
ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01688-7
ISBN-10: 0-325-01688-7

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level K
	 Book 106

by Amy Helfer	
illustrated by Kathleen Kemly

Pen Pals

LLI_penpal_0353_COV.indd   2-3 1/14/08   12:56:50 PM



Pen Pals 
Author: Amy Helfer

Heinemann 
361 Hanover Street 
Portsmouth, NH 03801–3912 
www.heinemann.com

Offices and agents throughout the world

Fountas and Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention Books 
Copyright © 2009 by Irene C. Fountas, Gay Su Pinnell, and Heinemann

All rights reserved. No portion of this book may be reproduced in any form 
or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and 
retrieval systems, without permission in writing from the publisher. Requests 
for permission should be mailed to the Permissions Department at Heinemann, 
361 Hanover Street, Portsmouth, NH 03801.

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01688-7	 ISBN-10: 0-325-01688-7

Editorial Development, Design, and Production by Brown Publishing Network

Credits 

Illustrations: Kathleen Kemly  
Printed in China 
09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16  RRD  8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

LLI_penpal_0353_COV.indd   4-5 1/14/08   12:56:50 PM



by Amy Helfer 
illustrated by Kathleen Kemly

Pen Pals

LLI_penpal_0353.indd   1 1/14/08   12:57:15 PM



� �

Miss Shay asked, “Who knows  

what a pen pal is?”

A few kids raised their hands. 

“A pen pal is someone you  

write letters to,” said Luke.

“A pen pal is someone you  

don’t know,” added Nell.

“You’re both right,” said Miss Shay.  

“Each of you will get a pen pal from 

another school. Your pen pal will write you 

a letter. Then you will write back.”

The class buzzed with excitement. 

Katie hoped her pen pal would be a girl.
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� �

One day, Katie’s mom came in  

with the mail.

“Here’s a letter for you, Katie,” said  

her mom.

Katie jumped up. “It’s from my 

pen pal!” said Katie. 

Katie ripped open the envelope 

and read the letter.

	 March 8

Dear Katie,

	 Hi   ! I’m your pen pal. I am 	
in the third grade at the Adams 
School. 
	 I have two brothers and a cat 	
named Fluffy. 
	 Do you have any brothers 	
or sisters?
	 Do you have any pets? 
	 What do you like to do for fun?
	 Write back soon!
Your pen pal,
Serena Perez 
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� �

“My pen pal is a girl! And she 

sounds nice,” said Katie. “Now it’s my 

turn to write to her.”

“OK,” said Katie’s mom. “You can mail 

your letter on the way to school tomorrow.”

	 March 11

Dear Serena,

	 I got your letter today. I am in 
the third grade at the Harris School. 
I’m so glad that we are pen pals!
I have a six-year-old sister. We share 
a room.
	 I wish I could have a pet, but 
dogs and cats make me sneeze!
	 I like to write stories, and I just 
love sports. I am going to join a 
soccer team.
	 Write back soon! 
Your pen pal,	
Katie Reed
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� �

On her way to school the next day,  

Katie dropped her letter in a mailbox. At 

school, she signed up for the soccer team.  

Miss Shay walked by and saw Katie  

signing up.

“Good for you, Katie!” she said.  

“Did you know I am coaching the team?”

“That’s great!” said Katie.

“In a few weeks, we will have  

our first game against the Adams School,”  

said Miss Shay.

Katie was excited. Serena went to the 

Adams School. Maybe she would be in the 

crowd cheering her school on!
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10 11

When class began, Miss Shay asked the 

students to tell about their pen pals. 

Katie said, “My pen pal is named 

Serena. She goes to the Adams School!” 

“My pen pal is named Chris,” said Luke. 

“But I don’t know if Chris is a boy  

or a girl!”

Everyone laughed. 

Then Miss Shay said, “That gives me  

an idea! I’ll take photos of you to send  

to your pen pals. Then maybe your pen pals  

can send photos to you.” 
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	 	 	      about cats

	 	 	    ed   Scamper

like to dance.

	 	 	  friend Tammy.

	 	 	    sleep over.   


	 	 	  soccer game.

	 	 I can’t wait to 
see

	 what you look l
ike.

Your pen pal,

Katie Reed

12 13

The next time she wrote to Serena,  

Katie clipped her picture to the letter. 

She wrote, “I can’t wait to see what you 

look like.” 

Katie waited for a letter from Serena.

Finally, the letter came.

Katie opened the envelope quickly. 

When she saw the picture of her pen pal, 

she began to laugh out loud.
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Katie held up the picture of Serena.  

She was wearing a soccer shirt from the  

Adams School!

	 I love to play
 soccer, too!

	 Write back so
on !

Your pen pal ,

Serena Perez

14 15

“What’s so funny?” asked Katie’s mom.

Katie said, “Well, Miss Shay said a  

pen pal is someone you don’t know,  

but I’m going to get to know Serena soon!”
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16

	 April 15

Dear Serena,

	 I can’t believe it!
	 We are going to play our first 	
game of the year together! 
	 I will see you on the soccer field!
Your pen pal,
Katie
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