
ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01664-1
ISBN-10: 0-325-01664-X

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level I
	 Book 84

The Wise
Blackbird
by Ann Gadzikowski	

illustrated by Amanda Hall

LLI_wise_0039_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   4:01:07 PM



The Wise Blackbird 
Author: Ann Gadzikowski

Heinemann 
361 Hanover Street 
Portsmouth, NH 03801–3912 
www.heinemann.com

Offices and agents throughout the world

Fountas and Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention Books 
Copyright © 2009 by Irene C. Fountas, Gay Su Pinnell, and Heinemann

All rights reserved. No portion of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic 
or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without permission 
in writing from the publisher. Requests for permission should be mailed to the Permissions 
Department at Heinemann, 361 Hanover Street, Portsmouth, NH 03801.

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01664-1	 ISBN-10: 0-325-01664-X

Editorial Development, Design, and Production by Brown Publishing Network

Credits 
Illustrations: Amanda Hall

Printed in China 
09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16  RRD  8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

LLI_wise_0039_COV.indd   4-5 1/11/08   4:01:07 PM



The Wise
Blackbird
by Ann Gadzikowski 

illustrated by Amanda Hall

LLI_wise_0039.indd   1 1/11/08   4:01:33 PM



Once there was a bluebird  

who liked to brag. 

He looked at the sky,  

he looked at his wings,  

and he smiled.

“How fine I look!”  

thought the bluebird.  

“I am as blue as the sky!”

The bluebird flew high and low  

in the blue sky.
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The bluebird saw a mouse.  

“Hello!” said the bluebird  

to the mouse.  

“It is a beautiful day,  

isn’t it?”

“Yes, it is a beautiful day,”  

said the mouse.  

“The sky is a beautiful blue.”

“I am blue, too,”  

said the bluebird.  

“I am beautiful,  

like the blue sky.”

“Oh,” sighed the mouse.  

“I am not blue. I am gray.  

I am not the color  

of the sky.” 

The bluebird laughed  

and flew away.
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The bluebird saw a flamingo.  

“Hello!” said the bluebird.  

“It is a beautiful day,  

isn’t it?”

“Yes,” said the flamingo.  

“It is a fine and sunny day.”

“Look at the beautiful blue sky,”  

said the bluebird.  

“I am blue, like the sky.”

“I am pink,” 

said the flamingo.

“Blue is better than pink,”  

bragged the bluebird.  

“Blue is the color  

of the sky!”

“Oh,” said the flamingo. 

“I am not the color  

of the sky.” 

The flamingo was angry.  

He flew away  

without saying good-bye.
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The bluebird looked up.  

He saw a blackbird  

at the top of a tree.  

“Hello!” said the bluebird.  

“It is a beautiful day,  

isn’t it?”

“Yes it is,”  

said the blackbird.

“I am blue,  

like the sky,”  

said the bluebird. 

“I am not blue,”  

said the blackbird. 

“I am black.”

“Blue is better than black,” 

bragged the bluebird. 

“Blue is the color  

of the sky.”
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The blackbird was wise. 

“Yes, blue is beautiful,”  

he said.  

“Blue is the color  

of the sky.” 

“But the sky is not always blue.  

Sometimes it is gray,  

like a mouse. 

Sometimes it is pink,  

like a flamingo.  

Sometimes it is black,  

like me.”

The bluebird was surprised.

“When is the sky gray,  

like a mouse?” he asked.

“The sky is gray  

on a cloudy day,”  

said the blackbird.  

“It is as gray as a mouse.”
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“When is the sky pink,  

like a flamingo?”  

asked the bluebird.

“The sky is pink at sunset,”  

said the blackbird. 

“It is as pink as a flamingo.”

“When is the sky black,  

like you are?”  

asked the bluebird.

“The sky is black at night  

when the stars are shining,”  

said the blackbird.  

“It is as black as I am.”
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The bluebird thought and thought. 

He thought about the gray mouse 

and the sky on a cloudy day. 

He thought about the pink flamingo 

and the sky at sunset. 

He thought about the blackbird  

and the sky at night.

“You are right,”  

he said to the blackbird. 

“A mouse is as gray as the sky.  

A flamingo is as pink as the sky.  

A blackbird is as black as the sky.  

And I am as blue as the sky.” 
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“We are all the colors of the sky.  

We are all beautiful.”

The bluebird still liked being blue, 

but he never bragged again.
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