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A Note to Parents and Teachers

DK READERS is a compelling programme for beginning 
readers, designed in conjunction with literacy experts, 
including Maureen Fernandes, B.Ed (Hons). Maureen has 
spent many years teaching literacy, both in the classroom  
and as a consultant in schools.

 Beautiful illustrations and superb full-colour photographs 
combine with engaging, easy-to-read stories to offer a fresh 
approach to each subject in the series.

 Each DK READER is guaranteed to capture a child’s 
interest while developing his or her reading skills, general 
knowledge and love of reading.

 The five levels of DK READERS are aimed at different 
reading abilities, enabling you to choose the books that are 
exactly right for your child:

Pre-level 1: Learning to read 
Level 1: Beginning to read 
Level 2: Beginning to read alone 
Level 3: Reading alone 
Level 4: Proficient readers

 The “normal” age at which a child begins to read can be 
anywhere from three to eight years old. Adult participation 
through the lower levels is very helpful for providing 

encouragement, discussing storylines and sounding 
out unfamiliar words.

 No matter which level you select, you 
can be sure that you are helping your 
child learn to read, then read to learn!
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The Spy~CaTCher GanG
Harry’s story takes place in London in 1940. At this 
time, Britain was at war with Adolf Hitler’s Nazi 
Germany. The German Army had taken control of most 
of western Europe and was now turning its attention 
to the British Isles. First the German Air Force tried to 
destroy British airbases, but the RAF fought back in an 
air battle called the Battle of Britain. Then, in an attack 
known as the Blitz, the German Air Force began dropping 
bombs on British cities, including London, Birmingham, 
Coventry, Liverpool and Belfast. Turn to page 44 to see 
a map and timeline, then let the story begin....

“My name is 
Harry Tucker and  
I am 12 years old. I live in 
the East End of London with 
my mum and my baby sister. 
My dad is away fighting, and 
I think about him all the 
time. The German bombs are 
scary, but it is fun exploring 
the bombed-out buildings, 
even if my mum would go 
mad if she ever found out! 
I’ve heard that German  
spies could be anywhere so  
I am always on the look  
out for them.”

Look out for the DID YOU KNOW? facts on every page.
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London, 1940, night.

LiKE MOSt OF LOnDOn, 
i’M trying tO SLEEP.

hE’S A PiLOt in  
thE RAF. i hOPE 

hE’S SAFE...

but i KEEP thinKing 
AbOut My DAD.

...but nO OnE’S 
SAFE SincE thE 
wAr StArtED.

wOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

nOt EvEn in thEir bEDS.

Words in bold appear in the glossary on page 45.
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MMM?!

WHAT? GET UP, 
HArry! 
QUICK!

CAN’T yOU HEAr THE  
AIR RAID SIRENS?

WE’vE bEEN bombED EvEry 
NIGHT THIS WEEK.

ANOTHEr NIGHT 
DOWN THE SHELTER.

                             WOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

DID YOU KNOW? “Blitz” means “lightning” in German.
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EvENING, MrS 
JONES.

 SHE SAyS IT’S COLD 
AND DAMP AND 
SMELLS FUNNy.

LOOK, MUM!
THEy’vE SHOT 

DOWN A GERmAN 
PLANE!

MUM HATES THE 
SHELTEr.

EvENING, MrS 
TUCKEr, HArry.

HUrry UP!

LET’S GET INSIDE.

Barrage balloons were put up to stop enemy planes getting too close.

bUT I THINK IT’S 
QUITE EXCITING.
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it makes you 
wonder who will  

be next.

i Carry dad’s PiCture 
with me eVerywhere.

mum, i wish  
i Could be a Pilot 

like dad and  
shoot down  

enemy Planes.

well, i’m Glad you’re here 
with me, loVe.

i’m not sCared...

...but two boys From 
our sChool were 
killed last week.

DID YOU KNOW?  The German Air Force was called the Luftwaffe. 
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there they 
are, sir!

blam!

sometimes, our 
GUNS hit an  

enemy Plane...

blam!

the SEARCHLIGHTS and 
loud banGs make it 

hard to sleeP.

German planes bombed London for 57 nights in a row.

Fire!
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...HEAVY BOMBING OF THE EAST 
END DOCKS lAsT NIGHT... 

... lEFT TEN DEAD 
AND MANY MORE 

HOMElEss.

...BuT NOT BEFORE  
THEY’VE DROppED THEIR 

DEADlY cARGO.

THIs Is BBC RADIO EARlY MORNING NEWs...

DID YOU KNOW?  About 20,000 people were killed in the London Blitz.

WELL
INGTON 

ST
REET
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I’ll JusT puT 
YOuR luNcH  

IN YOuR 
scHOOl BAG.

WHAT’s THIs? ERRRRR!

I’VE TOlD YOu NOT TO 
cOllEcT SHRAPNEL FROM 

BOMB SITES!

YOu pROMIsED 
ME, HARRY!

...HuRRY up, 
YOu’ll BE lATE 
FOR scHOOl.

More than a million homes in London were damaged during the bombing. 

MRs JONEs sAYs THERE’s ONlY 
ONE HOusE lEFT sTANDING ON 

WEllINGTON sTREET...
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DON’T FORGET 
YOUR GAS MASK!

MUM WAS RIGHT...

YOU’RE THE MAN OF THE HOUSE 
WHILE YOUR DAD IS AWAY. I’LL STAY AWAY...

I’M SORRY!

...I pROMISE!SNIFF!

DID YOU KNOW? Many famous London buildings were damaged during the Blitz.

...I WILL TRY TO bE 
MORE cAREFUL.
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HELLO, SON!

WELLINGTON 
STREET IS 

cLOSED.
IT’S NOT SAFE.

YOU’LL HAvE TO FIND 
ANOTHER WAY  

TO ScHOOL.
I’M SORRY, SIR, 

YOU cAN’T GO IN.

YOU DON’T 
UNDERSTAND...! 

AS I WALkED TO ScHOOL, I SAW 
THE TERRIbLE DAMAGE cAUSED 

bY LAST NIGHT’S bOMbS.

They included Buckingham Palace and St Paul’s Cathedral.
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I’D have TO GO The 
LONG WaY ROUND.

I hOPeD I DIDN’T  
RUN INTO...

...aNYONe 
UNfRIeNDLY...

Oh, NO! 

GeT hIM! 

YOU’Re NOT 
aLLOWeD 

heRe, 
haRRY 

TUckeR!

DID YOU KNOW?  Many London children were evacuated during the war.

...jeNNY... ...aND fRaNk......jIM...

...LIke...
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...fROM The 
caRTeR GaNG!

TheRe WaS ONLY ONe 
WaY TO eScaPe TheM...

...I RaN ONTO The 
BOMB SITe.

YOU,
BOY, STOP!

I kePT 
RUNNING...

...aS faST aS  
I cOULD.

STOP RIGhT 
TheRe, LaDS!

They were sent to stay with families outside London where it was safer.
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I COULD HEAR 
FOOTSTEPS 

CLOSE bEHInD. 

I THOUGHT THE 
CARTERS WERE 

STILL AFTER ME.

I nEEDED TO HIDE...

...FAST!

DID YOU KNOW?  Every street had an air raid warden to help during the Blitz.
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THE OnLY PLACE WAS THE HOUSE 
On WELLInGTOn STREET.

CAn YOU SEE THE bOY 
AnYWHERE?

nO!

I HOPED THEY’D nEVER 
FInD ME THERE.

He or she did many important jobs, including sounding the air raid siren.

DANGER!
KEEP
OUT!
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I THINK He weNT
THIS wAY.

THe HouSe wAS A meSS. 
THere wAS STuff 

everYwHere.

PHew!

I CouLDN’T reSIST 
HAvING A LooK rouND.

DID YOU KNOW?  All British men aged between 18 and 41 had to fight.
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IT wAS A SuITCASe...

...wITH A SeCreT 
ComPArTmeNT!

...IDENTITY 
CARDS...

...moNeY...

...AND 
RATION 
BOOKS!

INSIDe were  
A reAL GuN...

THeN I HeArD 
A SouND...

wHAT’S THIS?

wHo CAN THeY 
BeLoNG To?

They joined the British Army, Navy and Air Force.
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it was coming  
from BELow.

i pEEpEd through a 
hoLE in thE fLoor...

...a BOMB DISPOSAL 
OffIcer was 

DefuSIng a BomB!

crikEy!

out you comE... 

...gEntLy doEs it!

DID YOU KNOW?  Bombs were designed to explode on impact.
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got it!
i hopEd hE 
wouLdn’t 
sEE mE...

oops!

crash!!

you!

yEs, 
you, Boy!

what on Earth do 
you think you arE 

doing hErE?

But about one in ten bombs did not explode straightaway.
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I WAS IN BIG TROUBLE!

I QUICKLY HID  
THE SUITCASE.

GET DOWN 
HERE NOW!

THE OFFICER 
TOOK ME 

HOME.

MUM DIDN’T SAY  
A WORD WHEN HE TOLD 

HER WHERE I WAS...

...SHE WAS 
TOO ANGRY.

DID YOU KNOW?  Before the war, most married women did not work.
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MUM, I CAN EXPLAIN!

I FOUND A SUITCASE 
WITH A GUN... 

...AND DOCUMENTS...AND 
LOTS OF MONEY. 

IT MUST BELONG 
TO A GERMAN SPY!

BUT I WAS SENT 
TO MY ROOM...

...PROBABLY 
FOREVER!

SOMEWHERE 
OUT THERE 
WAS A SPY.

I HAD TO 
STOP HIM!

I’VE HAD ENOUGH OF  
YOUR NONSENSE.

During the war, women did the jobs of the men who were away fighting.
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i hoped to get 
the case...

i cRept oUt.

heY!

YoU LittLe...!    

... aNd get 
BacK home...

...WithoUt 
BeiNg seeN!   

DID YOU KNOW?  From 1940, the British prime minister was Winston Churchill.
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the spY’s hoUse 
Was deseRted.

the case Was WheRe 
i had LeFt it.

someoNe Was iN 
the hoUse!

He made many famous speeches to boost people’s spirits and give them hope.

What’s that?

oh, No! it mUst Be the spY!
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I HAD TO 
GET AWAY! 

I SNEAKED 
DOWNSTAIRS...   

...AND OUT Of 
THE BACK DOOR.   

PHEW! THAT 
WAS CLOSE!

DID YOU KNOW?  The worst night of the London Blitz was 10 May 1941.



 27About 3000 people were killed that night.

THINK YOU’RE 
CLEVER, DON’T 

YOU?

WE’LL SEE 
ABOUT THAT!

THE CASE  
IS mINE!

OOOmPH!!

LEAVE HIm 
ALONE!!! WHO...?
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IT WAS jenny 
cArTer!

TWAng!!

...run!

geT THe 
cASe!

crASH!

you brATS...
oooMPH!  

don’T juST SIT 
THere, Tucker...

TAke THAT!

DID YOU KNOW?  Coventry was one of the most badly bombed British cities.
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We rAn AS FAST AS We couLd.

THe SPy HAd FALLen... ...So We 
goT AWAy.

THere WAS no WAy He 
couLd FInd uS noW...

On 14 November 1940, more than 60,000 buildings were destroyed in the city.

HARRY TUCKER
St Michael’ s

SchoolStepney
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WHO WAS  
THAT mAn?

HE’S A SPY!

YOu’rE 
jOking!

i SHOWED 
jEnnY THE 

CASE.

WOW!

i’m TAking iT TO  
THE POLiCE.

YOu’rE 
TAking iT?

THEY WOn’T bELiEvE A 
LiTTLE iDiOT LikE YOu!

i’LL gO TO THE POLiCE 
STATiOn TOmOrrOW.

iT’’LL bE SAfE WiTH 
mE TiLL THEn.

 buT i 
fOunD iT!

HmmmPH!

DID YOU KNOW?  During the Blitz, people had to cover their windows and doors.
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SOrrY TO inTErruPT, 
miSS jEnkinS...

THE nEXT DAY AT SCHOOL 
WAS unbEArAbLE.

ALL i COuLD THink AbOuT WAS  
THE SPY AnD HiS EviL PLAnS.

iT WAS THE DEPuTY 
HEADmASTEr.

...i nEED TO
SEE TuCkEr.

SniggEr

HurrY 
uP, bOY!

DOn’T kEEP THE 
HEADmASTEr 

WAiTing!

This prevented lights on the ground from guiding enemy planes
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in trouble 
again, tucker?

i don’t...

it WaS HiM! 

aH, tucker! tHere’S 
SoMeone WHo’d like a 
FeW WordS WitH You.

tHiS iS....

...DETECTIVE 
SERGEANT 

WeYMoutH.

tHe SPY!

i didn’t Wait to Find out 
WHat WaS going on.

coMe back 
Here, boY!

DID YOU KNOW?  School pupils had to practise putting on their gas masks.
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i needed to Warn jennY! i tHougHt 
i kneW WHere tHe carterS liVed.

i Had to go HoMe to  
tHe SHelter FirSt.

You’re HoMe 
earlY, loVe!

Quick, let’S get in 
tHe SHelter...

...We ‘ll be 
SaFe tHere!

tHe caSe Would 
HaVe to Wait.

When there was an air raid, the whole school took cover in a shelter.

 oH, no! an air raid!

Woooooooooooooo
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IT WAS REALLY 
FRUSTRATING. THE CASE 

WAS AT JENNY’S...

COME ON, HARRY, 
HURRY UP!

CLOSE THE 
DOOR!

...AND I WAS 
STUCK HERE.

I JUST HAD TO WAIT...

...WHILE THE ENEMY 
APPROACHED.

DID YOU KNOW?  The British government had its own shelter in London.
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I HOPEDTHE HOUSE 
WOULD bE SAFE.

UP IN 
THE SKY...

...THE RAF 
WOULD FIGHT... 

...TO PROTECT 
OUR HOMES.

SMASH 
THEM!

SEND THEM AWAY 
DEFEATED.

The government ministers met in a bunker deep under the ground.

THEY WOULD 
bEAT THE NAZIS.
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THE RAID WAS 
FINALLY OVER.

TIME FOR A NICE 
CUP OF TEA...

THE FRONT ROOM 
HAD bEEN TURNED 

UPSIDE DOWN.

...OH, MY!

IT MUST bE 
looters!

bUT THEY DON’T 
SEEM TO HAVE 

TAKEN ANYTHING!
MAYbE THEY 

HADN’T FOUND 
WHAT THEY WERE 

LOOKING FOR!

DID YOU KNOW? London Underground stations were popular places to shelter.
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I’VE LEFT THE bAbY WITH 
MRS JONES. YOU WAIT HERE 
WHILE I PHONE THE POLICE. 

bUT I HAD TO FIND JENNY 
AND WARN HER THAT...

...THE SPY WAS ON  
OUR TRAIL!

JENNY! 
JENNY!

THERE WAS 
NO ANSWER!

THEY WENT DOWN 
THE UNDerGroUND 

SHELTER. 

NO ONE’S 
HOME, LOVE!

Up to 177,000 people sheltered in the Underground each night.

OUND
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jenny!
jenny!

nOW THe RAID WAS OVeR, 
PeOPLe WeRe LeAVInG THe 
unDeRGROunD STATIOn.

I HAD TO FIGHT My WAy 
THROuGH THe CROWDS...

...TO GeT DOWn OnTO 
THe PLATFORMS.

TuCkeR?

THe SPy IS AFTeR 
Me. He CAMe TO My 

SCHOOL...

DID YOU KNOW? The king and queen stayed in London during the Blitz.

OVeR HeRe!
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...AnD I THInk He juST 
SeARCHeD My HOuSe!

We’D BeTTeR 
SHOW THeM 
THe CASe...

...THey’LL knOW 
WHAT TO DO.

My MuM HAS 
PHOneDTHe POLICe.

I HOPe yOu 
WeRen’T 

FOLLOWeD.

eRR...I DOn’T 
THInk SO!

King George VI and Queen Elizabeth visited bombed areas to show their support.

UNDERGROUND
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BUT as we 
TUrned The 

corner inTo 
my sTreeT...

oh no!

no!
...i saw a pile of 
rubble where my 

hoUse Used To Be!
iT can’T Be!

sTeady, lad! yoU 
can’T Go in There. 

BUT...ThaT’s 
my hoUse!

mUm!
sTand clear! 

GAS leAK! 

DID YOU KNOW? People were told to “make do and mend” during the war.
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come This way, 
 mrs TUcKer.

ThanK 
Goodness!

harry?

i ThoUGhT yoU 
were dead!

hey!

iT’s him!  
he’s a spy!  sTop him!

sTop riGhT 
There!

JUsT a minUTe...i 
recoGnise him!

GeT away 
from me!

he’s no spy...
JUsT a roTTen Thief, 

a nasTy Spiv!

This meant they should reuse things instead of throwing them away.
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back off! i’m not 
afraid to use it!

caLm doWn!

Get aWaY 
from me!

stoP, You can’t 
Go tHat WaY!

He’s HeadinG for 
tHe GAS MAIN...

eVerYbodY 
Get doWn!

DID YOU KNOW? The Germans surrendered on 8 May 1945. 
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kabooom!

is He aLiVe?
Yes, but a 
bit burnt!

Groan...

tHe contents of His  
case fLuttered around  

us as tHeY took tHe 
ViLLain aWaY.jennY, We sHouLd 

form our oWn GanG - 
tHe sPY catcHers!

tHe end
Many people celebrated on the streets of Britain.

errr...tucker...i tHink 
Your mum Wants a 

Word WitH You!

HarrY!
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World War II
There were two world wars in the 20th century. World War I (1914–1918) ended 
when Britain, France, the United States and their allies (friends) defeated Germany 
and its allies. Germany was made to give up land and pay money to the victors. 
Many Germans resented this. In 1933, Adolf Hitler and his Nazi Party seized power 
in Germany. The Nazis promised to make Germany a strong nation once again.
 World War II started in September 1939, when the German Army 
invaded Poland. France and Britain (the Allies) then declared war on Germany. 
After many fierce battles, the Germans took control of most of western Europe. 
Hitler then prepared to invade the British Isles. In 1940, the German Air Force 
began bombing British cities in an attempt to make Britain surrender.
  Germany attacked Russia in 1941, so the Russians 

joined the war on the side of the Allies. Germany, Italy 
and Japan formed an alliance (the Axis). In 1941, 

Japan bombed US ships in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 
bringing the Americans into the war. Soon, there 
was fighting all over the globe. The war in Europe 
ended when Allied troops invaded Germany in May 
1945. Japan surrendered in August 1945. 
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GLOSSARY

TIMELINE

2000 1980 1960 

1990

South Africa’s 
Nelson Mandela 

released from prison
1969

US astronauts 
land on 
the Moon

london                         Page 5 
London is a city in southern England and 
is the capital of the United Kingdom.  

1953

Mount Everest 
climbed for 
first time 

raF                            Page 5 
“RAF” stands for the “Royal Air 
Force”, which is the British Air Force. 
In World War II, RAF planes defended 
the skies above Britain from German 
planes and also dropped bombs on 
enemy cities.
aIr raId sIrens              Page 6 
Air raid sirens were machines that 
made a loud wailing noise – loud 
enough to wake people up if they were 
asleep. The sirens told people that 
there were enemy planes on the way 
and that they should go to a shelter.

shelter                         Page 6 
An air raid shelter was a place that 
people could go where they would be 
safe from the bombs. Many people 
had Anderson shelters in their gardens. 
These temporary shelters were made 
of curved panels of steel that joined 
together to form the roof and sides. 
Some people had small steel shelters 
in their homes and others sheltered in 
London Underground stations.

BomBed                         Page 6 
German planes started dropping 
bombs (metal cases full of explosives) 
on London on 7 September 1940. 
They bombed the city almost every 
night or day until 10 May 1941.

german Plane              Page 7
The German planes that dropped 
bombs on British cities were mainly  
a type called Heinkel bombers.

Barrage Balloons       Page 7
These large balloons were attached to 
the ground by steel cables. They were 
designed to prevent enemy planes 
getting too close to the ground.
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SearchlightS              Page 9
From the ground, British soldiers 
shone beams of light from huge lamps 
called searchlights onto German 
planes. This made the planes easier 
for the soldiers to see and shoot at. 

gunS                           Page 9
Anti-aircraft guns on the ground fired 
at enemy planes.

BBc                 Page 10
“BBC” stands for the “British 
Broadcasting Corporation”. During 
World War II, most people listened to 
the BBC radio for news about the war. 
The BBC also made television 
programmes, but few people had 
television sets at this time.

eaSt end dockS         Page 10 
The large area in the east of London is 
commonly known as the East End. 
During World War II, the East End 
docks (where ships were loaded and 
unloaded) were often the targets of 
bombing raids. Most people living in 
the East End during the war were 
fairly poor and worked in factories or 
at the docks. Because family and 
friends all lived in the same area, 
people could look after each other 
during the terrible times of the Blitz.

ShraPnel                    Page 11 
Pieces of metal thrown out by a bomb 
when it explodes.

BomB SiteS                  Page 11
Places where bombs have exploded 
and destroyed the buildings. 
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gaS maSk                   Page 12 
A gas mask is worn over the face to 
stop the wearer from breathing in 

poisonous gas. 
During World War II, 
every person in 
Britain had to carry a 
gas mask to protect 
them from poison 
gas attacks by the 
Germans, although 
there were actually 

no gas attacks in World War II.

identity cardS      Page 19 
When the war started in 1939,  
the British government decided that 
everyone should carry identity cards. 
The cards had information about  
each person, including his or her 
name and address.

ration BookS            Page 19 
During the war, ships bringing things 
such as food and clothes to Britain were 
attacked. This meant that many things 
started to run out, so to make sure 
everyone got their share, the government 
gave every family a ration book. Each 
book contained coupons that people 
could use in shops in exchange for 
clothes and essential foods such as butter, 
milk, eggs, sugar and meat. 

BomB diSPoSal officer  Page 20
Any bombs that did not explode when 
they hit the ground had to be made 
safe. This was the job of the bomb 
disposal officers, who were specially 
trained soldiers.

defuSing                     Page 20
Bombs contain fuses – switches that 
make the bomb explode. The fuse has 
to be removed to make the bomb safe. 
This is called defusing.

evacuated                Page 14 
Sent away from a place of danger.
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Detective Sergeant   Page 32 
A detective sergeant is a British police 
officer who tries to solve major 
crimes. He does not wear a uniform.

naziS     Page 35
The Nazis were a group of people, led 
by Adolf Hitler, who ruled Germany 
from 1933 to 1945. They believed 
that the Germans were better than any 
other race and that many of Gemany’s 
problems were caused by Jews.

LooterS                     Page 36
Looters are people who steal from houses 
and shops in wartime or during riots.

SPy                  Page 23
A spy is someone who finds out secret 
information. During World War II, the 
British government warned people not 
to talk to strangers in case they were 
German spies and to be careful what 
they said in public.

UnDergroUnD            Page 37
The railway that travels beneath 
London’s streets 
is called the 
Underground or 
the tube. During 
the war, people 
took shelter 
on the station 
platforms and 
often stayed 
there all night.

rUbbLe    Page 40
Piles of broken pieces from buildings 
that have been blown up.

gaS Leak    Page 40
Gas is a fuel that is used mainly for 
cooking and heating. It is invisible but 
easily set on fire, 
and if any gas 
escapes from a 
pipe, it may cause 
an explosion.

SPiv       Page 41
Spivs were people who stole rationed 
goods and sold them to people at  
high prices, especially during and just 
after World War II. This was against 
the law, but many people bought  
from spivs because they couldn’t get 
what they needed any other way.  
The buying and selling of illegal 

goods is called the 
black market.

gaS main    Page 42
A gas main is a large pipe that carries 
gas to a street of houses.
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