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A Note to Parents and Teachers

DK READERS is a compelling program for beginning 
readers, designed in conjunction with leading literacy experts, 
including Dr. Linda Gambrell, Professor of Education at 
Clemson University. Dr. Gambrell has served as President of 
the National Reading Conference and the College Reading 
Association, and has recently been elected to serve as 
President of the International Reading Association.

 Beautiful illustrations and superb full-color photographs 
combine with engaging, easy-to-read stories to offer a fresh 
approach to each subject in the series.

 Each DK READER is guaranteed to capture a child’s 
interest while developing his or her reading skills, general 
knowledge, and love of reading.

 The five levels of DK READERS are aimed at different 
reading abilities, enabling you to choose the books that are 
exactly right for your child:

Pre-level 1: Learning to read 
Level 1: Beginning to read 
Level 2: Beginning to read alone 
Level 3: Reading alone 
Level 4: Proficient readers

 The “normal” age at which  
a child begins to read can be anywhere 
from three to eight years old. Adult 
participation through the lower 
levels is very helpful for providing 
encouragement, discussing storylines, 
and sounding out unfamiliar words.

 No matter which level you  
select, you can be sure that  
you are helping your child learn  
to read, then read to learn!
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 �  Look out for the DID YOU KNOW? facts on every page.     Words in bold appear in the glossary on page 42.

“My name is Shen and I am 11 years 
old. Since I was a young boy, I have been 

learning to play a musical instrument 
called the zither. I love playing 

this beautiful stringed 
instrument and practice 

every day. Until 
recently, I was living 
a quiet life with my 
parents in a small 
village. My life was 
a world away from 

the Emperor’s 
court. Suddenly, 

everything 
changed when  

I was summoned to 
play for the mighty 

Emperor....”

Instruments of Death
Shen’s story takes place in Ancient China about 2,500 
years ago. China was ruled by Emperor Shihuangdi, 
a ruthless warrior who had conquered all the kingdoms 
of China and united them for the first time under the 
Qin Empire. Our hero, Shen, lives in a village near the 
Great Wall of China. Turn to page 42 to see a map and 
timeline, and then let the story begin....



 �  Look out for the DID YOU KNOW? facts on every page.     Words in bold appear in the glossary on page 42.

it was evening  
in my village in  
northern china. 

my teachers 
said i had 

great talent.

i was practicing  
my music.

eXcellent, shen!



�

FASTER, YOU 
DOGS!…LIKE OTHERS IN  

MY VILLAGE.

THERE wERE STORIES  
OF TERRIBLE ACCIDENTS.

THIS ONE’S  
DEAD!

 BUT I wAS LUCKY NOT TO BE 
TOILING ON THE GREAT WALL...

OH, NO!
ON YOUR KNEES!  

IT’S THE EMPEROR!

	 										DID YOU KNOW?			The	Great	Wall	was	built	to	keep	out	the	Empire’s	enemies.		 								Punishments	in	Ancient	China	included	death	by	being	buried	alive.



�

 HE wAS SHIHUANGDI... ...SON OF HEAVEN, 
LORD OF LIFE... 

BRING OUT THE 
CORRUPT OVERSEERS!

...AND OF 
DEATH.

…AND pUNISHED  
THEM RUTHLESSLY.

THE EMpEROR SAw  
ENEMIES EVERYwHERE…

LET THE EXECUTIONS 
BEGIN! 

	 										DID YOU KNOW?			The	Great	Wall	was	built	to	keep	out	the	Empire’s	enemies.		 								Punishments	in	Ancient	China	included	death	by	being	buried	alive.



 �     DID YOU KNOW?   Ancient Chinese zithers usually had seven strings.                             Shihuangdi became the king of Qin when he was 13 years old.

the emperor DID Not 
reSt eASY At NIGht…

…UNLeSS cALmeD BY  
the mUSIc oF hIS FINeSt 

ZITHER pLAYer. AS the SWeet SoUNDS 
WASheD oVer hIm...

…hIS troUBLeS 
SLIppeD AWAY 
AND he coULD 
FINALLY reLAX.

thWAcK!ANother tUNe,  
o LorD?...



 �     DID YOU KNOW?   Ancient Chinese zithers usually had seven strings.                             Shihuangdi became the king of Qin when he was 13 years old.

ASSASSINS!

heLp!!!…AArGhh!

No oNe NeAr the 
emperor WAS SAFe.

cAptAIN!
GUARDS!

Where Are 
YoU?

here! YoUr 
mAJeStY!

thWAcK!

No! mY ZIther 
pLAYer’S BeeN Shot!



 10      DID YOU KNOW?   “Shihuangdi” means “the first emperor.”                    Including Shihuangdi, 157 different emperors ruled the Chinese Empire.

ARGHH!
THE ASSASSIN’S 

ON THE ROOF!

WE’VE GOT HIM 
CORNERED!

GOT HIM!

UGH!

THE EMPEROR HAD 
MANY ENEMIES.

WE COUlD NOT 
TAkE HIM AlIVE.



 11      DID YOU KNOW?   “Shihuangdi” means “the first emperor.”                    Including Shihuangdi, 157 different emperors ruled the Chinese Empire.

THAT ARROW 
WAS MEANT  

FOR ME!

GET THE court 
TOGETHER.  

WE WIll RETURN  
TO THE cAPItAL... 

AND ONE MORE 
THING!

BRING ME A NEW 
ZITHER PlAYER…

…BY THIS TIME 
TOMORROW!

...IMMEDIATElY!



 12       DID YOU KNOW?   Most people in Ancient China lived in the countryside.                         They lived as farmers, growing crops such as rice and wheat.

OPEN UP!

IN THE NAME OF 
THE EMPEROR!

WHY US? WHAT 
HAVE WE DONE?

WE’VE cOME  
FOR THE BOY!

BUT HE’S DONE 
NOTHING WRONG!

...AND YOU 
WON’T BE 
HARMED.

THE GUARDS ORDERED ME 
TO BRING MY ZITHER.

BE QUIET...

THEY cAME TO MY home IN 
THE MIDDlE OF THE NIGHT.



 13       DID YOU KNOW?   Most people in Ancient China lived in the countryside.                         They lived as farmers, growing crops such as rice and wheat.

SAVE YOUR TEARS! THE BOY 
IS WANTED AT cOURT.

THEN WE WERE 
GONE…

…lEAVING MY PARENTS 
WITH moNey IN PlAcE 

OF A SON.

I WAS TAKEN UNDER 
HEAVY GUARD TO 

BEGIN MY NEW lIFE.



 14     DID YOU KNOW?   The Chinese believed China was the center of the world.           China gets its name from “Qin,” which is pronounced “chin.”

I WAS tHOROUGHLY 
SEARCHED.

tHEn BROUGHt 
BEFORE tHE 

EMPEROR, 
SHIHUAnGDI!

tHEY SAY tHE BOY  
HAS tALEnt, SIRE.

PLAY, CHILD!

tERRIFIED, I DID 
AS I WAS tOLD.

AnD tHE LORD OF tHE  
WORLD SMILED!



 15     DID YOU KNOW?   The Chinese believed China was the center of the world.           China gets its name from “Qin,” which is pronounced “chin.”

SO I BECAME A 
ROYAL MUSICIAN 

AnD tRAVELED 
WItH tHE COURt.

On tHE jOURnEY, I  WAtCHED 
MY nEW COMPAnIOnS .

I KnOW WHAt 
YOU’RE 

tHInKInG! 

LOOKS SINISTER, 
DOESn’t HE?



 16     DID YOU KNOW?   The court was made up of nobles such as dukes and counts.       Chu was one of the six kingdoms that were defeated by the Qin. 

I’M DUKE SONG, by 
thE way. 

I’M ShEN.

wEll, ShEN, I bEt yOU’rE 
wONDErING hOw GaO lOSt 

hIS haND?

 thE trUth IS...  

hIS NaME IS 
cOUNt GaO.

...NO ONE KNOwS!  



 17     DID YOU KNOW?   The court was made up of nobles such as dukes and counts.       Chu was one of the six kingdoms that were defeated by the Qin. 

NEwS OF OUr 
aSSaSSIN, SIrE.

hE FaIlED!

It’S tIME FOr thE  
MaStEr PlaN!

alErt OUr MaN at 
thE QIN cOUrt.

tEll hIM… …thE EMPErOr 
MUSt DIE!

MEaNwhIlE, IN thE  
KINGDOM OF CHU…    



 18             DID YOU KNOW?   Junks were powered by sails that caught in the wind.                  Chinese ships were the first to use rudders for steering.

AS I tHOUGHt ABOUt tHE 
MYStERIOUS COUnt GAO, WE 

ARRIVED At tHE nEARESt PORt.

WE tOOK RIVER JUNKS.

tHE EMPEROR WEnt ABOARD 
tHE LARGESt BOAt.

HE SEt SAIL 
IMMEDIAtELY.

WE FOLLOWED In A 
SMALLER VESSEL.

FAStER!



 19             DID YOU KNOW?   Junks were powered by sails that caught in the wind.                  Chinese ships were the first to use rudders for steering.

on our shIP, count 
gao stood aLone.

soon, the emPeror’s JunK 
dIsaPPeared From sIght.

gao Is a MASTER 
SWORDSMAN.

the soLdIers have asKed 
hIm to show them some 

sword trIcKs.

what’s he 
doIng?



 20      DID YOU KNOW?    Junks could hold up to 660 tons (600 metric tons) of cargo.                    The largest junks ever built were about 400 feet (120 meters) long.

gao’s BLaDE FLasHED 
IN THE sUNLIgHT.

sUDDENLY, THE rIvErBaNK 
Was aLIvE WITH PEoPLE!

sMaLL BoaTs sPED 
ToWarD Us!

IT coULD oNLY 
MEaN oNE THINg.



 21      DID YOU KNOW?    Junks could hold up to 660 tons (600 metric tons) of cargo.                    The largest junks ever built were about 400 feet (120 meters) long.

PIRATES!!!

THE soLDIErs qUIcKLY 
TooK cHargE.

EvErYoNE 
DoWN BELoW!

YoU Too, 
sHEN!

I Was aFraID 
For MY LIFE.

WE KEPT qUIET as 
THE PIraTEs caME 

oN BoarD.



 22        DID YOU KNOW?  Chinese swords were made of bronze or iron.      China’s main rivers are the Yellow River and the Yangzi River.

TwO…

ONE…

LOOKS LIKE THEY’VE 
ABANDONED SHIp!

GET 
THEM!

RUN!

AMBUSH!

…THREE!
CHARGE!!

wAIT!



 23        DID YOU KNOW?  Chinese swords were made of bronze or iron.      China’s main rivers are the Yellow River and the Yangzi River.

AARRGHH!

THE PIRATES PUT 
UP LITTLE 

RESISTANCE.

BUT ONE PIRATE 
WASN’T BEATEN YET.

RUN, 
COWARDS!

I HAD TO ACT fAST!



 24           DID YOU KNOW?   Heavy goods like grain were moved by boat.                      The rich in Ancient China traveled by horse-drawn carriages.

i smashed mY ZiTheR 
inTo The piRaTe!

hmmph!

UUGh!

YoU saVed mY 
LiFe, shen.

aT The PORT, The 
sToRY oF whaT i’d 

done spRead QUiCKLY. 

onLY CoUnT 
Gao seemed 

UnimpRessed.

whaT a heRo,  
saVinG dUKe sonG!

i’LL neVeR 
FoRGeT iT.



 25           DID YOU KNOW?   Heavy goods like grain were moved by boat.                      The rich in Ancient China traveled by horse-drawn carriages.

i see YoU aRe 
as sKiLLed aT 

FiGhTinG...

LeaVe him 
aLone, Gao! 

i owe him 
mY LiFe!

Come heRe, 
BoY!

YoUR maJesTY!!!

a waRRioR mUsiCian! 
mosT UnUsUaL!

YoU wiLL pLaY BY mY side 
aT The BANQUET!

...as YoU aRe aT 
pLaYinG!

The empeRoR 
oVeRheaRd...



 26            DID YOU KNOW?   The Qin palace was in Xianyang in the north.            The palace was protected by high walls and heavily guarded gates.

AS WE ARRIVED At thE 
palace, I WonDERED If 
GAo CoULD BE tRUStED.

Why WAS GAo So 
RUDE to mE?

foRGEt ABoUt GAo. 
hE’S onLy jEALoUS.

I DIDn’t SEE mUCh of 
hIS fAnCy SWoRD 
pLAy In thE fIGht 
WIth thE pIRAtES.

AnD It WAS hIS 
ShoWInG off 
thAt StARtED 

thE AttACk.

WAS DUkE 
SonG RIGht?



 27            DID YOU KNOW?   The Qin palace was in Xianyang in the north.            The palace was protected by high walls and heavily guarded gates.

thE BEAUty of thE  
pALACE Soon SWEpt ALL 
othER thoUGhtS ASIDE.

thE  mAStER of thE RoyAL 
mUSIC ShoWED mE ARoUnD.

hURRy Up, Boy!

Stop StARInG 
LIkE A pEASAnt!

 LAtER, AS I tRIED 
to pRACtICE…

I thInk I’m 
DoomED!

hoW’S It 
GoInG?



 28      DID YOU KNOW?   The Chinese invented many things, including paper.             They also invented fireworks, wheelbarrows, and umbrellas.

but you’re the 
emperor’s new 

favorite.

i’m so nervous about 
playing in front of  

the whole court.

huh?

maybe this will help 
your confidence.

it’s the most beautiful 
Zither i’ve ever seen!

how can i ever 
thanK you?

why’s 
that?



 29      DID YOU KNOW?   The Chinese invented many things, including paper.             They also invented fireworks, wheelbarrows, and umbrellas.

i came to 
observe the 

talented shen.

no need. you saved 
my life.

lady meiling, you 
honor us with 
your presence!

but what a  
fantastic Zither!

is it for  
the boy?

 Just play 
well.

how 
thoughtful!

yes, my 
lady!

such wonderful 
craftsmanship!



 30         DID YOU KNOW?   The dragon was the symbol of the emperor.                           The Chinese believed dragons brought good luck.

I WOULDN’T HAVE 
BEEN ABLE TO PLAY.

SHE’S THE DAUGHTER 
OF THE CAPTAIN OF 

THE GUARD…YOU’D BETTER  
WATCH HER, SHEN.

…AND THE 
EMPEROR’S  
JEALOUS 

LITTLE PET.

A PRECIOUS GIFT 
FROM DUKE SONG.

HOW VERY 
THOUGHTFUL!

SNAP!

YOU NEARLY TRAPPED 
MY FINGERS!

THAT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN TERRIBLE. 

I REALLY AM  
SO CLUMSY!



 31         DID YOU KNOW?   The dragon was the symbol of the emperor.                           The Chinese believed dragons brought good luck.

HE DISAPPEARED 
OUT OF SIGHT.

TOO WORRIED TO SLEEP,  
I WENT OUTSIDE.

I STOOD WATCHING 
THE STARS.

ISN’T THAT…

...COUNT GAO?!

I WONDERED 
WHERE HE WAS 
GOING SO LATE.



 32      DID YOU KNOW?   Shihuangdi had a magnificent tomb built.                A huge army of clay model soldiers was made to guard the tomb.

I DECIDED TO  
FOLLOW HIM.

NO ONE WAS 
AROUND AT THAT 
TIME OF NIGHT.

OR SO I 
THOUGHT!

INTRUDER!!

GUARDS!!

I WAS jUST...

GET HIM!

KILL HIM!

NO! PLEASE, 
I CAN EXPLAIN!



 33      DID YOU KNOW?   Shihuangdi had a magnificent tomb built.                A huge army of clay model soldiers was made to guard the tomb.

MEANWHILE, AT A 
WORKSHOP WHERE  

THE EMPEROR’S MODEL 
SOLDIERS WERE MADE...

MY LORD?

I’VE BROUGHT 
THE WEAPON...

EXCELLENT!
GIVE IT TO ME!

BE CAREFUL NOT TO 
TOUCH THE BLADE.

THE POISON BRINGS 
INSTANT DEATH!



 34       DID YOU KNOW?   Long hair was fashionable for men and women.         In Ancient China, people used to sleep on the floor.

THIS PART OF THE 
PALACE IS OUT OF 

BOUNDS.

WHAT ARE yOu 
dOIng HERE?

I COuLdn’T SLEEP!

I gOT 
LOST!

MEILIng! 
WHAT’S ALL 

THIS?

FATHER!

I dIdn’T KnOW 
WHERE I WAS, SIR!

I’M SuRE THE bOy 
MEAnT nO HARM.

I’vE dOnE nOTHIng 
WROng. LET ME gO!



 35       DID YOU KNOW?   Long hair was fashionable for men and women.         In Ancient China, people used to sleep on the floor.

I dOn’T 
TRuST HIM.

AS I TRIEd TO SLEEP, 
THOugHTS TROubLEd ME... 

...WHy dId MEILIng  
HATE ME?

...WHERE WAS 
gAO gOIng?

...WOuLd I PLAy WELL 
FOR THE EMPEROR...

zzzzzzzzz…



 36         DID YOU KNOW?   The emperor dressed in fine clothes made of silk.            He wore elaborate headdresses to make himself look important.

the brat will 
never know…

…how deadly his 
playing can be!

the next day i 
was searched...

…then took my 
place at the 

emperor’s feet.

play, 
boy!

my zither sounded 
terrible!

the zither!

i couldn’t 
understand 

what was wrong.



 37         DID YOU KNOW?   The emperor dressed in fine clothes made of silk.            He wore elaborate headdresses to make himself look important.

ha! what  
a fool!

i submit to your 
greatness, o emperor 

of the world!

silence! how dare 
you insult me  
with this din!

i’ll deal with 
you after the 

ceremony!

the nobles began paying 
homage to the mighty emperor.

gao went first, looking 
as sinister as ever.

poor 
boy!



 38          DID YOU KNOW?   Silk cloth was first made in Ancient China.                 It is made from threads spun by silkworms, a type of caterpillar.

all the nobles came 
forward, one by one. finally, it was 

the turn of 
duke song….

...my friend.

but his easy smile 
suddenly changed.

before i could 
move, he pounced!

my lord!!!

smash!!



 39          DID YOU KNOW?   Silk cloth was first made in Ancient China.                 It is made from threads spun by silkworms, a type of caterpillar.

now i knew why  
my zither had  

sounded so bad!  
there was a knife 
hidden inside it.

no!

song grabbed the deadly blade 
and lunged for the emperor.

i grabbed  
his legs… …and clung on with 

all my might!

get off, 
peasant!

what…??



 40      DID YOU KNOW?   The Chinese Empire ended in 1912.                      It had lasted longer than any other empire in the world.

i thought i 
would die!

but gao struck!

one swift stroke and 
duke song lay dead!

behind me, gao  
grabbed a sword.

let go, brat!

help!



 41      DID YOU KNOW?   The Chinese Empire ended in 1912.                      It had lasted longer than any other empire in the world.

i have been 
watching him 
for months.

was he really 
a traitor?

yes! he was  
a chu spy.

gao, you have 
served me well!  

i think i’ll 
keep you close 

at hand.

the 
endnever!friends?

you seem to 
bring me luck! 

as have you, 
shen! 
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EmpEror                        pagE 6 
The emperor was the ruler of the 
Chinese Empire. The First Emperor, 
Shihuangdi, conquered many Chinese 
kingdoms to create the Empire. 

GLOSSARY

anciEnt china  
China stretches across 
central and eastern Asia. For 
thousands of years, it was made 
up of many kingdoms. In 221 bce, the 
Qin conquered the other kingdoms and 
united the country under the Empire.  
It was ruled for 2,000 years by emperors 
who came from different families known 
as “dynasties.” The last dynasty was the 
Qing, which ruled from 1644 until 1912, 
when the people formed a republic. 

1000 bcE2000 bcE3000 bcE (bEforE common Era)

c. 2000 c. 1050c. 3100

Zhou dynasty 
starts in China

Minoan civilization 
develops on Crete

King Menes 
unites Egypt

NORTH 
AMERICA

SOUTH 
AMERICA

AFRICA

ASIA

EUROPE

grEat Wall                 pagE 6 
The Great Wall of China was built 
to protect the Empire from foreign  
invaders in the north. Shihuangdi 
joined up the existing small walls to 
create the Great Wall. It was added to 
and rebuilt over hundreds of years.

The Great Wall 
being built 

Most of the original Qin 
wall was rebuilt in stone  

by later emperors
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This map shows the extent of the first empire, 
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ExEcutions       pagE 7
Executions are killing people as a 
punishment.

shihuangdi                    pagE 7
Shihuangdi (pronounced She-Her-
Wang-Di) was the First Emperor of 
China. He ruled the Qin (pronounced 
Chin) kingdom that conquered the 
other Chinese kingdoms and created 
the Empire in 221 bce.

ZithEr           pagE 8
Shen’s instrument was a type of zither 
called a qin. It had seven strings and was 
played on the lap or on a stand. Zithers 
usually formed part of an orchestra.

assassins          pagE 9 
People who try to kill a ruler or leader 
are called assassins. Many assassins 
tried to kill Shihuangdi because  
he was a harsh ruler.

A zither being 
played on a stand

TIMELINE

2000 cE1000 cE1 cE (common Era)

1969

US astronauts 
land on 

the Moon
410

Rome 
invaded by 
barbarians

Shihuangdi 
unites China

221  

YOU ARE HERE

1279

Mongols 
establish Yuan 

dynasty in China

A Chinese 
orchestra

Shihuangdi

Government 
minister

corrupt ovErsEErs      pagE 7
The overseers made sure the building 
work was done properly. The corrupt 
ones were dishonest.

These men are to 
be executed by 
being buried alive



Home	 													 		Page	12	
Most people in Ancient China were 
farmers who lived on crops such as 
rice. Their homes were small wooden 
huts with thatched or tiled roofs.

CaPital	 	 			Page	11	
The city where the emperor lived and 
from which he ruled the Empire was 
the capital city. In Shihuangdi’s time, 
it was at Xianyang (She-An-Yang)  
in the north.

Court		 					 		Page	11	
The court was made up of the noble 
people who lived with the emperor 
in his palaces and went with him on 
his travels. Some of the court has 
traveled with him to the Great Wall.

Rice being 
grown

Farmer’s 
home

A busy 
Chinese city

guards									 	 				Page	9	
The emperor’s many guards protected 
him from assassins. He even built 
his own model army to protect him 
after death. These terra-cotta (clay) 
soldiers can still be seen today. 

The terra-cotta soldiers being 
put in the emperor’s tomb
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money				 	 		Page	13
At the time of Shihuangdi, Chinese 
money was in the form of bronze 
coins. They could be used throughout 
the Empire. Some coins were shaped 
like knives and 
spades.

sinister	 	 			Page	15		
If someone is described as sinister, they 
look threatening or wicked.

Junks	 			 	 Page	18
Junks were Chinese wooden sailing 
ships. They were used to carry goods 
along rivers and by sea.

kingdom	of	CHu	 		Page	17	
Chu was one of the kingdoms that the 
Qin defeated to create the Empire. 
Some of the nobles in Chu were still 
unhappy about the Qin victory.

Knife-
shaped coin

Bronze 
coins

musiCian		 	 		Page	15	
Music and musicians were an 
important part of court life. The court 
orchestra played when the emperor 
received visitors or held banquets.

Spade-
shaped coin

A Chinese 
river junk
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Craftsmanship	 	page	29	
Something made well by a skilled 
worker is said to show good 
craftsmanship. The Chinese were 
highly skilled at making fine objects 
from materials like bronze and silk.

palaCe	 	 			page	26	
The emperor lived in a grand building 
called a palace. It had a special 
room called a throne room where the 
emperor greeted his guests.

Banquet	 					 		page	25	
 A banquet is a grand party at which 
lots of food is served. Rich Chinese 
people, like those at court, ate lots 
of dishes that included meat, fish, 
chicken, and vegetables. They drank 
wine made from rice and other grains.

Goods being loaded 
onto boats at a port

master	swordsman	 		page	19	
Chinese soldiers used weapons such 
as swords and spears. A master 
swordsman was a soldier who was 
highly skilled at using a blade.

pirates	 	 		page	21	
Pirates are thieves who steal from 
ships. Attacks by pirates were 
common in Chinese rivers and seas.

port	 	 			 		page	24
A port is a place on a river or coast 
where boats can load and unload.

Throne room
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Jealous		 	 page	30
To be jealous is to fear that someone 
else is taking the attention you want. 
Meiling is jealous of Shen because she 
fears he will become the emperor’s new 
favorite instead of her.

	stars		 	 		page	31	
The Chinese were the first people to 
make maps of the stars.

model	soldiers	 		page	33	
Shihuangdi had a whole army of  
terra-cotta (clay) model soldiers 
buried next to his tomb. The emperor 
believed they would protect him in 
the afterlife. In the 1970s, many of 
the soldiers were dug up and are now 
displayed in a museum.

Model soldier

Worker
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Ceremony                    Page 37  
A ceremony is a special event held to 
celebrate something, where things are 
done in a particular way.

TraiTor             Page 41 
A traitor is someone who betrays their 
country or ruler. Song has betrayed 
the emperor by trying to kill him!

SubmiT               Page 37  
To submit is to give in to the power 
of someone else. Count Gao is telling 
the emperor that he knows he is less 
powerful than his master.

ouT of boundS            Page 34  
Somewhere that is out of bounds is 
a place that may only be entered by 
those with permission.

Paying homage           Page 37 
To pay someone homage means to 
show them honor and respect.  
Count Gao, Duke Song, and the other 
nobles bow before the emperor to 
show that they honor him and that  
he is their master. 

SPy              Page 41 
A spy is someone who watches others 
secretly to gather information. Spies 
are often pretending to be someone 
they are not. Duke Song was 
pretending to be loyal to the emperor.WeaPon                       Page 33  

Chinese weapons included swords, 
spears, axes, and bows. They invented 
a powerful type of bow called a 
crossbow and were the first to use 
gunpowder to make rockets.

Spear

Arrows

Bow

Nobles paying 
homage to the 
emperor
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