loftus Cup
Adam Loftus,
Chancellor of
Ireland, used bis
position to enrich
bis family. In 1593
be bad the Great
Seal of Ireland
melted down and
made into this
silver-gilt cup.

THE RELIEF OF DERRY (7689)
Some 20,000 Protestants were besieged for 105 days in
Londonderry by James II's forces. Thousands died from
starvation, until relief finally came from English warships.
This 18th-century painting by William Sadler II gives a
rather fanciful picture of the ending of the siege.

1690William of Orange defeats
James II at Battle of the Boyne;
James’s army surrenders the
following year in Limerick

1632 Important Irish history,
The Annals of the Four Masters,
written by four Franciscan
friars from Donegal

Protestant g
apprentice boys
closing the gates
of Derry before [3
the siege of 1689 §

1607 Flight of the
Earls: old Irish
leaders flee to

the Continent;
Plantation of Ulster

1625

[ 1650

1700

1603 Earl of Tyrone ends
eight years of war by signing
the Treaty of Mellifont

1641 Armed rebellion in
Ulster opposes Plantation

1688 James II,
deposed Catholic
king of England,
flees to Ireland
and raises army

1649 Cromwell lands in
Dublin; razes Drogheda
and Wexford; Catholic
landowners transplanted
to far west

1695 Penal code
severely reduces rights
of Roman Catholics

1689 Siege of Derry
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Georgian Ireland

The Protestant ascendancy was a
period of great prosperity for the
landed gentry, who built grand
country houses and furnished them
luxuriously. Catholics, meanwhile,
were denied even the right to buy land.
Towards the end of the century, radicals,
influenced by events in America and

] c';gf::f i'n France, started to demand independence IRELAND IN 1703
Castletown House from the English Crown. Prime Minister  [7] Counties where Protestants
Henry Grattan tried a parliamentary owned over 75 per cent of land
route; Wolfe Tone and the United Irishmen opted for
armed insurrection. Both approaches ultimately failed. " ér .
n‘(\y
State Bedroom :S

The saloon, the
Casino’s main room,
was used for formal
entertaining. It

has a magnificent
parquet floor.

Stone lions by
Edward Smyth
(1749-1812)

The Irish House of Commons

This painting shows Irish leader
Henry Grattan addressing the
house (see p60). The “Grattan
Parliament” lasted from 1782 to
1800, but was then abolished
by the Act of Union.

The basement contains the
servants’ hall, the kitchen,
pantry and wine cellar.

The 18th century saw
work begin on ambitious
projects such as the Grand
Canal, new roads and Dublin’s
network of wide streets and squares.

1731 Royal
Janathan Swift 1724 Swift Dublin Society 1738 Death of Ireland’s most
(1667-1745) attacks Ireland’s | founded to famous harper, Turlough
penal code in A encourage O’'Carolan (see p24)

Modest Proposal agriculture,
art and crafts

[1720 1730 [ 1740 1750

1731 First issue of

the Belfast Newsletter, 1742 First performance 1751 Dublin’s
1713 Jonathan Swift the world’s oldest of Handel's Messiah Rotunda Lying-In
appointed Dean of continually running given in Dublin Hospital is first
St Patrick’s Cathedral newspaper maternity hospital in

(see p82) the British Isles
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Linen Bleaching

Ulster’s linen industry
Slourished thanks

2 o the expertise of

| Huguenot weavers

from France. The

Y woven cloth was
spread out in fields

or on river banks to

bleach it (see p268).

The Classical
urns on the roof
conceal chimneys.

The china closet

was originally
designed as
a bedroom.

Irish Painting

Aristocratic patronage encouraged
the development of an Irish school
of painting. This picture, by an
unknown artist, shows
Leixlip Castle in
an idealized
rural setting.

The hall ends
in a semi-circular
apse leading

to the saloon.
Entrance

MARINO CASINO
This frivolous summer house was built in
the 1760s for the first Earl of Charlemont on

his estate just north of Dublin (see p700). Palladian
architecture of this kind was popular among the Irish
aristocracy, who followed 18th-century English fashions.

WHERE TO SEE
GEORGIAN IRELAND

Dublin preserves many fine
Georgian terraces and public
buildings such as the Custom
House (see p88) and the
Four Courts (p93). Around
Dublin, the grand houses at
Castletown (pp130-31), Russ-
borough and Powerscourt
(pp134-5) are fascinating
reminders of the lifestyle of
the gentry. Other 18th-century
country seats open to the
public include Emo Court,
Westport House (pp204-05)
and Castle Coole (p272).

Emo Court’s fucade, with its
plain Ionic portico, is by James
Gandon, architect of many of

Dublin’s public buildings (p253).

Russborough House (p132)
was built in 1741 by Richard
Castle. Elegant niches with
Classical busts flank the grand
fireplace in the entrance ball

Guinness The Irish 1798
Brewery 1782 Parliament | vopmteers, a Rebellion of
Gate ~  gains greater degree | jocal militia Wolfe Tone’s
of independence | which pressed | United
from Westminster Parliament Irishmen
B for reform quashed
[ 1770 1780 [ 1790

Custom House

1759 Arthur Guinness
buys the St James’s
Gate Brewery in Dublin

1791 James Gandon’s

Custom House
built in Dublin 1795 Orange
Order formed by
1793 Limited Ulster Protestants
emancipation for

Irish Catholics
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Famine and Emigration

The history of 19th-century Ireland

is dominated by the Great Famine of
1845— 8, which was caused by the total
failure of the potato crop. Although Irish
grain was still being exported to England,
around one million people died from
hunger or disease, with even more fleeing
to North America. By 1900, the pre-famine
population of eight million had fallen by
half. Rural hardship fuelled a campaign
for tenants’ rights which evolved into
demands for independence from Britain. Great strides
towards “Home Rule” were made in Parliament by the
charismatic politician Charles Stewart Parnell.

Ration card from
Famine period

Daniel O’Connell
Known as “The Liberator”,

/wﬂgﬁ?j\ y

=
e
2 4
IRELAND IN 1851

[ Areas where population fell by
over 25% during the Famine

The ships that brought the
Irish to America were over-
crowded and fever-ridden,
and known as “coffin ships”.

O’Connell organized
peaceful “monster
rallies” of up to a
million people in |
pursuit of Catholic
emancipation. He
was elected MP for
Clare in 1828.

Castle Clinton was

used for processing
new arrivals to New
York prior to the con-
struction of the huge
depot on Ellis Island.

The Boycotting of Landlords
In 1880, troops guarded the crops of Captain
Boycott, the first notable victim of a campaign
to ostracize landlords guilty of evicting tenants.
His name later passed into the English language.

TIMELINE

Charles Bianconi’s
coach service, 1836

1815 First coach service
begins in Ireland

1817 Royal Canal
is completed

1838 Father Mathew founds
temperance crusade — five
million Irish take abstinence
pledge and whiskey production

1845 Start of
Great Famine,
which lasts for
four years

is reduced by half

1810 [ 1820

[ 1840

1803 Uprising, led by Robert
Emmet, is crushed after feared
Napoleonic invasion of England
fails to materialize

1828 After a five-year campaign
by Daniel O’Connell, Catholic
Emancipation Act is passed,
giving a limited number of
1800 Act of Union: Ireland Catholics the right to vote

legally becomes part of Britain

Father
Mathew
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Eviction of Irish Farmers
In the late 1870s, agricultural prices plummeted.
Starving tenant farmers fell into arrears and were
mercilessly evicted. Their plight spawned the Land
League, which lobbied successfully for reform.

IMMIGRANTS ARRIVE IN NEW YORK
The Irish who survived the journey to America
landed at Castle Garden in New York, seen here
in a painting by Samuel Waugh (1855). Although

mainly country people, most new arrivals settled in

Manbhattan, often enduring horrific living conditions.

THE IRISH ABROAD

One result of the Famine was the
growth of a strong Irish community
in the USA. From the lowest rung of
American society, the immigrants
rose up the social scale and became
rich by Irish Catholic standards. They
sent money to causes back home,
and as a well-organized lobby group
put pressure on the American gov-
ernment to influence British policies
in Ireland. A more militant group,
Clan na Gael, sent veterans of the
American Civil War to fight in the
Fenian risings of 1865 and 1867.

New Yorkers stage a huge St Patrick’s
Day parade, 17 March 1870.

as illiterate
peasants in

perceived

the USA
and often
met with
a hostile
reception.

I ot Bl s

Charles Stewart Parnell

A campaigner for the Land
League and Home Rule, Parnell
saw bis political career ruined in
1890, when bhe was cited as co-
respondent in a divorce case.

1853 Dublin

i Dublin Exhibition

1884 Founding

of Gaelic Athletic 1892 Second

Home Rule Bill

Exhibition 1877 Parnell | Association, first ;
is opened becomes leader of | group to promote is defeated
by Queen the new Home Irish traditions
Victoria Rule Party
[ 1870 1880 1890
1867 Irish-Americans return home to fight 1886 British PM
in a rising led by the Irish Republican 1881 Parnell | Gladstone sponsors
Brotherhood, also known as the Fenians is jailed in first Home Rule
Kilmainham | Bill but is defeated

1848 Failure of the Young Ireland
Uprising — a spontaneous response
to insurrections elsewhere in Europe

1879-82 Land War, led by Michael
Davitt’s Land League, campaigns
for the reform of tenancy laws

Gaol, Dublin | by Parliament




44 INTRODUCING ITRELAND

War and Independence o

: - Plans for Irish home rule were shelved P @
because of World War I; however, the @ <
abortive Easter Rising of 1916 inspired g 3
new support for the Republican cause. ”j >
In 1919 an unofficial Irish Parliament L
was established and a war began against oz W!

i 11l the “occupying” British forces. The Anglo- % jf

Irish Free state  Irish Treaty of 1921 divided the island Calad

stamp of 1922 in two, granting independence to the IRELAND IN 1922

Irish Free State, while Northern Ireland remained in the ] Northern Ireland
United Kingdom. There followed a civil war between
pro-Treaty and anti-Treaty factions in the South.

[ Irish Free State

The Unionist Party
Leader of the campaign
against Home Rule was
Dublin barrister Edward Sean J Heuston Major John
Carson. In 1913 the Thomas McBride
Ulster Volunteer Force McDonough
was formed to demand
that six counties in Ulster
remain part of the UK.

The 1916 Service Medal,
issued to all who fought in
the Easter Rising, depicts,
on one side, the mythical
Irish warrior
Cuchulainn.

\
lWilliam Pearse Patrick Pearse, a
poet, read the
The Black and Tans Proclamation of
Named for their makeshift uniforms, ;?jn??f:tilec S
these British troops — mostly demobbed ¢ . cpo gn
World War I soldiers— carried out savage

reprisals against the Irish in 1920-21.

Easter Monday.

TIMELINE
1913 General 1918 Sinn Féin wins 73 seats at 1919 First
The Titanic strike in Dublin Westminster; Constance Markievicz meeting of the
elected first woman MP independent
1912 Belfast-built patliament
Titanic sinks on her 1916 Easter (Ddil Eireann)
maiden voyage Rising quashed
1910 Pl [1915 1920

1912 Edward Carson rallies 1920 Government of

1905 Sinn Féin Ulster Protestants; solemn Ireland Act proposes
(We Ourselves) covenant to defeat Home Rule partition of the island
party founded signed by 471,414 people
1921 Anglo-Irish Treaty signed;
1904 Dublin’s Abbey Despatch bag carried by Constance de Valera resigns; southern
Theatre opens Markievicz during Easter Rising Ireland plunged into civil war
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EAMON DE VALERA
(1882-1975)

After escaping execution for his part in
the Easter Rising, American-born de
Valera went on to dominate Irish politics
for almost 60 years. The opposition of
his party, Sinn Féin, to the Anglo-Irish
Treaty of 1921 plunged the new Irish
Free State into civil war. After forming
a new party, Fianna

The General Post Office, Easter 1916 Fé.ﬂ’ he be.c ame
Prime Minister

What was supposed to be a national uprising (Taviseach) in
was confined to 2,500 armed insurgents in 1932. De Valera
Dublin. They managed to hold the GPO and remained in
other public buildings for five days. office until
1948, with
This Mauser rifle, smuggled in further terms
w from Germany in 1914, was in the 1950s.
used by rebels in the Rising. Between 1959
Tom Clarke ) and 1973 he was

James Connolly President of Ireland.

Joseph
Plunkett

Mementos
of the Rising
at Dublin’s
Kilmainham
Gaol (see
p97) include
this crucifix made
by a British soldier
from rifle bullets.

LEADERS OF THE 1916 RISING Election Poster

This collage portrait shows 14 leaders of the Easter Cumann na nGaedhbeal, the
Rising, who were all court-martialled and shot at pro-Treaty party in the Civil
Kilmainham Gaol. The brutality of their executions War, won the Free State’s
(the badly injured James Connolly was tied to a [first general election in 1923.
chair before being shot) changed public opinion of 1t merged with other parties
the Rising and guaranteed their status as martyrs. in 1933 to form Fine Gael.

Michael Collins (1890-1922), 1936 IRA proscribed by
& I beroof the War of Independence, | 1932 Fianna Fiil sweeps to | Free State Government
became chairman of the Irish victory in general election, B

Free State and Commander- | and de Valera begins 1939 Eire declares
in-Chief of the Army 16-year term as Taoiseach neutrality during

1922 Irish Free State
inaugurated; Michael
Collins shot dead in
ambush in Co Cork

(Prime Minister) World War 1T
1925 [1930 1935
1926 De Valera quits 1937 New
Sinn Féin; sets up 1933 Fine Gael constitution
1923 WB Fianna Fail (Soldiers 1929 Work starts (United Ireland) declares complete
Yeats wins of Destiny) party on River Shannon party formed to independence
Nobel prize hydro-electric oppose Fianna Fil from Britain;
for Literature | 1925 GB Shaw also power scheme country’s name
receives Nobel prize changes to Eire




46 INTRODUCING ITRELAND

Modern Ireland

Since joining the European Economic Community
(now called the European Union) in 1973, the
Irish Republic has done much to modernize its
traditional rural-based economy. There have
been social changes too, and laws prohibiting
abortion and divorce have slowly been relaxed.
Meanwhile, Northern Ireland has lived through
1S, - more than 25 years of bombings and shootings. But

Mary Robinson, ~ T€CeNt peace agreements have brought new hope
Ireland's first  to the province, especially since the inauguration
woman President iy 1908 of the new Northern Ireland Assembly.

1969 Violent clashes between the police and
demonstrators in Belfast and Derry. British

1956 IRA launches a terrorism troops sent to restore order

campaign along the border with

Northern Ireland which lasts until 1962 1967 Northern Ireland Civil Rights

Association is set up to fight
discrimination against Catholics

1972 Bloody Sunday —
British soldiers shoot
dead 13 demonstrators in
Derry. Northern Ireland
Parliament is suspended
and direct rule from
Westminster imposed

1976 Organizers of the
Ulster Peace Movement,
Mairead Corrigan and
Betty Williams, are
awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize in Oslo

NORTHERN IRELAND

1945 1955 1965

1975

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

1949 New government
under John A Costello.
Country changes
name from Fire to
Republic of Ireland
and leaves British
Commonwealth

1959 Eamon de
Valera resigns
as Taoiseach

(Prime Min-
ister) and is
later elected

President

1955 Republic of
Ireland joins
United Nations

]

1963 John F Kennedy, the first
American President of Irish
Catholic descent, visits Ireland.
He is pictured here with
President Eamon de Valera

reh
pla S
prize for literature, but does not
go to Stockholm to receive it

1947 Statue of Queen Victoria is
removed from the courtyard in front
of the Irish Parliament in Dublin

1973 The Republic joins the
European Economic Com-
munity. Membership has given
the country access to much-
needed development grants
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1981 Hunger-striker
Bobbie Sands dies in
Maze Prison

1985 Barry McGuigan beats
the Panamanian, Eusebio
Pedroza, for world
featherweight boxing title

1986 Bitter Loyalist
opposition follows

1994 IRA and Unionist cease-
fires. Gerry Adams, Sinn Féin
leader, allowed to speak on
British radio and television

1998 The Good Friday Agreement sets out
proposed framework for self-government
in Northern Ireland

2001 David Trimble resigns as first
minister, but is later re-elected. The

revious year’s s
gy the Br;{tish and Irisﬁ ;II?SBLSHE;)S‘ 112 © bef—imni(?ngf ﬁ(tortL(lious period of
Overnments of e suspended talks and return to
%he Anglo-Irish 12;83':‘;2 no Westminster’s direct rule
Agreement troops on 2002 Sinn Féin’s offices at
daylight Stormont are raided in an alleged
1987 IRA bomb patrols in intelligence-gathering operation
explodes during Northern
En“‘Skllle}‘ S Ireland 2005 The IRA announces an
R§merlnl?r(]1me end to its armed campaign,
BTY parade, | saying it will follow an
illing 11 people exclusively democratic path
NORTHERN IRELAND
1985 [ 1995 2005

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

1982 Rising debt
and unemploy-
ment lead to
economic crisis
and instability.
Three elections
are held in two
years

il

1994 Republic of Ireland football team
reaches quarterfinals of World Cup in
the USA. Here, Ray Houghton is
congratulated on scoring the winning
goal against Italy

1991 Mary Robinson becomes
first female President of the
Republic, succeeded by Mary
McAleese in 1998

2005 Foreign ministers of the
European Union unanimously

1979 Pope John
Paul 11 visits Ireland
and celebrates Mass
in Dublin’s Phoenix
Park, in front of
more than a

million people

AL U7k

1988 Dublin’s millennium is
celebrated, boosting the city’s image

agree to make Irish an official
language of the EU

2002 The single European currency, the
euro, replaces Irish punt notes and coins.
Initially, the euro was introduced in 1999
for banking purposes

1987 Dubliner Steven Roche wins the Tour de France, Giro
dItalia and World Championship in one incredible season
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opular months for visiting Ireland

are July and August, though

Belfast tends to close down in |
July for the marching season. June
and September can be pleasant but
never count on the weather, for
Ireland’s lush beauty is the
product of a wet climate. Most
tourist sights are open from
Easter to September but have re-
stricted opening hours or close in

honour of everything from food
to religion. A common thread is
music, and few festivities are
complete without musical accom-
paniment. Ireland is at its best when
it has something to celebrate, so
is an inspired choice for Christmas
and New Year. Look out for the
word fleadh (festival) on your trav-
els but remember, too, that the
g Irish are a spontaneous people:

the low season. During spring Ladies' bay at bublin festivities can spring from the
and summer, festivals are held in

Horse Show

SPRING

St Patrick’s Day is often said
to mark the beginning of the
tourist season. Later, the
spring bank holiday weekend
in May, when accommodation
is in short supply, is celebrated
with music in most places.
After the quiet winter months,
festivals and events start to
become more common.

MARCH

St Patrick’s Day (17 Mar).
Parades and pilgrimages held
at Downpatrick, Armagh,
Dublin, Cork, Limerick and
many other places.

Jameson International

Dublin Film Festival
(Feb). International
film festival.

Horse Ploughing
Match and Heavy
Horse Show,
Ballycastle (17 Mar,
see p266). This
popular annual

competition is more A St Patrick’s Day float
advertising Guinness

than 100 years old.

I |

APRIL

Feis Ceoil, Dublin (end Mar or
early Apr). A classical music
festival held at many different
venues throughout the city.
Pan Celtic Festival, Letterkenny
(mid-Apr, see p156). A lively
celebration of Celtic culture,
with music, dance and song.
Cork Choral Festival (late
Apr-May, see pp174-5).

MAY

Belfast Civic Festival and Lord
Mayor’s Show (mid-May, see
Pp276-9). Street parade with
bands and floats.
Royal Ulster Agriculture
Society Show, Belfast (mid-
May). A three-day show with
diverse events ranging from
sheep-shearing competitions
to fashion shows.
“A Taste of Baltimore”
Shellfish Festival (end
May, see p170).
Fleadh Nua, Ennis,
end May, see p189).
Four days of tradi-
tional Irish music,
songs and dance.

air, or from a tune on a fiddle.

SUMMER

For the visitor, summer
represents the height of the
festive calendar. This is the
busiest time of year for organ-
ized events, from music and
arts festivals to lively local race
meetings, summer schools and
matchmaking festivals. Book
accommodation if your plans
include a popular festival.

Beach races at Laytown (June)

JUNE

Laytown Beach Races, Co
Meath (late May or early Jun).
Horse races on the sand.
County Wicklow Garden
Festival (May~jul). Held at
private and public gardens
around the county, including
Powerscourt (see pp134-5).
National Country Fair, Birr
Castle Demesne, Co Offaly
(early Jun, see p253). One
of Ireland’s most popular
country fairs.

Women’s Mini Marathon,
Dublin City (early Jun).
Bloomsday, Dublin (76 Jun).
Lectures, pub talks, readings,
dramatizations and walks

to celebrate James Joyce’s
greatest novel, Ulysses.
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Hours
10

AVERAGE DAILY HOURS OF SUNSHINE

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Sunshine Chart

The chart gives figures
Jfor Dublin, though
conditions are similar
around the country.
The Southeast enjoys
more sunshine hours
than any other part
of Ireland, while
Northern Ireland
receives marginally
Sewer bours of sun

Scurlogstown Olympiad Celtic
Festival, Trim (early Jun, see
p248). Traditional Irish music,
dance, fair and selection of a
festival queen.

Music in Great Irish Houses
(first two weeks). Classical
music recitals in grand settings
at various venues.

Castle Ward Opera, Strangford
(all month, see p284). Opera
festival in the grounds of 18th-
century stately home.

County Wexford Strawberry
Fair, Enniscorthy (end Jun—
early Jul, see p149). Includes a
craft fair, music, street theatre
and, of course, strawberries.

JULY

Battle of the Boyne Day (12
Jul, see p244). Members of the
Orange Order march in towns
across Northern Ireland to cele-
brate the Protestants’ landmark
victory over King James 1I's
Catholic army in 1690.
Galway Arts Festival (third &
Jourth weeks, see pp210-11).
Processions, concerts, street
theatre, children’s shows and
many other events in the
medieval city centre. Followed

5 A &
Steam-engine at Stradbally Rally (August)

than the Republic.

Traditional sailing craft in the Cruinnii na mBad at Kinvarra (August)

immediately by Galway’s pop-
ular five-day race meeting.
Mary from Dungloe Inter-
national Festival, Dungloe
(last week, see p228).
Dancing, music and | 1
selection of “Mary”, i
the beauty queen.
Lughnasa Fair,
Carrickfergus
Castle (end Jul, see
p275). A popular
medieval-style fair.
Ballyshannon
International Folk
Festival (end Jul or
early Aug, see
p231). Three days
of trad-
itional Irish
music.
O’Carolan Harp and
Traditional Music
Festival, Keadue, Co
Roscommon (end Jul
or early Aug).
Traditional music and
dance celebrations.

AUGUST

Stradbally Steam-
engine Rally, Co Laois
(early Aug). Many
types of steam-engine
join this rally.

Letterkenny Folk Festival, Co
Donegal (early Aug, see
p227). A week of celebration.
Dublin Horse Show (first or
second week). A premier
showjumping comp-
f etition and social event.
Puck Fair, Killorglin, Co
Kerry (mid-Aug, see
p165). A wild goat is
crowned “king” at
8, this two-day-long
4 traditional festival.
g Blessing of the Sea
(second or third
Sunday). Held in
seaside towns all

Orangemen parading on over Ireland.
Battle of the Boyne Day

Oul’ Lammas Fair,
Ballycastle (mid-
end Aug, see p266). A popular
fair that is particularly famous
for its edible seaweed.
Kilkenny Arts Week (middle
of the month, see pp142-3). A
major arts festival including
poetry, film and crafts.
Rose of Tralee Festival, (end
Aug, see p156). Bands,
processions, dancing and
selection of the “Rose”.
Cruinnit na mBad, Kinvarra
(end Aug, see pp211-12).
Various types of traditional
sailing craft take part in this
“gathering of the boats”.
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Jan

Feb Mar Apr May

Jun

AVERAGE MONTHLY RAINFALL

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Rainfall Chart

Inches
4 Ireland is one of the
wellest countries in
3 Europe, with rainfall
distributed evenly
5 through the year— the
Sfigures displayed bere

are for Dublin. The
West bas the beaviest
annual rainfall, while
o the Southeast receives
marginally less rain
than other regions.

Galway Oyster Festival (September)

AUTUMN

Oysters and opera are the
two big events in autumn.
There are also festivals devoted
to jazz, film and music. The
October bank holiday week-
end is celebrated with music
in many towns; though it is
low season, it can be difficult
to find accommodation.

SEPTEMBER

Heritage Week (early Sep).
Special events countrywide.
All-Ireland Hurling Final,
Croke Park, Dublin (first or
second Sunday, see p29).

Lisdoonvarna Matchmak-
ing Festival (all month
and first week of Oct,

see p188). Singles gather
for traditional music and
dance.

Waterford Interna-
tional Festival of
Light Opera (mid-Sep
—early Oct, see p359).
Musicals and operettas

at the Theatre Royal.
All-Ireland Football Final,
Croke Park, Dublin (3rd
Sunday, see p29). Gaelic
football final.

Galway Oyster Festival (end
Sep, see pp210-11). Oyster
tastings at different venues.

OCTOBER

Octoberfest, London-
derry (all montb, see
pp258-9). Dance,
poetry, film, comedy,
theatre and music.
Cork Film Festival
(early Oct, see
pp174-5). Trish and
international films.
Kinsale International Festival
of Fine Food (early Oct, see
pp172-3). Superb food served

Traditional horse fair at Ballinasloe in County Galway (October)

All-Ireland Hurling at Croke Park, Dublin

in restaurants hotels and pubs
of Kinsale.
Ballinasloe Fair, Co Galway
(first week). One of Europe’s
oldest horse fairs, staged amid
lively street entertainment.
Dublin Theatre Festival (first
two weeks). Features works
by both Irish and foreign
playwrights.
Wexford Opera
Festival (last two
weeks in Oct, see
P359). A festival of
lesser known operas.
Hallowe’en (Sham-
hana) (31 Oct). An

Horse and trap at occasion celebrated
Lisdoonvarna fair all over the country.

Cork Jazz Festival
(end Oct, see pp174-5).
An extremely popular festival,
with music throughout the city.

NOVEMBER

Sligo International Choral
Festival (early Nov, see p234).
Choirs from around the world
in concert and competition.
Belfast Festival at Queen'’s,
Queen’s University (end Oct
to early Nov, see pp276-9).
Arts festival featuring drama,
ballet, cinema and all types of
music from classical to jazz.
Eigse Sliabh Rua, Slieverue,
Co Kilkenny (mid Nov).
Festival of local history and
music with special guests and
interesting talks.



IRELAND THROUGH THE YEAR 51

AVERAGE MONTHLY TEMPERATURE
oc of Temperature Chart
o so | Ihis chart gives the
average minimum
20 70 | and maximum tem-
peratures for the city
B 80 | of Dublin. Winter is
mild throughout
10 50 .
Ireland, except in the
5 40 bigh mountain
ranges, while the
0 = : 30 N
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec warmest summer .
temperatures are in
the Southeast.
WINTER

Although a quiet time for
festivals, there’s a range of
entertainment including
musical and theatrical events.
Christmas is the busiest social
period and there are plenty of
informal celebrations. There is
also a wide choice of National
Hunt race meetings (see p28).

DECEMBER A

Pantomime Season (Dec— Young boys dressed up as Wren boys on St Stephen’s Day

Jan). Traditional pantomime

performed at many theatres JANUARY Feb-mid-Mar). Young people
throughout Ireland. take part in music (and speech

Leopardstown Races (26 Dec, = Salmon and Sea Trout Season and drama) competitions.
see p129). The biggest meeting = (1 Jan—end Sep, see pp362-3). | Six Nations Rugby Tourna-

held on this traditional day for = Season begins for one of Ire- ment, Lansdowne Road,
racing. There are other fixtures | land’s most popular pastimes. | Dublin (varying Saturdays
at Limerick and Down Royal. Feb-Apr, see p28).

St Stephen’s Day (26 Dec). FEBRUARY

Catholic boys traditionally dress PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

up as Wren boys (chimney Dublin Film Festival (end

sweeps with blackened faces) = Feb-early Mar). International IS0 VLS Loy a Jan')
and sing hymns to raise money | films at various venues. St Patrick’s Day (17 Mar)

for charitable causes. Belfast Music Festival (end Good Friday
Easter Monday

May Day (first Mon in May)
Spring Bank Holiday
(Northern Ireland: last
Mon in May)

June Bank Holiday (Rep-
ublic: first Mon in Jun)
Battle of the Boyne Day
(Northern Ireland: 12 Jul)
August Bank Holiday (first
Mon in Aug).

Summer Bank Holiday
(Northern Ireland: last
Mon in Aug)

October Bank Holiday (last
Mon in Oct)

Christmas Day (25 Dec)
St Stephen’s Day
(Republic: 26 Dec)
Boxing Day (Northern
Ireland: 26 Dec)
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Dublin at a Glance

Ireland’s capital has a wealth of attractions, most
within walking distance of each other. For the pur-
pose of this guide, central Dublin has been divided
into three sections: Southeast Dublin, heart of the
modern city and home to the prestigious Trinity
College; Southwest Dublin, site of the old city
around Dublin Castle; and North of the Liffey, the
area around the imposing O’Connell Street. The
map references given for sights in the city refer to
the Dublin Street Finder on pages 118-119.

Christ Church Cathedral
was built by Dublin’s Anglo-
T Norman congierors belueen
1172 and 1220. It stands on
bigh ground abore the River
Liffey. Much of the
cathedral’s present—
appearance is due
iv resioration carried
4 outin the 15705
(See ppso-31.)

NORTH OF THE LIFFEY
Pages 84-93 ;

SOUTIIWEST
DUBLIN
Pages 72-83

Dublin Castle stands in the beart of old
Dublin. St Patrick’s Hall is part of the suile
of luxury State Apariments boused on the
upper floors om the south side of the castle
Today, these rooms.are used for funclions of
national importance such as presidentiol
inaugurations. (See pp76-7.)

St Patrick’s Cathedral
bas a spectacular choir fealuring
banners and stalls decovated with ||
the insignia of the Knights of St
Patrick. The cathedral also bolds
Ireland’s laygest and wmaost powerfidl
organ, as well as memorials tn Dean
Jonathan Swift and promineni
Anglo-Irish families. (See pp82-3.)

<] Stephen’s Green (1796) by James Malton
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" O’Connell Street, Dublin's busies! thoroughfare.
has a fine mix of architectural styles and a grand

central mall punctuated with statues of famous
Irish cilizens and the 120-m (394-/1) Monument
of Light spire: Just off O Connell Street, on Moore
Street, is a lively market. (Sce pp88-9.)

The Custom House,
a classic Georgian public
ilding by James Gandon, was
butilt hetween 1781 and 1791.
1he sculpted heads on the
keysiones are personifications
f the rivers of Ireland; the one
shown above represents the

River Foyle. (See p88.)

Trinity College is home
o Ol Library

which contains
o s illuminated
[ manuscripts. These
include the Book of
Durrow which dates
Fom-the middle of
the 7th century.

(Sce pp62-4.)

=

2,

/ SOUTHEAST
DUBLIN
Pages 56-71

The National
Gallery was o

in 1864, Housed on
Hoors, it bolds an egléctic
collectinn, partieularly
strong v,
Tralicgtworks. The

gollery® most prized
painting is Caravaggio’s
[he Taking of Christ. The
new Millennium Wing
has vver 500 works on
display (See pp70-71.) EE

0 metres 400
e — T ——
0 yards 400

The National Museum bas an impressive collection of
artifacts dating from the Stone Age to the 20th century. The
Ardagh Chalice (c.AD 800) is one of the many Celtic
Christian treasures on display. (See pp66-7.)
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SOUTHEAST DUBLIN

espite its location close

to the old walled city,

this part of Dublin re-
mained virtually undeveloped
until the founding of Trinity
College in 1592. Even then, it
was almost a hundred years
before the ancient common land
further south was enclosed
to create St Stephen’s Green,
a spacious city park.

The mid-18th century saw
the beginning of a construction boom
in the area. During this time, magnifi-
cent public buildings such as the Old
Library at Trinity College, Leinster
House and the Bank of Ireland were
built. However, the most conspicuous
reminders of Georgian Dublin are the
beautiful squares and terraces around

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Georgian doorknocker in
Merrion Square

Merrion Square. Many of
M these buildings still have their
original features, including
doorknockers, fanlights and
wrought-iron balconies.

Today, Southeast Dublin is
very much the tourist heart of
the city: few visitors can resist
the lively atmosphere and
attractive shops of Grafton
Street. The area is also
home to much of Ireland’s
cultural heritage. The National Gallery
has a good collection of Irish and
European paintings while the National
Museum has superb displays of Trish
Bronze Age gold and early Christian
treasures. Nearby, the fascinating
Natural History Museum has preserved
its wonderful Victorian interior.

Museums, Libraries

and Galleries

National Gallery pp70-71 @
National Library @

National Museum pp64-5 @
Natural History Museum @
Royal Hibernian Academy @

vt
,/};;{0“
Historic Buildings

Bank of Treland @
Leinster House @
Mansion House @
Trinity College pp62-3 @

FLEET

Historic Streets
Fitzwilliam Square @
Grafton Street @
Merrion Square @

Churches
St Ann’s Church @

Parks and Gardens
St Stephen’s Green @

KEY

] Street-by-Street
See pp58-9

[E] Railway station

DART station
7 Luas stop

ﬂ Tourist information 0 metres

LS ONVI3¥OMLSIM

o,

0 yards

250

<] Marble bust of Jonathan Swift in the OId Library, Trinity College
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Street-by-Street: Southeast Dublin

The area around College Green, dominated by the facades
of the Bank of Ireland and Trinity College, is very much
the heart of Dublin. The alleys and malls cutting across
busy pedestrianized Grafton Street boast many of
Dublin’s better shops, hotels and restaurants. Just off
Kildare Street are the Irish Patliament, the National

Library and the National Museum. To escape the city
bustle many head for sanctuary in St Stephen'’s Green,
which is overlooked by fine Georgian buildings.

Bank of Ireland
This grand Georgian
building was origi-
nally buill as the

Irish Parliament @

Statue of Molly
Malone (1988)

Grafton Street
Brown Thomas department store is one of the
main attractions on this pedestrianized street,
alive with buskers and pavement ariisis @

St Ann’s Church
The striking fagade
of the 18th-century
church was
added in 1868.
The interior
Sfeatures Jovely
stained-glass
== windous @

Mansion House

This bas been the official
residence of Dublin’s Lord
Mayor since 1715 @

Fusiliers’ Arch (1907)

% St Stephen’s Green
The relaxing city park is surrounded by many
grand buildings. In summer, lunch-time

concerts attract tourists and workers alike @ .
For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8 7 & == §
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To O'Connell Bridge NORTH OF

THE UFFE%T e

SOUTHWEST
DUBLIN

SOUTHEAST
DUBLIN

LOCATOR MAP
See Dublin map pp118-19

FPomodoro’s sculpture,
P Sphere within Sphere
(

1982). adds a modern = 400
dimension to the L Sy e
s Sy - . -
grand buildings < y
L of the campus @ i o “

L] ha #
p —
QQ,» National Library |
Serintly cherubs appear on the I
frieze around the library’s magni- |\

Sficeni old reading room, once a
haunt of novelist James Joyce @

% National Museum
The museum’s
Leinster House collection of Irish
This grand  antiquities includes a
bouse bas been mysterious bronze
the bome of the  object known as the
Irish Parliament Petrie Crown (2nd
since 1922 @ century AD) @

The Shelbourne Hotel,

built in 1867, dominates the
north side of St Stephen’s Green.
1t is a popular spot with tourists
STAR SIGHTS and locals for afternoon tea.

* National Museum KEY
= == Suggested route

* St Stephen’s Green =
0 metres 50 y Luas stop

e — * Trinity College F1  Tourist information
0 yards 50
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Original chamber of the Irish House of Lords at the Bank of Ireland

Bank of Ireland @

2 College Green. Map D3. Tel 671
2261. [} 9:30am-4pm Tue-Fri,
11am—4pm Sat. |@| Mon & public
hols. House of Lords [ 70:30am,
11:30am & 1:45pm Tue or by appt.

The prestigious offices of the
Bank of Ireland began life as
the first purpose-built
parliament house in Europe.
The original central section
was started by Irish architect
Edward Lovett Pearce and
completed in 1739 after his
death. Sadly, Pearce’s
masterpiece, the great octag-
onal chamber of the House of
Commons (see p40), was
removed at the behest of the
British government in 1802.
The House of Lords, however,
remains gloriously intact,
especially its coffered ceiling
and oak panelling. There are
also huge tapestries of the
Battle of the Boyne and the
Siege of Londonderry, and a
splendid 1,233-piece crystal
chandelier dating from 1788.
The east portico was added
by architect James Gandon in
1785. Further =%
additions to
the building
were made
around
1797.

Bronze statue of Molly Malone at the bottom of Grafton Street

After the dissolution of the
Irish Parliament in 1800, the
Bank of Ireland bought the
building. The present structure
was then completed in 1808
with the transformation of the
former lobby of the House of
Commons into a magnificent
cash office and the addition
of a curving screen wall and
the Foster Place annexe.

At the front of the bank on
College Green — common
grazing land in the 17th
century — is a statue (1879) by
John Foley of Henry Grattan
(see p40), the most formidable
leader of the old parliament.

Trinity College @

See pp62-3.

Grafton Street ©@

Map D4.

The spine of Dublin’s most
popular and stylish shopping
district (see pp104-107) runs
south from Trinity College to
the glass St Stephen’s Green
Shopping Centre. At the junc-
tion with Nassau Street is a
statue by Jean Rynhart of
Molly Malone (1988), the
celebrated street trader from
the traditional song “Molly
Malone”. This busy pedestrian-
ized strip, characterized by
energetic buskers and talented

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8

street theatre artists, boasts
Brown Thomas, one of
Dublin’s finest department
stores (see p104). In addition,
there are plenty of recognisable
high street retailers to tempt
shoppers, including Monsoon,
HMV and Oasis. There are
also many excellent jewellers
in Grafton Street. Number 78
stands on the site of Samuel
Whyte’s school, whose
illustrious roll included Robert
Emmet (see p77), leader of
the 1803 Rebellion, and the
Duke of Wellington.

Hidden along many of
the side streets are quaint,
traditional Irish pubs, catering
to the weary shopper’s need
for a refreshment break.

St Stephen’s
Green O

Map D5. [ ] daylight hours.
Newman House 85-86 St Stephen'’s
Green. Tel 716 7422. [ ] Jun-Aug:
noon-4pm Mon-Fri; Sept-May: by
appointment with two weeks notice.
public hols. 73 4 obligatory.

Royal College of Surgeons, which
overlooks St Stephen’s Green

Originally one of three
ancient commons in the old
city, St Stephen’s Green was
enclosed in 1664. The

9-ha (22-acre) green was laid
out in its present form in

1880, using a grant given by
Lord Ardilaun, a member of
the Guinness family. Land-
scaped with flowerbeds, trees,
a fountain and a lake, the
green is dotted with memorials
to eminent Dubliners, including
Ardilaun himself. There is a
bust of James Joyce (see p90),
and a memorial by Henry
Moore (1967) dedicated to

WB Yeats (see pp232-3). At
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Dubliners relaxing by the lake in St Stephen’s Green

the Merrion Row corner
stands a massive monument
(1967) by Edward Delaney to
18th-century nationalist leader
Wolfe Tone - it is known
locally as “Tonehenge”. The
1887 bandstand is still the
focal point for free daytime
concerts in summer.

The imposing Royal College
of Surgeons stands on the
west side. Built in 1806, it
was commandeered by rebel
troops under Countess
Constance Markievicz in the
1916 Rising (see pp44-5) and
its columns still bear the marks
of bullets from the fighting.

The busiest side of the Green
is the north, known during
the 19th century as the Beaux’
Walk and still home to
gentlemen’s clubs. The most
prominent building is the
newly refurbished venerable
Shelbourne Hotel. Dating
back to 1867, its entrance is
adorned by statues of Nubian
princesses and attendant slaves.
It is well worth popping in for
a look at the chandeliered
foyer and for afternoon tea in
the Lord Mayor’s Lounge.

Situated on the south side is
Newman House, home of the
Catholic University of Ireland
(now part of University
College). Opened in 1854, its
first rector was English theo-
logian John Henry Newman.
Famous past pupils include
Patrick Pearse, a leader of the
1916 Rising, former Taoiseach
Eamon de Valera (see p45)
and author James Joyce.

Tours reveal some of the best

Georgian interior decor to
survive in the city. The walls
and ceilings of the Apollo
Room and Saloon at No. 85
are festooned with intricate
Baroque stuccowork (1739)
by the Swiss brothers Paolo
and Filippo Francini. The
Bishops’ Room at No. 86 is
decorated with heavy 19th-
century furniture.

The small University
Church (1856) next door
has a colourful, richly
marbled Byzantine interior.
Also on the south side of St
Stephen’s Green is Iveagh
House, a town house once
owned by the Guinness
family and now the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs.

Mansion House ©

Dawson St. Map E4. [@) to the public.

Set back from Dawson Street
by a neat cobbled forecourt,
the Mansion House is an
attractive Queen Anne-style
building. It was built in 1710
for the aristocrat Joshua
Dawson, after whom the street
is named. The Dublin Corpor-
ation bought it from him five
years later as the official
residence of the city’s Lord
Mayor. The Round Room
adjacent to the main building
was built in 1821 for the visit
of King George IV. The Diil
Eireann (see p65), which
adopted the Declaration of
Independence, first met here
on 21 January 1919.

St Ann’s Church @

Dawson St. Map E4. Tel 676 7727.
D 10am-4pm Mon-—Fri (also for Sun
services at 8am, 10:45am & 6:30pm).

Founded in 1707, St Ann’s
striking Romanesque facade
was added in 1868. Inside are
colourful stained-glass win-
dows, dating from the mid-19th
century. The church has a
long tradition of charity work:
in 1723 Lord Newton left a be-
quest to buy bread for the poor.
The original shelf for the bread
still stands next to the altar.

Famous past parishioners
include Wolfe Tone (see p41),
who was married here in
1785, Douglas Hyde (see p45)
and Bram Stoker (1847-1912),
author of Dracula.

Detail of window depicting Faith,
Hope and Charity, St Ann’s Church
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Tr1n1ty College ©

Trinity College was founded in 1592 by
Queen Elizabeth I on the site of an
Augustinian monastery. Originally a
Protestant college, it only began to take
Catholics in numbers after 1970, when
the Catholic Church relaxed its oppo-
sition to their attending. Among
Trinity’s many famous students S
were playwrights Oliver Goldsmith
and Samuel Beckett, and political writer Edmund

% Campanile

The 30-m (98-ft) bell

tower was built in
1853 by Sir Charles

Lanyon, architect of
Queen’s University,
Belfast (see p278).

Trinity College
coat of arms

Burke. The college’s lawns and cobbled quads Reclining

. . . Connected Forms
provide a pleasant haven in the heart of the city. (1969) by
The major attractions are the Long Room and the Henry Moore

Book of Kells Exhibition, housed in the Old Library.

Dining Hall (1761)

Chapel (1798)

This was the first uni-
versity chapel in the
Republic to accept all
denominations. The
painted window above
the altar is from 1867.

Statue of Edmund ,/”i‘&f
Burke (1868) by

John Foley Main
entrance

SAMUEL BECKETT (1906-89) Statue of Oliver

Nobel prizewinner Samuel Beckett was Goldsmith (1864)
born at Foxrock, south of Dublin. In by John Foley
1923 he entered Trinity, and later grad-
uated with a first in modern languages
and a gold medal. He was also a keen
member of the college cricket team.

Forsaking Ireland,
Beckett moved to
France in the early
1930s. Many of his
major works such
as Waiting for ' ’_a_
Godot (1951) were g y

written first in

Provost’s House
(c. 1760)

Examination Hall
Completed in 1791
to a design by Sir

William Chambers,

French, and the hall features

later translated, a gilded oak

by B]?:Ck?tt]’n chandelier and

into English. = ornaie ceilings by
Michael Stapleton.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8
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Library Square

The red-brick building (known as the Rubrics) on
the east side of Library Square was built around
1700 and. is the oldest surviving part of the college.

Shop and entrance to
Old Library

Entrance from
Nassau Street

The Douglas Hyde Gallery
was built in the 1970s to house
temporary art exhibitions.

* Long Room (7732)
The spectacular Long Room
measures 64 m (210 ft)

| from end to end. It houses
200,000 antiquarian

texts, marble busts of
scholars and the oldest
surviving barp in Ireland.

VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

College Green. Map D3. Tel 896
1724. [E] DART to Pearse Street.
10, 14, 15, 46 & many other
routes. Long Room and Old
Library [ ] 9:30am-5pm Mon-
Sat, 9:30am-4pm Sun (May-
Sep), noon—4.30pm Sun (Oct—
Apr). |@ 10 days at Christmas.
177 v A [ by arrangement.
Chapel [] by appt. Douglas
Hyde Gallery [ ] for exhibitions.
www.tcd.ie/library

The Museum Building, completed in
1857, is noted for its Venetian exterior,
and its magnificent multicoloured hall

and double-domed roof.

Sphere within Sphere
(1982) was given to the
college by its sculptor
Arnaldo Pomodoro.

Berkeley Library
Building by Paul
Koralek (1967)

. % Old Library
This detail is from
the Book of Durrow,
one of the other
magnificent illuminated
manuscripts housed in
the Old Library along
with the celebrated Book
of Kells (see p64).

STAR FEATURES

% Campanile

% Old Library

% Long Room
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The Book of Kells

The most richly decorated of Ireland’s century, contains the four gospels in
medieval illuminated manuscripts, the Latin. The scribes who copied the texts
Book of Kells may have been the work also embellished their calligraphy with
of monks from Iona, who fled to Kells intricate interlacing spirals as well as
(see p241) in AD 800 after a Viking raid. human figures and animals. Some of
The book, which was moved to Trinity the dyes used were imported from as
College (see pp62-3) in the 17th far as the Middle East. g .

Pair of
moths

Stylized The Greek
angel letter “X”

The symbols of the
Jfour evangelists are
used as decoration
throughout the book.
The figure of the man
symbolizes St Matthew.

The letter that looks
like a “P” is a Greek “R”.

The letter “I”

Interlacing

motifs
Cat watching rats A full-page portrait of
St Matthew, shown
MONOGRAM PAGE standing barefoot in
Rats eating bread could This, the most elaborate page of the Sfront of a throne,
be a reference to sinners book, contains the first three words of precedes the opening
taking Holy Communion. St Matthew’s account of the birth of words of bis gospel.

The symbolism of the Christ. The first word “XRI” is an

animals and people . PP
decorating the manuscript abbreviation of “Christi”.

is often hard to interpret.

The text is in a beautifully rounded Celtic script with
brightly ornamented initial letters. Animal and human
forms are often used to decorate the end of a line. T R ]




SOUTHEAST DUBLIN

65

National Museum @

See pp66—7.

National Library @

Kildare St. Map E4. Tel 603 0200.
[ 10am-9pm Mon-Wed, 10am-
5pm Thu & Fri, 10am-1pm Sat.
public hols. www.nli.ie

Designed by Sir Thomas
Deane, the National Library
was opened in 1890. It was
built to house the collection
of the Royal Dublin Society,
which was formed in 1731 to
promote the arts and sciences
and improve conditions for
the poor. The Library contains
first editions of every major
Irish writer and a copy of
almost every book ever
published in Ireland. The list
of distinguished Irish writers
is well known and all are
represented here. There is a
huge collection of old maps,
papers, and manuscripts by
such names as playwright
George Bernard Shaw and
politician and liberator Daniel
O’Connell (see p42).

The first-floor Reading Room
(where Joyce sited the literary
debate in Ulysses) has well-
worn desks and green-shaded
lamps. Simply ask an attendant
for a visitor’s pass. There is
also a small genealogy exhibit;
a more extensive display,

along with details on how

to trace family trees, can be
found at the Heraldic Museum
in the Genealogical Office a
few doors down at Nos. 2
and 3 Kildare Street.

Leinster House ©

Kildare St. Map E4. Tel 618 3000. [ ]
groups by appt; foreign visitors to book
through their own embassy. [ phone
for details. www.oireachtas.ie

This stately mansion houses
the Dail and the Seanad — the
two chambers of the Irish
Parliament. It was originally

built for the Duke of Leinster
in 1745. Designed by German-
born architect Richard Castle,
the Kildare Street facade
resembles that of a large town
house. However, the rear,
looking on to Merrion Square,
has the air of a country estate
complete with sweeping lawns.
The Royal Dublin Society
bought the building in 1815.
The government obtained a
part of it in 1922 for parlia-
mentary use and bought the
entire building two years later.
Phone ahead to arrange a
tour of the rooms, including
the Seanad chamber with its
heavily ornamented ceiling.

THE IRISH PARLIAMENT

1919. Today, parliament is
made up of two houses:
the Dail (House of Repre-
sentatives) and Seanad
Eireann (the Senate).

The Prime Minister is the
Taoiseach and the deputy,
the Tanaiste. The Dail's 166
representatives — Teachta
Dila, known as TDs — are
elected by proportional

Seanad is appointed by

representation. The 60-strong

various individuals and autho-
rities, including the Taoiseach
and the University of Dublin.

The Irish Free State, forerunner of the Republic of Ireland,
was inaugurated in 1922 (see p44), although an unofficial
Irish parliament, the Dail, had already been in existence since

Opening of the first parliament of
the Irish Free State in 1922

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8
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National Museum @

The National Museum of Ireland
(Archaeology and History) was built in the
1880s to the design of Sir Thomas Deane. Its
domed rotunda features marble pillars and a
mosaic floor. The Treasury houses priceless
items such as the Broighter gold boat (see
p33), while Or— Ireland’s Gold, an exhibition
of Ireland’s Bronze Age gold, has jewellery
such as the Gleninsheen Gorget (see pp32-3).
Many collections have moved to the annexe
of the museum at Collins Barracks (see p92).

Egyptian Mummy :
This mummy of the lady Tentdinebu ||
is thought to date back to ¢.945-716 |||
BC. Covered in brilliant colours, it is A
part of the stunning

Egyptian collection.

* Or —Ireland’s Gold
This is one of the most extensive
collections of Bronze Age gold in
Western Europe. This gold lunula
(¢.1800 BC) is one of many pieces
of fine jewellery in the exbibition.

KEY TO FLOORPLAN

Kingship and Sacrifice

Or - Ireland’s Gold

The Treasury

Prehistoric Ireland

Medieval Ireland

Viking Ireland

Ancient Egypt

FH e =3 e ey e

Temporary exhibition space

M

Non-exhibition space

Bichrome Amphora .
This Cypro-Archaic |
(600400 BC) vase is
part of the museum’s \
beautiful collection of
ceramic and glass ware
from Ancient Cyprus.

Main entrance
GALLERY GUIDE )
The ground floor holds The Treasury, Or — Ireland’s The domed

Gold exhibition, the Kingship and Sacrifice and the rotunda, based on

Prehistoric Ireland display. On the first floor is the the design of the ~ The Treasury
Medieval Ireland exbibition, which illustrates many Altes Museum in houses masterpieces
aspects of life in later medieval Ireland. Also on the Berlin, makes an ~ of Irish crafts such as
first floor are artifacts from Ancient Egypt and from impressive the Ardagh Chalice
the Viking settlement of Dublin. entrance hall. (see p55).

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8



SOUTHEAST DUBLIN 67

First floor

VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

Temporary exhibition space
is located in the gallery of
the second floor. Recent
exhibitions have included
Viking Ships and Finds
Jfrom Irish Wetlands.

Kildare St. Map E4. Tel 677 7444.
[Z] DART to Pearse Station.

10, 11, 13 and many other
routes. [] 10am-5pm Tue-Sat,
2-5pm Sun. [@) Good Fri & 25
Dec. g [ ground floor only.

A & 1 www.museum.ie

Wooden Object

The Viking exhibition houses
many items, including coins,
pottery and swords, uncovered
in the 1970s from the Viking
settlement discovered beside the
Liffey at Wood Quay (see p63).

St Patrick’s Bell,
made of bronze-
coated iron, is housed
in a beautiful 12th-
century shrine

(see inset p3).

| B

% Cross of Cong

Crucifixion Plaque
This plaque is one
of the earliest
depictions of the
crucifixion found in
Ireland. Dating from the
late 7th century, it may
bave been decoration
Jfor a manuscript cover.

4

% Tara Brooch

Found at Bettystown, County Meath, this ornate
brooch dates from the 8th century AD. It is decorated
on the front and rear with a filigree of gold wire
entwined around settings of amber and enamel.

Some 75 cm (30 inches) in beight, this
processional cross shows a bigh level of
craftsmanship. Dating from 1123, its gilt-
bronze plating is adorned with silver
wire, crystals and enamelled studs.

STAR EXHIBITS

% Cross of Cong
* Or — Ireland’s Gold

% Tara Brooch
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Natural History
Museum @

Merrion St. Map E4. Tel 677 7444.
[ 10am-5pm Tue-Sat, 2-5pm Sun.
Mon, Good Fri & Dec 25.
ground floor only. www.museum.ie

Known affectionately as the
“Dead Zo0”, this museum is
crammed with antique glass
cabinets containing stuffed ani-
mals from around the world.
The museum was opened to
the public in 1857 with an
inaugural lecture by Dr David
Livingstone. The building has
barely altered since Victorian
times, and is now practically a
museum piece itself.

The Irish room on the
ground floor holds exhibits on
Irish wildlife. Inside the front
door are three huge skeletons
of the extinct giant deer, better
known as the “Irish elk”. Also
on this floor are shelves
stacked with jars of bizarre
creatures such as octopuses,
leeches and worms preserved
in embalming fluid.

The upper gallery houses
the noted Blaschka Collection
of glass models of marine life,
and a display of buffalo and
deer trophies. Suspended from
the ceiling are the skeletons
of a fin whale, found at Bantry
Bay (see p167) in 1862, and a
humpback whale, which was
found stranded at Inishcrone
in County Sligo in 1893.

Lawn and front entrance of the
Natural History Museum

National Gallery @

See pp70-71.

Merrion Square @

Georgian town houses overlooking Merrion Square gardens

Map F4.

Merrion Square is one of
Dublin’s largest and grandest
Georgian squares. Covering
about 5 ha (12 acres, the
square was laid out by John
Ensor around 1762.

On the west side are the
impressive facades of the
Natural History Museum, the
National Gallery and the front
garden of Leinster House (see
p65). However, this august
triumvirate does not compare
with the lovely Georgian town
houses on the other three
sides of the square. Many
have brightly painted doors
with original features such as
wrought-iron balconies, ornate
doorknockers and fanlights.
The oldest and finest houses
are on the north side.

Many of the houses — now
predominantly used as office
space — have plaques detail-
ing the rich and famous who
once lived in them. These
include Catholic emancipation
leader Daniel O’Connell (see
p42), who lived at No. 58 and
poet WB Yeats (see pp232-3),
who lived at No. 82. The play-
wright Oscar Wilde (see p22)
spent his childhood at No. 1.

The attractive central park
features colourful flower and
shrub beds. In the 1840s it
served a grim function as an
emergency soup kitchen,
feeding the hungry during the
Great Famine (see p219). On
the northwest side of the park
stands the restored Rutland
Fountain. It was originally
erected in 1791 for the sole
use of Dublin’s poor.

Just off the square, at No. 24
Merrion Street Upper, is the
birthplace of the Duke of

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8

Wellington, who, when teased
about his Irish background,
said, “Being born in a stable
does not make one a horse.”

Royal Hibernian
Academy ®

15 Ely Place. Map E5. Tel 661 2558.
[ 11am-5pm Tue, Wed, Fri & Sat,
11am-8pm Thu, 2-5pm Sun.

Mon, public & Christmas hols.
www .royalhibernianacademy.com

The academy is one of the
largest exhibition spaces in
the city. Through its touring
exhibitions of painting, sculp-
ture and other works, the insti-
tution challenges the public’s
understanding of visual arts.
This modern building does,
however, look out of place

at the end of Ely Place, an
attractive Georgian cul-de-sac.

Fitzwilliam
Square @

Map E5. No. 29 Fitzwilliam St Lower
Tel 702 6165. [ ] 10am-5pm Tue-
Sat, 1-5pm Sun. [@] Mon & 3 weeks
at Christmas. 7 [
www.esb.ie/numbertwentynine

Dating from the 1790s, this
was one of the last Georgian
squares to be laid out in cen-
tral Dublin. Much smaller than
Merrion Square, it is a popular
location for medical practices.
In the 1960s, sixteen town
houses on Fitzwilliam Street
Lower were torn down to
make way for the head-
quarters of the Electricity
Supply Board. The company
has since tried to appease
public indignation by
renovating No. 29 as a
Georgian showpiece home.
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Dublin’s Georgian Terraces

The 18th century was Dublin’s
Age of Elegance, a time of rel-
ative prosperity when the Irish
gentry, keen not to appear as
the poor relations of Britain, set
about remodelling Dublin into boom of the 1960s threatened to
one of the most elegant cities in rip out what was left of Georgian
Europe. Terraced town houses Doorknocker, Dublin. Fortunately, much has
were built, forming handsome MerrionSquare gyrvived and some of the city’s
new streets and squares. During the finest architecture can be seen in
19th century the city’s wealth declined, Merrion Square and Fitzwilliam Square.

forcing some middle-class families
to divide their homes into tene-
ments. Many of Dublin’s once
grand streets slowly deteriorated.
A century later the property

Playroom
The bedrooms were

usually on the second
floor, while the upper
floors contained the
servants’ quarters

and children’s rooms.

Wrought-iron balconies
gave added prestige to
the Georgian house.
Those still in place today
are mostly later
Victorian additions.

Lavish stuccowork was
an important way of
showing an owner’s
wealth during the
18th century.

The drawing
room was always on
the first floor. The
high ceiling was

decorated with the
finest plasterwork.

The dining room
was normally on

Architrave the ground floor.

The kitchen contained
a huge cooking range
which was fired by
either coal or wood.
The adjoining pantry
was used to store the
household’s groceries.

- B,

GEORGIAN TERRACED HOUSE

The doorway was While Georgian streetscapes may appear uniform, closer

usually crowned with a inspection reveals a diversity of styles in terms of details such

segmented fanlight. The as fanlights, architraves and balconies. The hallways usu-

principal decoration on ally had stone floors and, facing the hall door, a staircase

the door itself was a rising to the upper floors. Many of the town houses did

heavy brass knocker. not have gardens — the railed-off parks in the centre of the
squares were reserved for residents only and served as such.
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National Gallery @

- This purpose-built gallery was
J,@ opened to the public in 1864. It
| houses many excellent exhibits,
largely due to generous bequests,
such as the Milltown collection of
works of art from Russborough
House (see p132). Playwright
George Bernard Shaw was also a
benefactor, leaving a third of his
estate to the gallery. The empha-
sis here is on Irish landscape art
and portraits. The collection
spans the 14th to the 20th
centuries and includes works
by Jack B Yeats, William Orpen and
Francis Danby. The major schools of Euro-
pean painting are represented by Goya,
El Greco, Vermeer, Titian and Monet.

The Houseless
Wanderer by
John Foley

GALLERY GUIDE

The main entrance is through
the lofty Millennium Wing on
Clare Street. Irish and British
collections are housed on level
1, with the National Portrait
Gallery on the mezzanine
level. The European schools
are located on level 2, with
changing special exhibitions
installed in the adjacent
Millennium Wing.

Mezzanine
level

% For the Road
The Yeats Museum houses works by Jack B
Yeats (1871-1957) and bis family. This
mysterious painting reflects the artist’s
obsession with the Sligo countryside.

The Shaw Room

is an elegant hall,
lined with full-length
portraits, dating from
the 17th century
onwards, and lit by

STAR PAINTINGS

% The Taking of Christ
by Caravaggio

% Pierrot by Juan Gris magnificent

Waterford Crystal

% For the Road
by Jack Yeats

chandeliers.

% Pierrot

This Cubist-style
work, by Spanish-
born artist Juan Gris,
is one of many vari-
ations be painted on
the theme of Pierrot
and Havlequin. This
particular one dates
from 1921.

Merrion Square
entrance

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8
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% The Taking of Christ
Rediscovered in a Dublin
Jesuit house in 1990, this
1602 composition by
Caravaggio has enbanced
the gallery’s reputation.

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

Clare Street, Merrion Square West.
Map E4. Tel 667 5133. m DART
to Pearse. [ 5, 7, 45, 48A. ]

9:30am-5:30pm Mon-Wed, Fri &
Sat, 9:30am-8:30pm Thu, noon—
5:30pm Sun. [@) Good Fri, 24-26
Dec. I for special exhibitions. g&f
3 www nationalgallery.ie

The Millennium Wing, a new
airy entrance court, has
provided the gallery with
space to showcase major
travelling shows.

Judith with the
Head of Holofernes

This monochrome image by
Andrea Mantegna (c. 1431-
1500) depicts the decapitation
of an Assyrian chief.

Level 1

The Sick Call

Painted in a Pre-Raphaelite style by Matthew James
Lawless, this 1863 canvas evokes the suffering of the
Irish population in the years following the Famine.

f

Entrance level

Irish-Schoo! French-School

British-School (pani h School

Portraiture Northern-Et ropean Schools.

European Sculpture and

Decorative Art:

Barogu
G

Tampnrar} exhibition:
Print Room

Ooo|ooim

Main entrance Non-exhibition space

(Clare Street) ltalian-School

OO0 Oj|E|o|o
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SOUTHWEST DUBLIN

he area around Dublin Castle

was first settled in prehistoric

times, and it was from here that
the city grew. Dublin gets its name
from the dark pool (Dubb Linn)
which formed at the conflu- 4
ence of the Liffey and the
Poddle, a river which once
ran through the site of

Dublin Castle. It is now

channelled undergro

and trickles out into the

Liffey by Grattan Bridge.
Archaeological excavations
behind Wood Quay, on the
banks of the Liffey, reveal

und

Memorial to Turlough
O’Carolan in
St Patrick’s Cathedral

that the Vikings established

a trading settlement here around 841.

Following Strongbow’s invasion of
1170, a medieval city began to emerge;
the Anglo-Normans built strong defen-
sive walls around the castle. A small

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

reconstructed section of these old city
walls can be seen at St Audoen’s
Church. More conspicuous reminders
of the Anglo-Normans are provided
by the grand medieval Christ
Church Cathedral
Treland’s largest church, St
Patrick’s Cathedral. When
the city expanded to the
north and east during the
Georgian era, the narrow
cobbled streets of Temple

and

Bar became a quarter of

skilled craftsmen and mer-

chants. Today this area is
considered to be the trendi-
est part of town, and is home

to a variety of “alternative” shops and
cafés. The Powerscourt Townhouse,
an elegant 18th-century mansion, has
been converted into one of the city’s
best shopping centres.

Museums and Libraries

Chester Beatty Library and
Gallery of Oriental Art @

Dublinia and the Viking
World @

Marsh’s Library @

Historic Buildings

City Hall @

Dublin Castle pp76-7 @
Powerscourt Townhouse @
Tailors’ Hall @

KEY

Father Mathew
Bridge

] Street-by-Street map
See pp74-5

Historic Streets
Temple Bar @
Wood Quay @

Churches

Christ Church Cathedral
pp80-81 @

St Audoen’s Church @

St Patrick’s Cathedral @

Whitefriar Street Carmelite
Church @

.
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<] Temple Bar, a centre for the arts and a popular meeting spot for young Dubliners
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Street-by-Street: Southwest Dublin

Despite its wealth of ancient buildings, such as
Dublin Castle and Christ Church Cathedral,
this part of Dublin lacks the sleek appeal of
the neighbouring streets around Grafton
Street. In recent years, however,
redevelopment has helped to rejuvenate the
area, especially around Temple Bar, where
the attractive cobbled streets are lined with
interesting shops, galleries and cafés.

Sunlight Chambers

were huilt in 1900 for

the Lever Brothers
company. The
delightful terracotta
decoration on the

¥ facade advertises

their main business
of soap manufacturing.

Wood Quay
This is where the Vikings
established their first

permanent settlement in
TIreland around 841 @

% Christ Church Cathedral
Huge family monments e
including that of the \
19th Earl of Kildare
can be found in
Ireland’s oldest cath-
edral, which also bas a
Jfascinating crypt @

St Werburgh’s Church
An ornate interior hides behind
the somewhat drab exterior of
this 18th-century church,

City Hall

Originally built as the
Royal Exchange in A
1779. the city’s muni-
cipal beadquarters is

Dublinia

Medieval Dublin is fronted by a huge
the subject of this Corinthian portico @
interactive museum,

located in the !: % Dublin Castle

former Synod Hall The Drawing Room, with its

of the Church of Waterford crystal chandelier, is

Ireland. 1t is linked
to Christ Church by
a bridge @

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8

part of a suite of luxurious rooms
built in the 18th century for the
Viceroys of Ireland @



SOUTHWEST DUBLIN 75

O'Connell

Ha’penny Bridge Bridge

Millennium
Bridge

SOUTHWEST
DUBLIN

SOUTHEAST
DUBLIN

LOCATOR MAP
See Dublin map pp118-19

* Temple Bar

This arts and
enleriainments
\'dll\‘l‘rl'(?l occupies
a maze of nar-

i row, cobbled
sireels @

Central Bank
of Ireland

The Covered Market

between Drury Street and
South Great George’s Street is
1 popular spot for buying
second-hand clothes and
antique jewellery.

Powerscourt
. Townhouse
. This shopping
| ' centre is one of
S’ the best places in
i . Dublin to find
Jashion acces-
i sories and arts
T and crafts @

_\ To Grafton Street

= = = Suggested route

Dublin Civic Museum,
set in the former City
Assembly House, has a
wide range of displays STAR SIGHTS
covering the history of
Dublin from pre-Viking % Christ Church

times until the 1960s. Cathedral
The Long Hall is a magnificent, old- % Dublin Castle
fashioned pub. Behind the narrow 0 metres 50
room’s long bar stands a bewildering e — % Temple Bar

array of antique clocks. 0 yards 50
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Dublin Castle @

.+~ For seven centuries Dublin Castle was a symbol of
4 English rule, ever since the Anglo-Normans built
. a fortress here in the 13th century. All that
remains of the original structure is the Record
s Tower and the butt of the Powder Tower.
Following a fire in 1684, the Surveyor-General,
Sir William Robinson, laid down the plans for the
Upper and Lower Castle Yards in their present
form. On the first floor of the south side of the
stPatrickby  Upper Yard are the luxury State Apartments,
Edward Smyth  jpcluding St Patrick’s Hall. These rooms, with
Killybegs carpets and chandeliers of Waterford glass, served
as home to the British-appointed Viceroys of Ireland.

Figure of Justice

Facing the Upper Yard

* Throne 'Room above the main entrance
This room is the grandest from Cork Hill, this statue
of the state apartments “aroused much cynicism
and contains a throne among Dubliners, who
Jirst installed for the felt she was turning ber

visit of King George IV back on the city.
in 1821.

Bedford Tower

(1761) \ik

Entrance
from
Cork Hill

Portrait

: alleryt ) |

Wedgwood -
Room R

Entrance to
State Apartments |

Bermingham
Tower dates from
the 13th century.
It was turned into
an elegant supper
room around 1777.

Entrance to
Upper Yard

The treasury

Octagonal building
Tower (c. 1812) contructed in
1717 (is the

- oldest dedicated
office block in
Dublin).

Record Tower (1226)

% St Patrick’s Hall
This ball, with its banners of
the now defunct Knights of St
Patrick, has ceiling paintings

The Chapel Royal was
completed in 1814 by
Francis Johnston. The 100

by Vincenzo Valdré (1778), heads on the exterior of this
symbolizing the relationship Neo-Gothic church were
between Britain and Ireland. carved by Edward Smyth.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8
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VISITORS® CHECKLIST

Off Dame St. Map C3. Tel 677
7129. @ 49, 56A, 77, 77A, 123.
State Apartments [ ]70am-
4:45pm Mon—fri, 2-4:45pm Sat,
Sun & public hols. [@)] Good Fri,
25-26 Dec, 1 Jan and for State
functions. 7 4 obligatory.
www.dublincastle.ie

ROBERT EMMET

Robert Emmet (1778-1803),
leader of the abortive 1803
rebellion, is remembered as
a heroic champion of Irish
liberty. His plan was to cap-
ture Dublin Castle as a signal
for the country to rise up
against the Act of Union

( see p42). Emmet was de-
tained in the Record Tower
and hanged, but the defiant,
patriotic speech he made
from the dock helped to
inspire future generations
of Irish freedom fighters.

Government
offices

Lower Yard

Dame Street

STAR FEATURES
% St Patrick’s Hall

% Throne Room

Manuscript (1874) from the Holy Koran written by calligrapher

Ahmad Shaikh in Kashmir, Chester Beatty Library

Chester Beatty
Library and Gallery
of Oriental Art @

Clock Tower Building, Dublin Castle.
Tel 407 0750. [ ] 10am-5pm Mon-
Fri (Tue—Fri Oct-Apr), 11am-5pm Sat,
1pm-5pm Sun. [@) Good Fri, 24-26

Dec & public holidays. [] 24 [E

www.cbl.ie

This world-renowned collect-
ion was named European
Museum of the Year in 2002.
It was bequeathed to Ireland
by the American mining mag-
nate and art collector Sir
Alfred Chester Beatty, who
died in 1968. This generous
act no doubt led to his
selection as Ireland’s first
honorary citizen in 1957.
During his lifetime, Beatty
accumulated almost 300 copies
of the Koran, representing the
works of master calligraphers.
Also on display are 6,000-year-
old Babylonian stone tablets,
Greek papyri and biblical
material written in Coptic, the
ancient language of Egypt.
Treasures from the Far East
include a collection of Chinese
jade books — each leaf is made
from thinly cut jade, engraved
with Chinese characters which
are then filled with gold.
Burmese and Siamese art is
represented by the collection
of 18th- and 19th-century
Parabaiks, books of folk tales
with colourful illustrations on
mulberry leaf paper. The
Japanese collection includes
paintings, woodblock prints
and books and scrolls from

the 16th to 18th centuries.
One of the most beautiful
manuscripts in the western
European collection is the
Coétivy Book of Hours, an
illuminated 15th-century
French prayer book.

City Hall ®

Cork Hill, Dame St. Map C3. Tel 222
2204. [] 10am-5:15pm Mon-Sat,
2pm-5pm Sun and public holidays.
Good Fri, 24-26 Dec. 4 [ Wl "2

Designed by Thomas Cooley,
this imposing Corinthian-
style building was erected
between 1769 and 1779 as the
Royal Exchange. It was taken
over by Dublin Corporation
in 1852 as a meeting place for
the city council — a role it
keeps to this day.

The building has recently
been restored to its original
condition and a permanent
exhibition on the city’s history,
Dublin City Hall — The Story
of the Capital, is housed on
the lower ground floor.

| = -
City Hall from Parliament Street
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Interior of Powerscourt Townhouse
Shopping Centre

Powerscourt
Townhouse O

South William St. Map D4. Tel 671
7000. [] 10am-6pm Mon-~Fri (Spm
Thu), 9am-6pm Sat, noon-6pm Sun. See
also Shopping in Ireland pp352-5.
WWW.powerscourtcentre.com

Completed in 1774 by Robert
Mack, this grand mansion was
built as the city home of
Viscount Powerscourt, who
also had a country estate at
Enniskerry (see pp134-5).
Granite from the Powerscourt
estate was used in its construc-
tion. Today the building houses
one of Dublin’s best shopping
centres. Inside it still features
the original grand mahogany
staircase, and detailed plaster-
work by Michael Stapleton.
The building became a drap-
ery warehouse in the 1830s,
and major restoration during

the 1960s turned it into a
centre of specialist galleries,
antique shops, jewellery stalls,
cafés and other shop units. The
enclosed central courtyard,
topped by a glass dome, is a
popular meeting place with
Dubliners. The centre can also
be reached from Grafton Street
down the Johnson Court alley.

Temple Bar ©

Map C3. Temple Bar Information
Tel 677 2255 Entertainment in
Dublin p114. Project 39 East Essex
Street. Tel 881 9613. Irish Film
Institute 6 Eustace Street. Tel 679
3477 or 679 5744. [&] Diversions,
(May-Sep). www.temple-bar.ie

Some of Dublin’s best night
spots, restaurants and unusual
shops line these narrow,
cobbled streets running
between the Bank of Ireland
(see p60) and Christ Church
Cathedral. In the 18th century
the area was home to many
insalubrious characters —
Fownes Street was noted for
its brothels. It was also the
birthplace of parliamentarian
Henry Grattan (see p40).
Skilled craftsmen and artisans,
such as clockmakers and
printers, lived and worked
around Temple Bar until post-
war industrialization led to a
decline in the area’s fortunes.
In the 1970s, the CIE (the
national transport authority)
bought up parcels of land in
this area to build a major
bus depot. Before building,
the CIE rented out, on cheap
leases, some of the old retail
and warehouse premises to

Strolling through the streets of Temple Bar

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8

young artists and to record,
clothing and book shops. The
area developed an “alternative”
identity and when the
development plans were
scrapped the artists and
retailers stayed on. Described
by some cynics as the city’s
“officially designated arts
zone”, Temple Bar today is an
exciting place with bars,
restaurants, shops and several
galleries. Stylish residential
and commercial development
is contributing further to the
area’s appeal.

Highlights include the
Project, a highly respected
venue for avant garde perform-
ance art; and the Irish Film
Institute, which shows art
house and independent
films, and has a popular
restaurant/bar and shop.

Nearby Meeting House
Square is one of the venues
for Diversions, a summer
programme of free outdoor
concerts, theatre and film
screenings. The National
Photographic Archive and

A pub in Temple Bar

Gallery of Photography are
also on the square and there
is an excellent organic food
market here on Saturdays,
where you can sample
oysters, salmon, cheese and
other local produce.

Wood Quay 0

Map B3.

Named after the timber
supports used to reclaim the
land, Wood Quay has
undergone excavations
revealing the remains of one
of the earliest Viking villages in
Ireland (see p79). It is hoped
that part of the excavated area
will eventually be open to
public view.

Viking artifacts can be seen
at the Dublinia exhibition (see
»79) and at the National
Museum (see pp66-7).
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Former Synod Hall, now home to the Dublinia exhibition

Christ Church
Cathedral @

See pp80-81.

Dublinia and the
Viking World @

St Michael’s Hill. Map B3. Tel 679
4611. [ Apr-Sep: 10am-5pm daily;
Oct-Mar: 11am-4pm Mon—fri, 10am—
4pm Sat, Sun & public hols.
23-26 Dec, 17 Mar. 7] charge to
enter Christ Church Cathedral via
bridge. [2 www.dublinia.ie

Managed by the Medieval
Trust, the Dublinia exhibition
covers the formative period
of Dublin’s history from the
arrival of the Anglo-Normans

in 1170 to the closure of the
monasteries in the 1540s (see
p38). The exhibition is housed
in the Neo-Gothic Synod Hall,
which, up until 1983, was
home to the ruling body of
the Church of Ireland. The
building and the hump-backed
bridge linking it to Christ
Church Cathedral date from
the 1870s. Before Dublinia was
established in 1993, the Synod
Hall was used as a nightclub.
The exhibition is entered via
the basement where visitors
walk through life-size recon-
structions of the Medieval City.
These depict major events in
Dublin’s history, such as the
Black Death and the rebellion
of Silken Thomas (see p38).
The ground floor houses a
large scale model of Dublin
in around 1500, a display of

THE VIKINGS IN DUBLIN

just north of the river.

Viking raiders arrived in Ireland in the late 8th century and
founded Dublin in 841. They built a fort where the River
Poddle met the Liffey at a black pool (Dubh Linn), on the
site of Dublin Castle. They also established a settlement
along the banks of the Liffey at Wood Quay (see p78).
Much of their trade was based on silver, slaves and piracy.
Following their defeat by Brian Bori at the Battle of
Clontarf in 1014 (see p34), the Vikings integrated fully with
the local Irish, adopting Christian beliefs. After Strongbow’s
Anglo-Norman invasion in 1170 (see p36), the flourishing
Hiberno-Viking trading community declined, and many
were banished to a separate colony called Oxmanstown,

artifacts from the Wood Quay
excavation, and reconstruc-
tions including the inside of
a late medieval merchant’s
kitchen. There are also infor-
mation panels on the themes of
trade, merchants and religion.
Dublinia has expanded to
include the Viking World,
an exhibition revealing the
facts that lie behind the myths
surrounding the Vikings.

The 60-m (200-ft) high St
Michael’s Tower offers one
of the best vantage points
for views across the city.

St Audoen’s
Church @

High St, Cornmarket. Map B3.
Tel 677 0088. [ ] Jun-Sep. 173 I3

Tower of St Audoen’s Church

Designated a national monu-
ment and open for visitors
throughout the summer
months, St Audoen’s is the
earliest surviving medieval
church in Dublin.

The 15th-century nave
remains intact and the three
bells date from 1423. The
church stands in an attractive
churchyard with well-
maintained lawns and shrubs.
To the rear of the churchyard,
steps lead down to St
Audoen’s Arch, the only
remaining gateway of the
old city. Flanking the gate
are restored sections of the
13th-century city walls.

Next door stands St
Audoen’s Roman Catholic
Church, which was built in
the 1840s. The two Pacific
clam shells by the front door
hold holy water.
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Christ Church Cathedral @

Christ Church Cathedral
was established by the
Hiberno-Norse king of
Dublin, Sitric “Silkbeard”,
and the first bishop of Dublin,
Dunan. It was rebuilt by the
Anglo-Norman archbishop, John
ArmmsonLord Cumin in 1186, It is the cathedral
Mayor'spew  for the Church of Treland
(Anglican) diocese of Dublin and Glendalough.
By the 19th century it was in a bad state of
repair, but was completely remodelled by
architect George Street in the 1870s. The vast
12th-century crypt was restored in 2000.

% Medieval Lectern
This beautiful brass
lectern in the novth

transept. was hand-
wrought durving the Middle

Ages. A matching lectern

stands on the noith side of the
nave. in front of the pulpit.

The Lord Mayor's pew is usually kept in the
north aisle, but is moved to the front of the
nave when used by Dublin's civic
dignitaties. Tt features a carving of the city
h arms and 4 stand for the civic mace,
k

Great Nave

The 25-m (68-f) bigh nave bas
some fine early Gothic archAe&
On the north side, the b
original 13th-century 'Ih
wall leans out by as -~
much as 50cm /.
(18 in) dueto |
the weight of

the roof.

Entrance

STAR FEATURES

The bridge (o * Crypt
= —== the Synod Hall
* Strongbow Monument was added when % Medieval Lectern
The large effigy in chain armour is probably the cathedral was
not Strongbow. However, bis remains are being rebuilt in % Strongbow
buried in the cathedral and the curious half- the 1870s. Monument

Sfigure may be part of bis original tomb.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8
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- Chapel of $t Laud
The casket on the wall
conlains the beart of
St Lawrence O’Toole.
The chapel features
original medieval
Sloor tiles.

VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

Christchurch Place. Map B3.
Tel 677 8099. [ 50, 66, 77 &
many other routes. [ ] Jun-Aug:
9am-6pm; Jan-May, Sep-Dec:
9:45am-5pm. [@) 26 Dec. 17
E3 712:45pm Mon~Fri, 11am &
3:30pm Sun (and see notices on
board at gate). [ limited.

The Lady Chapel is used to
celebrate the daily Eucharist.

* Crypt

S, This decorated
% plate by Francis
Garthorne is
partofa
collection
presented to
Christ Church

King William III
_ to mark bis victory
at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690.

The foundations of the “Romanesque Doorway
original-Chapter ITouse Leading to the south transept,
dateback to the carly this ornately carved doorway is
; 3t cenuny. one of the finest examples of
12th-century Irish stonework.

TIMELINE
A 1240 Completion of 1600 Shopkeepers 1689 King
stone cathedral rent crypt space James 11 of 1983 Cathedral
1038 Construction England ceases using
of original wooden worships in Synod Hall
Viking cathedral 1541 King Henry VIII alters cathedral
constitution of cathedral
1000 [ 1200 1400 1600 [ 1800
F 1742 Choir participates in 1871 Major
1186 The first first performance of rebuilding of
Anglo-Norman Meeting between Handel's Messiah the cathedral
archbishop, John Lambert Simnel begins,
Cumin, begins and the Earl 1487 Coronation of including
work on the new of Kildare 10-year-old Tambert Simnel Synod Hall

cathedral. (see p37) as King of England and bridge
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Tailors’ Hall ®

Back Lane. Map B4. Tel 454 1786.
[3 9am-5pm Mon-~Fri. www.
antaisce.org

Dublin’s only surviving guild-
hall preserves a delightful
corner of old Dublin in an
otherwise busy redevelopment
zone. Built in 1706, it stands
behind a limestone arch in a
quiet cobbled yard. The build-
ing is the oldest guildhall in
Ireland and was used by
various trade groups including
hosiers, saddlers and barber-
surgeons as well as tailors. It
also hosted political meetings
— Wolfe Tone addressed a
public United Irishmen rally
here before the 1798 rebellion
(see p41). The building closed
in the early 1960s due to
neglect, but an appeal by
Desmond Guinness saw it
refurbished. It now houses An
Taisce (the Irish National Trust).

St Patrick’s Cathedral with Minot’s Tower and spire

St Patrick’s
Cathedral @

St Patrick’s Close. Map B4. Tel 453

9472. [[] Mar-Oct: 9am-5pm Mon-
Fri, 9am-5:30pm Sat & Sun, Nov—Feb:
9am-6pm Mon—Fri, 9am-3pm Sat &

Sun. E 72am & 3:15pm Sun. Tours
are not admitted during services. 7
www stpatrickscathedral.ie

Ireland’s largest church was
founded beside a sacred well
where St Patrick is said to
have baptized converts
around AD 450. A stone slab
bearing a Celtic cross and
covering the well was un-
earthed over a century ago. It
is now preserved in the west
end of the cathedral’s nave.
The original building was just
a wooden chapel and
remained so until 1192 when
Archbishop John Comyn

Facade of Tailors’ Hall, home
of the Irish National Trust

JONATHAN SWIFT (1667-1745)

Jonathan Swift was born in Dublin and
educated at Trinity College ( see
pp62-3). He left for England in
1689, but returned in 1694 when
his political career failed. Back in
Treland he began a life in the
church, becoming Dean of St
Patrick’s in 1713. In addition to
his clerical duties, Swift was a
prolific political commentator —
his best-known work, Gulliver’s
Travels, contains a bitter satire on
Anglo-Irish relations. Swift’s personal
life, particularly his friendship with two

younger women, Ester Johnson, better known as Stella, and
Hester Vanhomrigh, attracted criticism. In his final years, Swift
suffered from Méniere’s disease — an illness

of the ear which led many to believe him insane.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8

rebuilt the cathedral in stone.
Over the centuries, St Patrick’s
came to be seen as the
people’s church, while the
older Christ Church Cathedral
(see pp8SO-81) nearby was
more associated with the
British establishment. In the
mid-17th century, Huguenot
refugees from France arrived
in Dublin, and were given the
Lady Chapel by the Dean and
Chapter as their place of wor-
ship. The chapel was separated
from the rest of the cathedral
and used by the Huguenots
until the late 18th century.
Today St Patrick’s Cathedral is
the Protestant Church of
Ireland’s national cathedral.
Much of the present building
dates back to work completed
between 1254 and 1270. The
cathedral suffered over the
centuries from desecration,
fire and neglect but, thanks to
the generosity of Sir Benjamin
Guinness, it underwent exten-
sive restoration during the
1860s. The building is 91 m
(300 ft) long; at the western
end is a 43-m (141-ft) tower,
restored by Archbishop Minot
in 1370 and now known as
Minot’s Tower. The spire was
added in the 18th century.
The interior is dotted with
busts, brasses and monuments.
A leaflet available at the front
desk helps identify them. The
largest, most colourful and
elaborate tomb was dedicated
to the Boyle family in the
17th century. Erected by
Richard Boyle, Earl of Cork, in
memory of his second wife
Katherine, it is decorated with
painted figures of his family,
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including his wife’s parents.
Other famous citizens remem-
bered in the church include
the harpist Turlough O’Carolan
(1670-1738) (see p24) and
Douglas Hyde (1860-1949),
the first President of Ireland.

Many visitors come to see
the memorials associated with
Jonathan Swift, the satirical
writer and Dean of St Patrick’s.
In the north transept is “Swift's
Corner”, containing various
memorabilia such as an altar
table and a bookcase holding
his death mask and various
pamphlets. A self-penned
epitaph can be found on the
wall on the southwest side of
the nave. A few steps away,
two brass plates mark his
grave and that of his beloved
Stella, who died in 1728.

At the west end of the nave
is an old door with a hole in
it — a relic from a feud which
took place between the Lords
Kildare and Ormonde in 1492.
The latter took refuge in the
Chapter House, but a truce
was soon made and a hole
was cut in the door by Lord
Kildare so that the two could
shake hands in friendship.

Marsh’s Library @

St Patrick’s Close. Map B4.

Tel 454 3511. [ ] 10am-1pm &
2-5pm Mon & Wed-fri, 10:30am-
1pm Sat. [@) Tue & Sun, 10 days at
Christmas & public hols. 2]
www.marshlibrary.ie

The oldest public library in
Ireland was built in 1701 for
the Archbishop of Dublin,
Narcissus Marsh. It was
designed by Sir William
Robinson, architect of much
of Dublin Castle (see pp76-
7) and the Royal Hospital
Kilmainham (see p97).

Inside, the bookcases are
topped by a mitre and feature
carved gables with lettering in
gold leaf. To the rear of the
library are wired alcoves (or
“cages”) where readers were
locked in with rare books.

The collection, from the 16th,
17th and early 18th centuries,
includes irreplaceable volumes,
such as Bishop Bedell’s 1685
translation of the Old Testa-
ment into Irish and Clarendon’s
History of the Rebellion, with
anti-Scottish margin notes

by Jonathan Swift.

Statue of Virgin and Child in
Whitefriar Street Carmelite Church

Whitefriar Street
Carmelite Church ®

56 Aungier St. Map C4. Tel 475 8821.
[ 8am-6:30pm Mon & Wed-Fri,
8am-9pm Tue, 8am-7pm Sat, 8am—
7:30pm Sun, 9:30am—1pm public hols.
www.carmelites.ie

Designed by George
Papworth, this Catholic
church was built in 1827. Tt
stands alongside the site of a
Medieval Carmelite foundation
of which nothing remains.

In contrast to the two
Church of Treland cathedrals,
St Patrick’s and Christ Church,
which are usually full of
tourists, this church is frequen-
ted by city worshippers. Every
day they come to light candles
to various saints, including St
Valentine — the patron saint of
lovers. His remains, previously
buried in the cemetery of St
Hippolytus in Rome, were
offered to the church as a gift
from Pope Gregory XVI in
1836. Today they rest beneath
the commemorative statue of
St Valentine, which stands in
the northeast corner of the
church beside the high altar.

Nearby is a Flemish oak
statue of the Virgin and Child,
dating from the late 15th or
early 16th century. It may have
belonged to St Mary’s Abbey
(see p93) and is believed to
be the only wooden statue of
its kind to escape destruction
when Ireland’s monasteries
were sacked at the time of
the Reformation (see p38).
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NORTH OF

ublin’s northside was the
last part of the city to be
developed during the 18th
century. The city authorities
envisioned an area of wide,
leafy avenues, but the reality of
today’s heavy traffic has rather
spoiled their original plans.
Nonetheless, O’Connell Street, *
lined with fine statues and
monuments, is an impressive
thoroughfare. This is where Dubliners
come to shop and some of the adjacent
streets, particularly Moore Street, have
a colourful parade of stalls and street
vendors offering cut-price tobacco.
Some public buildings, such as James
Gandon’s glorious Custom House and
majestic Four Courts, together with the

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Statue of James Joyce
on Earl Street North

THE LIFFEY

historic General Post Office
(see p89), add grace to the
area. The Rotunda Hospital,
=" Europe’s first purpose-built
maternity hospital, is another
_ fine building. Dublin’s two
most celebrated theatres,
the Abbey and the Gate, act
as a cultural magnet, as do
the Dublin Writers Museum
and the James Joyce Cultural
Centre, two museums dedicated to
writers who lived in the city.
Some of the city’s finest Georgian
streetscapes are found in the north of
the city. Many have been neglected for
decades, but thankfully some areas,
most notably North Great George’s
Street, are undergoing restoration.

i

Museums and Galleries

85

Historic Streets and Bridges

Dublin Writers Museum @ Ha’penny Bridge @

Churches
St Mary’s Abbey @

Hugh Lane Municipal Gallery

O’Connell Street @

of Modern Art @®
Old Jameson’s Distillery @
James Joyce Cultural Centre @

Smithfield @
Theatres

Historic Buildings
Custom House @
Four Courts B
King’s Inns @
Rotunda Hospital @

Gate Theatre @
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Abbey Theatre @

St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral @
St Michan’s Church @

Parks and Gardens
Garden of Remembrance @

<] Portico of the Custom House, illuminated at night
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Street-by-Street: Around O’Connell Street

Throughout the Georgian era, James Joyce
O’Connell Street was very Cultural Centre

much the fashionable part This well-restored
of Dublin to live in. How- Georgian toun
ever, the 1916 Easter Rising house conlains a
destroyed many of the fine small Joyce

buildings along the street, museum @
including much of the

Detail of pavement 4
mosaic, Moore street  General Post Office — only  parnell

its original facade still stands. Today, this Monument

main thoroughfare is lined with shops and emn

businesses. Other attractions nearby
include St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral and
James Gandon’s Custom House,
overlooking the Liffey.

Gate Theatre
Founded in 1928, the Gale is
renowned for its productions
of contemporary drama @

: ' 508
Rotunda Hospital
Housed in the Rotunda Iospital is a
chapel built in the 1750s to the design of
Richard Cassels. It features lovely stained-
glass windouws, fluted columns, panelling
and intricate iron balustrades @

=

The Monument of Light,

& Moore Street Market

is the busicst of the an‘clcg‘am stainless steel e N
streets off O'Connell. spire, rises to 120 m (394 fO7 =Y
Be prepared for the = \

shrill cries of the stall The General Post Office, the = N A
holders offering an grandest building on G\
enormous variety of O'Connell Street, was the "/jg\"

fresh fruit, vegetables centre of the 1916 Rising. = '-rm
W and cut flowers. /3@
o James Larkin Statue (1981)
KEY

== Suggested route

] Luas stop STAR SIGHTS

F Tourist information

% Custom House

0 metres 50
e — % O’Connell Street
0 yards 50

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8
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St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral
Built around 1825, this is
Dublin’s main place of
worship for Catholics. The
plasiter relief above the
altar in the sanctuary
depicts The Ascension @

NORTH OF
THE LIFFEY |

SOUTHWEST
DUBLIN SOUTHEAST
DUBLIN

LOCATOR MAP
See Dublin map pp118-19

The statue of James Joyce (1990), by
Marjorie Fitzgibbon, commemorates one
of Ireland's most famous novelists. Born in
Dublin in 1882, he catalogued the people
and streets of Dublin in Dubliners and in
his most celebrated work, Ufysses.

Abbey Theatre

Ireland’s national * O’Connell Street
theatre is known This monument to Daniel
throughout the world O Connell by Jobn Foley took
Jor its productions by 19 years to cv'ompleteﬁbm the
Ivish playwrights, laying of its foundation
such as Sean O’°Casey ’ stone in 1864 @

and JM Synge @ e

% Custom House

- This grolesque bead, by
el Edward Smyth, symbolizes
Bridge the River Liffey. It is one of
Y 14 carved keystones that
To Trinity College adorn the building @
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llluminated facade of the Custom House reflected in the Liffey

Custom House @

Custom House Quay. Map E2 Tel
888 2538. [ mid-Mar-Oct: 10am-
12:30pm Mon-Fri, 2-5pm Sat-Sun
(Nov-mid-Mar: Wed-Fri & Sun). ™ on
weekdays only. www.visitdublin.com

This majestic building was
designed as the Custom
House by the English architect
James Gandon. However, just
nine years after its completion,
the 1800 Act of Union (see p42)
transferred the customs and
excise business to London,
rendering the building
practically obsolete. In 1921,
supporters of Sinn Féin cele-
brated their election victory
by setting light to what they
saw as a symbol of British
imperialism. The fire blazed
for five days causing extensive
damage. Reconstruction took
place in 1926, although further
deterioration meant that the
building was not completely
restored until 1991, when it re-
opened as government offices.
The main facade is made up
of pavilions at each end with
a Doric portico in its centre.
The arms of Ireland crown the
two pavilions and a series of
14 allegorical heads, by Dublin
sculptor Edward Smyth, form
the keystones of arches and
entrances. These heads depict
Ireland’s main rivers and the
Atlantic Ocean. Topping the
central copper dome is a
statue of Commerce, while the

north facade is decorated with
figures representing Europe,
Africa, America and Asia.

The best view of the building
is from the south of the Liffey
beyond Matt Talbot Bridge.

Abbey Theatre @

Lower Abbey St. Map E2. Tel 878
7222. [] for performances only. Box
office [ ] 710:30am-7pm Mon-Sat. See
also Entertainment in Dublin p108.
www.abbeytheatre.ie

Logo of the Abbey Theatre

Founded in 1898 with WB
Yeats and Lady Gregory as co-
directors, the Abbey staged its
first play in 1904. The early
years of this much lauded
national theatre witnessed
works by WB Yeats, JM Synge
and Sean O’Casey. Many were
controversial: nationalist sensi-
tivities were severely tested in
1926 during the premiere of
O’Casey’s The Plough and the

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8

Stars when the flag of the Irish
Free State appeared on stage
in a scene which featured a
pub frequented by prostitutes.

While presenting the work
of eminent foreign authors
from time to time, the prime
objective of the Abbey &
Peacock Theatres is to
provide a performance space
for Irish dramatic writing.
Some of the most acclaimed
performances have been Brian
Friel's Dancing at Lughnasa
and Translations, Patrick
Kavanagh’s Tarry Flynn, Dion
Boucicault’s The Colleen
Bawn and Hugh Leonard’s
Love in the Title.

O’Connell Street ©

Map D1-D2.

O’Connell Street is very
different from the original
plans of Irish aristocrat Luke
Gardiner. When he bought
the land in the mid-18th
century, Gardiner envisioned
a grand residential parade
with an elegant mall running
along its centre. Such plans
were short-lived. The con-
struction of Carlisle (now
O’Connell) Bridge in 1790
transformed the street into the
city’s main north-south route.
Also, several buildings were
destroyed during the 1916
Easter Rising and the Irish
Civil War. Since the 1960s
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many of the old buildings
have been replaced by the
plate glass and neon of fast
food joints, amusement
arcades and chain stores.

A few venerable buildings
remain, such as the General
Post Office (1818), Gresham
Hotel (1817), Clery’s depart-
ment store (1822) and the
Royal Dublin Hotel, part of
which occupies the street’s
only original town house.

A walk down the central
mall is the most enjoyable
way to see the street’s mix of
architectural styles and take a
close look at the series of
monuments lining the route.
At the south end
stands a massive
monument to Daniel
O’Connell (see p42),
unveiled in 1882. The
street, which throughout
the 19th century had
been called Sackville
Street, was renamed
after O’Connell in 1922.
Higher up, almost facing
the General Post Office,
is an animated statue of
James Larkin (1867—
1943), leader of the
Dublin general strike
in 1913. The next
statue is of Father
Theobald Mathew
(1790-1856), founder of the
Pioneer Total Abstinence

Statue of James
Larkin (1981) in
O’Connell Street

Movement. At the north end of
the street is the obelisk-shaped
monument to
Charles Stewart
Parnell (1846—
91), who was leader
of the Home Rule
Party and known as the

“uncrowned King of

Ireland” (see p43). A

new addition to
O’Connell Street is the
Monument of Light,
erected on the site where
Nelson’s column used
to be. It is a stainless
steel, conical spire
which tapers from a
3-metre diameter base
to a 10 cm pointed tip of
optical glass at a height of 120
metres (394 ft).

Irish Life magazine cover show-
ing the 1916 Easter Rising

THE GENERAL POST OFFICE (GPO)

Built in 1818 halfway along
O’Connell Street, the GPO
became a symbol of the
1916 Irish Rising. Members
of the Irish Volunteers and
Irish Citizen Army seized the
building on Easter Monday,
and Patrick Pearse (see p44)
read out the Proclamation of
the Irish Republic from its
steps. The rebels remained
inside for a week, but shelling
from the British eventually
forced them out. At first,
many Irish people viewed
the Rising unfavourably.
However, as WB Yeats wrote,
matters “changed utterly”
and a “terrible beauty was
born” when, during the

South end of O’Connell Street with monument to Daniel O'Connell

following weeks, 14 of the leaders were caught and shot at
Kilmainham Gaol (see p97). Inside the building is a sculpture
of the mythical Irish warrior Clchulainn (see p26), dedicated
to those who died for their part in the Easter Rising.

!

St Mary’s
Pro-Cathedral ©

Marlborough St. Map D2. Tel 874
5441. [] 7:30am-6:45pm Mon-~Fri
(7:15pm Sat), 9am-1:45pm & 5:30pm-
~7:45pm Sun. www .procathedral.ie

Dedicated in 1825 before
Catholic emancipation (see
p42), St Mary’s backstreet site
was the best the city’s Anglo-
Irish leaders would allow a
Catholic cathedral.

The facade is based on a
Greek temple. Doric columns
support a pediment with
statues of St Mary, St Patrick
and St Laurence O’Toole, 12th-
century Archbishop of Dublin
and patron saint of the city.
Inside, one striking feature is
the intricately carved high altar.

St Mary’s has a great musical
tradition and is home to the
famous Palestrina Choir, with
which the great tenor John
McCormack (see p24) began
his career in 1904. The choir
still sings on Sundays at 11am.

Austere Neo-Classical interior
of St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral
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James Joyce
Cultural Centre @

35 North Great George's St.

Map D1. Tel 878 8547. D 10am-
5pm Tue-Sat. 1 Jan, Good Fri,
22-31 Dec & public hols. 7 3
WWW._jamesjoyce.ie

This agreeable stop on the
literary tourist trail is primarily
a meeting place for Joyce
enthusiasts, but is also worth
visiting for its Georgian
interior. The centre is in a
1784 town house which was
built for the Earl of Kenmare.
Michael Stapleton, one of the
greatest stuccoers of his time,
contributed to the plasterwork,
of which the friezes are
particularly noteworthy.

The centre’s permanent and
temporary exhibitions interpret
and illuminate aspects of
Joyce’s life and work. Among
the displays are biographies of
real people on whom Joyce
based his characters. Professor
Dennis ] Maginni, a peripheral
character in Ulysses, ran a
dancing school from this town
house. Leopold and Molly
Bloom, the central characters
of Ulysses, lived a short walk
away at No. 7 Eccles Street.
The centre also organizes
walking tours of Joyce’s Dublin.

At the top of the road, on
Great Denmark Street, is the
Jesuit-run Belvedere College
attended by Joyce between
1893 and 1898. He recalls his
unhappy schooldays there in
A Portrait of the Artist as a
Young Man. The college’s
interior contains some of
Stapleton’s best and most
colourful plasterwork (1785).

JAMES JOYCE (1882-1941)

Born in Dublin, Joyce spent
most of his adult life in Europe.
He used the city of Dublin as
the setting for all his major
works including Dubliners,

A Portrait of the Artist as a
Young Man and Ulysses. Joyce
claimed that if the city was
ever destroyed it could be re-
created through the pages of
Ulysses. However, the Irish

and banned it until the 1960s.

branded the book pornographic

Gate Theatre O

1 Cavendish Row. Map D1. [] for
performances only. Box office Tel

874 4045. [ ] 10am-7pm Mon-Sat.
See also Entertainment in Dublin
pp108. www.gate-theatre.ie

Entrance to the Gate Theatre

Renowned for its staging of
contemporary international
drama in Dublin, the Gate
Theatre was founded in 1928
by Hilton Edwards and Micheal
Mac Liammoir. The latter is
now best remembered for The

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8

Importance of Being Oscar, his
long-running one-man show
about the writer Oscar Wilde
(see p22). An early success
was Denis Johnston’s The

Old Lady Says No, so-called
because of the margin notes
made on one of his scripts by
Lady Gregory, founding direc-
tor of the Abbey Theatre (see

p88). Although still noted for

staging new plays, the Gate’s
current output often includes
classic Trish plays. Among the
young talent to get their first
break here were James Mason
and a teenage Orson Welles.

Rotunda Hospital @

Parnell Square West. Map D1.
Tel 873 0700.

Standing in the middle of
Parnell Square is Europe’s first
purpose-built maternity hos-
pital. Founded in 1745 by Dr
Bartholomew Mosse, the design
of the hospital is similar to that
of Leinster House (see p65).
German-born architect Richard
Cassels designed both.

At the east end of the hospi-
tal is the Rotunda, after
which the hospital is named.
It was built in 1764 by John
Ensor as Assembly Rooms to
host fundraising functions and
concerts. Franz Liszt gave a
concert here in 1843.

On the first floor is a chapel
featuring striking stained-glass
windows and exuberant
Rococo plasterwork and
ceiling (1755) by the stuccoer
Bartholomew Cramillion.

Across the road from the
hospital is Conway’s Pub.
Opened in 1745, it is a popular
retreat for expectant fathers.
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Garden of
Remembrance @

Parnell Square. Map C1.
[ dawn-dusk daily.

At the northern end of Parnell
Square is a small, peaceful
park, dedicated to the men
and women who have died in
the pursuit of Irish freedom.
The Garden of Remembrance
marks the spot where several
leaders of the 1916 Easter
Rising were held overnight
before being taken to
Kilmainham Gaol (see p97),
and was also where the Irish
Volunteers movement was
formed in 1913.

Designed by Daithi Hanly,
the garden was opened by
President Eamon de Valera
(see p45) in 1966, to mark the
50th anniversary of the
Easter Rising. In
the centre of the
garden’s well-
kept lawns is a
cruciform pool.
A mosaic on
the floor of the
pool depicts
abandoned, |
broken swords, ﬁl
spears and shields,
symbolizing peace.
The focal point at
one end of the
garden is a large
bronze sculpture
by Oisin Kelly (1971) of the
legendary Children of Lir, who
were changed into swans by
their stepmother (see p27).

Children of Lir in the
Garden of Remembrance

Gallery of Writers at Dublin Writers Museum

Dublin Writers
Museum @

18 Parnell Sq North. Map C1. Tel 872
2077. [] 10am-5pm Mon-Sat; (Jun-
Aug: 10am-6pm Mon-Fri) 11am—
5pm Sun & public hols (last adm: 45
min before closing.) 25 & 26 Dec.
I www.writersmuseum.com

Opened in 1991, the museum
occupies a tasteful 18th-
century town house. There

_are displays relating to Irish

literature in all its forms
from 300 years ago to
the present day. The
exhibits include paintings,
manuscripts, letters,
“ rare editions and
mementoes of many
of Ireland’s finest
authors. There are a
number of temporary exhibits
and a sumptuously decorated
Gallery of Writers upstairs. The
museum also hosts frequent

Beach Scene (c.1876) by Edgar Degas, Hugh Lane Municipal Gallery

poetry readings and lectures.
A good café and a specialist
bookstore, providing an out-
of-print search service, add to
the relaxed, friendly ambience.

Hugh Lane
Municipal Gallery
of Modern Art ®

Charlemont House, Parnell Square
North. Map C1. Tel 222 5550.

[ 9:30am-6pm Tue-Thu, 10am-
5pm Fri & Sat, 11am-5pm Sun.
23-25 Dec & public hols.
www.hughlane.ie

Art collector Sir Hugh Lane
donated his collection of
Impressionist paintings to the
Dublin Corporation in 1905,
but the lack of a suitable
location for them prompted
Lane to begin transferring his
gift to the National Gallery in
London. The Corporation then
proposed Charlemont House
and Lane relented. However,
before Lane’s revised will
could be witnessed, he died
on board the Lusitania (see
p178). This led to a 50-year
dispute which has been
resolved by the Corporation
and the National Gallery
swapping the collection
every five years.

Besides the Lane bequest of
paintings by Degas, Courbet
and Monet, the gallery has an
extensive collection of modern
Irish paintings and a sculpture
hall with work by Rodin and
others. An exciting new
addition is a bequest by John
Edwards of the contents of
Francis Bacon’s London studio.
A new extension doubled the
exhibition space in 2006.
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Detail of wood carving (c.1724) at St Michan’s Church

King’s Inns @

Henrietta St/Constitution Hill.
Map B1. [@) to the public.

This classically proportioned
public building was founded
in 1795 as a place of
residence and study for
barristers. To build it, James
Gandon chose to seal off the
end of Henrietta Street, which
at the time was one of
Dublin’s most fashionable
addresses. Francis Johnston
added the graceful cupola in
1816, and the building was
finally completed in 1817.
Inside is a fine
Dining Hall, and
the Registry of
Deeds (formerly
the Prerogative
Court). The
west facade has
two doorways
flanked by
Classical
caryatids carved
by Edward
Smyth. The male
figure, with book
and quill, repre-
sents the law.
Sadly, much of

s
the area around Caryatid,
Constitution Hill  King’s Inns

is less attractive

than it was in Georgian times.
However, the gardens, which
are open to the public, are
still pleasing.

Smithfield ®

Map A2

Laid out in the mid-17th
century as a marketplace,
Smithfield used to be one of
Dublin’s oldest residential
areas. However, the two and
a half acre space received a
£3.5 million makeover with a

well-designed pedestrian
cobbled plaza. It is used as a
venue for outdoor civic
events and is lit by tall gas
lighting masts. The traditional
horse fair is still held here on
the first Sunday of the month
and is well worth seeing.

Old Jameson’s
Distillery ®

Bow St. Map A2. Tel 807 2355.

[] 9am-6pm daily (last tour: 5:15pm).
Good Friday, 25 & 26 Dec. 73 4
@ 1 www jamesonwhiskey.com

Proof of recent investment in
the emerging Smithfield area
is this large exhibition in a
restored part of John Jameson’s
distillery, which produced
whiskey from 1780 until 1971.
A visit here starts with a video
and further whiskey-related
facts are then explained on a
40-minute tour. This takes you
around displays set out as a
working distillery, with dif-
ferent rooms devoted to the
various stages of production.
The tour guides show how
the Irish process differs from
that of Scotch whisky: here the
barley is dried with clean air,
while in Scotland it is smoked
over peat. The claim is that the
Irish product is a smoother, less
smoky tipple. After the tour,
visitors can test this in the bar.

15

Sampling different brands at
Old Jameson'’s Distillery

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8

St Michan’s
Church ®

Church St. Map B3. Tel 872 4154.
[ mid-Mar-Oct: 10am~12:45pm &
2-4:45pm Mon-Fri, 10am-12:45pm
Sat; Nov—-mid-Mar: 12:30-3:30pm
Mon-Fri, 10am~12:45pm Sat. 7 4

1 & limited.

Largely rebuilt in 1686 on
the site of an 11th-century
Hiberno-Viking church, the
dull facade of St Michan’s
hides a more exciting interior.
Deep in its vaults lie a
number of bodies preserved
because of the dry atmosphere
created by the church’s mag-
nesian limestone walls. Their
wooden caskets, however,
have cracked open, revealing
the intact bodies, complete
with skin and strands of hair.
Among those thought to have
been mummified in this way
are the brothers Henry and
John Sheares, leaders of the
1798 rebellion (see p41), who
were executed that year.
Other less gory attractions
include the magnificent wood
carving of fruits and violins
and other instruments above
the choir. There is also an
organ (1724) on which Handel
is said to have played. It is
thought that the churchyard
contains the unmarked grave
of United Irishman Robert
Emmet (see p77), leader of
the abortive 1803 Rising.

Four Courts ®

Inns Quay. Map B3. Tel 872 5555.
[ 9:30am-12:30pm, 2-4:30pm
Mon~Fri (when courts in session).

Completed in 1796 by James
Gandon, this majestic public
building overlooks the River
Liffey. It was virtually gutted
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120 years later during the Irish
Civil War (see pp44-5) when
government forces
bombarded anti-Treaty rebels
into submission. The adjacent
Public Records Office, with its
irreplaceable collection of
historical and legal documents
dating back to the 12th cen-
tury, was destroyed by fire.
By 1932, the main buildings
were sympathetically restored
using Gandon’s original design.
An imposing copper-covered
lantern dome rises above the
six-columned Corinthian
portico, which is crowned
with the figures of Moses,
Justice, Mercy, Wisdom and
Authority. This central section
is flanked by two wings
containing the four original
courts: Common Pleas,
Chancery, Exchequer and
King’s Bench. You can walk
into the central waiting hall
under the grand dome; an
information panel to the right
of the entrance gives details
about the building’s history.

St Mary’s Abbey ®

Meetinghouse Lane. Map C2.
Tel 872 1490. [] mid-Jun-mid-Sep.
I7] www.heritageireland.ie

Founded by Benedictines in
1139, but transferred to the
Cistercian order just eight
years later, this was one of
the largest and most impor-
tant monasteries in medieval
Ireland. As well as controlling
extensive estates, including

James Gandon'’s Four Courts overlooking the River Liffey

whole villages, mills and
fisheries, the abbey acted as
state treasury and meeting
place for the Council of
Ireland. It was during a
council meeting in St Mary’s
that “Silken Thomas” Fitzgerald
(see p38) renounced his
allegiance to Henry VIII and
marched out to raise the
short-lived rebellion of 1534.
The monastery was dissolved
in 1539 and during the 17th
century the site served as a
quarry. Stone from St Mary’s
was used in the construction
of Essex Bridge (replaced by
Grattan Bridge in 1874), just
to the south of the abbey.

All that remains of the
abbey today is the vaulted
chamber of the Chapter
House. This contains a histor-
ical display and a model of
how the entire complex would
have looked 800 years ago.

Ha’penny Bridge @

Map D3.

Linking the Temple Bar area
(see p78) and Liffey Street,
this high-arched cast-iron foot-
bridge is used by thousands
of people every day. It was
built by John Windsor, an
ironworker from Shropshire,
England. One of Dublin’s
most photographed sights, it
was originally named the
Wellington Bridge. It is now
officially called the Liffey
Bridge, but is also known as
the Metal Bridge. Opened in
1816, the bridge got its better
known nickname from the
halfpenny toll that was levied
on it up until 1919. A recent
restoration, which included
the installation of period
lanterns, has made the bridge
even more attractive.
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FURTHER AFIELD

The magnificent coastline
with its stunning views of
Dublin Bay is easily reached by
the DART rail network. It encom-
passes the towering promontory
of Howth, while the highlights of
the southern stretch are around
Dalkey village and Killiney Bay.
One of many Martello towers built
as defences along this coast is
known as the James Joyce
Candelabraat Toywer and houses a collection
Malahide Castle 1
of Joyce memorabilia. To the
northeast, a bit further from the city
centre, is Malahide Castle, former
home of the Talbot family.

here are many interesting

sights just outside the city

centre. The best part of a
day can be spent exploring the
western suburbs taking in the
Museum of Modern Art housed in
the splendid Royal Kilmainham
Hospital and the eerie Kilmainham
Gaol. Phoenix Park, Europe’s largest
city park, is a good place for a stroll
and also has a zoo. Further north
are the National Botanic Gardens,
with over 20,000 plant species
from around the world. Nearby is
Marino Casino, one of Ireland’s finest
examples of Palladian architecture.

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Museums and Galleries

Collins Barracks @

Guinness Storehouse @

Trish Museum of Modern Art/
Royal Hospital Kilmainham @

Historic Buildings
Malahide Castle @
Marino Casino @

Kilmainham Gaol @
Shaw’s Birthplace @
Waterways Visitors’ Centre @

Parks and Gardens Towns and Villages

James Joyce Tower @ National Botanic Gardens @ Dalkey @
Phoenix Park @ Dun Laoghaire @
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Phoenix Park @

Park Gate, Conyngham Rd, Dublin 8.
E 10, 25, 26, 37, 38, 39 & many
other routes. [ 7am~11pm daily.
Phoenix Park Visitor Centre

Tel 677 0095. D mid-Mar-Oct:
9:30am-5:30pm daily; Nov—-mid-Mar:
9:30am-5:30pm Wed-Sat. 173 [F1
[ X ground floor only.

Zoo Tel 474 8900. [ ] Mar-Sep:
9:30am-6pm Mon-Sat, 10:30am-
6pm Sun (last adm 5pm); Oct-Feb:
9:30am-4pm Mon-Sat, 10:30am-
4pm Sun (last adm 3pm). 17 [l
1 www.heritageireland.ie

Just to the west of the city
centre, ringed by an 11-km
(7-mile) wall, is Europe’s
largest enclosed city park.
The name “Phoenix” is said to
be a corruption of the Gaelic
Fionn Uisce, or “clear water”.
The Phoenix Column is

E West Link (MS0)
E Key to Symbols see back flap

crowned by a statue of the
mythical bird. Phoenix Park
originated in 1662, when the
Duke of Ormonde turned the
land into a deer park. In 1745
it was landscaped and opened
to the public.

Near Park Gate is the lake-
side People’s Garden — the
only part of the park which
has been cultivated. A little
further on are the Zoological
Gardens, established in 1830,
making them the third oldest
700 in the world. The zoo is
renowned for the successful
breeding of lions, including
the one that appears at the
beginning of MGM movies.
The African Plains savannah
houses the larger residents.

In addition to the Phoenix
Column, the park has two
other conspicuous monuments.
The Wellington Testimonial, a
63-m (206-ft) obelisk,
was begun in 1817
and completed in
1861. Its bronze bas-
reliefs were made
from captured French
cannons. The 27-m
(90-ft) steel Papal Cross

PHOENIX PARK

Lol s
qx'-cx_"'_ Lawels

R

Pope John Paul Il celebrating Mass
in Phoenix Park in 1979

marks the spot where the
pope celebrated Mass in front
of one million people in 1979.
Buildings within the park
include two 18th-century
houses: Aras an Uachtarain,
the Irish President’s official
residence, for which 525
tickets are issued every
Saturday for a free guided
tour, and Deerfield, home of
the US Ambassador. Ashtown
Castle is a restored 17th-
century tower house, now
home to the Phoenix Park
Visitor Centre.

Ashtown Castle O
Deerficld @

Papal Cross ®
People’s Garden
Phoenix Column @

Aras An Uachtardin ®

Wellington Testimonial @
sl Zoologlg 1l Gardens ®

Bus stop

@ Parking

ﬂ Tourist information

Park wall
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Restored central hall at Kilmainham Gaol

Kilmainham Gaol @

Inchicore Rd, Kilmainham, Dublin 8.
Tel 453 5984. [F] 518, 51C, 78A, 79,
79A. [ Jun-mid-Oct: 9:30am-5pm
daily; mid-Oct-May: 9:30am-4pm
Mon-Sat, 10am-4:30pm Sun.

@258260ec 2 BN

A long tree-lined avenue
runs from the Royal Hospital
Kilmainham to the grim, grey
bulk of Kilmainham Gaol. The
building was opened in 1796,
but was restored in the 1960s.
During its 130 years as a
prison, it housed many of
those involved in the fight for
Irish independence, including
Robert Emmet (see p77) and
Charles Stewart Parnell (p43).
The last prisoner held was
Eamon de Valera (p45), who
was released on 16 July, 1924.
The tour includes the
chapel, where Joseph Plunkett
married Grace Gifford just a
few hours before he faced the
firing squad for his part in the
1916 Rising (see pp44-5). The
tours end in the prison yard
where Plunkett’s badly
wounded colleague James
Connolly, unable to stand up,
was strapped into a chair

before being shot. You also
pass the dank cells of those
involved in the 1798, 1803,
1848 and 1867 uprisings, as
well as the punishment cells
and hanging room. Among
the exhibits in the museum
are personal mementos of
some of the former inmates
and depictions of various
events which took place
in the Gaol until it closed
down in 1924.

Note that part of the tour
takes place outside so dress
accordingly to ensure comfort.

Irish Museum of
Modern Art - Royal
Hospital
Kilmainham @

Military Road, Kilmainham, Dublin 8.
Tel 612 9900. [Z] Heuston Station.
51, 51B, 78A, 79, 79a, 90, 123. Irish
Museum of Modern Art [ ]70am-
5:30pm Tue-Sat, 10:30am-5:30pm
Wed, noon-5:30pm Sun (last adm:
5:15pm). [@) Good Fri & 24-26 Dec.
A 3 1 A limited. www.imma.ie

Ireland’s finest surviving 17th-
century building was laid out
in 1680, styled on Les Invalides
in Paris. It was built by Sir
William Robinson as a home
for 300 wounded soldiers — a
role it kept until 1927. When
it was completed, people were
so impressed by its Classical
symmetry that it was suggest-
ed it would be better used as
a campus for Trinity College.
The Baroque chapel has fine
carvings and intricate stained
glass. The plaster ceiling is a
replica of the original, which
fell in 1902. The Formal
Gardens, restored using many
of the 17th-century designs,
are now open to the public.
In 1991, the hospital’s former
residential quarters became the
Irish Museum of Modern Art.
The collection includes a
cross-section of Irish and
international modern and
contemporary art. Works are
displayed on a rotating basis
and include group and solo
shows, retrospectives and
special visiting exhibitions. A
recent addition is the separate,
multi-screen film theatre.

The Royal Hospital Kilmainham

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8




Drinking Guinness at a local pub

Guinness
Storehouse O

St James's Gate, Dublin 8.

Tel 408 4800. 78A, 51B, 123.
[ 9:30am-5pm (8pm Jul & Aug)
daily. @] Good Fri, 24-26 Dec, 1 Jan.

lolil=]

WWww . guinness-storehouse.com

The Guinness storehouse

is a new development based in
St James’s Gate Brewery, the
original house of Guinness,
now completely remodelled.
This 1904 listed building
covers nearly four acres of
floor space over six floors built
around a huge pint glass
atrium. The first impression the
visitor has is of walking into a
large glass pint with light
spilling down from above and
a copy of the original lease
signed by Arthur Guinness
enshrined on the floor. The
Ingredients section is next
where visitors can touch, smell
and feel the ingredients
through interactive displays.
The tour continues into an
authentic Georgian anteroom
to ‘meet’ Arthur Guinness and
see him at work. The Brewing
Process is a noisy, steamy and
‘hoppy’ area giving the
impression of brewing all
around with full explanation of
the process. The historical
development of Guinness
cooperage is accompanied by
video footage of the craft.
Models and displays tell

the story of Guinness
transportation, the appeal of
Guinness worldwide, and
their popular advertising
campaigns. The tour ends
with a generous tasting of
draught Guinness in the
traditional Brewery Bar and
the rooftop Gravity Bar.

DUBLIN AREA BY AREA

The Brewing of Guinness

Guinness is a black beer, known as
“stout”, renowned for its distinctive
malty flavour and smooth creamy
head. From its humble beginnings over
200 years ago, the Guinness brewery
site at St James’s Gate now sprawls
across 26 ha (65 acres). It is the largest
brewery in Europe and exports beers
to more than 120 countries through-
out the world. Other famous brands owned by
Guinness include Harp Lager and Smithwick’s Ale.

Label from a
Guinness bottle

HOW GUINNESS IS MADE

The four main ingredients used to brew
Guinness are barley, hops, yeast and
water which, contrary to popular belief,
comes from the Wicklow Mountains
rather than the River Liffey.

Malted
barley
Water

Masher

Grist

Trish barley is prepared in

three ways — malted, flaked
and roasted (to give the
distinctive tint). These are all
ground together in a grist mill to
form a grist.

The grist is mixed together

with hot water and mashed wort
into a porridge-like consistency.
The mixture is strained into a
kieve, or mash tun, and left to
stand for an hour. Here starches
are turned into sugars,
producing a dark, sweet wort.

Residual husks
are removed

Guinness
advertising has
become almost as
Jfamous as the
product itself.
Since 1929,
when the first
advertisement
announced that “Guinness is
Good for You’, poster and tele-
vision advertising campaigns have
employed many amusing images
of both animals and people.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8
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ARTHUR GUINNESS

In December 1759, 34-year-  but was also aware of a black ale called
old Arthur Guinness porter, produced in London. This new beer
signed a 9,000-year lease  was so called because of its
at an annual rent of £45  popularity with porters at
to take over St James’s Billingsgate and Covent
Gate Brewery, which Garden markets.
had lain vacant for almost ~ Guinness decided to
ten years. At the time the stop making ales and

brewing industry in develop his own
Arthur Guinness ~ Dublin was at a low recipe for porter (the

ebb — the standard of ale  word “stout” was not
was much criticized and in rural Ireland used until the 1920s).

beer was virtually unknown, as whiskey, gin ~ So successful was the
and poteen were the more favoured drinks.  switch that he made | !
Furthermore, Irish beer was under threat his first export Engraving (c.1794) of a
from imports. Guinness started brewing ale,  shipment in 1769. satisfied customer

The liquid has now become a

stout. The Guinness is matured
and conditioned for up to ten days
in tall storage tanks. Tt is then
pumped into tankers or kegs to be
sold throughout the world

Stainless
steel kegs

1

= = Stout
Hopped wort A
= Centrifuge
Hops, which provide the tangy R
= taste in Guinness, are added to —— -
the wort in huge 20-tonne kettles.
The ingredients are boiled to very X
high temperatures for about 90 ;I;Ihe hOPtp,Ed Efdorél ISTEOOle.d tand .
minutes and then strained. € yeast 1s added. The mixture 1s
passed to a fermenting vessel where Draught .and
some sugars are turned to alcohol. Tt bottled Guinness

is left to ferment for 48 hours and
the yeast is removed by centrifuge.

The Guinness brewery has relied heavily on water transport since its
first export was shipped to England in 1769. The barges, which up until
1961 made the short trip with their cargo up the Liffey to Dublin Port,
were a familiar sight on the river. Once at port, the stout would be Steel kettles used in
loaded on to huge tanker ships for worldwide distribution. modern-day brewing

=l
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National Botanic
Gardens @

Giant water lilies in the Lily House, National Botanic Gardens

Botanic Ave, Glasnevin, Dublin 9.
Tel 857 0909. [ 4, 13, 19, 19A, 83,
134. [] Apr-Oct: 9am-6pm daily;
Nov-Mar: 9am—4:30pm daily.

25 Dec. I [ [ I3 free on
Sun 2:30pm, groups on request.
Glasnevin Cemetery Finglas Rd.
Tel 830 1133. [E5] 404, 408 from
Parnell Street. [} 8am-4:30pm daily.

Opened in 1795, the National
Botanic Gardens are Ireland’s
foremost centre of botany and
horticulture. They still possess
an old-world feel, thanks to
the beautiful Palm House and
architect Richard Turner’s
curvilinear glasshouses.
Turner was also responsible
for the Palm House at Kew
Gardens, London, and the
glasshouses at Belfast’s
Botanic Gardens (see p278).
The 20-ha (49-acre) park
contains over 16,000 different
plant species. Particularly
attractive are the colourful
old-fashioned Victorian carpet
bedding, the rich collections
of cacti and orchids, renow-
ned rose garden, and 30-m
(100-ft) high redwood tree.
The National Botanic
Gardens back on to the
huge Glasnevin or Prospect

Cemetery where many of
Ireland’s political figures

are buried, including Charles
Stewart Parnell (see p43)
and Daniel O’'Connell

(see p42).

Shaw’s Birthplace @

33 Synge St, Dublin 8. Tel 475 0854.
16, 19, 122. [ ] May-Sep: 10am-
1pm & 2-5pm Mon—Fri (closed Wed),
2-5pm Sat, Sun & public hols. 727 [
www.visitdublin.com

Kitchen at Shaw’s Birthplace

Playwright and Nobel prize-
winner George Bernard Shaw
was born in this house on 26
July 1856. In 1876 he followed
his mother to London. She had
left four years earlier with her
daughters, fed up with her
husband’s drinking habits.

It was in London that Shaw

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8

met his wife Charlotte Payne-
Townsend. He stayed in Eng-
land until his death in 1950.
Inside the house visitors can
see the young Shaw’s bedroom
and the kitchen where the
author remembered he drank
“much tea out of brown delft
left to ‘draw’ on the hob until
it was pure tannin”. Although
there is little on Shaw’s pro-
ductive years, the home gives
a fair idea of the lifestyle of a
Victorian middle-class family.

Marino Casino @

Cherrymount Crescent. Tel 833 1618.
[Z] DART to Clontarf. 5 204, 208,
27,42, 42C, 123. D Jun-Sep: 10am-
6pm daily (May & Oct: 5pm); Nov-Mar:
noon-4pm Sat & Sun (Apr: 5pm), last
adm 45 mins before closing. 173 3
obligatory (last tour 45 min before
closing). www.heritageireland.ie

This delightful little villa (see
pp40-41), designed by Sir
William Chambers in the
1760s for Lord Charlemont,
now sits in its own grounds at
Marino. Originally
built as a summer
house for the
Marino Estate, the
villa survives
although the main
house was pulled
down in 1921.
The Casino is
acknowledged
to be one of
the finest
examples of
Neo-Classical

Carved stone lion

architecture
in Ireland. at Marino Casino
Some

innovative features were used
in its construction, including
chimneys disguised as urns
and hollow columns that
accommodate drains. Outside,
four carved stone lions,
thought to be by English
sculptor Joseph Wilton, stand
guard at each of the corners.
The building’s squat, com-
pact exterior conceals 16
rooms built on three floors
around a central staircase.
The ground floor comprises a
spacious hall and a saloon,
with beautiful silk hangings,
elaborate flooring and a cof-
fered ceiling. On the first floor
is the ostentatious State Room.
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Waterways Visitors’
Centre ©

Grand Canal Quay, Dublin 2. Tel 677
7510. [E] DART to Grand Canal Dock.
2, 3.[] Jun-Sep: 9:30am-5:30pm
daily; Oct-May: 12:30pm-5pm Wed-
Sun (last adm 45 mins before closing).
25 Dec. 73 I3 on request.

Fifteen minutes’ walk from
Trinity College this building
overlooks the Grand Canal
Basin. Audiovisual displays
and models illustrate Ireland’s
inland waterways and the
wildlife found on and around
them. One of the most
interesting displays focuses
on their construction: in the
18th century, canals were
often called “navigations” and
the men who built them were
“navigators”, a term shortened
to “navvies”.

Stretch of the Grand Canal near Waterways Visitors’ Centre

National Museum at
Collins Barracks ©

Benburb St, Dublin 7. Tel 677
7444. [ 25, 25A, 66, 67, 90.
D 10am-5pm Tue-Sat, 2-5pm Sun.

Good Fri, 25 Dec. 3 [ @

Close to Phoenix Park and
just across the Liffey from the
Guinness Brewery stands the
wonderful decorative arts and
history annexe of the National
Museum (see pp66-7). Its
setting in this historic building
is an inspired move. The
massive complex was
commissioned by King
William III in 1700, just ten
years after victory at the Battle
of the Boyne, and was the
largest barracks in his domain,
with accommodation for over
5,000 people. It was in use

DUBLIN’S CANALS

The affluent Georgian era witnessed the building of the
Grand and Royal canals linking Dublin with the River
Shannon and the west coast. These two canals became the
main arteries of trade and public transport in Ireland from
the 1760s until the coming of the railways, which took
much of the passenger business, almost a century later.
However, the canals continued to carry freight until after
World War 11, finally closing to commercial traffic in 1960.
Today the canals are well maintained and used mainly for
pleasure-boating, cruising and fishing.

Late 18th-century engraving of passenger ferry passing Harcourt Lock
on the Grand Canal, taken from a painting by James Barralet

history, work and development
of the National Museum. The
Out of Storage exhibit brings
together a wide array of arti-
facts from around the world,
complemented by banks of
interactive multimedia com-
puters. One of the highlights
of the museum is the Curator’s
Choice section where 25 un-
usual exhibits — such as, for
instance, an early hurling
stick and ball — are displayed
with a story line that explains
their cultural significance.

The north block holds a
permanent exhibition, Soldiers
and Chiefs, which looks at the
history of the Irish soldier
from 1550 to the present day.

right up to the 1990s. Originally
known as Dublin Barracks,
the prefix was changed to
“Royal” in 1803. After Irish
independence the barracks
was finally named for Michael
Collins, the first commander-
in-chief of the Irish Army.

The large central courtyard,
measured at one hundred
marching paces, is an object
lesson in simplicity. In
marked contrast to the grey
institutional exterior, the
museum’s interior presents
the exhibits in an innovative
way that makes use of the
latest technology.

Furniture, silver and scien-
tific instrument collections
form the bulk of items on
show in the South Block. In
the West Block, however,
visitors get an insight into the

An 18th-century, gilded wooden
chair on display at Collins Barracks
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Malahide Castle ®

Malahide, Co Dublin. [£] and DART to
Malahide. [ 42 from Beresford
Place, near Buséras. Tel 846 2184.
[ Apr=Sep: 10am-5pm Mon-Sat,
10am-6pm Sun & public hols;
Oct-Mar: 10am-5pm Mon-Sat,
11am-5pm Sun & public hols (check
for lunchtime closures in winter).

2 I3 obligatory (last tours 4:30pm).
Fry Model Railway [ ] Apr—Sep:
10am-1pm 2-5pm Mon-Sat, 2—
6pm Sun & public hols. [@) Nov-Mar.

&

Near the seaside dormitory
town of Malahide stands a
huge castle set in 100 ha (250
acres) of grounds. The castle’s
core dates from the 12th
century but later additions,
such as its rounded towers,
have given it a classic fairy-
tale appearance. The building
served as a stately home for
the Talbot family until 1973.
They were staunch supporters
of James II: on the day of the
Battle of the Boyne in 1690
(see p244), 14 members of the
family breakfasted here; none
came back for supper.

Guided tours take you round
the castle’s collection of 18th-
century Irish furniture, the
oak-beamed Great Hall and
the impressively carved Oak

The oak-beamed Great Hall at Malahide Castle

Room. Part of the Portrait
Collection, on loan from the
National Gallery (see pp70-71),
can be seen here. It includes
portraits of the Talbot family
and other figures such as
Wolfe Tone (see p41).

In the old corn store is the
Fry Model Railway, started in
the 1920s by Cyril Fry, a local
railway engineer. The 240 sq m
(2,500 sq fo) exhibit contains
models of Irish trains, mini-
atures of stations, streets and
local landmarks such as the
River Liffey and Howth Head.

Howth @

Co Dublin. [Z] DART. Howth Castle
grounds [ ] 8am-sunset daily.

The commercial fishing

town of Howth marks the
northern limit of Dublin Bay.
Howth Head, a huge rocky
mass, has lovely views of the
bay. A footpath runs around
the tip of Howth Head, which
is known as the “Nose”.
Nearby is Baily Lighthouse
(1814). Sadly, much of this
area — some of Ireland’s prime
real estate — has suffered from
building development.

To the west of the town is
Howth Castle, which dates
back to Norman times. Its
grounds are particularly
beautiful in May and June
when the rhododendrons and
azaleas are in full bloom. The
National Transport Museum in
the grounds is worth a visit.

Ireland’s Eye, an islet and
bird sanctuary where puffins
nest, can be reached by a
short boat trip from Howth.

Dun Laoghaire ®

Co Dublin. [£] DART. National
Maritime Museum Tel 280 0969.
[ May-Sep: 1-5pm Tue-Sun.
Combhaltas Ceoltsiri Eireann

Tel 280 0295. [ ] music Tue,

Wed & Sat; Céili Fri.

Ireland’s major passenger
ferry port and yachting
centre, with its brightly
painted villas, parks and palm

Baily Lighthouse on the southeastern tip of How

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp294-8 and pp324-8

.'

th Head
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trees, can sometimes exude a
decidedly continental feel.
Many visitors head straight
out of Dun Laoghaire
(pronounced Dunleary) but
the town offers some
magnificent walks around
the harbour and to the
lighthouse along the east
pier. The villages of
Sandycove and Dalkey can
be reached via “The Metals
footpath which runs
alongside the railway line.

In the 1837 Mariners’
Church is the National
Maritime Museum.
Exhibits include a
longboat used by
French officers during
Wolfe Tone’s
unsuccessful invasion
at Bantry in 1796 (see
pp168-9).

Up the road in
Monkstown’s Belgrave
Square is the Comhaltas
Ceolté6iri Eireann, Ireland’s
main centre for traditional
music and dance, with music
sessions and céilis (dances).

»

James Joyce
Tower ®

Sandycove, Co Dublin. Tel 280 9265.
[Z1 DART to Sandycove. B 59.

[ 10am-5pm Mon-Sat, 2-6pm
Sun & public hols. [@ 1-2pm

weekdays. 17 [[]

Standing on a rocky
promontory above the

village of Sandycove is this
Martello tower. It is one of

15 defensive towers erected
between Dublin and Bray in
1804 to withstand a threatened
invasion by Napoleon. One

Guitar at James
Joyce Tower

Yachts anchored in Dun Laoghaire harbour

hundred years later James

Joyce (see p90) stayed here
for a week as the guest of

Oliver St John Gogarty, poet
and model for the Ulysses
character Buck Mulligan.
Gogarty rented the tower
for a mere &8 per year.

M Inside the squat 12-m (40-ft)

tower’s granite walls is a
small museum with some
of Joyce’s correspondence,
personal belongings, such
as his guitar, cigar case
and walking stick, and
his death mask. There
are also photographs
and first editions of his
works, including a de
luxe edition (1935) of
Ulysses illustrated by
Henri Matisse. The
roof, originally a gun
platform but later
used as a sunbathing
deck by Gogarty,
affords marvellous views of
Dublin Bay. Below the tower
is Forty Foot Pool, tradition-
ally an all-male nude bathing
spot, but now open to all.

Dalkey @

Co Dublin. [Z] DART.

Dalkey was once known as
the “Town of Seven Castles”,
but only two of these now
remain. They are both on
the main street of this
attractive village whose
tight, winding roads and
charming villas give it a
Mediterranean feel.

A little way offshore is
tiny Dalkey Island, a rocky
bird sanctuary with a Martello
tower and a medieval
Benedictine church, both
now in a poor state of repair.
In summer the island can be
reached by a boat ride from

Killiney ®
Co Dublin. [£] DART to Dalkey or
Killiney.

South of Dalkey, the coastal
road climbs uphill before
tumbling down into the village
of Killiney. The route offers
one of the most scenic vistas
on this stretch of the east coast,
with views often compared to
those across the Bay of Naples.
Howth Head is clearly visible
to the north, with Bray Head
(see p133) and the foothills

of the Wicklow Mountains
(see pp138-9) to the south.
There is another exhilarating
view from the top of Killiney
Hill Park, off Victoria Road —
well worth tackling the short
steep trail for. Down below is
the popular pebbly beach,
Killiney Strand.

Shopfronts on the main street of Dalkey
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SHOPPING IN DUBLIN

ublin has two main >
[ >

shopping thorough-

fares, each on either side
of the River Liffey. On the north
side, the area around Henry
Street is where swanky depart-
ment stores and small specialty
shops beckon. The south side,
especially trendy Grafton
Street with its upmarket bou-
tiques and shops, is reputed for

FOOD
STORE

Sign from a specialty
food shop

out the city, the spirit of

Dublin shines in the cheer-
ful cacophony of its street
markets, many of which
stock a cornucopia of highly
original Irish crafts and gifts.
Dublin is also a haven for
those searching for bargains
and second-hand deals on
everything from books and
CDs to clothes and trinkets.

its glamour and style. Yet, despite the There is something for everyone in this

wide choice of internationally known
brands and retail chains found through-

WHERE TO SHOP

Temple Bar has become a
staple tourist destination. While
the area is usually frequented
by revellers at night, the area
is a treasure trove of funky
craft, design and souvenir
outlets during the day.

Those who prefer a more
relaxed and upmarket shop-
ping experience should head
for the the Old City. To the
west of Temple Bar, between
Parliment and Fishamble
Streets, it is home to sleek
high-end designer stores and
cosmopolitan cafés, and is a
good alternative to the often
frenetic pace of Temple Bar.

Dublin’s rapid development
has contributed to the growth
of bustling markets in areas
that, until recently, were little
more than wastelands. The
first of these areas is the strip
known as the Docklands, run-
ning along the shores of the
Liffey, particularly on the
north side, east of Custom
House. New shops, restaurants

Shoppers on busy Grafton Street

and markets are opening up
regularly in the area.

Around Liffey Street, new
apartment blocks have been
built, leading to the regener-
ation of several old shopping
areas. In contrast to just a few
years back, Capel Street is now
a thriving location, as is the
impressive new Bloom’s Lane
at the Millennium Bridge.

WHEN TO SHOP

Shopping hours are generally
from 9am to 6pm, Monday to
Saturday. Some department

stores open from noon to 6pm
on Sundays. Many shops stay
open until 9pm on Thursdays.

HOW TO PAY

Major credit cards such as Visa
and Mastercard are accepted
in almost all outlets. Sales tax
or VAT is usually 21 per cent,
which non-EU visitors can
redeem at airports and ports.
Redemption forms are avail-
able at points of purchase.

lively city, and the following pages will
tell you where to start looking.

Brown Thomas department store

DEPARTMENT STORES

The best known department
stores in Dublin are Arnott’s
and the newly refurbished
Roches Stores, both on Henry
Street. One of Dublin’s oldest
shops, Clery’s on O’Connell
Street, stocks everything from
Irish-made gifts and clothing
to internationally recognized
branded goods. Prominent
Irish retailer Brown Thomas is
known for its upmarket style.

A branch of the British
department store Debenhams
is found in the Jervis Centre.
There are also numerous
Marks & Spencer shops,
including branches on Grafton
Street and Mary Street.

SHOPPING CENTRES

There are four main shopping
centres in Dublin — three on
the south side and one on the
north. South of the Liffey, you
will find Stephen’s Green
Centre and the Powerscourt
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The colourful George's Street Arcade

Centre. Stephen’s Green
Centre is one of the largest
enclosed shopping areas, with
scores of shops under its roof.
These include many craft and
gift stores, clothing outlets and
an abundance of restaurants.

In an enclosed four-storey
Georgian courtyard, the
Powerscourt Centre is more
upmarket and plush. It
is home to many fine
boutiques, restaurants
and lovely antique
shops. Also on the south
side of the city is the new
Dundrum Centre.

On the north side of
the river is the relatively
new Jervis Centre,
which houses many
British chain stores as
well as a number of
Irish retailers.

MARKETS

On Dublin’s north side, just
off Henry Street, the famous
and still-evolving Moore Street
Market hosts a daily fruit and
vegetable bazaar, replete with
very vocal street vendors. The
area has recently become a
hive of ethnic shops, where
you can source anything from
Iranian dance music CDs to
tinned bok choi.

The wonderful Temple Bar
Food Market, where you will
find a wide range of organi-
cally produced items, is held
every Saturday. A particularly
popular stall sells delicious
fresh oysters and wine by the
glass — a great stop-off point
for the weary shopper.

Quirky, quaint and unique,
George's Street Arcade is open
seven days a week and has
many second-hand shops. It

Finely crafted
pottery

is a good place for records,
books, Irish memorabilia and
bric-a-brac, as well as funky
clothing and accessories.

SOUVENIRS AND GIFTS

The most popular destination
for souvenirs in Dublin is
unsurprisingly found at the
home of Ireland’s most
popular drink — the
Guinness Storehouse
(see pp 98-9). The
interactive tours of the
storehouse are best
rounded off with a visit
to the gift shop, where
a multitude of Guinness
branded souvenirs and
clothing can be bought.
> Nassau Street has
a concentration of fine
tourist gift shops, such
as Heraldic Artists,
which assists visitors
in tracing their
ancestry. Knobs and
Knockers specializes in
a wide range of door
accessories. For a
more varied range of
gifts on the same
street, drop in to the
Kilkenny Shop. This
store stocks uniquely
Irish ceramic wares,
the famous Waterford
crystal and many other
handcrafted products.
Across the road, the
gift shop at Trinity
College sells university
memorabilia and
mementos of the Book
of Kells, as well as
many other souvenirs.
Rather less upmarket,

Carroll’s Irish Gift
Stores, a chain of
souvenir and clothing

outlets, are difficult to miss
while traversing the city. They
stock a surfeit of kitschy
leprechauns and other such
amusing odds and ends.

FOOD AND WINE

Connoisseurs of fine wines
and whiskies have many
choices in Dublin. Claudio’s,
where the proprietor often
attends to visitors personally,
is one of the city’s best fine
wine shops. Cabot & Co boasts
one of the largest selections
of wine, as well as cellaring
facilities. The Celtic Whiskey
Shop stocks a variety of Irish
and Scotch whiskies, and the
staff are very knowledgeable.

A number of gourmet food
retailers add culinary character
to the city. Sheridan’s Cheese-
mongers specializes in Irish
farmhouse cheeses but stocks
a wide array of other cheeses
and foods too. La Maison des
Gourmets, a café and bakery
with a French flavour, serves
patisserie and delicatessen
treats. Butler's Irish Chocolate
tempts with gift boxes of
exquisite handmade choco-
lates. For those craving freshly
caught Irish salmon, Sawer’s
Fishmongers on Chatham
Street is a good bet. Dublin’s
growing multiculturalism has
led to the proliferation of an
impressive range of ethnic
food stores in the city.

Sheridan’s Cheesemongers’ tempting display
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FASHION

Although there are many ele-
gant boutiques in Dublin, the
most fashionable among them
are clustered close to Dublin’s
“Fifth Avenue” — the smart
Grafton Street area. Costume,
with its wide range of Irish
and international designer
labels, is a popular destination
for women’s haute couture.
Shoe aficionados will find that
Le Cherche Midi stocks some
3very enticing ladies’ footwear.

Bargain hunters should head
for the Temple Bar Old City
fashion market, where many
outlets sell uniquely Irish
designs at reduced prices.

For classic menswear, Louis
Copeland is Dublin’s most
famous tailor, with branches
on both sides of the city. For
traditional clothing, stop at
the Kilkenny Shop (see p105)
or Kevin & Howlin. Both stock
tweeds, Arans and other typ-
ically Irish clothing.

BOOKS

Given its rich literary heritage,
it is not surprising that there
are a number of specialist and
interesting bookstores pepper-
ing Dublin’s streets. Eason’s,
on O’Connell Street, is a large
bookstore. Books Upstairs,
next to Trinity College, has a
good selection of TIrish titles.
Antiquarian bookseller,
Cathach Books, is Dublin’s
specialist provider of old Irish
titles. The shop stocks an
impressive selection of first
editions and rarities.

Shoppers looking to buy,
sell or exchange used books
should make their way to
Chapters, which has one of
the largest second-hand
sections in the city.

MUSIC

The most concentrated area
for record shops is in Temple
Bar, where small stores stock
everything from obscure elec-
tronica to indie and reggae.
City Discs caters to independ-
ent rock and metal tastes, with
both new and second-hand
music. Fans of such music also
converge at Borderline Records
nearby. For the best techno,
R&B and house on vinyl and

CD, pay a visit to Big Brother
Records or Selectah Records
just above it. Alternative titles
and a wide variety of second-
hand records can also be
found at Freebird Records, a
long established music retailer
on Eden Quay.

Most record shops in Dublin
stock traditional Irish music,
but Celtic Note on Nassau
Street has one of the largest
selections. The staff will
gladly make recommendations.

McCullough Piggot on the
South side, and Waltons on
the North are best for sheet
music and traditional Irish
instruments including uillean
pipes and bodhrdns.

ANTIQUES

One of Dublin’s oldest antique
retailers, Oman Antique
Galleries specializes in quality
Georgian, Victorian and
Edwardian furniture. Clifford
Antiques offers both original
and reproduction antique
furniture, as well as decorative
fireplaces. Its collection of
bronze fountains and figures is
unrivalled in the city. The
eclectic collection at Christy
Bird includes an array of
salvaged and recycled
furniture and pub fittings.

The Powerscourt Centre is
also home to many antique
dealers. Of these, Delphi is a
specialist in Victorian and
Edwardian period jewellery,
and also stocks beautifully
fragile Belleek porcelain
antiques. Windsor Antiques is
the best for antique watches,
cuff links, brooches, diamond
rings and other jewellery. For
silver antiques, including Irish
and English portrait miniatures
from the 18th to the 20th cen-
tury, visit The Silver Shop.

For antique maps and
prints, the Grafton Street area
is a good hunting ground
with the Neptune Gallery and
Antique Prints nearby.

Located in one the oldest
areas of the city and near the
historical Coombe, Francis
Street offers a mish-mash of
antique stores. Old clocks,
second-hand furniture and
loads of bric-a-brac line the
streets, inviting visitors into
shops that are almost
antiques themselves.

Outside the city centre,
Beaufield Mews specializes
in porcelain and early 20th-
century pictures, while Q
Antiques in Dun Laoghaire
stocks an interesting range of
period lighting and furniture.
Those who wish to further
explore vintage Irish treasures
should consult the website
and local listings for the
Antiques Fairs that are held in
the city at different times and
locations throughout the year.

GALLERIES

The abundance of galleries and
artists’ workshops in Dublin
make it a favourite destination
of art lovers and collectors.
Many galleries are located on
Dawson Street, which runs
parallel to Grafton Street. The
prestigious Apollo Gallery
flaunts a trendy pop sensibility
and exhibits works by many
of Ireland’s best-known artists.

On Westland Row, the Oisin
Gallery sells the work of some
of Treland’s best young artists
in its split-level exhibition
space. Visitors may also visit
Whyte’s Auction Rooms to bid
on international and Irish art.
The catalogues are published
online and can be consulted
for those seriously interested
in investigating Irish painting.

On Sundays, an outdoor art
market is held at Merrion
Square close to the museum
quarter. Works of vastly
varying quality are hung from
the square’s perimeter black
railing, and in good weather,
the colourful, impromptu
exhibition makes for very
enjoyable browsing.

The Temple Bar area is also
home to many of the city’s
galleries, including the Temple
Bar Gallery and Studios. It is
one of the more modish,
cutting-edge venues, housing
the eclectic work of more
than 30 Irish artists working
in several mediums. Nearby,
in the heart of Dublin’s Left
Bank, is the Original Print
Gallery and the Gallery of
Photography, which stocks an
impressive collection of
glossy art books. Despite its
association with partying and
drunken misconduct, the area
is still deserving of its “cultural
quarter” status.
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DEPARTMENT
STORES

Arnott’s
12 Henry St.

Map D2. Tel 07 805 0400.

Brown Thomas
88-95 Grafton St.
Map D4.

Tel 07 605 6666.

Clery’s

18-27 Lower O’Connell St.
Map D2. Tel 01 878 6000.

Roches Stores
54-62 Henry St.

Map D2. Tel 07 873 0044.

SHOPPING
CENTRES

Jervis Centre
125 Upper Abbey St.
Map C2.

Tel 01 878 1323.

Powerscourt Centre
59 South William.

Map D4.

Tel 01 679 4144.

Stephen’s Green
Centre

St Stephen’s Green West.
Map D4.

Tel 01 478 0888.

Dundrum Centre
Dundrum.
Tel 07 299 1700.

MARKETS

George's Street
Market Arcade
George's St. Map C4.

Temple Bar Food
Market

Meeting House Sq,
Temple Bar. Map D3.

SOUVENIRS AND
GIFTS

Carroll’s Irish Gift
Stores
57 Upper O'Connell St.

Map A3. Tel 01 873 5709.

Guinness
Storehouse

St. James's Gate. Map A3
Tel 07 408 4800.

Heraldic Artists
3 Nassau St. Map A3.
Tel 01 679 7020.

DIRECTORY

Kilkenny Shop
6-10 Nassau Street.

Map E4. Tel 07 677 7066.

Knobs and
Knockers

19 Nassau St. Map A3.
Tel 01 671 0288.

FOOD AND WINE

Butler’s Irish
Chocolate

24 Wicklow St. Map D4.
Tel 071 6710591.

Cabot & Co.
Valentia House, Custom
House Sq, IFSC. Map F2
Tel 01 636 0616.

Celtic Whiskey
Shop
27-28 Dawson St.

Map D4. Tel 01 675 9744.

Claudio’s

29 George's Street Arcade,

Drury St. Map D4.
Tel 01 671 5917.

La Maison des
Gourmets

15 Castle St. Map D4.
Tel 01 672 7258.

Sawer’s
Fishmongers

3 Chatham St. Map D4.
Tel 071 677 7643.

Sheridan’s
Cheesemongers
11 South Anne St.

Map D4. Tel 07 679 3143.

FASHION

Costume

10 Castle Market. Map D4.

Tel 01 679 4188.

Le Cherche Midi
23 Drury St. Map D4.
Tel 071 675 3974

Louis Copeland
39-41 Capel St. Map C2.
Tel 07 872 1600.

Kevin & Howlin
31 Nassau St. Map E4
Tel 071 677 0257.

BOOKS

Books Upstairs
36 College Green.
Map D3.

Tel 07 679 6687.

Cathach Books
10 Duke St. Map D4.
Tel 01 671 8676.

Chapters

108/109 Middle Abbey St.
Map D2. Tel 01 872 3297.

Eason’s
40 Lower O'Connell St.

Map D2. Tel 07 858 3800.

MuUSIC

Big Brother Records
4 Crow St, Temple Bar.

Map C3. Tel 07 672 9355.

Borderline Records
17 Temple Bar. Map C3.
Tel 01 679 9097

Celtic Note
12 Nassau St. Map E4.
Tel 01 670 4157.

City Discs

The Granary, Temple Lane.

Map C3.
Tel 01 633 0066.

Freebird Records
1 Eden Quay. Map D2.
Tel 01 873 1250.

McCullough Piggot
25 Suffolk St.

Map D3.

Tel 01 677 3138.

Road Records
16B Fade St. Map C4.
Tel 01 671 7340.

Selectah Records
4 Crow St, Temple Bar.
Map C3.

Tel 07 616 7020.

Waltons

2-5 North Frederick St.
Map D1.

Tel 01 874 7805.

ANTIQUES

Antiques Fairs
www .antiquefairsireland.
com

Antique Prints
16 South Anne St.

Map D4. Tel 01 671 9523.

Beaufield Mews

Woodlands Ave, Stillorgan,
Co Dublin. Road map D4.

Tel 01 2880375.

Christy Bird
32 S Richmond St.
Tel 01 475 4049.

Clifford Antiques
7/8 Parnell St. Map D1
Tel 01 872 6062.

Delphi
Powerscourt Centre.
Map D4.

Tel 071 679 0331.

Neptune Gallery
41 S William's. Map D4.
Tel 01 671 5021.

Oman Antique
Galleries

20/21 S William St.
Map D4.

Tel 01 616 8991.

Q Antiques

76 York Rd,

Dun Laoghaire, Co Dublin
Road map D4

Tel 07 280 2895.

The Silver Shop
Powerscourt Centre.
Map D4.

Tel 01 679 4147.

Windsor Antiques
23D Powerscourt Centre.
Map D4.

Tel 071 670 3001.

GALLERIES

Apollo Gallery
51C Dawson St. Map D4
Tel 01 671 2609.

Gallery of
Photography
Meeting House Sq,
Temple Bar. Map C3.
Tel 01 671 4654.

Oisin Gallery

44 Westland Row.
Map F3

Tel 07 661 1315.

Original Print
Gallery

4 Temple Bar.
Map D3

Tel 071 677 3657.

Temple Bar Gallery
and Studios

5-9 Temple Bar.

Map D3.

Tel 01 671 0073.

Whyte's Auction
Rooms

38 Molesworth St.
Map D2.

Tel 07 676 2888.
www.whytes.ie
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ENTERTAINMENT IN DUBLIN

Ithough Dublin is well served
by theatres, cinemas,
nightclubs and rock
venues, what sets the city
apart from other European
capitals is its pubs. Lively
banter, impromptu music
sessions and great Guinness
are the essential ingredients
for an enjoyable night in any
of the dozens of atmo-
spheric hostelries here.
One of the most popular entertain-
ment districts is the rejuvenated Temple
Bar area. Along this narrow network of
cobbled streets, you can find everything

Olympia Theatre facade

; from traditional music in grand old

pubs to the latest dance tracks in a
post-industrial setting. The many

pubs and venues around this
i area make the city centre
© south of the Liffey the place
to be at night. The north side
does, however, boast the two
most illustrious theatres, the
largest cinemas and the

7,000-seater Point Theatre,

a converted 19th-century rail
terminal beside the docks. It is now the
venue for all major rock concerts and
stage musicals, as well as a number of
classical music performances.

Buskers playing near Grafton Street in southeast Dublin

ENTERTAINMENT LISTINGS

Listings for clubs, cinemas,
theatre and other entertain-
ment can be found in most
newspapers, such as the

Irish Times and the Tribune,
particularly on weekends. Hot
Press, a national bimonthly
newspaper covering both
rock and traditional music,
has comprehensive listings
for Dublin. The Event Guide
and In Dublin are free sheets
available at pubs, cafés,
restaurants and record shops.
They are published fortnightly
and are particularly strong on
music and nightclubs.

BOOKING TICKETS

Tickets for many events are
available on the night, but it
is usually safer to book in
advance. All the major venues
take credit card payment over
the telephone. Ticketmaster
accepts phone bookings by
credit card only for many of

the major shows and events in
and around Dublin, while
HMV and Dublin Tourism
(Suffolk Street) sell tickets for
most of the top theatres and
major rock gigs.

THEATRE

Although Dublin only has a
limited number of theatres,
there is almost always some-
thing worth seeing. Most
theatres are closed on Sunday.
Ireland’s national theatre, the
Abbey (see p88), is the most
popular venue, concentrating
on major new productions as
well as revivals of works by
Irish playwrights such as
Brendan Behan, Sean O’Casey,
JM Synge and WB Yeats. The
smaller Peacock Theatre
downstairs features experi-
mental works. Also on the
north side is the Gate Theatre
(see p90), founded in 1929 as
a rival to the Abbey, and noted
for its interpretations of well-
known international plays.

The main venue south of the
Liffey, the Gaiety Theatre,
stages a mainstream mix of
plays, emphasizing the work
of Irish playwrights. Some of
the best fringe theatre and
modern dance in Dublin can
be seen at the Project Arts
Centre in Temple Bar and
the City Arts Centre, which
sometimes holds midnight
performances. Andrew’s Lane
Theatre provides a forum for
new writers and directors.
The Olympia Theatre has the
feel of a Victorian music hall.
It specializes in comedy and
popular drama, and occasion-
ally stages rock and Irish
music concerts.

Every October, the Dublin
Theatre Festival takes over
all the city venues with
mainstream, fringe and inter-
national plays.

Q"* l'ﬂ:tﬂ-.,ng

¢

Record shop and ticket office in
Crown Alley, Temple Bar
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Crowds enjoying the Temple Bar

CINEMA

The city’s cinemas had a boost

Blues Festival

this 19th-century exhibition
hall was redesigned, and is
where the National Symphony

in the 1990s with the success of | Orchestra plays most Friday

Dublin-based films such as My
Left Foot (1989). Huge growth
in the country’s movie pro-
duction industry followed,
and hits like Dancing at
Lughnasa (1998)
and Intermission
(2004) keep Ireland
in the spotlight.

The Irish Film
Institute opened its
doors in 1992 and
is a most welcome
addition to the city’s
entertainment scene.
Showcasing mostly
foreign and inde-
pendent films, along
with a programme of
lectures, it boasts two
screens, as well as a bar and
restaurant. Screen, close to
Trinity College, has a reper-
toire of art house films.

The large first-run cinemas
are all located on the north
side. They usually offer
tickets at reduced prices
for afternoon screenings,
and show late-night films on
the weekend. The summer-
long Diversions festival in
Temple Bar includes open-
air screenings, mainly in
Meeting House Square.
Tickets are available from
Temple Bar Properties.

CLASSICAL MUSIC,
OPERA AND DANCE

Dublin may not have the range
of classical concerts of other
European capitals, but it has

a great venue in the National
Concert Hall. In the 1980s,

The listings magazine
In Dublin

evenings. The programme also
includes opera, jazz, chamber
music, dance and some
traditional music.

The Hugh Lane Municipal
Gallery of Modern
Art (see p91) has
regular Sunday
lunch-time
concerts. Other
venues include
the Royal Hospital
Kilmainham (see
p97), Bank of
Ireland Arts Centre
and the Royal
Dublin Society
(RDS). International
opera is staged
in the Point
Theatre. The Dublin Grand
Opera Society performs every
April and November at the
Gaiety Theatre.

ROCK, JAZZ, BLUES AND
COUNTRY

Dublin has had a thriving
rock scene ever since local
band Thin Lizzy made it big in
the early 1970s.
U2's success
acted as a
further catalyst
for local bands,
and each night
there’s usually
an interesting
gig somewhere
in the city.
Whelan’s is
probably the
most popular
live venue.
Since 1989,

many famous names have
performed on its stage.
Temple Bar venue, The Mezz,
hosts live music most nights
of the week. Set on two
floors, this place is always
packed with students. Get
there early if you want to find
a good seat by the stage.

Eamonn Doran’s in Temple
Bar is another favourite for
rock fans (and pizza lovers).
Located in the same building
is Di Fontaine’s pizzeria,
partly owned by Huey
Morgan of the rock group,
Fun Lovin’ Criminals.
Eamonn Doran’s is a suit-
ably grungy environment
for visitors looking for an
authentic Dublin rock
experience. Also partly
owned by the Fun Lovin’
Criminals’ frontman is The
Voodoo Lounge. This dark
venue’s live performances
are fast gaining a reputation
among rock fans.

The upstairs room at the
likeable International Bar
caters mostly to acoustic acts
and singer-songwriters, while
the Ha’penny Bridge Inn has
folk and blues on Friday and
Saturday nights.

Big names play at either the
Point Theatre or, in summer,
at the local sports stadia. The
Olympia, a Victorian theatre,
hosts memorable concerts in
extraordinary surroundings.
Outside Dublin, Slane Castle
hosts a big rock event every
summer (see p245).

The Temple Bar Music Centre
and The Sugar Club offer jazz,
salsa, Latin and blues all year,
with the Heineken Green
Energy Festival, a highlight in
May. Country music is popular
in Ireland, and plays at several
Dublin pubs. Check entertain-
ment listings for details.

Live rock band performing at the Sugar Club
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TRADITIONAL MUSIC
AND DANCE

To many Irish people, the
standard of music in a pub is
just as important as the quality
of the Guinness. Central
Dublin has a host of pubs
reverberating to the sound of
bodhrans, fiddles and uilleann
pipes. One of the most famous
is O’Donoghue’s, where the
legendary Dubliners started
out in the early 1960s. The
Cobblestone and the Auld
Dubliner are also renowned
venues. Johnnie Fox’s, in the
Dublin mountains, is about 35
minutes by car from the city
centre and has live music
nightly. Castle Inn stages Irish
cabaret (May—-October)
featuring dancing, singing

and music.

PUBS AND BARS

Dublin’s pubs are a slice of
living history. These are the
places where some of the
best-known scenes in Irish
literature have been set,
where rebellious politicians
have met, and where world-
famous music acts have made
their debuts. Today, it's the
singing, dancing, talk and
laughter that make a pub tour
of Dublin an absolute must.

There are nearly 1,000 pubs
inside the city limits. Among
the best of the traditional bars
are Neary’s, popular with
actors and featuring a
gorgeous marble bar, the
atmospheric Long Hall, and
the friendly and chic Stag’s
Head dating from 1770.

Cosy snugs, where drinkers
could lock themselves away

A traditional Irish music session in O’Donoghue’s

for private conversation, were
an important feature of 19th-
century bars. A few remain,
notably at the tiny, journalists’
haunt of Doheny & Nesbitt
and intimate Kehoe's.

The Brazen Head claims
to be the city’s oldest pub,
dating back to 1198. The
present pub, built in the
1750s, is lined with old
photographs and dark wood
panelling, and showcases
traditional music sessions
nightly. Every pub prides
itself on the quality of its
Guinness, though most locals
acknowledge that Mulligan’s,
founded in 1782, serves the
best pint in the city.

The Grave Diggers is
situated on the northern
outskirts of the city in
Phibsborough. Located
next to a graveyard,
this bar has more
character than most,
and it’s worth the
taxi ride just to see
what a Dublin bar
would have looked
like hundreds of
years ago. On
summer week-
ends, the green
outside fills with
lazy drinkers enjoying pints
and swapping stories.

Grogan’s bar, on William
Street, is frequented by many
of Dublin’s bohemian
characters. Part bar, part art
gallery, it exhibits an array of
paintings by local artists.

Café en Seine is influenced
by a belle époque Parisian
bar. Its interior is huge and
cavernous, and the decor rich
and alluring. At weekends,
this bar heaves with Dublin’s

GUINNESS TIME

A Guinness advertisement
at a Dublin pub

movers and shakers. Situated
next door is Ron Black’s, one of
Dublin’s more style-conscious
bars, usually frequented by
members of the film industry.
Lofty ceilings, dark panelled
walls and off-white furnish-
ings set the mood for relaxed
networking or enjoyable
people-watching.

Grand Central is one of the
very few bars on the city’s
main thoroughfare, O’Connell
Street. Housed in a former
bank, many of the original
features have been retained.

Rush, a small chic bar, has a
strictly pop-music policy and
is populated by a trendy young
crowd. The Welcome Inn is a
journey back to the 1970s; low
formica tables and vinyl stools
complement the antiquated

wallpaper. The young
crowd can be rambunc-
tious, depending on

, who has programmed
. the jukebox.

Dice Bar is a
pseudo-dive bar
with a dark interior
of clashing blacks
and reds. The
music policy is a
combination of
rare rock ‘n’ roll
and blues records.

Urban and cosmopolitan,
The Globe is as popular
during the day for coffee as it
is at night. The crowd is a
cool mix of musicians and
city hipsters. Not unlike the
Globe, but with a modern
twist, 4 Dame Lane is a slickly
designed bar. At night it fills
with a young crowd that loves
the eclectic music. Two flaming
torches mark the entrance.

Part of the sleek Morgan
Hotel in Temple Bar, the
beautifully designed Morgan
Bar prides itself on serving
outstanding cocktails. The
Market Bar, a relative
newcomer to the scene, is
fast becoming one of the
city’s favourite gastro-pubs.
Set in an old factory, high
ceilings and red-brick walls
lend this place a certain retro-
industrial charm. Superb food
is served throughout the day.

Small, comfy Peter’s Pub
has a reputation for quality
pints and is considered by
many to be the quintessential
Dublin boozer.
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A LITERARY PUB CRAWL

Pubs with strong literary
associations abound in Dublin,
particularly around Grafton
Street. McDaid's, an old pub
with an Art Deco interior, still
retains some of its bohemian
air from the time when writers
such as Patrick Kavanagh and
Brendan Behan were regulars.
Davy Byrne’s has a plusher
decor than it did when
Leopold Bloom dropped in
for a gorgonzola and mustard
sandwich in Ulysses, but it
is still well worth paying a
visit. These pubs, and others
frequented by Ireland’s most
famous authors and play-
wrights, are featured on the
excellent Dublin Literary Pub
Crawl. The two-and-a-half-
hour tours, which are led
by actors, start with a beer in
The Duke, and are by far the
most entertaining way to get
a real feel for the city’s booze-
fuelled literary heritage. Tours
take place daily in summer,
but are usually held only at
weekends in winter.

NIGHTCLUBS

Dublin’s clubs are continually
revamping and relaunching,
and variety remains the key
in clubland, with plenty of
massive superclubs and more
intimate, laidback venues. The
scene is somewhat curtailed,
however, by the city’s licensing
laws. A nightclub licence
allows a club to remain open
until 2:30am — early by many
major cities’ standards. So
Dublin clubbers start their night
early, often beginning at a pub.

Traditional fagade of Doheny & Nesbitt

The POD complex houses
four spaces, providing some
of Dublin’s most diverse
offerings. Crawdaddy features
live acts ranging from local
hip-hop groups to inter-
national reggae stars. Next
door is the ultra trendy Lobby
Bar, featuring soul music and
avantgarde design. Next to it
is the original POD, where a
trendy mix of cutting-edge
sounds and attractive clubbers
combine to produce an exclu-
sive atmosphere. Upstairs, Red
Box is the largest space and
attracts a younger crowd; the
music policy is varied and
depends upon the night.

Club M is another multi-level
nightclub with an impressive
light and sound system. It
attracts dedicated club aficion-
ados and weekend revellers.

Spirit is a unique clubbing
experience. Like its sister club
in New York, this club is divid-
ed into three areas — Mind,
Body and Soul. Spirit also
houses a therapy centre where
jaded clubbers can relax with
holistic treatments such as
reiki and Indian head massage.
A nightly show features danc-
ing and other performances.
Cocktails and glamour abound
at luxurious Traffic, which also
has a New York sister. Located
next door to Spirit, it attracts
house music fans. Dress to
impress as these clubbers are
always wearing their best.

For those looking for laid-
back sophistication, Joy’s is
technically a wine bar and has
a licence to stay open late.

Viperoom, named after the
famous Hollywood club,
usually has a pianist to

provide an intimate sound-
track. For those with more
energy to burn, a dance floor
is located in the basement.

Located in a magnificently
restored Georgian town house,
Spy is one of the most comfort-
able nightclubs in town. The
door policy is strict at this pop-
ular spot, so arriving early and
dressing up are essential if you
want to dance to cutting-edge
music or sink into a danger-
ously comfortable couch.

Zanzibar covers several floors
and features exotic Moorish
decor. At the weekend, the
young clubbers crowd at the
bar and dance to chart music.
Isaac Butt’s is a little more
intimate, with varied live music
and DJs seven nights a week.
There’s a youth hostel just
around the corner and entry
is free, so this club tends to
be popular with backpackers.

Ri-Ra, Irish for uproar, is at
the cutting edge of R&B and
dance music, and is one of
Dublin’s longest running night-
clubs. An annexe to the ever
popular Globe, Ri-Ra is packed
with serious night owls, intent
on dancing and having a ball,
every night of the week.

Play at the Gaiety opens its
doors after Friday and Saturday
night theatre performances.
Live bands play Latin, reggae,
jazz, soul or salsa. The Boom
Boom Room promotes the
kind of music that is often
overlooked by regular clubs —
live jazz, electronica and avant-
garde. Full of young, restless
bohemians and musical con-
noisseurs, the Boom Boom
Room is a style-shaping force
in the city’s club scene.

Touted as Dublin’s most
prestigious night club, Lillie’s
Bordello has a luxurious,
decadent atmosphere. The
legendary VIP room has long
been a favourite of Dublin’s
rich and famous, and regulars
often rub shoulders with the
entertainment elite.

The PLU Bar is another exclu-
sive haunt where many media
types hang out. The club is a
warren of VIP rooms and
boasts Bono as a lifetime
member (he occasionally drops
by with the rest of U2 in tow).
Renards, the not-so-VIP section,
usually plays chart music, but
hosts live jazz on Sundays.




DUBLIN AREA BY AREA

BOOKING AGENTS

Dublin Tourism
Tourism Centre,
Suffolk St, Dublin 2.
Tel 07 605 7700.
www.visitdublin.ie

HMV

65 Grafton St. Map D4.
Tel 01 679 5334
www.hmv.co.uk

Ticketmaster
Tel 0818 719300.
www.ticketmaster.ie

THEATRE

Abbey

Theatre

Abbey St Lower.

Map E2

Tel 01 878 7222.
www.abbeytheatre.ie

Andrew’s Lane
Theatre

9-11 St Andrew's Lane.
Map D3.

Tel 01 679 5720.
www.andrewslane.com

City Arts

Centre

23-25 Moss St.

Map E2.

Tel 07 639 4608.
Wwww cityartscentre.ie

Dublin Theatre
Festival

44 Essex St East.
Map C3.

Tel 07 677 8439.
www.dublintheatre
festival.com

Focus Theatre
6 Pembroke Place.
Map E5.

Tel 07 676 3071.

Gaiety

Theatre

King St South.

Map D4.

Tel 01 677 1717.
www.gaietytheatre.com

DIRECTORY
Gate Theatre National Concert
Cavendish Row. Hall
Map D1. Earlsfort Terrace.

Tel 071 874 4045.
www.gate-theatre.ie

Olympia Theatre
Dame St. Map C3.
Tel 01 679 3323.
www.olympia.ie

Project Art Centre
39 East Essex St.

Map C3.

Tel 01 881 9613.
Www.project.ie

CINEMA

Diversions
Meeting House Sq.
Map C3.

Tel 01 677 2255.
www.templebar.ie

Irish Film Institute
6 Eustace St,

Temple Bar.

Map C3.

Tel 01 679 5744.
www.ifi.ie

Screen

D'Olier St.

Map D3.

Tel 01 672 5500.

Cineworld Cinemas
Parnell St.

Map C2.

Tel 01 872 8444.
www.ugc.ie

CLASSICAL MUSIC,
OPERA AND
DANCE

Bank of Ireland
Arts Centre

Bank of Ireland Arts
Centre, Foster Place,
College Green.

Map D3.

Tel 01 671 1488.
www.bankofireland.ie

Hugh Lane
Municipal Gallery
of Modern Art
Charlemont House,
Parnell Sg North.

Map C1.

Tel 01 222 5550.
www.hughlane.ie

Map D5.
Tel 07 417 0000.
www.nch.ie

Point Theatre
East Link Bridge,
North Wall Quay.
Map D1.

Tel 01 836 6777.
www.thepoint.ie

Royal Dublin
Society (RDS)
Ballsbridge.
Tel 07 668 0866.
www.rds.ie

Royal Hospital
Kilmainham
Military Lane,
Kilmainham, Dublin 18
Tel 01 612 9900.
www.modernart.ie

ROCK, JAZZ,
BLUES AND
COUNTRY

Eamonn Doran’s
Crown Alley,

Temple Bar, Dublin 2.
Map D3.

Tel 071 6799114.

Ha'penny
Bridge Inn

42 Wellington Quay.
Map C3.

Tel 01 677 0616.

International Bar
23 Wicklow St.

Map D3.

Tel 01 677 9250.

The Mezz
Eustace St,

Temple Bar, Dublin 2.
Map C3.

Tel 01 670 7655.

Slane Castle
Slane, Co Meath.
Tel 041 988 4400.
www slanecastle.ie

The Sugar Club

8 Lower Leeson St.

Map E5.

Tel 071 678 7188.
www.thesugarclub.com

Temple Bar
Music Centre
Curved St, Temple Bar.
Map E4.

Tel 01 670 9202.

www.tbmc.ie

The Voodoo
Lounge

Arran Quay, Dublin 7.
Map A3.

Tel 01 8736013.

Whelan’s

25 Wexford St.
Map E4 C5.

Tel 01 478 0766.

www.whelanslive.com

TRADITIONAL
MUSIC AND
DANCE

Auld Dubliner
Auld Dubliner, 24-25
Temple Bar.Map D3.
Tel 01 677 0527.

Castle Inn

5-7 Lord Edward St.
Map C3.

Tel 01 475 1122.

www.bullandcastle.ie

Cobblestone
77 King St North
Map A2.

Tel 01 872 1799.

Johnnie Fox’s
Glencullen, Co Dublin.
Tel 01 295 5647.

O’Donoghue’s
15 Merrion Row.
Map E5.

Tel 01 660 7194.

www.odonoghues.ie

The Temple Bar
48 Temple Bar. Dublin 2
Map C3.

Tel 01 672 5287.



ENTERTAINMENT

IN DUBLIN

PUBS AND BARS

4 Dame Lane
4 Dame Lane,
Dublin 2.

Map C3.

Tel 01 679 0291.

Brazen Head

20 Bridge St Lower.
Map A3.

Tel 07 679 5186.
www .brazenhead.com

Café en Seine

40 Dawson St,

Dublin 2.

Map D4.

Tel 01 677 4567.
www.capitalbars.com

Davy Byrne's

21 Duke St.

Map D4.

Tel 01 677 5217.
www.davybyrnes.com

Dice Bar

79 Queen St,
Dublin 7.

Map A2.

Tel 01 633 3936.

Doheny & Nesbitt
5 Lower Baggot St.

Map E5.

Tel 01 676 2945.
www.dohenyandnesbitt
com

Dublin Literary
Pub Crawl

37 Exchequer St.

Map D3.

Tel 01 670 5602.
www.dublinpubcrawl.
com

The Duke

9 Duke St.

Map D4.

Tel 07 679 9553.

The Globe

11 S Great George's St,
Dublin 2.

Map C4.

Tel 07 671 1220.
www.globe.ie

DIRECTORY

Grand Central
Abbey St/ O'Connell St,
Dublin 1.

Map D2.

Tel 01 872 8662.

The Grave Diggers
Prospect Sq, Glasnevin,
Dublin 9

Map D1.

Grogan'’s

15 S William St,
Dublin 2

Map D4.

Tel 01 677 9320.

Kehoe's

9 S Anne St
Map D4.

Tel 01 677 8312.

Long Hall

51 S Great George's St.
Map C4.

Tel 01 475 1590.

The Market Bar
14a Fade St,

Dublin 2

Map D4.

Tel 07 613 9094.
www.pod.ie

McDaid’s

3 Harry St,

off Grafton St.
Map D4.

Tel 01 679 4395.

The Morgan Bar
The Morgan Hotel,

10 Fleet St,

Dublin 2

Map D3.

Tel 01 643 7000.
www.themorgan.com

Mulligan’s

8 Poolbeg St.
Map E3.

Tel 01 677 5582.
www.mulligans.ie

Neary’s

1 Chatham St.
Map D4.

Tel 01 677 8596.

Peter’'s Pub

1 Johnson'’s Place,
Dublin 2.

Map D4.

Tel 01 677 8588.

Ron Black’s
38 Dawson St,
Dublin 2.

Map D4.

Tel 01 670 3702.

Rush

65 S William St,
Dublin 2.

Map D4.

Tel 01 671 9542.

Stag’s Head
1 Dame Court,
off Dame Lane.
Map D3.

Tel 01 679 3687.

The Welcome Inn
13 Parnell St,

Dublin 1.

Map D1.

Tel 01 874 3227.

NIGHTCLUBS

The Boom Boom
Room

70 Parnell St,

above Patrick Conway's,
Dublin 7.

Map D1.

Tel 01 873 2687. www
theboomboomroom.tv

Club M
Blooms Hotel,
Temple Bar.
Map D3.

Tel 01 6715622.
www.clubm.ie

Crawdaddy
Harcourt St.

Map D5.

Tel 01 478 2838.
www.crawdaddy.ie

Isaac Butt's

Store St, Dublin 1.

Map E2.

Tel 01 855 5021.
www.theisaacbutt.com

Joy’'s

Baggot St, Dublin 2.
Map F5

Tel 01 676 6729.

Lillie’s Bordello
Adam Court,

off Grafton St.

Map E4 D4.

Tel 01 679 9204.
www lilliesbordello.ie

Play at the Gaiety
S King St, Dublin 2.
Map D4.

Tel 01 677 1717.
www.gaietytheatre.com

Renards

S Frederick St, Dublin 2.
Tel 01 677 5876.
www.renards.ie

POD, Lobby Bar,
Red Box

Harcourt St. Map D5.
Tel 01 4780166.
www.pod.ie

Ri-Ra

South Great George's St,
Dublin 2

Map E3.

Tel 01 671 1220.
WWwWw.rira.ie

Spirit

Abbey St, Dublin 1.
Map C2.

Tel 07 877 9999.
www spiritdublin.com

Spy

South William St.
Map D4

Tel 01 677 0014
www.spydublin.com

Traffic

Abbey St, Dublin 1.
Map C2.

Tel 01 873 4800.

Viper Room
Aston Quay, Dublin 2
Map D3.

Tel 01 672 5566.

Zanzibar

Ormond Quay, Dublin 1.
Map C3.

Tel 01 878 7212.
www.capitalbars.com



Dublin’s Best: Entertainment

It's casy to pack a lot into a night out in Dublin.
Most of the best nightspots are situated close

to each other and, in the Temple Bar area alone,
there are plenty of exciting haunts to try out.

The city offers something to suit every taste and
pocket: choose from world-class theatre, excellent
concert venues, designer café-bars and lively or
laid-back clubs hosting nights of traditional, country,
jazz or rock music. Even when there is no specific
cvent that appeals, you can simply enjoy Dublin’s
inexhaustible supply of great traditional pubs.

Stag’s Head

This gorgeous Victorian pih bas a long.
mabogany bar and bas relained ils original
mirrors and stained glass. Located down

0 metres 500
an oul-of~the-way alley, this almospheric —
preh is well worth secking out. (See pl10.) O yards 500

DUBLIN AREA BY AREA

Gate Theatre
The Gate puts on both foreign
plays and Irish classics such as
Sean O Casey’s Juno and the
Paycock. (See p90.)

NORTH OF
THE LIFFEY

SOUTHWEST

THE TEMPLE BAR AREA

It will take more than a couple of MILLENNIUM BRIDGE

are here, while
modern bars sit next
to traditional pubs
hosting fiddle
sessions. There are
also theatres and the
Irish Film Centre.
Later, clubs play
music ranging from
country to the latest
dance sounds.

”
=

|
MEETING
S

0 metres 100
Iy ——
0 yards 100

evenings to explore fully all that LIFEE M )
these narrow streets have to offer. TuAY —
Many of Dublin’s best . cToN Qe -
mid-priced restaurants gt} b L

ESSEX STREET EAST

Street theatre events take
place throughout the summer
in Temple Bar. This actor is
portraying George Bernard Shaw
in a typical street performance.

HA'PENNY BRIDGE

\ : | ‘

"“TEMPLE BAR

Mo4

™ AITW Nmowy

COPE STREET

133315 sINN




ENTERTAINMENT IN DUBLIN
I [ I

. Abbey Theatre
Despite vecurring financial problems, Ireland’s

prestigious national theatve Sill manages 1o
stage compelling new drama, such as Dancing
at Lughnasa by Brian Friel. (See p88.)

el .

Point Theatre
Once a Viclorian railway lerminus,
this is now the country’s top live

—————music grena. Major acls. including
———— ~ Van Morrison (above) and Liciano
~ Pavarolti-bave appeaved bere
and 5t’s also a popndar venue for

\\ bil musicals. (See p109.)

SOUTHEAST
DUBLIN

| McDaid’s

Playwnright Brendan Beban
(sce p23) downed many a
pint in this pub. which
dates from 1779. Though
Sfirmly un’z}he tourist trail,
MéDaid’s vetains its
hohemgan chayn, and bars
upstairs and downstairs

/ provide space for a
leisurely drink. (Sce p113)

]

National Concert Hall

The National Symphony Orchestra
performs most Priday evenings. A
combination of dance, chamber
music and other performance aris
makes up a full programme of
events. From May 1o July,
inexpensive Tuesday lunch-time
concerts are held. (See pli9.)
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KEY TO STREET FINDER ABBREVIATIONS
Ave Avenue E East Pde Parade Sth South
Br Bridge La Lane Pl Place Tce Terrace
a Close Lr Lower Rd Road Up Upper
Ct Court Nth North St Street/Saint w West
A Bride Street New €5 | Constitution Hill B1 | Eustace Street a
Bridge Street Lower A3 Convent Close F5 Exchange Street Lower a
Abbey Street Lower D2 | pridge Street Upper A3 | Cook Street B3 | Exchange Street Upper ca
Abbey Street Middle D2 | pridgefoot Street A3 | Coombe Court A4 | Exchequer Street D3
Abbey Street Old E2 | Britain Place D1 | Cope Street D3
Abbey Street Upper €2 | Brown Street North A2 | Copper Alley a | F
Abbey Theatre D2 | pown Street South A5 | Cork Hill C3 | Fade Street ca
Adair Lane D3 | Brunswick Street North A2 | Cork Street A5 | Eather Mathew Bridge A3
Adelaide Hospital €4 | Byckingham Street Corporation Street E1 | Father Mathew Square B2
Amiens Street F1 Lower F1 | Crane Lane 3 | Fenian Street F4
Anglesea Row Q Bull Alley Street B4 | Creighton Street F3 | Fishamble Street B3
ﬁ:g‘eessifeiraitrth l:; Burgh Quay D3 | Crown Alley D3 | Fitzwilliam Lane ES
Busaras E2 Cuckoo Lane B2 Fitzwilliam Square E5
PR ST Sy D4 | ptt Bridge E2 | Cuffe Street €5 | Fitzwilliam Square
CATESS a2 2 Byrne's Lane (@) Cumberland Street North D1 North ES5
Ardee Row A5 Cumberland Street South  F4 | Fitzwilliam Square
Ardee Street As | C Custom House E2 West E5
ﬁrran Quay e Camden Place c5 Custom House Quay E2 Fitzwilliam Street
rran Street East B2
e Camden Row s Lower F5
Asdill’s Row D3 Camden S L cs D i
e A4 amden Street Lower Fitzwilliam Street
e - D3 Capel Street (o] Dame Lane a Upper F5
Carman’s Hall A4 | Dame Street C3 | Fleet Street D3
Aston Quay D3
Al e s Castle Market D4 Dawson Lane D4 Foley Street E1
Aungier Street s Castle Steps a Dawson Street D4 Foster Place D3
Castle Street C3 | Dean Street B4 | Fountain Place A2
B Cathal Brugha Street D1 Dean Swift Square B4 Four Courts B3
Bachelors Walk D3 | Cathedral Lane B5 | Denzille Lane F4 | Fownes Street D3
Back Lane B4 | Cathedral Street D2 | Diamond Park E1 | Francis Street B4
Baggot Court F5 Cathedral View Court BS Digges Street Upper cs5 Frederick Street South E4
Baggot Rath Place E5 | Chamber Street A5 | D'Olier Street D3 | Frenchman's Lane E2
Baggot Street Lower F5 | Chancery Lane C4 | Dominick Lane C1 | Friary Avenue A2
Ball's Lane B2 | Chancery Place B3 | Dominick Place a Fumbally Lane B5
Bank of Ireland D3 Chancery Street B3 Dominick Street Lower c1
Bass Place FA Chapel Lane (o] Dominick Street Upper B1 G
Beaver Street F1 Charles Street West B3 | Donore Road A5 | Garden Lane A4
Bedford Row D3 | Chatham Row D4 | Dorset Street Upper cl Garden of
Bella Place F1 Chatham Street D4 Dowlings Court F3 Remembrance c1
Bella Street E1 Christ Church Cathedral B3 Drury Street D4 Gardiner Street Lower E1
Bell’s Lane E5 | Christchurch Place B4 | Dublin Castle C3 | Gardiner Street Middle D1
Benburb Street A2 | Church Avenue West B2 | Dublin Civic Museum D4 | Gate Theatre D1
Beresford Lane E2 | Church Lane South C5 | Dublin Writers General Post Office D2
Beresford Place E2 Church Street B3 Museum c1 Geoffrey Keating Road A5
Beresford Street B2 Church Street New A2 Dublinia B4 George's Dock F2
Bewley's Oriental Café D4 Church Street Upper B2 Duke Lane D4 George's Hill B2
Bishop Street cs Church Terrace B2 Duke Street D4 George's Lane A2
Blackhall Parade A2 | City Hall ca George's Quay E2
Blackhall Place A2 City Quay F2 E Gloucester Diamond E1
Blackhall Street A2 | Clanbrassil Street Lower B5 Earl Place D2 | Gloucester Place E1
Blackpitts B5 Clare Lane E4 Earl Street North D2 Gloucester Street South E3
Bolton Street (¢] Clare Street E4 | Earl Street South A4 | Glover's Alley D4
Bonham Street A3 Clarence Mangan Road A5 Earlsfort Terrace D5 Golden Lane ca
Borris Court B3 | Clarendon Row D4 | Ebenezer Terrace A5 | Grafton Street D4
Bow Lane East ca Clarendon Street D4 Eden Quay D2 Granby Lane c1
Bow Street A2 Clonmel Street D5 Ellis Quay A3 Granby Place c1
Boyne Street F4 Coke Lane A3 Ely Place E5 Granby Row c1
Brabazon Row A5 | Coleraine Street B1 Erne Place Lower F3 | Grangegorman Upper A1
Brabazon Street A4 College Green D3 Erne Street Upper F4 Grant's Row FA
Bracken’s Lane E3 | College Lane E3 Erne Terrace Front F3 | Grattan Bridge ca
Braithwaite Street A4 College Street D3 Essex Quay a Gray Street A4
Bride Road B4 | Commons Street F2 Essex Street East C3 | Greek Street B2
Bride Street ca Connolly Station F1 Essex Street West a Green Street B2




DUBLIN STREET FINDER 117
H Long Lane B5 Ormond Square B3 Setanta Place E4
S G 5 Longford Street Great ca Ormond Street A5 Seville Place F1
Hagton Street B2 Longford Street Little ca Oscar Square A5 Seville Terrace F1
Hammond Lane A3 Lord Edward Street C3 | Oxmantown Lane A2 | sShaw Street E3
Hammond Street A5 Lotts D2 Shelbourne Hotel E4
Luke Street E3 P Sheriff Street Lower F1
Hanbury Lane A4 | S B2 Shin S G ca
MEGEr (A B4 urgan Street Palmerston Place B1 ip Street Great
" B4 Parliament Street €3 | Ship Street Little 4
M Parnell Place D1 | Smithfield A2
Hanover Street East F3 h
p . Mabbot Lane E1 Parnell Square East D1 South Great
Ha'penny Bridge D3 G 55 ca
Harbour Court D2 Madden Road A5 Parnell Square West cl beorge's treet
Harcourt Street D5 Magennis Place F3 Parnell Street c2 Spring Garden Lane E3
Hawkins Street E3 | Malpas Street B5 | Patrick Street 23 | Skl L8
Haymarket A2 | Mansion House D4 | Pearse Station F3 | Stanhope Street A1
Hendrick Lane A2 Mark Street E3 Pearse Street E3 Stephen Street Lower ca
Hendrick Street A2 | Mark's Alley West B4 | Pembroke Lane 55 || Sisian siics Ugger @
Henrietta Lane B1 Mark’s Lane F3 Pembroke Row B | Sl e
Henrietta Place B2 | Marlborough Street D1 | Pembroke Street Lower E5 | Stephen's Place F5
Henrietta Street B1 Marshall Lane A3 [ Peter Row @ | Stwplaie B2
Henry Place D2 | Marsh's Library B4 | Peter Street Ca | Stokes Place D5
ey it p2 | Mary Street C2 | Peterson’s Court F3 | Stoneybatter A2
Mary Street Little B2 | Phibsborough Road B1 | Store Street E2
Herbert Lane S i Strand Street Great a
Herbert Street F5 Mary's Lane B2 Phoenix Street North A3
Matt Talbot Memorial Pimlico A4 | Strand Street Little a
Heytesbury Street c5 q D1
High Street B3 Bridge E2 | Pleasants Street c5 | Strong's Court
Hill Street p1 | Maylane A2 | Poolbeg Street E3 | Suffolk Street D3
H Mayor Street Lower F2 | Poole Street A4 | Summerhill E1
ogan Place F4
Holles Place Fa Meade’s Terrace F4 Powerscourt Townhouse D4 Susan Terrace A5
Holles Row Fa | Meath Hospital B5 | Prebend Street B1 | Swift's Alley A4
Holles Street F4 | Meath Place A4 | Preston Street F1 gw‘ﬂ s RO‘;Vt . E:
’ camore Stree
Hugh Lane Municipal Meath Street A4 i 5, Leti B Y
Gallery of Modern Art €1 Meetinghouse Lane c2 Prince’s Street North D2
y 3 B
Hume Street E5 Mellowes Bridge A3 Prince’s Street South F3
Memorial Road E2 Tailors' Hall B4
| Mercer Street Upper cs Talbot Place E2
Merchant's Quay B3 Queen Street A2 Talbot Street D2
::SSVQDuoacyk ;g Merrion Row. E5 | Quinn’s Lane E5 | Tara Street E3
Irish Whiskey Corner A2 Wlai(en el G2 R Tara S‘treet SET E;
Island Street A3 | Merrion Square East F5 : Temple Bar
Ve @ ets D5 Merrion Square North F4 | Railway Street E1 Temple Cottages B1
Merrion Square South E4 | Rath Row E3 | Temple Lane North D1
.l Merrion Square West E4 | Redmond’s Hil C5 | Temple Lane South c
Merrion Street Lower F4 Reginald Street A4 | The Coombe A4
James Joyce Merrion Street Upper E5 River Liffey A3 | Thomas Court A4
Cu\’tural iz Dl Michael’s Terrace A5 | RossRoad B4 | Thomas Court Lane A4
James's Place F5 1 \ill Street A5 | Rotunda Hospital D1 | Thomas Davis
James’s Place East F5 | Millennium Bridge 3 | Royal Hibernian Street South B4
Jervis Lane Lower €2 | prolesworth Place D4 Academy E5 | Thomas Street West A4
Jervis Lane Upper c2 Molesworth Street D4 | Rutland Place D1 Thomas's Lane D1
Jervis Street C2 | \iontague Place c5 | Rutland Street Lower E1 | Townsend Street E3
John Street North A3 e
ohn Street Nort Montague Street c5 | Ryder's Row C2 | Trinity College E3
John Stvreet South A5 Moorellane D1 Trinity Street D3
John Dillon Street B4 Moore Streat D2 S
Uil S Lelite (225 ES Morning Star Avenue A1 | Sackville Place b2 1y
John's L W A4 f
Jghgssonaggurteﬂ B4 | Moss treet E2 | St And’rew s Street D3 | o Street A3
Mount Street Lower F4 | StAnn's ChU'Ch DA | her's Island A3
K Mount Street Upper F5 | StAudoen’s Church B3 | sher's Quay A3
Mountjoy Street c1 St Augustine Street A3
Kevin Street Lower ] Mountjoy Street Middle B1 | StCathedral Lane East A4 Vv
Kevin Street Upper B5 St Kevin's Avenue B5 R
Kildare Street E4 N St Mary's Abbey Cc2 | Vicar Street A4
Killarney Street F1 St Mary's Pro-Cathedral D1
King Street North A2 | Nassau Street D3 | g Mary's Terrace a | W
King Street South pa | National Qa\\ew E4 | St Michael's Close B3 | Wards Hill BS
King's Inns B1 | Natural History St Michael’s Hill B3 | Watkins Buildings A4
King’s Inns Park B1 Muselum E4 | ot Michan's Church A2 | Weaver's Square A5
King's Inns Street c1 | National Library E4 | of Michan's Street B2 | Weaver's Street Al
Kirwan Street A1 | National Muset;'m E4 | St paul Street A2 | Wellington Quay a
mew 'S‘OW 5%“‘ X :; St Patrick’s Cathedral B4 | Werburgh Street ca
L New Street Sonh B5 St Patrick’s Close B4 | Western Way B1
Lad Lane F5 New treel—tl out St Patrick’s Park B4 | Westland Row F4
Lamb Alley B4 ewmank EER D5 | o Stephen’s Green D5 | Westmoreland Street D3
Leeson Lane E5 Ngv';/rr;ar Set A5 St Stephen’s Wexford Street c5
Leeson Street Lower es | Nid ‘;'?35 treet B Green East E5 | Whitefriar Place c4
Leinster House g4 | Nort re:at St Stephen’s Whitefriar Street c4
Leinster Street South E4 George's Street i Green North D4 | Whitefriar Street
Lemon Street pa | North Wall Quay F2 | ot Stephen’s Carmelite Church ca
Liberty Lane c5 Green South D5 Wicklow Street D3
Liberty Park E1 O St Stephen'’s William Street South D4
Liffey Street Lower D2 | O'Carolan Road A5 Green West D5 | William's Place South B5
Liffey Street Upper €2 | O'Connell Bridge D2 | StThomas Road A5 | William’s Row D2
Lincoln Place E4 | O’Connell Street Lower D2 | StWerburgh's Church B4 | Windmill Lane F3
Linenhall Parade B1 O'Connell Street Upper D1 Sampson'’s Lane D2 | Windsor Place ES
Linenhall Street B2 O'Curry Avenue A5 Sandwith Street Upper F4 | Winetavern Street B3
Linenhall Terrace B1 O'Curry Road A5 | Sandwith Street Lower F3 | Wolfe Tone Park (@)
Lisburn Street B2 O’Donovan Rossa Bridge B3 Schoolhouse Lane E4 Wolfe Tone Street (e]
Little Britain Street B2 Oliver Bond Street A3 Schoolhouse Lane West B3 Wood Quay B3
Little Green Street B2 O'Rahilly Parade D2 Sean MacDermott Wood Street ca
Litton Lane D2 Oriel Street Upper F1 Street Lower E1
Loftus Lane (] Ormond Quay Lower a Sean MacDermott Y
Lombard Street East F3 Ormond Quay Upper B3 Street Upper D1 York Street ca
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Ireland at a Glance

The lure of Ireland’s much-vaunted Atlantic
shores, from the wild coastline of Cork and
Kerry to the remote peninsulas of the Northwest,
is strong. However, to neglect the interior would
be to miss out on Ireland’s equally characteristic
landscapes of lush valleys, dark peatlands and
unruffled loughs. Most regions are rich in historic
sights: from world-famous Neolithic sites in the Yeats Country is a
Midlands to imposing Norman castles in the charming part of Counly NQRTHWEST
North and Palladian mansions in the Southeast. Stigo clusely associated IR

with WB Yeats. The
poel was born here
and is buried within
sight of Ben Bulben's
ridge. (Sce pp232-3.)

THE WEST
OF IRELAND
(See pp200-219)
Connemara National Park in Count) Galway

boasts stunning landscapes in which
mountains and lakes are combined with a
dramatic Atlantic coastline. The extensive
blanket bogs ard moorland are vich in
wildlife and unusual plants. (See p203.)

Bunratty Castle
{See pp192-3)

The Rock of Cashel, a forii-
Jied medieval abbey, perches
| on a limestone cutcrop in the
beart of Counly Tipperary. I}

boasts sume of Treland's finest
Romanesque sculpture.
(See ppl96-7)

CORK AND KERRY
(See pp152-79)

Bantry House
{See pp168-9)

The Lakes of Killarney, flanked by the
lush, wooded slopes of some of the
couniry’s bighest mountains, are the
principal attraction in the southwest
of Ireland. (See pp162-3.)

<] Colourful Dingle High Street
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The Giant’s Causeway, where *
ancienl lava flows have been
ervded 1o reveal columns gt
of unnatural regularity, is
Northern Ireland’s
most curious sight.
According to local
mythology, the rocks
were placed bere by
a giant called Finn
NORTHERN MacCool lo enable

IRELAND : bim o walk across
(See pp254-85) } the sea to g‘cntl{md,
(Sce pp262-3.)

Mount Stewart House,
a 19th-century mansion,
is most renowned for s
magnificen! gardens.
These were created as
recently as the 1920s.
but a colourful array
of exotic plants has
Newgrande  jyvived in the warm
THE MIDL{\NDS N\ (See pp246-7) i voclimale enjoyed
(See pp236-53) & ! in this part of County
y F Down. (Sce pp282-3.)

Powerscourt is a large
estate in superb
countryside on the
edge of the Wicklow
Mountains. Its grounds
rank among the last
great formal gardens
of Europe. Originally
planted in the 1730s,
they were restored
and embellished in
the 19th century.

(See pp134-5.)

0 kilometres

0 miles 25

Kilkenny Castle was for
centuries the stronghold of the
Butler dynasty, which controlled
much of southeast Ireland in the
Middle Ages. The vast Norman
Jortress was remodelled during
the Victorian period and still
dominates Kilkenny — one of

the country’s most historic and
pleasant towns. (See ppl42-3.)
I
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SOUTHEAST IRELAND

The Southeast’s proximity
to Britain meant that it was
often the first port of call
for foreign invaders. Viking
raiders arrived here in the
9th century and founded
some of Ireland’s earliest
towns, including Water-
ford and Wexford. They
were followed in 1169 by the Anglo-
Normans (see pp36-7), who shaped
the region’s subsequent development.

Given its strategic importance, the
Southeast was heavily protected,
mostly by Anglo-Norman lords loyal
to the English Crown. Remains of
impressive castles attest to the power
of the Fitzgeralds of Kildare and the
Butlers of Kilkenny, who between
them virtually controlled the Southeast
throughout the Middle Ages. English
influence was stronger here than in

iJ A et |

KILDARE - WICKLOW -
WATERFORD - WEXFORD

CARLOW - KILKENNY

lessed with the warmest climate in Ireland, the Southeast has

always presented an attractive prospect for settlers. Landscapes

of gently rolling bills have been tamed by centuries of culti-
vation, with lush farmland, imposing medieval castles and great
houses enhancing the region’s atmosphere of prosperity.

any other part of the island.
From the 18th century, wealthy
Anglo-Irish families were drawn
© to what they saw as a stable
zone, and felt confident enough
to build fine mansions like the
Palladian masterpieces of Russ-
borough and Castletown. English rule
was not universally accepted, however.
The Wicklow Mountains became a
popular refuge for opponents to the
Crown, including the rebels who fled
the town of Enniscorthy after a bloody
battle during the uprising against the
English in 1798 (see p41).

This mountainous region is still the
only real wilderness in the Southeast,
in contrast to the flat grasslands that
spread across Kildare to the west. To
the east, sandy beaches stretch almost
unbroken along the shore between
Dublin and Rosslare in Wexford.

Traditional thatched cottages in Dunmore East, County Waterford

< Staircase hall with ornate 18th-century stuccowork in Castletown House, County Kildare
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Exploring Southeast Ireland

The southeast has something for everyone, from busy seaside
resorts to quaint canalside villages, Norman abbeys and bird

sanctuaries. The Wicklow Mountains, the location of several major A one
sights such as the monastic complex of Glendalough and the 7
magnificent gardens of Powerscourt, provide perfect touring and 7\(
walking territory. Further south, the most scenic routes cut through 4
the valleys of the Slaney, Barrow and Nore rivers, flanked by o
historic ports such as New Ross, from where you can explore BOG OF ALLEN
local waterways by boat. Along the south coast, which is more NATURE CENTRE
varied than the region’s eastern shore, beaches are interspersed \
with rocky headlands, and quiet coastal villages provide good L
alternative bases to the busy towns of Waterford and Wexford. #
Further inland, the best places to stay include Lismore and NMONASTEREY .
Kilkenny, which is one of the finest historic towns in ITreland. 4
Poﬁ'gu s
1
e — :‘ |
NAA D
7 \ N
Ballylynan
|
f Portlacise L
\olgﬂrmw N 5
Rathdowney Vj\
Ballvraggex | astlecomer
o y
Vil OFre ford
/‘J\ mOUrIingford Of’[‘:’i""‘“
Graiguenamanagh, on the Barrow north of New Ross %he, K|LKENNY m/
IL K X ]
SIGHTS AT A GLANCE 7 RQ‘” e
Ardmore @ Saltee Islands @ \/\L mINT astown
Avondale House @ Waterford pp146 -7 @ ABBEY ¢
Bog of Allen Nature Centre €@  Wexford @ \,\ Knocktopher »»(ﬁilsnﬁ&z
Bray @ Wicklow Mountains @ =]
Browne’s Hill Dolmen @® Ahehri'ip' c‘(ilmaqanlh \
Castletown House ppi30-31 @ Tours Cahat \:é\ 5 { s Lukesw?ll
Dunmore East @ Military Road @ e = ’ | S e

NN
Enniscorthy @ 7, Clonmel i
Glendalough ® Comeragh on-Sult

: &, Moufitains
Hook Peninsula @ Clj?h?:mfg‘ & nu»% o I o / /
Irish National Heritage Park @ L= BA"JL%TZC;;ZZW \Z’ K” 7 WATER “‘9" D Z
Jerpoint Abbey o Knockmea !r}u;r?f:“ \’“ -{ AT &'i‘ 0 R D
Johnstown Castle @ Mountains /) N i
Kildare @ \ & 3 apm‘iuin lmao LEmYbnj&\Jf 74 %,_
Kilkenny pp142 -3 @ N ; L " Bunmahon
Killruddery House @ Femoy of ff\oungar\m?’/ \//J
Lismore @ Conna tonea Bay
Monasterevin @ : - Ballyrjmul /
Mount Usher Gardens ® \ /q_
New Ross @ \ Kinﬁalebeg <
Powerscourt pp134-5 @ Cork % Youghaﬁ Wil X MDMORE
Robertstown @ ) Youghal e kilometres 2
Rosslare @ AN Bay i
Russborough Housc @ 0 miles 20

For additional map symbols see back flap
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. Killiney
Rl\Kiltiney Bay

/ﬂ i
£,
G
]

j { / % ! e —
KILDAR j ¥ 4 | “ A 19th-century winged
;‘761%/"‘7\ / &) \ lébRSLéDDERY horse at Powerscourt
7 » ‘ - W~
KILD A e 9/ )
‘ ollywood E & ewcastle
A5 s :

E}ontstov@m ‘ GETTING AROUND
ARDENS Wy Routes N11, N9 and N7 fan
out from Dublin, serving

icklow Wexford, Waterford and

e Ballitore v
Athy j Lugnaguitiia Mt A (S)
.bpahinglaﬁm I Kildare respectively. Rail
[ S pAVONDALE lines follow a similar
Oﬁastladeﬁ)n W I

course: the eastern coastal
oRathvilly towns are served by the
Dublin Rosslare railway, and
there are good train services
to Kildare and Kilkenny. You
will need a car to explore
the south coast; the Passage
East-Ballyhack ferry is a
useful shortcut between
Waterford and Wexford.

E'S HILL

KEY
& okil
\,,\\.\0 : okiltealy == Motorway
aiguenamanagh == Major road
ENNISCORT

Secondary road

~ Minor road

=== Scenic route

Main railway

Minor railway

County border

A Summit

Bridgetown S

RE Bul/ylsige Kilmore Quay

Ba, Qﬂ

HOOK SALTEE
PENINSULA ISLANDS 24
SEE ALSO

« Where Lo Slay pp299-302

* Restauranls, Cafés and Pubs
Pp328-31 & 3467

The seaside resort of Bray on the east coast
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Castletown
House @

See pp130-31.

Robertstown @

Road map D4. Co Kildare. il 240 [=]

Ten locks west along the
Grand Canal from Dublin,
Robertstown is a characteristic
19th-century canalside village,
with warehouses and cottages
flanking the waterfront. Freight
barges plied the route until
about 1960, but pleasure boats
have since replaced them.
Visitors can take barge cruises
from the quay and the Grand
Canal Company’s Hotel, built
in 1801 for canal passengers,
is now used for banquets.
Near Sallins, about 8 km
(5 miles) east of Robertstown,
the canal is carried over the
River Liffey along the Leinster
Aqueduct, an impressive
structure built in 1783.

Bog of Allen
Nature Centre ©@

Road map D4. Lullymore, Co Kildare.
Tel 045 860133. [Z] to Newbridge.
[E] to Allenwood. [ ] 9:30am-4pm
Mon-Fri. 77 [ Itd. www.ipcc.ie

Anyone interested in the
natural history of Irish bogs
should visit The Nature
Centre. Housed in an old
farmhouse at Lullymore, 9 km
(6 miles) northeast of
Rathangan, Peatland World
lies at the heart of the Bog of
Allen, a vast expanse of
raised bogland
(see p252) that
extends across |
the counties

St Brigid’s Cathedral and roofless round tower in Kildare town

The Grand Canal Company’s Hotel in Robertstown

of Offaly, Laois and Kildare.
An exhibition of flora, fauna
and archaeological finds
explores the history and
ecology of the bog, while
guided walks across the peat-
lands introduce visitors to the
bog's delicate ecosystem.

Stacking peat for use as fuel

Monasterevin @

Road map D4. Co Kildare.

R 2.200. [F]

This Georgian market town
lies west of Kildare, where
the Grand Canal crosses the
River Barrow. Waterborne
trade brought prosperity to
Monasterevin in the 18th cen-

tury, but the locks now see

little traffic. However, you can
still admire the aqueduct,
which is a superb example
of canal engineering.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp299-302 and pp328-31

Moore Abbey, next to the
church, was built in the 18th
century on the site of a mon-
astic foundation, but the grand
Gothic mansion owes much
to Victorian remodelling. Once
the ancestral seat of the Earls
of Drogheda, in the 1920s
Moore Abbey became the
home of the celebrated tenor,
John McCormack (see p24). 1t
is now a hospital.

Kildare ©

Road map D4. Co Kildare. [{fil 4,200.
1 [E] Fl Market House 045 521240.
& Thu. www.eastcoastmidlands.ie

The charming and tidy town
of Kildare is dominated by

St Brigid’s Cathedral, which
commemorates the saint who
founded a religious community
on this site in 480. Unusually,
monks and nuns lived here
under the same roof, but this
was not the only unorthodox
practice associated with the
community. Curious pagan
rituals, including
the burning of a
perpetual fire,
continued until the
16th century. The
fire pit is still visible,
as is the highest
round tower that
can be climbed in
Ireland, which was
probably built
in the 12th
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Japanese Gardens at Tully near Kildare

century and has a Romanesque
doorway. The cathedral was
rebuilt in the Victorian era, but
the restorers largely adhered
to the 13th-century design.

£ St Brigid's Cathedral
Market Square. Tel 085 120 5920.
[] May-Sep: daily. Donation.

Environs

Kildare lies at the heart of
racing country: the Curragh
racecourse is nearby, stables
are scattered all around and
bloodstock sales take place at
Kill, northeast of town.

The National Stud is a semi-
state-run bloodstock farm at
Tully, just south of Kildare. It
was founded in 1900 by an
eccentric Anglo-Trish colonel
called William Hall-Walker.
He sold his foals on the basis
of their astrological charts,
and put skylights in the stables
to allow the horses to be
“touched” by sunlight and
moonbeams. Hall-Walker
received the title Lord
Wavertree in reward for
bequeathing the farm to
the British Crown in 1915.

Visitors can explore the 400-
ha (1,000-acre) grounds and
watch the horses being
exercised. Mares are generally
kept in a separate paddock
from the stallions. Breeding
stallions wait in the covering

shed: each one is expected to
cover 100 mares per season.
There is a special foaling

unit where the mare and

foal can remain undisturbed
after the birth.

The farm has its own forge
and saddlery, and also a Horse
Museum. Housed in an old
stable block, this illustrates

the importance of horses in
Irish life. Exhibits include the
frail skeleton of Arkle, a
famous champion steeple-
chaser in the 1960s.

Sharing the same estate as
the National Stud are the
Japanese Gardens and St
Fiachra’s Garden. The
Japanese Gardens were laid
out in 1906-10 by Japanese
landscape gardener Tassa
Eida, with the help of his son
Minoru and 40 assistants. The
impressive array of trees and
shrubs includes maple, bonsai,
mulberry, magnolia, sacred
bamboo and cherry. The
gardens take the form of an
allegorical journey through
life, beginning with the Gate
of Oblivion and leading to the
Gateway of Eternity, a con-
templative Zen rock garden.

St Fiachra’s Garden covers
1.6 ha (4 acres) of woodland,
wetland, lakes and islands,
and features a Waterford
Crystal Garden within the
monastic cells.

¥ National Stud and
Japanese and St Fiachra’s
Gardens

Tully. Tel 045 521617. D 9:30am-
5pm daily (Nov-Jan: to 3:30pm).
IZ7 I3 "3 National Stud only. [

1 www.irish-national-stud.ie

HORSE RACING IN IRELAND

Ireland has a strong racing culture and, thanks to its non-
elitist image, the sport is enjoyed by all. Much of the
thoroughbred industry centres around the Curragh, a grassy
plain in County Kildare stretching unfenced for more than
2,000 ha (5,000 acres). This area is home to many of the
country’s studs and training yards, and every morning
horses are put through their paces on the gallops. Most of
the major flat races, including the Irish Derby, take place at
the Curragh racecourse just east of Kildare. Other fixtures
are held at nearby Punchestown — most famously the
steeplechase festival in April/May — and at Leopardstown,
which also hosts major National Hunt races (see pp28-9).

Finishing straight at the Curragh racecourse
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Castletown House ©

Built in 1722-32 for William Conolly, Speaker
"™ of the Irish Parliament, the facade of Castletown
was the work of Florentine architect Alessandro
Galilei and gave Ireland its first taste of
Palladianism. The magnificent interiors date
N\ from the second half of the 18th century. They

wife of William Conolly’s great-nephew, Tom,

22557 who lived here from 1759. Castletown remained
Conolly crest  in the family until 1965, when it was taken
onanarmchair - gver by the Irish Georgian Society. The state
now owns the house and it is open to the public.

% Long Gallery

The beavy ceiling sections
and friezes date from the
1720s and the walls were
decorated in the Pompeian
manner in the 1770s.

Green Drawing
Room

Red Drawing Room
The red damask covering the walls of this
room is probably French and dates from the
19th century. This exquisite mabhogany bureau

West wing
with kitchen The Dining Room, with a
compartmentalized ceiling,
was designed by Isaac Ware.
Boudoir Wall Paintings

The boudoir’s decorative panels,
moved here from the Long Gallery,
|| were inspired by the Raphael
Loggia in the Vatican.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp229-302 and pp328-31
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VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

Road map D4. Celbridge, Co
Kildare. Tel 07 628 8252.

67, 67A from Dublin.
Following restoration work
in 2007, call or check website
for opening hours.

173 B I3 obligatory.
Summer concerts.
www.heritageireland.ie

% Print Room
In this, the only intact 18th-century print room in Ireland,
Lady Louisa indulged ber taste for Italian engravings. It was
fashionable at that time for ladies to paste prints directly on
to the wall and frame them with elaborate festoons.

The Entrance Hall is an
austere Neo-Classical room.
Its most decorative feature is
the delicate carving on the
pilasters of the upper gallery.

STAR FEATURES
% Long Gallery

% Print Room

% Staircase Hall

The Boar Hunt, painted by
Paul de Vos (1596-1678)

% Staircase Hall

This portrait of Lady
Louisa is part of the superb
Rococo stuccowork by the
Francini brothers which
decorates the staircase.

The east wing originally
housed the stables.

Entrance

CONOLLY’S FOLLY

This folly, which lies just
beyond the grounds of
Castletown House, provides
the focus of the view from
the Long Gallery. Speaker
Conolly’s widow, Katherine,
commissioned it in 1740

as a memorial to her late
husband, and to provide
employment after a harsh
winter. The unusual structure
of superimposed arches
crowned by an obelisk is
from designs by Richard
Cassels, architect of Russ-
borough House (see p132).
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Saloon in Russborough House with original fireplace and stuccowork

inside and out. The house
RUSSbOI'Ollgh claims the longest frontage in
House 0 Ireland, with a facade adorned

by heraldic lions and curved

Road map D4. Blessington, Co Wicklow.
Tel 045 865239. 5 65 from Dublin.
[) May-Sep: 10am-5pm daily; Apr &
Oct: 10am-5pm Sun & public hols.

173 1 obligatory. A 183

This Palladian mansion, built
in the 1740s for Joseph Leeson,
Earl of Milltown, is one of
Ireland’s finest houses. Its
architect, Richard Cassels, also
designed Powerscourt House
(see pp134-5) and is credited
with introducing the Palladian
style to Ireland.

Unlike many grand estates in
the Pale, Russborough has

colonnades. The interior is
even more impressive.
Many rooms feature
superb stucco dec- |
oration, which was é‘
done largely by the [
Ttalian Francini ‘
brothers, who also
worked on Castle-
town House (see
pp130-31). The best
examples are found
in the music room,
saloon and library,
which are embellished with
exuberant foliage and cherubs.
Around the main staircase, a

Vernet seascape in
the drawing room

survived magnificently, both riot of Rococo plasterwork

depicts a hunt, with hounds
clasping garlands of flowers.
The stucco mouldings in the
drawing room were designed
especially to enclose marine
scenes by the French artist,
Joseph Vernet (1714-89). The
paintings were sold in 1926,
but were tracked down more
than 40 years afterwards and
returned to the house.

Russborough has many other
treasures, including finely
worked fireplaces of Italian
marble, imposing mahogany
doorways and priceless
collections of silver, porcelain
and Gobelin tapestries.

Such riches aside, one of
the principal reasons to visit
Russborough is to see the Beit
Art Collection, famous for its
Flemish, Dutch and Spanish
Old Master paintings. Sir
Alfred Beit, who bought the
house in 1952, inherited the
pictures from his uncle — also
named Alfred Beit and
co-founder of the de Beers

diamond mining
b empire in South
Africa. In 1974,
1986 and 2000

several master-
| pieces were
stolen from the

house. Most
were later
retrieved. More
disappeared in
another robbery in
2001, all of which
were recovered. Only a
selection of paintings is on
view in the house at any one
time, while others are on

THE HISTORY OF THE PALE

The term “Pale” refers to an area around
Dublin which marked the limits of English
influence from Norman to Tudor times. The
frontier fluctuated, but at its largest the Pale
stretched from Dundalk in County Louth to
Waterford town. Gaelic chieftains outside the
area could keep their lands provided they
agreed to bring up their heirs within the Pale.

The Palesmen supported their rulers’ interests
and considered themselves the upholders of
English values. This widened the gap between
the Gaelic majority and the Anglo-Irish, a fore-
taste of England’s doomed involvement in the
country. Long after its fortifications were
dismantled, the idea of the Pale lived on as a
state of mind. The expression “beyond the
pale” survives as a definition of those outside
the bounds of civilized society.

An 18th-century family enjoying the privileged
lifestyle typical within the Pale

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp299-302 and pp328-31
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Tourist road train on the beachfront esplanade at Bray

permanent loan to the
National Gallery in Dublin
(see pp70-71).

Russborough enjoys a fine
position near the village of
Blessington, with a good
view across to the Wicklow
Mountains. The house lies
amid wooded parkland rather
than elaborate flower gardens.
As Alfred Beit said of Irish
Palladianism, “Fine architec-
ture standing in a green sward
was considered enough.”

Environs

The Poulaphouca Reservoir,
which was formed by the
damming of the River Liffey,
extends south from
Blessington. The placid lake
is popular with watersports
enthusiasts, while other
visitors come simply to enjoy
the lovely mountain views.

Powerscourt @

See pp134-5.

Bray ©

Road map D4. Co Wicklow.

i 33,000. [Z] DART. [E] Hl old
Court House, Main St (01 286 7128).

www bray.ie

Once a refined Victorian resort,
Bray is nowadays a brash holi-
day town, with amusement
arcades and fish and chip
shops lining the seafront. Its
beach attracts large crowds in
summer, including many young
families. A more peaceful alter-
native is nearby Bray Head,

where there is scope for
bracing cliffside walks. Bray
also makes a good base from
which to explore Powerscourt
Gardens, the Wicklow Moun-
tains and the coastal villages of
Killiney and Dalkey (see p103).

Killruddery House
and Gardens ©

Road map D4. Bray, Co Wicklow.
Tel 0404 46024. [ ] May-Sep: 1pm-
5pm daily. 17 |73 Mar-mid-Nov for
groups of 20 or more, by appt only.
limited. www killruddery.com

Killruddery House lies just

to the south of Bray, in the
shadow of Little Sugar Loaf
Mountain. Built in 1651, it has
been the family seat of the
Earls of Meath ever since,
although the original mansion
was remodelled in an Eliza-
bethan Revival style in the
early 19th century. The house

contains some good carving
and stuccowork, but the real
charm of Killruddery lies in
the 17th-century formal
gardens, regarded as the
finest French Classical gardens
in the country. They were laid
out in the 1680s by a French
gardener named Bonet, who
also worked at Versailles.

The gardens, planted with
great precision, feature rom-
antic parterres, a whole array
of different hedges and many
fine trees and shrubs, both
native and foreign. The sylvan
theatre, a small enclosure
surrounded by a bay hedge,
is the only known example
of its kind in Ireland.

The Long Ponds, a pair of
canals which extend 165 m
(542 fv), were once used to
stock fish. Beyond, a pool
enclosed by two circular
hedges leads to a Victorian
arrangement of paths flanked
by statues and hedges of yew,
beech, lime and hornbeam.

View across the Long Ponds to Killruddery House




134 IRELAND REGION BY REGION

Powerscourt @

.. The gardens at Powerscourt are probably the

finest in Ireland, both for their design and
i their dramatic setting at the foot of
" Great Sugar Loaf Mountain. The house
% and grounds were commissioned in the
1730s by Richard Wingfield, the 1st

. Viscount Powerscourt. New ornamental

W gardens were completed in 1858-75 by
the 7th Viscount, who added gates,
Laocosn statue  urns and statues collected during his

8 Bamberg Gate
onupperterrace  (ravels in Europe. The house was Made in Vienna in the 1770s

gutted by an accidental fire in 1974,
but the ground floor has been beautifully renovated
and now accommodates an upmarket shopping
centre with an excellent restaurant and café.

this gilded wrought-iron gate
was brought to Powerscourt by
the 7th Viscount from Bamberg
Church in Bavaria.

Statue of

The Walled Gardens include a formal Laocodn

arrangement of clipped laurel trees
but are also used for growing plants
for Powerscourt’s gardens.

The Pets’ Cemetery
contains the graves of
Wingfield family dogs,
cats and even f
horses and
cattle.

POWERSCOURT HOUSE

In 1974 a fire at the Palladian mansion at Powerscourt left
the fine building a burnt-out shell. In recent years the
Slazenger family, who now own the estate, have restored
the ground floor and the
ballroom upstairs.
Originally built in 1731
on the site of a Norman

Dolphin Pond castle, the house was
This pool, designed as designed by Richard Cassels,
a fish pohd in the 18th who was also the architect
Centiﬂy is encl(;se v b)‘} of Russborough House

B ) (see p132). . =
;XOtllC CO’;?}S’ZWL “d Powerscourt ablaze in 1974
ovely secluded garden.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp299-302 and pp328-31
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* The Perron VISITORS’ CHECKLIST
Leading down to Triton Lake

is the Perron, a beautiful Road map D4. Enniskerry, Co
Ttalianate stairway added Wicklow. Tel 07 204 6000. ‘
in 1874. Beside the lake. it [ 185 from Bray DART station.
. d db o v [ 9:30am-5:30pm (dusk

s gudrded by htwo statues Oct-Mar) daily. [@) 25 & 26 Dec.
of Pegasus — the mythical ZEmO

winged horse and emblem Www. powerscourt.ie

of the Wingfield family.

Pebble Mosaic

Many tonnes of pebbles
were gathered from nearby
The Italian Garden is Bray beach to build the
laid out on terraces Perron and to make this
which were first cut mosaic on the terrace.

into the steep hillside
in the 1730s.

The Pepper
Pot Tower was
built in 1911.

* Triton Lake / ©

Made for the first garden, the
lake takes its name from its
central fountain, which is
modelled on a 17th-century

work by Bernini in Rome. STAR FEATURES

* Japanese Gardens | % Japanese Gardens

These enchanting Edwardian
gardens, created out of
bogland, contain Chinese
conifers and bamboo trees.

% The Perron

% Triton Lake

Powerscourt Gardens with Great Sugar Loaf Mountain beyond [>
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= The British built the Military Road
k. through the heart of the Wicklow
k Mountains during a campaign to flush
out Irish rebels after an uprising in
1798 (see p149). Now known as the
: R115, this road takes you through the
Rare red squirrel  emptiest and most rugged landscapes |
of County Wicklow. Fine countryside, in which deer
and other wildlife flourish, is characteristic of the
whole of this tour.

Powerscourt

Glencree D Enniskerr Waterfall ®

The former British barracks in The River Dargle
Glencree are among several \G Powersconrte 2, cascades 130 m
found along the Military Road. e f (425 fv) over a
granite escarpment to

form Treland’s

highest waterfall.

Great Sugar Loaf
. The granite cone of Great
sally Gap @ BN 'Y Sugar Loaf Mountain can
This remote pass is = be climbed in under an
surrounded by a vast - : =) i hour from the car park
expanse of blanket ; == on its southern side.
bog dotted with b (5 J ;
pools and streams. e P D Lough Tay @
: Stark, rocky slopes plunge
down to the dark waters
of Lough Tay. Though it
lies within a Guinness-
owned estate, the lake is
accessible to walkers.

i

Glenmacnass ®

After Sally Gap, the road

drops into a deep glen

where a waterfall spills

dramatically

over rocks.

; Roundwood ®

The highest village in Treland at 238 m
(780 fv) above sea level, Roundwood
enjoys a fine setting. Its main street is
lined with pubs, cafés and craft shops.

Glendalough @

This ancient lakeside monastery
(see pp140-41), enclosed by wood-
ed slopes, is the prime historical
sight in the Wicklow Mountains.

TIPS FOR DRIVERS

Length: 96 km (60 miles). 0 kilometers
Stopping-off points: There are ——
several pubs and cafés in 0 miles 5
Enniskerry (including Poppies, an Valle of Clara ®
old-fashioned tearoom), and also KEY This picturesque quded
in Roundwood, but this area is - Tour route valley follows the Rlver
better for picnics. There are Avonmore. It contains the
several marked picnic spots south === Other roads tiny village of Clara, which
of Enniskerry. (see also pp387-9.) o consists of two houses, a

. church and a school.

Viewpoint
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Wicklow
Mountains @

Road map D4. [Z] to Rathdrum &
Wicklow. [E] to Enniskerry, Wicklow,
Glendalough, Rathdrum & Avoca.
A Rialto House, Fitzwilliam Square,
Wicklow (0404 69117).
www.eastcoastmidlands.ie

Standing amid the rugged
wilderness of the Wicklow
Mountains, it can be hard to
believe that Dublin is under
an hour’s drive away. The in-
accessibility of the mountains
meant that they once provided
a safe hideout for opponents
of English rule. When much of
the Southeast was obedient to
the English Crown, within an
area known as the Pale (see
p132), warlords such as the
OTooles ruled in the Wicklow
Mountains. Rebels
who took part in
the 1798 uprising
(see p41) sought
refuge here too.
One of their
leaders, Michael
Dwyer, remained
at liberty in the
hills around Sally
Gap until 1803.
The building of
the Military Road,
started in 1800, made the area
more accessible, but the
mountains are still thinly
populated. There is little traffic
to disturb enjoyment of the
beautiful rock-strewn glens,
lush forest and bogland where
heather gives a purple sheen
to the land. Turf-cutting is still
a thriving cottage industry, and

)

Bearnas na Diallaite
SALLY GAP

Bealach Mileata
MILITARY ROAD

€= Gleann Life :‘
LIFFEY VALLEY +j

'_!_ Bealach Fheartire ==
LY VARTRY DRIVE

Road sign in the
Wicklow Mountains

Colourful moorland around Sally Gap in the Wicklow Mountains

you often see peat stacked up
by the road. Numerous walk-
ing trails weave through these
landscapes. Among them is the
Wicklow Way, which extends
132 km (82 miles) from Marlay
Park in Dublin to Clonegal in
County Carlow. It is marked
but not always easy to follow,
so do not set out without a
decent map. Although no peak
exceeds 915 m (3,000 ft), the
Wicklow Mountains can be
dangerous in bad weather.
Hiking apart, there is plenty
to see and do in this region. A
good starting point for explor-
ing the northern area is the
picture-postcard estate village
of Enniskerry. In summer,
it is busy with tourists who
come to visit the gardens at
Powerscourt (see pp134-5).
From Laragh, to the south, you
can reach Glendalough (see
pp140-41) and
the Vale of
Avoca, where
cherry trees
are laden with
blossom in the
spring. The
beauty of this
gentle valley
was captured in
the poetry of
Thomas Moore
(1779-1852):
“There is not in the wide world
a valley so sweet as that vale
in whose bosom the bright
waters meet” — a reference to
the confluence of the Avonbeg
and Avonmore rivers, the so-
called Meeting of the Waters
beyond Avondale House (see
p141). Nestled among wooded

Mount Usher Gardens, on the banks
of the River Vartry

hills at the heart of the valley is
the hamlet of Avoca, where the
Avoca Handweavers produce
colourful tweeds in the oldest
hand-weaving mill in Ireland,
in operation since 1723.
Further north, towards the
coast near Ashford, the River
Vartry rushes through the deep
chasm of the Devil’s Glen. On
entering the valley, the river falls
30 m (100 ) into a pool known
as the Devil's Punchbowl. There
are good walks around here,
with fine views of the coast.

71 Avoca Handweavers
Avoca. Tel 0402 35105. [] daily.
25 & 26 Dec. [l [[] www.avoca.ie

Mount Usher
Gardens ®

Road map D4. Ashford, Co Wicklow.
Tel 0404 40205. [E] to Ashford. []
Mar-Oct: 10:30am-6pm daily. 77 [
E [ limited. 3 call to book.

www.mount-usher-gardens.com

Set beside the River Vartry
just east of Ashford are the
Mount Usher Gardens. They
were designed in 1868 by a
Dubliner, Edward Walpole,
who imbued them with his
strong sense of romanticism.

The gardens contain many
rare shrubs and trees, from
Chinese conifers and bamboos
to Mexican pines and pampas
grass. The Maple Walk is
glorious in autumn. The river
provides the main focus, and
amid the exotic vegetation
you can glimpse herons.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp299-302 and pp328-31
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Glendalough ®

Road map D4. Co Wicklow. [#] St
Kevin’s Bus from Dublin. Ruins [ ]
daily. 74 in summer. Visitors’ Centre
Tel 0404 45325/45352. [ ] daily.

24-27 Dec. I

The steep, wooded slopes of
Glendalough, the “valley of
the two lakes”, harbour one of
Ireland’s most atmospheric
monastic sites. Established by
St Kevin in the 6th century, the
settlement was sacked time
and again by the Vikings but
nevertheless flourished for over
600 years. Decline set in only
after English forces partially
razed the site in 1398, though
it functioned as a monastic
centre until the Dissolution of
the Monasteries in 1539 (see
p38). Pilgrims kept on coming
to Glendalough even after
that, particularly on St Kevin’s
feast day, 3 June, which was
often a riotous event (see p30).
The age of the buildings is
uncertain, but most date from
the 8th to 12th centuries. Many
were restored during the 1870s.

Remains of the Gatehouse, the
original entrance to Glendalough

View along the Upper Lake at Glendalough

The main group of ruins lies
east of the Lower Lake, but
other buildings associated
with St Kevin are by the Upper
Lake. Here, where the scenery
is much wilder, you are better
able to enjoy the tranquillity
of Glendalough and to escape
the crowds which
inevitably descend
on the site. Try to
arrive as early as
possible in the day,
particularly during §
the peak tourist
season. You enter
the monastery
through the double
stone arch of the Gatehouse,
the only surviving example in
Ireland of a gateway into a
monastic enclosure.

A short walk leads to a
graveyard with a Round Tower
in one corner. Reaching 30 m
(91 fo) in height, this is one of
the finest of its kind in the
country. Its cap was rebuilt in
the 1870s using stones found
inside the tower. The roofless
Cathedral nearby dates mainly
from the 12th century and is

St Kevin's Kitchen

the valley’s largest ruin. At
the centre of the churchyard
stands the tiny Priests’ House,
whose name derives from the
fact that it was a burial place
for local clergy. The worn
carving of a robed figure
above the door is possibly
of St Kevin, flanked by
two disciples. East of
here, St Kevin’s Cross
dates from the 8th
century and is one of
the best preserved of
Glendalough’s various
High Crosses. Made of
granite, the cross may
once have marked the
boundary of the monastic
cemetery. Below, nestled in
the lush valley, a minuscule
oratory with a steeply pitched
stone roof is a charming sight.
Erected in the 11th century or
even earlier, it is popularly
known as St Kevin’s Kitchen;
this is perhaps because its
belfry, thought to be a later
addition, resembles a chimney.
One of the earliest churches
at Glendalough, St Mary’s,
lies across a field to the west.

PLAN OF GLENDALOUGH

the most of the site allow a

full day.

StKevin's ®StKevin's
* Bed “Tell

-
-

The Visitors” Centre explains the history of the
monastery and is the best place to start a tour.
You can see both groups of ruins, which
lie less than 1.5 km (1 mile) apart, in

about two hours, but to make

- i) =
/ Lower Lakg/ o
& -~
i i -
Al -

-
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0 metres 500
S — ———
0 yards 500

r Round Tower o
St Mary's Church o

b
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= Road

== Path

P Parking

¥ Visitors' centre

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp299-302 and pp328-31
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Round tower at Glendalough

Some traces of Romanesque
moulding are visible outside
the east window. Following
the path along the south bank
of the river, you reach the
Upper Lake. This is the site of
more monastic ruins and is
also the chief starting point
for walks through the valley
and to a number of abandoned
lead and zinc mines.

Situated in a grove not far
from the Poulanass waterfall
are the ruins of the Reefert
Church, a simple Romanesque
building. Its unusual name is
a corruption of Righ Fearta,
meaning “burial place of the
kings”; the church may mark
the site of an ancient cemetery.
Near here, on a rocky spur
overlooking the Upper Lake,
stands St Kevin's Cell, the
ruins of a beehive-shaped
structure which is thought to
have been the hermit’s home.

There are two sites on the
south side of the lake which
cannot be reached on foot but
are visible from the opposite
shore. Teampall-na-Skellig, or
the “church on the rock”, was
supposedly built on the site
of the first church that St
Kevin founded at Glendalough.
To the east of it, carved into
the cliff, is St Kevin’s Bed.
This small cave, in reality little
more than a rocky ledge, may
have been used as a tomb in
the Bronze Age, but it is more
famous as St Kevin’s favourite
retreat. It was from here that
the saint allegedly rejected the
advances of a naked woman
by tossing her into the lake.

ST KEVIN AT GLENDALOUGH

St Kevin was born in 498, a descendant of the royal house of
Leinster. He rejected his life of privilege, however, choosing
to live instead as a hermit in a cave at Glendalough. He
later founded a monastery here, and went on to create a
notable centre of learning devoted to the care of
the sick and the copying and illumination of yaw-
manuscripts. St Kevin attracted many g, ol
disciples to Glendalough during his life-
time, but the monastery became more
celebrated as a place of pilgrimage
after his death in around 618.
Colourful legends about the saint
make up for the dearth of
facts about him. That he lived
to the age of 120 is just one of
the stories told about him. Anothe
tale claims that one day, when St
Kevin was at prayer, a blackbird laid an
egg in one of his outstretched hands.
The saint remained in the same -
position until it was hatched.

Avondale House @ | since 1900. There are some
lovely walks through the
woods, with pleasant views

along the River Avonmore.

Road map D4. Co Wicklow. Tel 0404
46111. [Z] [E] to Rathdrum. House

[ mid-Mar-Oct: 11am-6pm daily (last
adm 5pm). [@) Good Fri & 23-28 Dec;
Mar-Apr, Sep-Oct: Mon. 173 [l F1
Itd. Grounds [] daily. www.coillte.ie

Browne’s Hill
Dolmen ®

Lying just south of Rathdrum,
Avondale House is the
birthplace of the 19th-century
politician and patriot, Charles
Stewart Parnell (see p43). The
Georgian mansion is now a
museum dedicated to Parnell
and the fight for Home Rule.
The grounds are open to
the public. Known as
Avondale Forest Park, they

Road map D4. Co Carlow. [Z] [F]
to Carlow. [] daily.

In a field 3 km (2 miles) east
of Carlow, along the R726,
stands a dolmen boasting the
biggest capstone in Ireland.
Weighing a reputed 100 tonnes,
this massive stone is embedded
in the earth at one end and
supported at the other by three
include an impressive much smaller stones. Dating
arboretum first i back to 2000 BC, Browne’s
planted in the y B Hill Dolmen is thought
18th century % to mark the tomb of
and much a local chieftain. A
added path leads to it
from the road.

S AT A 7.

Browne’s Hill Dolmen, famous for its enormous capstone
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To Irishtown,
St Canice’s Cathedral

Street-by-Street: Kilkenny @

Kilkenny is undoubtedly
Ireland’s loveliest inland
city. It rose to
prominence in the
13th century and
became the
Kilkenny coat medieval capital of
ofarms  Treland. The Anglo- -
Norman Butler family came to
power in the 1390s and held
sway over the city for 500 years.
Their power has gone but their
legacy is visible in the city’s historic
buildings, many of which have been
restored. Kilkenny is proud of its
heritage and every August hosts
the Republic’s top arts festival.

- Grace's Castle was
*  built in 1210 and later
1 converted into a jail.
Remodelled in the
., 18th century, it has
"\ -~ functioned as a
N
courthouse
7\ ever since.

Narrow alleyways,
known locally as

“slips”, are part of
Kilkenny’s medieval
heritage. Several slips
survive, and these are
currently undergoing
restoration.

City Bar

Tholsel (City Hall)
% Rothe House

This fine Tudor merchant’s
house, built around two court-
yards, is fronted by arcades

once typical of Kilkenny’s main Butter Slip
streets. A small museum inside The alley is named
the house contains a display of afier the befef Sl‘ﬂll's
local archaeological artifacts that once lined this

and a costume collection. small market place.

STAR SIGHTS
% Kilkenny Castle

View of the High Street

The 18th-century Tholsel, with its distinctive clock tower and
arcade, is the main landmark on the High Street. Its elegant % Rothe House
Georgian chamber is used by city councillors to this day.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp299-302 and pp328-31
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Kyteler’s Inn VISITORS’ CHECKLIST
This medieval coaching inn
(see p340) is named after Road map C4. Co Kilkenny. i}

20,000. E Dublin Rd (056 772
2024). E Rose Inn St (056 776
4933). [Fl Shee Almshouse, Rose

Dame Alice Kyteler, a 14th-
century witch who once lived

) in the building. Like most of Inn St (056 775 1500). Rothe
el (N the pubs in the city, Kyteler’s House Tel 056 772 2893. [ ]
] KYT FLER Inn sells Smithwick’s beer, Apr—Oct: 10:30am-5pm Mon-Sat,
: = which has been brewed in 3-5pm Sun; Nov-Mar: 1-5pm
J Kilkenny since 1710. Mon-Sat. 17

S P | The Shee Almshouse
Ny St Mary's is one of Ireland’s few
& Hall surviving Tudor alms-

houses and is now
the city’s tourist
information office.

* Kilkenny Castle

Set in a commanding position
'~ Totrain and overlooking the River Nore, this
=~ bus stations, Norman fortress is one of
Dublin  [reland’s most famous castles.
The Long Gallery, the finest
room in the house, has a
striking 19th-century hammer
beam and glass roof.

\

PATR;
~— Ck 5'”!55'_!' f

I

To Cork, Waterford

0 metres 50

0 yards 50
KEY
[ Parking Housed in Kilkenny Castle’s stable
I Tourist information block, the centre has a nationwide

reputation. You can see crafispeople

= == = Suggested route
99 in action and also buy their work.
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Exploring Kilkenny

In a lovely spot beside a kink
in the River Nore, Kilkenny is
of great architectural interest,
with much use made of the
distinctive local black lime-
stone, known as Kilkenny
marble. A tour of the town
also reveals many unexpected
treasures: a Georgian facade
often seems to conceal a
Tudor chimney, a Classical
interior or some other surprise.

The survival of the Irishtown
district, now dominated by St
Canice’s Cathedral, recalls past
segregation in Kilkenny. The
area once known as English-
town still boasts the city’s
grandest public buildings.

As a brewery city, Kilkenny
is a paradise for keen drinkers.
Not counting the popular
private drinking clubs, there
are about 80 official pubs.

Sign of the Marble City Bar
on Kilkenny’s High Street

A Kilkenny Castle

The Parade. Tel 056 772 1450.

[ daily. @) Good Fri & 10 days at
Christmas. 17 | [ obligatory.
limited. Queues are likely during the
summer. www.heritageireland.ie
Built in the 1190s, Kilkenny
Castle was occupied right up
until 1935. The powerful Butler
family (see p142) lived in it
from the late 14th century, but
because of the exorbitant run-
ning costs, their descendants
eventually donated Kilkenny
Castle to the nation

in 1967.
With its
drum
towers

North side of Kilkenny Castle sh

solid walls, the castle retains
its medieval form, but has
undergone many alterations.
The Victorian changes made
in Gothic Revival style have
had the most enduring
impact, and are even more
impressive since recent
restoration work.

High spots of a tour include
the library, the dining room

| and the Chinese bedroom.

Best of all, however, is the
Long Gallery, built in the
1820s to house the Butler art
collection. Its elaborate
painted ceiling has a strong
Pre-Raphaelite feel, with many
of the motifs inspired by the
Book of Kells (see p64).

The castle grounds have
shrunk over the centuries, but
the French Classical gardens
remain, with terraces opening
onto a woodland walk and
pleasant rolling parkland.

£ St Canice’s Cathedral
Irishtown. Tel 056 776 4971.

[ daily. 73 71 [ www.
stcanicescathedral.ie

The hilltop cathedral, flanked
by a round tower, was built in
the 13th century in an Early
English Gothic style. It was

Tomb of 2nd Marquess of Ormonde in St Canice’s Cathedral

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp299-302 and pp328-31

Victorian ions

sacked by Cromwell’s forces in
1650, but has survived as one
of Ireland’s medieval treasures.
Wialls of the local Kilkenny
limestone and pillars of pale
limestone combine to create an
interior of simple grandeur. An
array of splendid 16th-century
tombs includes the beautiful
effigies of the Butler family in
the south transept. It is worth
climbing the tower for a fine
view over Kilkenny.

3 Black Abbey

Abbey St. Tel 056 772 1279.

[ daily.

Lying just west of Parliament
Street, this Dominican abbey
was founded in 1225. Part of
it was turned into a courthouse
in the 16th century, but is once
again a working monastery.
The church has a fine vaulted
undercroft, distinctive stone-
work, some beautiful stained-
glass windows, and a 14th-
century alabaster statue of
the holy trinity.

Environs
Just north of the town lies
Dunmore Cave, a limestone
cavern with an impressive
series of chambers, noted for
its steep descent and curious
rock formations.
Bennettsbridge, on the Nore
8 km (5 miles) south of
Kilkenny, is famous for its
ceramics. The Nicholas Mosse
Pottery (see p357) specializes in
colourful earthenware made
from the local clay.

e

E§ Dunmore Cave

Ballyfoyle. Tel 056 776 7726.

[] Mar-Oct: daily; Nov—Feb: Sat,
Sun & public hols. 17 [ obligatory.
www.heritageireland.ie
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Jerpoint Abbey ®

Road map D5. Thomastown, Co
Kilkenny. Tel 056 772 4623. [Z] [E]
to Thomastown. [ ] Mar-May &
mid-Sep-Oct: 10am-5pm (Nov 4pm)
daily; Jun—-mid-Sep: 9:30am-6pm
daily; Dec: by appt only. 173 (3
www . heritageireland.ie

On the banks of the Little
Arrigle, just south of
Thomastown, Jerpoint Abbey
is one of the finest Cistercian
ruins in Ireland. Founded in
1160, the fortified medieval
complex rivalled Duiske
Abbey (see p149) in prestige.
Jerpoint flourished until the
Dissolution of the Monasteries
(see pp38-9), when it passed to
the Earl of Ormonde.

The 15th-century cloisters
have not survived as well as
some earlier parts of
the abbey. Despite this,
they are the highlight
of Jerpoint, with their
amusing sculptures of
knights, courtly ladies,
bishops and dragons.
The church itself is
well preserved. The
Irish-Romanesque
transepts date back to
the earliest period of
the Abbey’s develop-
ment and contain
16th-century tombs
decorated with exqui-
site stylized carvings.
The north side of the
nave has a rich array of
decorated Roman-
esque capitals and
throughout the abbey
are tombs and eftigies
of bishops and patrons. The
battlemented crossing tower
was added during the 1400s.

Stylized carving of saints on 16th-century tomb in Jerpoint Abbey

Lismore ®

Road map C5. Co Waterford.

i) 1,200. [E] H Lismore Heritage
Centre, Main St (058 54975). ]
craft shop. www.discoverlismore.com

This genteel riverside town is
dwarfed by Lismore Castle,
perched above the River
Blackwater. Built in
1185 but remodelled in
the 19th century, the
castle is the Trish seat
of the Duke of
Devonshire and is
closed to the public.
However, you can visit
the sumptuous

gardens, which include
a lovely riverside walk.
Lismore Heritage Centre
tells the story of St
Carthage, who founded
a monastic centre here
in the 7th century. The
town has two cathedrals
dedicated to him. The
Protestant Cathedral of

Burne-Jones window St Carthage is the
in St Carthage’s
Cathedral, Lismore

more interesting. It
dates from 1633 but
incorporates older
elements and was later altered
to suit the Neo-Gothic tastes
of the Victorians. It has fine

= =T =T

St Declan’s Cathedral at Ardmore, with its near-perfect round tower

- i

Gothic vaulting, and a
stained-glass window by the
Pre-Raphaelite artist, Sir
Edward Burne-Jones.

A Lismore Castle

Gardens Tel 058 54288. [ ] Apr;
May, 1-28 Sep: 1:45-4:45pm daily;
Jun-Aug: 11am~4:45pm daily. 7]

Environs

From Lismore you can follow
a picturesque route through
the Blackwater Valley (see
p177). This runs from Cappo-
quin, in an idyllic woodland
setting east of Lismore, to the
estuary at Youghal (see p179).

Ardmore @

Road map C5. Co Waterford.
i 450. [E] Fl Jun-Sep: Beach
Car Park (024 94444).

Ardmore is a popular seaside
resort with a splendid beach,
lively pubs, good cliff walks
and some interesting
architecture. The hill beside the
village is the site of a
monastery established in the
5th century by St Declan, the
first missionary to bring
Christianity to this area.

Most of the buildings, includ-
ing the ruined St Declan’s
Cathedral, date from the 12th
century. The cathedral’s west
wall has fine Romanesque
sculptures, arranged in a series
of arcades. The scenes include
The Archangel Michael
Weighing Souls in the upper
row, and below this The
Adoration of the Magi and The
Judgment of Solomon.

The adjacent round tower is
one of the best preserved
examples in Ireland, and rises
to a height of 30 m (98 ft). An
oratory nearby is said to mark
the site of St Declan’s grave.
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Waterford o

Waterford city
coat of arms

Waterford, Treland’s oldest city, was
founded by Vikings in 914. Set in a
commanding position by the estuary of
the River Suir, it became southeast
Ireland’s main seaport. From the 18th
» century, the city’s prosperity was
consolidated by local industries,
including the glassworks for which

Waterford is famous. The strong
commercial tradition persists today and Waterford’s port
is still one of Ireland’s busiest. In the last few years,
following extensive archaeological excavations in the
city centre, a new heart and atmosphere has been put
into the old city with the creation of pedestrian
precincts in the historic quarter and along the quays.

Cathedral Close, looking towards
Lady Lane in the heart of the city

Exploring Waterford
The extensive remains of the
city walls clearly define the
area originally fortified by the
Vikings. The best-preserved
section runs northwest from
the Watch Tower on Castle
Street, although Reginald’s
Tower, overlooking the river,
is the largest structure in the
old defences. In The Reginald
Bar you can see the arches
through which boats sailed
forth down the river; these
sallyports are one of several
Viking sections of the largely
Norman fortifications.
Although Waterford retains
its medieval layout, most of
the city’s finest buildings are
Georgian. Some of the best
examples can be seen on the
Mall, which runs southwest
from Reginald’s Tower, and in
the lovely Cathedral Square.
The latter takes its name from
Christchurch Cathedral, which

was built in the 1770s to a
design by John Roberts, a
local architect who contributed
much to the city’s Georgian
heritage. It is fronted by a fine
Corinthian colonnade. A grim
15th-century effigy of a rotting
corpse is an unexpected sight
inside. Heading down towards
the river, you pass the 13th-
century ruins of Grey Friars,
often known as the French
Church after it became a
Huguenot chapel in 1693.
West along the waterfront, a
Victorian clock tower stands at
the top of Barronstrand Street.
Rising above the busy shops is
Holy Trinity Cathedral, which
has a rich Neo-Classical
interior. George’s Street, which
runs west from here, is dotted
with period houses and cosy
pubs. It leads to O’Connell
Street, whose partially restored
warehouses contrast with the
shabbier buildings on the quay.
In the summer, you can enjoy
another view of the waterfront
by taking a cruise on the river.

Reginald’s Tower on the quayside

A Reginald’s Tower

The Quay. Tel 051 304220. [ Faster-
Oct: daily; Nov-Easter: Wed-Sun. I
The Vikings built a fort on this
site in 914 but it was the Anglo-
Normans who, in 1185, built
the stone structure seen today.
With impregnable walls 3 m
(10 fo) thick, the tower is said
to be the first Irish building to
use mortar, a primitive concoc-
tion of blood, lime, fur and
mud. It is the oldest civic
urban building in Ireland.

m Waterford Museum of
Treasures

The Granary, Merchants Quay. Tel 057
304500. [ Jun-Aug: 9:30am-9pm;
Apr, May, Sep: 9:30am-6pm;,
Oct-Mar: 10am-5pm. [@) 1 Jan.
] [al]
www.waterfordtreasures.com
This multi-award-winning
interactive museum tells the
story of Waterford from its
Viking foundation to the late
19th century.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp299-302 and pp328-31

View of the city of Waterford across the River Suir
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laa Waterford Crystal Factory
Kilbarry. Tel 057 332500. [ ] Mar-Oct:
8:30am—6pm daily; Nov—Feb: 9am-5pm
Mon-fri. [] 17 Dec. 17

I3 Last tour 2 hrs before close.
www.waterfordvisitorcentre.com

A visit to the Waterford Crystal
Factory, just 2.5 km (1.5 miles)
south of the city, is highly
recommended to observe the
process of crystal-making.
The original glass factory

was founded in 1783 by two
brothers, George and William

Craftsman engraving a vase at

Penrose, who chose Waterford
because of its port. For many
decades their crystal enjoyed
an unrivalled reputation, but
draconian taxes caused the
firm to close in 1851. A new
factory was opened in 1947,
however, and master blowers
and engravers were brought
from the Continent to train local
apprentices. Competition from
Tipperary and Galway Crystal
had an effect in the early
1990s, but sales have revived
in recent years.

Visitors can follow all stages
of production, observing the
process by which sand, lead
and potash are transformed
by fire into sparkling crystal.
The main difference between
ordinary glass and crystal is
the latter’s high lead content,
30 per cent in Waterford’s
case. The glass-blowers
require great skill to create
walls of the right thickness to
take the heavy incisions
typical of Waterford Crystal.
The factory’s other main hall-
mark is the Waterford
signature, which is engraved
on the base of each piece.

In the showroom, a crystal
chandelier lights up a table

the Waterford Crystal Factory

/ Rice

laden with pottery and glass.

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

Road map D5. Co Waterford.
Fif 44,000. il
[Z] Plunkett Station, The Bridge
(051 873401). E] The Quay (051
879000). [l The Granary, Mer-
chant’s Quay (051 875823), www.
southeastireland.com &Y Fri.

Int Festival of Light Opera (Sep).

Ballyhack port, across Waterford
Harbour from Passage East

Environs

The small port of Passage East,
12 km (7 miles) east of

Waterford, witnessed the landing
of the Normans in 1170 (see
p36), but little has happened
since. A car ferry links the village
to Ballyhack in County Wexford,
providing a scenic shortcut
across Waterford Harbour as well
as an excellent entry point to the
Hook Peninsula (see p148).
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Dunmore East @

Road map D5. Co Waterford.

i 1,500 B

The appeal of Dunmore East,
Waterford’s most charming
fishing village, lies chiefly in
its red sandstone cliffs and
bustling harbour. Paths run
along the foot of the cliffs, but
for the best views take the road
that winds uphill from the
beach, past tidy cottages and
the ivy-clad Ship Inn to the
Haven Hotel. A gate nearby
leads to delightful gardens
overlooking the fishing boats
below. Climbing further, up
steps cut into the rock, you are
rewarded by views of the cliffs
and noisy kittiwake colonies.

Hook Peninsula &

Road map D5. Co. Wexford.

[E] to Duncannon. 2 from Passage
East to Ballyhack (051 382480).

I Fethard-on-Sea (051 397502).
www.thehook-wexford.com

This tapering headland of
gentle landscapes scattered
with ancient ruins and quiet
villages is perfect for a circular
tour. The “Ring of Hook” route
begins south of New Ross at
Dunbrody Abbey, the ruins of
a 12th-century Cistercian
church, but Ballyhack is
another good place to start.
Once a fortified crossing point
into County Waterford, the
town still has a ferry service
to neighbouring Passage East
(see p147). Ballyhack Castle,
built by the Knights Templar
in about 1450, contains a small
museum. About 4 km (2.5

miles) beyond is the small
resort of Duncannon, with a
broad sandy beach and a star-
shaped fort, which was built
in 1588 in expectation of an
attack by the Spanish Armada.

The coast road continues
south to Hook Head. Here is
Europe’s oldest working
lighthouse, dating from 1172
and now with its own visitor
centre. Paths skirt the coast
famous for its fossils, seals
and a variety of seabirds.

Just 2 km (1.5 miles) east is
the village of Slade. A ruined
15th-century tower house,
Slade Castle, presides over the
harbour where fishing boats
cluster around the slipways.
The road proceeds along the
rugged coastline, past the
resort of Fethard-on-Sea and
Saltmills to the dramatic ruin
of Tintern Abbey. This 13th-
century Cistercian foundation
was built by William Marshall,
Earl of Pembroke, in fulfilment
of a vow made when his boat
was caught in a storm off the
coast nearby. Fields lead to an
old stone bridge and views
over Bannow Bay, where it is

Castle ruins and harbour at Slade on the Hook Peninsula

[=
TET

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp299-302 and pp328-31

Busy fishing harbour at Dunmore East

thought the Normans made
their first landing in 1169.

£ Dunbrody Abbey
Campile. Tel 051 388603.

(3 Apr-Sep: daily. A A 183
4 Ballyhack Castle
Ballyhack. Tel 057 389468.

[ Jun-Sep: daily.

A Tintern Abbey

Tel 051 562 650.

"3 May-Oct: daily. 3 I

Norman lighthouse at Hook Head,
on the tip of the Hook Peninsula

New Ross ®

Road map D5. Co Wexford. [i§{l 6,000.
[E Hl mid-Jun-Aug: The Quay

(051 421857). & Tue. Galley
Cruising Restaurants The Quay
(051 421723).

Lying on the banks of the
River Barrow, New Ross is
one of the oldest towns in the
county. Its importance, now as
in the past, stems from its
status as a port. In summer
there is much activity on the
river, with cruises plying the
Barrow, Nore and Suir rivers.
Traditional shopfronts line the
streets, which rise steeply
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from the quayside. The Tholsel,
now the town hall but origin-
ally a tollhouse, was occupied
by the British during the 1798
rebellion (see pp40-41). Oppo-
site, a monument to a Wexford
pikeman commemorates the
bravery of the Irish rebels
who faced the British cannons.
Nearby is St Mary’s which,
when founded in the 13th
century, was the largest parish
church in Ireland. A modern
church occupies the site, but
the original (now roofless)
south transept remains, as do
many medieval tombstones.

Environs
A popular trip up the
meandering Barrow goes
16 km (10 miles) north to
Graiguenamanagh. The main
attraction of this market town
is Duiske Abbey, the largest
Cistercian church in Ireland.
Founded in 1207, it has been
extensively restored and now
acts as the parish church. The
most striking features include a
Romanesque door in the south
transept, the great oak roof and
traces of a medieval pavement
below floor level. There is also
a cross-legged statue of the
Knight of Duiske, which is one
of the finest medieval effigies
in Ireland. Outside are two 9th-
century granite High Crosses.
Trips along the Nore take
you to Inistioge. Lying in a
deep, wooded valley, this is
an idyllic village, with neat
18th-century houses, a square
planted with lime trees and a
ten-arched bridge spanning
the Nore. On a rock above the
river stands a ruined Norman
fort, a popular place for picnics.
From Inistioge you can
walk along the river or up to
Woodstock House Demesne, a
national park. Among the

beech woods stands an 18th-
century mansion, currently
undergoing restoration.

On a hill 12 km (7.5 miles)
south of New Ross, a large area
of woodland is enclosed within
the John F Kennedy Park and
Arboretum. Founded in 1968,
near the late president’s
ancestral home in Dungans-
town (now The Kennedy
Homestead), the 400-acre park
boasts more than 4,500 types
of tree and provides splendid
panoramic views. There are
marked paths and nature trails.

£ Duiske Abbey
Graiguenamanagh, Co Kilkenny.
Tel 059 972 4238. [[] daily.
¥ John F Kennedy Park
and Arboretum

New Ross, Co Wexford. Tel 051
388171. [] daily. [@ Good Fri &

25 Dec. 17 [ [ May-Dec.
www.heritageireland.ie

Enniscorthy @

Road map D5. Co Wexford.

i 5,000. [Z] [E] F The 1798 visitor
centre (053 923 7596).

The streets of Enniscorthy, on
the banks of the River Slaney,
are full of character and

redolent of the town’s turbulent

§ &4 s :
View over Enniscorthy and St Aidan’s cathedral from Vinegar Hill

past. In 1798, Enniscorthy
witnessed the last stand of the
Wexford pikemen, when a
fierce battle was fought
against a British force of
20,000 on nearby Vinegar Hill.
The events of that year are
told in depth at the
multimedia National 1798
Visitor Centre. Enniscorthy’s
other main sight is the Neo-
Gothic St Aidan’s Cathedral,
designed in the 1840s by AWN
Pugin (1812-52), better known
for his work on London’s
Houses of Parliament.
Granaries, mills and potteries
overlook the Slaney, including
Carley’s Bridge, founded in
1654 and still operational.
Enniscorthy’s historic pubs
are another attraction. They
include the Antique Tavern
(see p346), which is hung
with pikes used during the
Battle of Vinegar Hill in 1798.

M National 1798 Visitor
Centre

Millpark Road. Tel 053 923 7596.
o] =]s]

www. 1798centre.com

M St Aidan’s Cathedral
Main St. Tel 053 923577.

[3 9am-6pm daily.
www.puginireland.com

The inland port of New Ross seen from the west bank of the River Barrow
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View across the harbour to Wexford town

Irish National
Heritage Park &

Road map D5. Ferrycarrig, Co
Wexford. [E] from Wexford in summer.
Tel 053 912 0733. [] Apr-Sep:
9:30am-6:30pm (to 5:30pm Oct-Mar,).
week at Christmas. 17 3 Mar-
Oct. ] [ [ www.inhp.com

Built on former marshland
near Ferrycarrig, north
of Wexford, the Irish
National Heritage
Park is a bold
open-air museum.
Trails lead through
woods to replicas
of homesteads, places
of worship and
burial sites, providing
a fascinating lesson
on the country’s
ancient history
(see pp32-3).
Highlights include
the Viking boatyard,
complete with raiding ship,
and a 7th-century horizontal
watermill.

Wexford @

Sign of a popular
Wexford pub

Road map D5. Co Wexford. [l 77,000.
21 ] H Crescent Quay (053 912
3111). www.southeastireland.com

Wexford’s name derives from
Waesfjord, a Norse word
meaning “estuary of the mud
flats”. Tt thrived as a port for
centuries but the silting of the
harbour in the Victorian era
put an end to most sea traffic.
Wexford’s quays, from where
ships once sailed to Bristol,
Tenby and Liverpool, are now
used mainly by a fleet of
humble mussel dredgers.
Wexford is a vibrant place,
packed with fine pubs and

boasting a varied arts scene.
The town’s singular style is
often linked to its linguistic
heritage. The yola dialect,
which was spoken by early
settlers, survives in the local
pronunciation of certain words.

Wexford retains few traces
of its past, but the Viking fish-
bone street pattern still exists,
with narrow alleys fanning off

the meandering Main

Street. Keyser’s Lane,
linking South Main
Street with The
Crescent, is a tiny
tunnel-like Viking
alley which once led
to the Norse water-
front. The Normans
were responsible for
Wexford’s town walls,
remnants of which
include one of the
original gateways.
Behind it lies Selskar
Abbey, the ruin of a
12th-century
Augustinian monastery. King
Henry II is said to have done
penance here for the murder
of Thomas a Becket in 1170.

Wexford also has several
handsome buildings dating
from a later period, including
the 18th-century market house,
known as the Cornmarket, on
Main Street. The nearby
square, the Bull Ring, is nota-
ble only for its history: it was
used for bull-baiting in
Norman times and was the
scene of a cruel massacre by
Cromwell’s men in 1649.

Wexford Opera Festival,
held in October, is the leading
operatic event in the country.
Aficionados praise it for its
intimate atmosphere — both
during performances and
afterwards, when artists and
audience mingle together in
the pubs: the Centenary

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp299-302 and pp328-31

Stores off Main Street is a
favourite, though the Sky
and the Ground, on South
Main Street, is better for
traditional music.

Environs
Skirting the shore just east of
the town is the Wexford
Wildfowl Reserve. It covers
100 ha (250 acres) of
reclaimed land and is noted in
particular for its geese: over a
third of the world’s entire
population of Greenland white-
fronted geese winter here
between October and April.
The mudflats also attract
large numbers of swans and
waders, and provide a rich
hunting ground for birds of
prey. The birds can be viewed
from a number of hides and
an observation tower. Another
way to enjoy the region’s
wildlife is to take a boat trip
up the Slaney River to Raven
Point to see the seal colony.

¥, Wexford Wildfowl
Reserve

Wexford. Tel 053 912 3129.
[ daily. /3 at weekends

Boat Trips
Harbour Thrills, Wexford Quay.
Tel 085 732 9787.

Johnstown Castle @

Road map D5. Co Wexford. Tel 053
914 2888. [Z] [E] to Wexford.
Gardens [ ] daily. [@ 24, 25 Dec. 7]

B n o, T T
Fagade of Johnstown Castle

Johnstown Castle, a splendid
Gothic Revival mansion, lies
amid gardens and woodland
6 km (4 miles) southwest of
Wexford. In state hands since
1945, the castle is closed for
refurbishment. However, it is
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possible to visit the Irish Agri-
culture Museum, housed in
the castle’s farm buildings.
Reconstructions illustrate
traditional trades and there is
an exhibition on the Famine.

The real glory of Johnstown
Castle are the grounds, from
the sunken Italian garden to
the ornamental lakes. Azaleas
and camellias flourish along-
side an array of trees including
Japanese cedars and redwoods.

Hidden among the dense
woods west of the house lurk
the ruins of Rathlannon Castle,
a medieval tower house.

M Irish Agriculture
Museum

Johnstown Castle. Tel 053 914
2888. [[] Jan-Aug: 9am-5pm
Mon—fri (& Jun-Aug: 11am-5pm
Sat & Sun); Sep-Nov: 2-5pm
Sun; Dec: 9am-5pm Mon—Fri.

17 & & limited.

Saltee Islands &

Road map D5. Co Wexford. [E] from
Wexford to Kilmore Quay: Wed & Sat.
E2 from Kilmore Quay: Apr-Sep

(weather permitting). Tel 053 29637.

These islands off the south
coast of Wexford are a haven
for sea birds. Great and Little
Saltee together form Ireland’s
largest bird sanctuary,
nurturing an impressive array
of birds, from gannets and
gulls to puffins and Manx
shearwaters. Great Saltee
particularly is famous for its
colonies of cormorants. It also

Vast crescent of sand and shingle beach at Rosslare

has more than 1,000 pairs of
guillemots and is a popular
stopping-off place for spring
and autumn migrations. A
bird-monitoring and research
programme is in progress, and
a close watch is also kept on
the colony of grey seals.

The two uninhabited islands
are privately owned, but
visitors are welcome. Boat
trips are run in fine weather
from Kilmore Quay. These
leave in late morning and
return mid-afternoon.

Kilmore Quay is a fishing
village built on Precambrian
gneiss rock — the oldest rock
in Treland. Pretty thatched cot-
tages nestle above a fine sandy
beach and the harbour, where
a moored lightship houses a

Maritime Museum. The boat’s .

original fittings are just as
interesting as the exhibits.

M Guillemot Maritime
Museum

Kilmore Quay. Tel 053 912
9655. [] May & Sep: Sat-
Sun; Jun-Aug: daily.

Colony of gannets nesting on the cliffs of Great Saltee Island

Rosslare &

Road map D5. Co Wexford. fiff] 7,200.

E1E H (053 9123111). [] May-

Sep. www southeastireland.com

Rosslare replaced Wexford
as the area’s main port after
the decline of the original
Viking city harbour. The port
is so active today that people
tend to associate the name
Rosslare more with the ferry
terminal for France and Wales
than with the town lying 8 km
(5 miles) further north.
Rosslare town is one of the
sunniest spots in Ireland and
draws many holidaymakers. Tt
boasts a fine beach stretching for
9.5 km (6 miles), lively pubs and
an excellent golf course fringed
by sand dunes. There are good
walks north to Rosslare Point.

Environs

At Tagoat, 6 km (4 miles)
south of Rosslare, Yola
Farmstead Folk Park is a
recreated traditional 18th-
century village, with thatched
roofs and a windmill.

1 Yola Farmstead Folk Park
Tagoat. Tel 053 913 2611. D Mar,
Apr & Nov: Mon—fri; May-Oct: daily.

Glal=lé)
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CORK AND KERRY

CORK - KERRY
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agnificent scenery has attracted visitors to this region since
Victorian times. Rocky headlands jut out into the Atlantic
and colourful fishing villages nestle in the shelter of the
bays. County Kerry offers dramatic landscapes and a wealth of pre-
bistoric and early Christian sites, whereas County Cork’s gentle charm

has enticed many a casual visitor into becoming a permanent resident.

Killarney and its romantic
lakes are a powerful mag-
net for tourists, and so are 7
Cork’s attractive coastal
towns and villages. Yet the
region remains remarkably
unspoiled, with a friendly
atmosphere and authentic
culture still alive in Irish-
speaking pockets. There is also a long
tradition of arts and crafts in the area.

This corner of Ireland used to be the
main point of contact with the Conti-
nent. In the 17th century, in response
to the threat of invasions from France
and Spain, the English built a line of
forts along the Cork coast, including
the massive Charles Fort at Kinsale.

In the 19th century, the city of Cork
was an important departure point for
people fleeing from the Famine (see
p219), with Cobh the main port for
emigrants to the New World. Cork’s
importance as a port has diminished,
but it is still the Republic’s second city
with a lively cultural scene.

Poverty and temperament helped
foster a powerful Republican spirit
in the southwest. The region saw

Puffins on the island of Skellig Michael off the coast of Kerry

much guerrilla action in the
War of Independence and
the subsequent Civil War. In
© 1920, the centre of Cork city
was burned in an uncontrolled
act of reprisal by the notorious
Black and Tans (see pp44-5).
Kerry is known as “the Kingdom” on
account of its tradition of indepen-
dence and disregard for Dublin rule.
The Irish recognize a distinctive Kerry
character, with a boisterous sense of
living life to the full. They also make
Kerrymen the butt of countless jokes.
As well as the friendliest people in
Ireland, the region has some of the
finest scenery. Cork has lush valleys
and a beautiful coast while Kerry is
wilder and more mountainous. The
islands off the Kerry coast appear
bleak and inhospitable, but many
were once inhabited. Remote, rocky
Skellig Michael, for example,
was the site of a 6th-century
Christian monastery.

<] Beach at Barley Cove near Mizen Head, County Cork
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Exploring Cork and Kerry

Killarney is a popular base with tourists for exploring
Cork and Kerry, especially for touring the Ring of Kerry =
and the archaeological remains of the Dingle Peninsula.

Despite the changeable weather, the region attracts many

visitors who come to see its dramatic scenery and lush
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GETTING AROUND
To explore the region a car is essential. The N22 connects Cork,
Killarney and Tralee while the N71 follows the coastline via
Clonakilty, Bantry and on to Killarney. In the more remote parts
the road signs may only be written in Irish. Killarney is the base
for organized coach tours of the area. The train service from
Cork to Dublin is efficient, and trains also connect Killarney with
: L Dublin and Cork, but you may have to change trains en route.
Kissing the Blarney Stone at Buses run throughout the region, but services to the smaller
Blarney Castle near Cork sights may be infrequent.

For additional map symbols see back flap
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SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Ardfert Cathedral @ Gallarus Oratory @
Baltimore @ Garinish Island @
Bantry Bay @ Kenmare @
Bantry House pp168-9@®  Killarney @
Beara Peninsula @ Kinsale pp172-3 @
Blarncy Castle @ Takes of Killarney pp162-3 @
Carrigafoyle Castle @ Mizen Head @
Clonakilly @ Old Midleton Distillery @
Cobh @ River Blackwater @
Cork ppl174-7 @ River Lec @
Cattle grazing near Ardfert Cathedral 7 o -
Dingle @ The Skelligs @
Pt - Drombeg Stonce Circle § Timoleague Abbey @
" ) $ c...- Tralee ©
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SEE ALSO

of Kinsale « Where Lo Stay pp302-306

« Reslaurants, Cafés and
Pubs pp33l—4 & 347-8

== Major road

== Secondary road

Minor road

= Scenic route

Main railway

Minor railway

County border
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Newman'’s Mall in the quaint village of Kinsale
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Carrigafoyle
Castle @

Road Map B5. Co Kerry.
[E] to Listowel.

Ruined keep of Carrigafoyle Castle

High above the Shannon
estuary, just west of
Ballylongford, this 15th-
century castle belonged to the
O’Connor clan, who ruled
much of northern Kerry. The
English besieged or sacked it
repeatedly but the body blow
was delivered in 1649 by
Cromwellian forces (see p39).
The ruins include a keep and
walled bawn, with romantic
views of the estuary from the
top of the tower.

Ardfert Cathedral @

Road map A5. Co Kerry. [E] to Ardfert.
Tel 066 713 4711. [ ] Easter-Sep:
daily; rest of year on request. 7

This complex of churches is
linked to the cult of St.
Brendan the Navigator (see
p213), who was born nearby

Ardfert Cathedral and the ruins of Teampall na Hoe and Teampall na Griffin

in 484 and founded a monas-
tery here. The ruined cathedral
dates back to the 12th century
and retains a delicate Roman-
esque doorway and blind
arcading. The south transept is
now restored and houses an
exhibition of the history of the
site. In the graveyard stand
the remains of a Romanesque
nave-and-chancel church,
Teampall na Hoe, and a late
Gothic chapel, Teampall na
Griffin. The latter is named
after the curious griffins carved
beside an interior window.

A short walk away are the
ruins of a Franciscan friary. It
was founded by Thomas
Fitzmaurice in 1253, but the
cloisters and south chapel date
from the 15th century.

Environs

Just northwest of Ardfert is
Banna Strand. Irish patriot Roger
Casement landed here in 1916
on a German U-boat, bringing
in rifles for the Easter Rising (see
pp44-5). He was arrested as
soon as he landed and a

memorial stands on the site of
his capture. This beach was also
used for the filming of David

Lean’s Ryan’s Daughter (1970).

Tralee ©

Road map B5. Co Kerry. il 23,000.
21 [E] Hl Ashe Memorial Hall,
Denny St (066 7121288) E Thu.
www.corkkerry.ie

Host to the renowned Rose
of Tralee International Festival
(see p49), Tralee has made
great strides in promoting its
cultural and leisure facilities.
The town’s main attraction is
Kerry County Museum. Its
theme park, “Kerry the
Kingdom”, offers a show on
Kerry scenery and a display of
archaeological finds and
interactive models. The
“Geraldine Experience” brings
one back to medieval times.
Also based in Tralee is the
Siamsa Tire National Folk
Theatre of Ireland, a great
ambassador for Irish culture.

"’@«

Steam train on the narrow gauge railway between Tralee and Blennerville,

with Blennerville Windmill in the background

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp302-6 and pp331-4
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Traditional song and dance
performances take place here
throughout the summer.

Just outside Tralee is the
authentic Blennerville Windmill.
Built in 1800, it is Ireland’s
largest working mill and one
of Tralee’s most popular
attractions. The Steam Railway
connects Blennerville with
Tralee along a narrow gauge
track. The train also runs from
Ballyard Station to the windmill.

M Kerry County Museum
Ashe Memorial Hall, Denny St. Tel
066 7127777. [ ] Jun-Aug: daily; Apr;
May, Sep-Dec: Tue-Sat; Jan-Mar:
Tue-Fri. [@] 25 26 Dec Z A1
Siamsa Tire

Town Park. Tel 066 712 3055. [ ] for
performances May-Sep. 2

M Blennerville Windmill

Tel 066 712 1064. D Apr-Oct:
cail. 71 @ 1

IZ] Steam Railway

Ballyard Station. Tel 066 712 1064.
[] May-Sep: daily. I3

Dingle ©

Road map AS. Co Kerry. i 2,100.
[E] Mar-Oct. [l Main St (066 915
1188). & Fri. www.corkkerry.ie

This once remote Irish-
speaking town is today a
thriving fishing port and an
increasingly popular tourist

centre. Brightly painted craft
shops and cafés abound, often
with slightly hippy overtones.

Dingle Bay is attractive with
a somewhat ramshackle
harbour lined with fishing
trawlers. Along the quayside
are lively bars offering music
and seafood. The harbour is
home to Dingle’s biggest star:
Fungie, the dolphin, who has
been a permanent resident
since 1983 and can be visited
by boat or on swimming trips.
Other sea creatures can be
seen at Ocean World, a great
attraction with breathtaking
underwater tunnels that bring
visitors face to face with the
local sea life.

Gallarus Oratory, a dry-stone early Christian church

Gallarus Oratory ©

Road map A5. Co Kerry.
[E] to Dingle. Tel 066 915 5333.

Shaped like an upturned
boat, this miniature church
overlooks Smerwick harbour.
Gallarus was built some time
between the 6th and 9th cen-
turies and is the best preserved
early Christian church in Ire-
land. It represents the apogee
of dry-stone corbelling, using
techniques first developed by
Neolithic tomb-makers. The
stones were laid at a slight
angle, lower on the outside
than the inside, allowing
water to run off.

Fishing trawlers moored alongside the quay at Dingle
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The Dingle Peninsula offers some of
Ireland’s most beautiful scenery. To
the north rises the towering Brandon
Mountain, while the west coast has
some spectacular seascapes. A drive
around the area, which takes at least
half a day, reveals fascinating antiquities
ranging from Iron Age stone forts to
inscribed stones, early Christian oratories
and beehive huts. These are sometimes 2
found on private land, so you may be  View from Clogher Head
asked for a small fee by the farmer to
see them. Some parts of the pepmsula - espeqally This excavated monastic

the more remote areas — are still Gaelic speaking, . jement dates from the 7th
SO many road signs are written Only in Irish. century. The enclosure contuins
the remains of an oratory,
b, Ballyferriter several crosses and an inscritx
(Baile an Fheirtéaraigh) ® pillar stone Gee p243).
The attractions of this friendiy
village include the pastcl-coloured
cottages, Louis Mulcahy's pottery
" and a museum featuring the
b cultural heritage of the arca.

Pub sign,
Ballyferriter

Riasc (An Riasc) @

Blasket Centre
(ionad an Bhlascaoid) )
Overlooking Blasket Sound, the
centre explains the literature,
language and way of life of the
inhabitants of the Blasket
Islands. The islanders moved to
the nminlzu_ld in 1953,
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Slea Head KEY
(Ceann Sléibe) @

As you round the Slea
Head promontory, the —— Other roads
Blasket Islands come
into full view. The
Dunmore Head sculpture of the
(Ceann an Duin Mhoir) ® Crucifixion beside the 0 kilometres 2
Mainland Treland’s most westerly point  road is known locally i
offers dramatic views of the Blaskets. as the Cross (An Cros). o miles 1

msss  TOUr route

A Viewpoint
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stonges, a cross and a sundial.

Gallarus Oratory

(Séipéilin Ghallrois)

This tiny, dry-stone church
(see p157) is a relic of early
Irish Christianity.

Dunbeg Fort

{An Din Beag) @

Dating from the Iron Age, this
is one of the best preserved
promontory forts in Ireland.
Just beyond are the Fahan bee-
hive huts, early Christian huts
thought to have been built for
pilgrims visiting the area.

Kilmalkedar (Cill Maolchéadair) ®
Onee a pagan centre of worship,
Kilmalkedar is home to a ruined Irish
Romanesque church with stone carvings.
The graveyard still contains primitive pagan

TIPS FOR DRIVERS

Length: 40 km (25 miles).
Stopping-off points: Most
villages on the route, such as
Dunquin and Ballyferriter, have
friendly bars offering pub meals.
There are also many opportunities
to stop for a picnic. On the
winding coast road around Slea
Head stop only at the safe and
clearly marked coastal viewing
points. (see also pp387-9.)

RK AND

KERRY

o

Dingle {An Daingean) (D
Dingle, famous for local resident

Fungie the dolphin, is a good
place to eat, drink or stay the

night (see p157).

0]

Jaunting cars waiting to take
visitors to sights around Killarney

Killarney @

Road map B5. Co Kery. fifi] 9,500. [E]
[E] F Beech Rd (064 31633). [ Sat.
www corkkerry.ie

Killarney is often derided as
“a tourist town” but this has
not dented its cheerful atmos-
phere. The infectious Kerry
humour is personified by the
wise-cracking jarveys whose
families have run jaunting
cars (pony and trap rides)
here for generations. The
town gets busy in summer
but has much to offer, with
shops open until 10pm in
summer, several excellent
restaurants, and a few
prestigious hotels around the
lakes. From the town visitors
can explore the sights around
the Lakes of Killarney (see
pp162-3) and the surround-
ing heather-covered hills.

Environs

Overlooking the lakes and a
short drive from Killarney is
Muckross House. This imposing
mansion was built in 1843 in
Elizabethan style. Inside, the
elegant rooms are decorated
with period furnishings. There
is also a museum of Kerry Life,
with displays on the history of
southwest Ireland, and a craft
centre. The landscaped gardens
are very beautiful in spring
when the rhododendrons and
azaleas are in bloom. A short
walk away is Muckross Farm,
which still uses traditional
farming techniques.

& Muckross House

4 km (2.5 miles) S of Killarney. Tel
064 31440. [ ] July-Aug: 9am-6pm
daily; Sep—Jun: 9am-5:30pm daily.
7 days at Christmas. 173 [

3 1 www.muckross-house.ie

Stunning mountain scenery near Moll’s Gap on the Ring of Kerry [>
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Lakes of Killarney @

Renowned for its splendid scenery,
the area is one of Ireland’s most
popular tourist attractions. The three
. lakes are contained within Killarney
National Park. Although the land-

¥ scape is dotted with ruined castles
Fruitofthe  and abbeys, the lakes are the
strawberry tree  focus of attention: the moody
watery scenery is subject to subtle shifts of light  Meeting of the Waters
and colour. The area has entranced many artists  7pis beauty spot, best seen from Dinis
and writers including Thackeray, who praised  f5jand, is where the waters from the

“a precipice covered with a thousand trees ... Upper Lake meet Muckross Lake and

and other mountains rising as far as we could  1oy0h Leane. At the Old Weir Bridge,

see”. In autumn, the bright red fruits of the boats shoot the rapids.

strawberry tree colour the shores of the lakes. Long Range
River

| Torc Waterfall

The Owengarriff River
cascades through the
wooded Friars’ Glen
into Muckross Lake. A
pretty path winds up
to the top of this 18-m
(60-ft) high waterfall,
revealing views of
Torc Mountain.

Muckross Abbey was founded
by the Franciscans in 1448,
but was burnt down by
Cromwellian forces in 1653.

Killarney (see p159)

is the main town
from which tourists
visit the sights around
the lakes.

N22 to Tralee
(see pp156-7)

Ross Castle, built in the 15th
century, was the last stronghold
under Irish control to be taken by
Cromwellian forces in 1653.

* Muckross House

The 19th-century manor (see p159) enjoys
a lovely location overlooking the lakes. Visit
the wildlife centre for an introduction to
the flora and fauna of the National Park.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp302-6 and pp331-4
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Upper Lake
This narrow lake is the smallest of the three lakes. It flows
into the Long Range River to the Meeting of the Waters.

Ladies’ View gets its name from the delight
it gave Queen Victoria’s ladies-in-waiting

when they visited the spot in 1861. N71 to

Moll's Gap
and Kenmare
(see pp164-6)

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

Road map B5. Killarney, Co Kerry.
Kerry (066 976 4644). [£]
National Park Tel 064 31440. [ ]
9am-6pm (7pm Jul-Aug, 5:30pm
Nov-mid-Mar) daily (for access by
car). [l Killarney (064 31633).
Muckross House Tel 064 31440.
[] 9am-6pm (7pm Jul-Aug,
5:30pm Nov-mid-Mar) daily. [@)| 7
days over Christmas. 7] [11]
7] Ross Castle Tel 064 35851.
[] mid-Mar-mid-Nov: daily. I3
I3 obligatory. = from Ross Castle:
Destination Killarney (064 326
38): daily (weather permitting); The
Lily of Killarney (064 31068):
Mar-Oct. Kate Kearney's
Cottage Tel 064 44146. [ ]
Easter-Sep: 9am-midnight daily;
Oct—Easter: 9:30am-6pm. [l 1

Purple
Mountain,

832m
(2,730 ft)

e

% Gap of Dunloe
Glaciers carved this dramatic mountain

Tomies

Mountain, pass which is popular with walkers, cyclists
@ 471315;3 and horse riders. The route through the

gap offers fabulous views of the boulder-
strewn gorge and three small lakes.

Kate Kearney’s Cottage was home to
a local beauty who ran an illegal

drinking house for passing travellers 7|
in the mid-19th century.

R562 to Killorglin

(see pp164-5)

0 kilometres 2
e ——

0 miles 1 Lough Leane

The largest lake is

dotted with un-

inhabited islands

S S and fringed with

% Gap of Dunloe wooded slopes.

Boat trips run
between Ross Castle
and Innisfallen.

* Muckross House
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Valentia Island ©

Road map A5. Co Kerry. [E] to
Cahersiveen. [l Cahersiveen (066 947
2589/064 31633). www.corkkerry.ie

Although it feels like the main-
land, Valentia is an island, albeit
linked by a causeway to Port-
magee. It is 11 km
(7 miles) long and
noted for its sea-
scapes,

. water

Stairway leading to Skellig Michael monastery

dotted with

Beach at Ballinskelligs

A Tour of the Ring of Kerry @

This long-established route around the
Iveragh Peninsula, which can be taken in
either direction, is always referred to as the
Ring of Kerry. Allow a day to see its
captivating mountain and coastal scenery,
slate-roofed fishing villages. Set
out early to avoid the mass of coach tours
which converge on the towns for lunch
and tea. There are interesting detours
across the spine of the peninsula.

Lillle Skellig
9\'1&31’;; Michael

Tour route

Other roads

Boats to the Skelligs

Az Viewpoint

sports, archaeological sites and
views from Geokaun Mountain.
Valentia is also popular for its
proximity to the Skellig Islands,
around 15 km (10 miles) south-
west of the Iveragh Peninsula.

The Skellig Experience
Centre, near the causeway
linking Valentia to the main-
land, houses an audiovisual
display about the construction
and history of the monastery
on Skellig Michael, the largest
of the Skellig Islands. Other
subjects covered include sea
birds and the marine
life around the islands,
o a reminder that

b the Skellig cliffs
lie underwater for
a depth of 50 m
(165 fv), providing
a habitat for giant
basking sharks,
dolphins and
turtles. The centre
also operates
cruises around

the islands.

Derrynane House ®
Dating from the 17th
century, the former
home of Danicl

O'Connell (see p4.2) C;’@

now houses a museum
featuring his memorabilia.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp302-6 and pp331-4

s limskeltiosi) §
Bz_z %

The main village on Valentia
is Knightstown, which offers
accommodation and lively
pubs with music and dancing.
The first transatlantic cable
was laid from the southwest
point of the island to New-
foundland, Canada, in 1866.

8 Skellig Experience Centre
Valentia Island. Tel 066 947 6306.

[] Mar-Oct: daily. 723

The Skelligs ®

Road map A6. Co Kerry. £ mid-
Mar-Oct: from Valentia Island.
Tel 066 947 6306.

Skellig Michael, also known
as Great Skellig, is a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. This
inhospitable rock rising out of
the Atlantic covers an area of
17 ha (44 acres). Perched on
a ledge almost 218 m (714 ft)
above sea level and reached
by an amazing 1,000-year-old

Glenbeigh ®
Stop here to visit the Kerry
Bog Village, a cluster of Z

Cahersiveen ® The reconstructed cottages
main town on the
peninsula is home Py
to a unique

heritage centre.

dating from the 18005. o

=

[
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Jﬂg"a
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] Staigue Fort ®
Scton a lnll up a narrow track, this
Iron Age, dry-stone fort (caber) is
the best preserved in Ireland.




CORK AND KERRY

165

stairway is an isolated early
Christian monastery. Monks
settled for solitude on Skellig
Michael during the 6th cen-
tury, building a cluster of six
corbelled beehive cells and
two boat-shaped oratories.
These dry-stone structures are
still standing, despite being
raked by storms over the
centuries. The monks were
totally self-sufficient, trading
eggs, feathers and seal meat
with passing boats in return
for cereals, tools and animal
skins. The skins were needed
to produce the vellum on
which the monks copied their
religious manuscripts. They
remained on this bleak island
until the 12th century, when
they retreated to the Augus-
tinian priory at Ballinskelligs
on the mainland.

Today the only residents
on Skellig Michael are the
thousands of sea birds which

7

TRALEE

Killorglin @ This pretty village, sitting on the
slopes above u river, is famous for its Puck
Fair {see p19).

- Brightly painted

" collages linc the streets
of this charming town
which also has a quaint
village green.

0 kilometres
— T——
0 miles 5

Gannets flying around the precipitous cliffs of Little Skellig

nest and breed on the high
cliffs, including storm petrels,

puffins and Manx shearwaters.

The huge breeding colonies
are protected from predators
by the sea and rocky shores.
Slightly closer to the main-
land is Little Skellig. Covering
an area of 7 ha (17 acres), the
island has steep cliffs. Home
to a variety of sea birds, it has
one of the largest colonies of
gannets (about 22,000 breeding
pairs) in the British Isles.

Moll's Gap
Cutting through
bleak bogland
and high
mountainou

't
/.—-""

BANTRY

terrain, Moll's
Gap offers some |8
stunning vicws. |

A cruiser from Valentia Island
circles the Skelligs but does
not dock. Except for a pier on
Skellig Michael, there are no
proper landing stages on the
islands. This is to discourage
visitors from disturbing the
birdlife, fragile plant cover
and archaeological remains.
Atlantic gales permitting,
local fishermen may run un-
official trips around the islands
from Portmagee or Ballin-
skelligs during the summer.

Killarney O

Visitors touring the
Ring of Kerry usually
start and finish here.
The route passes lovely
views of the Lakes of
Killarney (see pp162-3).

TIPS FOR DRIVERS

Length: 180 km (112 miles).
Stopping off points: Many
towns such as Killorglin and
Cahersiveen offer pub snacks.
Finish the day in one of the
excellent gourmet restaurants in
Kenmare (see also pp387-9).
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Lace making at Kenmare

Kenmare @

Road map B5. Co Kerry. i 7,400.
[E] Fl May-Sep: Main St (064
41233). B} Wed. www.corkkerry.ie

This town, on the mouth of
the River Sheen, was founded
in 1670 by William Petty,
Cromwell’s surveyor general.
However, Kenmare’s
appearance owes more to his
descendant, the first Marquess
of Lansdowne who, in 1775,
made it a model landlord’s
town of neat stone facades
with decorative plasterwork.
Today Kenmare is renowned
for its traditional lace. During
the famine years, nuns from
the local convent, St Clare’s, in-
troduced lace making to create
work for the women and
girls. Other attractions include
the fine hotels (see pp304—
305) and gourmet restaurants
(p333). The town is also an

T s

excellent base for exploring
the Beara Peninsula and the
Ring of Kerry (see pp164-5).

Set in a riverside glade off
Market Street is the Druid’s
Circle, a prehistoric ring of
15 stones associated with
human sacrifice.

Beara Peninsula ®

Road map A6. Co Cork & Co Kerry.
[E] to Glengarriff (daily) &

Castletownbere (Mon, Wed, Fri &Sun).

A Glengarriff (027 63084).

Dotted with sparsely
populated fishing villages
surrounded by bleak moor-
land, this peninsula is remote.
It used to be a refuge for
smugglers, with the Irish
getting the better deal in their
exchange of pilchards for
contraband French brandy.
The peninsula offers some
spectacular scenery and
wonderful walking country.
From the Healy Pass, which
cuts a jagged path across the
spine of the Caha Mountains,
there are some fine views of
Bantry Bay and the rugged
landscape of West Cork. To
the west of the pass is
Hungry Hill, the highest
mountain in the Caha range
and popular with hill walkers.
Encircled by the Caha and
Slieve Miskish Mountains is
Castletownbere, the main
town on the peninsula. This
sheltered port was once a
haven for smugglers, but is
now awash with foreign
fishing trawlers. McCarthey’s

Bar on Town Square features
an authentic matchmaking
booth, where Cork families
used to agree marriage terms
until a generation ago.

West of Castletownbere
stands the shell of Puxley
Mansion, home of the Puxley
family who owned the mines
at nearby Allihies. Centre of
the copper-mining district until
the 1930s, it is now a desolate
place, with tall Cornish-style
chimneys and piles of ochre-
coloured spoil; beware of
unguarded mine shafts.

From the tip of the peninsula
a cable car travels across to
Dursey Island, with its ruined
castle and colonies of sea
birds. Licensed to carry three
passengers and one cow, the
cable car swings across the
strait, offering views of Bull,
Cow and Calf islands.

From the headland the R757
road back to Kenmare passes
through the pretty villages of
Eyeries, noted for its brightly
painted cottages and crafts,
and Ardgroom, a centre for
mussel farming and a base for
exploring the scenic glacial
valley around Glenbeg Lough.

Garinish Island ®

Road map B6. Co Cork. [ from
Glengarriff (027 63116). Gardens Tel
027 63040. [] Mar-Oct: daily. 17
limited.

Also known as Ilnacullin, this
small island was turned into
an exotic garden in 1910 by
Harold Peto for Annan Bryce,

View of Caha Mountains from the Healy Pass, Beara Peninsula

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp302-6 and pp331-4
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a Belfast businessman.
Framed by views of Bantry
Bay, the gardens are land-
scaped with Neo-Classical
follies and planted with rich
subtropical flora. The micro-
climate and peaty soil provide
the damp, warm conditions
needed for these ornamental
plants to flourish.

Exotic shrubberies abound
especially during the summer.
In May and June, there are
beautiful displays of camellias,
azaleas and rhododendrons.
There is also a New Zealand
fernery and a Japanese
rockery, as well as a rare
collection of Bonsai trees. A
Martello tower crowns the
island and among the follies
are a clock tower and a
Grecian temple.

The centrepiece is a colon-
naded Italianate garden, with
a Classical folly and ornamental
lily pool. Much of its charm
resides in the contrast between
the cultivated lushness of the
garden and the glimpses of
wild seascape and barren
mountains beyond. An added
attraction of the boat trip
across to this Gulf Stream
paradise is the chance to see
cavorting seals in Bantry Bay.

Bantry House ®

See pp168-9.

Bantry Bay ®

Road map A6. Co Cork. [E] to Bantry
and Glengarriff. [l Mar-Oct: The
Square, Bantry (027 50229).
www.bantry.ie Bamboo Park Te/
027 63570. www.bamboo-park.com

Bantry Bay encompasses
the resorts of Bantry and
Glengarriff. It is also a spring-
board for trips to Mizen Head
and the Beara Peninsula.
Bantry nestles beneath the
hills which run down to the
bay. Just offshore you can see
Whiddy Island, the original
home of the White family, who
moved to Bantry House in the
early 18th century. Further
along is Bere Island, a British
base until World War II.

Glengarriff at the head the
bay, exudes an air of Victorian
gentility with its neatly painted
shopfronts and craft shops. On
the coast is the Eccles Hotel,
a haunt of Queen Victoria and
where George Bernard Shaw
supposedly wrote Saint Joan.
Bamboo Park in Glengarriff
is a unique, exotic garden
containing 30 different species
of bamboo as well as palms
and other tropical plants.

Mizen Head @

Road map A6. Co Cork.
[E] to Goleen. [l Town Hall, North
St, Skibbereen (028 21766).

Mizen Head, the most south-
westerly tip of Ireland, has
steep cliffs, often lashed by
storms. In a lighthouse, Mizen
Head Visitors’ Centre is reached
by a bridge. From the car
park, a headland walk takes
in views of cliffs and Atlantic
breakers. The sandy beaches
of nearby Barley Cove attract
bathers and walkers; to the
east is Crookhaven, a pretty
yachting harbour. From here,
a walk to Brow Head offers
views of the lighthouse.
Mizen Head can be reached
either from Bantry via Durrus
or from the market town of
Skibbereen, on the R592, via
the charming crafts centre of
Ballydehob and the village of
Schull. Trips to Clear Island
(see p170) leave from Schull.

1 Visitors’ Centre

Mizen Head. Tel 028 35115.

[) Mar-Oct: daily; Nov-mid-Mar:
Sat & Sun. 123 limited. [
] www.mizenhead.ie

Rocky cliffs at Mizen Head
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Bantry House @

Bantry House has been the
home of the White family,
formerly Earls of Bantry,
since 1739. The original
Queen Anne house was
built around 1700, but the
north facade overlooking the bay
was a later addition. Inside is an eclectic
collection of art and furnishings brought
from Europe by the 2nd Farl of Bantry. In
williamand  the carriage house and stable block
Mary clockin  is the French Armada Centre
antercom  where there are details of Wolfe
Tone’s attempted invasion in 1796. Guestrooms
are available here on a Bed & Breakfast basis.

The anteroom .
contains farnily £B*
mementos, china ¥
and a collection
of 18th-century
prints. g :

Gobelin Room
The subject of this 18th- The Ro
. . laid out in the early
century Gobelin tapestry is S
The Bath of id and 18th century, is, in the
e Bath of Cupid an words of the 1st Farl
Psyche. The room also of Bantry, “a parterre
contains an early 19th- after the English
century piano. manner”.

1ST EARL OF BANTRY (1767-1851)

Richard White, 1st Earl of Bantry, played a leading role in
defending Ireland against an attempted invasion by Wolfe
Tone and the United Irishmen (see pp40-41). On 16 Dec-
ember 1796, Tone sailed from Brest in Brittany with a fleet
of 43 French ships bound for
Ireland. White chose strategic
spots around Bantry Bay and
mustered volunteers to fight.
His efforts proved unnecessary
as the French fleet was forced -- i
back by bad weather. None- * Dining Room
theless, White was rewarded This room is dominated by
with a peerage by George III

for his “spirited conduct and pontraits of King George Il and
important services”. In 1801 he Queen Charlolte by court

was made Viscount Bantry, be painter Allan Ramsay. The
coming Earl of Bantry in 1816. Spanish chandelier is decorated
with Meissen china flowers.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp302-6 and pp331-4
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VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

Road map B6. Bantry, Co Cork.
Tel 027 50047. [&] from Cork
to Bantry (Mon-Sat). [ ] mid-
Mar-Oct: 10am-6pm daily.
25 Dec. 17 [ limited. F [
Concerts (summer only).
See also Hotels p302.
1796 French Armada Centre
n - 4 Tel 027 50047. D mid-
A e hall * Rose Room Mar-Oct: 10am-6pm daily (last
e 1he rose-coloured tapestries (¢.1770) adm: 5:30pm). -@F‘

TN -hrm(fing in this room are thought to bave ipiiEn)| ] Je e Etr

N OIS . ST ST House and Armada Centre
'\.Ibewz made for Marie Antoinette on ber el T baTeER i
| marriage to the Dauphin of France.

=

WA

Statue of
Diana
{1840)

To 1796 French
ArmadaTentre

% View of House and Bantry Bay
Bantry House enjoys a magnificent
A\ location cverlooking Bantry Bay.
N This lovely view:. from the terraces
S above the bouse, shows the
ke harbour with Whiddy
: Island and the Caba
Mowntains beyond.

STAR FEATURES : il
The steps, known Italian Garden

* Dining Room as the “Staircase to Inspired by the Boboli
the Sky”, lead to a Gardens in Florence, this
* Rose Room series of terraces garden encircles a pool
with fabulous views decorated in Classical

* View of House and over the house and

Bantry Bay across the bay. Grotesque style. It was

designed in the early
1850s by the 2nd Earl.
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Baltimore ®

Road map B6. Co Cork. fiff] 220.
[E] E2 to Sherkin Island (028 20218);
to Cape Clear Island (028 39159).

Baltimore’s most bizarre claim
to fame dates back to 1631
when more than 100 citizens
were carried off as slaves by
Algerian pirates. Now that the
threat of being kidnapped has
gone, this village appeals to
the yachting fraternity and
island-hoppers. Like neigh-
bouring Schull and
Castletownshend, the town
bustles with summer festivals.

Overlooking the harbour is
a ruined 15th-century castle,
once the stronghold of the
O™ Driscoll clan. Also worth a
visit are the seafood pubs,
including Bushe’s Bar, an
atmospheric inn hung with
nautical memorabilia. Behind
the village, cliff walks lead to
splendid views of Carbery’s
Hundred Isles — mere specks
on Roaringwater Bay. Baltimore
Beacon is an important marker
for boats in the bay

A short ferry ride away is
Sherkin Island with its sandy
beaches in the west, ruined
15th-century abbey, marine
station and pubs. The ferry
ride to Cape Clear Island is
more dramatic, as the boat
weaves between sharp black
rocks to this remote, Irish-
speaking island, noted for its
bird observatory in the North
Harbour. There are some
spectacular views of the
mainland from the island.

Distinctive white beacon for boats
approaching Baltimore

Drombeg Stone Circle, erected around the 2nd century BC

Drombeg Stone
Circle @

Road map B6. Co Cork. [E] to
Skibbereen or Clonackilty.

Situated on the Glandore road
16 km (10 miles) west of
Clonakilty, Drombeg is
the finest of the many
stone circles in
County Cork. Dating
back to about 150
BC, this circle of 17
standing stones is 9
m (30 fv) in diameter.
At the winter solstice,
the rays of the setting -
sun fall on the flat
altar stone which
faces the entrance to
the circle, marked by two
upright stones

Nearby is a small stream
with a Stone Age cooking pit
(fulacht fiadhb), similar to one
at Craggaunowen (see p190).
A fire was made in the hearth
and hot stones from the fire
were dropped into the cook-
ing pit to heat the water. Once
the water boiled, the meat,
usually venison, was added.

Sign fo

Clonakilty @

Road map B6. Co Cork. [{if] 3,000.
[E] F 25 Ashe Street (023 33226).

Founded as an English outpost
around 1588, this market town
has a typically hearty West
Cork atmosphere. The West
Cork Regional Museum, housed
in an old schoolhouse,
remembers the town’s indus-
trial heritage. A number of
quayside buildings, linked to
the town’s industrial past, have

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp302-6 and pp331-4

Clonakilty
black pudding

been restored. Particularly
pleasant is the Georgian
nucleus of Emmet Square.
Until the 19th century
Clonakilty was a noted linen
producer. Today, it is re-
nowned for its rich black pud-
dings, handpainted Irish signs
and traditional music pubs.
Near the town centre
is a model village,
depicting the town
as it was in the
1940s. Just east of
town is the recon-
structed Lios-na-
gCon Ring Fort,
with earthworks,
huts and souterrains
(see p20). A cause-
way links Clonakilty
to Inchydoney beach.

T West Cork Regional
Museum

Western Rd. Tel 023 33115.

[] May-Sep: daily (except Mon

& Wed). 17

N Lios-na-gCon Ring Fort

Tel 023 32565 (after 6pm). [ ] Apr-
Oct: daily. www.liosnagcon.com

Timoleague
Abbey @

Road map B6. Co Cork. [F] to
Clonakilty or Courtmacsherry. [] daily.

Timoleague Abbey enjoys a
waterside setting overlooking
an inlet where the Argideen
estuary opens into Courtmac-
sherry Bay. Founded around
the late 13th century, the
abbey is a ruined Franciscan
friary. The buildings have
been extended at various
times. The earliest section is
the chancel of the Gothic
church. The most recent



CORK AND KERRY

171

century tower, was added by
the Franciscan Bishop of

Ross. The friary was ransacked

by the English in 1642 but
much of significance
remains, including the
church, infirmary, fine
lancet windows,
refectory and a
walled court-
yard in the
west. There are
also sections of
cloisters and
wine cellars. In
keeping with
Franciscan
tradition, the
complex is plain
to the point of
austerity. Yet
such restraint
belied the friars” penchant for
high living: the friary pros-
pered on trade in Spanish
wines, easily delivered thanks
to its position on the then
navigable creek.

River Lee &

Lancet window in ruined
church at Timoleague Abbey

Road Map B6. Co Cork [Z] [F] to
Cork. [l Cork (021 425 5100).

Carving a course through
farm- and woodland to Cork
city (see pp174-7), the River
Lee begins its journey in the
lake of the enchanting
Gougane Barra Park. The
shores of the lake are linked
by a causeway to Holy Island,
where St Finbarr, the patron
saint of Cork, founded a
monastery. The Feast of St
Finbarr, on 25 September,

signals celebrations that climax
in a pilgrimage to the island
on the following Sunday.
The Lee flows through
several Irish-speaking
market towns and
villages. Some, such
as Ballingeary,
with its fine lake-
side views, have
good angling.
The town is also
noted for its Irish
language college.
Further east,
near the town of
Inchigeela, stand
the ruins of
Carrignacurra
Castle. Further
downstream lies
the Gearagh, an
alluvial stretch of marsh and
woods which has been desig-
nated a wildlife sanctuary
The river then passes
through the Sullane valley,
home of the thriving market
town of Macroom. The hulk
of a medieval castle, with its
restored entrance, lies just off
the main square. In 1654,
Cromwell granted the castle to
Sir William Penn. His son, who
was to found the American
state of Pennsylvania, also
lived here for a time
Between Macroom and Cork,
the Lee Valley passes through
a hydroelectric power scheme
surrounded by artificial lakes,
water meadows and wooded
banks. Just outside Cork, on
the south bank of the river is
Ballincollig, home to the
fascinating Royal Gunpowder
Mills museum (see p177).

Blarney Castle &

Road Map BS. Blarney, Co Cork.
Tel 021 438 5252. [Z] to Cork. [E]
to Blarney. [] daily. {@) 24 & 25 Dec.

173 I3 grounds only, no charge. [[]
www.blarneycastle.ie

Visitors from all over the
world flock to this ruined
castle to see the legendary
Blarney Stone. Kissing the
stone is a long-standing
tradition, intended to confer a
magical eloquence. It is set in
the wall below the castle
battlements and, in order to
kiss it, the visitor is grasped
by the feet and suspended
backwards under the parapet.

Little remains of the castle
today except the keep, built in
1446 by Dermot McCarthy. Its
design is typical of a 15th-
century tower house (see
120). The vaulted first floor
was once the Great Hall. To
reach the battlements you
need to climb the 127 steps to
the top of the keep.

The castle grounds offer
some attractive walks, includ-
ing a grove of ancient yew
trees and limestone rock
formations at Rock Close.
Blarney House, a Scottish
baronial mansion and the
residence of the Colthurst
family since the 18th century,
is not open to the public

A short walk from the castle,
Blarney has a pretty village
green with welcoming pubs
and a number of craft shops.
The Blarney Woollen Mills,
selling quality garments and
souvenirs, is well worth a visit.

Battlemented keep and ruined towers of Blarney Castle
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Street-by-Street: Kinsale @ Desmond Castle was
L . built around 1500. It is
For many visitors to Ireland, Kinsale known locally as the
heads the list of places to see. One of the “French Prison”. - COIE

prettiest small towns in Ireland, it has had
a long and chequered history. The defeat
of the Irish forces and their Spanish allies
in the Battle of Kinsale in 1601
signified the end of the old Gaelic order.
28 An important naval base in the 17th and
old office sign  18th centuries, Kinsale today is a popular
inKinsale  yachting centre. It is also famous for the
quality of its cuisine — the town’s annual
Festival of Fine Food attracts food lovers from far and
wide. As well as its many wonderful restaurants, the
town has pubs and wine bars to cater for all tastes.

Incorporating the old
courthouse, this
museum includes a
toll board listing local
taxes for 1788

Market
Square

CHARLES FORT

The star-shaped fort is 3 km (2 miles) east of
town in Summercove, but can be reached by
taking the signposted coastal walk from the
quayside, past the village of Scilly. The fort
was built in the 1670s by the English to pro-
tect Kinsale harbour against foreign naval
forces but, because of its vulnerability to land
attack, was taken during the siege of 1690 by
William of Orange’s army. Nonetheless, it
remained in service until 1922 when the
British forces left the town and handed it
over to the Irish Government. Charles Fort
remains one of the finest remaining examples - - -

of a star-shaped bastion fort in Europe. % St Multose Church

This much-altered Norman church
is named after an obscure Gth-
century saint and marks the centre
of the medieval town.

Kieran’s Folk
House Inn

0 metres 50

——

0 yards 50
KEY

I3 Parking

I Tourist information

Walls and bastions of Charles Fort

= == == Suggested route

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp302-6 and pp331-4
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Kinsale Harbour
Situated on the estuary of the Bandon
River, this is one of Ireland’s most
scenic harbours. Kinsale is host to a
number of international sailing
events throughout the year.

* Main Street

* Main Street §
Many of Kinsale’s
best eating and
drinking places can
be found on this
picturesque street.

* Old Market House

% St Multose Church

The Blue Haven,
casily identificd by
the ornate clock
above the entrance,
is onc of Kinsalc's

b / Quay and Compass Hill
\

VISITORS’ CHECKLIST

Road map B6. Co Cork. i1y
3,413. [E] H Pier Road (021
477 2234). [&] Annual Regatta
(Aug); Kinsale Fringe Jazz Festival
(Oct); International Festival of
Fine Food (Oct). Old Court
House Tel 021 477 7930. []
daily. 777 [ St Multose Church
Tel 021 477 2220. [ ] variable.
Desmond Castle and
International Museum of
Wine Tel 021 477 4855. [ )
May-Oct: daily. 77 Charles Fort
Tel 021 477 2263. [] daily. I
www.corkkerry.ie

O G,

— %

MOTHER
,‘,‘ HUBBARDS

Mother Hubbard’s, one

of Kinsale’s most popular
cafés, is situated in the heart
of town on Market Street.

finest seafood
restaurants.

To Kinsale Harbour, Denis
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Cork city derives its name from the
marshy land on the banks of the River
Lee — its Irish name Corcaigh means
marsh — on which St Finbarr founded a
monastery around AD 650. The narrow
alleys, waterways and Georgian architec-
ture give the city a Continental feel.
Since the 19th century, when Cork was
a base for the National Fenian movement
(see p43), the city has had a reputation
for political rebelliousness. Today this mood is reflected
in the city’s attitude to the arts and its bohemian spirit,
much in evidence at the lively October jazz festival.

Sign outside a
Cork pub

£ St Ann’s Shandon

Church St. Tel 021 450 5906.

[ daily. [@) 25 Dec. 173 [ limited.
This famous Cork landmark
stands on the hilly slopes of
the city, north of the River Lee.
Built in 1722, the church has
a facade made of limestone on
two sides, and of red sand-
stone on the other two. The
steeple is topped by a weather
vane in the shape of a salmon.
The clock face is known by
the locals as the “four-faced
liar” because, up until 1986
when it was repaired, each
face showed slightly different
times. Visitors can climb the
tower and, for a small fee,
ring the famous Shandon bells.

&® Cork Butter Museum
O’Connell Square, Shandon. Tel 021
430 0600. [ ] Mar-Oct: 10am-5pm
daily. 13

This museum tells the story of
Ireland’s most important food
export and the world’s largest
butter market. The exchange
opened in 1770 and was
where butter was graded
before it was exported to the
rest of the world. By 1892 it
was exporting around
500,000 casks of
butter a year.

The exchange shut in 1924.
Part of the building was
re-opened in the 1980s to
house the Shandon Craft
Centre. Here visitors can watch
craft workers, such as crystal
cutters and weavers, at work.

m Crawford Municipal
Art Gallery
Emmet Place. Tel 021 490 7855.
[ 10am-5pm Mon-Sat.
public hols. B I B 1
www.crawfordartgallery.com
The red brick and
limestone building that
houses Cork’s major
art gallery dates back
to 1724. Built as the
city’s original custom
house, it became a
school of design in
1850. In 1884, a well-
known art patron,
William Horatio
Crawford, extended the
building to accommodate -—
studios and sculpture AN
and picture galleries.

The gallery houses
some fine examples of late

Cork
City Gaol

s

s\JNDM‘S

Detail of stained-glass window The Meeting of St Brendan and the
Unhappy Judas (1911) by Harry Clarke, Crawford Art Gallery

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp302-6 and pp341-4

Clock tower and weather vane
of St Ann’s Shandon

| Diilge
e RO g

L2°

Fitzgerald Park
& Museum

N
R
prO®Y : B
St Finbarr's Cathedral CET
RE
GILL AggEY ST DEAN ST

Cork Alrport
5 ki 4 miles)

SIGHTS AT A GLANCE

Cork Butter Muscum @
Crawford Art Gallery @
Elizabeth Fort @
English Market &
Father Mathew Statue ®
National Monument @)
Parliament Bridge
Red Abbey ®

St Ann’s Shandon @

St Finbarr’s Cathedral @
St Mary’s Dominican Church @
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19th- and early 20th-century
Irish art including paintings
by Jack Yeats. There are also
three fine windows by
Ireland’s foremost stained-
glass artist, Harry Clarke
(1889-1931).

Another attraction is the
small collection by British
artists and international works
by artists such as Joan Mir6
and Georges Rouault.

The gallery is well known
for its excellent restaurant
which is run by the
Ballymaloe cookery school
(see p361), the exponents of
authentic Irish cooking with
a modern twist.

Richly decorated apse ceiling of
St Finbarr's Cathedral

M St Finbarr's Cathedral
Bishop Street. Tel 0271 496 3387.

O ceiy. 73

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

Road map C5. Co Cork.

i 136,000. BY 6 km (4 miles)
Sof Cork (021 431 3131).

[Z] Kent Station (021 450 6766).
[E] Parnell Place (021 450 8188).
A Tourist House, Grand Parade
(021 425 5100). [& Cork Jazz
Festival (Oct); Cork Film Festival
(Oct). www.corkkerry.ie

Burges, it is an exuberant
triple-spired edifice built in
Gothic Revival style, and deco-
rated with stone tracery. Inside,
the painted and gilded apse
ceiling shows Christ in Glory
surrounded by angels. The
stained-glass windows below
tell the story of Christ’s life.

m Cork City Gaol

Convent Avenue, Sunday's Well. Tel

021430 5022. [ daily. 73 4
B Il www.corkcitygaol.com

A pretty, 20-minute walk

west of the city centre leads

to the restored City Gaol,

complete with its furnished

cells. An exhibition traces

the lives of individual

inmates imprisoned here
during the 19th and 20th
centuries. Conditions were
miserable and, for punish-
ment, prisoners were made
to run on a human treadmill
that would normally be
used to grind grain.

The Radio Museum
Experience is also housed in
this building and chronicles
the development of radio in
Ireland and across the world.

LIMERICK,
e www cathedral.cork.anglican.ory
St Mary's Siated in 4 auict o 3
PrClin) G - Sl[jUdt\,d in a quict part of town,
° B this cathedral is dedicated to
Cork Butter - z the founder and patron saint
o . .
Museum ES & of the city. Completed in 1870
@ @St Ann's z = to the design of William
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=
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Exploring Cork

One of Cork’s great attractions is that it is a city built on
water. Its heart lies on an island between two arms of
the River Lee, and many of today’s streets were in fact
once waterways lined with warehouses and merchants’
residences. Although the Dutch canalside appearance
has faded, picturesque quays and bridges remain. Steep
lanes rise to the north and south of the central island to

the city’s 19th-century suburbs, offering wonderful
views of the city and its fine buildings.

The Quays
Although the river now plays
only a minor part in the city’s
economy, much of Cork’s
commercial activity still takes
place around the Quays (pro-
nounced “kays” in the Cork
accent). The South Mall,
which covers an arm of
the River Lee, was a
waterway until the late
18th century. Boats were
once moored at the foot
of a series of stone
steps, some of which
are still intact today.
These led to mer-
chants’ domestic
quarters above. The
arches below led to
warehouses where
goods were unloaded.
Near South Mall is
Parliament Bridge,
built in 1806 to com-
memorate the Act of
Union (see p42). 1t is an
elegant, single-arched bridge
which is made mainly from
limestone. Designed by
William Hargrave, it replaced
a bridge on the same site which
was damaged by a flood in
1804. A short walk away, on
Sullivan’s Quay, is the Quay
Co-Op, a popular vegetarian
restaurant and meeting place.

National Monument,
Grand Parade

Selling fruit and vegetables at the English Market

From Sullivan’s Quay an
elegant footbridge, built in
1985, crosses the river to the
south end of Grand Parade.

Grand Parade and
St Patrick’s Street
On Grand Parade, also
once a waterway, stands
the grandiose National
Monument, recalling the
Trish patriots who died
between 1798 and
1867. Bishop Lucey
Park, off Grand
Parade, has a section
of city walls and a
fine gateway from
the old cornmarket.
Between St Patrick’s
Street and Grand
Parade is the
== English Market, a
covered fruit and
vegetable market
established in
1610. Bustling St Patrick’s
Street, the backbone of the
city, was a waterway until 1800
when boats were moored
under the steps of gracious
houses such as the Chateau
Bar (see p347). At the top of
the street, near Patrick Bridge,
is the Father Mathew Statue,
a monument to the founder
of the Temperance Movement.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp302-6 and pp331-4

Fitzpatrick’s second-hand shop
on George's Quay

Paul Street

Noted for its ethnic restaurants,
chic bars, bookshops and
trendy boutiques, Paul Street
is the hub of the liveliest
district in town. Just off Paul
Street are the busy backstreets
of Carey’s Lane and French
Church Street. In the early 18th
century, Huguenots (French
Protestants) settled in these
streets and set themselves up
as butter exporters, brewers
and wholesale merchants. This
area is Cork’s equivalent to
Dublin’s Temple Bar (see p78).

Shandon Quarter

Crossing the Christy Ring
Bridge to Pope’s Quay, you
will see on your left St Mary’s
Dominican Church, with its
portico of Ionic columns
topped by a huge pediment.
John Redmond Street leads to
the northern slopes of Cork,
dominated by the spire of St
Ann’s Shandon (see p174)
with its fine views of the city.
To the northeast lies the lofty
Montenotte district, once the
epitome of Victorian gentility.

St Finbarr’s Quarter

South of the river, rising above
the city, this area’s distinctive
landmark is St Finbarr’s
Cathedral (see p175). Nearby
is the ivy-clad Elizabeth Fort,
a 16th-century structure which
was converted into a prison
in 1835 and later a Garda
(police) station. A short walk
to the east lies the Red
Abbey, a 13th-century relic
from an Augustinian abbey —
the oldest building in Cork.
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Environs

Some beautiful countryside
surrounds the city of Cork,
especially along the lush
valley of the River Lee (see
p171). The landscape of East
Cork is much gentler than the
wild, rocky coastline of West
Cork and County Kerry, and
the land is much more fertile.
Many local attractions make
good day trips and there are
also plenty of opportunities
for outdoor activities such as
walking, riding and fishing.

A Blackrock Castle

Blackrock. [@) to the public.

On the banks of the River Lee
1.5 km (1 mile) downstream
from the city centre stands
Blackrock Castle. Originally
built in 1582 by Lord Mountjoy
as a harbour fortification, the
castle was destroyed by fire
in 1827. It was rebuilt in 1830
to the design of architects J
and GR Pain. The castle was
recently bought by a private
company and is no longer
open to the public. A little
further south at Carrigtwohill,
near Fota Wildlife Park (see
pp178-9), is the 13th-century
Barryscourt Castle, with its
two intact towers.

Blackrock Castle standing on
the banks of the River Lee

@ Barryscourt Castle
Carrigtwohill, Co Cork. Tel 021 488
2218. [ Jun-Sept: 10am-6pm daily.
7

This castle was the seat of the
Barry family from the 12th to
17th centuries. The present
building has been extensively
restored by the office of public
works and period fittings and
furniture are gradually being
reinstated. It is a fine example
of a 15th century tower house

The 15th century tower house of
Barryscourt Castle

with 16th century additions
and alterations. It is roughly
rectangular with a four-storey
tower house occupying the
south-west corner. What
makes Barryscourt stand out
from most other tower house
complexes is the 50m long
hall, which occupies the
western section of the castle.
Both the Great Hall and the
Main Hall are open to the
public and the keep houses
an exhibition on the arts in
Ireland from 1100 to 1600.
The orchard has also been
restored to an original 16th
century design.

A Desmond Castle

Kinsale. Tel 021 477855. [] 10am-
6pm daily (mid-Apr-mid-Jun: Tue—
Sun). 7 P4 www.desmondcastle.ie
Situated some 16 km (10
miles) south of Cork City,
Desmond Castle was built

by Maurice Bacach Fitzgerald,
the ninth Earl of Desmond,

in around 1500. A good
example of an urban tower
house, the castle consists of a
keep with storehouses to the
rear. It has spent time as an
ordnance store, workhouse,
customs house and prison.

In 1938 it was declared a
national monument.

In 1997 a joint project
between the Irish government’s
Heritage Service and a number
of local historians and restau-
ranteurs saw the International
Museum of Wine being set
up in the castle.

River Blackwater @

Road Map B5. Co Cork.
[Z] to Mallow. [=] to Fermoy, Mallow
or Kanturk.

The second longest river in
Ireland after the Shannon (see
p185), the Blackwater rises in
high bogland in County Kerry.
It then flows eastwards
through County Cork until it
reaches Cappoquin, County
Waterford, where it changes
course south through wooded
sandstone gorges to the sea
at Youghal (see p179). Much
of the valley is wooded, a
reminder that the entire area
was forested until the 17th
century. The river passes
some magnificent country
houses and pastoral views.
However, the region is best
known for its fishing — the
Blackwater’s tributaries are
filled with fine brown trout.
The best way to see the
valley is to take the scenic
Blackwater Valley Drive from
Youghal to Mallow. The route
passes through Fermoy, a
town founded by Scottish
merchant John Anderson in
1789. Angling is the town’s
main appeal, especially for
roach, rudd, perch and pike.
Further west is Mallow, a
prosperous town noted for its
fishing, golf and horse racing,
and a good base for tours of
the area. Detours along the
tributaries include Kanturk, a
pleasant market town with a
castle, on the River Allow.

Weirs and bridge at Fermoy on the
River Blackwater
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Cobh @

Road map C6. Co Cork. fiifl 72,000.
m ﬂ Old Yacht Club (021 4813612).
www.cobhharbourchamber.ie

Cobh (pronounced “cove”)
lies on Great Island, one of
the three islands in Cork
harbour which are now linked
by causeways. The Victorian
seafront has rows of steeply
terraced houses overlooked
by St Colman’s, an imposing
Gothic Revival cathedral.
Following a visit by Queen
Victoria in 1849, Cobh was
renamed Queenstown but
reverted to its original name
in 1921. The town has one of
the world’s largest natural har-
bours, hence its rise to prom-
inence as a naval base in the
18th century. It was also a
major port for merchant ships
and the main port from which
Irish emigrants left for America.
Cobh was also a port of call
for luxury passenger liners. In
1838, the Sirius made the first
transatlantic crossing under
steam power from here. Cobh
was also the last stop for the
Titanic, before its doomed
Atlantic crossing in 1912.
Three years later, |
the Lusitania was
torpedoed and
sunk by a German
submarine just I
off Kinsale (see 0|
pp172-3), south- Q]

promenade is 4
dedicated to all I
those who died

in the attack.

IRISH EMIGRATION

Between 1848 and 1950 almost six million people
emigrated from Ireland — two and a half million of them
leaving from Cobh. The famine years of 1844-8 (see p219)
triggered mass emigration as the impoverished made
horrific transatlantic journeys in cramped, insanitary
conditions. Many headed for the United States and Canada,
and a few risked the long journey to Australia. Up until the
early 20th century, emigrants waiting to board the ships
were a familiar sight in Cobh. However, by the 1930s world
recession and immigration restrictions in the United States

and Canada led to a fall in the numbers leaving Ireland.

S e

19th-century engraving of emigrants gathering in Cobh harbour

N The Queenstown Story
Cobh Heritage Centre. Tel 021 481
3591. [] daily. [@ 22 Dec-1 Jan. I}
I 3 ] www.cobhheritage.com
Housed in a Victorian railway
station, The Queenstown Story
is an exhibition detailing the
town’s marine history. Exhibits
and audiovisual displays recall
the part Cobh played in Irish
emigration and the transporta-
tion of convicts. Between 1791
and 1853, 40,000 convicts
were sent to Australian penal
colonies in notorious “coffin

. | ships”; many prisoners
£yl were also kept

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp302-6 and pp331-4

in floating jails in Cork Harbour.
The exhibition also documents
Cobh’s role as a port of call for
transatlantic liners.

Environs
North of Cobh is Fota Island,
with Fota House and Gardens.
This glorious Regency mansion,
surrounded by landscaped
gardens, has a 19th-century
arboretum with rare trees and
shrubs from Asia, South
America, and North America.
Also on the island, the Fota
Wildlife Park concentrates on
breeding and reintroducing

Cobh harbour with the steeple of St Colman’s rising above the town
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animals to their natural habitat.
The white-tailed sea eagle is
one native species that has
been saved from extinction in
Ireland. The park boasts over
70 species, including giraffe,
flamingo, and zebra. A train
links the sections of the park.

® Fota House and Gardens
Carrigtwohill. Tel 021 481 5543.
Qi 200

¥4, Fota Wildlife Park
Carrigtwohill. Tel 021 481 2678. [ ]
daily (Nov-Mar: Sat-Sun). 77 [ [}

Old Midleton
Distillery &

Road map C5. Distillery Walk,
Midleton, Co Cork.

Tel 021 461 3594. E] to Midleton.
[ daily. (@) 24 Dec-2 Jan. 17
13 @ in summer only.

www jamesonwhiskey.com

A sensitively restored 18th-
century distillery, Old Midleton
Distillery is part of the vast
Irish Distillers group at Midle-
ton. Bushmills (see p266) is
the oldest distillery in Ireland
but Midleton is the largest,
with a series of distilleries
each producing a different
whiskey, including Jameson.
The story of Irish whiskey is
presented through audiovisual
displays, working models and
authentic machinery. A tour of
the old distillery takes in the
mills, maltings, still-houses,
kilns, granaries and ware-
houses. Visitors can take part
in whiskey tasting and try to
distinguish between various
brands of Irish, Scotch and
bourbon whiskies. Highlights
of the visit include the world’s
largest pot still, with a capacity
of over 30,000 gallons, and the
working water wheel.

Grain truck (c.1940) at the Jameson Heritage Centre

Clock tower on the main street of Youghal

Youghal @

Road map C5. Co Cork. fiifl 7,500.
[E] Fl Market House, Market Square
(024 20170). www.corkkerry.ie

Youghal (pronounced “yawl”)
is a historic walled town and
thriving fishing port. The
town was granted to Sir Walter
Raleigh by Queen Elizabeth T
but later sold to the Earl of
Cork. In Cromwellian times,
Youghal became a closed
borough — an English Protes-
tant garrison town.

The picturesque, four-storey
Clock tower was originally
the city gate, but was recast
as a prison. Steep steps
beside the tower lead up to a
well-preserved section of the
medieval town wall and fine
views across the Blackwater
estuary. Through the tower, in
the sombre North Main Street,
is the Red House, a Dutch
mansion built in 1710. Virtually
next door are some grim
Elizabethan almshouses and,
on the far side of the road, a
15th-century tower, known as
Tynte’s Castle.

Nestling in the town walls
opposite is Myrtle Grove
(closed to the public), one of
the few unfortified Tudor
manor houses to survive in
Ireland. Tt has a triple-gabled
facade and exquisite interior
oak panelling. Just uphill is
the Gothic Church of St Mary.
Inside are tomb effigies and
stained-glass windows
depicting the coats of arms
of local families.






IRELAND REGION BY REGION

181

THE LOWER SHANNON

CLARE - LIMERICK - TIPPERARY

n the three counties which flank the lower reaches of the Shannon,

Ireland’s longest river, the scenery ranges from the rolling farm-

land of Tipperary to the eerie limestone plateau of the Burren. The

Shannon’s bustling riverside resorts draw many visitors, and there

are medieval strongholds and atmospheric towns of great bistoric

interest. The region also boasts a vibrant music scene.

The River Shannon has long
made this area an attractive
prospect for settlers. There
are several important Stone
Age sites, including a major
settlement by Lough Gur.
From the 5th century, the
region lay at the heart of
Munster, one of Ireland’s four
Celtic provinces. The Rock of Cashel,
a remarkable fortified abbey in county
Tipperary, was the seat of the Kings
of Munster for more than 700 years.
The Vikings penetrated the Shannon
in the 10th century, but Gaelic clans
put up stern resistance. During the
Norman period, the chieftains of these
clans built Bunratty Castle and other
fortresses that were impressive enough
to rival the strongholds erected by the
Anglo-Trish dynasties. Foremost among
the latter families were the Butlers, the

Earls of Ormonde, who held
much land in Tipperary, and
the Fitzgeralds, the main land-
owners in the Limerick area.
From the Middle Ages, Limerick
was often at the centre of events
in the Lower Shannon. In 1691,
the army of William of Orange laid
siege to the town, heralding the Treaty
of Limerick that triggered the Catholic
nobility’s departure for Europe — the
so-called “Flight of the Wild Geese”.

Lush grassland, which has turned
the Lower Shannon into prime dairy
country, is typical of the region. In
places this gives way to picturesque
glens and mountains, such as the
Galty range in southern Tipperary.
The region’s most dramatic scenery,
however, is found along the coast of
Clare, a county otherwise best known
for its thriving traditional music scene.

Ruins of Dysert O’'Dea monastery in County Clare with an outstanding 12th-century High Cross

<] Traditional musicians playing at Feakle in County Clare
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Exploring the Lower Shannon

The central location of Limerick city makes it a natural
focus for visitors to the region. However, there are many
charming towns that make pleasanter bases, such as i
Adare, Cashel and also Killaloe, which is well placed for A\VA
exploring the River Shannon. Most places of interest in 4™
Tipperary lic in the southern part of the county, where

historic towns such as Clonmel and Cahir overlook the

River Suir. By contrast, County Clare has few towns of

any size, though it boasts the major attraction of Bunratty

Castle. Beyond Ennis, the landscape becomes steadily

bleaker until you reach the Burren.

Galway
-

Crush
7{ g

CﬂAG GAU NOW!E N
ENNI 5 Y1l

Bu)/ m%

Mintovﬁ ¢
Malb\ L —
Mutton = Sy -
Istand Quilty

This is rather limited, especially in County
Clare, although buses o the Burren
from Limerick pass the Cliffs of Moher.
Some of the most popular sights, such
as Bunratty Castle and the Burren, can
be reached on bus tours from Limerick.
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SIGHTS AT A
GLANCE

Adare @

Athassel Priory @
Bunratty Castle pp192-3 @
The Burren pp186-8 @
Cahir @
Cartick-on-Suir €
Cashel pp195-7 @
Cliffs of Moher @
Clonmel €
Craggaunowen @
Dysert O'Dea @

Ennis @

Foynes @

Glen of Aherlow @
Glin @

Holy Cross Abbcy @
Killaloe @

Kilrush @

Knappogue Castle €@

e Portlaoise Limerick @
17 i |\ Lough Gur @
Ossory “‘/ Mountshannon
\) River Shannon @
:\«:"; Roscrea @
iigh J’n_:{'mstowﬁ / Portlaoise

/ Z

Urli\r@ford

Kilkenny

Ballyneety ¢
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)
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SEE ALSO

* Where to Stay pp306-9

* Restaurants, Cafés and Pubs
pPp335-6 & 348-9

Painted pub sign in Cashel
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Looking south along the Cliffs of Moher, one of the most dramatic stretches of Ireland’s west coast

The Burren @

See pp186-8.

Cliffs of Moher ©

Road map B4. Co Clare [E] from
Ennis & Limerick. Visitors’ Centre Tel
061 360788. [] daily. @] Good Fri,
23-27 Dec. [ [[] O’Brien’s Tower
Tel 061 360788. [ ] Mar-Oct: daily.
I www.shannonheritage.com

Even when shrouded in mist
or buffeted by Atlantic gales,
the Cliffs of Moher are
breathtaking, rising to a height
of 200 m (650 ft) out of the
sea and extending for 8 km
(5 miles). The sheer rock face,
with its layers of black shale
and sandstone, provides shel-
tered ledges where guillemots
and other sea birds nest.
Well-worn paths lead along
the cliffs. From the Visitors’
Centre, 5 km (3 miles) north-
west of Liscannor, you can
walk south to Hag’s Head in
an hour. To the north, there
is a three-hour coastal walk
between O’Brien’s Tower —
a viewing point built for
Victorian tourists — and Fisher-
street near Doolin (see p188).

Kilrush ©

Road map B4. Co Clare. [iifl 2,800.
[E H Francis St (065 905 1577). []
May-Sep (call 065 682 8366 Oct-Apr).

With a new marina and the
promotion of Kilrush as a
heritage town, the fortunes of
this 18th-century estate town
have been greatly revived. It
now has a Heritage Centre,
where an exhibition covers the
Great Famine (see p219) and
the landlord evictions of 1888

(see pp42-3). A well-marked
walking trail around the town’s
historic sights also starts here.

Environs

From Kilrush, boats take
visitors dolphin-spotting or to
nearby Scattery Island, site of
a medieval monastery. The
ruins include five churches
and one of the tallest round
towers in the country.

The Loop Head Drive is a
27-km (17-mile) route which
begins at the resort of Kilkee,
west of Kilrush. It winds south
past dramatic coastal scenery
to Loop Head, from where
you can enjoy superb views.

Glin @

Road map B5. Co Limerick. Ji&] 600.
[E] from Limerick.

This charming village on the
banks of the Shannon is the
seat of the Knights of Glin, a
branch of the Fitzgeralds who
have lived in the district for
seven centuries. Their first
medieval castle is a ruin, but
west of the village stands their

Rare 18th-century double “flying”
staircase in Glin Castle

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp306-9 and pp335-6

newer home, Glin Castle.
Built in 1780, the manor
succumbed to the vogue for
Gothic romance in the 1820s,
when it acquired battlements
and gingerbread lodges. There
is fine stuccowork and 18th-
century furniture inside. It is
now run as a hotel (see p308).

A Glin Castle

Tel 068 34173. [ ) by appt. 3 4
obligatory.www.glincastle.com

Foynes ©

Road map B5. Co Limerick. [l 650.
[E] from Limerick.

Foynes enjoyed short-lived
fame in the 1930s and 1940s as
the eastern terminus of the
first airline passenger route
across the Atlantic. Foynes
Flying Boat Museum presents
a detailed history of the sea-
plane service. The original
Radio and Weather Room and
a 1940s-style tea room are par-
ticularly evocative of the era.

M Foynes Flying Boat

Museum
Avras Ide, Foynes. Tel 069 65416.
[ Apr=0ct: daily. 73 B (1
Environs

The historic town of
Askeaton, 11 km (7 miles)
east of Foynes, has a castle
and Franciscan friary founded
by the Fitzgeralds. The friary
is particularly interesting, with
a 15th-century cloister of black
marble. In Rathkeale, 8 km

(5 miles) south, Castle Matrix
is a restored 15th-century tower
house renowned for the fine
library in the Great Hall.

A Castle Matrix
Rathkeale. Tel 069 64284.
[] May-Sep: Sat-Thu. I
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Fishing on Lough Derg, the largest
of the lakes on the Shannon

River Shannon @

Road map B4, C4, C3. [F] to Limerick
or Athlone. E] to Carrick-on-Shannon,
Athlone or Limerick. [l Arthur’s Quay,
Limerick (061 317522).
www.shannonregiontourism.ie

The Shannon is the longest
river in Ireland, rising in
County Cavan and meandering
down to the Atlantic. Flowing
through the heart of the island,
it has traditionally marked the
border between the provinces
of Leinster and Connaught. In
medieval times, castles guarded
the major fords from Limerick
to Portumna, and numerous
monasteries were built along
the riverbanks, including the
celebrated Clonmacnoise
(see pp250-51). Work
began on the Shannon
navigation system in the
1750s, but it fell into
disuse with the advent of
the railways. It has since
been revived with the
Shannon-Erne Waterway
the latest stretch to be
restored (see p235).
There are subtle
changes of landscape
along the length of the river.
South of Lough Allen, the
countryside is covered with the
drumlins or low hills typical
of the northern Midlands.
Towards Lough Ree, islands
stud the river in an area of
ecological importance which
is home to otters, geese, grey
herons and whooper swans.
Continuing south beyond
Athlone (see p249), the river
flows through flood plains and
bog before reaching Lough

Grey heron on
the Shannon

EXPLORING
THE SHANNON

Carrick-on-Shannon is the
main centre for boating on
the upper reaches of the
river, while Portumna and
the atmospheric ports of
Mountshannon and Killaloe
are the principal bases for
exploring Lough Derg.

Cruiser on the Shannon

KEY

¥ Tourist information
g Cruiser hire

B Water-bus tour

NORTHWEST

THE WEST
OF IRELAND

Source of
the Shannan

THE LOWER
SHANNON

0 km 20
—— —a
0 miles 10

Derg, the biggest of the lakes
on the Shannon. The scenery
is more dramatic here, with the
lough’s southern end edged
by wooded mountains. From
Killaloe (see p190), the river
gains speed on its rush towards
Limerick (see p791) and the
sea. The mudflats of the
Shannon estuary attract a
great variety of birdlife.
The port of Carrick-on-
' Shannon (see p235) is
7 the cruising centre of
Ireland, but there are
bases all along the
river — especially

around Lough Derg, which is
the lake most geared to boat-
ing. Water-buses connect most
ports south of Athlone. If you
hire a cruiser, enquire about
the weather conditions before
setting out, particularly on
Loughs Ree and Derg, which
are very exposed. The calm
stretch from Portumna (see
p213) to Athlone is easier for
inexperienced sailors.

Walkers can enjoy the Lough
Derg Way, a signposted route
around the lake. The woods
by Lough Key (see p219) also
provide good walking territory.

Athlone and the southern reaches of Lough Ree
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The Burren @

The word Burren derives from boireann,
which means “rocky land” in Gaelic — an
apt name for this vast limestone plateau

in northwest County Clare. In the 1640s,
Cromwell’s surveyor described it as “a
savage land, yielding neither
water enough to drown a man,
nor tree to hang him, nor soil enough
to bury”. Few trees manage to grow in
this desolate place, yet other plants thrive.
The Burren is a unique botanical environment in which

Dark red
helleborine

Mediterranean and alpine plants rare to Ireland grow Grazing in the Burren .
side by side. From May to August, an astonishing array 4 quirk in the local 0
of flowers adds splashes of colour to the austere climate means that.
landscape. These plants grow most abundantly around winter, the bills )

the region’s shallow lakes and pastures, but they also are warmer than

take root in the crevices of the limestone pavements the valleys— bence
which are the most striking geological feature of the the unusual prac-

rocky plateau. In the southern part of the Burren, tice in the Burren
limestone gives way to the black shale and sandstone of letting cattle

that form the dramatic Cliffs of Moher (see p184). graze on bigh

ground in winter.

FAUNA OF THE BURREN Turloughs are shallow

lak hich dry i

The Burren is one of the best places in aes which are ¢ry i

g ! - summer but flood in
Treland for butterflies, with 28 species found .
. B . N winter, when they attract
in the area. The birdlife is also varied. Sk.y- wildfow! and waders.
larks and cuckoos are common on the hills
and in the meadows, while the coast is a
good place for razorbills, guillemots, puffins Spring
and other sea birds. Mammals are harder gentian
to spot. Badgers, foxes and stoats live here,
but you are much more likely to see a herd
of shaggy-coated wild goats or an Irish hare.

The pearl-bordered
fritillary, one of a
number of fritillaries  An Irish hare's white
Sfound in the Burren,  and brown winter
can be seen in no coat turns to reddish-
other part of Ireland.  brown in the summer.

Bloody
Cranesbill

This striking
plant, common
in the Burren, is
a member of the
geranium family.
1t flowers in June.

| L
Whooper swans The hooded crow is
Jfrom Iceland flock to  easily identified
the wetlands of the by its grey and
Burren in winter. black plumage.
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Limestone Pavement
Glaciation and wind and
rain erosion have formed
limestone pavements with
deep crevices known as
“arykes”. The porous rock

is easily penetrated by rain-
water, which has gouged out
an extensive cave system
beneath the rocky plateau.

Hawthorn is one of the
few trees which manages
to grow in the Burren,
although the plants are
usually twisted
and stunted.

Exposed layers
of limestone

Stone-built
Burren
cottage

Dry-stone
wall

Limestone
slabs, or
“clints”

Maidenhair fern
thrives in the damp
crevices of the Burren.

The hoary rock rose is one of
several rare plants to grow
abundantly in the Burren.

Mountain Avens
Normally a mountain
plant, this flower grows
bere at sea level.

Holly trees can gain a foothold
in the pavement, but grazing
and wind restrict their growth.
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Exploring the Burren

If you are interested in the
unique geology and natural
history of the Burren, head for
Mullaghmore, to the south-
east of the area. This is one of
the wildest parts of the
plateau and reaches a height
of 191 m (626 ft), with some
of the best limestone pave-
ments in the area.

A good place to begin a tour
of the more accessible parts
of the Burren is at the Cliffs
of Moher (see p184). From
here it is a short drive north to
Doolin, near the port for the
Aran Islands (see pp214-15).
This rather spread-out village
is renowned for its traditional
music; Gus O’Connor’s pub
(see p348) acts as a focus for
music-lovers in the area. The
coastal road runs north from
Doolin to a desolate limestone
outcrop at Black Head, while
turning inland you will reach
Lisdoonvarna. The Victorians
developed the town as a spa,
but it is now most renowned
for its colourful pubs and its
matchmaking festival (see p50).

Poulnabrone Dolmen in the heart of
the Burren’s limestone plateau

Music shop in Doolin

To the north along the N67
lies Ballyvaughan, a fishing
village dotted with slate-roofed
cottages and busy with tourists
in summer. It is well placed for
reaching a number of sights.
Nearby Bishop’s Quarter
has a sheltered beach
with glorious views
across a lagoon to-
wards Galway Bay.
Aillwee Cave, to the
south, is just one of
thousands of caves in
the Burren, but is the
only one open to the
public. It consists of
a tunnel which opens into a
series of caverns. In the first,
known as Bear Haven, the
remains of hibernation pits
used by bears are still visible.
Ruined forts and castles and
numerous prehistoric sites dot
the landscape. Just west of
Aillwee Cave is Cahermore
Stone Fort, with a lintelled
doorway, and to the south

Carved capital in
Kilfenora Cathedral

Gleninsheen Wedge Tomb, a
style of grave which marks
the transition between Stone
and Bronze Age cultures. The
more famous Poulnabrone
Dolmen nearby is a striking
portal tomb dating back to
2500-2000 BC. Continuing
south you reach the ghostly
shell of Leamaneagh Castle,
a 17th-century mansion that
incorporates an eatlier tower
house built by the O'Briens.
On the southern fringe of
the Burren lies Kilfenora, a
Catholic diocese which, by a
historical quirk, has the Pope
for its bishop. The village’s
modest cathedral, one of many
12th-century churches in the
Burren, has a roofless chancel
with finely sculpted capitals.
Kilfenora, however, is more
famous for its High Crosses:
there are several in the
graveyard. Best preserved
is the Doorty Cross,
with a carving of a
bishop and two
other clerics on the
east face. Next door,
the refurbished
» Burren Centre offers
an excellent multi-
dimensional
exhibition giving
information on the geology
and fauna of the area and
man’s impact on the landscape.

B4 Aillwee Cave
Ballyvaughan. Tel 06570 77036.
oM e 1=15)

M Burren Centre

Kilfenora. Tel 06570 88030.

[] Mar-Oct: daily. 73 I B 1

www.theburrencentre.ie
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Dysert O’'Dea @

Road map 4 B. Corrofin, Co Clare.
[E] from Ennis. Tel 06568 37401.

[ May-Sep: daily. |}

Dysert O’dea castle stands
on a rocky outcrop 9 km (6
miles) north of Ennis. This
tower house, erected in the
15th century, is home to the
Archaeology Centre, which
includes a small museum and
also marks the start of a trail
around nearby historic sights.
A map of the path, designed
for both walkers and cyclists,
is available from the tea room.
Across a field from the castle
is a monastic site said to have
been founded by the obscure
St Tola in the 8th century. The
ruins are overgrown and rather
worn, but the Romanesque
carving above one doorway is
still clear, and there is also an
impressive 12th-century High
Cross, with a bishop sculpted
on the east side (see p243).
Further south, the trail leads
past the remains of two stone
forts, a ruined castle and the
site of a 14th-century battle.

Ennis ©

Road map 4B. Co Clare. [yl 25,000.
[E] Hl Clare Rd (06568 28366).
www.shannonregiontourism.ie

Clare’s county town, on the
banks of the River Fergus, is a
charming place with winding
lanes that recall Ennis’s
medieval beginnings. The
town is also renowned for its
painted shopfronts and folk
music festivals (known as
Sfleadh in Gaelic). It abounds
in “singing” pubs and
traditional music

shops. ’

oy R P

Finely carved Romanesque doorway at Dysert O'Dea

Ennis can trace its origins to
the 13th century and to the
O’Briens, Kings of Thomond,
who were the area’s feudal
overlords in the Middle Ages.
The Franciscan friary that they
founded here in the 1240s is
now the town’s main attraction.
Dating from the 14th and 15th
centuries, the ruined Ennis
Friary is famous for its rich
carvings and decorated tombs
in the chancel — above all the
15th-century MacMahon tomb
with its finely carved alabaster
panels. Extensive conservation
work is ongoing here.

Next door to the friary is a
delightful 17th-century house,
now Cruise’s restaurant, and
on the corner of nearby
Francis Street stands the
Queen’s Hotel — featured in
James Joyce’s Ulysses. To the
south, O’Connell Square has a
monument to Daniel O’Connell
(see p42), who was elected
MP for Clare in 1828. He also
gave his name to the town’s
main street, where, among the
pubs and shops, you can spot
a medieval tower, a Jacobean
chimney stack and

an 18th-century
o arch.

o

Colourful exterior of Michael Kerins pub in Ennis

3 Ennis Friary
Abbey St. Tel 06568 29100.
[] May-Oct: daily. 73

Environs

The area around Ennis is rich
in monastic ruins. Just 3 km
(2 miles) south of the town is
Clare Abbey, an Augustinian
foundation set up by the
O’Briens in 1189 but dating
mainly from the 1400s.

Quin Franciscan Friary, set
in meadows 13 km (8 miles)
southeast of Ennis, was also
built in the 15th century, and
incorporates the romantic ruins
of a Norman castle. The well-
preserved cloister is one of the
finest of its kind in Ireland.

Knappogue
Castle @

Road map 4B. Quin, Co Clare. Tel 061
360788. [E] to Ennis. [} May- Sep;
9:30am-5pm (last adm 4:15pm). I3 [F]
limited. www.shannonheritage.com

A powerful local clan called
the MacNamaras erected
Knappogue Castle in 1467.
Apart from a ten-year spell in
Cromwellian times, it stayed in
their hands until 1815. During
the War of Independence (see
pp44-5), the castle was used
by the revolutionary forces.
Knappogue has been well
restored and is one of
Ireland’s most charmingly
furnished castles. The central
tower house is original, but
the rest is Neo-Gothic. Inside
are fine Elizabethan fireplaces
and linenfold wood panelling.
Medieval banquets are staged
in the castle (see p360), with
storytelling and singing.
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Craggaunowen @

Road map B4. Kilmurry, Co Clare. [Z]
[E] to Ennis. Tel 061 360788. [] mid
Apr—mid Oct: 10am-6pm daily. [
B [[1 www shannonheritage.com

The Craggaunowen Project,
known as “Craggaunowen:
the Living Past” and designed
to bring Bronze Age and Celtic
culture to life, is a shining
example of a recreated pre-
historic site. The centre was
created in the grounds of
Craggaunowen Castle in the
1960s by John Hunt, a noted
archaeologist who had been
inspired by his excavations at
Lough Gur (see p194). The
castle’s tower house contains
bronzes and other objects
from Hunt’s archaeological
collection, the rest of which
can be seen in Limerick.

In summer, people in
costume act out particular
trades, such as spinning or
potting, or serve as guides.
There is a description of how
communities lived in the ring
fort, a typical early Christian
homestead. You can also see
meat being prepared in the
JSulacht fiadb, a traditional
hunter’s cooking hole.

The complex includes part
of a togher, an original Iron
Age timber road that was dis-
covered in Longford. The most
eye-catching sight, however,
is the crannog (see p33), a
man-made island enclosing
wattle and daub houses — a
style of defensive homestead
that survived to the early 1600s.

Another exhibit is a leather-
hulled boat built in the 1970s
by Tim Severin. He used it to

e
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QoAT Trips
£B0als for hire

A woman in peasant costume spinning wool at Craggaunowen

retrace the route which legend
says St Brendan took in a simi-
lar vessel across the Atlantic in
the 6th century (see p27).

Mountshannon ®

Road map C4. Co Clare. iifl 240.
E2 to Holy Island. Tel 061 921351.

This pretty village on the
banks of Lough Derg (see
p185) seems to have its back
turned to the lake but is never-
theless a major angling centre.
Solid 18th-century stone houses
and churches cluster around
the harbour, together with
some good pubs.
Mountshannon is well placed
for exploring the lake’s western
shores, with plenty of scope
for walks and bicycle rides.
Fishing boats are available for
hire, and in summer you can
go by boat to Holy Island, the
site of a monastery founded
in the 7th century. The ruins
include four chapels and a
graveyard of medieval tombs.
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Bicycle hire and boat trips at Mountshannon

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp306-9 and pp335-6

Killaloe ®

Road map C4. Co Clare. Jiff] 950.
[E] F May-Sep: Brian Boru Heritage
Centre, The Bridge (061 376866).
www killaloe.ie

Killaloe, birthplace of Brian
Bort (940-1014), High King of
Ireland (see p34), lies close to
where the Shannon emerges
from Lough Derg, and is the
lake’s most prosperous
pleasure port. A 17th-century
bridge separates Killaloe from
its twin town of Ballina on
the opposite bank. Ballina
has better pubs, such as
Goosers on the waterfront
(see p349), but Killaloe is

the main boating centre (see
p365) and offers more

of historical interest.

Killaloe’s grandest building
is St Flannan’s Cathedral, built
around 1182. Its richly carved
Romanesque doorway was
once part of an earlier chapel.
The church also has an ancient
Ogham Stone (see p34), un-
usual because the inscription
is carved in both Nordic runes
and Ogham. Outside stands St
Flannan’s Oratory, built around
the same time as the cathedral.

The Brian Boru Heritage
Centre, in a converted boat-
house on the bridge, has an
exhibition about the Shannon
and Lough Derg, and is the
starting point for a marked
walk along sections of the old
Killaloe Canal. You can also
arrange for local fishermen to
take you out on the lake.

Bunratty Castle ®

See pp192-3.
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Limerick ®

Road map B4. Co Limerick. [if]
90,000. B9 Shannon. [Z] [E] H
Arthur’s Quay (061 317522). @ Sat.
www.shannonregiontourism.ie

The third largest city in the
Republic, Limerick was
founded by the Vikings. Given
its strategic point on the River
Shannon, it thrived under the
Normans, but later bore the
brunt of English oppression.
After the Battle of the Boyne
(see p244), the rump of the
defeated Jacobite army with-
drew here. The siege which
followed has entered Irish
folklore as a heroic
defeat, sealed by
the Treaty of
Limerick in 1691.
English treachery
in reneging on
most of the terms
of the treaty still
rankles. It is no
coincidence that
Catholicism and
nationalism are
strong in the city.
Limerick has a
reputation for high
unemployment, crime and
general neglect. However, it is
fast acquiring a new image as
a commercial city, revitalized
by new industries and
restoration projects. Even so,
visitors may still have to dig a
little to appreciate its charm.
The city centre consists of
three historic districts. King’s
Island was the first area to be
settled by the Vikings and was
later the heart of the medieval
city, when it was known as
Englishtown. It boasts
Limerick’s two main landmarks,
King John’s Castle and St Mary’s
Cathedral. The old Irishtown,
south of the Abbey River, has
its fair share of drab houses
and shops, but also has its own

Carved misericord in
St Mary'’s Cathedral

historic buildings and a pocket
of Georgian elegance in St
John’s Square. Near here is
Limerick’s most conspicuous
sight, St John’s Cathedral, built
in 1861. Its 85-m (280-ft) spire
is the tallest in the country.
The most pleasant part of
Limerick in which to stroll is
Newtown Pery — a grid of
gracious Georgian terraces
focused on O’Connell Street.

A King John's Castle
Nicholas St. Tel 061 411201. D
daily. @ Good Fri, Dec 24-26. 17}
www .shannonheritage.com
Founded by King John in 1200,
not long after the Normans
arrived, this
imposing castle
has five drum
towers and solid
curtain walls.
Inside, the
castle is less
interesting
architecturally,
but it houses a
good audio-
visual exhibition
on the history of
the city. Ongoing
excavations have
unearthed pots and jewellery,
and you can also see Viking
houses and later fortifications.
There is also an exhibition
showing the unique work
of artist Fergus Costello.
Across the nearby Thomond
Bridge, the Treaty Stone marks
the spot where the Treaty of
Limerick was signed in 1691.

£ St Mary’s Cathedral

Bridge Street. Tel 067 310293.

[ 9:30am-4:30pm Mon-Fri, for
services only Sun.

Built in 1172, this is the oldest
structure in the city. Except for
a fine Romanesque doorway
and the nave, however, little
remains of the early church.
The 15th-century misericords

Characteristic Georgian doorway in
St John's Square

in the choir stalls are the pride
of St Mary’s, with superb
carvings in black oak of angels,
griffins and other creatures
both real and imaginary.

Nearby, George’s Quay is a
pleasant street with restaurants
and outdoor cafés and good
views across the river.

M Hunt Museum

Rutland St. Tel 067 312833. D 10am-
5pm Mon-Sat, 2pm-5pm Sun. 73 [l
1 ¥ www.huntmuseum.com
Located in the Old Customs
House, this fine museum has
one of the greatest collections
of antiquities in Ireland,
gathered by the archaeologist
John Hunt. The best exhibits,
dating from the Bronze Age,
include gold jewellery and

a magnificent shield. Among
the other artifacts are Celtic
brooches and the 9th-century
Antrim Cross.

M Limerick Museum

Nicholas St. Tel 061 417826.

[ 10am-1pm, 2:15-5pm Tue-Sat.
for lunch, public hols & 7 days at
Christmas. [2 www limerickcity.ie
The city museum is in a fine
19th-century granary building.
Limerick’s history and trad-
itions from lace-making to
rugby are on display.

View of Limerick showing Thomond Bridge across the Shannon and King John's Castle
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Bunratty Castle & Folk Park @

This formidable castle, built in the 15th century, is
one of Ireland’s major tourist attractions. Its most
important residents were the O'Briens, Earls of
Thomond, who lived here from around 1500 until
the 1640s. The present interior looks much as it did
under the so-called “Great Earl”, who died in 1624.
Abandoned in the 19th century, the castle was
derelict when Lord Gort bought it in the 1950s,
but it has been beautifully restored to its
original state. The adjacent Folk Park reflects
19th century rural and village life. Bunratty is
also famous for its splendid

\%, medieval banquets.

* North Solar
This 17th-century German :
chandelier is the most curious '
feature in the Great Earl’s private
apartments. The term “solar” was
used during the Middle Ages to
describe an upper chamber.

The Murder Hole was
designed for pouring
boiling water or pitch on
to the heads of attackers.

Entrance

North Front

Bunratty Castle is unusual
Jfor the bigh arches on both
the north and south sides of
the keep. However, the first-
floor entrance, designed to
deter invaders, was typical
of castles of the period.

For hotels and restaurants in this region see pp306-9 and pp335-6

The basement, with
walls 3 m (10 ft) thick,
was probably used for
storage or as a stable.

The chimney is a
replica in wood of v
the stone original. i
It provided a vent “ '
for the smoke
given off by the fire
in the centre of the 4
Great Hall. f_“-{_ I

It

[

STAR FEATURES
* Great Hall

* Main Guard
% North Solar
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A spiral
staircase is
found in
each of the
four towers.

% Great Hall
This Tudor standard
was among the many
Surnishings that Lord
Gort brought to the
castle. It stands in the
Great Hall, once the
banqueting hall and
audience chamber,
and still Bunratty’s
grandest room.

VISITORS" CHECKLIST

Road map B4. Bunratty, Co Clare.
Tel 0671 360788. B4 Shannon.
[E] from Ennis, Limerick, Shannon.
Castle & Folk Park. [ ] Jul &
Aug: 9am-6pm daily; Jun & Sep:
9:30am-5:30pm daily. @) Good
Friday, 24-26 Dec. 7 [l I to
Folk Park. Banquets see p360.
www.shannonheritage.com

* Main Guard
Now used for medieval-style
banquets, this was the room where
Bunratty’s soldiers ate, slept

\ and relaxed. Music
v \ was played to them
ik from the Minstrels’
Gallery, and a gate
in one corner gave
instant access to
the dungeons.

Anteroom

The Robing Room South Solar
was where the earls These guest apartments have
put on their gowns  fine linenfold wood panelling,
before an audience ;7 of decoration popular
in the Great Hall. . .

. during the Tudor period. The

They also used it for o Jied ceili
private interviews. elaborate  fan-vaulted cei /ing
is partly a reconstruction.

BUNRATTY FOLK PARK

A meticulous recreation of rural life in Ireland at the
end of the 19th century, this Folk Park began with the
reconstruction of a farmhouse which was saved during
the building of nearby Shannon Airport. It now consists
of a complete village, incorporating shops and a whole
range of domestic architecture from a labourer’s
cottage to an elegant Georgian house. Other buildings
in the park include a farmhouse typical of the Moher
region in the Burren (see p184) and a working corn
mill. During the main summer season, people in
authentic costume wander through the streets and
traditional crafts are demonstrated.

Main street of Bunratty Folk Park village
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Adare ®

Road map B5. Co Limerick. [i&l 7,000.
[E] K Heritage Centre, Main St
(067 396255). [ ] Feb-Dec: daily.
www.shannonregiontourism.ie

Adare is billed as Ireland’s
prettiest village. Cynics call it
the prettiest “English” village
since its manicured perfection
is at odds with normal notions
of national beauty. Originally a
fief of the Fitzgeralds, the
Earls of Kildare, Adare owes
its present appearance more
to the Earls of Dunraven,

who restored the village in
the 1820s and 1830s. The
village is a picture of neat
stonework and thatched roofs
punctuated by pretty ruins,

all in a woodland setting.

The tourist office is at the
new Heritage Centre, which
includes a good exhibition on
Adare’s monastic history. Next

Typical thatched cottage in the village of Adare

door is the Trinitarian Priory,
founded by the Fitzgeralds in
1230 and over-restored by the
first Earl of Dunraven; it is now
a Catholic church and convent.
Opposite, by a stone-arched
bridge, is the Washing Pool, a
restored wash-house site.

By the main bridge, on the
Limerick road, is the Augus-
tinian Priory which was
founded by the Fitzgeralds in
1315. Also known as Black
Abbey, this well-restored priory
has a central tower, subtle car-
vings, delightful cloisters and
a graceful sedilia — a carved
triple seat. Just over the bridge,
from where it is best viewed,
is Desmond Castle, a 13th-
century feudal castle set on
the banks of the River Maigue.

Nearby stands the main gate
to Adare Manor, a luxury hotel
and golf course (see p307).
Within its 900 ha (2,220 acres)
of parkland li<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>